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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT THE 

BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS 

ESTABLISH PROVISIONS BY ROLE TO ACCOUNT FOR PARTIAL 

FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE AS A 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR THROUGH A GRADUATE DEGREE OR 

LICENSURE FROM ANOTHER STATE; AMENDING SECTION 37-23-202, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it requires the board of social work examiners and 

professional counselors to adopt rules to provide an 

opportunity for persons who partially fulfill the 

requirements for licensure as a professional counselor to 

fulfill the requirements. It is the intent of the 

legislature that the board facilitate the licensure of those 

who have begun a course of education and experience as a 

professional counselor to meet the requirements of the 

board. It is not the intent of the legislature to allow a 

person without a graduate degree or a license from another 

state to circumvent the requirements for licensure. 
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LC 1326/01 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 37-23-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-23-202. Licenaure requireaents. tlt-~o-be--¼¼eensed 

on--or-betore-Beeember-~¼7-¼9BT,-as-a-protessiona¼-eoanse¼or 

ander-tftis-eftapter,-an-app¼ieant--mttst--have--satis!aetor¼¼y 

eo■p¼eted~ 

tat--a--p¼anned--9radttate--pro9ram--0£--stttdy--that--was 

pr¼mari¼y-coanse¼ing-in-natare-which-resa¼ted-in-an-advaneed 

degree--in-a-eoanse¼in~-f¼e¼S-trom-an-instittttion-accredited 

to-otfer-saeh-a-de9ree-pro9ram; 

tbt--i7888-hottrs-or-■ore-0£-postde9ree--work--exper¼enee 

as--a--eoanse¼or--in--a--hosp¼ta¼,--sehoo¼,-a9eney7-or-otfter 

saper•ised-settin,, 

tet--and-passed-an-exam¼nation-prepared-and-adffl¼n¼stered 

by~ 

tit--the-boardT-based-on-a-nationa¼-examination-approved 

by-the-board, 

tiit-the-nat¼ona¼-beard-ot-eertit¼ed-eoanse¼ors;-or 

tiiit-the-nat¼ona¼-aeademy-o£-eert¼£ied-e¼iniea¼--menta¼ 

hea¼th-eoanse¼ors;-and 

tdt--an--app¼ieation--form-and-proeess-preseribed-by-the 

board--that--ine¼ades--sttbmission--ot---three---letters---ot 

noa¼nat¼en-from-eoanse¼ors-or-re¼ated-profeesiona¼s 7 -eaeh-oE 

whom-ho¼ds-a-aasteris-de9ree-or-hi9her-and-who-ean-8ttest-to 

the-qaa¼¼ty-0£-~he-app½ieant~s-work, 

-2- s6 l'l.;1. 
INTRODUCED BILL 
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titfil Te--be--lieensed--atter-Beeember-31,-198~ 7 -an An 

applicant for licensure must have satisfactorily completed: 

(a) a planned graduate program of 96--qusrCer 60 

semester hours, primarily counseling in nature, n¼ne-qusrcer 

6 semester hours of which were earned in an advanced 

counseling practicum, which resulted in a graduate degree 

from an institution accredited to offer a graduate program 

in counseling; 

(b) 2,000 hours of counseling practice supervised by a 

licensed professional counselor or licensed member of an 

allied mental health profession, at least half of which was 

postdegree. The applicant must have each supervisor endorse 

h¼s !!!!, application for licensure, attesting to the number 

of hours supervised. 

(c) and passed an examination prepared and administered 

by: 

(i) the board, based on a national examination approved 

by the board; 

(ii) the national board of certified counselors: or 

(iii) the national academy of certified clinical mental 

health counselors; and 

(d) an application form and process prescribed by the 

23 board. 

24 

25 

12) The board shall provide by rule for licensure: 

{a) of a person who possesses a~inimum 45 s~mester 
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hour graduate degree that is primarily related to counseling 

and that is from an institution accredited to offer a 

graduate program in counseling, by specifying the additional 

graduate credit hours necessary to fulfill the requirements 

of subsection {l)(a} in counseling courses in an approved 

program within a period of 5 years; and 

ill of a ~rson who _EQ.ssesses a license or 

certification as a professional counselor from an agency 

located in another state whose reguirem~nts are less than 

the requirements of this chapter, by: 

(i) crediting past clinical experience in psychotherapy 

and counseling; and 

(ii) recommending additional education or experience 

necessary to fulfill the requirements of this chapter." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Saving clause. [This act] does 

not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that 

were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the 

effective date of this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act I is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Fonn BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0372, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act requiring that the Board of Social Work Examiners and Professional Counselors 
establish provisions by rule to account for partial fulfillment of the requirements for licensure as a professional counselor 
through a graduate degree or licensure from another state. 

Assumptions: 
1. There will be no significant change in the workbook. 
2. The additional rules needed will be accomplished within the current budget. 

FISCAL IMPACT: None. 

5J~L 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR 

~ --I ~~'1-3 
DATE 

I , /' ( u~ ~: ~-y;St, ~'l_-\ 
CHUCK swYsGooo'. PRIJ#<RYSPONsoi 

-~Y(,Y>J 
DATE 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for SB0372, as introduced 
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INTRODUCED BY 

l 

APPROVED 
BUSINESS 

--

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT THE 

BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS 

ESTABLISH PROVISIONS BY RULE TO ACCOUNT FOR PARTIAL 

FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE AS A 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR TBROUGB A GRADUATE OEGREE OR 

LICENSURE FROM ANOTHER STATE: AMENDING SECTION 37-23-202, 

MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it requires the board of social work examiners and 

professional counselors to adopt rules to provide an 

opportunity for persons who partially fulfill the 

requirements for licensure as a professional counselor to 

fulfill the requirements. It is the intent of the 

legislature that the board facilitate the licensure of those 

who have begun a course of education and experience as a 

professional counselor to meet the requirements of the 

board. It is not the intent of the legislature to allow a 

person without a graduate degree or a license from another 

state to circumvent the requirements for licensure. 
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LC 1326/01 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 37-23-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-23-202. Licensure requir-nts. ttt-~o-be--iieensed 

on--or-befere-Beee■ber-3i7-¼98i7-aa-a-profesaiena¼-eeanse¼or 

ander-this-ehapter7-an-app¼ieant--mast--ha•e--satisfaeteri¼y 

eo■p¼eted~ 

tst--s--plsnned--grsdaste--pregre■--of--stady--thst--wss 

primari¼y-eeanse¼in9-in-natare-whieh-resa¼ted-¼n-an-ad•anced 

degree--in-a-eeanse¼¼ng-fie¼d-fre11t-an-institation-aeeredited 

te-effer-saeh-a-degree-pregram~ 

tbt--i7888-hoars-sr-■sre-sf-pestdegree--work--experienee 

as--a--eeanseler--in--a--hoapita¼7--seheel7-ageney7-er-ether 

aaperwiaed-settin97 

tet--snd-passed-sn-exsminstisn-prepared-snd-scllllinistered 

by~ 

tit--the-board7-based-en-a-natiena¼-exa■inatien-apprewed 

by-the-board, 

tiit-the-nationa¼-board-ef-eertified-eoanse¼ers7-or 

tiiit-the-nationa¼-aeade■y-of-certified-c¼iniea¼--menta¼ 

heslth-eoanselors,-snd 

tdt--an--app¼¼eat¼on--form-and-process-preseribed-by-the 

beard--that--½ne¼udes--attb■ission--of---three---¼etters---of 

nom½ftat½oft-from-eoanae¼ora-er-re¼ated-professiena%s7-eaeft-of 

whom-ho¼ds-a-aaster~s-degree-or-higher-and-who-ean-attest-te 

the-qtta¼tty-of-the-app¼ieant~s-work~ 

-2- s(S l?J. 
SECOND READING 
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fitfil ~e--be--lieensed--afrer-Beeember-3¼ 7 -t9B~,-an An 

applicant for licensure must have satisfactorily completed: 

(a) a planned graduate program of 98--q~arter 60 

semester hours, primarily counseling in nature, n¼ne-q~arter 

6 semester hours of which were earned in an advanced 

counseling practicum, which resulted in a graduate degree 

from an institution accredited to offer a graduate program 

in counseling; 

(b) 2,000 hours of counseling practice supervised by a 

licensed professional counselor or licensed member of an 

allied mental health profession, at least half of which was 

postdegree. The applicant must have each supervisor endorse 

ft¼s the application for licensure, attesting to the number 

of hours supervised. 

(c) and passed an examination prepared and administered 

by: 

(i) the board, based on a national examination approved 

by the board; 

(ii) the national board of certified counselors; or 

(iii) the national academy of certified clinical mental 

health counselors; and 

(d) an application form and process prescribed by the 

23 board. 

24 

25 

(2) The board shall provide by rule for licensure: 

\a) of a person who possesses a minimum~~ semester 
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hour graduate degree that is primarily related to counseling 

and that is fr0111 an institution accredited to offer a 

graduate program in counseling, by specifying the additional 

graduate credit hours necessary to fulfill the requirements 

of subsection (l)(a) in counseling courses in an approved 

program within a period of 5 years; and 

(b) of a person· who possesses a license or 

certification as a professional counselor from an agency 

located in another state whose requirements are less than 

the requirements of this chapter, by: 

(i) crediting past clinical experience in psychotherapy 

and counseling; and 

(ii) rec0J11Dendin9 additional education or experience 

necessary to fulfill the requirements of this chapter." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. saving clause. (This act I does 

not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that 

were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before {the 

effective date of this act). 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act I is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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A BILL FOR AN'ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT TSE 

BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS 

ESTABLISH PROVISIONS BY RULE TO ACCOUNT FOR PARTIAL 

FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE AS A 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR THROUGH A GRADUATE DEGREE OR 

LICENSURE FROM ANOTHER STATE: AMENDING SECTION 37-23-202, 

MCA: ANO PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A ■tate■ent of intent is required for this bill because 

it requires the board of social work examiners and 

professional counselors to adopt rules to provide an 

opportunity for persona who putially fulfill the 

require■ents for licensure •• a profeHional counselor to 

fulfill the require■ents. It is the intent of the 

legislature that the board facilitate the liceneure of those 

who have begun a course of education and experience as a 

profe■■ional counselor to ■eet the require■ent■ of the 

board. It is not the intent of the legislature to allow a 

person without a graduate degree or a license froa another 

state to circu■vent the requirements for licensure. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY TSE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NON'l'ANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-23-202, MCA, is a■ended to read: 

"37-23-202. Licenaure requlr-nta. t¼t-~o-lle--¼ieensed 

on--or-before-Beeealler-3¼y-¼98iy-as-e-professiona¼-eoanse¼or 

ander-th¼s-eheptery-en-appi¼eent--■aet--he•e--eatiefaetori¼y 

eo■p¼eted-:-

t•t--a--pianned--9redaete--pr09re■--of--stady--that--••• 

pri■aei¼y-eoanse¼in9-in-natare-wtlieh-resa¼ted-in-an-•d•aneed 

de9ree--in-a-eoanee¼in9-fie¼d-fr--an-inetitation-eeeredited 

to-offer-■aeh-a-de9ree-pr09r••~ 

tbt--i7888-hoars-or-■ore-of-poatde9ree--wor~--e•perienee 

es--a--eoan•elor--in--a--heapi~al7--aehoo~T-•9efteyT-er-ether 

eaper•¼■ed-settin97 

tet--and-pa■■ed-an-exa■ination-prepared-and-adainiatered 

by-:-

tit--the-boardy-based-on-e-nationa¼-exa■ination-approwed 

by-the-board.,. 

tiit-the-netiona¼-ll>oard-of-eertified-eoan■e¼orsT-Or 

tiiit-the-nationa¼-eeade■y-of-eertified-eiinieai--■entai 

hea¼th-eoanse¼ora.,.-and 

tdt--en--app¼ieetion--for■-and-proeess-preserilled-by-the 

l>oard--that--ine¼ades--eal,■¼asion--ef---three---¼ettera---of 

fteaina~¼en-froa-eeanee¼ore-or-reia~ed-prefe■■ienaisy-eeeh-ef 

whoa-ho¼da-a-Nster~a-de9ree-or-hi9her-and-who-ean-attest-to 

the-qaa¼ity-ef-the-appi¼eant~s-workT 

-2- S~ l?~ 
THIRD READING 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

LC 1326/01 

titill ~e--be--l¼eensed--after-Beee•ber-3l 7 -l98~T-an An 

applicant for licensure must have satisfactorily completed: 

(a) a planned graduate program of 98--qt1arter 60 

semester hours, primarily counseling in nature, nine-qeareer 

6 semester hours of which were earned in an advanced 

counseling practicum, which resulted in a graduate degree 

from an institution accredited to offer a graduate program 

in counseling; 

(b) 2,000 hours of counseling practice supervised by a 

licensed profesaional counselor or licensed member of an 

allied ■ental health profession, at least half of which was 

postdegree, The applicant must have each supervisor endorse 

h¼a the application for licensure, attesting to the number 

of hours supervised. 

(cl and passed an examination prepared and administered 

by: 

(i) the board, based on a national examination approved 

by the board; 

(ii) the national board of certified counselors; or 

(iii) the national academy of certified clinical mental 

health counselors; and 

(dJ an application form and process prescribed by the 

23 board, 

24 

25 

(2) The board shall provide by rule for licensure: 

(a) of a person who po■seaaes a minimum 45 •~eater 
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hour graduate degree that ls prl-rily related to counseling 

and that is frooo an institution accredited to offer a 

graduata program in counseling. by specifying the additional 

graduate credit hours necessary to fulfill the regulre■ents 

of ■ub■ection jl)fa) in counseling course■ in an approved 

progra• within a period of 5 years; and 

ill of a ~BQ_IT who .22■-■essf!a a license or 

certification aa a professional counselor from an agency 

located in another state whose requirements ar~ less than 

the regui rements of this chapter, by.: 

(i) crediting past clinical experience in psychotherapy 

and counseling; and 

(iil reco■aending additional education or experience 

necessary to fulfill the requirements of this chapter." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. saving clause. [This act) does 

not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that 

were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the 

effective date of this act). 

NEW SECTION, Section 3. Bffective date. [Thia act) is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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SENATE BILL NO. 372 

INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOD 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT THE 

BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS 

ESTABLISH PROVISIONS BY RULE TO ACCOUNT FOR PARTIAL 

FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE AS A 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR THROUGH A GRADUATE DEGREE OR 

LICENSURE FROM ANOTHER STATE; AMENDING SECTION 37-23-202, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it requires the board of social work examiners and 

professional counselors to adopt rules to provide an 

opportunity for persons who partially fulfill the 

requirements for licensure as a professional counselor to 

fulfill the requirements. It is the intent of the 

legislature that the board facilitate the licensure of those 

who have begun a course of education and experience as a 

professional counselor to meet the requirements of the 

board. It is not the intent of the legislature to allow a 

person without a graduate degree or a· license from another 

state to circumvent the requirements for licensure. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-23-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-23-202. Licensure requirements. t¼t-~o-be--¼ieensed 

on--or-be£ore-Beeember-3%7-¼98T7-as-a-pro£essiona¼-eottnse¼or 

ttnder-this-ehapter,-an-app¼ieant--mnst--have--satisfaetori¼y 

eomp¼eted~ 

tat--a--p¼anned--graduate--program--0£--study--that--was 

pr¼mari¼y-eottnse¼ing-in-natttre-whieh-restt¼ted-in-an-advaneed 

degree--in-a-eottnse¼ing-£¼e¼d-£rom-an-instittttion-aeered±ted 

to-0££er-stteh-a-degree-pro9ram; 

tbt--%7998-hottrs-or-more-0£-postdegree--wor~--experienee 

as--a--eottnae¼or--in--a--hosp±ta¼7--se~oo¼7-a9eney,-or-other 

supervised-setting; 

tet--and-passed-an-examination-prepared-and-administered 

by~ 

tit--the-board7-based-on-a-nationa¼-examination-approved 

by-the-board~ 

tiit-the-nationa¼-board-0£-eertified-eottnse¼ors;-or 

tiiit-tfte-nationa¼-aeademy-0£-eertif¼ed-e¼iniea¼--mentai 

ftea¼tft-eottnse¼ors;-and 

tdt--an--applieation--£orm-and-proeess-preseribed-by-the 

board--tftat--ine¼ades--eabmission--of---tftree---¼etters---0£ 

nomination-from-eottnse¼ors-er-related-professionaTe 7 -eaeft-of 

whom-ho¼ds-a-master~s-degree-or-ftigher-and-who-ean-attest-to 

the-quality-0£-the-app¼ieantLs-werk~ 

-2- SB 372 
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titill ~e--be--¼iccnaed--atter-Becember-~¼,-¼98~7-an An 

applicant for licensure must have satisfactorily completed: 

(a) a planned graduate program of 98--qttarter 60 

semester hours, primarily counseling in nature, n¼ne-~uarter 

6 semester hours of which were earned in an advanced 

counseling practicum, which resulted in a graduate degree 

from an institution accredited to offer a graduate program 

in counseling; 

(b) 2,000 hours of counseling practice supervised by a 

licensed professional counselor or licensed member of an 

allied mental health profession, at least half of which was 

postdegree. The applicant must have each supervisor endorse 

his the application for licensure, attesting to the nu.raber 

of hours supervised. 

(c) and passed an examination prepared and administered 

by: 

(i) the board, based on a national examination approved 

by the board; 

(ii) the national board of certified counselors; or 

{iii) the national academy of certified clinical mental 

health counselors; and 

22 (d) an application form and process prescribed by the 

23 board. 

24 (2) The board shall provide by rule for licensure: 

25 (a) of a person who possesses a minimum 45 semester 

-3- SB 372 
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hour graduate degree that is primarily related to counseling 

and that is from an institution accredited to offer a 

graduate program in counseling, by specifying the additional 

graduate credit hours necessary to fulfill the requirements 

of subsection {l)(a) in counseling courses in an approved 

program within a period of 5 years; and 

(b) of a person who possesses a license or 

certification as a professional counselor from an agency 

located in another state whose requirements are less than 

the requirements of this chapter, by: 

(i) crediting past clinical experience in psychotherapy 

and counseling; and 

(ii) recommending additional education or experience 

necessary to fulfill the requirements of this chapter.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Saving clause. [This act] does 

not affect rights and duties that matured; penalties that 

were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the 

effective date of this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- SB 372 




