SENATE BILL NO. 318
INTRODUCED BY WELDON
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OI' STATE
IN THE SENATE

FEBRUARY 4, 1993 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION.

FIRST READING.

FEBRUARY 18, 1993 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED.

FEBRUARY 19, 1993 PRINTING REPORT.
SECOND READING, DO PASS.
FEBRUARY 20, 1593 ENGROSSING REPORT,

THIRD READING, PASSED,
AYES, 37; NOES, 13.

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE.
IN THE HOUSE

FEBRUARY 23, 18893 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTLE
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION.

FIRST READING.

MARCH 20, 1993 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILI, BE

CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. RLEPORT
ADOPTED.

MARCH 29, 1993 SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN AS
AMENDED .,

MARCH 31, 1993 THIRD READING, NOT CONCURRED IN.
AYES, 48; NOES, 50.

APRIL 1, 1993 ON MOTION, PREVIOUS ACTION
RECONSIDERED.

PHTRD READING, CONCURRED IN.
AYES, 73; NOES, 25.

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS.



IN THE SENATE

APRIL 5, 1993 SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS
CONCURRED 1IN,

APRIL 6, 1993 THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS
CONCURRED IN.

SENT TO ENROLLTNG.

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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INTRODUCED BY MM'

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE
LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF
"REGULAR ELECTION™; REVISING REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS;
PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTION JUDGES; REQUIRING
THAT AFFIDAVITS OF CIRCULATION ACCOMPANY PETITIONS FOR
NOMINATION OoF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES; PROVIDING FCR
AMENDMENT OF NOMIBATING PETITIONS; REVISING THE STAMPING OF
BALLOTS; AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PRESCRIBE THE
FORM OF THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET AND PROVIDING FOR THE
MAILING OF THE PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101,
13-2-202, 13-2-203, 13-4-107, 13-10-405, 13-10-503,
1i3-10~-504, 13-10-601, 13-13-116, 13-25-101, 13-27-401, AND

13-27-410, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 13-2-102, MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT
A statement of intent is required for this bill because
13-4-107 grants the secretary of state rulemaking authority
to prescribe the gualifications for election judges. The
secretary of state shall generally follow the regquirements
for election judges under the present statutes but adjust

those requirements to accommodate the Youth Voting Act and
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to permit mature persons under 18 vyears of age to
participate as election judges as long as they are not chief
election judges.

A statement of intent is also required because 13-27-401
authorizes the secretary of state to prescribe the format
for the voter information pamphlet. These rules must permit
the orderly, efficient presentation of the arguments that
will help in reducing the costs of preparation of the voter

information pamphlet,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE GF MONTANA:

Section 1. section 13-1-101, MCA, is amended to read:

®13-1-101. Definitiona. As wused in this title, unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following
definitions apply:

(1) "Anything of value" means any goods that have a
certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is
ordinarily not given away free but is purchased.

(2) "Candidate" means;:

{a) an individual who has filed a declaration or
petition for nomination, acceptance of nomination or
appointment as a candidate for public office as required by
law;

(b)) for the purposes of chapters 135, 36, or 37, an

individual who has solicited or received and retained

L. S8 318
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contributions, made expenditures, or given consent to an
individual, organization, political party, or committee to
solicit or receive and retain contributions or make

expenditures on hts the individual's behalf to secure

nomination or election to any office at any time, whether or
not the office for which the individual will seek nomination
or election is known when the:

(1) solicitation is made;

(ii) contribution is received and retained; or

(1ii) expenditure is made; and

{c) an officeheclder whe is the subject of a recall
election.

{3) (a) "Contribution® means:

(i) an advance, gift, loan, conveyance, deposit,
payment, or distribution of money or anything of value to
influence an election;

{ii) a transfer of funds between political committees;

{iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or
political committee of compensation for the persocnal
services of another person that are rendered tc a candidate
or political committee.

{b} "Contribution" does not mean:

(1) services provided " without compensation by

individuals wvolunteering a portion or all of their time on

behalf of a candidate or peolitical committee or meals and
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lodging provided by individuals in their private residence
for a candidate or other individual;

(ii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary,
or editorial distributed through the facilities of any
broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or cther
periodical publication of general circulation;

(iii} the cost of any communication by any membership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
or employees, so as long as snch the organization is not a
primary pelitical committee; or

{iv) filing fees paid by the candidate.

(4) Y“Election" means a general, reqular, special, eor
primary election held pursuant to the requirements of state
law, regardless of the time andfor or purpose.

{5) “Election administrator® means the county clerk and
recorder or the individual designated by a county governing
body to be responsible for all election administration
duties, except that with regard to school elections, the
term means the school district clerk.

{6) "Elector® means an individual gualified and
registered to vote under state law.

{(?) {a) "Expenditure™ means a purchase, payment,
distribution, 1loan, advance, promise, pledge, or gift of

money or anything of value made for the purpose of

influencing the results of an election.

-4-
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(b} “Expenditure" does not mean:

{i) services, £food, or lodging provided in a manner
that they are not contributions under subsection (3);

(ii) payments by a candidate for his a filing fee or for
personal travel expenses, food, clothing, lodging, or
personal necessities for himseif the candidate and his the
candidate's family;

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary,
or editorial distributed through the facilities of any
broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other
periodical publication of general circulation; or

{iv) the cost of any communication by any membership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
or employees, 3o as long as sueh the organization is not a

primary political committee.

(8) “GCeneral election"” or *regular election® means an

election held for the election of public officers throughout
the state at times specified by law, including elections for
officers of political subdivisions when the time of the
election is set on the same date for all similar political
subdivisions in the state. For ballot issues required by
Article III, section 6, or Article XIV, section 8, of the
Montana c¢onstitution to be submitted by the legislature to
the electors at a general election, "general election® means

an election held at the time provided in 13-1-104{(1}. For
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ballot issues regquired by Article XIV, section 9, of the

Montana constitution to be submitted as a constitutional

initiative at a regular election, regular election means an

election held at the time provided in 13-1-104(1).

{9) *"Individual” means a human being.

(10) "Issue" or "ballot issue” means a proposal
submitted to the people at an election for their approval or
rejection, including but not 1limited to initiatives,
referenda, proposed constitutional amendments, recall
questions, school levy guestions, bond issue questions, or a
ballot guestion. For the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37,
an issue becomes a "ballot issue” upon certification by the
proper official that the legal procedure necessary for its
gualification and placement upon the ballot has been
completed, except that a statewide issue becomes an "issue®
upon approval by the secretary of state of the form of the
petition or referral.

(11) "Perscn™ means an individual, corporation,
association, firm, partnership, cooperative, committee,
club, union, or other organization or group of individuals
or a candidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section.

(12) "Political committee™ means a combination of two or
more individuals or a person other than an individual who

makes a contribution or expenditure:

(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a committee

-6_
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organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for
nomination; or

{b) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a committee
organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or

{c¢) as an earmarked contribution.

{13) "Political subdivision" means a county,
consolidated municipal-county government, municipality,
special district, or any other unit of government, except
school districts, having authority to hold an election for
officers or on a ballot issue.

{14) “Primary” or *“primary election® means an election
held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public
office at times specified by law, including nominations of
candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the
time for suech nominations is set on the same date for all
similar subdivisions in the state.

(15) "Public office" means a state, county, municipal,
school, or other district office that is filled by the
people at an electicn,

(16) "Registrar™ means the county election administrator
and any regqularly appointed deputy or assistant election
administrator.

(17) "Special electicn” means an election other than a
statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at

any time for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in

-7

10
1l
12
13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 8Bt /61

conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election.
(18) "Voting machine or device" means any equipment used
to record, tabulate, or in any manner process the vote of an

elector."
Section 2. section 13-2-202, MCA, is amended to read:
®13-2-202. Regiatration by personal appearance. An
electcr may register by appearing before the registrar er-a
deputy-regiserar andsr
tit--answering--any--questions--asked-—by--the--official
concerning-—-items--af--information-—-catried-—-for—-——in--—the
registration-ferm:
t2y--signing-end-verifying-or-affirming-che-affidavit—or

affidavies—--sn-—-the---form completing and signing the

registration form."

Section 3. section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-2-203. Registration by wmail. (1) A qualified
individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly
completed registration form to the election administrator in
the county in which he the individual resides.

(2) The election administrater shall send registration
forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals
requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the
forms to be widely and conveniently available within the
county. The mail registration form shaii must be designed as

prescribed by the secretary of state. £ form prescriusc o

_a_
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the secretary of state explaining voter registration
qualifications, deadlines, and purge information shatt must
be distributed with the mail registration form.

{3). The elector shall complete, sign, and7;--except-—as
pravided——in—-ia-2-2127—-e§the:—-verify——or—-uffirm-the—maii
registration—form—before—a—notary—pnbiic--or——other——officer
empouered~-ta-admtnister—oaths-or—eomp}ece-and-aign-the-forn
and-ebtain—the-signaeure7*addfess7-and-veting—preeinet—af—at
ieast—one—regiseered-voter-in-thevcounty-whn——shaiif—witness

the-facta-stated-on return the mail registration form.

(4) The registration form must be received by the
election administrator on or before the day of the close of
registration and must be returned to the administrator no
later than 15 days after the date it |is signed by--the
witnmas-or-officer—-before-whom-signed.

(5) Registration forms properly executed before the

close of registration must be accepted for 3 days after the

close of registration.”

Section 4. Section 13-4-107, MCA, is amended to read:

»13-4-107. Qualifications of election judges. (1)
Eiection—judges-shaii—be—eegisbered—eieetars—of--the——eeunty
and——of-the—peeeinct—in—which—they—servey—exeepe—as~previded
$n-33-4-102¢4}~

t23--No An election judge may not be a candidate or a

spouse, ascendent, descendant, brother, or sister of a
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candidate or a candidate's spouse or the spouse of any of
these in an election precinct where the candidate's name
appears on the ballct. However, this does not apply to
candidates for precinct offices.

{2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules specifying

qualifications for election judges consistent with

subsection (1)."

Section 5. section 13-10-405, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-10-405. Submission and verification of petition.
Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference

primary election and the affidavits of circulaticn required

by 13-27-302 must be presented to the election administrator
of the county in which the signatures are gathered at least

i week before the primary election filing deadline

prescribed in 13—10—201(6).>A filing fee is not reguired.

The election administrator mnse shall verify the signatures
in the manner prescribed in 13-27-303 through 13-27-308 and
must forward the petitions to the secretary of state. The
petitions-must-be—submitted-to—-the-—-etection-—adminiastracor
before-—the--£iting-deaditne-estabiished-in-33-18-202t63--No
fiting-fee—is-required:"

Section 6. section 131-10-503, MCA, is amended to read:

®13-10-503. PFiling deadlines. (1) A petition for

nomination and the affidavits of circulation required by

13-27-302, accompanied by the required filing fee, shaii

-10-
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must be filed with the same officer with whom other
nominations for the office sought are filed. Petitions must
be submitted, at 1least 1 week before the deadline for
filing, to the election administrator in the county where
the signer resides for verification and certification by the
procedures provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. In the
event there are insufficient signatures on the petition,
additional signatures may be submitted before the deadline
for filing,

{2) Except as provided in 13-10-504, each petition
shall must be filed before the scheduled primary election or
the filing deadline for the special or general election if

ne a primary election is not scheduled."

Section 7. Section 13-10-504, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-10-504. Independent or minor party candidates for
president or vice president. (1) An individual who desires
te run for president or vice president as an independent
candidate or as a candidate of a party not gqualified under
13-10-601 must file a petition for nomination with the
secretary of state 90 days prior to the date of the general
election.

{2} The petition and the affidavits of circulation

regquired by 13-27-302 must first be gubmitted, at 1least 1

week before the deadline for filing, to the election

administrator in the county where the signer resides for

-]]-
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verification and certification by the procedures provided in
13-27-303 through 13-27-306.

(3) The petition must have the signatures of electors
equal ta 5% or more of the total votes cast for the
successful candidate for governor at the last general
election. The names of the candidates for the required
number of presidential electors allowable to Montana shaii
must be certified to the secretary of state when the
petition for nomination is filed.

(4) A gualified independent presidential candidate may

amend the petition and designate or c¢hoose a named

vice-presidential candidate until the filing date provided

in 13-25-101."

Section 8. section 13-10-601, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-10-601. Parties eligible for primary election =--
petitions by minor parties. (1) Each political party that
had a candidate for a statewide office who received a total
vote that was 58 or more of the total votes cast for the
successful candidate for governor in either of the last two
general elections shall nominate its candidates for public
office, except for presidential electors, by a primary
election as provided in this chapter.

{2) A pelitical party that does not qualify to hold a
primary election under subsection (1) may qualify to

nominate its candidates by primary election by presenting a

-12-
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petition, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state,
requesting the primary election and signed by a number of
registered voters equal to 5% or more of the total votes
cast for the successful candidate for governor at the last
general election, which number must include the registered
voters in more than one-third of the legislative districts
equal to 5% or more of the total votes cast for the
successful candidate for governor at the 1last general

election in those districts. The petition and the affidavits

of circulation required by 13-27-302 must be presented to

the election. administrator of the county in which the
signatures were gathered to be verified under the procedures
provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. The election
administrator shall forward the verified petition to the
secretary of state at least 75 days before the dgte of the
primary. The petition must be submitted to the election
administrator at least 1 week before the deadline for
submitting the verified petition to the secretary of state.”
Section 9. Section 13-13-116, MCA, is amended to read:
*13-13-116. Ballots to be stamped -- one ballot to
elector. (1) Before delivering ballots to an elector, the
election judges shall stamp the words "official ballot"™ on
the ballot. Ne A part of the stamp may not appear on the
stub. They shall also stamp the name of the county, the

number of the precinct, the-date-cf-the-etectiony and any
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other information the electicn administrator believes
necessary to distinguish the ballots from those used in any
other election.

(2) Each elector shall receive from the election judges

one of each type of ballot being used at the election."

Section 10. section 13-25-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-25-101. Nomination of electors -- ballot. (1) Each
political party qualified under 13-10-601 shall nominate
presidential electors for this state and file certificates
of nomination fer these candidates with the secretary of

state in a form prescribed by the secretary of state no

later than 75 days before the general election, in the
manner and number provided by law.

{2) The secretary of state shall certify to the
election administrator the names of the candidates for
president and vice president of the several political
parties, which shai} must be printed on the ballot.

{3) The names of candidates for electors of president

and vice president may not be printed upon the ballot.®

Section 11. Section 13-27-401, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-27-401., Voter information pamphlet. {1) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as

applicable:

_14_
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(a) ballot title, fiscal statement if applicable, and
complete text of the issue;

(b} the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

{c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issye; and

(d) rebuttal arguments.

{(2) The pamphlet shat: must also contain a notice
advising the recipient where additional copies of the
pamphlet may be obtained.

{3) wWhenever more than one ballot issue is to be wvoted
on at a single election, the secretary of state may publish
a single pamphlet for all of the ballot issues. The
secretary of state may arrange the information in the order
which seems most appropriate, but the information for all
issues in the pamphlet sha}? must be presented in the same
order.

{4) The secretary of state may prescribe by rule the

format and manner of submission of the arguments concerning

the ballot issue.”™

Section 12. Section 13-27-410, MCA, is amended to read:
“13-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter
information pamphlet. (1) The secretary of state shall
arrange with the department of administration by requisition

for the printing and delivery of a voter information

-15-
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pamphlet for all ballot issues to be submitted to the people
at least 90 days before the election at which they will be
submitted. The regquisition shait* must include a delivery
list providing for shipment of the reguired number of
pamphlets to each county and to the secretary of state.

{2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number of
copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in each
county, except that two or more voters with the same mailing
address and the same last name may be counted as one voter.
The secretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of
the pamphlets in determining the number of voter pamphlets
to be ordered in the requisition.

(3) The department of administration shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract
shai} must require completion of printing and shipment, as
specified on the delivery 1list, of the voter information
pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people.

{4) The county official responsible for ‘ voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter in the county,
except that two or more voters with the same mailing address
and the same last name may be counted as one voter. The

mailing shaii must take place no later than 2 weeks after

-16-
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the--pamphists-——are--received--from--the--printer before the
election.

{5} Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet sheaii
must be available at each precinct for use by any voter
wishing to read the explanatory information and complete
text befeore voting on the ballot issues."

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 13-2-102,
MCA, is repealed.

-End-

_17_



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NHOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0318, as introduced.

DESCRIPTICN QOF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act generally revising the laws relating te elections; providing a definition of "reqular election"; revising
registration of electors; providing for qualifications of election judges; authorizing the Secretary of State to prescribe
the form of the Voter Information Pamphlet (VIP) and providing for the mailing of the pamphlet.

ASSUMPTIONS :

1. The current level executive budget for the Secretary of State's Office allows for sufficient expenses in both the
Business and Government Services program and Administrative Code program for promulgating administrative rules requlred
by the propcsed bill.

2. The current level executive budget accounts for Administrative Code revenue (state special revenue) for rules
publication.

3. The potential savings by restricting placement of ballot issues to even-numbered general elections will not occur in the
form of reduced current level budgeted expenses, but rather in the reduction of supplemental appropriation requests or
"cat and dog" appropriations.

FISCAL IMPACT:
None to state agencies.

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAI REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES:
Counties may experience some savings pursuant to the restriction of placement of ballot issues on even-numbered year

elections. In addition, some expenses may be incurred to alter practices to comply with the act. The amount of savings or
additional expenses is not subject to reasonable estimate.

,QM\\J/U;W 2723 Wﬂf&gfh 2o S

DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR JEFF WELDON, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE
Office of Budget and Program Plannlng

Fiscal Note for SB0318, as intreduced
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AFPPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION

SENATE BILL NO, 318 1 those requirements to accommodate the Youth Voting Act and
INTRODUCED BY WELDON 2 to permit mature persons under 18 years of age to
BY REQUEST OF TEE SECRETARY OF STATE 3 participate as election judges as long as they are not chief
4 election judges.
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE 5 A statement of intent is also required because 13-27-401
LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF 6 authorizes the secretary of state to prescribe the format
“REGULAR  ELECTION"; REVISING REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS; 7 for the voter information pamphlet. These rules must permit
PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTION JUDGES; REQUIRING 8 the orderly, efficient presentation of the arguments that
THAT AFFIDAVITS OF CIRCULATION ACCOMPANY PETITIONS FOR 9 will help in reducing the costs of preparation of the voter
NOMINATION OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES; PROVIDING FOR 10 information pamphlet,
AMENDMENT OF NOMINATING PETITIONS; REVISING THE STAMPING OF 11
BALLOTS; AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PRESCRIBE THE 12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
FORM OF THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET AND PROVIDING FOR THE 13 Section 1. Section 13-1-101, MCA, is amended to read:
MAILING OF THE PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101, 14 *13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless
13-2-202, 13-2-203, 13-4-107, 13-10-405, 13-10-503, 15 the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following
13-10-504, 13-10-601, 13-13-116, 13-25-101, 13-27-401, AND 16 definitions apply:
13-27-410, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 13-2-102, MCA; AND 17 (1) "Anything of wvalue" means any goods that have a
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 18 certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is
19 ordinarily not given away free but is purchased.

STATEMENT OF INTENT 20 (2) "Candidate" means:

A statement of intent is reguired for this bill because 21 {a) an individual who has Filed a declaration or
13-4-107 grants the secretary of state rulemaking authority 22 petition for nomination, acceptance of nomination or
to prescribe the qualifications for election judges. The 23 appointment as a candidate for public office ag required by
secretary of state shall generally follow the requirements 24 law:
for election judges under the present statutes but adjust 2% {by for the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, an
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individual who has solicited or received and retained
contributions, made expenditures, or given consent to an
individual, organization, political party, or committee to
solicit or receive and retain contributions ar make

expenditures on his the individual's behalf to secure

nomination or election to any office at any time, whether or
not the office for which the individual will seek nomination
or election is known when the:

(i) solicitation is made;

(ii) contribution is received and retained: or

{iii) expenditure is made; and

{c} an officeholde; who ia the subject of a recall
election.

(3) {a) "Contribution” means:

(i) an advance, gift, 1loan, canveyance, deposit,
payment, or distribution of money or anything of value to
influence an election;

(ii) a transfer of funds between political committees;

(iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or
political committee of compensation for the personal
services of another person that are rendered to a candidate
or political committee.

{b) “Contribution” does not mean:

{1) services provided without compensatian by

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their time on
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behalf of a candidate or political committee or meals and
lodging provided by individuals in their private residence
for a candidate or other individual;

{(ii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary,
or editorial distributed through the facilitiea of any
broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other
periodical publication of general circulation;

(iii) the cost of any communication by any membership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
or employees, seo as long as sueh the corganization is not a
primary political committee; or

(iv) filing fees paid by the candidate.

(4) "Election" means a general, regular, special, or
primary election held pursuant to the requirements of state
law, regardless of the time andfer or purpose.

(5) ™“Election administrator™ means the county clerk and
recorder or the individual designated by a county governing
body to be responsible for all election administration
duties, except that with regard to school elections. the
term means the school district clerk.

{(6) "Elector" means an individual gualified and
registered to vote under state law.

(7) (a) “Expenditure” means a pu;chase, payment,
distribution, loan, advance, promise, pledge, or gift of

money or anything of value made for the purpose of
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influencing the results of an election.

(b) "Expenditure" does not mean:

(i) services, food, or lodging provided in a manner
that they are not contributions under subsection (3);

{ii) payments by a candidate for his a filing fee or for
personal travel expenses, food, clothing, lodging, or
personal necessities for himseif the candidate and his the
candidate's family;

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary,
or editorial Jdistributed through the [facilities of any
broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other
periodical publication of general circulation; or

{iv) the cost of any communication by any membership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
or employees, so as long as such the organization is not a

primary political committee.

{8) "General election” or "regular election" means an

election held for the election of public officers throughout
the state at times specified by law, including elections for
officers of political subdivisions when the time of the
election is set on the same date for all mimilar political
subdivisions in the state. For ballot issues regqguired by
Article 1III, section 6, or Article XIV, section 8, of the
Montana constitution to be submitted by the legislature to

the electors at a general election, "general election” means
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an election held at the time provided in 13-1-104(1). For

ballot igsues reguired by Article XIV, section 9, of the

Montana constitution to be submitted as a constitutional

initiative at a regular election, reqular election means an

election held at the time provided in 13-1-104{1}.

(%) "Individual® means a human being.
(10) "Issue” or "ballot issue"” means a proposal
submitted to the people at an election for their approval or
rejection, including but not limited to initiatives,
referenda, proposed constitutional amendments, recall
questions, school levy questions, bond issue questions, or a
ballot guestion. For the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37,
an issue becomes a "ballot issue" upon certification by the
proper official that the legal procedure necessary for its
qualification and placement upon the ballot has been
completed, except that a statewide issue becomes an “issue"
upon appraval by the secretary of state of the form of the
petition or referral.

{11) "Person" means an individual, corporation,
association, firm, partnership, cooperative, committee,
club, wunion, or other organization or group of individuals
or a candidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section.

(12) “"pPolitical committee" means a combination of two or

more individuals or a person other than an individual who

makes a contribution or expenditure:
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(a) to support o©Or oppose a candidate or a committee
organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for
nomination; or

(k) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a committee
organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or

() as an earmarked contribution.

(13) “"Political subdivision" means a county,
consolidated municipal-county government, municipality,
special district, or any other unit of government, except
school districts, having authority to hold an election for
officers or on a ballot issue.

(l4) YPrimary" or "primary election" means an election
held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public
office at times specified by law, including nominations of
candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the
time for sueh nominations is set'on the same date for all
similar subdivisions in the state.

(15) “Public office™ means a state, county, municipal,
school, or other district office that is filled by the
people at an election.

{16) “Registrar" means the county election administrator
and any regularly appointed deputy or assistant election
administrator.

(17) "Special election” means an election other than a

statutorily scheduled primary or general electicn held at
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any time for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in
conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election.

{18) "voting machine or device" means any equipment used
to record, tabulate, or in any manner process the yote of an

elector.”

Section 2. Section 13-2-202, MCA, is amended to read:
®13-2-202. Regisgtration by personal appearance. An
elector may register by appearing before the registrar er--a
deputy-registrar ands
tiy——answering--any--guestisns--asked--by--the--offictat
concerning-——items—--of---information---catted--for--in--the
regiseration-form;
t23--stgning-and-verifying-or-affirming-the-affidavit-or

affrdavits——-on——the--form completing and signing the

registration form."

Section 3. section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-2-203. Registration by mail. (1} A gqualified
individual may regisier by mailing, postage paid, a properly
completed registration form to the election administrator in
the county in which he the individual resides.

(2) The election administrator shall send registration
forms for mail registrations to all gualified individuals
requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the
forms to be widely and conveniently available within the

county. The mail registration form shait must be designed as
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prescribed by the secretary of state. A form prescribed by
the secretary of state explaining voter registration
qualifications, deadlines, and purge information shati must
be distributed with the mail registration form.

{3} The elector shall complete, sign, andy-except-as
provided—in—ia—e—iiar--eithet-—verify--or——nEEirn——EHe--mnii
regiatratien--fern——beéore——a~natnry-pubi§c-cr—other—aﬁiéeer
empevered-to-administer-oaths—er—compieee—und—aign—the—-Ecrm
nnd—ohtain-the‘signaeure1-addressr-and-voting-precinet-oé-at
ieust--one-—registered-voter—in-the—connty—uho—shuii-wieness
the-facta-stated-on return the mail registration form.

(4) The registration form must be received by the
election administrator on or before the day of the close of
registration and must be returned to the administrator no
later than 15 days after the date it is signed by-the
witness-aor-officer—before-whom-signed.

{5) Registration forms properly executed before the

close of registration must be accepted for 3 days after the

close of registration."”

Section 4. Section 13-4-107, MCA, is amended to read:
“}3-4-107. Qualifications of election judges. (1)
Bkection-—judgea—*ahnti—be-tegistered-eiecboru—of—the—eounty
nnd—ef—the~preeinct—in—wh&eh—they-aervey-ex:ept-as-'provéded
in-+3-4-3162149<

t23--Ne An election judge may act be a candidate or a

—g- S8 318

- - Y|

10
1l
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

20
21

22

23
24

25

SB 0318/02

spouse, ascendent, dJdescendant, brother, or sister of a
candidate or a candidate's spouse or the spouse of any of
these in an election precinct where the candidate's name

appears on the ballet. However, this does not apply to

candidates for precinct offices.

{2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules specifying

qualifications for election judges congistent with

subsection (1)."

Section 5. Section 13-10-405, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-10-405. Submission and verification of petition.
Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference

primary election and the affidavits of circulation required

by 13-27-302 must be presented to the election administrator

of the county in which the signatures are gathered at least

1 _week before the primary election filing deadline

prescribed in 13-10-201(6). A filing fee is not reguired.

The election administrator must shall verify the signatures
in the manner prescribed in 13-27-303 through 13-27-308 and
must forward the petitions to the secretary of state. The
petitions--must--be--submiteed-to-the-etection-admintactrator
before-the-filing-deadiine-estabiiashed-in——-13-16-2012¢6}3-——No

frting-fee-is-required:"

Section 6. Section 13-10-503, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-10-5%03. Filing deadlines. (L) A petition for

nomination and the affidavits of circulation reguired by
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13-27-302, accompanied by the required filing fee, shati
must be filed with the same officer with whom other
nominations for the office sought are filed. Petitions must
be submitted, at least 1 week before the deadline for
filing, to the election administrator in the county where
the signer resides for verification and certification by the
procedures provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. In the
event there are insufficient signatures on the petition,
additional signatures may be submitted before the deadline
for filing,

(2) Except as provided in 13-10-504, each petition

shati must be filed before the scheduled primary election or

the Ffiling deadline for the special or general election if

ne a primary election is not scheduled.”

Section 7. section 13-10-504, MCA, is amended to read:

*13-10-504. Independent or minor party candidates for
president or vice president. (1) An individual who desires
to run for president or vice president as an independent
candidate or as a candidate of a party not gqualified under
13-10-601) must file a petition for nomination with the
secretary of state 90 days prior to the date of the general
election.

{2) The petition and the affidavits of circulation

required by 13-27-302 must first be submitted, at least 1

week before the dJdeadline for filing, to the election
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administrator in the county where the signer resides for
verification and certification by the procedures provided in
13-27-303 through 13-27-306.

(3) The petition must have the signatures of electors
equal to 5% or more of the total votes cast for the
successful candidate for governor at the last general
election. The names of the candidates for the required
number of presidential electors allowable to Montana shai
must be certified to the secretary of state when the
petition for nomination is filed, '

(4) A gualified independent presidential candidate may

amend the petition and designate or choose a named

vice-presidential candidate until the filing date provided

in 13-25-101."

Section 8. section 13-10-601, MCA, is amended to read:

®13-10-601. Parties eligible for primary election —-
petitions by minor parties. (1} Each political party that
had a candidate for a statewide office who received a total
vote that was 5% or more of the total votes cast for the
successful candidate for governor in either of the last two
general elections shall nominate its candidates for public
office, except for presidential electors, by a primary
election as provided in this chapter.

(2) A political party that does not gualify to hold a

primary election under subsection (1) may qualify to
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nominate its candidates by primary election by presenting a
petition, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state,
requesting the primary election and signed by a number of
registered voters egual to 5% or more of the total votes
cast for the successful candidate for governor at the last
general election, which number must include the registered
voters in more than one-third of the legislative districts
equal to 5% or more of the teotal votes cast for the
successful candidate for governcor at the last general

election in those districts. The petition and the affidavits

of circulation required by 13-27-302 must be presented to

the election administrator of the county in which the
signatures were gathered to be verified under the procedures
provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. The election
administrator shall forward the verified petition to the
secretary of state at least 75 days before the date of the
primary. The petition must be submitted to the election
administrator at least 1 week before the deadline for
submitting the verifled petition to the secretary of state."”
Saction 9. section 13-13-116, MCA, is amended to read:
®"13-13-116. Ballots to be stamped -— one ballot to
elector, (1) Before delivering ballots to an elector, the
election judges shall stamp the words "official ballot" on
the ballot. Ne A part of the stamp may not appear on the

stub. They shall also stamp the name of the county, the
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number of the precinct, the-date-of-the--eleetiony and any
other information the election administrator believes
necessary to distinguish the ballots from those used in any
other election.

{2) Each elector shall receive from the election judges
one of each type of ballot being used at the election."”

Section 10. section 13-25-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-25-101. Nomination of electors —- ballot. (1) Each
political party qualified under 13-10-601 shall nominate
presidential electors for this state and file certificates
of nomination for these candidates with the secretary of

state in_a form prescribed by the secretary of state no

later than 75 days before the general election, in the
manner and number provided by law.

(2) The secretary of gtate shall certify to the
election administrator the names of the candidates for
president and vice president of the several political
parties, which shait: must be printed on the ballot.

(3) The npames of candidates for electors of president

and vice president may not be printed upon the ballot,™

Section 11. Ssection 13-27-401, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-27-401. Voter information pamphlet. (1} The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter

information pamphlet containing the following information

tor each baliot issue to be voted on at an election, as
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applicable:

{a) ballot title, fiscal statement if applicable, and
complete text of the issue;

(b) the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

(¢) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue: and

(d) rebuttal arguments.

(2) The pamphlet shai} must also contain a notice
advising the recipient where additional copies of the
pamphlet may be obtained.

{3) Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted
on at a single election, the secretary of state may publish
a single pamphlet for all of the ballot issues. The
secretary of state may arrange the information in the order
which seems most appropriate, but the information for all
issues in the pamphlet shat® must be presented in the same
order.

{4) The secretary of state may prescribe by rule the

format and manner of submission of the arquments concerning

the ballot issue.”

Section 12. section 13-27-410, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter
information pamphlet. (1) The secretary of state shall

arrange with the department of administration by requisition
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for the printing and delivery of a voter information
pamphlet for all ballot issues to be submitted to the people
at least 90 days before the election at which they will be
submitted. The reqguisition mshea3it must include a delivery
liat providing for shipment of the reguired number of
pamphlets to each county and to the secretary of state.

(2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number of
copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in each
county, except that two or more voters with the same mailing
address and the same last name may be counted as one voter.
The secretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of
the pamphlets in determining the number of voter pamphlets
tc be ordered in the reguisition.

(3) The department of administration shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and delivery of the voter information pamphlet., The contract
shat: must require completion of printing and shipment, as
specified on the delivery list, of the wvoter information
pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people.

(4) The county official responsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter in the county,
except that two or more voters with the same mailing address

and the same last name may be counted as one voter, The

-16- SB 318



10

11

SB 0318/02

mailing shail must take place no later than 2 weeks after
the-pamphiets-are--received--£from——-the--printer before the
election,

(5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet shati
must be available at each precinct for use by any voter
wishing to read the explanatory information and complete
text before voting on the ballot issues.”

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 13-2-102,

MCA, is repealed.

NEW SeEcTIoN, SECTION 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] 1S

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1993.

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 318
INTRODUCED BY WELDON

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE
LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; PROVIDING A DEPINITION OF
“REGULAR ELECTION"; REVISING RBEGISTRATION OF ELECTORS;
PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTION JUDGES; REQUIRING
THAT APPIDAVITS OF CIRCULATION ACCOMPANY PETITIONS POR
NOMINATION OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES; PROVIDING FOR
AMENDMENT OF NONINATING PETITIONS; REVISING THE STAMPING OF
BALLOTS: AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PRESCRIBE THE
PFORM OF THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET AND PROVIDING FOR THE
MAILING OF THE PANPELET; AMENDING BSECTIONS 13-1-10)1,
13-2-202, 13-2-203, 13-4-107, 13-10-405, 13-10-503,
i3-10-50‘. 13-10-601, 13-13-116, 13-25-101, 13-27-401, AND
13-27-410, MCA: AND REPEALING SECTION 13-2-102, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.”

STATEMENT OF INTENT
A statement of intent is required for this bill because
13-4-107 grants the secretary of state rulemaking authority
to prescribe the gqualifications for election judges. The
secretary of state shall generally follow the requirements

for election judges under the present statutes but adjust
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those requirements to accommodate the Youth Voting Act and
to permit mature persons under 18 years of age to
participate as election judges as long as they are not chief
election judges.

A statement of intent is alsoc required because 13-27-401
authorizes the secretary of state to prescribe the format
for the voter information pamphlet. These rules must permit
the orderly, efficient presentation of the argumenta that
will help in reducing the costs of preparation of the voter
information pamphlet,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 13-1-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless

the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following

definitions apply: ‘

{1} “Anything of value” means any goods that have a
certaln utility to the recipient that is real and that |is
ordinarily not given away free but is purchased.

({2) “"Candidate” means:

(a) an individual who has Ffiled a declaration or
petition for nomination, acceptance of nomination or
appointment as a candldate for public office as required by

law;

{b) for the purposes of chapters 35, 36, ar 37, an

-2- SB 318
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individual who has solicited or received and retained
contributions, made expenditures, or given consent to an
individual, organisation, political party, or committee to
solicit or receive and retain contributions or make

expenditures on his the individual's behalf to secure

nomination or election to any office at any time, whether or
not the office for which the individual will seek nomination
or election is known when the:

{1) solicitation is made;

{ii) contribution is received and retained; or

(iii) expenditure is made; and

(¢) an officeholder who is the subject of a recall
election.

(3} (a) "Contribution® means:

{i) an advance, 4gift, loan, conveyance, deposit,
payment, or distribution of money or anything of value to
influence an election;

(ii) a transfer of funds between political committees;

{iiil) the payment by a person other than a candidate or
political committee of compensation for the personal
services of another person that are rendered to a candidate
or political comaittee.

(b) *“Contribution” does not mean:

{1) services

provided without compensation by

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their time on
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behalf of a candidate or political committee or meals and
lodging provided by individuals in their private residence
for a candidate or other individual;

(1i) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary,
or editorial distributed through the facilities of any
magazine, or other
periodical publication of general circulation;

{iii) the cost of any communication . by any membership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
Oor eamployees, mo as long as such the organization is not a
primary political committee; or

{iv) filing fees paid by the candidate.

(4) FElection" means a general, regular, special, or
primary election held pursuant to the regquirements of state
law, regardless of the time andfer of purpose.

(5) "Election administrator™ means the county clerk and
recorder or the individual designated by a county governing
body to be responaible for all election administration
duties, except that with regard to school elections, the
term means the school district clerk,

(6} ™"Elector" wmseans an individual gqualified and
registered to vote under state law. |

(7) (a) "Expenditure” means a purchase, payment,
distribution, loan, advance, promise, pledge, or gift of

money or anything of value wmade for the purpose of
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influencing the results of an election.

{b) “Expenditure" does not mean:

(i) Bervicea, food, or lodging provided in a manner
that they are not contributions under subsection {3);

(ii) payments by a candidate for his a filing fee or for
personal travel expenses, £fcod, clothing, 1lodging, or

perscnal necessities for himseif the candidate and his the

candidate's family;

{iii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary,’

or editorial distributed through the Cfacilities of any
broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other
periodical publication of general circulation: or

tiv) the cost of any communication by any membership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
or employees, so as long as such the organization is not a

primary political committee.

{(8) "“General election" or “"regular election” means an

election held for the election of public officers throughout
the state at times specified by law, including elections for
officers of pelitical subdivisions when the time of the
election is set on the same date for all aimilar political
subdivisions in the state. For ballot issues required by
Article 1III, section 6, or Artlicle XIV, section 8, of the
Montana constitution to be submitted by the legislature to

the electors at a general election, "general election®™ means
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an election held at the time provided in 13-1-104(1). Por

ballot issues required by Article X1V, section 9, of the
Montana. constitution to be submitted as a constitutional

initiative at a regqular election, reqular election means an

election held at the time provided in 13-1-104({1).

(9) "Individual” means a human being.
{10) “Issye” or "ballot issue” means a proposal
submitted to the people at an election for their approval or
rejection, including but not limited to initiatives,
referenda, proposed constitutional amendments, recall
questions, school levy questions, bond issue questions, or a
ballot question. Por the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37,
an issue becomes a “"ballot issue” upon certifjication by the
proper official that the legal procedure necessary for ite
qualification and placement upon the ballct has been
completed, except that a statewide issue becomes an "issue*
upon approval by the secretary of atate of the form of the
petition or referral.

{11) "Person" means an individual, corporation,

association, firm, partnership, cooperative, committee,
club, union, or other organization or group of individuals
or a candidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section.

{12) "Political committee®™ means a combination of two or

more individuals or a person other than an individual who

makes a contribution or expenditure:
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(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a committee
organized to support or oppose a candidate or a pstition for

nomination; or

{b}) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a committee

organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or

{c) as an earmarked contribution.
{13) "Political subdivision® means a county,
consolidated municipal-county government, municipality,
special district, or any other unit of government, except
school districts, having authority tc hold an election for
officers or on a ballot issue.

(14) "Primary®" or “primary election” means an election
held throughout the state to nominate candidates for publie
office at times specified by law, including nominations of
candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the
time for such nominations is set’on the pame date for all
similar subdivisions in the state.

(15) "Public office” means a state, county, municipal,
school, or other district office that is filled by the
people at an election.

{16) “"Registrar” means the county election administrator
and any regularly appointed deputy or assistant election
administrator.

{17) “Special election® means an election other than a

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at
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any time for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in
conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election.

{18) "voting machine or device®" meana any equipment used
to record, tabulate, or in any manner process the vote of an

elector.”

Section 2. Section 13-2-202, MCA, is amended to read:
*13-2-202. Registration by personal appearance. An
elector may register by appearing before the registrar er—-a
deputy-regiatrar andr
t3)--answering--any--queations--asked--bhy--the-—official
eoncerning--—-items——-of-——information——-caiied--for--in--the
regintration-forms
t2}--signing-and-verifying-or-affirming-the-affidavit-or

atfidavits--on-—-the--form completing and signing the

regigtration form."”

Section 3. section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read:

®13-2-203. Regiatration by mail. (1) A qualified
individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly
co-pletadrtegil;ration form to the election administrator in
the county in which he the individual resides.

{2) The election adminjistrator shall send reglstration
forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals
requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the
forms to be widely and conveniently available within the

county. The mail registration form shai must be designed as

-8~ , SB 318
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pirescribed by the secretary of state. A form prescribed by
the secretary of state explaining voter registration
qualifications, déadlines. and purge information shait must
be distributed with the mail registration form,

{3} The elector shall complete, sign, éndr—e:capt-as
ptevided-iﬁ—ii—i-iiir-—eithe:——veriiy--or~—aﬁfi!-——ehe-—aaii
regiettatian--far---befere--a-netary-pubiic—dr-othet—eﬁiieer
e-peuered—te—ad-ininter-eatha—or-ennpiete-und—pigu-ehev—fer-
nnd-obtain-the-uignnturer—addreuuv-and-vot&hg-preeinet-eE—nt
ieaat-fone—-!egiatered-voter-in-the-eouney—-ho—shaii—witness

the-factn-stated-on return the mail registration form,

{4) The registration form must be received by the
election administrator on or before the day of the close of
registration and must be returned to the administrator no
later than 15 days after the date it is signed by-the
witness-or-officer-before-whom-signed.

{5) Registration forms properly executed before the

close of regiptration must be accepted for 3 days after the

close of registration.”

Section 4. Section 13-4-107, MCA, is amended to read:
judges. {1}

!ieeeien—~jndges--sha!!-be‘reqiutered-eieeters—oi-the-eounty

®13-4-107. Qualifications of election

und-ai-the-pzeeinet-in—which-they—aerve1—exeept—as--provided
in-33-4-302¢4) <

t23--Ro An election judge may not be a candidate or a
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spouse, ascendent, descendant, brother, or aister of a
candidate or a candidate's spouse or the spouse of any of
these in an election precinct where the candidate's name
appears on the ballot. However, this does not apply to
candidates for precinct offices.

{2} The secretary of state shall adopt rules specifying
qualifications for

election judges consistent with

subsection {1)."

Section 5. sSection 13-10-405, MCA, is amended to read:
“13-10-405. Submission and verification of petition.
Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference

primary election and the affidavits of circulation reqguired

by 13-27-302 must be presented to the election administrator

of the county in which the signatures are gathered at least

1l week before the primary election filing deadline

prescribed in_ 13-10-201(6). A filinqg fee is not required.

The election administrator must shall verify the signatures
in the manner prescribed in 13-27-303 through 13-27-308 and
must forward the petitions to the secretary of state. ®he
petitions—-must--be--submitted-to-the-eiection-administrator
befeore-the-fiting-deadiine-estabiished-in--33-20-202+63r—-Ne
£iting-fee-in-regquived:s”™

Section 6. Section 13-10-503, MCA, is amended to read:

®13-10-503. Piling deadlines. {1) A petition for

nomination and the affidavits of circulation required by

~10- sB 318
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13-27-302, accompanied by the required filing fea, shaii
must be filed with the same officer with whom other
nominations for the office sought are filed. Petitions must
be submitted, at least 1 week before the deadline for
f£iling, to the election administrator in the county where
the signer resides for verification and certification by the
procedures provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. In the
event there are insufficient signatures on the petition,
additional signatures may be submitted before the deadline
for Filing.

{2) Except As provided in 13-10-504, each petition
shal} must be filed before the scheduled primary election or
the filing dJdeadline for the special or general election if

no a primary election is not scheduled.®

Section 7. section 13-10-504, MCA, is amended to read:

*13-10~-504. Independent or minor party candidates for
president or vice president.. (1} An individual who desires
to run for president or vice president as an independent
candidate or as a candidate of a party not qualified under
13—10;501 must file a petition for nomination with the
secretary of state 90 days prior to the date of the general
election.

{2) The petition and the affidavits of circulation

required by 13-27-302 must firat be submitted, at least 1

week before the deadline for filing, to the election
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administrator in the county where the uigne; resides for
verification and certification by the procedures provided in
13-27-303 through 13-27-306.

(3) The petition must have the signatures of electors
equal to 5% or more of the total votes cast for. the
successful candidate for governor at the last general
election. The names of the candidates for the required
number of presidential electors allowable to Montana shail
must be certified to the secretary of state when the
petition for nowmination is filed. -

{4) A qualified independent presidential candidate may

amend the petition and designate or choose a named

vice-presidential candidate until the filing date provided
in 13-25-101."

Section 8. section 13-10-601, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-10-601. Parties eligible for primary election ——
petitions by minor parties. (1) Each political party that
had a candidate for a statewide office who received a total
vote that was 5% or more of the total wvotes cast for the
successful candidate for governor in either of the last two
general elections shall nominate its candidates for public
office, except for presidential electors, by a primary
election as provided in this chapter.

{2) A political party that does not gualify to hold a

primary election under subsection (1) may qualify to

-12- S8 318
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nominate its candidates by primary election by presenting a
petition, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state,
requesting the primary election and signed by a number of
registered _voters equal to 5% or more of the total votes
cast for the succeasful candidate for governor at the last
general election, which number must include the registered
voters in more than one—third of the legimlative districts
egual to 5% or more of the total votes cast for the
succesasfyl candidate for governor at the last general
election in those diatricts. The petition and the affidavits
of circulation reguired by 13-27-302 muat be presented to

the election administrator of the county in which the
signatures were gathered to be verified under the procedures
provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. The election
administrator shall forward the verified petition to the
secretary of state at least 75 days befora the date of the
primary. The petition myst be submitted to the election
administrator at least 1 week before the deadline for
submitting the verified petition to the secretary of state.”
Section 9. section 13-13-116, MCA, is amended to read:
¥13-13-116. Ballots to be atamped -— one ballot to
elector. (1) Before delivering ballots to an elector, the
election judges shall stamp the words “official ballot” on
the ballot. Ne A part of the -stamp may not appear on the

atub. They shal]l also stamp thea name of the county, the
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number of the precinct, the-date-of-the--electieny and any
other information the election administrator believes
necessary to distinguish the ballots from those used in any
other election.

(2) Each eleactor shall receive from the election judges

one of esach type of ballot being used at the election.”™
Section 10. Section 13-25-101, MCA, is amended to read:
*13-25~101. Nomination of electors — ballot. (1) Each
political party qualified under 13-10-601 shall nominate
presidential electors for this state and file certificates
of nomination for these candidates with the secretary of

state in_ a .form prescribed by the secretary of state no

later than 75 days before the general election, in the
manner and number provided by law. )

{2) The secretary of state shall certify to the
election adminietrator the names of the candidates for
president and vice president of the aeveral political
parties, which shaii sust be printed on the ballot.

(3} The names of candidates for electors of president

and vice president may not be printed upon the ballot."

Sectlon 11. sectlion 13-27-401, MCA, is amended to read:

“13-27-401. Voter information pamphlet. {1) The

secretary of =state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information

for each ballot issue to be voﬁed on at an election, as

-14- SBp 318
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applicable:

{(a) ballot title, fiscal statement if applicable, and
complete text of the issue;

(b) the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

{c} arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

{d) rebuttal arguments.

{2) The pamphlet shai: must also contain a notice
advising the recipient where additional copies of the
pamphlet may be obtained. ’

{3} Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted
on at a single election, the secretary of state may publish
a single pamphlet for all of the bailot issues. The
secretary of state may arrange the information in the order
which seems most appropriate, but the information for all
issues in the pamphlet shaii must be presented in the same
order.

(4) The secretary of state may prescribe by rule the

format and manner of submission of the arguments concerning

the ballot issue.*

Section 12. section 13-27-410, MCA, is amended to read:
*13-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter
information pamphlet. (1) The smecretary of state shall

arrange with the department of administration by requisition

=15~ SB 318
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for the printing and dellivery of a voter information

pamphlet for all ballot issues to be submitted to the people

.at least 90 days before the election at which they will be

submitted. The requisition shaii must include a delivery
list providing for shipment of the require@ number of
pamphlets to each county and to the secretary of state,

{2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number of
coples necessary to furnish one copy to every voterrin each
county,--xcept that two or more voters with the same majiling
address and the same last name may be counted as one voter.
The saecretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of
the pamphlets in determining the number of voter pamphlets
to be ordered in the requisition.

{3} The department of adllnistrgtion shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract
shai: must require completion of ﬁrinting and shipment, as
specified on the delivery list, of the voter information
paaphlets by not later than 30 days befors the election at
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people.

{4) The county official responsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter in the county,
except that two or more voters with the same mailing address

and the same last name may be counted as one voter. The

-16- SB 318
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mailing shaii must take place no later than 2 weeks after
the-pamphiets-are-—received--from—-the——printer before the
election,.

{5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet shaii
must be available at each precinct for use by any voter
wishing to read the explanatory information and complete
text before voting on the ballot issues."”

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 13-2-102,
MCA, is repealed.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 14. EFPFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] IS
EPPECTIVE JULY 1, 1993.

-End-

=17~- SB 318



HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

March 19, 1993
Page 1 of 1

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on State Administration report

that Senate Bill 318 (third reading copy =-- blue) be concurred

in as amended .

"Signed:

Dick Simpk¥ns,

And, that such amendments read: ‘Carried by: Rep. Toole

1. Title, line 8.
Strike: "PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELECTION JUDGES;"

2. Title, line 15.
Strike: "13-4-107,"

3. Page 1, line 22 through page 2, line 5.
Strike: "13-4-107" on page 1, line 22 through "because™ on page
2, line 5

4. Page 9, line 11.

Following: “en" _ ‘

Insert: ", except as provided in 13-2-212, either verify or
affirm the mail registration form before a notary public or
other officer empowered to administer oaths or complete and
sign the form and obtain the signature, address, and voting
precinct of at least one registered voter in the county who
shall witness the facts stated on the form and shall"

5. Page 9, line 16,
Following: "aignred"

Insert: "by the witness or officer before whom signed" |

6. Page 9, line 20 through page 10, line 8,
Strike: Section 4 in its entirety '
Renumber: subsequent sections

Committee Vote: -
Yes /4f, No X o N 622137SC.Hss

. .




HOUSE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT a§;7
Senate. Bill 318
Representative S. Rice

March 26, 1993 12:21 pn
Page 1 of 1

Mr. Chairman: I move to amend Senate Bill 318 (House State
Administration Committee amendments, dated March 19, 1993, to the

third reading copy -- blue).

Representative S. Rice

Amend House Coﬁmittee on State Administration amendments dated -
March 19, 1993 as follows: -

1. Amendment number 4.
Strike: in its entirety

2. Amendment number 5.

Strike: in its entirety
~END-

. ¢B 3/8
Q HOUSE

REJECT
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SENATE BILL NO. 318
INTRODUCED BY WELDON

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GERNERALLY REVISING THE
LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF
"REGULAR  ELECTION"; REVISING REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS;
PROVIDING-POR-QUABIFPEICATIONS-OF -BEECPION—--FUPGESs REQUIRING
THAT AFFIDAVITS OF CIRCULATION ACCOMPANY PETITIONS FOR
NOMINATION OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES; PROVIDING FOR
AMENDMENT OF NOMINATING PETITIONS;: REVISING THE STAMPING OF
BALLOTS; AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PRESCRIBE THE
FORM OF THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPELET AND PROVIDING FOR THE
MAILING OF THE PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101,
13-2-202, 13-2-203, 13-4-138%7 13-10-405, 13-10-503,
13-10-504, 13-10-601, 13-13-116, 13-25-101, 13-27-401, AND
13-27-410, MCA; ANP REPEALING SECTION 13~2-102, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.*

STATEMENT OF INTENT
A statement of intent is required for this bill because
33-4-107-grantas-the—secretary-of-state-ruiemaking--anthority
to--prescribe--the-—guatifications--for-election-judgess-Phe
secretary—of-antate-shalii-generaity-foitew—-the--requirementa

for--etection--jrudges-~under—the-present—statutes-but-adjuse
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theoe~:equireneato—ee—accennudnte-the—¥eueh—voting—-Aet-—ahd
eoﬂ—‘per-it---natnre-—persona—wunder-—te--yecrp——ef-—age——to
pertieipete-as-eiectiun¥§udgeu-aa-iong—as—they*nre-nee—ehief
etection-gndgess
A-statement-of-intent-is-atso-required-because 131-27-401
authorizes the secretary of state to prescribe the format
for the voter information pamphlet. These rules must permit
the orderly, efficient presentation of the arguments that

will help in reducing the costs of preparation of the voter

information pamphiet.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. "section 13-1-101, MCA, is amended to read:
“13-1-101., Definitions. As used in this title, unless

the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following

definitions apply:

{1) "“Anything of value” means any goods that have a
certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is
ordinarily not given away free but is purchased.

(2) ™“Candidate"™ means:

(a) an individual who has filed a declaration or
petition for nomination, acceptance of nomination or
appointment as a candidate for public office as required by

law;

{b) for the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, an .

-2- SB 318
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individual who bhas soclicited or received and retained
contributions, made expenditures, or given consent toc an
individual, organization, political party, or committee to
solicit or receive and retain contributions or make

expenditures on his the individual's behalf to secure

nomination or eliection to any office at any time, whether or
not the office for which the individual will seek nomination
or election is known when the: .

{i) solicitation is made;

{(ii) contribution is received and retained; or

{iii) expenditure is made; and

{c) an officeholder who is the subject of a recall
election.

{3} (a) "Contribution" means:

{i) an advance, gift, loan, conveyance, deposit,
payment, or distribution of money or anything of value to
influence an election;

{ii) a transfer of funds between political committees;

{iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or
political committee of compensation for the personal
services of another person that are rendered to a candidate
or political committee.

{b) “Contribution" does not mean:

(i) services provided without compengation by

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their time on

-3- SB 318
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behalf of a candidate or political committee or meals and
lodging provided by individuals in their private residence
for a candidate or other individual;

(ii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary,
or editorial distributed through the facilities of any
broadcasting station, newspaper , magazine, or other
periodical publication of general circulation;

(iii) the cost of any communication by any membership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
or employees, se as long as sueh the organization is not a
primary political committee; or

{iv) filing fees paid by the candidate.

{4) "Election"” means a general, reqular, special, or
primary election held pursuant to the regquirements of state
law, regardless of the time andfer or purpese.

(5) “Election administrator” means the county clerk and
recorder or the individual designated by a county governing
body tc be responsible for all election administration
duties, except that with regard to school elections, the
term means the school district clerk.

(6) "Elector® means an individual qgualified and
registered to vote ynder gtate law.

(7) (a) "Expenditure" means a purchase, payment,
distribution, loan, advance, promise, pledge, or gift of

nonay or anything of value made for the purpose of

-4- sB 314
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influencing the results of an election.

{b) “Expenditure” does not mean:

(i) services, food, or lodging provided in a manner
that they are not contributions under subsection (3);

' {ii) payments by a candidate for his a filing fee or for
personal travel expenses, food, clothing, 1lodging, or
personal necessities for nimself the candidate and his the
candidate's family;

(iii) the cost of any beona fide news story, commentary,
or editorial distributed through the facilities of any
broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other
periodical publication of general circulation; or

(iv) the cost of any communication by any mewmbership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
or employees, se as long as such the organization is not a
primary political committee,

{8) “"General election® or “reqular election” means an

election held for the election of public officers throughout
the state at times specified by law, including elections for
officers of political subdivisions when the time of the
election is set on the same date for all similar political
gubdivisions in the state. For ballot issues reguired by
Article III, section 6, or Article XIV, section B8, of the
Montana constitution to be submitted by the legislature to

the electors at a general election, "general election" means

-5 SB 318
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an election held at the time provided in 13-1-104{1). Por

ballot issues required by Article XIV, section 9, of the

Montana constitution to be submitted as a constitutional

initiative at a reqular election, regular election means an

election held at the time provided in 13-1-104(1).

(9) “Individual® means a human being.

(10) “Issue" or *ballot issue” means a proposal
submitted to the people at an election for their approval or
rejection, including but not limited to initiatives,
referenda, proposed constitutional amendments, recall
questions, school levy gquestions, bond issue guestions, or a
ballot question. For the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37,
an issue becomes a "ballot issue® upon certification by the
proper official that the legal procedure necessary for its
qualification and placement upon the ballot has been
completed, except that a statewide issue becomes an “issue®
upon approval by the secretary of state of the form of the
petition or referral.

(11) *Parson" means an individual, 'corporation,
association, firm, partnership, cooperative, conmittee,
club, union, or other organization or group of individuals
or a candidate as defined. in subsection (2) of this section.

(12) "Political committee" means a combination of two or
more individuals or a person other than an individual who

makes a contribution or expenditure:

-6~ SB 318
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(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a committee
organized to support or oppose a candidate or a pgtiticn for
nomination; or

{b) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a committee
organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or

(¢) as an earmarked contribution.

(13) “Political

subdivision" means a county,

consolidated municipal-county government, municipality,
special district, or any other unit of government, except
school districts, having authority to hold an election for
officerg or on a ballot issue.

{14) "Primary™ or “primary election" means an election
held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public

office at times specified by law, including nominaticna of

candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the

time for sweh nominations is set on the same cgdate for all
similar subdivisions in the state.

(15) “Public office"™ means a state, county, municipal,
school, or other district office that is filled by the
people at an election.

(16) “Registrar™ means the county election administrator
and any regularly appointed deputy or assiatant election
administrator.

(17) "Special election" means an election other than a

ptatutorily scheduled primary or general election held at
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any time for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in
conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election.

(18) "Voting machine or device™ means any eqguipment used
to record, tabulate, or in any manner process the vote of an

elector.”

Section 2. Section 13-2-202, MCA, is amended to read:
*13-2-202, Registration by personal appearance. An
elector may register by appearing before the registrar or—-a
deputy-registrar ands
ti}--answering-—-any--questians--asked-—by--the--official
cencerning——-items-——of---information—--catted--for--in--the
registration-forms
t2}--atgning-and-verifying-or-affirming-ehe-affidavit-or
affidavitas--on--the—forn

completing and signing the

registration form."

Section 3. section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-2-203. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified
individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly
completed registration form to the election administrator in

the county in which he the individual resides.

{2) The election administrator shall send registration
forms for mail registrations to all gualified individuals
requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the

forma to be widely and conveniently available within the

county. The mail registration form shai} must be designed as

-B- sSB 318
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prescribed by the secretary of state. A form prescribed by
the secretary of state explaining voter registration
qualifications, deadlines, and purge information shail must
be distributed with the mail registration form.

{3) The elector shall complete, sign, andy—except-as
previded—in-ia-2—2&21—-either——ve!iiy——nr*nnEEirn——the'—naii
registratiou--Eeru—-hefote--a-noeary—pubiic—ot—other—officer
enpovered—tu-adminiatet-eaths-or—eemp!ete-and—sign—the—-ferm
and—obtain-the—signaturer-addressv—and—veeing—preeinee—oé—at
ieust--one——regiseered—veeer—in-the-eoanby-whe—ahaii-uétneaa

the-éaets—atated-onr—BREBP?-AS-PRBViBBB—iN—ia—Q—2121-—5iﬂmﬂ

VERIP¥--OR-APPIRM-¥HE-MATb-REGISPRAPION-PORM- BRPORE-A—-NOTARY

PUBLEC—OR-OFPHER—OPPEICHR-EMPOWERRED——PO- —ABMINISPHR~ -OATHS-—OR

COMPHETE—-ANP—-5 F6N—-PHE——PORM——ANB--OBPAEN-—FHE--SFENATOR By

APBRESSy-—ANB—- -YOPING--PRECINCT--OP——AF-LBASP-ONB-REGISPHRED

YOPER-FN-PHE-COUNT¥-WHO-SHALL-WEITNBSS-FHE--PACRS-—SPAPED-~6N

PHE-PORM—ANDP-SHBALEL return the mail registration form.

{4) The registration form must be received by the
election administrator on or before the day of the close of
registration and must be returned to the administrator no
later than 15 days after the date it is gsigned by-—-the

witness—-ar-~officer—-before--whon--aigned BY PHE-WIPNESS-OR

OPP#EBR-BRPORE-WHOM-BIENED.

{5) Registration forms properly executed before the

close of registration must be accepted for 3 days after the
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close of registration.™

Section—4-——gection-13—4-1677-HEA7-is-amended-to-read:——

%33-4-38Fs-—Euatifications——of--etection—--judgess—--¢3¥
Eiection--4udges——shali-be-registered-etectora—of-the-county
and-of-the-pracinet-in-which-they-server-except-as--provided
in-33-4-102¢44%

{2y--Ne An eilection--judge-may net be-a-candidate-or-a
spauser-ascendenty-—-descendanty—-brothery-—-or-—sister—-of--a
candidate-——or--a--candidatela—-sponse-or-the-aspouse—-of-any-of
theae-in-an-election-precinct——where--the--candidatels—-name
appears——-on--the--baliletr-—-Howevery——thia--does-not-appiy-te
candidates-for-precinet-officess

123--Fhe-secretary-cf-state-pshaii-adopt-ruies-specifying

quaiificationas---for---eiection-—-judges---consistent—--with

subsection—{iy:4

Seoction 4. Section 13-10-405, MCA, is amended to read:
“13-10-405. Submission and verification of petition.
Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference

primary election and the affidavits of circulation required

by 13-27-302 must be presented to the election administrator
of the county in which the signatures are gathered at least

1l week before the primary election Eiling deadline

prescribed in 13-10-201(6). A filing fee is not required.

The election administrator must shall verify the signatures

in the manner prescribed in 13-27-303 through 13-27-308 and ~
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must forward the petitions to the secretary of state. %he
petitions--must-—be--pubmitted—to-the-eiection-adminiatrator
befare-the—£fiting-deadiine-eatabliished-in--13-10-201¢63-~-No
fiting~fee~-is-requireds"
Section 5. section 13-10-503, MCA, is amended to read:
“13-10-503. Piling deadlines. {1) A petition for

nomination and the affidavits of circulation required by

13-27-302, accompanied by the required filing fee, shaii
must be filed with the same officer with whom other
nominations for the office sought are filed. Petitions must
be submitted, at least 1 week before the deadline for
filing, to the election adminiatrator in the c¢ounty where
the signer resides for verification and certification by the
procedures provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. In the
event there are insufficient signatures on the petition,
additional signatures may be submitted before the deadline
for filing.

{2) Except as provided in 13-10-504, each petition
shai: must be filed before the scheduled primary election or
the filing deadline for the special or general election if
ne a primary election is not scheduled.”

Section 6. section 13-10-504, NCA, is amended to read:

*13-10-504. Independent or minor party candidates for
president or vice president. (1) An individual who desires

to run for president or vice president as an independent

~-11- SB 318
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candidate or as a candidate of a party not gqualified under
13-10-601 must file a petition for nomination with the
secretary of gtate 90 days prior to the date of the general

election.

{2) The petition and the affidavits of circulation

required by 13-27-302 must firast be submitted, at least 1

week before the deadline for filing, to the election
administrator in the county where the signer resides for
verification and certification by the procedures provided in
13-27-303 through 13-27-306.

(3) The petition must have the signatures of electors
equal to St or more of the total votes cast for the
succesgsful candidate for governor at the last generail
election. The names of the candidates for the reguired
number of presidential electors allowable to Montana shaii
mugt be certified to the secretary of state when the
petition for nomination is filed.

(4) A qualified independent presidential candidate may

amend the petition and designate or choose a named

vice-presidential candidate until the filing date provided
in 13-25-101." ’
Section 7. section 13-10-601, MCA, is amended to read:
®13-10-601. Parties eligible for primary election —
petitions by minor parties. (1) Bach political party that

had a candidate for a statewide office who received a total '
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vote that was 5% or more of the total votes cast for the
successful candidate for governor in either of the last two
general elections shall nominate its candidates for public
coffice, except for presidential electors, by a primary
election as provided in this chapter.

(2} A political party that does not gualify to hold a
primary election under subsection (1) may qualify to
nominate its candidates by primary election by presenting a
petition, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state,
requesting the primary election and signed by a number of
registered voters egual to 5% or more of the total votes
cast for the successful candidate for governor at the last
general election, which number must include the registered

voters in more than one-third of the legislative districts

equal to 5% or more of the total votes cast for the

successful candidate for governor at the last general

election in those districts. The petition and the affidavits

of circulation required by 13-27-302 must be presented to

the election administrator of the county in which the
signatures were gathered to be verified under the procedures
provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. The election
administrator shall forward the verified petition to the
secretary of state at least 75 days before the date of the
primary. The petition must be asubmitted to the election

administrator at least 1 week before the deadline for

-13- SB 318
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gsubmitting the verified petition to the secretary of state.®

Section 8. Section 13-13-116, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-116. Ballots to be stamped -— one ballot to
elector. (1) Before delivering ballots to an elector, the
election judges shall stamp the words "official ballot® on
the ballot. Neo A part of the stamp may not appear on the
stub. They shall also stamp the name of the county, the
number of the precinct, the-date—of-the--etectiony and any
other information the election administrator believes
necessary to distinguish the ballots from those used in any
other election.

(2) Each elector shall receive from the election judges
one of each type of ballot being used at the election."”

Section 9. section 13-25-101, MCA, is amended to read:

“13-25-101. Homination of electors —— ballot. (1) Each
political party qualified wunder 13-10-601 shall nominate
presidential electors for this state and file certificates
of nomination for these candidates with the secretary of

state in a form prescribed by the secretary of state no

later than 75 days» before the general election, in the
manner and number provided by law.

(2) The Becretary of state shall certify to the
election administrator the names of the candidates for
president and vice president of the several political

parties, which shaii must be printed on the ballot.

14~ SB 318
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(3) The names of candidates for electors of president

and vice president may not be printed upon the ballot.”

Section 10. Section 13-27-401, MCA, is amended to read:

*13-27-401. Voter information pamphlet. (1) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information
for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as
applicablé:

(a) ballot title, fiscal statement if applicable, and
complete text of the issue;

{b) the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

{c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

{d) rebuttal arguments.

{2) The pamphlet asha}} must also contain a notice
advising the recipient where additional copies of the
pamphlet may be obtained,

{3) Whenever more than one ballot iassue is to be voted
on at a single election, the secretary of state may publish
a =single pamphlet for all of the ballot issues. The
secretary of state may arrange the information in the order
which seems most appropriate, but the information for all
issues in the pamphlet shaii must be presented in the same

order.
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{4} The secretary of state may prescribe by rule the

format and manner of submission of the arguments concerning

the ballot issgue.”

Section 11. section 13-27-410, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter
information pamphlet. (1} -The secretary of state shall
arrange with the department of administration by requisition
for the printing and delivery of a vofer information
pamphlet for all ballot issues to be submitted to the people
at least 90 days before the election at which they will be
submitted. The requisition shaii must include a delivery
list providing for shipment of the required number of
pamphlets to each county and to the secretary of state.

{2} The pecretary of state shall estimate the number of
copies necessary to furnish aone copy to every voter in each
county, except that two or more voters with the same mailing
address and the game last name may be counted as cne voter.
The secretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of
the pamphlets in determining the number of voter pamphlets
to be ordered in the requisition.

(3) The department of administration shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract
shait must require completion of printing and shipment, as

specified on the delivery list, of the voter information -
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pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people.

{4) The county official respongible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter in the county,
except that two or more voters with the same mailing address
and the same last name may be counted as one voter, The
mailing shalil must take place no later than 2 weeks after
the-pamphiets-are--received--fron--the--printer before the
election.

{5} Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet shaii
must be available at each precinct for use by any voter
wishing to read the explanatory information and complete

text before voting on the ballot issuesa.”

NEW SECTION. Section 12. Repealer. Section 13-2-102,

MCA, is repealed.

nEw SECTION. SECTION 13. EFFECTIVE DATE. [TH1S ACT] IS

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 19§3.

-End-
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