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INTRODUCED ., i?I:!;··~· ~: ~ .. · . t<2 <Iii« t, ... /, -~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE METHOD OF 

CONSOLIDATING COUNTY OFFICES; PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION ON 

THE CONSOLIDATION OF OFFICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2301, 

7-4-2302, 7-4-2305, 7-4-2309, 7-4-2310, AND 7-4-2311, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING A CONTINGENT EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-t-2301. Authorisation to consolidate county offices. 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the--boerd--ef 

eettnty--eo-iseioners--ef--any--eettnty-may-¼n-its-d¼seretien 

eonse¼idate any two or more of the offices named in 7-4-2203 

may be consolidated and eoabine the powers and the duties of 

the consolidated offices combined upan approval by the 

electorate of the county. 

(2) The office of the justice of the peace may not be 

combined or consol~dated with any other office other than 

another justice of the peace office.M 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county 

offices. (l) At-eny-time-not-¼eter-then-t5-deys-befere-the 

date-on-whieh-dee¼aratiens-fer-no■ination-lftay-first-be-f~¼ed 
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LC 1403/01 

£er-any-eottnty-of£iee7-a ~ petition in writing may be filed 

with the board of county commissioners of a county asking 

for the consolidation of any two or more of-said offices by 

the board of saeft the county. 

(2) The petition sha¼¼ must be signed by not less than 

15\ of the registered electors of stteh the county." 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2305. Initiation of consolidation by county 

coaaissioners. t¼t The board or boards of county 

commissioners may initiate the consolidation of county 

offices under the procedure set forth in this part. Any 

board or boards desiring to consolidate any two or more 

offices or any two or more offices among several counties 

under the provisions of this part shall first pass a 

resolution stating the intent of the board or boards to 

consider consolidation. 

tit--Nothing---eontained---herein--shal¼--be--deemed--es 

¼iaiting--in--any---nner--the--diseretion--of--tfte---eeunty 

eo-iaaioners-to-conso¼idate-the-se•era¼-effiees-wi~hott~-the 

£¼¼in9-0£-the-petitioft-provided-fer-ift-~his-parto" 

Section 4. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing -- decision. (l) At the 

time designated in said the notice, the county commissioners 

shall proceed to hear said the petition and the evidence for 

or against the same petition. Any registered elector of the 
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county affected sfta¼¼--hawe ~ the right to appear and be 

heard upon said the petition, subject, however, to the right 

of the county commissioners to limit cumulative testimony 

and to prevent the undue prolonging of sa½d the hearing. 

(2) Within 5 days after the date set for sa¼d the 

hearing, the board or boards of county commissioners shall 

make such an order in--reiation--to--the calling for an 

election on the consolidation of said county offices es-they 

sftai¼-deem-proper. Stteh-order-must-be-made-at-¼east--T--days 

before--the--date--on--wh±eh-dee¼aTatiens-for-neafnatien-may 

first-be-Eiied-£or-any-eoanty-effiee~ 

(3) The election on the consolidation of county offices 

must be held at the general election 2 years preceding the 

exR_iration of the te~~ of the offices to be consolidated." 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2310, HCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. (l) In 

consolidating county offices, the board of county 

commissioners shall, ne~-iess-~han-T-days-be£ere-ehe-date-eft 

whieh-dee¼arattona-for-noaination-may-first-be-f¼¼ed-for-any 

eff¼ee--te-be-eonse¼idated-or-not-¼ess-tftan-6 1 months prior 

to the appo¼ntment-to-the-off¼eee-to-be--eoneo¼idated7--make 

an~--enter--an--erder--eeab¼ntn~--•ny--twe--er--mere--of-the 

within-nl!llled-eff¼ees general election, publish an order 

calling for the election. 

(2) Whenever an order consolidating two or more offices 
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is made, the order sha¼¼ must be entered in full on the 

board's minutes of proceedings. The order must contain the 

date and time of the election and the offices to be 

consolidated. 

(3) The order sha¼¼ must be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the maKiftg-and-entering-of-the order." 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2311. Iapleaentation of consolidation order. (1) 

Whenever any-eaeh-erder-is-aade-eonse¼ida~ing the electorate 

approves the consolidation of two or more or-atteh offices, 

it sha¼¼--be is the duty of the officers holding and 

occupying saeh the offices, at the end of their terms of 

office, to deliver and transfer to their successor or 

successors all of the books, files, papers, documents, maps, 

plats, and records of stteh the offices. 

(2) The officer or officers receiving the same material 

shall make and deliver proper receipts ~hereEer for the 

material and aha¼¼-the~eafter: 

(a) ~ be the custodian or custodians of saeh the 

books, files, papers, documents, maps, plats, and records; 

(b) shall perform all of the duties and acts imposed on 

saeh the consolidated offices as required of them by law; 

and 
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1 (c) .!h!!!. make and execute, with full legal force and 

2 effect, all certificates, official statements, official 

3 reports, affidavits, and other instruments required to be 

4 made by the laws of this state by either or any of the 

5 officers whose offices have been so consolidated~ 

6 (3) If the laws of this state or the rules, 

7 regulations, orders, or directions of any officer or 

8 department of the state sfta¼¼ require each of two offices 

9 wftieh !h!.! are consolidated to keep duplicate or similar 

10 records, books, or accounts, after ~tteh consolidation, such 

11 the consolidated office shall keep ~at only one set of saeh 

12 records, books, or accounts.• 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. If Senate Bill 

14 No. 112 is passed and approved by the electorate, then [this 

15 act] is effective January 1, 1995. If Senate Bill No. 112 is 

16 not passed and approved, then [this act] is void. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0243. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act revising the method of consolidating county offices; providing for an election 
on the consolidation of offices. 

FISCAL IMPACT: None. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: Insignificant increase in county election expenses. This bill 
removes county commissioners' discretion to initiate the consolidation of county offices and requires consolidation to be 
approved by the electorate at a general election. 

DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECI'OR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

fl? .1.JA J&A~ - ;) I -13 
ETHEL HARDING, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 

Fiscal Note for SB0243. as introduced 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE METHOD OF 

CONSOLIDATING COUNTY OFFICES: PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION ON 

THE CONSOLIDATION OF OFFICES: AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2301, 

7-4-2302, 7-4-2305, 7-4-2309, 7-4-2310, AND 7-4-2311, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING A CONTINGENT EFFECTIVE DATE," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2301, MCA, is aaended to read: 

•1-4-2301. Authorization to consolidate county offices. 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), ~he--1,eard--of 

eoan~y--e011YBissieners--ef--any--eettnty-a:y-in-¼~a-diseret¼en 

eeftselidate any two or more of the offices named in 1-4-2203 

may be consolidated and effll.bine the powers and the duties of 

the consolidated offices combined upon approval by the 

electorate of the county. 

(2) The office of the justice of the peace may not be 

coabined or consolidated with any other office other than 

another justice of the peace office.-

Section 2. section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2302. Petition for coneolidation of county 

offices. (1) At-any-ti■e-not-¼ater-than-45-daye-before-the 

date-eft-whieh-deeleretiona-fe~-na■inatioft--y-first-be-filed 

~.-.. ,~.,-
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fo~-•ny-eettnty-eEEieey-e ~ petition in writing may be filed 

with the board of county c01m11issioners of a county asking 

for the consolidation of any two or more of-aaid offices by 

the board of aneh the county. 

(2) The petition she¼¼ must be signed by not less than 

151 of the registered electors of aneh the county.• 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2305, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-4-2305. Initiation of consolidation by county 

ca.aiasionera .. t¼t The board or boards of county 

commissioners may initiate the consolidation of county 

offices under the procedure set forth in this part. Any 

board or boards desiring to consolidate any two or more 

offices or any two or more offices among several counties 

under the provisions of this part shall first pass a 

resolution stating the intent of the board or boards to 

consider consolidation. 

til--Ho~hin9---eonteined---herein--9~al¼--be--dee■ed--as 

li■i~in9--in--eny--aanfter--the--disere~ien--of--~he---eeanty 

eoaa¼ssienera-te-eense½idate-tfte-seTerel-offiees-withott~-the 

fi¼in~-ef-the-pet*tien-proTided-Eer-in-~hi9-par~ ... 

Section 4. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-4-2309. Conduct of hearing -- decision. (1) At the 

time designated in said the notice, the county commissioners 

shall proceed to hear aaid the petition and the evidence for 

or against the same petition. Any registered elector of the 

S6 ~'13 
-2- SECOND READING 
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county affected eha¼¼--hawe has the right to appear and be 

heard upon eaid the petition, subject, however, to the right 

of the county commissioners to limit cuMulative testimony 

and to prevent the undue prolonging of said the hearing. 

(2) Within 5 days after the date set for aaid the 

hearing, the board or boards of county collmissioners shall 

make aaeh an order in--re¼atieft--te--the calling for an 

election on the consolidation of said county offices as-they 

sha¼¼-deea-proper. 9deh-erder-•ttet-be-made-at-¼east--i--days 

before--the--date--on--which-dee¼arations-for-noatnation-naay 

first-he-fi¼ed-for-any-coanty-off±eeo 

(3) The election on the consolidation of county offices 

must be held at the general election 2 years preceding the 

ez~iration of the term of the offices to be consolidated." 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. (1) In 

consolidating county offices, the board of county 

coa:i.issioners shall, ftOt-¼eee-than-T-days-before-tfte-date-en 

wh¼eh-dee¼e~at¼ens-fer-nc,ainatien-aay-f¼ret-be-fi½ed-fer-any 

effiee--te-be-eenaeiide~ed-er-net-¼eee-tfta"-e l months prior 

to the appeintment-te-the-eff¼eee-te-be--ecnsciidated7---Re 

end--enter--an--crder--eeab¼n¼n4--any--twe--er--more--ef-the 

w¼tftin-na.ed-off¼eea general election, publish an order 

calling for the election. 

(2) Whenever an order consolidating two or more offices 
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is rude, the order aha¼¼ must be entered in full on the 

board's minutes of proceedings. The order must contain the 

date and time of the election and the offices to be 

consolidated. 

(3) The order shall must be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the mekin~-and-eneering-of-ehe order." 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2311. Iapl..-entatlon of consolidation order. ( l) 

Whenever eny-aaeh-erder-¼s-aade-ecnaelidaeinq ~e electorate 

a~e:roves the consolidation of two or more 0£-aach offices, 

it ahall--be is the duty of the officers holding and 

occupying each the offices, at the end of their terms of 

office, to deliver and transfer to their successor or 

successors all of the books, files, papers, documents, maps, 

plats, and records of atteh the offices. 

(2) The officer or officers receiving the same material 

shall make and deliver proper receipts ~herefcr for the 

material and sha¼i-thereafeer: 

(a) must be the custodian or custodians of atteft the 

books, files, papers, docu-.nts, maps, plats, and records: 

(b) shall perform all of the duties and acts imposed on 

s~eh ~ consolidated offices as required of them by law; 

and 
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1 (c) shall make and execute, with full legal force and 

2 effect, all certificates, official statements, official 

3 reports, affidavits, and other instruments required to be 

4 nade by the laws of this state by either or any of the 

S officers whose offices have been so consolidated. 

6 (3) If the laws of this state or the rules, 

7 regulations, orders, or directions of any officer or 

8 department of the state shs¼¼ require each of two offices 

9 which that are consolidated to keep duplicate or similar 

10 records, books, or accounts, after attch consolidation, such 

11 the consolidated office shall keep bat only one set of sdeh 

12 records, books, or accounts.• 

13 NEIi SECTION. Section 7. Bffective date. If Senate Bill 

14 No. 112 is passed and approved by the electorate, then (this 

15 act) Is effective January l, 1995. If Senate Bill No. 112 is 

16 not paaaed and approved, then [this act) is void. 

-End-
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