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~m BILL NO.~ 

INTRODUCED BY _..&_._ ... a: .. L~--------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING STAGGERED 

TERMS FOR SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR 

FILLING A TRUSTEE VACANCY: AND AMENDING SECTION 20-3-302, 

MCA.ff 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-3-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-302. Legislative intent to elect less than 

-jority of trustees. (1) It is the intention of the 

legislature that the terms of a majority of the trustee 

positions of any district with elected trustees may not 

regularly expire and be subject to election on the same 

regular school election day. ~hereforeT--¼n In elementary 

districts, there may not be more than three trustee 

positions in first-class districts, two trustee positions in 

second-class districts or third-class districts having five 

trustee positions, or one trustee position in third-class 

districts having three trustee positions regularly subject 

to election at the same time. In high school districts there 

may not be 110re than two additional trustee positions in 

first- or second-class districts or more than one in 

third-class districts regularly aubject to election at the 
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LC 0761/01 

same time. In high school districts operating a county high 

school, there may not be more than two trustee positions to 

be filled by meabers residing in the elementary district 

where the county high school building is located or more 

than one trustee position to be filled by members residing 

outside of the elementary district where the county high 

school building is located subject to election at the same 

time. 

(2) Wh¼¼e-it-is-tfte-intention-of-tfte--legis¼atttre--that 

the--ter■s-ef-a-ma;erity-eE-trttstees-0£-any-distriet-may-ftot 

regtt¼ar¼y-expire-and-he-snbjeet--to--e¼eetion--at--the--same 

tiae7---it---ia---reeognised---thet--the In the following 

circumstances7 relating to the-ter■s-of--trttstees--appointed 

to newly created trustee positionsL or-to-positions-•aeated 

by-deathT-rea¼9nat¼onT-or-operat¼on-of-¼aw7-may--¼ead--to--a 

attbeeqnent--eehoe¼--e¼eet¼on--in-whieh-a-aajeri~y-ef-trtta~ee 

posi~iene-are-aabjeet-to--e¼eetien--at--the--aame--~ime ~ 

initial terms may be shortened to comply wit~ ~he intent of 

subsection (1): 

(a) the creation of a new elementary district under the 

provisions of 20-6-217; 

(b) the consolidation of two or more elementary 

diatricts to form an elementary district under the 

provisions of 20-6-203 or the consolidation of two oc more 

high achool districts to form a high school Qistrict under 

-2- ~a :,o" 
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the provisions of 20-6-315; 

(cl the establishment of additional trustee positions 

of a high school district under the provisions of 20-3-353 

or 20-3-354 or new trustee positions under the provisions of 

20-3-352(3); 

{d) the change of a district 1 s classification under the 

provisions of 20-6-201 and or 20-6-301; 

tet--the-£i¼¼in9-ef-a-~rnstee-pesitien-that--has--beeome 

waeant--ttn8er--the--pro•isions--o!--i8-3-388--or--any--other 

pro•is¼on-0£-¼aw; 

t01.tl the establishment of additional elementary 

trustee positions under the provisions of 20-3-341(3); or 

t~t1!.l any-other-eirettmstanee--arising--ttnder--the--¼aw 

wherein a-trastee-pesition-is-£i¼¼ed-by-appeintment-sabjeet 

to--e¼eetion--at--the--next--regn¼ar--aehee¼--e¼eetion the 

establishment of additional high school trustee positions 

under the provisions of 20-6-313. 

{3) If the change of a district's classification under 

20-6-201 or 20-6-301 decreases the number of trustee 

positions, the positions must be eliminated in a manner that 

complies with the intent of subsection (1). 

(4) Although the legislature_intends that the terms of 

a majority of trustees of any district may not regularly 

expire and be subject to election at the same time, it is 

recognized that filling a vacancy under 20-3-308 may lead to 
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a subsequent school election in which a majority of trustee 

positions are subject to election at the same ~ime." 

Section 2. Section 20-6-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-6-201. Eleaentary district classification. (1) Each 

elementary district shall have a classification of: 

(a) first class, if it has a population of 6,500 or 

more; 

(b) second class, if it has a population of 1,000 or 

more but less than 6,500; or 

(c) third class, if it has a population of less than 

1,000. 

(2} The population of an elementary district sha¼¼ ~ 

be determined by the county superintendent on the basis of 

the best available population information for the district. 

13) The county superintendent shall establish the 

classification of each elementary district in the county on 

the basis of the population determined for the district and 

the district classification criteria prescribed in this 

section. Whenever the population of an elementary district 

increases or decreases requiring an adjustment of the 

district classification according to the criteria prescribed 

in this section, the county superintendent shall declare 

eneh the district's classification to be changed in 

accordance with the deterained population, except that the 

classification of an elementary district sha¼¼ ~ not be 

-4-
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l changed more than once every 5 years. 

2 (4) Whenever the county superintendent changes an 

3 elementary district's classification with the result that a 

4 larger number of trustees is required on the elementary 

5 board of trustees, the increased number of trustee positions 

6 shall must be filled in the manner provided for filling 

7 tra■tee--•aeafte¼ee in 20-3-302. Stteh--pesitions--shaii-be 

8 aabjeet-te-e¼eeticn-on-the-ne•t-regttiar-schoo¼-e¼eetion-day4 

9 ¼£--the--eeanty---saperintendent---ehan9es---an---e¼ementary 

10 distr¼etLe--e¼assi£ieat~en--with--the--restt¼t--that-a-lesser 

11 nallber-0£-traetees-¼s-reqaired7-the-next-eiementary--t~astee 

12 poait¼ons--tftat--beeoae-•aeant-under-any-eire1111Staneee-ehall 

13 not--be--fiiied--nntil--the--nttmber--ef--elementary--trttstee 

14 peaitiona-haa-been-redneed-to-the-nmnber-reqttired-by-law~" 

-End-

-5-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
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~ IJffRODOCED ~ BILL NO ~ -
BY hi . ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "All ACT REVISING STAGGl!RED 

TERJIS FOR SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES; PROVIDING AN ElCCEPTION FOR 

FILLING A TRUSTEE VACANCY; AND AMENDING SECTION 20-3-302, 

NCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OF TBE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-3-302, MCA, is aaended to read: 

•20-3-302. Legislative intent to elect lea■ than 

-jority of trustees. (1) It i ■ the intention of the 

legislature that the ter■s of a ■ajority of the trustee 

poaition■ of any district with elected trustee■ ■ay not 

regularly expire and be subject to election on the sa■e 

reqular school election daya ~hereforeT--in In ele■entary 

di■trict ■, there ■ay not be ■ore than three trustee 

position■ in first-clasa districts, two trustee positions in 

aecond-cla■s districts or third-cla■a di ■tricts having five 

trustee positions, or one trustee position in third-class 

di■tricts having three trustee positions regularly ■ubject 

to election at the•- ti■e. In high school district■ there 

■ay not be ■ore than two additional trustee positions in 

firat- or second-clas■ district■ or ■ore than one in 

third-cla■■ di ■trict■ regularly subject to election at the 
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s- ti-. In high school district■ operating a county high 

school, there ■ay not be ■ore than two tru■tee positions to 

be filled by -r■ r■sidlng in the ele-ntary district 

where the county high school building i ■ located or aore 

than one trustee position to be filled by ■ellbera reaiding 

outaide of the el-ntary di ■trict where the county high 

■chool building 1• located subject to election at the aaae 

ti ... 

(21 lfhi¼e-it-ie-the-intention-of-the--¼e9i■latare--thet 

the--ter■■ -of-e-■a;ority-of-treateea-of-any-diatriet-■ay-not 

r■9e¼arly-espire-and-loe-aab;eet--to--e¼eetion--at--the--aaae 

ti .. 7---it---ia---reeo4Jni■ed---tllat--the In the following 

circuastancea7 relating to the-ter■■ -of--treateea--appointed 

to newly created tru■tee positionsL or-to-po■itiona-•aeated 

by-death7-re■i9nat¼0117-or-operati011-of-¼aw7-■ay--¼ead--to--a 

aebaecaeent--■eh-1--e¼eetion--in-whieh-a-■a;ority-of-traatee 

peaitions-are-■ab;eet-to--e¼eetion--at--the--s----ti■e the 

initial ter■■ ■aY be short■ned to c011ply with the_intent of 

sub■ection (1): 

(a) the creation of an- ele .. ntary di ■trict under the 

provisions of 20-6-2171 

(bl the consolidation of two or ■ore ele■entary 

di ■tr ict■ to· fora an eleaentary diatrict under the 

provision■ of 20-6-203 or the con■olidation of two or ■ore 

high ■chool districts to for■ a high school district under 

-2- tSB ~D" 
SECOND READING 
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the provisions of 20-6-31S1 

(c) the eatablishaent of additional trustee positions 

of a high school district under the provisions of 20-3-353 

or 20-3-354 or nev trustee positions under the provisions of 

20-3-352(3); 

(d) the change of a district's classification under the 

provisions of 20-6-201 aftd or 20-6-3011 

tet--the-fillin9-of-a-trastee-positioft-that--has--beeoioe 

•eeant--ander--the--pr<>•isions--of--i8-3-388--or--efty--ether 

pro.is ion-of-le•~ 

tft.l..!.l the establisluaent of additional elenenta(y 

trustee positions under the provisions of 20-3-341(3): or 

f9till any-e~her-e¼reuaa~■nee--ariain9--ttnder--~he--¼ew 

wherein a-trastee-poaition-is-filled-by-appoiftt-ftt-sab;eet 

to--eleetion--at--the--ne~t--re,alar--sehool--eleetion the 

eatabliahaent of additional high school trustee Positions 

under the provisions of 20-6-313. 

(3) If the change of a district's classification under 

20-6-201 or 20-6-301 decrease& the nuaber of trustee 

poeitiona1 the poaitions ■uat be eli■inated in a ■anner that 

c,caplies with the intent of subsection (l). 

ill t,l~thouqh the leghlature int!!nd■ that the ter■s of 

a aajority or trustees of any district aay not regularly 

expire and be subject to election at the sw ti-, it is 

recognized that filling a vacancy under 20-3-308 ■ay lead tQ 
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a subsequent school election in vhlch a ■ajority of trustee 

position■ are subject to election at the ■aae ti■e.• 

Section 2. Section 20-6-201, NCA, is a■ended to read: 

•20-6-201. Bl-•tarr district classification. (1) Each 

ele■entary district shall have a classification of: 

(a) first class, if it has a population of 6,500 or 

acre; 

(bl second class, if it has a population of 1,000 or 

aore but less than 6,500; or 

(c) third class, if it has a population of less than 

1,000. 

(2) The population of an elementary district aha¼¼~ 

be deter■ined by the county superintendent on the basis of 

the beat available population inforaation for the district. 

(3) The county superintendent shall establish the 

classification of each ele■entary district in the county on 

the basis of the population determined for the district and 

the district classification criteria prescribed in this 

section. Whenever the population of an eleaenta[y district 

increases or decre•••• requiring an adjustment of the 

district classification according to the criteria prescribed 

in thla section, the county superintendent shall declare 

eaeh !_h! district' ■ claa■ification to be changed in 

accordance vith the deter■ined population, except that the 

classification of an ele■entary district sha¼l ~ not be 

-4-
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l cban9ed aore than once every 5 years. 

2 1•1 Whenever the county superintendent changes an 

3 eleaentary district's classification with the result that a 

4 l•rger number of trustees is required on the ele■entary 

5 board of trustees, the increased number of trustee positions 

6 allell ■uat be filled in the ■anner provided for tilling 

7 tr■atee--•aeaneiea in 20-3-302. Bneh--positions--shall-be 

8 a■bject-to-eleetion-on-the-next-re9a¼ar-seheel-eleetion-dayT 

9 lf--the--eoanty---a■perintendent---ehan9es---an---e¼e■entary 

10 diatriet~a--e¼aaaifieatien--with--the--rea■¼t--that-a-¼esaer 

11 ftltaber-of-~•••Hea-ie-reqairffy-~he-n••~-e½e■en~ary--~ra•~•• 

12 pe■ition■--tllat--be--••eant-■nder-any-eirea■staneea-ahall 

13 -t--be--f¼lled--anti¼--the--nn■ber--ef--ele■entary--tr■stee 

14 peait¼ona-haa-been-red■eed-ta-the-n-■ber-req■ired-by-lawT" 

-End-

-5-
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=- ■ILL m. ~ 

A BILL POii AN ACT llfflt'LSDt •u ACT 11119181m 8"AGGWJ!D 

1'Bllllll POii SCIIOOL BOARD nunm, ftOVIDim All ~Ia. P0II 

FILLING A 'l'IIUSTU VIICAIICY1 &ND IIIIBRl>lNG sa:TION 20-3-302, 

!EA." 

NIT DIACTJ!D BY 'ftlB LBGISLATURII 0, ftlll STAR OP__._, 

Sectlall 1. Secti- 20-3-302, IEA, 1 ■ wnded to read: 

•2e-1-n2. J.ewl■latlft iat■at to ■l■ct 1- t.,.. 

-jodtJ' of t.r--. Cl) It la the lnt-tioa of tlle 

l■.,Ji■lature tbat the ter• of a •jority of the tru■t

po■ltiona.of any diatrict vith ■lactecl truateea -, not 

r■...aularly e11plre and be ■ubj■ct to ■1-tioa on the ■-

r99ular actiool alectlon day. 

dl■trict■, there ■ay not 

~,-.T .... ia 

be -re than 

In •1-ntary 

thrN tru■t-

poeltion■ In flr■t-cla■■ di■trict■, t- trustee po■ltion■ in 

■-4-cla■■ dl■trict■ or third .. cla■■ di■tricta having five 

tru■tN po■itlon■, or ON tru■tff po■ltion in third-cl••• 

dl■trlcta having tbrN tru■tN poaltlon■ regularly aubject 

to elaction at the ■- ti•. In high achool dlatricta there 

_, not be -re tllan t- ■dditlonal trustee po■ltlon■ in 

fir■t .. or ■-ond .. claa■ di■trict■ or -re than one In 

third-cl-• di■tricta regularly ■ubjact to election at the 

f&,.. __ 
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- tlae. la blgll ■-oo1 dlatrlcta operatlag a -■tJ' bl9'1 

■cbool, th9re -y -t be -re tha■ t- tru■tee po■lti- to 

be fllled by ...._ra rNidl .. la the el-tary diatrlct 

llllere tM coaaty 111911 achool bulldl119 la located or acne 

tbaa - tra■tee po■ltl- to be filled by ...._r• re■ldl119 

-t■lO. of the el-UrJ' dl■trlct llller■ the county bi ... 

achool 11111141119 1■ located ■abject to el-tion at the -

t1•-
(2t lllbHe-¼t-._..,._..,.__.___, _ _..._ .. t-.¼■l■n ...... .,.._., 

....--1:e,... el• -ie•Uy-ef---■~•-ef-•y-fi■t:rln-s,--

11 · ~l•rly ............. .._. ...,:leet: .. te-~¼e■--at-· t:he ■HI 

12 

13 

u 
15 

16 

17 

11 

19 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

.. '-■T--¼1:-..... _ .............. --1:11■ .. --t:lle In tlle follOlflftCJ 

clr_ta_T relatlag to _... .. _ __.. .... .,....,_ .... ...,......,. 

ff -1,. created tra■tN po■iti-L --~• .. ♦-■-•-" .. 
.. ,_, .................... 1ewr-,---, ................ . 

..................... -eleet:loft--¼ft"'1lll¼ell--jorlt,y-et-...... .... 

...... .__ ...... , •• ., ... e .......... _ ............... _ .. ...,... the 

l11ltlal t■r- ■aY be ■bortaned to 9911 vitb the intent of 

eubaectlon Cl I , 

(at the creatla■ of a - el-ntary dlatrict under the 

provlalona of 20-, .. 211, 

(b) the conaolldatlon of t- or -re el-ntary 

di■tricta to· fora an ■1-ntary di■trict under the 

provlalona of 20 .. , .. 303 or the oonaolidatlon oft- or -r• 

blah ■chool dlatricta to for■ a high achool diatrict under 

-2- tSB M" 
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tlte provi•ion• of 20-1-3151 

fc) tbe -Ulbli•laent of additional tru■tee poaition• 

of • high achool di•trlct under the prOYi■iona of 20-3-353 

or 20-3-354 or - tru•tee poaition• under the provi•iona of 

20-3-352(3)# 

(d) the change of a district' ■ cl•••ification under the 

provi■iona of 20-1-201 •- 2!. 20-6-3011 

t-t--the-f¼ll¼ng-..-a-t .. .-pea¼ti--tllat--lla■--INte

-et--lllNlet'-~-pre,¼•¼eee---of--tl-3-3ff---•nr--other 

..-¼a¼ee-..-¼-

tft!n the -tabli•laent of additional •l-ntarr 

tru■tee poaltlon• under the prOYl■lona of 20-3-341(3)1 or 

t9till aar ether e¼rewtaaee--ar¼•¼119--a11<1er--the--l-

11heH¼a a-trut•• -•t....,...-f¼llN-by-a"""a-at-aub;eet 

te--.¼eet¼ee--et--the-----rep¼ar--aehee¼--e¼ectiea ~ 

e•tabll•laent of additl-1 blp school tru•tee po■itiog■ 

under the prDYialona of 20-6-313. 

ill 
2!!-6-211 

If ~lie c;baaae of a dlatrlct •• cla•~ificatign ~ ll~r 

or 20-1-301 deer- tile nlll■ber of __ Hust"• 

pltl-. tbe poaltlona -•t be eUaiuted in a 1U1nner that 

co,llN with tha l•t-t of •ubffctlon UI, 

141 Alt...,. tbe l9lalat•r• lnt!!4! that the ter- of 

• -1orlty of tr_t_ of •r dl•trlct •r not regularly 

aspire and be ..,.:leet to eleetlon at the - u-. 1t 1• 

recognised that fllUng a vacancy under 20-3-308 MY ~-4 t_o 

-3-
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a •....._.,.ent lldlool alactloa la wblcb • -■1ority of tru•~~~ 

JICl!ltl- are eab;leet to eleetloa at the - u-.• 
Section 2. llactlon 28-1-201, IEA, i• waded to read: 

·211-6-Hl. u-tary dlatrict claaalflcatlon. (l) Bach 

el-ntary di•trict ■ball have a cl■•aiflcatlon of, 

Ca) fir•t cl•••• if it ha•• population of 6,500 or 

-••1 
(b) ■econd cl•••• If it baa a population of 1,000 or 

-•• but le•• than 1,5001 or 

(~) third cl■••• if it ha•• population of 1-■ than 

1,000. 

(2) The population of an •l-ntary di■trict slle¼¼ ~ 

be deterained by the county auperintendent on the ba•i• of 

the be■t available population lnfor .. tion for the di■trict. 

(3) The county ■uperlntendent •hall e•tablish the 

cl•••lfication of each el-ntary di■trict In the county on 

the ba■l• of the population deterained for the di•trict and 

the di■trict cl•••ificatloa criteria pre•cribed in this 

■ection. Nllenever the population of an ■1-ntary di•trict 

increa•e• or dee•-- requiring an adju•t-nt of the 

di•trict cla••ification -ding to the criteria pre•cribed 

la tbl• aectlon, tbe -.ty •uperintendent •hall declare 

-ell ~ dl•trlct•• clualflcation to be changed In 

accordance with the deterained population, except that the 

cluaificatlon of an el-ntary di•trict •h•¼¼ !!!!.l'.. not be 

-•-
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1 cllanged -r• than once ... ,y 5 year■ • 

2 I 41 llllenever the -nty ■uperintendent cb.angea an 

3 •1-ntary district's cla■■ification with the result that a 

4 lar<Jer nllllber of trustees is required on the •1-ntary 

5 board of tru■teea, the increa■ecl nuaber of tru■tN position■ 

& ■-11 IIU■t be filled in the -nner provlcle4 for ftlltft9 

7 treatee--waeaaeiea in 20-3-302. Beeh--peeitieea--ellall-lte 

8 "hieet-to-efeetlon-on-the-N■t-...-ler-eelleel-eleet,ion-tleyT 

I ff--the---ty---nperln~t---ehe .... e---ea---e~ntery 

10 4l■trlet~■--efNelfle■tion--wlth--tlle--reeelt--tllat-•-l-• 

11 n...,_r-of-tr11etee■-i■-r..-lretly-t11e---.l-tary--tre•t-

12 po■lt♦---that--~---t-■-4er--eey-elr_t_a-allalf 

13 ---N--fll~~-entll--tlle--aellllft'--ef--e~tery--treetN 

14 pealtl-hae-heen-r.....,.-to-tlle-....,.r-r ... lretl-llty-lawT• 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT 

SENATE BILL NO, 306 

INTRODUCED BY HERTEL 

ENTITLED: 11 AN ACT REVISING STAGGERED 

TERMS FOR SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR 

FILLING A TRUSTEE VACANCY, AND AMENDING SECTION 20-3-302, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-3-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-302. Legislative intent to elect 1ess than 

majority of trustees. (l) It is the intention of the 

legislature that the terms of a majority of the trustee 

positions of any district with elected trustees may not 

regularly expire and be subject to election on the same 

regular school election day. ~herefer@7 --¼n In elementary 

districts, there may not be more than three trustee 

positions in first-class districts, two trustee positions in 

second-class districts or third-class districts having five 

trustee positions, or one trustee position in third-class 

districts having three trustee positions regularly subject 

to election at the same time. In high school districts there 

may not be more than two additional trustee positions in 

first- O[ second-class districts or more than one in 

third-~lass districts regularly subject to election at the 
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same time. In high school districts operating a county high 

school, there may not be more than two trustee positions to 

be filled by members residing in the elementary district 

where the county high school building is located or more 

than one trustee position to be filled by members residing 

outside of the elementary district where the county high 

school building is located subject to election at the same 

time. 

(2) Whi¼e-it-is-the-intention-0E-the--¼e1is¼fttttre--thftt 

the--terme-of-a-majority-0£-trttstees-0£-any-distr¼et-may-not 

regtt¼ar¼y-expire-and-be-sub;eet--to--e¼eetion--at--the--eame 

time;---it---is---reeo~nized---that--the In the following 

circumstances, relating to the-terms-of--trttstees--appeinted 

to newly created trustee positionsL or-to-positions-vaeated 

by-death7 -resignation,-or-operation-o£-¼aw7 -mey--¼ead--to--a 

sttbseguent--sehool--e¼eetion--in-whieh-a-me:;ority-0£-trttstee 

positions-are-sttbjeet-to--eieetion--at--the--same--t½me the 

initial terms may be shoctened to comply with the intent of 

subsection (1): 

(a) the creation of a new elementary district under the 

pcovisions of 20-6-217; 

(b) the consolidation of two or more elementary 

districts to form an elementary district under the 

provisions of 20-6-203 or the consolidation of two or more 

high school districts to form a high school district under 
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the provisions of 20-6-315; 

(c) the establishment of additional trustee positions 

of a high school district under the provisions of 20-3-353 

or 20-3-354 or new trustee positions under the provisions of 

20-3-352(3); 

(d) the change of a district's classification under the 

provisions of 20-6-201 and or 20-6-301; 

tet--the-f¼¼¼¼ng-of-a-trastee-pes¼t¼on-that--has--heeeme 

•aeent--ander--the--pro•¼s¼ons--&f--i8-3-388--or--any--other 

pro•isien-0£-¼aw; 

tftill the establishment of additional elementary 

trustee positions under the provisions of 20-3-341(3); or 

tgt.ill any-other-eiretu11stanee--aria¼n9--~nder--~fte--¼aw 

where¼n a-trastee-pes¼t¼en-¼s-f¼¼¼ed-hy-appe¼ntment-sae;eet 

to--e¼eet¼e~--at--the--next--rega¼ar--seftool--e¼eetien the 

establishment of additional high school trustee positions 

under the provisions of 20-6-313. 

(3) If the change of a district's classification under 

20-6-201 or 20-6-301 decreases the number of trustee 

positions, the positions must be eliminated in a manner that 

complies with the intent of subsection (1). 

(4) Although the legislature intends that the terms of 

a majority of trustees of any district may not regularly 

expire and be subject to election at the same time, it is 

recognized that filling a vacancy under 20-3-308 may lead to 
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a subseguent school election in which a majority of trustee 

positions are subject to election at the sam~time.N 

Section 2. Section 20-6-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-6-201. Elementary district classification. (1) Each 

elementary district shall have a classification of: 

(a) first class, if it has a population of 6,500 or 

more; 

(b) second class, if it has a population of 1,000 or 

more but less than 6,500; or 

(c) third class, if it has a population of less than 

1,000. 

(2) The population of an elementary district aha¼¼ must 

be determined by the county superintendent on the basis of 

the best available population information for the district. 

(3) The county superintendent shall establish the 

classification of each elementary district in the county on 

the basis of the population determined for the district and 

the district classification criteria prescribed in this 

section. Whenever the population of an elementary district 

increases or decreases requiring an adjustment of the 

district classification according to the criteria prescribed 

in this section, the county superintendent shall declare 

stteh the district's classification to be changed in 

accordance with the determined population, except that the 

classification of an elementary district shai¼ ~ not be 

-4- SB 306 
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1 changed more than once every S years. 

2 (4) Whenever the county superintendent changes an 

3 elementary district's classification with the result that a 

4 larger number of trustees is required on the elementary 

5 board of trustees, the increased number of trustee positions 

6 sha%i must be filled in the manner provided for fiiiiftg 

7 trttstee--vaeeneies in 20-3-302. Stteh--positions--shal¼-be 

8 sttb;eet-to-e¼eetion-on-the-next-regttlar-sehoo¼-e¼eetion-day~ 

9 1£--the--eottnty---sttperintendent---ehanges---an---elementary 

10 distrietie--e¼assi£½cation--with--the--reettlt--that-a-¼esser 

11 nttmber-o£-trasteee-is-reqttired7 -the-next-e¼ementary--trastee 

12 pesitions--that--beeome-vacant-under-any-e±rettfflstanee9-eftall 

13 ne~--be--£¼l¼ed--ttnt¼¼--the--number--e£--e¼emefttary--trttetee 

14 positions-ftae-been-redtteed-~o-tfte-nttmber-~eqttired-by-law.• 

-End-
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