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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11 

INTRODUCED BY WILSON, STRIZICH, RYAN, WELDON, BARTLETT 

JANUARY 28, 1993 

FEBRUARY 5, 1993 

FEBRUARY 6, 1993 

FEBRUARY 8, 1993 

FEBRUARY 9, 1993 

FEBRUARY 10, 1993 

MARCH 13, 1993 

MARCH 29, 1993 

MARCH 31, 1993 

APRIL 1, 1993 

APRIL 2, 1993 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, & SAFETY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THE DAY. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 42; NOES, 8. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMI'l'TE:E 
ON HUMAN SERVICES & AGING. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 85; NOES, 14. 

RETURNED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 



REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

REGULATE THE COST OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 

WHEREAS, the cost of prescription drugs has risen at an 

alarming rate far surpassing inflation: and 

WHEREAS, prescription drugs are a necessity of life for 

11 the individuals who are required to take them; and 

12 WHEREAS, the Legislature has recognized the need to 

13 regulate prescription drugs by requesting legislation to 

14 study the cost and distribution of prescription drugs and to 

15 require mandatory price posting for the most widely 

16 prescribed drugs; and 

17 WHEREAS, the cost of prescription drugs often falls most 

18 heavily on those least able to afford the runaway cost 

19 increases in the price of prescription drugs, including 

20 senior citizens and others on fixed incomes; and 

21 WHEREAS, the affordability of prescription drugs is a 

22 problem impacting every American. 

23 

24 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

25 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 
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LC 1253/01 

That Congress be urged to pass legislation regulating 

the pricing of prescription drugs so that all Americans have 

access to affordable health care that allows them to live in 

a manner that does not involve forgoing other necessities of 

life. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send 

a copy of this resolution to each member of the Montana 

Congressional Delegation and to the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services. 

-End-

-2- SiTR.1/ 
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ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE 
& SAFETY 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11 

INTRODUCED BY WILSON, STRIZICH, RYAN, WELDON, BARTLETT 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

REGULATE THE COST OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 

WHEREAS, the cost of prescription drugs has risen at an 

alarming rate far surpassing inflation; and 

WHEREAS, prescription drugs are a necessity of life for 

the individuals who are required to take them; and 

WHtiRBABT-the-begis¼atnre--has--reesgnized--the--need--te 

regniate--preseriptisn--drngs--by--reqnesting-¼egis¼atien-te 

stndy-the-eest-and-diatribntien-ef-preseriptien-drnga-and-ts 

reqnire--msndatery--priee--peating--fer--the---■s■t---wide¼y 

preser¼bed-drnga;-and 

WHEREAS, MANY PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS SELL THE SAME 

DRUG AT WIDELY VARYING PRICES TO DIFFERENT DISTRIBUTORS, 

CHARGING THE HIGHEST PRICES AND MAKING THE GREATEST PROFITS 

ON DRUGS SOLD TO COMMUNITY PHARMACIES1 AND 

WHEREAS< CLASSES OF DRUG DISTRIBUTORS OTBER THAN 

COMMUNITY PHARMACIES DO NOT OFTEN PASS ON THEIR LOWER PRICES 

FROM PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS BUT RETAIN MUCH OF THE 

DIFFERENTIAL AS PROFIT; AND 

WHEREAS, THE SIMPLE PRINCIPLE OF THE ROBINSON-PATMAN 
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ANTI-DISCRIMINATION ACT, THAT SELLERS' PRICES TO DIFFERENT 

CUSTOMERS SHOULD NOT VARY FOR OTHER THAN GOOD COMMERCIAL 

REASONS, WOULD CURE MUCH OF WHAT IS WRONG WITH 

PHARMACEUTICAL PRICING WERE THAT ACT NOT WEAKENED BY UNDULY 

BROAD EXEMPTIONS! AND 

WHEREAS£ CONGRESS HAS FORCED PHARMACEUTICAL 

MANUFACTURERS TO REBATE A PORTION OF THE EXCESS PROFITS THEY 

REALIZE FROM DIFFERENTIAL PRICING TO THE STATES' MEDICAID 

PROGRAMS, AND THESE REBATES TO THE MONTANA MEDICAID PROGRIJI 

HAVE APPROACHED $2.B MILLION A YEAR; AND 

WHEREAS, EXTENSION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ACT TO ALL 

PHARMACEUTICAL PRICING WOULD EXTEND SIMILAR BENEFITS TO ALL 

CONSUMERS_; AND 

WHEREAS, the cost of prescription drugs often falls most 

heavily on those least able to afford the runaway cost 

increases in the price of prescription drugs, including 

senior citizens and others on fixed incomes; and 

WHEREAS, the affordability of prescription drugs is a 

problem iapacting every American. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED B'i THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Congress be urged to pass legislation rega¼a~*ng 

EXTENDING THE ROBINSON-PATMAN ANTI-DISCRIMINATION ACT TO the 

pricing of prescription drugs BY PHARMACEUTICAL 

-2- SJR 11 

SECOND READING 



SJR 0011/02 

l MANUFACTURERS AND TO OTHERWISE REGULATE EXCESSIVE PRICING OF 

2 PRESCRIPTION DRUGS BO that all Americans have access to 

3 affordable health care that allows them to live in a manner 

4 that does not involve forgoing other necessities of life. 

5 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send 

6 a copy of this resolution to each member of the Montana 

7 Congressional DelegationL aftd-te the Secretary of Health and 

8 Human Services, AND SENATOR DAVID PRYOR OF ARKANSAS. 

-End-

-3- SJR 11 
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SENATE .JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11 

INTRODUCED BY WILSOII, STRIZICB, RYAN, IIBLDOII, BARTLll'l"l' 

A .JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE BOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

REGULATE THE COST OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 

WHEREAS, the cost of prescription drugs baa risen at an 

alaraing rate far surpassing inflation, and 

WHEREAS, prescription drugs are a necessity of life for 

the individuals who are required to take thea; and 

NBBRl!IABT-the-t.e9talatare--llaa--re~niaed--the--need--ta 

r99alate--preaertptton--dre9a--by--req,,esttD9-le9tslatton-ta 

stedy-the-eaat-and-dtstrtbetton-of-preaeriptton-dra9a-and-ta 

req,,tre---ndatory--prtee--posttn9--for--the----•t---wtdely 

pre■eribed-dr•t•t-and 

WBBRBAS, IIANY PIIAIIIUICEUTICAL IIAIIOFACTORERS SELL THE SANE 

DROG AT WIDELY VARYING PRICES TO DIFFERENT DISTRIBUTORS, 

CHARGING THE RIGHBS'l' PRICES AND MAKING THE GREATEST PROFITS 

QN DRUGS SOLD TO COIUIUIIITY PBARIIACIES1 AND 

~L CLAS!!ES OP .DR!JG DISTRIBUTORS OTHER TIIAll 

COIIIIUIIITY PIIARIIACIES DO NOT onDI PASS ON THEIR LOWER PRICES 

~ PBARIIACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS BUT RETAIN 11UCB OF THB 

DIFFERENTIAL AS PROFIT; AND 

WHERBAS..__THE SIMPLE PRINCIPLE ~F TIU!: ROBINSON-PATMAN 
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AIITI-DISCRIMIIIATIOH ACT, THAT SELLERS' PRICES TO DIPPatDIT 

CUSTOIUDlS 8BOULD llO'I.' VARY POii OTBD THAN GOOD a.NDCIAL 

RBASONS, IIOULD CUR£ MUCH OP NBAT IS WRONG WITH 

PIIARNACEUTICAL PRICING WERE THAT ACT NOT IIEAltBNED BY UNDULY 

BROAD EXEMPTIONS; AND 

WHEREAS, CONGRESS BAS FORCED PHARIIACEUTICAL 

NANUPACTURERS TO REBATE A PORTION OF THE EXCESS PROFITS TREY 

REALIZE FRON DIFFERENTIAL PRICING TO THE STATES' MEDICAID 

PROGRMS, AND THESE REBATES TO TBE NOHTANA MEDICAID PROGRAM 

HAVE APPROACHED $2.8 MILLION A YEAR; AND 

.WHEREAS, EXTENSION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ACT TO ALL 

PBARIIACBUTICAL PRICING IIOULD EXTEND SIMILAR BENEFITS TO ALL 

CONSUMERS; AND 

WHEREAS, the cost of prescription drugs often fall■ moat 

heavily on those leaat able to afford the runaway coat 

increases in the price of prescription drugs, including 

senior citizen■ and others on fixed incomes; and 

IIBERBAS, the affordability of prescription drugs is a 

problea impacting every _,lean. 

-• THEREFORE, BE IT ABSOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE BOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES or TBS STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Congress be urged to pass legislation re9nlatin9 

EXTENDING THE ROBINSQli-PATMAtl ANTI-DISCRIMINATION ACT TO the 

pricing of preacription drugs BY PHARMACEUTICAL 

-2- 8.JR 11 

THIRD READING 



SJR 0011/02 

l NANUFAC'l'URERS AND TO OTHERWISE REGULATE UCUSIVB PRICING OP 

2 PRESCRIPTION DRUGS ao that all Aaericana have acceaa to 

3 affordable health care that allowa th- to live in a -nner 

t that does net involve forgoing ether necessities of life. 

5 BB IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send 

6 a copy of this resolution to each member of the Montana 

7 Congressional DelegationL ane-~e the Secretary of Health and 

a Bu-n Services, AHD SDIATOR DAVID PRYQR~ 9P~ ARKANSAS. 

-End-

-3- SJR 11 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11 

INTRODUCED BY IIILBOR, STRIZICH, RYAN, WBLDOII, IIARTLBft 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE Sg)IATE AND THE BOOSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF NON'l'AMA URGING CONGRESS TO 

REGULATE THE COST OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 

IIBEREAS, the coat of prescription drugs baa risen at an 

alar■ing rate far surpassing inflation; and 

WHEREAS, prescription drugs are a necessity of life for 

the individuals who are required to take the■: and 

NB•BABT-the-&e9¼a¼■t•re--h■■--ree99n¼•ed--the--need--te 

re,•¼■te--pre■er¼pt¼sn--dr•9■--hy--r~e•t¼119-¼e9¼a¼at¼en-te 

•t~-the-ee■t-end-d¼atr¼nt¼en-sf-pre■er¼pt¼en-dra9a-end-te 

r...,.¼re---nd■tery--pr¼ee--pe■t¼n9--fsr--the----•t---w¼de¼y 

praeerihed-dra9aT-Sftd 

IIBERU.S I NAIIY PIIAIUIACEUTICAL IIAIIIJPAC'l'URERS SELL THE SANE 

DRIJC AT IIIDELY VARYING PRICES TO DIPPERENT DISTRIBUTORS, 

CHARGING THE HIGHEST PRICES AND IIAKIIIG Tiu: GREATEST PROFITS 

OIi DRUGI SOLD TO COIUIUNITY PIIAIUIACIBSJ AND 

IIIIIIIBAS, CLASSES or DROC DISTRIIIU'l'OllS OTHER TRAIi 

ca.JIIITY PBAIUIACIES DO NOT OFTIII PUB OIi TBBIR L01RR PRICES 

FRON PBARMACEUTICAL IIANUFACTURERB BOT Rll'l'AIN 11UCB OP THE 

DIFFERENTIAL AS PROFIT; AND 

IIHERU.S1 THE SIIIP~ PRINCIPLE OP TBS ROBINSON-PATMAN 
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SJII 0011/02 

All'l'I-DISCRINIIIATIOII ACT« THAT SELLERS' PRICBS TO DIFP8RBll'f 

COS'IONBRS SBOOLD NOT VARY FOR OTBBR THAN GOOD ~IAL 

R&\IIOIIS, IIDULD CURB NUCB or IIBAT IS IIRONG WITH 

PBAIIJIACEUTICAL PRICING WERE THAT ACT NOT IIEAJ(ENED BY UNDULY 

BROAD EXEMPTIONS; AND 

IIBEREAS, CONGRESS BAS FORCED PBARMCEUTICAL 

ICANUFACTURERS TO REBATE A PORTION OP THE EXCESS PROFITS TREY 

REALIZE PRON DIFFERENTIAL PRICING TO THE STATES' MEDICAID 

PROGRANS, AND THESE REBATES TO THE MONTANA MEDICAID PROGRAM 

HAVE APPROACHED $2.8 MILLION AYBAR; AND 

IIBEREAS, EXTENSION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ACT TO ALL 

PHARMACEUTICAL PRICING liOULD EXTEND SIMILAR BENEFITS TO ALL 

CONSUNERS; AND 

WHEREAS, the coat of prescription drugs often falls ■oat 

heavily on those least able to afford the runaway cost 

increases in the price of prescription drugs, including 

senior citizens and others on fixed incomes; and 

IIBEREAS, the affordability of prescription drugs is a 

proble■ i■pacting every A■erican. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RBSOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE BOUSE 

OP REPRESENTATIVES OP THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Congress be urged to pass legislation re~•¼et¼n9 

EXTENDING THE ROBINSON-PATMAN ANTI-DISCRIMINATION ACT TO the 

pricing of prescription drugs BY PHARMACEUTICAL 

-2- SJR 11 

REFEREtlCE BILL 



SJR 0011/02 

1 IIAIIUFACTURERS AND TO OTHERWISE REGULATE DC!SSIVB PRICING or 
2 PRBSCRIPTION DRUGS so that all ,._ricana have access to 

3 affordable health care that allows th- to live in a -nner 

4 that does not involve forgoing other necea■itiea of life. 

5 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send 

6 a copy of this resolution to each aeal>er of the Montana 

7 Congressional DelegationL end-te the Secretary of Health and 

8 Buaan Services, AND SENATOR DAVID PRYOR OF ARIIANSAS. 

-End-

-]- SJR 11 




