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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE ~<:_:i 
LAWS RELATING TO BALLOT ISSUE CAMPAIGNS; SPECIFICALLY 

PROHIBITING FALSE PUBLICATIONS RELATED TO A BALLOT ISSUE; 

REQUIRING COMPLIANCE REVIEW OF CERTAIN DIRECT-MAIL CAMPAIGNS 

RELATED TO BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 

CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES BY OFFICERS OF CERTAIN 

POLITICAL COMMITTEES; LIMITING OUT-OF-STATE CONTRIBUTIONS IN 

RELATION TO BALLOT ISSUE CAMPAIGNS; PROVIDING FOR AUDITS OF 

THE BOOKS OF POLITICAL COAAITTEES WORKING ON INITIATIVE 

BALLOT MEASURES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-35-225, 13-35-301, 

13-35-302, 13-37-209, AND 13-37-216, MCA," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. False publication related to 

ballot issue penalty. (1) A person may not publish 

information for the purpose of influencing the vote of 

another person on a ballot issue when the person publishing 

the information knows that the information is false. 

(2) A person who violates this section is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and may be punished as provided in 46-18-212. 

Section 2. section 13-35-225, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-35-225, Election aaterials not to be anonymous. (1) 
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Whenever a person makes an expenditure for the purpose of 

financing communications advocating the success or defeat of 

a candidate, 

broadcasting 

political 

station, 

party, or ballot issue through any 

newspaper, magazine, outdoor 

advertising facility, direct mailing, poster, handbill, 

bumper sticker, or other form of general political 

advertising, the communication must clearly and 

conspicuously state the name and address of the person who 

made or financed the expenditure for the communication, 

including in the case of a political committee, the name and 

address of the treasurer. Communications in a partisan 

election financed by a candidate or a political committee 

organized on the candidate•s behalf must state the 

candidate's party affiliation or include the party symbol. 

(2) If a document or other article of advertising is 

too small for the requirements of subsection (1) to be 

conveniently included, the person financing the 

communication shall file a copy of the article with the 

commissioner of political practices, together with the 

required information, prio~ to its public distribution. 

(3J If any document or other material prepared to 

advocate the success or defeat of a ballot issue and covered 

under subsection (1) is directly mailed to more than 50 

addressees! the d~cument or other material must be submitted 

to the commissioner not later than the day of mailing. The 
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commissioner shall within 5 working days issue an opinion as 

to whether the material is in com£liance with subsection 

1U..,_ 

t3ti!l If information required in subsection (1) is 

inadvertently omitted or not printed, upon discovering the 

omission, the person financing the communication shall file 

notification of the omission with the commissioner within 5 

days and make every reasonable effort to bring the material 

into compliance with subsection (1)." 

Section 3. Section 13-35-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-35-301. Adoption of code of fair campaign 

practices. The following code of fair campaign practices is 

adopted by Montana: 

"There are basic principles of decency, honesty, and 

fair play that every candidate for public office and every 

officer of a political committee in the United States has a 

moral obligation to observe and uphold, in order that, after 

vigorously contested but fairly conducted campaigns, our 

citizens may exercise their constitutional right to a free 

and untrammeled choice and the will of the people may be 

fully and clearly expressed on the issues before the 

country. Therefore: 

I will conduct my campaign in the best American 

tradition, discussing the issues as I see them, presenting 

my record and policies with sincerity and frankness, and 
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criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of 

my opponent and h~s my opponent 1 s party wh±eh that merit 

st1eh criticism. 

I will defend and uphold the right of every qualified 

American voter to full and equal participation in the 

electoral process. 

I will conduct my campaign without the use of personal 

vilification, character defamation, whispering campaigns, 

libel, slander, or scurrilous attacks on my opposition 

opponent or h½9 my opponent 1 s personal or family life. 

I will not use campaign material of any sort wh¼eh that 

misrepresents, distorts, or otherwise falsifies the facts, 

nor will I use malicious or unfounded accusations which that 

aim at creating or exploiting doubts, without justification, 

as to the loyalty and patriotism of my opposition. 

I will not make any appeal to prejudice based on race, 

sex, creed, or national origin. 

I will not undertake or condone any dishonest or 

unethical practice which that tends to corrupt or undermine 

our American system of free elections or which that hampers 

or prevents the full and free expression of the will of the 

voters. 

Insofar as is possible, I will immediately and publicly 

repudiate support deriving from any individual or group 

whieh that resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or the ----

-4-
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position of my political co~ittee or in opposition to that 

of my opponent or an opposing political committee, to the 

methods and tactics that I have pledged not to use or 

condone." 11 

Section 4. Section 13-35-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-35-302. candidates and officers of p_olitical 

committees to be given opportunity to subscribe to caapaign 

practices code publicity. {l} The commissioner of 

eampaigft political practices shall prepare a form wh¼eh that 

contains the code of fair campaign practices provided for in 

13-35-301 and a place for a candidate or officer of a 

political committee to sign the form and to indicate that 

the candidate or officer endorses, subscribes to, and 

pledges to abide by the code. 

(2) Each candidate required to file statements or 

reports with the commissioner and each officer of a 

political committee registered under 13-37-201 sha¼¼ must be 

sent a copy of this form. Signing the form is voluntary, and 

a failure or refusal to sign is not a violation of the 

election laws, A form sha¼¼ must be sent for each election 

as soon as feasible. The signed form 9ha½½ must be returned 

to the commissioner. 

(3) The commissioner shall supply the secretary of 

state, the county registrars, and the city and town clerks 

with forms. Any candidate or officer of a pol it ica1=_ 
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committee not required to file with the commissioner but 

wishing to subscribe to the code may obtain the form from 

the commissioner, the secretary of state, a county 

registrar, or a city or town clerk and may sign the form and 

deliver it to the commissioner." 

Section 5. section 13-37-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-209. Inspection of records random audits 

required. l!l Accounts kept by the campaign treasurer of a 

candidate or political committee may be inspected under 

reasonable circumstances before, during, or after the 

election to which the accounts refer by the campaign 

treasurer of any opposing candidate or political committee 

in the same electoral district. The right of inspection may 

be enforced by appropriate writ issued by any court of 

competent jurisdiction. The campaign treasurers of political 

committees supporting a candidate may be joined with the 

campaign treasurer of the candidate as respondents in ~tteh a 

proceeding. 

ill For each election at which there are one or more 

ballot measures~ the commissioner shall audit the 

statements1- records~ funds, accounts~ and reEorts of one 

political committee working on an initiative ballot measure 

for which a criminal or civil action for a violation of this 

chapter is not barred by the applicable statute of 

limitations. The audited committee must be selected at 
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random. The commissioner shall conduct the audit to 

determine whether: 

(a) expenditures have been made only in furtherance of 

authorized activities and in accordance with applicable 

laws: 

(b) the committee collected and accounted properly for 

all revenues and receipts arising from its activities; and 

(c) all reports and statements required by law are 

prepared in accordance with applicable laws and standard 

principles of accounting and fully disclose the nature and 

scope of the activities conducted by the committee. 

(3) The result of audits conducted under this section 

must be published by the commissioner in written audit 

reports. The reports are public documents and must be made 

available by the commissioner to any member of the public 

upon request. 

(4) There is an audit fee imposed on the audited 

political committee equal to 0.2% of the total money that 

the political committee spent on the initiative campaign. 

The fee is due upon completion of the audit. The 

commissioner ma.x, retain the fee to cover the audit costs." 

Section 6. Section 13-37-216, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-216. Liaitations on contributions. (1) Aggregate 

contributions for all elections in a campaign by an 

individual, other tha-n the candidate, to a candidate and 
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political committees organized on hi:s ~_he candidate's behalf 

are limited as follows: 

(a) for candidates filed jointly for the office of 

governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $1,500; 

(b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

statewide election, other than the candidates for governor 

and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $750; 

(C) for a candidate for public service commissioner, 

district court judge, or state senator, not to exceed $400; 

and 

(d) for a candidate for any other public office, not to 

exceed $250, 

(2) For the purposes of this subsection, an independent 

committee means a committee which that is not specifically 

organized on behalf of a particular candidate or wh±eh that 

is not controlled either directly or indirectly by a 

candidate or candidate's committee and wh±eh that does not 

act jointly with a candidate or candidate's committee in 

conjunction with the making 

contributions. For the 

of expenditures 

purpose of 

or accepting 

limitation on 

contributions, political party organizations are independent 

committees. Aggregate contributions by an independent 

committee to a candidate and political committees organized 

on his a candidate 1 s behalf for all elections in a campaign 

are limited as follows: 

-8-
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(a) for candidates filed jointly for the offices of 

governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $8,000; 

(b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

statewide election, other than the candidates for governor 

and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $2,000; 

(c) for a candidate for public service commissioner, 

7 not to exceed $1,000; 

8 (d) for a candidate for the state senate, not to exceed 

9 $600; 

10 (e) for a candidate for any other public office, not to 

11 exceed $300. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

(3) Aggregate contributions accepted from 12.ersons 

residin.9. or political committees organized outside of 

Montana by a political committee organized in Montana to 

support or oppose a Montana ballot issue may not exceed 491 

16 of total contributions to the political committee in Montana 

17 in any reporting period. 

18 t3ti!l The limitations imposed by this section do not 

19 apply to public funds contributed to a candidate under part 

20 3 of this chapter." 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 7. Codification instruction. 

22 [Section 1) is intended to be codified as an integral part 

23 of Title 13, chapter 35, part 2, and the provisions of Title 

24 13, chapter 35, apply to (section 1). 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Severability. If a part of 
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[this act) is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

from the invalid part remain in effecta If a part of [this 

actl is invalid in· one or more of its applications, the part 

remains in effect in all valid applications that are 

severable from the invalid applications. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0176, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
The bill revises the laws relating to ballot issue campaigns by prohibiting false publications related to a ballot issue, 
requiring compliance review of certain direct-mail campaigns related to ballot issues and limiting out-of-state 
contributions in relation to ballot issue campaigns. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. A Grade 12 0.50 FTE will be necessary in the Office of the Commissioner of Political Practices (commissioner) in order 

to meet the increased workload added by this bill. It is assumed that an average year will include 400 school special 
levy elections, 15 major school bond issues, various county and local bond issues, and statewide ballot issues. 

2. The commissioner must issue an opinion within five working days of receipt of direct mail material which advocates the 
passage or defeat of a ballot issue. It is assumed that cluring the primary election C'.fCle in 1994 (FY94) , six statewide 
ballot issues wi.11 requir," issuance of opinions. Review of these will require contracted services expenses of $JO, 000 
(estimated at $5,000 per issue) for consultation with experts for both sides of each ballot issue. 

3. The bill requires one audit of a po:itical committee per election at which there is at lea.st one ballot issue and allows 
for an audit fee to be charged to cover audit costs. It is impossible to predict the fiscal impact, which could range 
from $500 to $20,000 depending on the size, complexity and duration of the committee (OLA). The commissioner would need 
contracted services authority to provide for payment of the audit costs and this probably would require statutory 
authority. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY '94 FY '95 
Current Law Progosed Law Difference Current Law Pro12Qsed Law Difference 

FTE 3.25 3.75 0.50 3.25 3.75 0.50 
Personal Services 97,697 110,697 13,000 98,021 111,021. 13,000 
Operating Expenses 31,315 61,315 30,000 29,135 29,135 0 
Equipment 1,525 1,525 -0 1,564 1,564 0 
Debt Service 232 232 0 0 0 0 

Total 130,769 173,769 43,000 128,720 141.,720 13,000 

Funding; 
General Fund 130,769 173,769 43,000 128,720 141,720 13,000 

T!ij!';;HNICAL NOTE: 
Following section 5, a state special revenue account and 
deposit of the audit fee and the payment of audit costs. 

a statutory appropriation probably should be inserted for the 

~ d,.,,, "2--L-'1'3 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

DON BIANCHI, PRIMARY SPONSOR 
~3 

DATE 

Fiscal Note for S80176, as introduced 

S/J l'J'I, 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0176, second reading. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
The bill revises the laws relating to ballot issue campaigns by providing for subscriptions to the code of fair campaign 
practices and limiting out-of-state contributions in relation to ballot issue campaigns. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The additional workload imposed on the Office of the Commissioner of Political Practice would be absorbed within the 

current level budget request. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Minimal impact from the current level budget request. 

G~L 2 "/7·93 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

/ '£ _), J /2·,t:u l[-< -z;t.,,...:: ~ 
DON BIANCHI, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

..,,.... - / :? 
DATE 

Fiscal Note for SB0176, second reading 

5 f3 /'Jt• "--2-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
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SENATE BILL NO. 176 

INTRODUCED BY BIANCHI, ELLIOTT, DOWELL, BARDANOUVE, 

HARDING, SWANSON, BRANDEWIE, WANZENRIED, B. BROWN, 

DOHERTY, S. RICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE 

LAWS RELATING TO BALLOT ISSUE CAMPAIGNS; SPBetPteAbb¥ 

PR8HfBf~fN8-PAbSB-PHBbfeA~f8NS-RBbA~BB-'P8--A--BAbbe'l'--tSSHB, 

RBeHtRfN8-e8MPbtAHeB-RBVtBW-8P-eBR~AfN-BfRBe~-MAfb-eAMPAfSNS 

RBbA~BB--~8-BAbb8'f-fSSHBS, PROVIDING FOR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 

CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES BY OFFICERS OF CERTAIN 

POLITICAL COMMITTEES; LIMITING OUT-OF-STATE CONTRIBUTIONS IN 

RELATION TO BALLOT ISSUE CAMPAIGNS; PR8YfBfN6-P8R-AHBf~S-8P 

~HB-B88KS-eP--P8bf~teAb--eeMMf~~BBS--W8RKtN6--8N--fNf~fA~fYB 

BAbbe'l'-MBASHRBS, AND AMENDING SECTIONS i3-35-ii5, 13-35-301, 

13-35-302, i3-,H-i89, AND 13-37-216, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NBW-SBe~f8NT--Seetion-iT--Paise--pablieation--related-to 

baiiot-issae-----penaityT--ttt--A--person--may--not--pablisft 

inforlllllltion--for--the--pttrpoae--o£--±n£¼aeneing--the-vote-of 

another-pereon-on-a-ba¼¼ot-isstte-whefl-the-pereon--pub¼ish½n~ 

the-information-knows-that-the-information-is-ta¼seT 

tit--A--pereon--who-vio¼ates-this-seetion-is-9oi¼ty-ot-a 

M±sdemeanor-and-may-be-pttnished-as-pfOYided-in-46-¼8-2¼%• 

~-,_ ... ,~. ,....,,.. 
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Seetion-r.--seetion-¼3-35-iiS7-MeA7-is-amended-to-read~ 

4 i3-35-ii5T--B¼eet±en-mster±ais-net-to-be-anenymoasT-tit 

Whenever-a-person-ma~es-an-expenditttre-for--the--pttrpose--of 

finaneing-eolllfflttnieatione-ad¥oeatinq-the-stteeees-or-defeat-ot 

a--eandidate,--po¼itiea¼--party,-or-ba¼¼ot-issue-throngft-any 

broadeast*ng---station7---newspaperT----magazineT----otttdoor 

ad¥ertis*ng--faei¼ity7--direet--mai¼ing7--pester7--handbi¼¼7 

bttmper---stieker,---or---other--form--of--qenera¼--po¼itiea¼ 

ad•ertising7---the---eommnnieation----mnst----c¼ear¼y----and 

eonspieuous¼y--state--the-name-and-address-ot-the-person-who 

made-or-tinaneed--the--expenditure--for--t~e--eollU'l'\unieation, 

ine¼ttding-in-the-ease-of-a-po¼itiea¼-eo!llJllittee,-the-naffle-and 

address--oE--the--treasnrer.--eoll\lllttnieations--in--a-partisan 

e¼eetion-tinaneed-by-a-eandidate-or--a--po¼itiea¼--eollllftittee 

organized---on---the---eandidateis--beha¼f--must--state--the 

eandidateis-party-aifi¼iation-or-ine¼ude-the-party-symbo¼• 

tit--it-a-doenment-or-other-artie¼e--of--ad•ertising--is 

too--sma¼¼--for--the--requ¼rements--of--eabseetion-t¼t-to-be 

eon•enient¼y---ine¼ttded 7 ---the----pereen----tinaneing----the 

eomm.ttnieation--sha¼¼--ti¼e--a--eopy--0£-t~e-art*e¼e-with-the 

eolMlissioner o£--po¼it¼ea¼--praetieee 7 --together--w¼th--the 

re~tt¼red-intormation7-prior-to-±ts-pnb¼ie-distr±bnt¼on, 

f3t--ff-any--doeument--or--other--mater±a¼--prepared--to 

adveeate-the-saeeess-or-defeat-of-a-ba¼¼ot-±ssne-and-eovered 

nnder--enbeeetion--t¼t--±s--di~eet¼y--ma±¼ed-to-more-than-S8 
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addressees,-the-doettffle"t-or-other-ffleteria½-fflttst-be-sttbmitted 

to-the-eonu'll±ssioner-net-¼ater-tha"-the-day-of--fflai¼ing,--~he 

eollllftissioner-sha¼¼-with¼n-5-working-days-isstte-a"-opinion-as 

to--whether--the--materia½--is-in-eom~Tianee-with-sttbseetion 

i!h 

t3till ½f-information-reqcired--in--scbseetion--t¼t--is 

inadvertently--omitted--or-not-pr±nted,-ttpon-dieeoverin~-the 

omission,-the-person-£inanein9-the-eofflfflttnieation-sha¼¼--fiie 

notifieation--of-the-omission-with-the-eoauaissiener-within-5 

days-and-make-every-reasonab¼e-eEEort-to-bring-the--fflateria¼ 

into-eomp¼ianee-with-sttbseetion-t¼t•• 

Section 1. Section 13-35-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-J!i-301. Adoption of code of fair caapaign 

practices. The following code of fair campaign practices is 

adopted by Montana: 

"There are basic principles of decency, honesty, and 

fair play that every candidate for public office and every 

officer of a political committee in the United States has a 

moral obligation to observe and uphold, in order that, after 

vigorously contested but fairly conducted campaigns, our 

citizens may exercise their constitutional right to a free 

and untrammeled choice and the will of the people may be 

fully and clearly expressed on the issues before the 

country. Therefore: 

I will conduct my campaign in the best American 
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tradition, discussing the issues as I see them, presenting 

my record and policies with sincerity and frankness, and 

criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of 

my opponent and his my opponent's party vhieh that merit 

stteh criticism. 

I will defend and uphold the right of every qualified 

American voter to full and equal participation in the 

electoral process. 

I will conduct my campaign without the use of personal 

vilification, character defamation, whispering campaigns, 

libel, slander, or scurrilous attacks on my oppesi~ion 

opponent or his my opponent 1 s personal or family life. 

I will not use campaign material of any sort which that 

misrepresents, distorts, or otherwise falsifies the facts, 

nor will I use malicious or unfounded accusations which that 

aim at creating or exploiting doubts, without justification, 

as to the loyalty and patriotism of my opposition. 

I will not make any appeal to prejudice based on race, 

sex, creed, or national origin. 

I will not undertake or condone any dishonest or 

unethical practice whieh that tends to corrupt or undermine 

our American system of free elections or whieh that hampers 

or prevents the full and free expression of the will of the 

voters. 

Insofar as is possible, I will immediately and publicly 

-4- SB 176 
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repudiate support deriving from any individual or group 

which that resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or the 

position of my political committee or in opposition to that 

of my opponent or an opposing political committee, to the 

methods and tactics that I have pledged not to use or 

condone."" 

Section 2. Section 13-35-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-35-302. candidates and officers of E!?_litical 

commit~es to be given opportunity to subscribe to caapaign 

practices code publicity. (1) The commissioner of 

campaigft political practices shall prepare a form wh~eh that 

contains the code of fair campaign practices provided for in 

13-35-301 and a place for a candidate or officer of a 

political committee to sign the form and to indicate that 

the candidate or officer endorses, subscribes to, and 

pledges to abide by the code. 

(2) Each candidate required to file statements or 

reports with the commissioner and each officer of a 

political committee registered under 13-37-201 eha¼l must be 

sent a copy of this form. Signing the form is voluntary, and 

a failure or refusal to sign is not a violation of the 

election laws. A form sha¼¼ must be sent for each election 

as soon as feasible. The signed form ehal¼ must be returned 

to the commissioner. 

(3) The commissioner shall supply the secretary of 
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state, the county registrars, and the city and town clerks 

with forms. Any candidate or officer of a 22_li t ical 

committee not required to file with the commissioner but 

wishing to subscribe to the code may obtain the form from 

the commissioner, the secretary of state, a county 

registrar, or a city or town clerk and may sign the form and 

deliver it to the commissioner~" 

Seetion-5•--Seetion-l3-3T-~89,-MeA,-is-amended-to-read~ 

•¼3-3i-i99.--~ftspeetion--oi--reeords ----raftdom--aadits 

regttired~ f.!.:t Aeeottnts-kept-by-the-eafflpaign-treasttrer--0£--a 

eandidate--or--politieai--eomm¼ttee--may--be-inapeeted-ander 

reaaenab¼e--eireamstanees--before,--durin97--0r--atter---the 

eleetion--te--whieh--tfte--aeeounts--re£er--by--the--eampaign 

treasttrer--0£--any-opposing-eandidate-or-pe½itiea¼-eo!Ml¼ttee 

in-the-same-eieetorai-distriet.-~he-right-of-inspeetion--may 

be--enforeed--by--appropriate--writ--isstted--by-any-eottrt-O£ 

eompetent-;ttrisdietion•-~he-eampaign-treasttrers-of-poiitiea¼ 

eoftllllittees-sttpporting-a-eandidate-may--be--joined--with--the 

eampaign-treasttrer-ef-the-eandidate-as-respondents-in-saeh-a 

proceeding. 

ru--Por--eaeh--eieetion--at-whieh-there-are-one-or-more 

baliot--measuresy---the---eonunissioner 9h8¼¼---fttt,Ht the 

statements,--reeords7 --£ttnde 7 --aeeott"ts,--a"d-repor~~-o£-one 

poiitieai-eofflfflittee-worki"g-on-a"-*"*t*ative-bai¼ot--measttre 

£e~-wh½eh-a-er½m½"ai-or-ctvit-aet~on-for-a-v*ola~ion-o£-this 
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ehapter---is---not--barred--b7--the--appi±eab¼e--statttte--of 

¼imitatie"aT-~he--aadited--eeffllftittee--maat--be--seleeted--at 

ra"demT----~he--colllllliasio"er--sha¼¼--eo"dttet--the--attdit--te 

determine-whether~ 

tat--expenditarea-hawe-beeft-made-e"iy-in-fttrtheranee--of 

aathorized--aetivities--and--in--aeeerdanee--vith-app¼ieab¼e 

laws; 

fbt--the-eo11U11ittee-eo¼ieeted-and-aeeottnted-preper¼y--fer 

a¼¼-rewenaes-and-reeeipte-arising-from-its-aetiYitiesT-aftd 

tet--all--reporta--and--statements--regtt~red--by-¼aw-are 

prepared-in-aeeordanee-with--app¼ieab¼e--¼aws--and--standard 

prineip¼es--ef--aeeoantin9-and-fa¼¼7-dise¼ese-the-netare-and 

seepe-ef-the-aet¼w¼t¼es-eeftdtteted-by-the-ee-itteeT 

t~t--~he-resttlt-ef-attdits-eeftdtteted-ttftder--this--seet¼en 

mttst--be--p~blished--by--the--eemmiss¼ener--in-written-ettdit 

reportsT-~he-reports-are-pttb¼ie-doemnents-and-mttst--be--made 

a•a±¼ab¼e--by--the--eo1B11L±ss±oner-to-any-member-of-the-pttb¼±e 

upen-regnest-. 

t•t--~here-±s--an--aad±t--fee--±mposed--on--the--aud±ted 

po¼it±ea¼--eomm±ttee--eqaa¼--to-6-.it-ef-the-tota¼-money-that 

the-po¼itiea¼-eommittee-spent-on--the--initiati•e--campai9n• 

~he---ree---±s---dne--npen--eomp¼etien--of--the--andit-.--~he 

ee111111issioner-ma~-retain-the-fee-te-eeyer-the-andit-eosts•• 

Section 3. Section 13-37-216, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-216. Liaitations on contributions. (l) Aggregate 
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contributions far all elections in a campaign by an 

individual, other than the candidate, to a candidate and 

political committees organized on his the candidate's behalf 

are limited as follows: 

(a) for candidates filed jointly for the office of 

governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $1,500; 

(b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

statewide election, other than the candidates for governor 

and lieutenant governor, not to exceed ~750; 

(c) for a candidate for public service commissioner, 

district court judge, or state senator, not to exceed $400; 

and 

(d) for a candidate for any other public office, not to 

exceed $250. 

(2) For the purposes of this subsection, an independent 

committee means a committee which that is not specifically 

organized on behalf of a particular candidate or which that 

is not controlled either directly or indirectly by a 

candidate or candidate's committee and wh½eh that does not 

act jointly with a candidate or candidate's committee in 

conjunction with the making of expenditures or accepting 

contributions. For the purpose of limitation on 

contributions, political party organizations are independent 

committees. Aggregate contributions by an independent 

committee to a candidate and political committees organized 
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on h¼s a candidate's behalf for all elections in a campaign 

are limited as follows: 

(a) for candidates filed jointly for the offices of 

governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $8,000; 

(b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

statewide election, other than the candidates for governor 

and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $2,000: 

(c) for a candidate for public service commissioner, 

9 not to exceed $1,000; 

10 (d) for a candidate for the state senate, not to exceed 

11 $600; 

12 (e) for a candidate for any other public office, not to 

13 exceed $300. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

(3) Aggregate contributions accepted from ~rsons 

residin.9. or political committees organized outside of 

Montana by a Political committee organized i~ MQntana to 

support or oppose a Montana ballot issue may not exceed 49\ 

of total contributions to the Political committee in Montana 

in any reporting period. 

t3till The limitations imposed by this section do not 

21 apply to public funds contributed to a candidate under part 

22 3 of this chapter.• 

23 New-sae~l9NT--Seet¼en-~.--eod¼fieat¼on------±nstraetion. 

24 fSection-¼t-¼s-¼nteftded-~e-be-eoditied-as-en--inte9ra¼--pert 

25 e£-~it¼e-¼37-ehspter-35T-part-i7-and-the-pre•isi0ns-ef-~it¼e 
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¼37-ehapte~-357-app¼y-te-tseetien-¼t~ 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Severability. If a part of 

(this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

remains in effect in all valid applications that are 

severable from the invalid applications. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO, 176 

INTRODUCED BY BIANCHI, ELLIOTT, DOWELL, BAROANOUVE, 

HARDING, SWANSON, BRANDEWIE, WANZENRIEO, B. BROWN, 

OOHERTY, S. RICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE 

LAWS RELATING TO BALLOT ISSUE CAMPAIGNS; SPBefPfeAhh'il! 

PR8HfBt•tN8-PAh9B-PYBhteA•fflNS-RBhA•BB-'1'8--A--BAhh&r--f99HB7 

RBetlfRfN8-eeMPhfANeB-RBYfBW-8P-eBR•AtN-BfRBe•-MAth-eAMPAf8N9 

RBhA•BB--'1'8-BAbh&r-f9BHBS7 PROVIDING FOR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 

CODE OP PAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES BY OFFICERS OF CERTAIN 

POLITICAL COMMITTEES; LIMITING OIJ'l'-OP-STATE CONTRIBUTIONS IN 

RELATION TO BALLOT ISSUE CAMPAIGNS; PR8YfBfN8-P8R-AYBfH-8P 

YHB-888119-BP--P8bfYfeA&--eeMMf'P'P!!BS--W8RHfN8--eN--fNfYfAYfVB 

BAhh&r-MBASYRBST ANO AMENDING SECTIONS 13-35-iiST 13-35-301, 

13-35-302, i3-3~-i89T ANO 13-37-216, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NBW-see•teNT--Seetion-iT--Palae--pablieatton--related-to 

ballot-iaane-----penaityT--tlt--A--person--aay--not--pablish 

inforaatton--for--the--parpose--of--inflneneing--the-••te-of 

another-peraon-on-a-be¼¼o~-ieeee-when-the-peraon--pab¼ishing 

the-inforaation-~newa-that-the-tnforlftation-ie-fa¼eeT 

til--A--pereon--who-vio¼ates-this-aeetion-ts-gai¼ty-of-a 

misdemeanor-and-May-be-paniahed-as-pro•ided-in-46-½8-i½iT 

~.-... ~-,-
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Seetion-iT--Seetton-¼3-35-iiST-MeAT-is-a■ended-to-readT 

•13-35-iiST--Bleetton-aatertals-not-to-be-anonyaonsT-t¼t 

Whenewer-a-peraon--ke■-an-ewpen~t~are-fer--~he--parpose--ef 

finane¼n9-eom■nn¼eationa-•d•oeattn9-the-stteeess-or-defeat-of 

•--eandidateT--pol¼tieal--partyT-or-ba¼lot-issne-thron9h-any 

broadea■ting---ststion7---newspaper7----aa9a■tneT----otttdoor 

ad•ertlstn9--faeilityT--direet--aat¼in9T--po■terT--handbt¼l7 

bamper---st¼eker7---er---other--fera--of--9enera¼--pel¼tiea¼ 

ad•ert¼aingy---the---eomannieation----■nst----e¼eariy----aftd 

eonspienoasly--state--the-na■e-and-address-of-the-person-whe 

aade-or-finaneed--the--e•pend¼tnre--for--the--e0Mfflttft¼eetien7 

tnelndtn9-¼n-the-ea■e-of-a-po¼ities¼-eo■■ittee7-the-naae-and 

eddreaa--ef--the--treaaarerT--eo-anieat¼ena--in--a-partisan 

e¼eetion-finaneed-~y-a-eand¼date-or--a--pe¼itiea¼--eol'Ulittee 

organized---on---the---eandidateia--beha¼f--mast--state--the 

eandidateia-party-afftiiation-or-ine¼ade-the-party-sy■bola 

ti¼--ff-a-doeament-er-other-artiele--of--ad•ert¼sing--is 

too--s"'8l¼--for--the--reqnire■ent■--of--snbseetion-tlt-to-be 

eon•eniently---ine¼aded7---the----person----ftnanetn9----the 

eo■ann½estion--shsl½--file--s--eopy--of-the-artiele-vith-the 

e0111111iaaioner of--po¼itieal--praetiees7 --together--vith--the 

reqaired-tnfor■ation7-prior-to-its-pab¼ie-diatribatienT 

f3t--lf-any--doeument--er--other--material--prepared--to 

ad•oeate-~he-suee~ss-or-deteat-of-a-ha¼¼ot-issae-and-eo•~red 

aflder--aubs~E!to"~:J..!1::-~9--d~r~et½y--ma±¼ed-to-mor~-~han-~~ 
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addreaseesz-the-doeament-or-other-aaterial-mnet-be-snbnlitted 

te-the-e~issioner-not-¼ater-than-the-day-of--aai¼inq•--~he 

eetNlisstoner-sha¼¼-with¼ft-5-werktng-days-isene-an-epinion-■s 

to--whether--the--material--is-in-ee111p½ianee-with-subeeetion 

±!.1!. 
t3t1!1 tf-infor-tion-reqaired--in--sabseetion--t¼t--¼s 

inad•ertent¼y--emitted--er-net-printedy-upon-diseewering-the 

e111ission7-the-person-finanein9-~he-eMlftltlnieat½en-sha¼¼--fiie 

notification--ef-the-oaissien-with-the-eeamissiener-with¼n-5 

days-and--ke-e•ery-reasoneb¼e-efftwt-te-brin9-the--J1U:teria¼ 

into-eM1piiance-with-snbsect¼on-t¼t•• 

Section 1. Section 13-35-301, MCA, ia amended to read: 

"13-35-301. Adoption of code of fair c._ign 

practices. The following code of fair campaign practices is 

adopted by Montana: 

•There are basic principle& of decency, honesty, and 

fair play that every candidate for public office and every 

officer of a political coaaittee in the United States has a 

llOral obligation to observe and uphold, in order that, after 

vigorously contested but fairly conducted campaigns, our 

citizens aay exercise their constitutional right to a free 

and untra-eled choice and the will of the people may be 

fully and clearly expressed on the issues before the 

country. Therefore: 

I will conduct my campaign in the best American 
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tradition, discussing the issues as I see them, presenting 

my record and policies with sincerity and frankness, and 

criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of 

my opponent and hia my opponent's party which that merit 

s~eh criticisma 

I will defend and uphold the right of every qualified 

American voter to full and equal participation in the 

electoral process. 

I will conduct my campaign without the use of personal 

vilification, character defamation, whispering campaigns, 

libel, slander, or scurrilous attacks on my oppesi~ion 

opponent or ht■ •y opponent's personal or fa■ily life. 

I will not use campaign material of any aort wh¼eh that 

misrepresents, distorts, or otherwise falsifies the facts, 

nor will I use aaliciou■ or unfounded accusations wh¼eh that 

aim at creating or exploiting doubts, without justification, 

as to the loyalty and patriotism of my opposition. 

I will not make any appeal to prejudice based on race, 

sex, creed, or national origin. 

I will not undertake or condone any dishonest or 

unethical practice whieh that tends to corrupt or undermine 

our American systea of free elections or wh¼eh that hampers 

or prevents the full and free expression of the will of the 

voters. 

Insofar as is possible, I will i,...ediately and publicly 
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repudiate support deriving from any individual or group 

which that resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or the 

position of my political comaittee or in opposition to that 

of ny opponent or an opposing political COIDlllittee, to the 

methods and tactics that I have pledged not to use or 

condone4•• 

Section 2. Section 13-35-302, MCA, is ...,ended to read: 

•13-35-302. candidates and officers of J:!!:!_litical 

c0111111it~ees to be given opportunity to subscribe to caapaign 

practices code publicity. (l) The commissioner of 

eaapaign political practices shall prepare a form whieh that 

contains the code of fair campaign practices provided for in 

13-35-301 and a place for a candidate or officer of a 

political committee to sign the form and to indicate that 

the candidate or offl~~ endorses, subscribes to, and 

pledges to abide by the code. 

(2) Each· candidate required to file statements or 

reports with the commissioner and each officer of a 

political conunittee registered under 13-37-201 aha¼¼ must be 

sent a copy of this form. Signing the form is voluntary, and 

a failure or refusal to sign is not a violation of the 

election laws. A form 9ha¼¼ must be sent for each election 

as soon as feasible. The signed form sha¼¼ must be returned 

to the commissioner. 

(3) The commissioner shall supply the secretary of 
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stater the county registrarsr and the city and town clerks 

with forms. Any candidate or __ offi~~f_ of a 22_li t ical 

coaunittee not required to file with the commissioner but 

wishing to subscribe to the code may obtain the form fr0111 

the c0111111issionerr the secretary of st•ter a county 

registrar, or a city or town clerk and aay sign the form and 

deliver it to the COllllllisaioner.• 

Seetion-5T--Seetion-¼3-3i-i897-MeA7-i9-a■ended-to-readT 

•t3-3i-i89T--fn9peetion--of--reeord9 ----rand---andits 

reqniredT ill Aeeonnts-kept-by-the-ea■paign-treasnrer--of--a 
eandida~e--or--po¼i~iee¼--ee1111¼t~ee---y--be-¼nepee~ed-ander 

reaaoneb¼e--eirea••~•nee■--before7--dttr¼n97--0r--after---the 

eleetion--ta--whieh--the--aeeonnta--refer--by--the--ea■pai9n 

treaearer--af--any-oppos¼n9-eand¼dete-or-po¼¼tiea¼-eoB1111i~tee 

¼n-the-ea•e-e¼eetera¼-d¼9~rietT-9he-r¼ght-of-¼nspeetien--111ay 

be--enforeed--by--apprepria~e--wr¼t--¼satted--by-any-eeart-of 

ee111petent-;ttrisdictien•-•he-eampai~n-~rea9ttrers-ef-pe¼¼tiee¼ 

eoftllllitteea-supportin9-e-eandidate-mey--be--;oined--wi~h--the 

ea■paign-~reasttrer-ei-the-cendidate-as-respendenta-in-sneh-a 

preeeeding, 

~1.:..:Per--each--e¼eetio"--at-which-there-are-ene-er-mere 

bai¼ot--Measttre97---~h~---eelftfflissio"er---sha¼¼---e~dit---the 

stetements7--reeo~ds7--f~nds7--eeeeunta7--and-reports-of-one 

~¼! !.'!~~.!.-~~"'!!! t te~ -:!~~• 1: ng-en-an_-i nit i'a~ i •e-ba t iot --~~~ 

f~~ -~~_!-~~-a-er !~'t ~.aJ_:~~ - e!_vi- ¼-ae~i-eft-fer-a-~!~!~ t ion - of -t-hi • 
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ehapter---ts---not--loarred--by--the--apptteabie--etatate--of 

li•itatien•~-~he--aadi~ed--eet11111ittee--mast--he--se¼eeted--at 

reftdMtT----ft.ie--ee11111iasioner--sha¼¼--eondaet--the--aadit--te 

deterain-e-whether~ 

t•t--etrpeftditares-ha•e-been-11ade-only-in-fartheranee--ef 

aatherized--aetiw¼t¼es--end--in--accordenee--with-app¼ieah¼e 

laws; 

tbt--the-e.,..ittee-eotleeted-and-aeeoanted-properiy--for 

a¼l-rewenaes-and-reeeipte-a~iein9-frD111-its-aeti•¼tie•;-and 

tet--aii--reports--and--.stateaents--rtt9aired--by-iav-are 

preparN-in-accordanee-with--app¼ieaele--lawe--and--etandard 

prineip¼es--of--■eeoantin9-and-fally-diselose-the-n■tar~-•nd 

aeope-of-the-■etiwities-eondaeted-1,y-the--ittee~ 

t~t--~he-re■alt-of-aadits-eoadaeted-ander--thia--■eetion 

-t--be--ebii■hed--by--the--eeaaiasioner--ia-written-aadit 

reportsT-9he-reperte-are-pab¼ie-deea■enta-and-•aet--be--.. de 

•••i¼able--by--tfte--eoillaiasioner-te-any-■ember-ef-~he-pnh¼ie 

apen-regee■t• 

t•t--~here-ie--an--aadit--fee--i■posed--on--the--aadited 

pelitieal--ewittee--egaal--to-8Ti,-of-the-tota¼-aeney-that 

the-pelitieel-e-■ittee-■pent-on--the--initi■tiwe--e...,,.i9nT 

~he---fee---ia---dae--apen--eoapietion--of--the--■aditT--~e 

eo1111:iae¼ene~-aay-re~■in-~he-fee-t~-eo•er-~he-aadi~-eea~eT• 

Section 3. Section 13-37-216, NCA, ie amended to re•d: 

•13-37-216. Li■itationa on contribution■• (1) Aggregate 
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contributions for all elections in a campaign by an 

individual, other than the candidater to a candidate and 

political cOIDilllittees organized on his the ~~ndidat~!s behalf 

are limited as follows: 

(al for candidates filed jointly for the office of 

governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $1,500: 

(b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

statewide electionr other than the candidates for governor 

and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $750: 

(ct for a candidate for public service conaissioner, 

district court judge, or state senator, not to exceed $400: 

and 

(d) for a candidate for any other public office, not to 

exceed $250. 

(2) For the purposes of this subsection, an independent 

coamittee ■eans a coiaittee whieh that is not specifically 

organized on behalf of a particular candidate or whieh that 

is not controlled either directly or indirectly by a 

candidate or candidate's c0111111ittee and whieh that does not 

act jointly with a candidate or candidate's committee in 

conjunction with the aaking of expenditures or accepting 

contributions. For the purpose of limitation on 

contributions. political party organizations are independent 

committees. Aggregate contributions by an independent 

coamittee to a candidate and political committees organized 
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on h½s a candidate"s behalf for all elections in a campaign 

are limited as follows: 

(a) for candidates filed jointly for the offices of 

governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $8,000; 

(b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

statewide election, othec than the candidates for governor 

and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $2,000; 

(c) for a candidate for public service c0R1111issioner, 

9 not to exceed $1,000; 

10 (di for a candidate for the state senate, not to exceed 

11 $600; 

12 (el for a candidate for any other public office, not to 

13 exceed $300. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

(J) Aggregate contributions accepted from ~rsons 

residin!J or political comaittees organized outside of 

Montana by a political co11111ittee organized in ~ontana to 

support or oppose a Montana ballot issue may not exceed 49\ 

of total co~tributiona to t~!!...l!!!.litical conmittee in Montana 

in any reporting period. 

t3till The limitations imposed by this section do not 

21 apply to public funds contributed to a candidate under part 

22 J of this chapter.• 

23 NBW-eee•t8NT--8eetieft-io--eedifteeeien------½natrue~ien~ 

24 tseetien-¼i-ie-int@nde~-te-b@-eodified-as-aft--in~eqra¼--part 

25 of-Tit¼e-l37-eftspter-357-part-i7-and-the-pro•iaiona-of-Title 
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l37-ehapter-357-apply-to-faeet½an-¼t~ 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. severability. If a part of 

(this act) is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

act) is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

remain■ in effect in all valid applications that are 

aeverable froa the invalid applications. 

-End-
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