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INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REQUIRING THAT THE
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS
ESTABLISH PROVISIONS BY RULE TO ACCOUNT FOR PARTIAL
FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE AS A
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR THROUGH A GRADUATE DEGREE OR
LICENSURE FROM ANOTHER STATE; AMENDING SECTION 37-23-202,

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. "

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A statement of intent is required for this bill because
it requires the board of social work examiners and
professional counselors to adopt rtules to provide an
opportunity for persons who partially fulfill the
requirements for licensure as a professional counselor to
fulfill the requirements. It is the 1intent of the
legislature that the board facilitate the licensure of those
who have begun a course of education and experience as a
professional counselor to meet the rtequirements of the
board. It is not the intent of the legislature to allow a
person without a graduate degree or a license from another

state to circumvent the requirements for licensure.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 37-23-202, MCA, is amended to read:
"37-23-202, Licensure requirements. ti)}-Fo-be--ticensed

sn--or-before-December-3t7-19877-as-a-professionat-counseior

under-this-echapeer;-—an-appiieane—-muat--have—--satisfactorilty
compieted:
tar--a--planned--graduave--program--cf--scudy-—that--was
primarity-counseting-in-nature-which-resuited-in-an-advanced
degree—-in-a-counsetring-fieid-from-an-institution-accredited
to-offer-such-a-degree-program;
tb}--27008-hours-or-more-of-poscdegree——work——experience
as--a--eounseor-—-in--a--hospitaiv——-sechesis-agencyr-er-other
supervised-sertings
tey——and-passed-an-examination-prepared-and-adminiscered
by+
tiy--the-boardr-based-on—a-nationai-examination-approved
by-the-boards
tity-the-nationai-board-of-certified-ecounseiors;-or
tiiiy-the-national-academy-cf-certified-crintcal--mental
heatth-counseiorss-and
tdy-—an--appiication--form-and-process-prescribed-by-the
board--that-—incltudes-—-submisaton--of--—-chree-—-lertera—--of
nomination-from-counseiors-sr-reiated-professionata;-each-of
whom-hoidas-a-masteris-degree-or-higher-and-who-can-atteat-to

the-quaitity-of-the-appliicantis-work:

oo S8372
INTRODUCED BILL
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t2¥{1} Te-—-be--iicensed--after-Becember-3t;-198%;-an An
applicant for licensure must have satisfactorily completed:

{a) a planned graduate program of 398--guarter 60
Eemester hours, primarily counseling in nature, nine-guarter
& semester hours of which were earned in an advanced
counseling practicum, which resulted in a graduate degree
from an institution accredited to offer a graduate program
in counseling;

{(b) 2,000 hours of counseling practice supervised by a
licensed professional counselor or licensed member of an
allied mental health profession, at least half of which was
postdegree. The applicant must have each supervisor endorse
his the application for licensure, attesting to the number
of hours supervised. .

{c) and passed an examination prepared and administered
by:

(i) the board, based on a national examination approved
by the board;

{ii) the national board of certified counselors; or

(iii) the national academy of certified clinical mental
health counselors; and

(d}) an applicaticn form and process prescribed by the
board.

{2) The board shall provide by rule for licensure:

{a) of a person who possesses a minimum 45 semester
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hour graduate deqree that is primarily related to counseling

and that is from an institution accredited to offer a

graduate program in counseling, by specifying the additional

qraduate credit hours necessary to fulfill the requirements

of subsection {13}ta) in counseling courges in an approved

program within a period of 5 years; and

(b) of a person who possesses a license or

certification as a professional counselor from an _agency

located in another state whose requirements are less than

the requirements of this chapter, by:

(i) crediting past clinical experience in psychotherapy

and counseling; and

{ii) recommending additional education or experience

necessary to fulfill the requirements of this chapter."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. BSaving clause. [This act] does
not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that
were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the
effective date of this act].

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

~End~



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0372, as introduced

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act requiring that the Board of Social Work Examiners and Professional Counselors
establish provisions by rule to account for partial fulfillment of the requirements for licensure as a professicnal counselorx
through a graduate degree or licensure from another state.

Assumptions:
1. There will be no significant change in the workbook.
2. The additicnal rules needed will be accomplished within the current budget.

FISCAL IMPACT: None.

@M i«wﬂ 2593 ( | oo /,\Lﬂu e :»%»{\ _;7/’_7/}; 5

DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE CHUCK SWYSGOOD, PRIMARY /SPONSOR‘ DATE
Office of Budget and Program Planning .
Fiscal Note for SB0372, as introduced
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY

BIF? NO.-E;7:L-
AL

INTRODUCED BY

[
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT THE
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS
ESTABLISH PROVISIONS BY RULE TO ACCOURT FOR PARTIAL
FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE AS A
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELCR THROUGH A GRADUATE DEGREE OR
LICENSURE FROM ANOTHER STATE; AMENDING SECTION 37-23-202,

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A statement of intent is required for this bill because
it requires the board of social work examiners and
professional counselors to adopt rules to provide an
opportunity for persons who partially fulfill the
requirements for licensure as a professional <counselor to
fulfill the requirements. It is the intent of the
legislature that the board facilitate the licensure of those
who have begun a course of education and experience as a
professional counselor to meet the requirements of the
board. It is not the intent of the legislature to allow a

person without a graduate degree or a license from another

state to circumvent the reguirements for licensure.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 37-23-202, MCA, is amended to read:
*37-23-202. Licensure requirements. {i1}-Fo-be--iicensed

on--or-before-Becember-31y-19877-as~a-profeasionai-counselor

under-this-chaptery-an-appiicant--pust-—-have--satianfacterity
compieteds
tay—-a--pianned--graduate--program—-of—-study--that--was
primarity-counseitng-in-nature-which-resunited-in-an-advanced
degree——in-a-counseting-£fietd-from-an-institution-accredited
to-offer-such-a-degree-pregrams
tby--27880-hours-or-more-of -pontdegree-—work--experience
as--a--counselter--in—-a--hospitals--schooitr-agencyr-er-other
supervised-settings
{cy--and-passed-an-examination-prepared-and-adminiseered
bys
tt3-—the-boardy-based-on-a-nationai-examination-approved
by-the-boerd:
tity-the-nationat-board-of-certified-counseters;-or
titiy-the-nationat-academy-of-certifred-ciinicai--mentail
heaith-counseiors;-and
téd3--an--appiication—-form-and-process-prescribed-by-the
board--that--inciudes--submission--of---three---letters-—-of
nomination-from-counsetors-or-reiated-professionats;-each-of
whom-holda-a-master's-degree-or-higher-and-who-can-attest-to

the-quatity-of-the-appiteantia-works

.. S8372

SECOND READING
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t2¥{l) Feo--be--licensed--after-Becember-31;-19877-an An
applicant for licensure must have satisfactorily completed:

fa) a planned graduate program of 96--quarter 60
semester hours, primarily counseling in nature, nine—-quarter
6 sgemester hours of which were earned in an advanced
counseling practicum, which resulted in a graduate degree
from an institution accredited to offer a graduate program
in counseling;

{b) 2,000 hours of counseling practice supervised by a
licensed professional counselor or licensed member of an
allied mental health profession, at least half of which was
postdegree. The applicant must have each supervisor endorse
his the application for licensure, attesting to the number
of hours supervised.

{c) and passed an examination prepared and administered
by:

(i} the board, based on a national examination approved
by the board;

(ii) the national board of certified counselors; or

(iii) the national academy of certified clinical mental
health counselors; and

{d} an application form and procesa prescribed by the

board.

(2) The board shall provide by rule for licensure;

{a) of a person who possesses a minimum 45 semester

-3=-
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hour graduate degree that is primarily related to counseling

and that is From an institution accredited to offer a

graduate program in counseling, by specifying the additional

graduate credit hours necessary to fulfill the requirements

of subsection (1){a) in counseling courses in an approved

program within a period of 5 years; and

{b) of a _ person who  poasesses a licengse or

certification as a professiconal counselgor from an agency

located in another state whose requirements are less than

the requirements of this chapter, by:

{i}) crediting past clinical experience in psychotherapy

and counseling; and

{ii}) recommending additional education or experience

necessary to fulfill the requirements of this chapter."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Saving clause. [This act] does
not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that
were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the
effective date of this act]).

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-
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BIL}- NO. 37&

INTRODUCED BY . %

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING TEBAT THE
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMTNERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS
ESTABLISH PROVISIONS BY RULE TO ACCOUNT FOR ?ARTIAL
FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR _LIC!HSURE AS A
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR THROUGH A GRADUATE DEGREE OR
L}CENSURB FROM ANOTHER STATE: AMENDING SECTION 37-23-202,

MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A statement of intent is reguired for this bill because
it requires the board of social work examiners and
professional counselors to adopt rules to provide an
apportuniiy for persons who partially fulfill the
requirements for licensure as a professional counselor to
fulfill the requirements. i1t is the intent of the
legislature that the board facilitate the licensure of those
who have begun a course of education and experience as a
professional counselor to meet the requirements of the
board. It is not the intent of the legislature to allow a
person without a graduate degree or a license from another

gtate to circumvent the requirements for licensure.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 37-23-202, MCA, is amended to read:
»37-23-202, Licensure requirements. {i}-To-be--iicensed

on--or-before-Becember-317y-1987y-ans-a-profeasionai-counsetor

under-this-chapterry-an-appiicant-——-muat--have--aatinfacterity
compieted:
{ajy--a--pianned--graduate--progran--of--study--that--was
primartiy-counseling-in-nature-which-resuited-in-an—advanced
degree--in-a-counseling-field-frem-an-institubtion-accredited
to-offer-such-a-degree-prograns
tb)--27688-hours-or-more-of-postdegree--work--esxperience
as--a——counselor--in--a-—hespitalry--schosl;-agenecy;-or-other
supervised-settings
tey--and-passed-an-exanination-prepared-and-administcered
by+
tiy--the-boardr-based-on-a-national-examination-appraved
by-the-boards
tii)-che-nationai-board-of-certified-connsetorar;-or
tiiiy-the-nationat-acadeny-cf-certified-eiinicat--mental
health-counsetorar—-and
tdy--an--appiication--form-and-process-preseribed-by-the
board--that--inctudes--submission--of---three---ietters-—-of
nomination-from-counselors-or-retated-profesaionaltsy-each-of
whom-holds-a-masterin-degree-or-higher-and-who-can-attest-to

the-gquatity-of-the-applicantis-works:

o SB372
THIRD READING
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t24(1} Po--be--iicensed--after-Becember-317;-19837-an An
applicant for licensure must have satisfactorily.completed:

{a) a planned graduate program of 96--gquarter 60
semester hours, primarily counseling in nature, nine-quarter
6 semegter hours of which were earned in an advanced
counseling practicum, which resulted in a graduate degree
from an institution accredited to offer a graduate program
in counseling;

(b) 2,000 hours of counseling practice supervised by a
licensed professional counselor or licensed member of an
allied mental health profession, at least half of which was
postdegree. The applicant must have each supervisor endorse
his the application for licensure, attesting to the number

of hours superviged.

(¢} and passed an examination prepared and administered’

by:

{i) the board, based Oon a national examination approved
by the board;

{ii) the national board of ée:titied counselors; or

{iii) the national academy of certified clinical mental
health counselors; and

{d) an application form and procesﬁ prescribed by the
board.

{2) The board shall provide by rule for licensure:

{a) of a person who possesses a minimum 45 semester

-3~
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hour graduate degree that is primarily related tc counaseling

and that is from an institution accredited to offer a

graduate program in counselinq, by specifying the additional

graduate credit hours necessary to fulfill the requirements

of subsection {l)(a) in counseling courses in an approved

program within a period of 5 years; and

(b} of a person who poOssSesses a license or

certification as a professional counselor from an agency

located in another state whose reguirements are less than

the requirements of this chapter, by:

(i} crediting past clinical experience in psychotherapy

and counseling; and

{ii}) recommending additional education or experience

necessary to fulfill the'reguirements of this chapter.”

NEW SECTION. Section 2. saving clause. [This act}] does
not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that
were 1ncurted,' or proceedings that were begun before [the
effective date of this act]. 7

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 372

INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOD
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT THE
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS
ESTABLISH PROVISIONS BY RULE TO ACCOUNT FOR PARTIAL
FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE AS A
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR THROUGH A GRADUATE DEGREE OR
LICENSURE FROM ANOTHER STATE; AMENDING SECTION 37-23-202,

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A statement of intent is required for this bill because
it requires the board of social work examiners and
professional counselors to adopt rules to provide an
opportunity for persons who partially fulfill the
requirements for licensure as a professional counselor to
fulfill the requirements. It is the intent of the
legislature that the board facilitate the licensure of those
who have begun a course of educatiorn and experience as a
professional counselor to meet the requirements of the
board. It is not the intent of the legislature to allow a
person without a graduate degree or a license from another

state to circumvent the requirements for licensure.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 37-23-202, MCA, is amended to read:
"1317-23-202. Licensure requirements. tiy-Ffo-be--ticenaed

on--or-pefore-Pecember-31;-19077-as-a-professionai-counsetor

under-this-ehaptery-an-appiicant—-muse--have--satisfactoriiy
compieteds ‘
tay-——a--planned--graduate——program——of-—study-—that--was
primarily-counseling-in-nature-which-resutted-in-an-advanced
degree--in-a-counseiting-£ietd-from-an-institution-aceredited
to-affer-such-a-degree-program;
tby--27986-hours-sr-more-of-postdeqree—-work--experience
as--a--counneter--rn-—-a--hospitair--schoalty-agency;-or-othes
supervised-setbings
tey--and-passed-an-examination-prepared-and-adminiastered
by+
ti}--the-beoardrs-based-on-a-naticnai-examinatien-approved
by-the-board;
tity-the-nationat-board-of-certified-connsetors:-or
titery-the-naticnat-academy-cf-cercified-etinicai--mentai
health-counsaiors;—and
tdy--an--application--£form-and-preocess-praseribed-by-the
board—-that--inciudes-—submiaston——-of-———three---tetteras——-of
nomination-from-counselors-ar-retated-professionaisr-each-of
whom-hoids-a-masteris-degree-or-higher-and-who-can-attest—to

the-quatity-of-the-appiteancis—works

-2- SB 372
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+2¥(1) ®Peo--be--iicensed--nfter-Becember-3i7-13877-an An
applicant for licensure must have satisfactorily completed:

{a) a planned graduate program of 8S8--guarter 60
semester hours, primarily counseling in nature, nine-quarter
6 semester hours of which were earned in an advanced
counseling practicum, which resulted in a graduate degree
from an institution accredited to cffer a graduate program
in counseling;

(b) 2,000 hours of counseling practice supervised by a
licensed professional counselor or licensed member of an
allied mental health profession, at least half of which was
postdegree. The applicant must have each supervisor endorse
his the application for licensure, attesting te the number
of hours supervised.

(c) and passed an examination prepared and administered
by:

{i) the board, based on a national examination approved
by the board;

{ii) the naticnal board of certified counseloprs; or

{iii) the national academy of certified clinical mental
health counselors; and

(d}) an application form and process prescribed by the
board.

{2) The board shall provide by rule for licensure:

{a) of a person who possesses a minimum 45 semester

-3 sB 372
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hour graduate degree that ig primarily related to counseling

and that is from an institution accredited to offer a

graduate program in counseling, by specifying the additional

graduate credit hours necessary to fulfill the reguirements

of gubsection {1}(a) in counseling courses in an_ approved

program within a period of 5 years; and

(b) of a persan who possesses a license or

certification as a professional cocunselor from an agency

located in another state whose reguirements are less than

the requirements of this chapter, by:

{i) crediting past c¢linical experience in psychotherapy

and counseling; and

{ii) recommending additionali education or experience

necessary te Ffulfill the reguirements of this chapter."”

NEW SECTION, Section 2. saving clause. [This act] does
not affect rights and duties that matured: penalties that
were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the
effective date of this act].

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-
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