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INTRODUCED BY 

5-o.'!.. 
if Lt.ut;, ,/ 

BILL NO.~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT COORDINATING SALARY 

INCREASES FOR SUPREME COURT JUSTICES AND DISTRICT COURT 

JUDGES WITH INCREASES FOR STATE EMPLOYEES; INDEXING JUDICIAL 

SALARIES TO THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX; AMENDING SECTIONS 

2-16-404 AND 3-5-211, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-16-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-16-404. salaries of supreae court justices. (1) ill 

The salary of the chief justice of the supreme court is as 

follows: 

tat--$59y1ri-begtnntng-daly-l,-l99¼, 

tbt--$6l7Tii-begtnntng-danaary-¼7-¼99r, 

tet--$6371ri-begtnntng-daly-l7-l99i, 

tdtill $65,722: plus begtnntng--danaary--l,-19937-and 

each-£isea¼-year-~fterea£terT 

(ii) beginning July l, 1993, the same percentage 

increase in salary and benefits provided to other state 

employees beginning July 1, 1993; or 

(iii) beginning July l, 1994~ the same percentage 

increase in salary and benefits provided to other state 
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LC 0916/01 

employees beginning July l, 1994. 

(b) Beginning July 1, 19~~ and in each succeedin~ 

fiscal year, the salary is calculated by adding to the 

annual salary on January 1, 1995, an increment of 100\ of 

the previous calendar year's consumer price index for all 

urban consumers, as determined by the U.S. department of 

labor, bureau of labor statistics, or of any other index 

that the bureau of business and economic research of the 

university of Montana may in the future recognize as the 

successor to that index. The cost-of-living increment for 

the fiscal year beginning July l, 1995, and for each 

subsequent fiscal year must be added to all cost-of-living 

increments for previous years. 

(2) ~ The salary of a justice of the supreme court is 

as follows: 

tat--$58745i-begtnfttng-daly-¼7-¼99¼7 

tbt--$68745i-beginning-danttary-¼7 -l99i, 

tet--,6i745i-begtnfttng-da¼y-¼7-l99i7 

tdtill $64,452; plus begtnning--aanuary--¼7-¼~937-and 

eaeh-t~sea¼-year-~hereatter. 

(ii) beginning July 1, 199J~ the same percentage 

increase in salary and benefits provided to other state 

employees beginning July 1, 1_~~~~ or 

(iii) beginning July 1, 1994, the same percentage 

increase in salary and benefits provided to other state 

-2- S6 3J' 
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employees beginning July 1, 1994. 

(b) Beginning July 1, 1995, and in each succeeding 

fiscal year, the salary is calculated by adding to the 

annual salary on January 1, 1995, an increment of 100\ of 

the previous calendar year's consumer price index for all 

urban consumers, as determined by the U.S. department of 

labor, bureau of labor statistics, or of any other index 

that the bureau of business and economic research of the 

university of Montana may in the future recognize as the 

successor to that index. The cost-of-living increment for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1995, and for each 

subsequent fiscal year must be added to all cost-of-living 

increments for previous years." 

Section 2. Section 3-5-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

•J-5-211. Salaries and expenses of district jud4jes. 

(1) ~ The annual salary of each district judge is as 

follows: 

tat--$5T,lT8-beg±nning-ott¼y-l,-l99l7 

tbt--$59,lT8-beginning-oanttary-l,-l99i7 

tet--$6l7lT8-beg±nnin9-ottly-l,-l99i7 

tdtill $63,178; plus beg±nn±ng--oanttary--l,-±9937 -and 

eaeh-£isea¼-year-~fterea£~er. 

(ii) beginning July 1, 1993, the same percentage 

increase in salary and benefits provided to othe~ state 

25 employees beginning July 1, 1993; or 
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(iii) beginning July b_ 1~94, the same percentage 

increase in salary and benefits provided to other state 

employees beginning July l, 1994. 

(b) Beginning July 1, 1995, and in each succeeding 

fiscal year, the salary is calculated by adding to the 

annual salary on January 1, 1995, an increment of 100\ of 

the previous calendar year's consumer price index for all 

urban consumers, as determined by the U.S. department of 

labor, bureau of labor statistics, or of any other index 

that the bureau of business and economic research of the 

university of Montana may in the future recognize as the 

successor to that index. The cost-of-living increment for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1995, and for each 

subsequent fiscal year must be added to all cost-of-living 

increments for previous years. 

(2) Actual and necessary expenses for each district 

judge sha¼¼-&e are the travel expenses, as defined and 

provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, incurred in the 

performance of his official duties." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act) is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA· FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0336. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: Coordinates salary and benefits increases for Supreme Court justices and district 
court judges with increases for state employees. The bill also indexes judicial salaries to the consumer price index (CPI) 
beginning July 1, 1995 (FY96). 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. There are 44 justices and judges covered under this bill: seven Supreme Court justices and 37 district court judges. 
2. The executive pay proposal increases the state contribution to employee group insurance by $240 in FY94 and $480 in FY95 

above the current contribution level. The increase in general fund would amount to $10,560 in FY94 (44 x $240) and 
$21,120 in FY95 (44 X $480). 

3. Beginning in FY96, justice and judge salaries will be increased by the annual CPI percentage regardless of the salary 
and benefit increases, if any, adopted for other elected officials and state employees. 

FISCAL IMPACT: Judiciary: 
y ':!4 FY ':!5 

~urrent Law PrQQosed Law Difference Current Law Progosed Law Difference 
FTE 92.50 92.50 0.00 92.50 92.50 0.00 
Personal Services 4,926,982 4,937,542 10,560 4,939,734 4,960,854 21,120 
Operating Expenses 1,274,474 1,274,474 0 1,273,780 1,273,780 0 
Equipment 353,005 353,005 0 372,010 372,010 0 
Grants 3,143.290 3.143.2:!Q 0 3,291,290 3,291,290 0 

Total 9,697,751 9,708,311 10,560 9,876,814 9,897,934 21,120 
Funding: 
General Fund 8,912,856 8,923,416 10,560 9,058,493 9,079,613 21,120 
State Special Revenue 784.~:!5 784,895 Q 818.321 818.321 0 

Total 9,697,751 9,708,311 10,560 9,876,814 9,897,934 21,120 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
Beginning in FY96, Supreme Court justice and district court judge salaries will be increased by the annual CPI percentage 
regardless of the salary and benefit increases, if any, adopted for other elected officials and state employees. If the 
CPI increases 4\ per year, then salaries would increase a total of approximately $400,000 during the 1997 biennium 
(increased general fund expenditure). 

~ cf;;~ ""2-Ll..:f _J ~ 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for SB0336. as introduced 
.513 :11, 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

SENATE BILL NO. 336 

INTRODUCED BY YELLOWTAIL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT COORDINATING SALARY 

INCREASES FOR SUPREME COURT JUSTICES AND DISTRICT COURT 

JUDGES WITH INCREASES FOR STATE EMPLOYEES; lNBBMiN8-oBBl€iAh 

SAhARiBS-'l'8-~HB--€8NSBMBR--PRl€B--iNBBM7 AMENDING SECTIONS 

2-16-404 AND 3-5-211, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-16-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-16-404. Salaries of supreae court justices. (1) ~ 

The salary of the chief justice of the supreme court is as 

follows: 

tat--$597iii-beginning-ott¼y-l7-l99¼7 

tbt--$6¼7Tii-beginning-oanttary-l7-l99i7 

tet--$637Tii-beginning-attly-¼7-l99i7 

tdt:!:±iill $65,722; plus beginning-oanttary-¼7-¼9937-and 

eaeh-!isea¼-year-thereef~era 

fiit(Bl beginning July 1, 1993, the same pereentage 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

eth~r CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1993; or 

t±±±t(C} beginning July 1, 1994, the same percentage 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 
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SB 0336/02 

other CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1994. 

tbt -Be9innin9-ott¼y-l7--l9957--and--in- eseh etteeeeding 

r±~ca¼--year7--the--sa¼ary--±e--ealett¼ated--by-add±ft9-to-the 

anntta¼-sa¼ary-oft-aanttary-¼,-¼9957-a~~±neremeftt--0£--¼88%--0£ 

the--prev±ott9--ea¼endar--yearis-consumer-priee-index-£or-a¼¼ 

ttrban-eoftettmere,-ae-determined-by--the--e.s.--department--0£ 

¼abor7--bttreatt--0£--¼abor--statiet±e97-er-of-any-other-index 

that-the-bttreau-ot-bus¼neee-and--eeo_!'lomie--reeeareh--or--the 

ttni~ers¼ty--o£--Mofttana--may--±n-the-£tttttre-reeogni~e-as-the 

stteeeesor-to-that-±n~e~.-~he--eost-0£-¼iv±ng--inerement--tor 

the--fisea¼--year--beg±nft±ng--Jtt¼y--¼7--¼995,--and--tor-eaeh 

sttbseqttent-£ieea¼-year-mttet-be-added-to--a¼¼--eost-e£-¼±•±ng 

±nerements-tor-pre•iotts-years. 

(2) ~ The salary of a justice of the supreme court is 

as follows: 

tet--$58,45i-beg±nnin9-attly-l7-l99¼7 

tbt--$68745i-be9innin9-oanttary-¼7-¼99i7 

tet--$6i,45i-beginning-dttly-l,-l99i7 

tdt:!:±iill $64,452; plus beg±nn±ng-oanttary-¼7-¼9937-snd 

eaeh-£±sea¼-year-therea£ter. 

t±±t{B) beginning July 1, 1993, the same pereefttage 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

other CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1993; or 

ti±±t(C) beginning July 1, 1994, the same pe~een~8ge 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

-2- SB 336 
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ot"er CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1994. 

tbt--Begi"nin9-attly-¼7--¼995,--and--in--eaeh--stteeeedtn9 

fiseai--yeer7--the--ea¼ary--ie--ea¼ett¼ated--by-addin9-to-the 

annaa¼-eaiary-on-danttary-¼7-¼9957-an-inerement--0£--¼88%--ef 

the--previotts--eaiendar--yearis-eonettmer-priee-index-ror-a¼i 

arban-eensomers,-ee-determined-by--the--H•S•--department--of 

iabor,--bdreeu--of--¼abor--etatisties 7 -or-o£-any-other-index 

that-the-bareatt-0£-basinees-end--eeonomie--researeh--of--the 

ani¥ersity--of--Montana--may--in-the-ftttttre-reeo9nize-as-the 

soeeesser-to-tftat-index.-~he--eost-of-¼i•i"g--±nerement:--fer 

~he--f±9ea¼--year--beg±nn±ng--att±y--i7--i995,--and--~er-eaeh 

ettbeeg~ent:-f±seai-year-mttet:-be-added-t:e--a¼¼--eost:-ef-¼±Y±ng 

±f'lleremettt:e-fer-pre.,±otte-year~•" 

Section 2. Section 3-5-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-5-211. Salaries and expenses of district judges. 

(1) fil The annual salary of each district judge is as 

fallows: 

tat--$57,l78-beginnin9-atlly-l,-l99l7 

tbt--$59,l78-beginning-aantlary-l,-l99~, 

tet--$6l,t78-beginning-atlty-t7 -l99~7 

tdt™ $63,178; plus beginning-aanaary-! 7 -¼9937-and 

eaeh-t±seai-year-t:hereaft:er~ 

t±±t(B) beginning July 1, 1993, the same pereent:age 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

other CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1993; or 
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t±±i}{C) beginning July 1, 1994, the same pereent:age 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

other CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1994. 

tbt--Beg±nning-dtt¼y-i,--i995,--and--±n--eaeh--stteeeed±ng 

£±eeai--yeer,--t:he--sa¼ary--i9--ea¼ett¼et:ed--by-addin9-te-t"e 

anntta¼-se¼ary-o"-aanttary-i,-¼995,-an-~nerem~nt--ef--¼88%--of 

t"e--prev±otts--eaiendar--yeari~-ee"sttmer-pr±ee-±ndex-fer-a¼¼ 

ttrban-eonsttffler~2-as-determined-by--the--~,s.--eeeartment--of 

¼abor,--bttreatt--ot--¼abor--stat±st±es,-or-ef-any-ether-±ndex 

t:hat:-tke-bttreatt-of-btts±nees-and--eeonom±e--reeeare"--of--t"e 

ttnivere¼ty--ef--Monta"a--may--in-the-tatttre-reeognize-as-t"e 

stteeeeser-to-t:hat-index,-~he--eost:-of-¼±v±n~--inerement--for 

the--fieea¼--year--be9inning--~tt¼y--i7--i9957--and--ror-eaeh 

sttbeegttent:-f±sea¼-year-mttet:-be-added-t:o--e¼¼--eest-of-¼±~±ng 

inerements-for-previotte-years• 

(2} Actual and necessary expenses for each district 

judge ~"a¼¼-be ~ the travel expenses, as defined and 

provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, incurred in the 

performance of ti.is official duties." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- SB 336 
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SEIIATE BILL NO. 336 

INTRODUCED BY YELLOIITAIL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT COORDINATING SALARY 

INCREASES FOR SUPREME COURT JUSTICES ANO DISTRICT COURT 

JUDGES WITH INCREASES FOR STATE EMPLOYEES; tNBBKfN8-d8BfetA& 

SAbARtBS-'l'8-~HB--e8NSYMBR--PRteB--tNBBllt AMENDING SECTIONS 

2-16-404 ANO 3-5-211, MCA; ANO PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-16-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-16-404. Salaries of supreae court justices. (l) ~ 

The salary of the chief justice of the supreme court is as 

follows, 

tat--f597iii-be9¼nn¼n9-da¼y-¼7-t99¼t 

tbt--f6¼7iii-be9¼ftft¼ft<J-danaary-t7-t99iT 

tet--f637iii-be9¼nn¼n9-daty-¼7-t99it 

tdtillill $65,722; plus be9tnn¼n9-aanaary-t7-t9937-and 

eaeh-f¼aeat-year-thereafterT 

tiit(BI beginning July 1 1 1993 1 the same pereenta9e 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

ether CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1 1 1993; or 

tiiit(C) beginning July 1 1 1994, the same percentage 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 
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SB 0336/02 

other CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July l, 1994. 

tbt--Beginnin9-daty-t7--t9957--and--in--each--aacceedin9 

fiscat--year7--the--aatar7--is--catcatated--b7-addin9-te-the 

annaat-aatar7-on-aanaary-t7-t9957-an-¼ncrement--ef--tee•--of 

tfte--prewions--ca¼ender--yearis-eonsmaer-priee-¼nde•-fer-a¼¼ 

arban-eens-era7-aa-deterained-by--the--YTBT--department--ef 

¼abory--bur~an--of--¼abor--atatis~icaz-or-of-any-o~her-inde• 

that-the-bareaa-ef-baaineas-and--eceneaic--reaearch--of--the 

nftiweraity--ef--Mentana---y--in-the-fatare-reeo9ni•e-ee-the 

aaeeeaaer-to-that-indexT-~he--ceat-ef-ti•ing--¼ncrement--fer 

the--fiacat--year--be9innin9--aaty--t7--¼99Sz--and--fer-each 

aabaeqaent-fiaeat-year-aaat-be-added-te--ait--ce■t-ef-ti•¼ng 

¼ftereaeft~e-for-prewio•e-yearaT 

(2) ~ The salary of a justice of the supreme court is 

as follows: 

t•t--f597tSi-be9innin9-6a¼y-¼7-t99it 

tbt--f68Tt5i-beginnin9-6anaary-t7-t99i~ 

tct--f6iTt5i-be9innin9-6aty-¼7-t99it 

tdtfilill $64,452; plus beg¼nn¼ng-danaary-¼7-¼9937-and 

each-fiaeat-yea•-thereafterT 

tiit(B) beginning July 11 1993, the same percentage 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

e~h~r CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1993: or 

fiiit(C) beginning July 1, 1994, the same percentage 

AVERAGE PERCENT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

-2- SB 336 
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~ CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1994. 

tht--Be9innin9-6n¼y-¼T--¼995T--and--in--eaeh--saeeeed¼n9 

fiaea¼--yeer7--the--sa¼ary--ia--ea¼ea¼aee-d--by-a~dift9-to-~he 

annna¼-aa¼ary-on-aannary-¼T-¼9957-an-inere11ent--of--¼981--of 

the--pre•¼eas--ea¼endar--year~a-eonsamer-priee-iftdex-fer-a¼¼ 

arhan-eensamers7-as-determined-by--the--STST--department--ef 

¼abor7--bttreaa--ef--¼eber--statiatiee7-er-of-any-ether-inde• 

that-the-bareaa-ef-basineas-and--eeeno■ic--reaearch--ef--the 

ani•erai~y--of--Mentana--111ay--in-the-fatare-reeegnize-as-tfte 

aaeeesser-te-thae-¼ndezT-~he--ee■t-ef-¼iTing--+nere■ent--fer 

the--fiaea¼--year--he9innin9--an¼y--¼T--¼9957--and--for-eaeh 

snhse'l"ent-fisea¼-year--st-he-added-to--a¼¼--east-of-¼¼•¼n9 

inerements-for-2t:ewie~a-yearaT" 

Section 2. Section 3-5-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

•3-5-211. Salaries and ezpenaee of district judges. 

(1) f!1 The annual salary of each district judge is as 

follaw<1: 

tat--$517¼~8-heg¼nn¼ng-aa¼y-¼T-¼99¼7 

tht--$597¼18-heg¼ftn¼ng-aan .... ry-¼T-i99it 

tet--$6¼7¼~8-lte9¼nnift9-aa¼y-¼7-¼99it 

tdtfilill $63,178; plus l:le<Jiltn¼ng-aaftHPY-¼7-¼ff~7-and 

eeeh-f¼sea¼-year-leltereeft-&r-:-

tHttB) beginning July 1, 1993, the Ullle pereent,age 

24 AVERAGE l'BRCEIIT increase in salary and -.efita provided to 

25 ~ Ct.ASSIP'IED atate employees beginning July 1, 1993: or 
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t¼¼¼t(C) beginning July 1, 1994, the saae pereent,age 

AVERAGE PERCEl!IT increase in salary and benefits provided to 

~ CLASSIFIED state employees beginning July 1, 1994. 

tht--Be9¼ftft¼ng-an¼y-¼z--¼9957--and--¼n--eaeh--saeeeeding 

f¼sea¼--yearz--t,he--aa¼ary--¼a--ea¼en¼ated--hy-a<ldi"9-te-t1te 

annaa¼-aa¼ary-on-aannary-¼T-¼9957-an-inerement,--ef--¼891--of 

the--prew¼e11e--ee¼enilar--year.Ls-eonaamer-priee-¼ndex-for-a¼¼ 

~rban-eensmaersr-as-deter•¼ned-hy--the--HT9T--deparemene--ef 

¼ahor7--httreaa--of--¼ahor--st,atistieaz-or-of-8fty-ot,her-illde• 

ehat-~he-bureau-of-basinesa-and--eeonemie--researeh--ef--the 

an¼•ers¼ty--M--Maneana--11tty--¼n-the-fatare-tteogt'l¼te-aa-the 

aaeeeaeer-to-ehae-itttle•T-~he--eest-ef-¼iwttt4--¼nere111ene--fer 

1e1te--f¼aea¼--year--he9¼nn¼n9--an¼y--¼T--¼9957--and--for-eaeh 

aahae!IJlent,-f¼sea¼-year-■nst-he-added-t,o--a¼¼--eoat,-of-¼¼•tng 

¼nerementa-fer-prew¼e11a-year•~ 

(2) Actual and necessary expenses for each dietrict 

judge sha¼¼-he ~ the travel expenses, aa defined and 

provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, incurred in the 

performance of his o-fficial duties." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act I is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- SB 336 




