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Se01tt BILL NO, 3qs 
INTRODUCED BY /./~op __,_,.=-'I'",,'------------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING 

LIMITATIONS ON THE LENGTH OF TRUCKS HAULING RAW LOGS; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 61-10-104, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck, 

bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load, 

may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers, in excess of 45 feet. 

( 2) (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer 

combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 feet in 

length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a 

load, except as provided by 61-10-124. When used in a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer 

and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2 

feet each in length, excluding those portions not designed 

to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck 

tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and 

truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not 

subject to a combination length limit. 
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(b) A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter 

may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a maximum 3 feet of 

front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as 

provided by 61-10-124. "Stinger-steered automobile or boat 

transporter" means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination 

that has a fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and 

below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is 

designed and used for the transportation of vehicles or 

assembled boats or boat hulls. 

(C) All other combinations of vehicles may not have a 

combination length in excess of 75 feet, except as provided 

by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two 

units, the rear units of the combination must be equipped 

with breakaway brakes. 

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor 

vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than three 

motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount 

method (that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle 

on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the 

vehicle in contact with the roadway), nor may this 

combination have a combination length in excess of 75 feet. 

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 

pounds "manufacturers' rated capacity" may not tow more than 

one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have a 

length in excess of 65 feet. 

-2- ~!; 395' 
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ill (a) The length of any 5-axle truck or truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination hauling logs may not 

exceed 65 feet. As used in this subsection (a), the term 

"length'1 means the total length of the truck or truck 

tractor and the logs beginning at the front of the front 

bumper of the truck or truck tractor and extending to the 

most distant end of the logs being hauled. 

(b) The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 

feet, except by special, single-trip permit. Overhang is 

measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most 

distant end of the logs being hauled. 

t5till As used in this chapter, the following 

13 definitions apply: 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(a) "Combination length" means the total length of a 

combination of vehicles, such as a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the 

front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back bumper or rear 

extremity of the last trailer, including the connection 

tongues. 

20 (b) "Combined trailer length" means the total length of 

21 a combination of trailers measured from the front of the 

22 first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the 

23 connection tongues and loads. 

24 (c) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5), 

25 means the total longitudinal dimension of a single vehicle, 
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a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or 

semitrailer is measured from the front of the cargo-carrying 

unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency 

devices, air-conditioning units, air compressors, flexible 

fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, 

bolsters, mechanical fastening devices, and hydraulic lift 

gates. 

(d) 11 Rocky Mountain double" means 

vehicles that includes a truck tractor 

semitrailer and a shorter trailer. 11 

-End-

-4-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

SENATE BILL NO. 395 

INTRODUCED BY HARP 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING 

LIMITATIONS ON THE MAXIMUM OVERHANG LENGTH OF ~R0€ffS-HA0b¼N6 

RAW LOGS; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-10-104, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to tead: 

"61-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck, 

bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load, 

may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers, in excess of 45 feet. 

(2) (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer 

combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 feet in 

length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a 

load, except as provided by 61-10-124. When used in a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer 

and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2 

feet each in length, excluding those portions not designed 

to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck 

tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and 

truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not 

subject to a combination length limit. 
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(b) A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter 

may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a maximum 3 feet of 

front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as 

provided by 61-10-124. "Stinger-steered automobile or boat 

transporter" means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination 

that has a fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and 

below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is 

designed and used for the transportation of vehicles or 

assembled boats ot boat hulls. 

(C) All other combinations of vehicles may not have a 

combination length in excess of 75 feet, except as provided 

by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two 

units, the rear units of the combination must be equipped 

with breakaway brakes. 

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor 

vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than three 

motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount 

method (that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle 

on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the 

vehicle in contact with the roadway), nor may this 

combination have a combination length in exceSs of 75 feet. 

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 

pounds "manufacturers' rated capacity" may not tow more than 

one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have a 

length in e~cess of 65 feet. 

-2- SB 395 
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(5) tat-~he---¼ength--ef--any--5-aK¼e--truek--er--trttek 

traeter-sem½trei¼er-trai¼er-eombination-hatt¼ing-¼egs-lftay-not 

exeeed-65-feetT-As-ttsed-in-this--sabseetien--ta+T--the--term 

u¼ength•--mean9--the--teta¼--¼ength--ef--tfte--traek-or-trttck 

traetor-and-the-iogs-beginning-at-the--front--of--the--front 

bttmper--of--the--trttek-er-trttek-traetor-and-extending-to-the 

most-distant-end-er-the-¼egs-being-haa¼ed• 

tbt The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 

feet, except by special, single-trip permit. Overhang is 

measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most 

distant end of the logs being hauled. 

t5tfil As used in this chapter, the following 

13 definitions apply, 

14 

15 

(a) "Combination length" means the total length of a 

combination of vehicles, such as a truck 

16 tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the 

17 front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back bumper or rear 

18 extremity of the last trailer, including the connection 

19 tongues. 

20 (b) "Combined trailer length" means the total length of 

21 a combination of trailers measured from the front of the 

22 first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the 

23 connection tongues and loads. 

24 (c) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5), 

25 means the total longitudinal dimension of a single vehicle, 
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a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or 

semitrailer is measured from the front of the cargo-carrying 

unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency 

devices, air-conditioning units, air compressors, flexible 

fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, 

bolsters, mechanical fastening devices, and hydraulic lift 

gates. 

(d) "Rocky Mountain double" means a combination of 

vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling a long 

semitrailer and a shorter trailer." 

-End-

-4- SB 395 
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SENATE BILL NO. 395 

INTRODUCED BY HARP 

A BILL FOR AH ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING 

LIMITATIONS ON THE MAXIMUM OVERHANG LENGTH OF ~RaeMS-HA8b£N6 

RAW LOGS; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-10-104, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck, 

bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load, 

may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers, in excess of 45 feet. 

(2) ta) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer 

combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 feet in 

length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a 

load, except as provided by 61-10-124. When used in a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck 

tractor-aemitrailer-seaitrailer combination, the semitrailer 

and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2 

feet each in length, excluding those portions not designed 

to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck 

tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and 

truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination■ are not 

subject to a combination length li■it. 
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(b) A atinger-steered automobile or boat transporter 

...,Y not exceed 75 feet in length plus a maximum 3 feet of 

front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as 

provided by 61-10-124. "Stinger-steered automobile or boat 

transporter" means a truck tractor-se•itrailer combination 

that has a fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and 

below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is 

designed and used for the transportation of vehicles or 

aasembled boats or boat hulls. 

(c) All other combinations of vehicles may not have a 

combination length in excess of 75 feet, except as provided 

by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two 

units, the rear units of the combination must be equipped 

with breakaway brakes. 

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor 

vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than three 

motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount 

method (that ia, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle 

on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the 

vehicle in contact with the roadway), nor may this 

combination have a coabination length in excess of 75 feet. 

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 

pounds "manufacturers• rated capacity• may not tow more than 

one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have 

length in e~cess of 65 feet. 

a 
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(5) t•t-'l'he---teftgth--af--afty--5-exie--tr•ek--ar--traek 

treeter-aemi~rei¼er-tra+¼er-eet11bination-ha~iift9-¼09a-lMly-net 

exeeed-65-feetT-AS-ased-ift-th¼e--sabaeetian--t■tT--the--term 

•teftgth•--■eena--the--tetei--¼ength--af--the--traek-er-traek 

traetar-and-the-tegs-beginning-at-the--frent--af--the--frant 

bamper--af--the--traek-er-traek-traetar-and-exteftding-ta-the 

■est-diatent-end-ef-the-tegs-beiftg-haated7 

tbt The maxim1111 overhang of any log may not exceed 15 

feet, except by special, single-trip permit. overhang is 

measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most 

distant end of the logs being hauled, 

t5till As used in this chapter, the following 

13 definition■ apply, 

14 

15 

(a) "Combination length" means the total length of a 

combination of vehicles, such as a truck 

16 tractor-se■itrailer-traller combination, measured from the 

17 front bumper of the ■otor vehicle to the back bumper or rear 

18 extremity of the laat trailer, including the connection 

19 tongues. 

20 (b) "Combined trailer length" aeans the total length of 

21 a combination of trailers ■easured froa the front of the 

22 first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the 

23 connection tongues and loads, 

24 (c) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5), 

25 meana the total longitudinal dimension of a single vehicle, 
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a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or 

semitrailer is measured from the front of the cargo-carrying 

unit to its rear, ezclusive of safety or energy efficiency 

devices, air-conditioning units, air compressors, flexible 

fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, 

bolsters, mechanical fastening devices, and hydraulic lift 

gates. 

(d) "Rocky Mountain double" means a combination of 

vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling a long 

semitrailer and a shorter trailer.• 

-End-

-4- SB 395 



HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 18, 1993 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Highways and Transportation 

report that Senate Bill 395 (third reading copy -- blue) be 
concurred in as amended. 

Signed:~<!~ <:::.4L 
Robert C. Clark, Chair 

And, that such amendments read: Carried by: Rep. Wanzenried 

1. Title, line 4. 
Following: "ACT" 
Insert: "LIMITING THE ALLOWABLE LENGTH FOR A VEHICLE COMBINATION 

HAULING LOGS:" 

2. Page 3, line 1. 
Following: "ill" 
Insert: "(a) The length of a vehicle combination consisting of a 

truck or truck-tractor and one trailer, pole trailer, or 
semitrailer hauling raw logs may not exceed 75 feet in 
overall length. As used in this subsection (a), the term 
"length" means the total length of the vehicle combination 
beginning at the front of the front bumper of the truck or 
truck-tractor and extending to the most distant end of the 
logs being •hauled. A term permit for an overlength vehicle 
combination, as provided in 61-10-124(3), does not apply to 
the vehicle combination described in this subsection (a). A 
vehicle combination exceeding 75 feet must have a trip 
permit." 

3. Page 3, line 8. 
Following: "-tbt" 
Insert: "(b)_"_ 

4. Page 3. 
Following: line 11 
Insert: "(c) The provisions in subsections (5) (a) and (5) (b) do 

not apply to a vehicle combination hauling utility poles." 

5. Page 3, line 24. 
Following: "(5)" 
Insert: "(a)_"_ 

Committee Vote: 
Yes L6._, No&,. 611534SC.Hss 

HOUSE 
SP., 3 'IS 
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SENATE BILL NO. 395 

INTRODUCED BY BARP 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT LIMITING THE ALLOWABLE 

LENGTH FOR A VEHICLE COMBINATION BAULING LOGS; ESTABLISHING 

LIMITATIONS ON THE MAXIMUM OVERHANG LENGTH OF ~ReeKS-HAHb¼N8 

HAW LOGS: AND AMENDING SECTION 61-10-104, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TBE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-l0t. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck, 

bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load, 

may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers, in excess of 45 feet. 

(2) (a) When uaed in a truck tractor-semitrailer 

combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 feet in 

length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a 

load, except as provided by 61-10-124. When used in a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer 

and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 2B 1/2 

feet each in length, excluding those portions not designed 

to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck 

tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and 

truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not 
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subject to a combination length limit. 

(b) A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter 

may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a maximum 3 feet of 

front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as 

provided by 61-10-124. "Stinger-steered automobile or boat 

transporter• means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination 

that has a fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and 

below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is 

designed and used for the transportation of vehicles or 

assembled boats or boat hulls. 

(C) All other combinations of vehicles may not have a 

combination length in excess of 75 feet, except as provided 

by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two 

units, the rear units of the combination 

with breakaway brakes. 

must be equipped 

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor 

vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than three 

motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount 

method (that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle 

on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the 

vehicle in contact with the roadway), nor may this 

combination have a combination length in excess of 75 feet. 

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 

pounds •manufacturers' rated capacity" may not tow more than 

one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have a 

-2- SB 395 
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length in excess of 65 feet. 

(5) (A) THE LENGTH OF A VEHICLE COMBINATION CONSISTING 

OF A TRUCK OR TRUCK-TRACTOR AND ONE TRAILER, POLE TRAILER, 

OR SEMITRAILER HAULING RAW LOGS MA¥ NOT EXCEED 75 FEET IN 

OVERALL LENGTH. AS USED IN THIS SUBSECTION (A), THE TERM 

"LENGTH" MEANS THE TOTAL LENGTH OF THE VEHICLE COMBINATION 

BEGINNING AT THE FRONT OF THE FRONT BUMPER OF THE TRUCK OR 

TRUCK-TRACTOR AND EXTENDING TO THE MOST DISTANT END OF THE 

LOGS BEING HAULED. A TERM PERMIT FOR AN OVERLENGTH VEHICLE 

COMBINATION, AS PROVIDED IN 61-10-124(3), DOES NOT APPL¥ TO 

THE VEHICLE COMBINATION DESCRIBED IN THIS SUBSECTION (A). A 

VEHICLE COMBINATION EXCEEDING 75 FEET MUST HAVE A TRIP 

PERMIT, tat-~he--¼ength--of--any--5-ax¼e--trttek--or--trttek 

~ractor-semitrai¼er-trei¼er-eembinatien-hatt¼ift9-¼egs-may-net 

ezeeed-6S-feet.-Aa-ased-in-this--sabseetion--tat7--the--term 

•¼ength•--meana--the--tota¼--¼ength--0£--tfte--trttek-or-truek 

traetor-and-the-¼egs-beginning-at-the--front--oE--the--Eront 

Dttmper--0£--the--trttek-er-trttek-traetor-and-extending-te-the 

a&et-distsnt-end-of-the-logs-being-hattled. 

tbt(B) The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 

15 feet, except by special, single-trip permit. Overhang is 

measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most 

distant end of the logs being hauled. 

(C) THE PROVISIONS IN SUBSECTIONS (5)(A) AND (5)(Bl DO 

NOT APPLY TO A VEHICLE COMBINATION HAULING UTILITY POLES. 
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definitions apply: 

(a) "Combination 

coabination of 

in this 

length" 

vehicles, 

SB 0395/03 

chapter, the following 

means the total length of a 

such as a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the 

front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back bumper or rear 

extremity of the last trailer, including the connection 

tongues. 

(b) "Combined trailer length" means the total length of 

a combination of trailers measured from the front of the 

first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the 

connection tongues and loads. 

(c) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5)(A), 

means the total longitudinal dimension of a single vehicle, 

a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or 

semitrailer is measured from the front of the cargo-carrying 

unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency 

devices, air-conditioning units, air compressors, flexible 

fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, 

bolsters, mechanical fastening devices, and hydraulic lift 

gates. 

(d) •Rocky Mountain double" means a combination of 

vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling a long 

semitrailer and a shorter trailer." 

-End-

-4- SB 395 




