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IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 48; NOES, O. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON BUSINESS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

POSTED ON CONSENT CALENDAR. 

CONSENT CALENDAR, QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 90; NOES, 6. 

RETURNED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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INTRODUCED BY_~C NO. 3\\q 
~ (?.o.g 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING A TENANT'S 

5 RIGHT TO APPEAR AND MOVE TO DISMISS A LANDWRD'S COMPLAINT, 

6 AND ESTABLISHING A 10-DAY PERIOD WITHIN WHICH A TENANT IS 

7 REQUIRED TO ANSWER A LANDWRD' S COMPLAINT AND SUMMONS IN A 

8 LANDWRD'S ACTION FOR UNLAWFUL DETAINER." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section 70-24-427, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "70-24-427. Landlord's reaedies after teraination. If 

13 the rental agree■ent is ter■inated, the landlord has a claim 

14 for possession as prescribed in 70-27-108 and for rent and a 

15 separate claim for actual damages for any breach of the 

16 rental agreement.R 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Tenant• s appearance and 

18 answer. On or before the day fixed for appearance in an 

19 unlawful detainer action, the tenant may appear and answer 

20 or move to dismiss the landlord's complaint for failure to 

21 state a claim. In any case, a tenant shall answer the 

22 complaint and summons within 10 days. 

23 NEW SECTIQt,1, Section 3. Codification instruction. 

24 [Section 21 is intended to be codified as an integral part 

25 of Title 70, chapter 24, part 4, and the provisions of Title 

~,_ ... ,_,...... 

l 70, chapter 24, part 4, apply to [section 2]. 

-End-

s£3 3'f'f 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

SENATE BILL NO. 349 

INTRODUCED BY CHRISTIAENS, WILSON, REA 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT BST"8blSHtN6-A-TBNANT~S 

Rf6HT-T8-APPBAR-AN8-M8YB-T8-BISMfSS-A-bllNBb8RB~s--eeMPbAINT7 

llNB ESTABLISHING A 10-DAY PERIOD WITHIN WHICH A TENANT IS 

REQUIRED TO ANSWER A LANDLORD'S COMPLAINT AND SUMMONS IN A 

LANDLORD'S ACTION FOR UNLAWFUL DETAINER, AND AMENDING 

SECTION 70-27-115, MCA." 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

SB 0349/02 

oE-Tit¼e-i07 -ehapter-~47 -par~-47-aftd-the-pPov¼sions-0£-Tit¼e 

78,-ehapter-z47 -part-47 -apply-to-teeetion-ztT 

SECTION 1. SE:CTIQ!-1 _70-27-115, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

•70-27-115. Defendant's appearance and answer. On or 

before the day fixed for his the defendant 1 s appearance, the 

defendant may appear and answer or move to dismiss the 

complaint for failure to state a claim. In any case, the 

defendant shall answer th~ ~9m]2_laint and summons within 10 

days." 

10 -End-

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section-f~-S-iet1-~8-z4-4z~7-M€Ar-±e-amended-te-r~sd~--

l3 •T&-i4-4~TT--hand¼ordLs-remedies-erteP--termiftatioftT--¼£ 

14 the-renta¼-agreemene-¼s-eerm±natedT-the-¼and¼ord-ftae-a-e¼a¼m 

15 for-possession as-preseribed-in-79-iT-¼98 and-for-rent-and-a 

16 separate--e¼a¼m--Eer--aettta¼--daftl4ges--for-any-breaeh-o£-the 

17 renta¼-agreement.u 

18 NBW-SB€Tt0NT--Section-2~-~~sn~~s----st,pesrsnee-----and--

19 answer.--en--or--be£ore--the--day-fixed-for-appearanee-in-an 

20 ttn¼awftt¼-detainer-aet¼onT-the-tenant-may-appear--and--answer 

21 or--meve--to-d±sm±ss-the-¼and¼ord~s-eomp¼aint-£or-£a¼¼are-to 

22 state-a-e¼aimT-¼n--any--ease,--a--tena~t--sha¼¼--answer--the 

23 eomp¼aint-and-Sttfflfflons-w¼thin-¼e-dayse 

24 NBW-SB€Tf0NT--Section-3~-eed±£ieatien------ins~~ttetien7--

2s tseetion--%1--±s-intended-~o-be-eedified-as-an-integrai-part 

~- .... .,, .... ,"""". 
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SENATE BILL NO, 349 

INTRODUCED BY CHRISTIAENS, WILSON, REA 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT i!S'PABbfSHfNEI-A-'PIINAlftl.LS 

Rf8B'P-'P9-APPBAR-ANB-M8YB-'P9-IHSMfS9-A-bAN9bEIR~9--E!9MP&AfN'P7 

ANB ESTABLISHING A 10-DAY PERIOD WITHIN WHICH A TENANT IS 

REQUIRED TO ANSWER A LANDLORD'S COMPLAINT AND SUMMONS IN A 

LANDLORD'S ACTION FOR UNLAWFUL DETAINER;: AND AMENDING 

SECTION 70-27-1~5, MCA," 
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SB 0349/02 

of-'P¼tie-187-eha~er-i47-part-47-aftd-the-prO'l'¼aiofts-of-'Pitie 

187-eha~er-247-part-47-appiy-to-tseetioft-itT 

SECTION 1. SECTION 70-27-115, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

•10-21-11.s. Defendant's appearance and answer. On or 

before the day fixed for his the defendant's appearance, the 

defendant may appear and answer or move to dismiss the 

complaint for failure to state a claim. In any case, the 

defendant shall answer the complaint and summons within 10 

days.• 

lO -End-

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Sect1on-t~-seet:iOt1-~8-~◄-'~~7-MeA-,-is-.... ftded-to-read~--

13 •~e-i4-4i1T--1,eftdiord.Ls-reaedies-after--terainstionT--ff 

14 the-rentai-sgree-nt-is-terainated7-the-isftdiord-has-o-eiaia 

15 for-possession as-preseribed-¼n-~8-21-188 and-for-rent-and-a 

16 separate--e¼aia--for--aetasl--daaages--for-sny-breseh-of-the 

17 rentai-agree■entT• 

18 NBW-SBe'Pf8N..---Sectio11 2~-'Peftant~s----appearaflee-----and--

19 ansverT--8fl--or--before--the--day-fi•ed-for-appearanee-in-an 

20 an¼avfa¼-detainer-aetion7-the-tenant-aay-appear--and--answer 

21 or--aewe--to-dis■¼ss-the-iandiord.Ls-e011pisint-for-failare-to 

22 stete-a-e!ai■T-fn--any--ease7--a--tenant--eha¼¼--answer--the 

23 eo■piaint-and-s-ons-within-18-days..-

24 Nsw-see'Pt8NT--Section s~-eodifieation------iftstruetiOt1~--

2s tseetion--it--is-intended-to-be-eodif¼ed-ss-sft-integral-part 

~._.,.,,_ ,_ 
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SENATE BILL NO. 349 

INTRODUCED BY CHRISTIAEIIS, IIILSON, REA 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT B9'PIUl&f9Bfll8-A-~-9 

Rf8B~-'l'8-APPBAR-ANB-M8YB-'!'8-Bf SMf B9-A-&AM9&9RB'-9- -E!811Pblt.flft'1"•· 

It.NB ESTABLISHING A 10-DAY PERIOD WITHIN IIBICB A TEMANT IS 

REQUIRED TO ANSWER A LANDLORD'S COMPLAINT AND SUMMONS IN A 

LANDLORD'S ACTION FOR UNLAIIFUL DETAINER;_ AND A.MENDING 

SECTION 70-27-115, MCA.• 
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SB 0349/02 

ef-~itle-~B7-eh■pter-i47-part-47-■nd-the-prowiaiona-of-~itle 

~97-eh■pter-147-part-47-■ppff-to-taeetion-itT 

SECTION 1. S~ION 70-27-115, MCA, IS A.MENDED TO READ: 

•70-27-115. Defendant•• appearance and an•-•· On or 

before the day fixed for hi• the defendant's appearance, the 

defendant -y appear and answer or move to dis■lss the 

co■plaint for failure to state a clai■• In any case, the 

defendant shall answer the co■plaint and summons within 10 

days.• 

10 -End-

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LflGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Seetiou 't :--seeu--~e-14-41~7-lff!A-,-i9--,.ded-t&-read.,,--

l J •~e-14-4i~T--&andiord .. a-re■edies-efter--ter■inatieftT--ff 

14 the-rentai-agree■ent-ia-ter■inetedy-the-lalltllord-h■a-■-el■i• 

15 for-possession aa-preaeribed-in-~8-i~-199 and-for-rent-and-a 

16 separste--eiaia--for--aetaa¼--dll■Bges--for-■nr-lweaeh-of-the 

17 refttal-a~reeaent~• 

18 N1111-se~1e1h--Seetio11 2:--'!eftat1t .. 11----appearaftee-----aftd---

19 anawerT--8ft--or--before--the--d•r-fi•ed-for-appearanee-in-an 

20 sn¼awfal-detainer-aetiony-the-tenant-■ay-appear--and--anawer 

21 or---•e--to-dia■iaa-the-¼and¼ord .. s-e-piaint-for-failare-te 

22 atate-a-e¼ai■~-ln--any--eaaey--a--tenant--eha¼i--anewer--the 

23 eo■p¼aint-and-sa■-ns-within-¼9-d&fST 

24 NB11-see•ne11.-- Section 9:--eedifieau-------ift1'traeu--.--

25 tBeetion--lt--ia-intended-te-be-eodified-as-an-integrai-part 

~ .. ,_c_ -2- SB 349 

REFERENCE BILL 
CONSENT CALENDAR 




