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St s . 306
INTRODUCED BY ﬁ,//ﬁ,[

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING STAGGERED
TERMS FOR SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR
FILLING A TRUSTEE VACANCY: AND AMENDING SECTION 20-3-302,

MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-3-302, MCA, is amended to read:

=20-3-~302. Legislative intent to elect 1less than
majority of trustees. ({1} It is the intention of the
legislature that the terms of a majority of the trustee
positions of any distriect with elected trustees may not
regularly expire and be subject to election on the same
regular school election day. Thereforey--in In elementary
districts, there may not be more than three trustee
positions in first-class districts, two trustee positions in
second-class districts or third-class districts having five
trustee positions, or one trustee position in third-class
districts having three trustee positions regularly subject
to election at the same time. In high schocol districts there
may not be more than twe additjional trustee positions in
first- or second-class districts or more than one in

third-class districts reqularly subject to election at the
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same time. In high school districts operating a county high
school, there may not be more than two trustee positions to
be filled by members residing in the elementary district
where the county high school building is located or more
than one trustee position to be filled by members residing
outside of the elementary district where the county high
8chool building is located subject to election at the same
time.

(2) White-it-is—the-intention-of-the--tegistature--that
the-—terna—oi—a—najority-ei—trusbees-of—any-dist:iet—nay—net
reguiariy-expire-and-be-subject—-to——etection-—ac——the—-same
eimey———it---is---recognized---that--the In_the following
circumstancesy relating to the-termas-of--trustees--appointed
t® newly created trustee positions, eor-to-positiens-vacated
by—decthr—reaignatieny-er—eperntionuoé-tawv—nay--}ead-—eo——c
aubseqnent-’schoei-—eiection——in-whieh-a-najoréty-ef-trustee
positions-are-subject-to--etection--at--the—-same--time the
initial terms may be shortened to comply with the intent of
subsection {1}:

{a) the creation of a new elementary district under the

provisions of 20-6-217;
{b) the consoclidation of two or more elementary
districts to form an elementary district under the

provisicns of 20-6-203 or the consclidation of two or more

high school districts to form a high school district under

-2 SE 306
INTRODUCED BILL
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the provisions of 20-6-315;

(c) the establishment of additional trustee positions
of a high school district under the provisions of 20-3-353
or 20-3-354 or new trustee positions under the provisions of
20-3-352(3);

{d) the change of a district’'s classification under the
provisions of 20-6-201 and or 20-6-301;

tey——the-fitting-of-a-trustee-position-that-—has--become
vacant--under—--the—-provisions—-of--28-3-368--er--any--other
proviston-of-iaw;

té¥(e) the establishment of additional eleméntary
trustee positions under the provisions of 20-3-341(3); or

tg4if) any-other-eireumstance--ariaing--under--the--iaw
wherein ea-truscee—poaition-is-filled-by-appoinement-subject
to——eitection-—at-—the——next--reguiar--schooi--etection the

establishment of additional high school trustee positions

under the provisions of 20-6-313.

{3) If the change of a district's classification under

20-6-201 or 20—-6-301 decreases the number of trustee

positions, the positions must be eliminated in a manner that

complies with the intent of subsection (1}.

{4) Although the legislature intends that the terms of

a_ majority of trustees of any district may not _reqularly

expire anéd be subject to election at the same time, it is

recognized that filling a vacancy under 20-3-3DB may lead to
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a_ subseqguent school election in which a majority of trustee

positiong are subject to election at the same time."

Section 2. Section 20-6-201, MCA, is amended to read:

“20-6-201. Elementary district classification. (1) Each
elementary district phall have a classification of:

{a} first class, if it has a population of 6,500 or
more;

(b) second c¢lass, if it has a population of 1,000 or
more but less than 6,500; ar

{c} third class, if it has a population of 1less than
1,000.

{2) The population of an elementary district shali must
be determined by the county superintendent on the basis of
the best available population information for the district.

(3} The county superintendent shall establish the
classification of each elementary district in the county on
the basis of the population determined for the district and
the district classification criteria prescribed in this
section., Whenever the population of an elementary district
increases or decreases requiring an adjustment of the
district classification according to the criteria prescribed
in this sgection, the county superintendent shall declare
auch the district’'s classification to be changed in
accordance with the determined population, except that the

classification of an elementary district shaii may not be

-~
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changed more than once every 5 years.

{4) whenever the county superintendent changes an
elementary district's classification with the result that a
larger number of trustees is required on the elementary
board of trustees, the increased number of trustee positions
shatt must be filled in the manner provided for #£tiling
trustee——vacanciens in  20-3-302. Such—-positions—-shaii-be
subject-to-eiection-on-the-next-reqular-schooi-etection-day=
Ff--the--county-—-superintendent——--changes—-——an---eiementary
distrietin——ciasnification——with--the--resute——that-a-iesser
number-of-trustees—-ia-requiredy-the-next-ciemencary-—trustee
positions——-that——beceme-vacant-under-any-eircumstances-shatl
not--be-—filted--untii--the--number--of--eitementary-—truatee
positions—has-been-reduced-to-the-nunber-required-by-taw:"

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

: &mn_ B wo. _0ke
INTRODUCED BY _Jﬂéndyf

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING STAGGERED
TERMS FOR SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR
FILLING A TRUSTEE VACANCY; AND AMENDING SECTION 20-3-302,

MCA.*"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-3-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-3-302. Legislative intent to elect less than
majority of trustees. {l) It is the intention of the
legislature that the terms of a majority of the trustee
positions of any diatrict with elected trustees may not
regqularly expire and be subject to election on the same
regular school election day. %Yhereforer--in In elementary
districts, there may not be more than three trustee
positions in first-class districts, two trustee positions in
second—-class districts or third-class districts having five
trustee positions, or one trustee position in third-class
districts having three trustee positions regularly subject
to election at the same time. In high school districts there
may not be wmore than two additional trustee positions in
firast- or second-class districts or more than one in

third-class districts regularly subject to election at the
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same time. In high schocl districts operating a county high
achool, there may not be more than two trustee positions to
be filled by members residing in the elementary district
where the county high school building is located or more
than one trustee position to be filled by members residing
outside of the elementary district where the county high
school building is located subject to election at the same
time.

{2) While-te-is—the-intention-of-the--ieginiature-—-that
the--teras-of -a-majority-of-trustees-of-any-district-may-not
reguiariy-expire-and-be-subjeet--to—-eltection-—-at—-the--same
timey—--it---is---recognized---that--the In the Ffollowing
circumstancesy relating to the-terms-of--trustees--appointed
t® newly created trustee pooitioﬁuL or-to-pesitions-vacated
by-deathy-resignationy-or-operation—-of-lawy-may——iead--to--a
subsequent--schooi--election--in-which-a-madority-of—truatee
positions-are-subject-to--erection--at—-the——pame—-time the
initial terms may be shortened to comply with the intent of
subsection (1):

{a) the creation of a new elementary district under the

provisions of 20-6-217;
(b) the consolidation of two or more elementary
districts tor form an elementary district under the

provisions of 20-6-203 or the consolidation of two o©or more

high school districts to form a high school district under
. 5B %06

SECOND READING
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the provisions of 20-6-315;

(c) the establishment of additional trustee pasitions
of a high school district under the provisions of 20-3-353
or 20-3-354 or new trustee positions under the provisions of
20-3-352(3);

(d) the change of a district's clasgification under the
provisions of 20~6-201 and or 20-6-301;

tey——-the-£itiing-of-a-trustee-position-that--han--become
vacant——under--the--provisions--of--20-3-388--or--any--other
provision-of-taws

t£y{e) the eatablishment of additional elementary
trystee positions under the provisions of 20-3-341(3}: or

t9}{f) any-other-ecircumstence--arising--under--the--iaw
wherein a-trustee-position-in-filled-by-appointment-subject
to-—eiection--at——the--next--reguiar--school--eiection the

eatablishment of additional high school trustee positions

under the provisions of 20-6-313.

{3y TIf the change of a district's classification under

20-6-201 or 20-6-301 decreases the number of trustee

positions, the positions must be eliminated in a manner that

complies with the intent of subsection (1).

(4) Although the legislature intends that the terms of

a majority of trustees of any district say not regularly

expire and be subject tc election at the same time, it is

recognized that filling a vacancy under 20-3-308 may lead to

-3~

0 O®» N s

10
11
12
13
14
i5
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LC 0761/01

4 subsequent school election in which a majority of trustee

positions are subject to election at the zame time.*

Section 2. section 20-6-201, MCA, is amended to read:

®20-6-201. Elementary district classification. (1) Each
elementary district shall have a classification of:

(a) first class, if it has a population of 6,500 or
more;

(b) sBecond class, if it has a populatien of 1,000 or
more but lesa than 6,500; cor

(c) third claes, if it has a population of less than
1,000.

{2) The population of an elementary district shaii must
be determined by the county superintendent on the basis of
the best available population information for the district.

{3) The county superintendent shall establish the
clagsification of each elementary district in the county on
the basis of the population determined for the district and
the district classification criteria prescribed in this
section. Whenever the population of an elementary district
increases o©or decreases requiring an adjustment of the
district classification according to the criteria prescribed
in this section, the county superintendent shall declare
such the district's classification to be changed in
accordance with the determined population, except that the

classification of an elementary district shai* may not be

-4-
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changed more than once every 5 years.

(4) Whenever the county superintendent changes an
elementary district's clasaification with the result that a
larger number of trustees is required on the elementary
board of trustees, the increased number of trustee positiomns
shail must be Filled in the manner provided for £illing
teustee--vacancies in  20-3-302. Such--positions--shaii-be
subject-to-election-on-the-next-reguiar-schooi-etection-days
$f--the—~eocunty---superintendent---changes---an---eiementary
districtis--ctassification--with--the--result--that-a-tesser
nunber-af-trusbees-is-regquiredy-the-next-eiementary--trustee
pesitiona--that--become-vacant-under-any-circumstances-shaii
not—-—-be--£4{ited--untii-—the--number--of--elementary—-truatee
pesitions-has-been-reduced-to-the-nunber-required-by-taw:"

-End-
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A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING STAGGERED

TERNS POR SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR
FILLING A TRUSTEE VACANCY; AND ANENDING SECTION 20-31-302,
WCA." '

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOWTAMA:
Section 1. Section 20-3-302, MCA. is amended to read:
"20-3-302. Legislative intent to elect less thanm

majority of trustees. (1) It is the intention of the

legislature that the terms of a majority of the trustee
poaitions.  of any district with elected trustees may not
regularly expire and be subject to election on the same
regular school alection day. Thersforer—-in In elementary
districts, there may not be more than three trustee
positions in first-class districts, two trustee positions in
sacond-class districts or third-class districts having Eive
trustes positions, or one trustee position in third-clasa
districts having three trustee positions regularly subject
to election at the same time. In high school districts thers
may not be wore than two additional trustee positions in
first- or second-class districts or more than one in

third-class districts regularly subject to election at the

) S—
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same time. In high school districts operating a couaty high
school, there may sot be more than two trustee positions to
be filled by asabers residing in the elemsntary district
where the county high school building is located or more
than one trustee position to be filled by members residing
outside of the elementary district whers the county high
school building is located subject to election at the same

S time.

(2) While-it-in-the-intention-of-the—-legislature-—that
the--terng-of-a-andority-of-trusteens-of-any-district-say-not
reguiariy-expire-snd-be-subject--to——election—st-—the——sane
timey—-it-———fto---recognised-——that—the In_ the following
clircumstancesy relating to the-terms—ef--trustess—-appointed
o newly created trustee positions; er-to-pesitions-vacated
by-deathr-reatgnationy-or-operation-of-tavr-aay—-ised-—to——a
subsequent--achooi--election——in—which-a—majority—of-trustee
positions—are—subiect-te--election-~at-—the--same--time the
initial terms may be shortemed to comply with the intent of
subsection (1):

{a) the creations of a new elementary district under the

provigions of 20-6-217;

{(b) ths consolidation of two or wmore elementary
districts to form an elementary district under the
provisions of 20-6-203 or the consolidation of two or wmore

high school districts to form a high school district under

-2- 85 306
THIRD READING
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the provisions of 20-§-315;

{c) the establishment of additional trustee positions
of a high school district under the provisions of 20-3-353
or 20-3-354 or new trustee positions under the provisions of
20-3-352(3): )

{d) the change of a district’s classitication under the
provisions of 20-6-201 arnd or 20-6-301;

tey——the-£itiing-of-a-trustee-position-that--has--become
vacant-—-under——the--provisions--of——20-3-308-—or-—any——-other
proviston-of-lawr

tE(e) the eatablishment of additional elementary
trustee positions under the provisions of 20-3-341(3); or

te¥{f) eany-other-circumstance--arising--under--the--iaw
wherein a-trustee-position-is-filled-by-appeintment-subject
to--slection--at—-the--next--reguiar—-scheei--eiection the
establishment of additional high school trustee positions

under the provigiona of 20-6-313.
{3) If the change of a district's classitication under
20-6-201 or 20-6-301 Adecreases the number of trustee

positions, the positions must be eliminated in a manner that
complies with the inteat of subsection [1).

{4) Although the legislature intends that the terms of
a_ majority of trustees of any district may not regularly
expire and be subject to election at the same time, it is
recognised that £illing & vacancy under 20-3-308 may lead to

-3-
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4__subsegquent school slection in which a sajority of tru-t;ec
positions are subject to slection at the same time."
Section 2. Bection 20-6-201. NCA, is amended to read:

"20-6-201. Elementary district classification. (1) Each
elementary district shall have a classification of:

{a) first class, If it has a population of 6.500 or
more; ' ‘

(b} decond class, if it has a pop\;»latlon of 1,000 or
sore but less than §,500; or

() third class, if it has a population of less than
1,000.

(2} The population of an elementary district shai} must
be determined by the county superintendent on the basis of
the best available population information for the district.

{3} The county superintendent shall establish the
classification of each elementary district in the county on
the basis of the population determined for the diastrict and |
the district classification criteria prescribed in this
section. Whenever the population of an elementary district
increases or decresses requiring an adjustment of the
district classification according to the criteria prescribed
in this section, the county superintendent shall Qdeclare
such the district's classification to be changed in
accordance with the determined population, except that the

classification of an elementary district shaii may not be

-4
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changed more than once every 5 years.

{4) Whenaver the county superintendent changes an
elementary district's classification with the result that a
larger numbsr of trustees is required on the elementary
board of trustees, the increased number of trustee positions
shail must be filled in the wanner provided for €£iiling
trustee--vacancies in 20-31-302. Ouch--poaitions--shaii-be
subject-to—eiection-on—-the-next-requiar—schooi-election-dayr
$f--the--county---superintendent-——-changes-—-—-an---eleaentary
districtis-——clannification--with——the--resuit-—that-a-lesser
nusher-of-trustees-is-requiredy-the-next-eiementary--trustes
posttions——that--becoas—vacant—under—any-circamstances-shaii
not--be--fiiled--untii--the--nunber--of--elementary--trustee
posttions—has-baen-reduced-to-the-nuaber-reguired-by-iaws"

-Bod-
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SENATE BILL NO. 306
INTRODUCED BY HERTEL
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING STAGGERED
TERMS FOR SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR
FILLING A TRUSTEE VACARCY; AND BAMENDING SECTION 20-3-302,

MCA "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTRNA:

Section 1. Section 20-3-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-3-302. Legislative intent to elect 1lesas than

majority of trustees. (1) It is the intention of the
legislature that the terms of a majority of the trustee
positions of any district with elected trustees may not
regularly expire and be subject to election on the same
regular school election day. %herefere;--in In elementary
districts, there may not be more than three trustee
positions in first-class districts, two trustee positions in
second-class districts or third-class districts having five
trustee positions, or one trustee position in third-class
districts having three trustee positions regularly subject
to election at the same time. In high school districts there
may not be more than two additional trustee positions in
first- or second-class districts or more than one in

third-class districts reqularly subject to election at the
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same time. In high school districts operating a county high
schocl, there may not be more than two trustee positions to
be filled by members residing in the elementary district
where the county high school building is 1located or more
than one trustee position to be filled by members residing
outside of the elementary district where the county high
school building is located subject to election at the same
time,

{2) Whiie-ib-is—the~intention-o£—the--iegiaiature--thnt
the--terms-ef-a—majority—of-trustees—ef—any—distriet-may-net
reguiariy—expére—and-be-:ubject--te—-eiection——at—-the--same
timer-——it—*-is———reeognized———ehat——the In the following
circumstancess relating to the—terma*of——trustees--appointed
t¢ newly created trustee positions, or-teo-positions-vacated
by—deathr-reaignation;—er—ope:ntion~o£-iavT—may--iead——to——a
subseqnent—-sehooi——eieetion~min—which—n—majurity-eé—ttustee
pesition:-are—aubject—to-*e}ection——at—-the——same——time the
initial terms may be shortened to comply with the intent of
subsection {1):

{(a) the creaticn of a new elementary district under the

provisions of 20-6-217;
(b) the consolidation of two or more elementary
districts to form an  elementary district under the

pProvisions of 20-6-203 or the consolidation of two or more

high school districts to form a high scheool district under

-2- SB 306
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the provisions of 20-6-315;

{c) the establishment of additional trustee positions
of a high school distriet under the provisions of 20-3-353
or 20-3-354 or new trustee positions under the provisions of
20-3-352(3);

{d) the change of a district's classification under the
provisions of 20-6-201 and or 20-6-301;

tey—-the-fitting—of-a-trustee-poesition-that--has--become
vacant—-under-—the--provisiens--of--20-3-388--or--any—-other
provision-of-iaw;

tfy(e) the establishment of additional elementary
trustee positions under the provisions of 20-3-341(3); ot

tg¥{f) any-other-circumstance--arising--under——the-—iaw
wherein a-trustee-positien-is-fiited-by-appeinement-subject

to--etection--at-~-the--next—-reguiar--scheoci--etection the

establishment of additional high school trustee positions

under the preovisions of 20-6-313.

{3) If the change of a disgtrict's classification under

20-6-~201 ar 20-6-301 decreases the number of trustee

positions, the positions must be eliminated in a manner that

complies with the intent of subsection {1}.

{4) Although the legislature intends that the terms of

a majority of trustees of any district may not regularly

expire and be subject to election at the same time, it is

recognized that filling a vacancy under 20-3-308 may lead to
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2 subsequent schogl election in which a majority of trustee

positions are subject to election at the same time."

Section 2. section 20-6-~201, MCA, is amended to read:

“20-6-201. Elementary district classification. (1) BEach
elementary district shall have a classification of:

(a} first class, if it has a population of 6,500 or
more;

(b) second class, if it has a population of 1,000 or
more but less than 6,500; or

{c)} third class, if it has a population of 1less than
1,000,

(2) The population of an elementary district shat: must
be determined by the county superintendent on the basis of
the best available population information for the district.

{3) The county superintendent shall establish the
classification of each elementary district in the county on
the basis of the populaticn determined for the district and
the district classification criteria prescribed in this
section. Whenever the population of an elementary district
increases or decreases requiring an adjustment of the
district classification according to the criteria prescribed
in this section, the county superintendent shall declare
sach the district's classification to be changed in
accordance with the determined population, except that the

classification of an elementary district shaii may not be
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changed more than once every 5 years.

{(4) Whenever the county superintendent changes an
elementary district's classification with the result that a
larger number of trustees is required on the elementary
board of trustees, the increased number of trustee positions
shatt must be filled in the manner provided for £iitting
trustee-—-vacancies in  20-3-302. Such--positionsa--shali-be
subdect-to-eiection-on—the-next-regeiar-achost-etectron-day-
if--tbe-—eeunty—--snperintendent-—-ch#nges—-—nn——-eiementary
distrietla-—-classification-—with——the--resuit—-that-a-iesser
aumber-of-trusteea-in-requiredy;-the-next-elementary-—trustee
posttiona-—-chat——become-vacant-under-any-cireumacances-shati
net--be--fitied--untit--the--number--o0f-—-eiementary—-trustee
positions—-has-been-reduced-to-the-number-required-by-itaw:"

-End-
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