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SENATE BILL NO. 264 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG, J. RICE 

JANUARY 27, 1993 

FEBRUARY 10, 1993 

FEBRUARY 11, 1993 

FEBRUARY 12, 1993 

FEBRUARY 17, 1993 

FEBRUARY 18, 1993 

FEBRUARY 23, 1993 

MARCH 19, 1993 

MARCH 27, 1993 

MARCH 30, 1993 

MARCH 31, 1993 

APRIL 2, 1993 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
UNTIL THE 38TH LEGISLATIVE DAY. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 47; NOES, O. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 84; NOES, 14. 

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE SENATE 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 
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APRIL 3, 1993 THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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INTRODUCED BY V1,--f/~, ,1 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: LIMITING TO ESCAPES 

!"ROM STATE INSTITUTIONS THE NOTIFICATION THAT MUST BE GIVEN 

CERTAIN PERSONS; ABOLISHING THE REQUIREMENT THAT NOTICE BE 

GIVEN OF RELEASES; ABOLISHING THE REQUIREMENT THAT NOTICE BE 

GIVEN OF ESCAPES FROM JAILS; AND AMENDING SECTION 44-2-601, 

MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TBE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-2-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"44-2-601. Notification of escape or--re¼eaae fraa 

confineaent. (1) The notice required by subsection (2) must 

be given if any of the following persons escapes or--¼s 

re¼eaaed from confinement: 

(a) a person committed to a hospital or mental health 

facility under Title 46, chapter 14; or 

(b) a person confined in a ;ai¼--or--other state 

20 institution pending· or during trial for a criminal offense 

21 involving the use or threat of physical force or violence or 

22 confined in a ;ai¼7 prison7 or other state institution after 

23 conviction of a criminal offense involving the use or threat 

24 of physical force or violence or after being designated as a 

25 dangerous offender under 46-18-404. 
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LC 1072/01 

(2) If a person referred to in subsection (1) escapes 

er-is-re¼eased from confinement, the institution in which he 

the person was confined shall notify: 

(a) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 

the county in which the offense occurred; 

(b) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 

the county or counties, if known, in which a victim or the 

victias of the offense reside at the time of the escape or 

re¼ease; 

tet--the--eheriff--or-o~her-¼aw-en£oreeaent-of£ieia¼s-¼ft 

the-connty7-¼f-kn.,.n7-¼n-wh¼ch-the-person-intends-to--reeide 

ttpon-¼eay¼ng-eenfineaen~; 

tdt1£1. the sheriff or other law enforc-ent officials 

in the county in which the jai¼7 ~ prison, hospital, 

mental health facility, or other institution from which the 

person escaped er-waa-re¼eaaed is located; and 

tetill a court that has requested that it be notified 

in the event of a-re¼ease-er ~ escape of the person." 

-End-

-2-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for S80264. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act limiting to escapes from state institutions the notification that must be given 
certain persons; abolishing the requirement that notice be given of releases; abolishing the requirement that notice be 
given of escapes from jails; and amending section 44-2-601, MCA. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. There is a minimal cost to the process of notification of law enforcement when a patient or inmate is released from an 

institution. 
2. It is assumed that notification of escapes will be accomplished through the statewide Criminal Justice Information 

Network (CJIN) and that notification of escapes will routinely be sent to all law enforcment agencies on the network. 
Therefore, there would be no fiscal impact by reducing the number of local law enforcement agencies required to be 
notified. 

FlSCAL IMPACT: No Fiscal Impact. 

~~, z-~3 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

(Q_ 1/ /(f; /i 
l A_,R (.. (I __ (j;_j_: ~--=-=-=-~~~~~~~~2~-~-?; 

Fiscal Note for SB0~64, as introduced 

so~, 'I 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
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SENATE BILL NO. 264 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG, J. RICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT bfMfTfNS--'1'8--BSeAPBS 

PR9M--BTATB-fNS~fTHTf0N9-THB-N8'ffPfeATf8N-TBAT-M69T-BB-8fVBN 

eeRTAfN-PBR98N97 AllOLISHING TIIE REQUIREMENT THAT NO'l'ICE BE 

GIVEN OF RELEASES FROH IMPRI~NMENT: AB8bf9HfN6--THB 

Rl!etltRBMB~-TBAT-N8'fteB-BB-6fVBH-8f'-BSeAPBB-PR8M-0AfbS7 AND 

AMENDING SECTION 44-2-601, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-2-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"44-2-601. H<>tification of escape o~--re¼ease froa 

confineaent. (l) The notice required by subsection (2) must 

be given if any--ef--the--£e¼¼owing-persons-eaeapea or-±a 

re¼eased frem-eenf¼nemen~: 

(a) a person committed to a hospital or mental health 

facility under Title 46, chapter 14i ESCAP~S OR IS RELEASED 

FROM CONFINEMENT: or 

(b) a person confined in a jai¼-er-ether !!..!!! JAIL OR 

~ institution pending or during trial for a criminal 

offense involving the use or threat of physical force or 

violence or confined in a ;ai¼7 JAIL, prisonyL or other 

~ institution after conviction of a criminal offense 

25 involving the use or threat of physical force or violence or 
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after being designated as a dangerous offender under 

46-18-404 ESCAPES FROM CONFINEMENT. 

(2) If a person referred to in subsection (1) escapes 

or---¼s--reieaaed OR IS RELEASED from confinement, the 

institution in which fte the person was confined shall 

notify: 

(a) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 

the county in which the offense occurred; 

(b) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 

the county or counties, if known, in which a victim or the 

victims of the offense reside at the time of the 

release OR RELEASE; 

escape er 

tct--the--sherirr--or-other-¼aw-en£orcement-orf¼eia¼e-in 

tfte-ee~nty7-i£-knewn7-¼n-wh¼eh-the-person-intends-te--reside 

ttpen-leaTing-eenfinement; 

tdti£1. the sheriff or other law enforcement officials 

in the county in which the ;ai¼7 state JAIL, prison, 

hospital, mental health facility, or other institution from 

which the person escaped er-was-re¼eased OR WAS RELEASED is 

located; and 

tetill a court that has requested that it be notified 

in the event of e-re¼eas~-er A RELEASE OR an escape of the 

persona" 

-End-

-2- SB 264 
SECOND READING 
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SENATE BILL NO. 264 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG, J. RICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT bi'M¼'HN9--'f8--BSeAPBS 

---e,MB-i'NIW¼'fli':te!IS-,BB-118'f¼Pfl!M'¼8N-,11A,-MeB,-Bs-8¼VBII 

e111t,A¼N-PBRS8Nh ABOLISBIIIG THE REQUIREMENT THAT l!IO'l'ICE BE 

GIVEN OF RELEASES FROM i'MPRi'S81111BM' ~• AB8b¼SBl'N9-HB 

RB!l8¼RBMB!ft'-,_--i'eB-BB-8¼VBM-eP-BBeAPBS-PR8M-aAi'bS; A!ID 

AMENDING SECTION 44-2-601, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-2-601, MCA, is aaended to read: 

0 44-2-601. llotification of escape or-re½eaae OR RELEASE 

froa confine.ant. (l) The notice required by subsection (2) 

must be given if eny-of-the-foiiow½n9-peraona-eaeapes or--½• 

re½eeaed froa-eonf½neaent: 

(a) a person C011111itted to a hospital or 11ental health 

facility under Title 46, chapter 14L ESCM'_ES OR IS R~LBA_SED 

FROM CONFINEMENT; or 

(b) a person confined in• ;at½-or-other ~ aA¼b-eR 

!!!!!!!!. AN institution OTHER THAN A JAIL pending or during 

trial for a criminal offense involving the use or threat of 

physical force or violence or confined in a ;at½T aAi'bz 

prisonTT or other ■tete STATE institution after conviction - --- ---
of a criminal offense involving the use or threat of 
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SB 0264/03 

physical force or violence or after being designated as a 

dangerous offender under 46-18-404 ESCAPES OR IS RELEASED 

FROM CONFINEMENTTl OR 

(Cl A PERSON CONFINED IN A JAIL PENDING OR DURING TRIAL 

FOR A CRIMINAL OFFENSE INVOLVING THE USE OR THREAT OF 

PBYSICAL f'ORCE OR VIOLENCE OR C_QNFINED IN A JAIL AFTER 

CONVICTION OF A CRIMINAL OFFENSE INVOLVING THE USE OR THREAT 

OF PHYSICAL FORCE OR VIOLENCE OR AFTER BEING DESIGNATED AS A 

DANGEROUS OFFENDER UNDER 46-18-404 ESCAPES FROM CONFINEMENT. 

(2) If a person referred to in subsection (11 escapes 

or--¼■--re¼ea■ed OR JS_ RELEA$~ fr0111 confinement, the 

institution in which he the person was confined shall 

notify: 

(a) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 

the county in which the offense occurred; 

(b) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 

the county or counties, if known, in which a victim or the 

victims of the offense reside at the time of the escape or 

re¼eeae OR RELEASE; 

tet--~he-aheriff-or-o~her-!aw-enforeeaent--eE!¼e¼a¼s--in 

the--eoantyy-¼f-known7-½n-wh¼ch-the-person-½ntends-to-Pea¼de 

apen-¼ea•tn1-eonfineaent; 

tdt1£l. the sheriff or other law enforcement officials 

in the county in which the ;e¼i, ~ JAIL, prison, 

hospital, aental health facility, or other institution from 

-2- SB 264 

THIRD READING 
AS Al'ENDED 



SB 0264/03 

l which the person escaped or-waa-re¼eaaed OR WAS RELEASED is 

2 located; and 

3 tetll a court that has requested that it be notified 

4 in the event of a-re¼aaaa-or A RELEASE OR!!!. escape of the 

5 person.• 

-End-

-3- SB 264 



HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 19, 1993 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Judiciary report that 

Senate Bill 264 (third reading copy -- blue) be concurred in as 
amended. 

Signed: 7~ C -::) 
-------=R-us-s -==-'F Wf,1..,..g ...... , -~-

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Page 2, line 23. 
Following: line 22 

Carried by: Rep. Brown 

Insert: "(c) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 
the county, if known, in which the person intends to reside 
upon leaving confinement;" 

Renumber: subsequent subsections 

-END-

. I 

Commj,l§ee Vo.!._e: 
Yes , No t:h._. 1 HOUSE 
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SENATE BILL NO. 264 

INTRODUCED BY VANVALKENBURG, J. RICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT bfMl'l'lNS--'l'6--BS€APBS 

PR6M--9'1'A'l'B-lNS'l'l'l'B'l'l8NS-'l'HB-N0'1'1Pf€A'l'l8N-'l'HA'l'-MBS'l'-BB-SIYBN 

€BR'l'AlN-PBRS8NS; ABOLISHING THE REQUIREMENT THAT NOTICE BE 

GIVEN OF RELEASES FROM IMPRIS6NMBN'I' JAIL; AB8bfSHIN6-'l'HB 

REel:flRBMBN'l'-'l'HA'l'-N8'1'1€B-BB-SlYBN-6P-BS€APBS-PR8M-dAlbS; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 44-2-601, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-2-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

•44-2-601. Notification of escape or-re½ease OR RELEASE 

fr011 confineaent. (1) The notice required by subsection (2) 

must be given if eny-0£-the-fo¼lowing-pe~son~-eseapes or--½~ 

released from-eonfineme~~: 

(a) a person committed to a hospital or mental health 

facility under Title 46, chapter 14~ ESCAPES OR IS RELEASED 

FROM CONF_!_NEMENT; or 

(b) a person confined in a jail-or-eeher staee dAib-eR 

8~HeR AN institution OTHER THAN A JAIL pending or during 

trial for a criminal offense involving the use or threat of 

physical force or violence or confined in a jail7 dA!br 

prison,I or other~ STATE institution after conviction 

of a criminal offense involving the use or threat of 

~ ............ ,-,.,, 
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physical force or violence or after being designated as a 

dangerous offender under 46-1B-404 ESCAPES OR IS RELEASED 

FROM CONFINEMENT~; OR 

(C) A PERSON CONFINED IN A JAIL PENDING OR DURING TRIAL 

FOR A CRIMINAL OFFENSE INVOLVING THE USE OR THREAT OF 

PHYSICAL FORCE OR VIOLENCE OR CONFINED IN A JAIL AFTER 

CONVICTION OF A CRIMINAL OFFENSE INVOLVING THE USE OR THREAT 

OF PHYSICAL FORCE OR VIOLENCE OR AFTER BEING DESIGNATED AS A 

DANGEROUS OFFENDER UNDER 46-18-404 ESCAPES FROM CONFINEMENT. 

(2) If a person referred to in subsection (l) escapes 

or--is--re¼easea OR IS RELEASED from confinement, the 

institution in which ~e the person was confined shall 

notify: 

(a) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 

the county in which the offense occurred; 

(b) the sheriff or other law enforcement officials in 

the county or counties, if known, in which a victim or the 

victims of the offense reside at the time of the escape or 

re¼ease OR RELEASE; 

tet--the-sher*£f-or-ether-¼aw-eflforeement--o££ie*a¼e--in 

the--eoantyT-*f-known7-in-whieh-the-pereon-intend9-~o-reside 

apon-¼eaving-eonfinement~ 

(C) THE SHERIFF OR OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS IN 

THE COUNTY, IF KNOWN, IN WHICH THE PERSON INTENDS TO RESIDE 

UPON LEAVING CONFINEMENT; 

-2- SB 264 

REFERENCE BILL 
AS At-ENDED 
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l tdtillJ.Ql the sheriff or other law enforcement 

2 officials in the county in which the jai¼7 ~ JAIL, 

3 prison, hospital, mental health facility, or other 

4 institution from which the person escaped or-wft~-re¼eased OR 

5 WAS RELEASED is located; and 

6 te t 1.!tiJ..!U a court that has requested that it be 

7 notified in the event of s-re¼ease-or A RELEASE OR an escape 

8 of the person." 

-End-

-3- SB 264 




