
SENATE BILL NO. 318 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

FEBRUARY 4, 1993 

FEBRUARY 18, 1993 

FEBRUARY 19, 1993 

FEBRUARY 20, 1993 

FEBRUARY 23, 1993 

MARCH 20, 1993 

MARCH 29, 1993 

MARCH 31, 1993 

APRIL 1, 1993 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 37; NOES, 13. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. Rt'.PORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN AS 
AMENDED. 

THIRD READING, NOT CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 48; NOES, 50. 

ON MOTION, PREVIOUS ACTION 
RECONSIDERED. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 73; NOES, 25. 

RETURNED 'l'O SENA'l'E WITH AMENDMEN'PS. 



APRIL 5, 1993 

APRIL 6, 1993 

IN THE SENATE 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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~ BILL NO.~ 

INTRODUCED' BY w~ 
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE 

LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF 

11 REGULAR ELECTION"; REVISING REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS; 

PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTION JUDGES; REQUIRING 

THAT AFFIDAVITS OF CIRCULATION ACCOMPANY PETITIONS FOR 

NOMINATION OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES; PROVIDING FOR 

AMENDMENT OF NOMINATING PETITIONS; REVISING THE STAMPING OF 

BALwrS; AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PRESCRIBE THE 

FORM OF THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

MAILING 

13-2-202, 

OF THE PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101, 

13-2-203, 13-4-107, 13-10-405, 13-10-503, 

13-10-504, 13-10-601, 13-13-116, 13-25-101, 13-27-401, AND 

13-27-410, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 13-2-102, MCA.'" 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

13-4-107 grants the secretary of state rulemaking authority 

to prescribe the qualifications for election judges. The 

secretary of state shall generally follow the requirements 

for election judges under the present statutes but adjust 

those requirements to accommodate the Youth Voting Act and 

~ ........... ,.._. 
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LC 0830/01 

to permit mature persons under 18 years of age to 

participate as election judges as long as they are not chief 

election judges. 

A statement of intent is also required because 13-27-401 

authorizes the secretary of state to prescribe the format 

for the voter information pamphlet. These rules must permit 

the orderly, efficient presentation of the arguments that 

will help in reducing the costs of preparation of the voter 

information pamphlet, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-1-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless 

the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) 11 Anything of value" means any goods that have a 

certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is 

ordinarily not given away free but is purchased. 

(2) "Candidate" means: 

(a) an individual who has filed a decla~ation or 

petition for nomination, acceptance of nomination or 

appointment as a candidate for public office as required by 

law; 

lb) for the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, an 

individual who has solicited or received and retained 

-2- s& 311 
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contributions, made expendit.ures, or given consent to an 

individual, organization, political party, or committee to 

solicit or receive and retain contributions or make 

expenditures on his the individual's behalf to secure 

nomination or election to any office at any time, whether or 

not the office for which the individual will seek nomination 

or election is known when the: 

(i) solicitation is made; 

(ii) contribution is received and retained; or 

{iii} e~penditure is made; and 

(c) an officeholder who is the subject of a recall 

election. 

(3) (a} ''Contribution" means: 

(i) an advance, gift, loan, conveyance, deposit, 

payment, or distribution of money or anything of value to 

influence an election; 

(ii) a transfer of funds between political committees: 

(iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or 

political committee of compensation for the personal 

services of another person that are rendered to a candidate 

or political committee. 

(b) "Contribution" does not mean: 

(iJ services provided · without compensation by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their time on 

behalf of a candidate or political committee or meals and 
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lodging provided by individuals in their private residence 

for a candidate or other individual; 

(ii) the cost of any bona fide news 

or editorial distributed through the 

story, commentary, 

facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other 

periodical publiC-ition of general circulation; 

(iii) the cost of any communication by any membership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

or employees, so as long as sneft the organization is not a 

primary political committee: or 

(iv) filing fees paid by the candidate. 

(4) ''Election" means a general, regular, special, or 

primary election held pursuant to the requirements of state 

law, regardless of the time andfor or purpose. 

(5) "Election administrator" means the county clerk and 

recorder or the individual designated by a county governing 

body to be responsible for all election administration 

duties, except that with regard to school elections, the 

term means the school district clerk. 

(6) 11 Elector" means an individual qualified and 

registered to vote under state law. 

(7) (a) "Expenditure" means a 

advance, promise, 

purchase, payment, 

pledge, or gift of distribution, loan, 

money or anything of value made for the purpose of 

influencing the results of an election. 

-4-
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(b) .. Expenditure 11 does not mean: 

(i) services, food, or lodging provided in a manner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3); 

{ii) payments by a candidate for ftis ~ filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses, food, clothing, lodging, or 

personal necessities for himse¼f the candidate and his the 

candidate's family; 

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; or 

(iv) the cost of any communication by any membership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

or employees, so as long as a~eh the organization is not a 

primary political committee. 

(8) "General election" or "regular election• means an 

election held for the election of public officers throughout 

the state at times specified by law, including elections for 

officers of political subdivisions when the time of the 

election is set on the same date for all similar political 

subdivisions in the state. For ballot issues required by 

Article III, section 6, or Article XIV, section 8, of the 

Montana constitution to be submitted by the legislature to 

the electors at a general election, "general election" means 

an election held at the time pcovided in 13-1-104(1). For 
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ballot issues required by Article XIV, section 9, of the 

Montana constitution to be submitted as a constitutional 

initiative at a regular election, regular election means an 

election held at the time provided in 13-1-104(1). 

(9) "Individual" means a human being. 

( 10) "Issue" or "ballot issue• means a pcoposal 

submitted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection, including but not limited to initiatives, 

referenda, proposed constitutional amendments, cecall 

questions, school levy questions, bond issue questions, or a 

ballot question. Foe the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, 

an issue becomes a Nballot issue" upon certification by the 

proper official that the legal procedure necessary for its 

qualification and placement upon the ballot has been 

completed, except that a statewide issue becomes an 11 issue" 

upon approval by the secretary of state of the form of the 

petition or referral. 

(11) "Person" means an individual, corporation, 

association, firm, partnership, cooperative, committee, 

club, union, or other organization or group of individuals 

or a candidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section. 

(12) "Political committee" means a combination of two or 

more individuals or a person other than an individual who 

makes a contribution or expenditure: 

(al to support or oppose a candidate or a committee 
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organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

nomination; or 

lb) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a committee 

organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or 

(c) as an earmarked contribution. 

(13) "Political subdivision" means a county, 

consolidated municipal-county government, municipality, 

special district, or any other unit of government, except 

school districts, having authority to hold an election for 

officers or on a ballot issue. 

(14) NPrimary" or "primary electionN means an election 

held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public 

office at times specified by law, including nominations of 

candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the 

time for sneh nominations is set on the same date for all 

similar subdivisions in the state. 

(15) "Public office" means a state, county, municipal, 

school, or other district office that is filled by the 

people at an election. 

(16) "Registrar" means the county election administrator 

and any regularly appointed deputy or assistant election 

administrator. 

(17) "Special election" means an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at 

any time for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in 
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conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election. 

(18) •voting machine or device" means any equipment used 

to record, tabulate, or in any manner process the vote of an 

elector." 

Section 2. Section 13-2-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-2-202. Registration by personal appearance. An 

elector may register by appearing before the registrar er-a 

deputy-registrar and~ 

t¼t--aftswerin~--any--gttestions--as~ed--by--~he--effie¼e¼ 

eoneerning--itema--ef--infermation---ea¼½ed---fer---¼ft---~he 

regis~ra~ien-ferm~ 

trt--ai~n¼ng-and-•erify±ng-or-affirm¼ftg-efte-aftidav±~-er 

attidavi~s---en---~he---ferm 

registration form.• 

completing and signing the 

Section 3. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-203. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration form to the election administrator io 

the county in which he the individual resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registratio~ 

forms for mail registrations to all qualified individualb 

requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within th.r, 

county. The mail registration form shel:i¼- ~ be desigru:~C os 

prescribed by the secretary of state. A form prescai0~io oy 
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the secretary of state explaining voter registration 

qualifications, deadlines, and purge information sha¼¼ must 

be distributed with the mail registration form, 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and,--exeept--as 

pro~ided--in--l3-Z-ZlZ 7--either--verify--or--a££irm-the-ma:%¼ 

re9istration-£orm-be£ore-a-notary-pub¼%e--or--other--of£ieer 

empowered--te-adm*"*ster-oaths-or-eomp¼ete-and-a¼gn-the-iorm 

a"d-obta¼n-the-aignatttre7 -address,-and-voting-preetnet-oi-at 

¼east-one-reqiatered-voter-in-the-eottnty-who--aha¼¼--witneaa 

the-£aeta-atated-on return the mail registration form. 

(4) The registration form must be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after the date it is signed by--the 

witness-or-o£t*eer-betore-whem.-s¼gned. 

(5) Registration forms properly executed before the 

close of ~i~tration must be accepted for 3 days after the 

close of ~istration." 

Section 4. Section 13-4-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-4-107. Qualifications of election judges. (l) 

B¼eet¼on-;adges-sha¼¼-be-re~¼seered-e¼eeters-ef--the--eettnty 

and--of-the-preeinet-¼n-whieh-they-serve7-e~eept-as-previded 

¼n-l3-4-l8it4t. 

tit--No An election judge may not be a candidate or a 

spouse, ascendent, descendant, brother, or sister of a 
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candidate or a candidate's spouse or the spouse of any of 

these in an election precinct where the candidate's name 

appears on the ballot. However, this does not apply to 

candidates for precinct offices. 

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules specifying 

9.ualifications for election :i.!!£9_es consistent with 

subsection ill." 

Section 5. Section 13-10-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-10-405. Subllission and verification of petition. 

Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference 

primary election and the affidavits of circulation required 

by 13-27-302 must be presented to the election administrator 

of the county in which the signatures are gathered at !east 

l week before the primary election filing deadline 

prescribed in 13-10-201(6). A filing fee is not required. 

The election administrator mttst shall verify the signatures 

in the manner prescribed in 13-27-303. through 13-27-308 and 

must forward the petitions to the secretary of state. ~h~ 

pe~itiens-aus~-be-sabmit~ed-~e--the--e¼ee~ien--adlllinis~ra~er 

be£ore--the--£¼¼in9-dead¼¼ne-estab¼±shed-¼n-l3-l8-i8¼t6t~-No 

Eiiing-fee-¼s-required-. 11 

Section 6. Section 13-10-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-503. Filing deadlines. (1) A petition for 

nomination and the affidavits of circulation required by 

13-27-302, accompanied by the required filing fee, sha¼l 
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must be filed with the same officer with whom other 

nominations for the office sought are filed. Petitions must 

be submitted, at least 1 week before the deadline for 

filing, to the election administrator in the county where 

the signer resides for verification and certification by the 

procedures provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. In the 

event there are insufficient signatures on the petition, 

additional signatures may be submitted before the deadline 

for filing. 

(2) Except as provided in 13-10-504, each petition 

sha¼¼ ~ be filed before the scheduled primary election or 

the filing deadline for the special or general election if 

ne ~ primary election is~ scheduled. 11 

Section 7. Section 13-10-504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-504. Independent or ■inor party candidates for 

president or vice president. (1) An individual who desires 

to run for president or vice president as an independent 

candidate or as a candidate of a party not qualified under 

13-10-601 must file a petition for nomination with the 

secretary of state 90 days prior to the date of the general 

election. 

{2} The petition and the affidavits of circulation 

required by 13-27-302 must first be submitted, at least 1 

week before the deadline for filing, to the election 

administrator in the county where the signer resides for 
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verification and certification by the procedures provided in 

13-27-3D3 through 13-27-306. 

(3) The petition must have the signatures of electors 

equal to 5% or more of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor at the last general 

election. The names of the candidates for the required 

number of presidential electors allowable to Montana sha¼¼ 

must be certified to the secretary of state when the 

petition for nomination is filed. 

(4) A qualified independent presidential candidate may 

amend the petition and designate or choose a named 

vice-presidential candidate until the filing date provided 

in 13-25-101. • 

Section 8. Section 13-10-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-601. Parties eligible for pri■ary election 

petitions by ■inor parties. (l) Each political party that 

had a candidate for a statewide office who received a total 

vote that was 5\ or more of the total vat.es cast for the 

successful candidate for governor in either of the last two 

general elections shall nominate its candidates for public 

office, except for presidential electors, by a primary 

election as provided in this chapter. 

(2) A political party that does not qualify to hold a 

primary election under subsection (1) may qualify to 

nominate its candidates by primary election by presenting a 

-12-
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petition, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state, 

requesting the primary election and signed by a number of 

registered voters equal _to 5\ or more of the total votes 

cast for the successful candidate for governor at the last 

general election, which number must include the registered 

voters in more than one-third of the legislative districts 

equal to 5\ or more of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor at the last general 

election in those districts. The petition and the affidavits 

of circulation required by 13-27-302 must be presented to 

the election administrator of the county in which the 

signatures were gathered to be verified under the procedures 

provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. The election 

administrator shall forward the verified petition to the 

secretary of state at least 75 days before the date of the 

primary. The petition must be submitted to the election 

administrator at least 1 week before the deadline for 

submitting the verified petition to the secretary of state." 

Section 9. Section 13-13-116, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-116. Ballots to be staaped one ballot to 

elector. (1) Before delivering ballots to an elector, the 

election judges shall stamp the words "official ballot" on 

the ballot. Ne ~ part of the stamp may not appear on the 

stub. They shall also stamp the name of the county, the 

number of the precinct, tne-date-ef-tfte-eieetien7 and any 
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other information the election administrator believes 

necessary to distinguish the ballots from those used in any 

other election. 

(2) Each elector shall receive from the election judges 

one of each type of ballot being used at the election." 

Section 10. Section 13-25-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-25-101. Nomination of electors -- ballot. (l) Each 

political party qualified under 13-10-601 shall nominate 

presidential electors for this state and file certificates 

of nomination for these candidates with the secretary of 

state in a form prescribed by the secretary of state no 

later than 75 days before the general election, in the 

manner and number provided by law. 

(2) The secretary of state shall certify to the 

election administrator the names of the candidates for 

president and vice president of the several political 

parties, which sha¼¼ ~ be printed on the ballot. 

(3) The names of candidates for electors of president 

and vice president may not be printed upon the ballot.•• 

Section 11. Section 13-27-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-401. Voter inforiution 

secretary of state shall prepare 

pamphlet. 

for printing 

( 1) The 

a voter 

information pamphlet containing the following information 

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as 

applicable: 

-14-
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(a) ballot title, fiscal statement if applicable, and 

complete text of the issue: 

(b) the form in which the issue will appear on the 

ballot; 

(c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the 

issue; and 

(d) rebuttal arguments. 

(2) The pamphlet shall must also contain a notice 

advising the recipient where additional copies of the 

pamphlet may be obtained. 

(3) Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted 

on at a single election, the secretary of state may publish 

a single pamphlet for all of the ballot issues. The 

secretary of state may arrange the information in the order 

which seems most appropriate, but the information for all 

issues in the pamphlet shall~ be presented in the same 

order. 

(4) The secretary of state may prescribe by rule the 

format and manner of submission of the arguments concerning 

the ballot issue." 

Section 12. 

"13-27-410. 

Section 13-27-410, MCA, is amended to read: 

Printing and distribution of voter 

infor-tion paaphlet. (1) The secretary of state shall 

arrange with the department of administration by requisition 

for the printing and delivery of a voter information 
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pamphlet for all ballot issues to be submitted to the people 

at least 90 days before the election at which they will be 

submitted. The requisition eftall must include a delivery 

list providing for shipment of the required number of 

pamphlets to each r.ounty and to the secretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number of 

copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in each 

county, except that two or more voters with the same mailing 

address and the same last name may be counted as one voter. 

The secretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of 

the pamphlets in determining the number of voter pamphlets 

to be ordered in the requisition. 

(3) The department of administration shall call for 

bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing 

and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract 

aha¼¼~ require completion of printing and shipment, as 

specified on the delivery list, of the voter information 

pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at 

which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people. 

(4) The county official responsible for voter 

registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter 

information pamphlet to each registered voter in the county, 

except that two or more voters with the same mailing address 

and the same last name may be counted as one voter. The 

mailing aha¼¼ aust take place no later than 2 weeks ateer 
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~he--pemph¼e~s--are--reee¼Yed--from--Che--prineer before the 

electi.9.!!. 

(5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet sha¼¼ 

~ be available at each precinct for use by any voter 

wishing to read the explanatory information and complete 

6 text before voting on the ballot issues.'' 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 13-2-102, 

8 MCA, is repealed. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0318, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act generally revising the laws relating to elections; providing a definition of "regular election"; revising 
registration of electors; providing for qualifications of election judges; authorizing the Secretary of State to prescribe 
the form of the Voter Information Pamphlet (VIP) and providing for the mailing of the pamphlet. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The current level executive budget for the Secretary of State's Office allows for sufficient expenses in both the 
Business and Government Services program and Administrative Code program for promulgating administrative rules required 
by the proposed bill. 

2. The current level executive budget accounts for Administrative Code revenue (state special revenue) for rules 
publication. 

3. The potential savings by restricting placement of ballot issues to even-numbered general elections will not occur in the 
form of reduced current level budgeted expenses, but rather in the reduction of supplemental appropriation requests or 
"cat and dog" appropriations. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
None to state agencies. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 
Counties may experience some savings pursuant to the restriction of placement of ballot issues on 
elections. In addition, some expenses may be incurred to alter practices to comply with the act. 
additional expenses is not subject to reasonable estimate. 

even-numbered year 
The amount of savings or 

l A 
~~~ 2 ,f-?'3 >k~ 

{ .JEFF WELDON, PRIMARY 
¾~ 

DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE SPONSOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for SB0318 as introduced 

S(J JIY 



53rd Legislature SB 0318/02 

APPROVED B'i COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE BILL NO, 318 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

B'i REQUEST OF THE SECRETAR'i OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE 

LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF 

"REGULAR ELECTION"; REVISING REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS; 

PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTION JUDGES; REQUIRING 

THAT AFFIDAVITS OF CIRCULATION ACCOMPANY PETITIONS FOR 

NOMINATION OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES; PROVIDING FOR 

AMENDMENT OF NOMINATING PETITIONS; REVISING THE STAMPING OF 

BALLOTS; AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OP STATE TO PRESCRIBE THE 

FORM OP THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

MAILING 

13-2-202, 

OF THE PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101, 

13-2-203, 13-4-107, 13-10-405, 13-10-503, 

13-10-504, 13-10-601, 13-13-116, 13-25-101, 13-27-401, AND 

13-27-410, MCA; AN9 REPEALING SECTION 13-2-102, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

13-4-107 grants the secretary of state rulemaking authority 

to prescribe the qualifications for election judges. The 

secretary of state shall generally follow the requirements 

for election judges under the present statutes but adjust 
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those requirements to accommodate the Youth Voting Act and 

to permit mature persons under 18 years of age to 

participate as election judges as long as they are not chief 

election judgese 

A statement of intent is also required because 13-27-401 

authorizes the secretary of state to prescribe the format 

for the voter information pamphlet. These rules must permit 

the orderly, efficient presentation of the arguments that 

will help in reducing the costs of preparation of the voter 

information pamphlet. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-1-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless 

the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) "Anything of value" means any goods that have a 

certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is 

ordinarily not given away free but is purchased. 

(2) "Candidate" means: 

(a) an individual who has filed a declaration or 

petition for nomination, acceptance of nomination or 

appointment as a candidate for public office as required by 

law; 

(b) for the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, an 
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individual who has solicited or received and retained 

contributions, made e•penditures, or given consent to an 

individual, organiaation, political party, or committee to 

solicit or receive and retain contributions or make 

expenditures on h±s the individual's behalf to secure 

nomination or election to any office at any time, whether or 

not the office for which the individual will seek nomination 

or election is known when the: 

(i) aolicitation is made; 

(ii) contribution is received and retained; Or 

(iii) expenditure is made; and 

(c) an officeholder who is the subject of a recall 

election. 

(3) (a) "Contribution• means: 

(i) an advance, gift, loan, conveyance, deposit, 

payment, or distribution of money or anything of value to 

influence an election; 

(ii) a transfer of funds between political committees; 

(iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or 

political committee of compensation for the personal 

services of another person that are rendered to a candidate 

or political committee. 

lb) .. Contribution" does not mean: 

Ii) services provided without compensation by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their time on 
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behalf of a candidate or political committee or meals and 

lodging provided by individuals in their private residence 

for a candidate or other individual; 

(ii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; 

(iii) the cost of any communication by any membership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

or employees, so!!. long as s~eh the organization is not a 

primary political committee; or 

(iv) filing fees paid by the candidate. 

(4) •Election• means a general, regular, special, or 

primary election held pursuant to the requirements of state 

law, regardless of the time and/or£!.. purpose. 

(5) "Election administrator" means the county clerk and 

recorder or the individual designated by a county governing 

body to be responsible for all election administration 

duties, except that with regard to school elections, the 

term means the school district clerk. 

( 6) 11 Elector II means an individual qualified and 

registered to vote under state law. 

(7) (a) "Expenditure" means a purchase, payment, 

distribution, loan, advance, promise, pledge, or gift of 

money or anything of value made for the purpose of 
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influencing the results of an election. 

(b) "Expenditure" does not mean: 

SB 0318/02 

(i) services, food, or lodging provided in a manner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3); 

(ii) payments by a candidate for his~ filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses, food, clothing, lodging, or 

personal necessities for himse¼f the candidate and h+s the 

candidate•s family; 

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; or 

(iv) the cost of any communication by any membership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

or employees, ee as long as saeh the organization is not a 

primary political committee. 

(8) "General election" or "regular election" means an 

election held for the election of public officers throughout 

the state at times specified by law, including elections foe 

officers of political subdivisions when the time of the 

election is set on the same date for all similar political 

subdivisions in the state. For ballot issues required by 

Article III, section 6, or Article XIV, section 8, of the 

Montana constitution to be submitted by the legislature to 

the electors at a general election, "general election" means 
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an election held at the time provided in 13-1-104(1). For 

ballot issues required by Article XIV, section 9, of the 

Montana constitution to be submitted as a constitutional 

initiative at a regular election, regular election means an 

election held at the time provided in 13-1-104(1). 

(9) "Individual" means a human being. 

(10) "Issue" or "ballot issue" means a proposal 

submitted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection, including but not limited to initiatives, 

referenda, proposed constitutional amendments, recall 

questions, school levy questions, bond issue questions, or a 

ballot question. For the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, 

an issue becomes a "ballot issue" upon certification by the 

proper official that the legal procedure necessary for its 

qualification and placement upon the ballot has been 

completed, except that a statewide issue becomes an "issue" 

upon approval by the secretary of state of the form of the 

petition or referral. 

( 11) "Person" means an- individual, 

association, firm, partnership, cooperative, 

corporation, 

committee, 

club, union, or other organization or group of individuals 

or a candidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section. 

(12) •Political committee 0 means a combination of two or 

more individuals or a person other than 

makes a contribution or expenditure: 

-6-
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(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a committee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

nomination: or 

(b) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a committee 

organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or 

(c) as an earmarked contribution. 

( 13) "Political subdivision" means a county, 

consolidated municipal-county government, municipality, 

special district, or any other unit of government, except 

school districts, having authority to hold an election for 

officers or on a ballot issue. 

(14) "Primary• or "primary election° means an election 

held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public 

office at times specified by law, including nominations of 

candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the 

time for stteh nominations is set on the same date for all 

similar subdivisions in the state. 

(lS) "Public office 11 means a state, county, municipal, 

school, or other district office that is filled by the 

people at an election. 

(16) "Registrar" means the county election administrator 

and any regularly appointed deputy or assistant election 

administrator. 

(17) "Special election" means an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at 
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any time for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in 

conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election. 

(18) •voting machine or device" means any equipment used 

to record, tabulate, or in any manner process the vote of an 

elector. 11 

Section 2. section 13-2-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-202. Registration by personal appearance. An 

elector may register by appearing before the registrar er--e 

depttty-re,istrar and~ 

t¼t--sftswerift,--afty--~ttestiofts--as~ed--by--the--offieiai 

eefteerftift,---i~ems---ef---¼ftferma~¼oft---ea¼¼ed--for--¼n--the 

regis~rat¼en-form; 

tit--stgning-and-ver¼fying-or~aftirming-the-afftdaviC-&r 

aff¼dav¼ts--on--the--torffl completing and signing the 

re2istration form." 

Section 3. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-203. Registration by mail. (1) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

completed registration form to the election administrator in 

the county in which fte the individual resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send re.9istration 

forms for mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting them and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mail registration form sha¼i must be designed as 
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prescribed by the secretary of state. A form prescribed by 

the secretary of state explaining voter registration 

qualifications, deadlines, and purge information shal¼ must 

be distributed with the mail registration form. 

{3) The elector shall complete, sign, and7-exeept-as 

prevtded-tn-t3-i-i¼i7--either--verify--er--arrirm--the--mail 

reg¼stration--form--before--a-notary-pttb¼ic-or-other-o£ricer 

empewered-to-adlftinister-oatfts-or-comp¼ete-and-aigft-the--form 

and-obtain-the-siqnature7-address7-and-voting-precinct-of-at 

¼east--one--reg*stered-•oter-in-tfte-coanty-who-aha¼¼-witnees 

the-facts-stated-on~ the !!l! registration form. 

(4) The registration form must be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after the date it is signed by-the 

witness-er-e££¼eer-be£ore-wheffl-s½qned. 

ill Resistration forms properly executed before the 

close of registration must be accepted for 3 days after the 

clos~ ~ i st rat ion ... 

Section 4. Section 13-4-107, MCA, is amended to cead: 

"13-4-107. Qualifications of election judges. ( l) 

Bleet½en--judqee--sha½l-be-req½stered-e¼eeters-of-the-eouflty 

and-of-the-pree½net-i"-whieft-tftey-serye7-except-a~--pro~½ded 

in-¼3-4-l8i!t4t~ 

tit--Ho An election judge may !!.Q! be a candidate or a 
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spouse, ascendent, descendant, brother, or sister of a 

candidate or a candidate's spouse or the spouse of any of 

these in an election precinct where the candidate's name 

appears on the ballot. However, this does not apply to 

candidates for precinct offices. 

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules specifying 

gualifications for election ~es consistent with 

subsection ill·H 

Section 5. Section 13-10-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-405. Subllieeion and verification of petition. 

Petitions of nomination far the presidential preference 

primary election and the affidavits of circulation required 

by 13-27-302 must be presented to the election administrator 

of the county in which the signatures are gathered at least 

1 week before the primary election filin9_ deadline 

prescribed in 13-10-201(6). A filing fee is not required. 

The election administrator mttet shall verify the signatures 

in the manner prescribed in 13-27-303 through 13-27-308 and 

must forward the petitions to the secretary of state. The 

pet¼tiefts--mttst--be--sttbm¼~te~-to-~he-electiofl-administrator 

befere-the-filtng-deadltne-establtshed-tn--l3-l8-z8lt6t.--No 

E i: ¼ 1: PUJ-fee-1: s- required-." 

Section 6. Section 13-10-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"IJ-10-~0J. Filing dead! ines. (l) A petition for 

nomination and ~~~ dffidavits of _circulation -~-~~~1_-~ 
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13-27-302, accompanied by the required filing fee, efta¼i 

mus~ be filed with the same officer with whom other 

nominations for the office sought are filed. Petitions must 

be submitted, at least 1 week before the deadline for 

filing, to the election administrator in the county where 

the signer resides for verification and certification by the 

procedures provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. In the 

event there are insufficient signatures on the petition, 

additional signatures may be submitted before the deadline 

for filing. 

(2) Except as provided in 13-10-504, each petition 

eha¼¼ must be filed before the scheduled primary election or 

the filing deadline for the special or general election if 

l'le ~ primary election is not scheduled. 11 

Section 7. section 13-10-504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-504. Independent or ainor party candidates for 

president or vice president. (1) An individual who desires 

to run foe president or vice president as an independent 

candidate or as a candidate of a party not qualified under 

13-10-601 must file a petition for nomination with the 

secretary of state 90 days prior to the date of the general 

election. 

12) The petition and the affidavits of circulation 

required by 13-27-302 must first be submitted, at least 1 

week before the deadline for filing, to the election 

-11- SB 318 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0318/02 

administrator in the county where the signer resides for 

verification and certification by the procedures provided in 

13-27-303 through 13-27-306. 

(3) The petition must have the signatures of electors 

equal to 5\ or more of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor at the last general 

election. The names of the candidates 

number of presidential electors allowable to 

!!!.!:!.!!_ be certified to the secretary of 

petition for nomination is filed. 

for the required 

Montana !Iha¼¼: 

state when the 

(4) A qualified independent presidential candidate may 

amend the petition and designate oc choose a named 

vice-presidential candidate until the filing date provided 

in 13-25-101." 

Section 8. Section 13-10-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-601. Parties eligible for priaary election -­

petitions by minor parties. (l} Each political party that 

had a candidate for a statewide office who received a total 

vote that was 51 or more of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor in either of the last two 

general elections shall nominate its candidates for public 

office, except for presidential electors, by a primary 

election as provided in this chapter. 

(2) A political party that does not qualify to hold a 

primary election under subsection (1) may qualify to 
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nominate its candidates by primary election by presenting a 

petition, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state, 

requesting the primary election and signed by a number of 

registered voters equal to 5\ or more of the total votes 

cast for the successful candidate for governor at the last 

general election, which number must include the registered 

voters in more than one-third of the legislative districts 

equal to SI or more of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor at the last general 

election in those districts. The petition and the affidavits 

of circulation required by 13-27-302 must be presented to 

the election administrator of the county in which the 

signatures were gathered to be verified under the procedures 

provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. The election 

administrator shall forward the verified petition to the 

secretary of state at least 75 days before the date of the 

primary. The petition must be submitted to the election 

administrator at least l week before the deadline for 

submitting the verified petition to the secretary of state." 

Section 9. Section 13-13-116, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-116. Ballots to be staaped one ballot lo 

elector. {l) Before delivering ballots to an elector, the 

election judges shall stamp the words "official ballot" on 

the ballot. Ne~ part of the stamp may not appear on the 

stub. They shall also stamp the name of the county, the 

-13- Sll 318 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0318/02 

number of the precinct, the-date-0£-~he--ei~e~ion7 and any 

other information the election administrator believes 

necessary to distinguish the ballots from those used in any 

other election. 

(2) Each elector shall receive from the election judges 

one of each type of ballot being used at the election." 

Section 10. Section 13-25-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-25-101. -ination of electors -- ballot. (1) Each 

political party qualified under 13-10-601 shall nominate 

presidential electors for this state and file certificates 

of nomination for these candidates with the secretary of 

state in a form prescribed by the secretary of state no 

later than 75 days before the general election, in the 

manner and number provided by law. 

( 2) The secretary of state shall certify to the 

election administrator the names of the candidates for 

president and vice president of the several political 

parties, which shall must be printed on the ballot. 

(3) The names of candidates for electors of president 

and vice president may not be printed upon the ballot. 11 

Section 11. Section 13-27-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

• 13-27-401. Voter information 

secretary of state shall prepare 

pamphlet. 

for printing 

( 1) The 

a voter 

informalion pdmphlet containing lhe following informdtion 

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as 
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applicable: 

(a) ballot title, fiscal statement if applicable, and 

complete text of the issue; 

(b) the form in which the issue will appear on the 

ballot; 

(C) arguments advocating app[oval and rejection of the 

issue; and 

(d) rebuttal arguments. 

(2) The pamphlet aha¼¼ must also contain a notice 

advising the recipient where additional copies of the 

pamphlet may be obtained. 

(3) Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted 

on at a single election, the secretary of state may publish 

a single pamphlet for all of the ballot issues. The 

secretary of state may arrange the information in the order 

which seems most appropriate, but the information for all 

issues in the pamphlet shai¼ must be presented in the same 

order. 

(4) The secretary of state may prescribe by rule the 

format and manner of submission of the arguments concerning 

the ballot issue." 

Section 12. Section 13-27-410, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-410. Printing and distribution 

inforaation paapblet. (l) The secretary of 

of voter 

state shall 

arrange with the department of administration by requisition 
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for the printing and delivery of a voter information 

pamphlet for all ballot issues to be submitted to the people 

at leaat 90 daya before the election at which they will be 

submitted. The requisition aha¼¼ must include a delivery 

list providing for shipment of the required number of 

pamphlets to each county and to the secretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number of 

copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in each 

county, except that two or more voters with the same mailing 

address and the same last name may be counted as one voter. 

The secretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of 

the pamphlets in determining the number of voter pamphlets 

to be ordered in the requisition. 

(3) The department of administration shall call for 

bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing 

and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract 

sha¼¼ ~ require completion of printing and shipment, as 

specified on the delivery list, of the voter information 

pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at 

which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people. 

(4) The county official responsible for voter 

registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter 

information pamphlet to each registered voter in the county, 

except that two or more voters with the same mailing address 

and the same last name may be counted as one vot~r. The 
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mailing shell must take place no later than 2 weeks after 

~fte-pamph~ets-are--reeeiYed--frem--the--printer before the 

election. 

(5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet shell 

must be available at each precinct for use by any voter 

wishing to read the explanatory information and complete 

text before voting on the ballot issues." 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. section 13-2-102, 

9 MCA, is repealed. 

10 NEW SECTION. SECTION 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] IS 

11 EFFECTIVE JUL~ 1, 1993. 

-End-

-17- Sll JlB 



53rd Legislature SB 0318/02· 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

u 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE BILL NO. 318 

UITRODUCED BY WELDON 

BY RBQUEST or THE SECRETARY or STATE 

A BILL FOR All ACT ENTITLED: "U ACT GENERALLY RBVISIIIG THE 

LUS RELATING TO ELBCTIONSj PROVIDING A DEFINITION or 

"IIEGOLAR ELBCTION" 1 REVISING RBGISTIIATION OP ELBC'l'ORSJ 

PRtlVIDIIIG FOR QIJALIPICATIONS or ELECTION JUDGES; RBQUIRIIIG 

THAT APPIDAVITS OP CIRCULATION ACCOMPANY PETITIONS P0R 

-IMATION OP PRZSIDBIITIAL CUDIDATES; PROVIDING FOR 

AIIBNDIIEIIT OP -IIIATING PETITIONS; REVISING THE STAIIPIIIG OP 

BALLOTS! AUTBORIIING TBE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PRESCRIBE TBE 

PORN OP TBB VOTBR INP'ORIIATION PAIIPBLET AND PROVIDING FOR TBE 

MAILING OP TBB PAIIPBLBTJ AIIDIDING SBCTIONS 13-1-101, 

13-2-202, 13-2-203, 13-4-107, 13-10-405, 13-10-503, 

13-10-504, 13-10-601, 13-13-116, 13-25-101, 13-27-401, AND 

13-27-410, MCA1 ANB REPEALING SECTION 13-2-102, MCA; AND 

PROVID_IIIG AN BPPECTIVS_ DATE.• 

STATIIIBII'? OP INTENT 

A ■tat-nt of intent i ■ raquired for thi■ bill becau■e 

13-4-107 grants the aecretary of ■tate rul ... king authority 

to prescribe the qualificationa for election judges. The 

secretary of state shall generally follow the requirements 

for election judge■ under the present statute■ but adjust 
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those requirwnt■ to -~~ate the Youth Voting Act and 

to per■it .. ture per■on■ under 18 years of age to 

participate a■ election judge■ a■ long a■ they are not chief 

election judges. 

A ■tate-nt of intent i ■ al■o required because 13-27-401 

authorise■ the ■ecretary of state to pre■cribe the for-t 

for the voter infor .. tlon paaphlet. Theae rule■ au■t per•lt 

the orderly, efficient presentation of the arg.,..nts that 

will help in reducing the coat■ of preparation of the voter 

infor-tion pamphlet. 

BE IT ENACTED BY TIii: LBGISLATURB OP THE STATE OP MONTANA, 

Section 1. section 13-1-101, MCA, la ._nded to read: 

•13-1-101. Definitiona. A■ used in this title, unless 

the contest clearly indicates otherwise, the following 

definitions apply, 

(l) "Anything of value• -ans any goods that have a 

certain utility to the recipient that is real and that la 

ordinarily not given awar free but is purchased. 

(2) •candidate• -ana, 

ta) an individual who haa filed a declaration 

petition for no.ination, acceptance of nomination 

appoint■ent as a candidate for public office as required 

law: 

or 

or 

by 

(b) for the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, an 
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individual who has solicited or received and retained 

contributions, .. de expenditure■ , or 9iven consent to an 

individual, or9aniaation, political party, or coaaittee to 

solicit or receive and retain contributions or -k• 
expenditure■ on hie the individual'• behalf to secure 

noaination or election to any office at any tiae, whether or 

not the office for which the individual will seek noaination 

or election ia known when the: 

fl) aolicitation la -de; 

fii) contribution ia received and retained: or 

fiii) expenditure is .. de; and 

fc) an officeholder who i ■ the aubject of a recall 

election. 

fl) fa) "Contribution• -an■: 

fl) an advance, gift, loan, conveyance, deposit, 

payaent, or distribution of aoney or anything of value to 

influence an election; 

fii) a transfer of funds between PQliticsl co-ittees; 

fill) the payaent by a peraon other than a candidate or 

political coaaittee of coapenaation for the personal 

services of another person that are rendered to a candidate 

or political COl!ll9ittee. 

fb) •contribution" does not ■ean: 

( i) services provided without compensation by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their time on 
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behalf of a candidate or political coaaittee or -als and 

lodging provided by individuala in their private residence 

for a candidate or other individual; 

(ii) the coat of any bona fide news atory, co.1entary, 

or editorial diatributed through the facilities of any 

broadcaating station, newspaper, .,.gazlne, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; 

f iii I the cost of any coaaunication . by any -i.ership 

organiaation or corporation to its ■eabers or stockholders 

or e■ployees, se !! long as aaeh the organiaation is not a 

pri-ry political coaaittee; or 

fiv) filing fees paid by the candidate. 

(fl "Election• -ana a general, regular, special, or 

pri-ry election held pursuant to the require■ents of atate 

law, regardleas of the ti■e andfer 2!. purpose. 

(5) "Election administrator• -ans the county clerk and 

recorder or the individual deaignated by a county governing 

body to be responsible for all election ad■inistration 

duties, except that with regard to school elections, the 

ter■ ■eans the school district clerk. 

(6) "Elector• -ans an individual qualified and 

registered to vote under state law. 

(7) (a) "Expenditure• aeans a purchase, payment, 

distribution, loan, advance, promise, pledge, or gift of 

■oney or anything of value ■ade for the purpose of 
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(i) services, food, or lodging provided in a manner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3); 

(ii) payments by a candidate for his~ filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses, food, clothing, lodging, or 

personal necessities for h¼-eif the candidate and h¼a the 

candidate's faaily1 

(iii) the coat of any bona fide news story, commentary,· 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; or 

liv) the cost of any coomunication by any 11e■bership 

organization or corporation to ita aeabers or stockholders 

or aaployeea, ee ~ long as aaeh the organization is not a 

priaary political co,aittee. 

18) "General election• or •regular election• means an 

election held for the election of public officers throughout 

the atate at ti-• specified by law, including election■ for 

officer■ of political subdivision■ when the ti■e of the 

election is set on the BUM! date for all ai■ilar political 

aubdiviaions in the atate. For ballot iaauea required by 

Article III, aection 6, or Article XIV, section 8, of the 

Montana constitution to be submitted by the legialature to 

the electors at a general election, •general election• aean■ 

-5- SB 318 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0318/02 

an election held at the ti- provided in 13-1-10411). For 

ballot issues reguired by Article XIV. section 9, of the 

Montana. constitution to be submitted as a constitutional 

initiative at a regular election, regular election mean■ an 

election held at the ti- provided in 13-1-104(1). 

19) "Individual" ■eans a buaan being, 

(10) "Issue• or "ballot issue• means a proposal 

submitted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection, including but not limited to initiatives, 

referenda, proposed constitutional a■endaents, recall 

questions, school levy questions, bond issue questions, or a 

ballot question. For the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, 

an issue becomes a "ballot issue• upon certification by the 

proper official that the legal procedure necessary for its 

qualification and placement upon the ballot baa been 

coapleted, ezcept that a statewide issue bec011es an "issue" 

upon approval by the secretary of state of the form of the 

petition or referral. 

(11) "Person• aeans an individual, corporation, 

association, fir■, partnership, cooperative, coaiittee, 

club, union, or other organization or group of individuals 

or a candidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section. 

(12) "Political c01111ittee• means a combination of two or 

1110re individuals or a person other than 

makes a contribution or expenditure: 
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(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a committee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

n011ination1 or 

lb) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a ca-ittee 

organized to support or oppose a ballot issue: or 

le) as an earaarked contribution. 

113) "-Political subdivision• ■eans a county. 

consolidated aunicipal-county government, municipality, 

special district, or any other unit of government, except 

school districts, having authority to hold an election for 

officers or on a ballot issue. 

114) "Priaary• or "prlaary election• ■eans an election 

held throughout the state to noainate candidates for public 

office at ti-s specified by law, including noainations of 

candidates for offices of political subdiviaions when the 

ti- for each noainations ls set on the s.- date for all 

similar subdivisions in the state. 

115) "Public office• ■eans a state, county, municipal, 

achoo!, or other diatrict office that ia filled by the 

people at an election. 

116) "Registrar• -.ns the county election adainlstrator 

and any regularly appointed deputy or aasi■tant election 

adainistrator. 

117) "Special election• aeans an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled priaary or general election held at 
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any ti- for any purpose provided by law. It .. Y be held in 

conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election. 

118). •voting .. chine or device• aeans any equii;aent used 

to record, tabulate, or in any aanner process the vote of an 

elector.• 

Section 2. Section 13-2-202, MCA, is .-nded to read: 

•13-2-202. Registration by personal appearance. An 

elector may register by appearing before the registrar or--e 

depaty-regtetrer and~ 

t¼t--enewertn9--eny--'ll'e•tione--eeloed--by--the--offtete¼ 

eoneernin9---tte■e---of---tnfor .. tien---ee¼¼ea--fer--tn--the 

re9tetretten-for■T 

t•t--et9ntn9-end-•erifytn9-er-effir■tn9-the-afftda•tt-or 

afftda•ite--on--the--fora 

registration fora.• 

coapleting and si~ the 

Section 3. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

0 13-2-203. Registration by .. 11. 11) A qualified 

individual may register by aailing, postage paid, a properly 

coapleted registration for■ to the election administrator in 

the county in which be the individual resides. 

(2) The election ad■ inietrator shall send registration 

foraa for aail regi■tretiona to all qualified individuals 

requeeting the■ and ahall, in addition, arrange for the 

forms to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The aail registration form she¼¼ must be designed as 
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prescribed by the secretary of state, A for■ prescribed by 

the secretary of state explaining voter registration 

qualifications, deadlines, and purge infor■ation aha¼¼ ■uat 

be distributed with the ..,11 registration form. 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and7-eaeept-as 

pro•ided-in-¼3-i-i¼i7--either--•erify--or--affir■--the---i¼ 

re9istration--for■--before--a-notery-pnb¼ie-or-other-offieer 

e■powered-to-ad■inister-ooths-or-eo■piete-and-si9n-the--for■ 

and-obtain-the-ai9natttre7-addre■■7-and-•oting-preeinet-of-at 

¼eaat-~one--re9iatered-•oter-in-the-eottnty-who-■ha¼¼-witness 

the-faeta-■t■ted-on !'..!tt!!!.l1 the ..,11 registration form. 

(4) The registration form must be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and ■ust be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after the date it is signed by-the 

witneaa-or-offieer-before-wh--ai9ned. 

(5) Registration forms properly executed before the 

cloae of registration ■uat be accepted for 3 days after the 

cloae of registration.• 

Section 4. section 13-4-107, IICA, is a■ended to read: 

•13-4-107. Qualificatio.,. of election judge■ • (1) 

B¼eetion--;ttd9e■--aha¼¼-be-re9istere<l-e¼eetora-of-the-e0ttnty 

and-of-the-preeinet-in-whieh-they-■er•e7-eaeept-as--pr0Yided 

in-¼3-4-i8it4tT 

tit--Ncl An election judge ■ay not be a candidate or a 
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apouser aacendent, descendant, brother, or sister of a 

candidate or a candidate"s spouse or the spouse of any of 

theae in an election precinct where the candidate's name 

appear■ on the ballot. However, this does not apply to 

candidates for precinct offices. 

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules specifying 

g_ualifications for election judges consistent with 

subsection ill•" 

Section 5. Section 13-10-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-10-405. Sulaission and verification of petition. 

Petitions ot nomination for the presidential preference 

primary election and the affidavits of circulation required 

by 13-27-302 must be presented to the election administrator 

of the county in which the signatures are gathered i!__l;_!east 

l week before the primary election filin.9 deadline 

preacribed in 13-10-201(6). A filing fee is not required. 

The election adminiatrator ■ast shall verify the signatures 

in the manner preacribed in 13-27-303 through 13-27-308 and 

■ust forward the petitions to the aecretary of atate. ~he 

pet¼tiena--■aat--be--aab■¼t~ed-to-the-eieetien-auinistreter 

be•ere-the-fiiin9-dead¼ine-eatabiished-in--i3-i8-i8¼t6tT--Ne 

fiiin9-fee-¼s-r@qttiPedT• 

Section&.· Section 13-10-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-503. Piling deadlines. Cl) A petition for 

noaination and the affidavits of circulation required by 
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13-27-302, accoapanied by the required filing fee, ahaii 

aust be filed with the ■aae officer with whoa other 

noainations for the office sought are filed. Petitions must 

be submitted, at least l week before the deadline for 

filing, to the election adllinistrator in the county where 

the signer resides for verification and certification by the 

procedures provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. In the 

event there are insufficient signatures on the petition, 

additional signatures -y be subllitted before the deadline 

for filing. 

(2) Except as provided in 13-10-504, each petition 

ahaii aust be filed before the scheduled primary election or 

the filing deadline for the special or general election if 

na ! pri-ry election is not scheduled." 

Section 7. Section 13-10-504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-l.0-504. Independent or ialnor party candidates for 

preaident or vice president •. (1) An individual who desires 

to run for president or vice president as an independent 

candidate or as a candidate of a party not qualified under 

13-10-601 must file a petition for noaination with the 

secretary of state 90 days prior to the date of the general 

election. 

(21 The petition and the affidavits of circul.ation 

required by 13-27-302 au■t firat be submitted, at leaat l 

week before the deadline for filing, to the election 
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adainiat rator in the county where the algner r-esides for 

verification and certification by the procedures provided in 

13-27-303 through 13-27-306. 

(3) The petition 11U■t have the signature■ of electors 

equal to SI or aore of the total votes cast for, the 

successful candidate for governor at the last general 

election. The naaes of the candidates for the required 

nuaber of presidential electors allowable to Montana shall 

~ be certified to the secretary of state when the 

petition for noalnation is filed. 

(4) A qualified independent presidential candidate may 

aaend the petition and designate or choose a named 

vice-presidential candidate until the filing date provided 

i _!I_ ld:,ll:-101. • 

Section 8. Section 13-10-601, MCA, ls amended to read: 

"13-10-601. Parties eligible 

petitions by ainor partiea. (1) Each 

for priaary election -­

political party that 

had a candidate for a atatewide office who received a total 

vote that was 51 or aore of the total votes cast for the 

succesaful candidate for governor in either of the last two 

general elections shall ncainate its candidates for public 

office, except for presidential electors, by a primary 

election as provided in thl■ chapter. 

(2) A political party that does not qualify to hold a 

priaary election under subsection (1) may qualify to 
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n011inate its candidates by primary election by presenting a 

petition, in a for■ prescribed by the secretary of state, 

requesting the pri■ary election and signed by a nuaber of 

registered voters equal to 5\ or 110re of the total votes 

cast for the succeaaful candidate for governor at the last 

general election, which nu■ber ■ust include the registered 

voters in ■ore than one-third of the legislative districts 

equal to 51 or ■ore of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor at the last general 

election in those districts. The petition and the affidavit■ 

of circulation required by 13-27-302 -st be presented to 

the election ad■inistrator of the county in which the 

signature■ -re gathered to be verified under the procedures 

provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. The election 

ad■inistrator shall forward the verified petition to the 

secretary of state at least 75 days before the date of the 

pri-ry. The petition ■ust be submitted to the election 

ad■inistretor at least l week before the deadline for 

submitting the verified petition to the secretary of state.• 

Section 9. Section 13-13-116, MCA, is aaended to read: 

•13-13-116. Ballots to be ataaped -- one ballot to 

elector. (1) Before delivering ballots to an elector, the 

election judges shall sta■p the words "official ballot• on 

the ballot. Ne! part of the-sta■p may not appear on the 

stub. They shall also sta■p ths na■e of the county, the 
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nuaber of the precinct, the-date-of-the--eteet¼on7 and any 

other infor■ation the election ad■inistrator believes 

necessary to distinguish the ballots fro■ those used in any 

other election. 

(2) Each elactor shall receive fr011 the election judges 

one of each type of ballot being used at the election.• 

Section 10. Section 13-25-101, MCA, is -nded to read: 

"13-25-101. -inatioa of electors - ballot. (1) Each 

political party qualified under 13-10-601 shall no■ inate 

presidential electors for this state and file certificates 

of no■ination for these candidates with the secretary of 

state in a .for■ prescribed by the secretary of state no 

later than 75 days before the general election, in the 

■anner and nuaber provided by law. 

(21 The secretary of state shall certify to the 

election ad■inistrator the na■es of the candidates for 

president and vice president of the several political 

parties, which ehatt !!!ll be printed on the ballot. 

(3) The na■es of candidates for electors of president 

and vice president """Y not be printed upon the ballot.• 

Section 11. Section 13-27-401, MCA, is a■ended to read: 

"13-27-401. Voter info.-tion pa■pblet. (1) The 

secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter 

infor■ation pa■phlet containing the following information 

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as 
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applicable: 

(a) ballot title, fiscal state-nt if applicable, and 

coaplete text of the issue; 

(b) the for■ in which the issue will appear on the 

ballot: 

le) argu■ent■ advocating approval and rejection of the 

issue; and 

Id) rebuttal arguaents. 

12) The pa■phlet aha¼¼ !!!!!..!;. also contain a notice 

advising the recipient where additional copies of the 

pamphlet -y be obtained. 

(3) Nhenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted 

on at a single election, the secretary of state ■ay publish 

a single pa■phlet for all of the ballot issues. The 

secretary of state ■ay arrange the information in the order 

which see■s ■oat appropriat■, but the infor■ation for all 

issues in the pa■phlat aha¼¼ must be presented in the same 

order. 

(4l The secretary of state ■ay prescribe by rule the 

forut and ■anner of sub■ission of the arquaents concerninq 

the ballot ia■ue.• 

Sec;tion 12. S■ction 13-27-410, IICA, i■ ■-nded to read: 

•13-27-410. PriotiDQ an4 di■tributioo of voter 

inforutioo pa■plalet. (1) The ■ecretary of state shall 

arrange with the dapart-nt of ad■inistration by requisition 
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for the printing and delivery of a voter infor■ation 

pa■phlet for all ballot issues to be subaitted to the people 

.at least 90 day■ before the election at which they will be 

sub■itted. The requi■ition she¼¼ ■uat include a delivery 

list providing for shipaent of the required nuaber of 

pa■phlet■ to each county and to the ■ecretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state shall esti-■ te the nu■ber of 

copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in each 

county, except that two or aore voter■ with the sa■e ■ailing 

addres■ and the s■- last na■e -■y be counted as one voter. 

The secretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of 

the pa■phlet■ in determining the nu■ber of voter pamphlets 

to be ordered in the requisition. 

(3) The depart■ent of ad■inistration shall call for 

bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing 

and delivery of th■ voter infor■ation pamphlet. The contract 

she¼¼ !!!!!1. require co■pletion of printing and shipment, as 

Specified on the delivery list, of the voter infor■ation 

pa■phlets by not later than 30 days before the election at 

which the ballot i ■■ue■ will be voted on by the people. 

(41 The county official responsible for voter 

regi ■tration in each county shall -■ il one copy of the voter 

infor-■ tion pa■phlet to each registered voter in the county, 

except that two or aore voter■ with the sa■e mailing address 

and the s- last nue ■ay be counted as one voter. The 
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-iling aha¼¼ auat take place no later than 2 weeks after 

the-paapt,¼eta-are--reee¼•ecl--fr---the--~¼nter before_ the 

election. 

(5) Ten copies of the voter infor-tion paaphlet aha¼¼ 

auat be available at each precinct for use by any voter 

wishing to read the explanatory infor-tion and coaplete 

text before voting on the ballot issues.• 

MEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 13-2-102, 

9 MCA, is repealed. 

10 NEW SEC'l'IOII. SECTION 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. (THIS ACT] IS 

11 EFFBCTIVE JOLY lL 1993. 

-End-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 19, 1993 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on State Administration report 

that Senate Bill 318 (third reading copy -- blue) be concurred 

in as amended . 

· Signed: ----'"'4~R~~-~-~,L~~~ub;~IA:..c,-
. Dick Simpiclns, Chair 

And, that such amendments read: Carried by: Rep. Toole 

1. Title, line 8. 
Strike: "PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELECTION JUDGES;" 

2. Title, line 15. 
Strike: "13-4-107," 

3. Page 1, line 22 through page 2, line 5. 
Strike: "13-4-107" on page 1, line 22 through "because" on page 

2, line 5 

4. Page 9, line 11. 
Following: "&fl" 
Insert: ", except as provided in 13-2-212, either verify or 

affirm the mail registration form before a notary public or 
other officer empowered to administer oaths or complete and 
sign the form and obtain the signature, address, and voting 
precinct of at least one registered voter in the county who 
shall witness the facts stated on the form and shall" 

5. Page 9, line 16. 
Following: "signeel" 
Insert: "by the witness or officer before whom signed" 

6. Page 9, line 20 through page 10, 
Strike: Section 4 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

Comm~y-ee Vote: 
Yes 1 , No L-

line 8, 

HOUSE 
5-f3 JI f 

622137SC.Hss 



HOUSE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 
Senate.Bill 318 

Representative S. Rice 

March 26, 1993 12:21 pm 
Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Chairman: I move to amend Senate Bill 318 (House State 
Administration Committee amendments, dated March 19, 1993, to the 
third reading copy -- blue). 

Signed: __ ~;,:::::;....,,;..x~"-"'OM!'--~-':--i...---=--.,,,....,­
Representative S. Rice 

Amend House Committee on State Administration amendments dated· 
March 19, 1993 as follows: 

1. Amendment number 4. 
Strike: in its entirety 

2. Amendment number 5. 
Strike: in its entirety 

c;;p-~ 
REJECT 

-END-

SB 3Ji 
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SENATE BILL NO, 318 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE 

LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF 

"REGULAR ELECTION"; REVISING REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS; 

PR8VfB½N6-1'0R-eeAb¼PfE!A~i8NS-6P-BbBe~fllli--~BB6BS, REQUIRING 

THAT AFFIDAVITS OF CIRCULATION ACCOMPANY PETITIONS FOR 

NOMINATION OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES; PROVIDING FOR 

AMENDMENT OF NOMINATING PETITIONS; REVISING THE STAMPING OF 

BALLOTS; AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PRESCRIBE THE 

FORK OF THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

MAILING 

13-2-202, 

OF THE PAMPHLET; AIIEIIDING SECTIONS 13-1-101, 

13-2-203, H-4-H'h 13-10-405, 13-10-503, 

13-10-504, 13-10-601, 13-13-116, 13-25-101, 13-27-401, AND 

13-27-410, MCA; AN9 REPEALING SECTION 13-2-102, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE," 

STATEHENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

¼3-4-¼8~-9rants-the-aeeretar1-of-state-ra¼e■aRin9--aathority 

to--preseribe--the--qaa¼ifieations--for-e¼eetion-;adgea.-~he 

seeretar1-of-atate-aha¼¼-9enera¼¼y-fo¼¼ow--the--reqaire■enta 

for--e¼eetion--;adges--ander-the-preaent-statatea-bat-ad;aat 

~ ......... ,__ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

e 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0318/04 

thoae-require■enta-to-aee........tate-the-¥oath-Voting--Aet--and 

to---per■it---■-tare--peraona--ander--¼B--1eara--of--age--to 

partieipate-aa-e¼eetion-;ad9ea-aa-¼on9-aa-the1-are-not-ehief 

e¼eetion-;adgea. 

A-atate■ent-of-intent-ia-a¼ao-reqaired-beeaaae 13-27-401 

authorizes the secretary of state to prescribe the format 

for the voter information pamphlet. These rules must permit 

the orderly, efficient presentation of the arguments that 

will help in reducing the costs of preparation of the voter 

information pamphlet. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. ·section 13-1-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless 

the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(l) "Anything of value• means any goods that have a 

certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is 

ordinarily not given away free but is purchased. 

(2) •candidate• ■eans: 

(a) an individual who has filed a declaration or 

petition for nomination, acceptance of nomination or 

appointment as a candidate for public office as required by 

law; 

(b) for the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, an 

-2- SB 318 
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individual who has solicited or received and retained 

contributions, made expenditures, or given consent to an 

individual, organization, political party, or committee to 

solicit or receive and retain contributions or make 

expenditures on his the individual's behalf to secure 

nomination or election to any office at any time, whether or 

not the office for which the individual will seek nomination 

or election is known when the: 

(ii solicitation is aade; 

(ii) contribution is received and retained; or 

(iii) expenditure is aade; and 

(c) an officeholder who is the subject of a recall 

election. 

(3) (a) •contribution• means: 

(ii an advance, gift, loan, conveyance, deposit, 

payment, or distribution of aoney or anything of value to 

influence an election; 

(ii) a transfer of funds between political committees; 

(iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or 

political committee of coapensation for the personal 

services of another person that are rendered to a candidate 

or political camaittee. 

(b) "Contribution• does not -an: 

(ii services provided without compensation by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their time on 
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behalf of a candidate or political conunittee or meals and 

lodging provided by individuals in their private residence 

for a candidate or other individual; 

(ii) the cost of any bona fide news story, cOJIIIDentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or othe~ 

periodical publication of general circulation; 

(iii) the coat of any communication by any membership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

or employees, se !!_ long as ■ tteh the organization is not a 

primary political committee; or 

(iv) filing fees paid by the candidate. 

(4) •Election• aeans a general, regular, special, or 

primary election held pursuant to the requirements of state 

law, regardless of the time and/or~ purpose. 

(51 "Election administrator• means the county clerk and 

recorder or the individual designated by a county governing 

body to be responsible for all election administration 

duties, except that with regard to school elections, the 

term means the echool district clerk. 

(6) "Elector• means an individual qualified and 

registered to vote under state law. 

(7) (a) •~penditure• means a purchase, payment, 

distribution, loan, advance, promise, pledge, or gift of 

money or anything of value made for the purpose of 
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(i) services, food, or lodging provided in a manner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3).; 

(ii) payments by a candidate for his~ filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses, food, clothing, lodging, or 

personal necessities for h¼mse¼! the candidate and his the 

candidate's family; 

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; or 

(iv) the cost of any co-unication by any membership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

or employees, seas long as each the organization is not a 

primary political c0111111ittee. 

CB) •General election• or •regular election• means an 

election held for the election of public officers throughout 

the state at times specified by law, including elections for 

officers of political subdivisions when the time of the 

election is set on the same date for all similar political 

subdivisions in the state4 For ballot issues required by 

Article III, section 6, or Article XIV, section e, of the 

Montana constitution to be submitted by the legislature to 

the electors at a general election, •general election" means 
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an election held at the tiae provided in 13-1-104(1). Por 

ballot issues required by Article XIV, section 9, of the 

Montana constitution to be submitted as a constitutional 

initiative at a regular election, regular election means an 

election held at the tiae provided in 13-1-104(1). 

(9) "Individual" means a human being. 

(10) • Issue• or "ballot issue" means a proposal 

submitted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection, including but not limited to initiatives, 

referenda, proposed constitutional amendments, recall 

questions, school levy questions, bond issue questions, or a 

ballot question. Por the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37, 

an issue becoaes a •ballot issue• upon certification by the 

proper official that the legal procedure necessary for its 

qualification and placement upon the ballot has been 

completed, except that a statewide issue becomes an "issue• 

upon approval by the secretary of state of the form of the 

petition or referral. 

( 11) "Person• 

association, firm, 

means an 

partnership, 

individual, corporation, 

cooperative, committee, 

club, union, or other organization or group of individuals 

or a candidate as defined.in subsection (2) of this section. 

(12) "Political committee• means a combination of two or 

more individuals or a person other than an individual who 

makes a contribution or expenditure: 
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(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a committee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

nomination; or 

(bl to support or oppose a ballot issue or a committee 

organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or 

(C) as an earmarked contribution. 

(13) •Political subdivision" means a county, 

consolidated municipal-county government, municipality, 

special district. or any other unit of government, except 

school districts, having authority to hold an election for 

officers or on a balllot issue. 

(14) "Primary• or •primary election" means an election 

held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public 

office at tiaes specified by law, including nominations of 

candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the 

time for stteh nominations is set on the same date for all 

aiailar subdivisions in the state. 

(1S) "Public office• means a state, county, municipal, 

school, or other district office that is filled by the 

people at an election. 

(16) •Registrar• -ans the county election adainistrator 

and any regularly appointed deputy or assistant election 

administrator. 

(17) •special election• -ans an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at 
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any time for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in 

conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election. 

(18) •voting machine or device• means any equipment used 

to record, tabulate, or in any manner process the vote of an 

elector.• 

Section 2. Section 13-2-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-2-202. Registration by personal appearance. An 

elector may register by appearing before the registrar or--a 

depttty-reg¼strar and~ 

t¼t--answer¼ng--any--gttest¼nns--asked--by--tne--nrr¼e¼a¼ 

eoneera¼ng---i~ema---ef---¼n£oraation---ea¼½ed--f..or--¼n--~he 

re9¼atrat¼on-£er•; 

tit--s¼9n¼ng-and-Ytt¼ry¼n9-nr-arr¼rm¼n9-tbe-erf¼daY¼t-nr 

aff¼da•¼ts--on--tbe--fnra 

re~istration fora.• 

completing and signing the 

Section 3. Section 13-2-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-2-203. Registration by -il. (1) A qualified 

individual may register by mailing, postage paid, a properly 

coapleted registration for• to the election administrator in 

the county in which be the individual resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registration 

foraa for mail registrations to all qualified individuals 

requesting thea and shall, in addition, arrange for the 

foru to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mall registration form sba¼¼ must be designed as 
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prescribed by the secretary of state. A for■ prescribed by 

the secretary of state explaining voter registration 

qualifications, deadlines, and purge information aha¼¼ 

be distributed with the mail registration form. 

must 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and7-exeept-as 

pre¥ided-ift-¼3-i-i¼i7--either--veriry--er--aErirm--the--mai± 

reg¼s~ra~ion--torm--before--a-noeary-pt:tb¼ie-or-other-off¼eer 

empewered-te-adllliftister-eaths-er-eempiete-aftd-sigft-the--Eerm 

and-obtain-the-eigftatttre7-address7-and-yetin9-pree¼net-of-at 

¼east--one--registerff-•oter-¼n-the-ee~ftty-vhe-eha¼¼-•itness 

the-raets-stated-on7-BlleBP'1'-AS-PR9Yt888-tN-i3-i-i±i7--et~IIBR 

YBRfP¥--8R-APPfRM-'fHB-MAl&-RB8fS~RA~f8N-P0RM-BBP8RB-A-118'1'AR¥ 

P8B&te--EHI-MIIBR-9PPteBR-BMP811BRl!B--'l'8--ABMINIS~BR---eA'fH8---EHI 

E!8MP&MB--ANB--Sf6N--'fHB--P8RM--ANB--6MAfN--'fHB--SfllNA~8RB7 

ABBl!B887--ANB--Y8'PIN8--PRBE!flle'!--6P--A~-&BAS~-611B-RB6f8~BRl!B 

Y9'PBR-fN-'fHB-eeeN'l.'¥-1186-SBAI,&-WlffBSS-~BB--PAe~s--s~A~BB--0N 

~BB-P8RM-ANB-91L\1,& ~ the mail registration form. 

( 4) The registration form must be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day of the close of 

registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after the date it is signed by--the 

witness--er--erfieer--beEere--whe■--sigfted B¥-~HB-Wt~NBSS-0R 

0PPteBR-BSP0RB-Wll0N-Sf8NBB. 

(5) Registration forms properly executed before the 

close of registration must be accepted for 3 days after the 
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close of re_g_istration.• 

Seetion 4.: Seei:¼--¼il-t-i6i7-Mell7-¼S-a■eftded-to-read~-­

•13-4-¼ei.--e,,,a¼ifieatiens--eE--eieetion---;adges.---t¼t 

B¼eetieft--jadgee--sllai¼-be-registered-eieetors-of-the-eoanty 

and-er-the-preeinet-in-whieh-they-serwe7-e•eept-as--provided 

in-l3-t-¼8it4t. 

tit--No !!! e¼eetioft--;a~e-may net be-a-candidate-or-• 

spease7-aseendent7--deseendant7--brother7--er--eister--eE--a 

eandidate--er--a--eandidateLs-spease-or-the-apease-ef-afty-eE 

~heee-in-an-e¼ee~¼en-pree¼net--where--~he--eand¼da~e~s--naae 

appears--en--the--ba¼¼BtT--Bewewer7--this--dees-not-appiy-te 

eandidates-Eor-preeinet-efEieesT 

tit--fl>e-aaeretary-ef-state-shaii-ado~-raies-speeifyin9 

gaaiifieatiens---Eer---eieetien---jad9es---eonsistent---vith 

sabeeetien-fil.• 

Section 4. Section 13-10-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-405. SUbaission and verification of petition. 

Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference 

primary election and the affidavits of circulation required 

by 13-27-302 must be presented to the election administrator 

of the county in vhich the signatures are gathered at l~ast 

l week before_ the primary election filin.9 deacUine 

prescribed in 13-10-201(6). A filing fee is not required. 

The election administrator mast shall verify the signatures 

in the manner prescribed in 13-27-303 through 13-27-308 and 
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must forward the petitions to the secretary of state. ~he 

petitions---•t--loe--eel>aitted-to-the-eleetion-edminietretor 

beEore-the-filing-deedline-esteb¼ished-¼n--la-1e-i8¼t6tv--Ne 

fi¼ing-fee-ie-r..:aeiredv" 

Section 5. Section 13-10-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"ll-l0-~03. Piling deadlines. (1) A petition for 

nomination and the affidavits of 

13-27-302, accOlllpilnied by the 

must be filed with the saae 

circulation required by 

required filing fee, shell 

officer with whom other 

nominations for the office sought are filed. Petitions must 

be submitted, at least 1 week before the deadline for 

filing, to the election administrator in the county where 

the signer resides for verification and certification by the 

procedures provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. In the 

event there are insufficient signatures on the petition, 

additional signatures may be submitted before the deadline 

for filing. 

(2) Except as provided in 13-10-504, each petition 

■ha¼¼ must be filed before the scheduled primary election or 

the filing deadline for the special or general election if 

no~ pri-ry election is not scheduled.• 

Section 6. Section 13-10-504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-504. Indepel>dent or minor party candidates for 

preeident or vice president. (1) An individual who desires 

to run for preaident or vice president as an independent 
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candidate or as a candidate of a party not qualified under 

13-10-601 must file a petition for nomination with the 

secretary of state 90 days prior to the date of the general 

election. 

(2) The petition and the affidavits of circulation 

required by 13-27-302 must first be submitted, at least 1 

week before the deadline for filing, to the election 

administrator in the county where the signer resides for 

verification and certification by the procedures provided in 

13-27-303 through 13-27-306. 

(3) The petition must have the signatures of electors 

equal to 5\ or more of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor at the last general 

election. The names of the candidates for the required 

number of presidential electors allowable to Montana aha¼¼ 

must be certified to the secretary of state when the 

petition for nomination is filed. 

(4) A qualified independent presidential candidate may 

amend the petition and designate or choose a named 

vice-presidential candidate until the filing date provided 

in 13-25-101.• 

Section 7. Section 13-10-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-10-601. Parties eligible for priaary election -

petitions by minor parties. (1) Each political party that 

had a candidate for a statewide office who received a total 

-12- SB 318 
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vote that was 51 or 1110re of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor in either of the last two 

general elections shall nominate its candidates for public 

office, except for presidential electors, by a primary 

election as provided in this chapter. 

(2) A political party that does not qualify to hold a 

primary election under subsection (1) may qualify to 

nominate its candidates by primary election by presenting a 

petition, in a form prescribed by the secretary of state, 

requesting the primary election and signed by a number of 

registered voters equal to 51 or more of the total votes 

cast for the successful candidate for governor at the last 

general election, which nuaber must include the registered 

voters in BOre than one-third of the legislative districts 

equal to 51 or 1110re of the total votes cast for the 

successful candidate for governor at the last general 

election in those districts. The petition and the affidavits 

of circulation required by 13-27-302 must be presented to 

the election administrator of the county in which the 

signatures were gathered to be verified under the procedures 

provided in 13-27-303 through 13-27-306. The election 

administrator shall forward the verified petition to the 

secretary of.state at least 75 days before the date of the 

primary. The petition must be submitted to the election 

administrator at least l week before the deadline for 
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submitting the verified petition to the secretary of state.• 

Section 8. Section 13-13-116, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-13-116. Ballota to be staaped one ballot to 

elector. (1) Before delivering ballots to an elector, the 

election judges shall stamp the words •official ballot• on 

the ballot. No! part of the staap may not appear on the 

stub. They shall also staap the naae of the county, the 

number of the precinct, the-date-of-the--e¼eetion7 and any 

other information the election adainistrator believes 

necessary to distinguish the ballots from those used in any 

other election. 

(2) Each elector shall receive fr0111 the election judges 

one of each type of ballot being used at the election.• 

Section 9. Section 13-25-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-25-101. lloaination of electors -- ballot. (lJ Each 

political party qualified under 13-10-601 shall nOJ11inate 

presidential electors for this state and file certificates 

of nomination for these candidates with the secretary of 

state in a form prescribed by the secretary of state no 

later than 75 days before the general election, in the 

manner and number provided by law. 

(2) The secretary of state shall certify to the 

election administrator the names of the candidates for 

president and vice president of the several political 

parties, which shsii must be printed on the ballot. 
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(3) The names of candidates for electors of president 

and vice president aay not be printed upon the ballot.• 

Section 10. Section 13-27-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-401. Voter information paapblet. ( l) The 

secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter 

information pamphlet containing the following information 

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as 

applicable: 

(a) ballot title, fiscal stateaent if applicable, and 

complete text of the issue; 

(b) the form in which the issue will appear on the 

ballot; 

(c) argwaents advocating approval and rejection of the 

issue; and 

(d) rebuttal arguaents. 

(2) The paaphlet ella¼¼ must also contain a notice 

advising the recipient where additional copies of the 

pamphlet may be obtained. 

(3) Whenever 110re than one ballot issue is to be voted 

on at a single election, the secretary of state may publish 

a single paaphlet for all of the ballot issues. The 

aecretary of atate aay arrange the information in the order 

which seeas -t appropriate, but the information for all 

isauea in the pamphlet she¼¼ must be presented in the same 

order. 
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(41 The secretary of state aay prescribe by rule the 

format and manner of submission of the arguments concerning 

the ballot issue.• 

Section 11. Section 13-27-410, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter 

inforaation paapblet. (l) ·The secretary of state shall 

arrange with the department of administration by requisition 

for the printing and delivery of a voter information 

paaphlet for all ballot issues to be subaitted to the people 

at least 90 days before the election at which they will be 

submitted. The requisition slla¼¼ must include a delivery 

list providing for shipment of the required number of 

pamphlets to each county and to the secretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number of 

copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in each 

county, except that two or 110re voters with the same mailing 

address and the same last name may be counted as one voter. 

The secretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of 

the pamphlets in determining the number of voter pamphlets 

to be ordered in the requisition. 

(3) The department of administration shall call for 

bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing 

and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract 

alla¼¼ ■ust require completion of printing and shipment, as 

specified on the delivery list, of the voter information 
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l pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at 

2 

3 

which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people. 

( 4) The county official responsible for voter 

4 registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter 

S information pamphlet to each registered voter in the county, 

6 except that two or more voters with the same mailing address 

7 and the same last name may be counted as one voter. The 

8 mailing aha¼¼ ~ take place no later than 2 weeks a£~er 

9 the-peapll¼ets-are--reee¼•ed--f•---the--printer before the 

10 election. 

11 (5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet aha¼¼ 

12 aust be available at each precinct for use by any voter 

13 wishing to read the explanatory information and complete 

14 text before voting on the ballot issues.• 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 12. Repealer. Section 13-2-102, 

16 MCA, is repealed. 

17 

18 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 13. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT l IS 

EFFECTIVE JOLY lt....!.22_3. 

-End-
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