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SENATE BILL NO. 332 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 46; NOES, 3. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMIT"rEE 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN AS 
AMENDED. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 52; NOES, 46. 

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE SENATE 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 



SENT TO ENROLLING, 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLI,ED. 
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INTRODUCED BY/di~ BILL NO,~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING FOR THE 

APPOINTMENT RATHER THAN ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO 

TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT BOARDS; ALLOWING FOR INCREASING THE 

NUMBER OF BOARD MEMBERS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-212, 

7-14-213, 7-14-214, 7-14-215, 7-14-216, AND 7-14-217, MCA,'' 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Option for district to be 

governed by appointed transportation board. (1) The 

commissioners and the governing bodies of each incorporated 

city included or partially included in the district may: 

(a) agree that the members or a portion of the members 

of the board be appointed: 

(b) increase or decrease the number of persons on the 

board provided that if any members are to be elected the 

number of elected members may not be less than three and 

those members must be selected pursuant to 7-14-212 through 

7-14-215; 

(c) set the term of office for appointed members; and 

(d) determine the makeup of the board with respect to 

the number of appointed members that will represent each 

city or county included or partially included in the 

~-,_.,,, ... <••~· 
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district. 

(2) The commissioners and the governing bodies of each 

city included or partially included in the district shall 

each appoint their own members to the board as provided for 

in subsection (l)(d) and shall appoint replacements for any 

vacancies on the board involving a membership position over 

which the commissioners or the governing body has 

appointment power. 

Section 2. Section 7-14-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-212. District to be governed by elected 

transportation board. The district sha¼¼ must be governed by 

a transportation boardo-~he-board-sha¼¼--eens¼st consisting 

of three members. After Except as provided in (section 1), 

after expiration of the term of the individuals appointed to 

the initial board, the board members sha¼¼ must be elected." 

Section 3. Section 7-14-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-14-213. Selection of initial transportation board. 

(l} The transportation board ahail-eens¼sc consists of three 

members initially appointed by a selection board composed of 

the commissioners and an equal number of representatives 

from the governing bodies of each incorporated city included 

or partially included in the district. 

(2) ~he Except as provided in [section 1 l , the 

appointed members shall serve until the first county general 

election after their appointment,N 

-2-
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Section 4. Section 7-14-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-14-214. Election of aellbers of transportation board. 

(1) Afty For a membership position on the board that is an 

elected position, any registered elector in the district may 

file a petition of candidacy with the election administratoc 

of the county where the district is located. Ho~ filing tee 

s~a¼¼ may not be required. All candidates shall file a 

nonpartisan petition for candidacy containing the signatures 

of not less than 25 registered electors of the district. 

Except for the number of petition signers required, the 

petition shall must be filed as provided in 13-14-113. 

(2} The names of the six candidates receiving the 

highest number of votes in the primary election sha¼¼ must 

be placed on the ballots in the county general ele~tion.w 

Section 5. Section 7-14-215, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-14-215. Tera of office. With respect to elected 

positions on the board, the following provisions apply: 

(l} At the first election for membership on the 

transportation board, the candidate receiving the highest 

number of votes in the county general election shall receive 

a 4-year term on the board. The two candidates receiving the 

next highest number of votes in the county general election 

shall receive 2-year terms on the board, 

(2) After the initial election, two seats on the board 

shall!!!!.!.!_ be filled at every county general election. The 
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LC 1111/01 

candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall serve 

a 4-year term and the candidate receiving the next highest 

number of votes shall serve a 2-year term." 

Section 6. 

"7-14-216. 

Section 7-14-216, MCA, is amended to read: 

Vacancies on transportation board. With 

respect to elected positions on the board, the following 

provisions apply: 

(l) A vacancy on the board shall must be filled by a 

selection board composed of two county commissioners, two 

representatives from governing bodies of each municipality 

included or partially included in the district, and two 

transportation board members. 

(2) A member appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve 

until the first county general election after his the 

appointment.• 

Section 7. section 7-14-217, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-217. Notice required of opening on board to be 

filled by appointaent. With respect to elected positions on 

the board, the following provisions apply: 

(1) The selection board or the remaining board members 

shall give public notice of their solicitation of 

applications for initial membership on the board or for the 

filling or a board vacancy. 

(2) The notice must be published in a newspaper having 

general circulation in the district, once each week for at 

-4-
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l least 2 weeks, and, when involving an initial appointment, 

2 the last publication must be at least 2 weeks before the 

3 appointment. If there is no newspaper having general 

4 circulation within the boundaries of the proposed district1 

5 the notice of solicitation must be posted in at least three 

6 public places within the boundaries of the proposed district 

7 for 2 weeks before the appointment." 

a NEW SECTION. Section 8. Codification instruction. 

9 [Section l] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

10 of Title 7, chapter 14, part 2, and the provisions of Title 

ll 7, chapter 14, part 2, apply to [section 1). 

-End-

-5-
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APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

SENATE BILL NO. 332 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT llbb0WINS--PSR--'fHB 

APPSIN'fMBN'f----RA'fBBR----'fHl,N---BbB€'fISN---eP---MBMBBRS---'fe 

'fRANSPSR'fll'fI8N-BIS'fRl€'f-BSARBST-AbbSWINS-PSR-IN€RBllSINS--'fHB 

NBMBBR--SP--98ARB--MBMBBRST--llN9-ll.MIINB¼NS-SBB'flSNS-T-i4-i¼iT 

T-l4-il37-T-l4-il47-T-l4-zlS7-T-l4-zl6,-ANB-T-i4-ilTT--M€1lT4 

REVISING THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT LAWSi ALLOWING 

FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT BOARD; 

ALLOWING LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES TO DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF 

BOARD MEMBERS, THE TERM OF OFFICE, THE SELECTION OF INITIAL 

MEMBERS, AND THE PROCEDURE FOR FILLING VACANCIES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 7-14-212 AN!)_ 7-14-214, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

7-14-213, 7-14-215, 7-14-216, AND 7-14-217, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(Refer to Introduced Bill) 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

Section 1. Section 7-14-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-212. District to be governed by elected 

transportation board. ill The district 9hall must be 

governed by a transportation board. ~he-board-eha¼¼--coneiet 

of--three--mefflbe~e•--After--exp¼rat±o"--of--the--term-of-the 

individna¼~--appointed--to--the--±nit±a½--board,--the--board 

~,..,..,,,.au••<~• 
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SB 0332/02 

membere-eha¼¼-be-eiee~ed The commissioners and the governing 

bodies of each city or town included or partially included 

in the district shall deter~ine if the board is to be 

elected or appointed. 

(2) The commissioners and the governing 

resolution shall: 

(a) determine the number of board members; 

(b) set the term of office; 

body by 

(c) determine the makeup of the board with respect to 

the number of appointed members that will represent each 

county, city, or town~ 

(d) establish a procedure for selecting the initial 

members of an elected board. The initial members shall serve 

until the first county____seneral election after their 

appointment. 

(e) determine the number of candidates for an elected 

board whose names must be placed on the ballot in the county 

general election, based on the results of the primary 

electioni and 

(f) establish a procedure for filling vacancies on the 

board, including a provision for public notice." 

Section 2. Section 7-14-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

•J-14-214. Election of members of transportation board. 

t¼t Any registered elector in the district may file a 

petition of candidacy with the election administrator of the 

-2- SB 332 
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1 county where the district is located. No~ filing fee sha¼± 
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ma~ be required. All candidates shall file a nonpartisan 

petition for candidacy containing the signatures of not less 

than 25 registered electors of the district. Except for the 

number of petition signers required, the petition shall be 

filed as provided in 13-14-113. 

tit--The-names--or--the--rix--eandida~ee--reeei•*ftiJ--Che 

h¼ghes~--muabM"--e~--veees--¼n-Che-primary-e¼eetten-sfta¼¼-be 

p¼aeed-oft-tl\e-ba¼¼ete-ift-the-eottftty-genera¼-e¼eetion." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. Sections 7-14-213, 

11 7-14-215, 7-14-216, and 7-14-217, MCA, are repealed. 

-End-

-3- SB 33'2 
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SENATE BILL NO. 332 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT Abb8WtN6--P8R--~HB 

APPetN'l'MBN'l'----RA~HBR----~BAN---BbBe~t8N---eP---MBMBBRB---'1'8 

~RANBP6R~A~l6N-HB~Rt~-116ARBBT-Abb6WIN8-PeR-tNeRBA81N6--~HB 

NHMBBR--8P--B6ARB--MIIMBBRBT--ANB-AMBNBtN8-BBe'l't6N8-i-l4-iliT 

i-¼4-i¼37-i-¼4-il47-i-¼4-i¼5y-i-l4-il67-AN9-i-¼4-il~7--MeAT• 

REVISING THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT LAWS; ALLOWING 

FOR THE APPOINTMENT OP A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT BOARD; 

ALLOWING LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES TO DETERMINE THE NUMBER OP 

BOARD MEMBERS 1 THE TERM OP OPPICE1 THE SELECTION OP INITIAL 

MEMBERS, AND THE PROCEDURE FOR PILLING VACANCIES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 7-14-212 AND 7-14-214, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

7-14-213, 7-14-215 1 7-14-216, AND 7-14-217, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

(Refer to Introduced Bill) 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

Section 1. Section 7-14-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-212. District to be governed by eleeted 

transportation board. ill The district aha¼¼ must be 

governed by a transportation board. ~he-beard-sha¼¼--eens¼st 

ef--three--me■bersT--After--e~piratien--ef--the--term-ef-the 

indiYid~a¼a--appeinted--ta--the--in¼tial--beard7--the--beard 

~una,..,.....,.<ounc# 
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SB 0332/02 

■e■bera-aha¼¼-be-e¼eeted The c0111111issioners and the governing 

bodies of each cit~ or town included or partially included 

in the district shall determine if the board is to be 

elected or appointed. 

(2) The c0111111issioners and the governing bod~ b~ 

resolution shall: 

(a) determine the number of board members; 

(bJ set the term of office; 

(cl determine the makeup of the board with respect to 

the nu■ber of appointed members that will represent each 

county, city, or town; 

(dl establish a procedure for selecting the initial 

members of an elected board. The initial members shall serve 

until the first countL.._2eneral election after their 

appointment. 

(e) det~f~ine ~he number of candidates for an elected 

board whose names must be placed on the ballot in the county 

general election, based on the results of the primary 

election: and 

(fl establish a procedure for filling vacancies on the 

board, including a provision for public noticea" 

Section 2. Section 7-14-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-214. Election of ■e■bers of transportation board. 

tit Any registered elector in the district may file a 

petition of candidacy with the election administrator of the 

-2- SB 332 

THIRD READING 



SB 0332/02 

l county where the district is located. Ne~ filing fee aha¼¼ 

2 may not be required. All candidates shall file a nonpartisan 

3 petition for candidacy containing the signatures of not less 

4 than 25 registered electors of the district. Except for the 

5 number of petition signers required, the petition shall be 

6 filed as provided in 13-14-113, 

7 tit--9he-neaee--ef--the--ei•--cendidatea--reeeiving--the 

8 higheet--n~aber--ef--vetes--in-the-primary-e¼eetien-sha¼¼-be 

9 p¼eeed-en-the-ba¼¼eta-in-the-ee~nty-genere¼-e¼eetienT" 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. Sections 7-14-213, 

11 7-14-215, 7-14-216, and 7-14-217, MCA, are repealed. 

-End-

-3- SB 332 



HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 26, 1993 
Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Local Government report that 

Senate Bill 332 (third readi~g copy -- blue) be concurred in as 
amended • .--

Signed,~~ 
· Norm Wa n, Chair 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 14. 
Following: ".1" 
Strike: "AND· 

Carried by: Rep. Hansen 

2. Title, line 15. 
Following: "MCA" 
Insert: "i ANIJPROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 

3. Page 3 ,· following line 11. 
Insert: " 

NEW SECTION. Section 4~ Effective date. [This act] is 
effective on passage and approval." 

-END-

Committee vote: 
Yes_!:}_, No ..5:_. 



HOUSE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT ~ I 
Senate Bill 332 ~ 

Representative S,J, Hansen 

March 27, 1993 12:05 pm 
Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Chairman: I move to amend Senate Bill 332 (third reading 
copy -- blue) • 

And, that such amendments to Senate Bill 332 read as follows: 

1. Page 2. 
Following: line 21 
Insert: "(3) The commissioners and the governing body may, at 

any, time adopt a resolution changing the method by which 
the members of the board are selected. The resolution must 
contain a provision that the term of office of the current 
members of the board may not be shortened." 

-END-

REJECT 

HOUSE 
S8 .!32. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 332 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT Abb0WtN6--P0R--'fHB 

APP0tN'fMBN'f----RA'fHBR----'fllA!i---BbBe'ft0N---eP---MBMBBRS---'f0 

'fRI\NSP0R'fA'ftBN-BfS'fRie'f-B0ARB5~-Abb0WtNS-P0R-tNeRBAStN6--'fHB 

NBMBBR--0P--80ARB--MBMBBRS~--ANB-AMBNBtN6-SBe'ftBNS-T-¼4-i½i, 

T-½4-i¼3,-1-¼4-i¼47-T-¼4-ii5,-T-¼4-i±6,-ANB-T-¼4-i±1,--MeA.u 

REVISING THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT LAWS, ALLOWING 

FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A TRANSPORTATION DI$YRU:T BOARD, 

ALLOWING LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES TO DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF 

BOARD MEMBERS, THE TERM OF OFFICE, THE SELECTION OF INITIAL 

MEMBERS, AND THE PROCEDURE FOR FILLING VACANCIES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 7-14-212 AND 7-14-214, MCA; ANB REPEALING SECTIONS 

7-14-=213, 7-14-215, 7-14-216, AND 7-14-217, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(Refer to Introduced Bill) 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

Section 1. section 7-14-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-212. District to be governed by elected 

transportation board. ill The district sha½l must be 

governed by a transportation board. 'fhe-board-shai¼-eonsist 

ef-three-membere.--Ateer--eKpira~¼en--0£--the--term--0£--~fte 

~ ..... , ... ., ..... , . .,,,, .. 
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SB 0332/03 

¼nd¼v¼d~a¼e--appein~ed--to--the--¼n¼tia¼--beard7--~he--board 

membere-eha¼¼-be-e¼ected The commissioners and the governing 

bodies of each city or town included or partially included 

in the district shall determine if the board is to be 

elected or al22£inted. 

ill The commissioners and the governing body by 

resolution shall: 

(a) determine the number of board members; 

(b) set the term of office1 

(c} determine the makeup of the board with respect to 

the number of appointed members that will repr~~ent each 

county, city, or tow~i 

(d) establish a procedure far selecting the initial 

members of an elected board. The initial members shall serve 

until the first county general election after their 

ap_p_QA_ntment. 

(e) determine the number of candidates for an elected 

board whose names must be placed on the ballot in the county 

general election, based on the results of the primary 

election1 and 

(f) establish a procedure for filling vacancies on the 

board, including a provision for public notice. 

(3) THE COMMISSIONERS AND THE GOVERNING BODY MAY, AT 

ANY TIME, ADOPT A RESOLUTION CHANGING THE METHOD BY WHICH 

THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ARE SELECTED. THE RESOLUTION MUST 

-2- SB 332 
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l CONTAIN A PROVISION THAT THE TERX OF OFFICE OF THE CURRENT 

2 MEMBERS OF TBE BOARD MA¥ NOT BE SHORTENED." 

3 Section 2. Section 7-14-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

4 "7-14-214. Election of -i.t,rs of transportation board. 

5 t¼t Any registered elector in the disttict may file a 

6 

7 

8 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

petition of candidacy with the election administrator of the 

county where the district is located. Ne~ filing fee sha¼i 

ma~ be required. All candidates shall file a nonpartisan 

petition for candidacy containing the signatures of not less 

than 25 registered electors of the district. Except for the 

number of petition signers required, the petition shall be 

filed as provided in 13-14-llJ. 

t~t--~he--na■es--of--~fte--s¼x--eand±detes--rece¼•¼ng-the 

h¼gheat-naaber-of-•otea-¼n-the--pr¼mary--elect¼on--ahai¼--be 

piaced-on-the-ba¼¼ota-¼n-the-ceanty-genera¼-e¼eet¼on," 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. Sections 7-14-213, 

17 7-14-215, 7-14-216, and 7-14-217, MCA, are repealed. 

18 

19 

NEW SECTIQN. SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS AC'!') IS 

EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-

-3- SB 332 



MAJIC RACICOT 
GoVERNOK 

April 21, 1993 

OFFICE OF THE GoVERN0R 
STATE OF MoNTANA 

The Honorable Fred Van Valkenburg 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena MT 59620 

The Honorable John Mercer 
Speaker of the House 
State Capitol 
Helena MT 59620 

STATE CAPITOL 
HELENA, MoNTANA5862O•O8O1 

Dear President Van Valkenburg and Speaker Mercer: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Montana, I hereby return 
Senate Bill No. 332, "AN ACT REVISING THE URBAN TRNSPORTATION 
DISTRICT LAWS; ALLOWING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRICT BOARDS; ALLOWING LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES TO DETERMINE THE 
NUMBER OF BOARD MEMBERS, THE TERM OF OFFICE, THE SELECTION OF 
INITIAL MEMBERS, AND THE PROCEDURE FOR FILLING VACANCIES ; AMENDING 
SECTIONS 7-14-212 AND 7-14-214, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 7-14-213, 
7-14-215, 7-14-216, AND 7-14-217, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 
EFFECTIVE DATE, " with the attached amendments for the following 
reasons. 

Transportation district board members are currently elected by the 
voters. There has been some difficulty in attracting candidates to 
run for board membership in certain jurisdictions, and Senate Bill 
332 was intended to address this situation. It would permit a 
local governing body to appoint members to a transportation 
district board; however, in doing so it potentially removes the 
right to elect board members in a jurisdiction where the election 
process has worked well. I am proposing an amendment that would 
allow a local governing body to appoint board meml:)ers until the 
next general election, at which time the voters could decide 

TRLKPIIONI:: (408) 444•3111 PAX: (408) 444-5521 



whether the appointment process was acceptable to them. I urge 
your adoption of these amendments. 

Sincerely, 

~Dt~4 
MARC RACICOT 
Governor 



Amendments to Senate Bill No. 332 
Reference Reading Copy 

1. Title, line 10. 
Following: "BOARD;" 

Prepared by Bart Campbell 
April 20, 1993 

Insert: "PROVIDING FOR APPROVAL BY THE ELECTORATE OF THE 
APPOINTMENT AUTHORITY;" 

2. Page 2, line 2. 
Strike: 11

~• 

Insert: •subject to the provisions of subsection (4), the" 

3. Page 3, following line 2. 
Insert: "(4) The commissioners and the governing body adopting a 

resolution allowing the appointment of board members may 
appoint members to the board but shall at the next general 
election allow the electorate of the district to vote on 
whether the authority -to appoint board members is to remain 
with the commissioners and the governing body or whether all 
board members must be elected." 

Go./s klJlf.J. 
S6 33;2._ 

l sb033203.abc 


