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BILL NO. | “

INTRODUCED BY /ﬁ&? L .
7

Y/

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:

"AN ACT PERMITTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO RELEASE INFORMATION OBTAINED
FROM APPLICATIONS FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION LICENSES QR FROM
SMALL MIMNERS AFTER A DETERMINATION THAT THE NEED FOR PUBLIC
DISCLOSURE OUTWEIGHS THE PRIVACY RIGHTS QF THE APPLICANT;
AMENDING SECTION 82-4-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE

EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTARNA:

Section 1. Section 82-4-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"82-4-306. Confidentiality of application information.
{1} Except as provided in subsections (2) and--t33} through
14), any information obtained by the board or by the

director or his the director's stafE by virtue of

applications for exploraticon licenses and all information
obtained from small miners is confidential between the board
and the applicant, except as to the name of the applicant
and the county of proposed operation; provided that all
activities conducted subseqguent to exploration and other
associated facilities shai}--be are public information and
conducted under an operating permit.

{(2) The department may disclose information referred to
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in subsection (1) to the public on reguest after a

determination by the director that the privacy rights of the

applicant are outweighed by the need for public disclosure.

t23(3) Any information referenced in subsection (1) is
properly admissible in any hearing conducted by the
director, the board, appeals board, or in any judicial
proceeding to which the director and the applicant are
parties and is not confidential when a violation of this
part or rules adopted under this part has been determined by
the department or by judicial order.

t33(4) The department may disclose information obtained
by the board, the commissioner, or department staff ELrom
exploration 1license applications and from small miners for
exploration or mining on state and federal lands that
identifies the location of exploration and mining activities
and that describes the surface disturbance that is occurring
or projected to occur. The department may not disclose a
licensee's or small miner's proprietary geological
informaticn.

t43(5) Failure to comply with the secrecy provisions of
this part is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is

effective on passage and approval.

-End-
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SB 0171/02

APPROYED BY COMM. ON
NATURAL RESQURCES

SENATE BILL NO. 171

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMIPPINS REQUIRING
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO RELEASE INFORMATION
OBTAINED FROM APPLICATIONS FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION LICENSES
OR FROM SMALL MINERS APTBR-A-BE?ERH*HAT*GH—?HAT-QHE—NBBB—PBR
PBBbie--BisehGSBRB-'GHTHB§GHB~—THE——PRIVAEY--R*GHTS-—GP--QHE

APPLIGAN® UNLESS THE DEMANDS OF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY CLEARLY

EXCEED THE MERITS OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE; AMENDING SECTION

g2-4-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AR IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 82-4-306, MCA, is amended to read:
“g2-4-306, Confidentiality of applicatiomn information.

(1) Except as provided in aphssctions SUBSECTION (2) and-+3%y

through-t43y, any information obtained by the board or by the

directer COMMISSIONER or his the directorts COMMISSIONER'S

staff by virtue of applications for exploration licenses and
all information obtained from small miners is confidential
betneen—the—board—and—the-appi§cant1-etcepe-aa—to-—the——name
ef--the——appiieant—-and——ehe——county--a£~praposed-operation7
previded—-that——aii-—activ&ties--conducted——-subsequent—--te
expieration——and——oeher—-aasociated-—éaeiiitiea—ahnii-be are

pubi&c—inéernetion—and-eonducted-under—aa-—eperaeing--perltt
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OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION.

{2) The department may NOT disclose information

referred to in gsubsection (1) to the public en-sequese-afeer

a--determination--py-~the--directer IF THE COMMISSIONER

DETERMINES that the privaey--vights--ef-+the-gppiicant-are

outweighed-by-the-nesed-foy DEMANDS OQF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY

CLEARLY EXCEED THE MERITS OF public discleosure.

+24(3) Any--information-referenced-in-subsection—{1¥-isa
preperiy-—-admissible——in--any--hearing--conducted——-by---the
directory--the--poard;--appeais--boardy--or—-in-any-judiciai
proceeding-to-which--the--dirececor--and--the--appiicant—-are
parties--and--+s-—-not——confidentiai-when-a-viotation-of-ehis
part-or-rules-adepted-under-this-part-has-been-determined-by
the-department-or—-by-judiciat-orders

t33t4} The-department-may-disciose-information-obtained
by-the-boardr-the-commissionery--or-—department-——-scaff-—-£feom
expioration--ticense--appiications-and-from-smati-miners-for
exploration-or--mining--on--state--and--federait-—-ianda--that
tdentifien-the-iscation-of-expioration-and-mining-activitias
and-that-describes-the-surface-discurbance-that-is-oceurring
er--projected--to--occurz--The-departmene-may-not-disciose-a
tieenseets-~-or---smati---mineris---preprietary---geotogicat
informations

t43{5) Pazriure-to-compiy-with-the-secrecy-provisions-of

this--part--ts—-punishabie--by--a--fine--of--up-—-to--5t;680<

-2- sB 171

SECOND READING
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INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY CONCERNS INCLUDE COMPETITIVELY SENSITIVE

AND PROPRIETARY GEOLOGICAL INFORMATION."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Egffective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-

-3- SB 171
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SENATE BILL NO. 171

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT PERMIPFING REQUIRING
wyE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO RELEASE INFORMATION
OBTAINED PROM APPLICATIONS FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION LICENSES
OR FROM SMALL MINERS APZER-A-BETERMIRATION-THAY - PHE-NEHB-POR
PUBL 18- -DEBELOSURE-—OUPWETGHS - ~PHE--PREVACY --RIGHTS——OF—-FHE

APPBIEANP UNLESS THE DEMANDS OF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY CLEARLY

EXCEED THE MERITS QP PUBLIC DISCLOSURE; AMENDING SECTION

B2-4-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 82-4-306, MCA, is amended to read:
=g2-4-306. Confidentiality of application information.

(1) Except as provided in subsectiona SUBSECTION (2) and-t3%

through-{4}, any information obtained by the board or by the

director COMMISSIONER or nis the direetorts COMMISSIONER'S

staff by virtue of applications for exploration licenses and
all information obtained from small miners is confidential
beeueen-the—beard—-nd-the—nppiieaney-e:cept—n-—ee--ehe--nane
ef—-the——appiieant-—und—-the--eeuney-—oi-p!epcaed-eperaeion:
providedw—thae—-aii--aceivitien-—eanducted—-—subaeqﬂent—-—to
etptorntion-—und—-ether--nssoeiaeed--ﬁneiiitiea-shaii—be are

pubiic-infee-neion—and-eonduetea-under-an--operating-—pernit
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OPEN_TO. PUBLIC INSPECTIQON.

{2) The department may NOT disclose information

referred to in subsection (1) to the public on-request—-after

a--determination--by--the—-director IFP THE COMMISSIONER

DETERMINES that the privacy--rights—-of-the-appiicant-are

outweighed-by-the-need-for DEMANDS OF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY

CLEARLY EXCEED THE MERITS OF public disclosure.

t+23{3) Any--information-referenced-in-subsection-ti}-is
properiy--admissible--in--any--hearing--conducted-—-by-——the
divectory——the--boardr-—-appeais--beardy--or—-in-any-judiciai
proceeding—to-which--the--director--and--the--appiicant--are
pnrtiea--nnd——ia-—not--coﬁiidentiai—when-e-véoiatien-ef-thia
part-or-ruies-adopted-under-this-part-has-been-determined-by
the-department-or-by-judiciat-orders

t33t4) The-department-may-disciose-information-cbtained
by-the-boardy-the-commiasionery--or--department——staff--from
exploration--iicense--appiicatiens-and-from-smaii-miners-for
enpiorotion—or--nining——on-—ataee—-and--iederni;-iands--thah
ftdentifies-the-location-of-exploration-and-nining—activities
and-that-describes-the-surface-disturbance-that-is-oceurring
or--projected--to--oecurs-—-Fhe-department-may-not-disciose-a
ticensmeln---or---smati---minerls---preprietary---geotogicai
informationr

t44£5% Paiiure—to-cénpiy—with—the-seereey—provisions-of

this--part--ts--punishabie--by--a--fine--of--up--te--917008~

-2- SB 171
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INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY CONCERNS INCLUDE COMPETITIVELY SENSITIVE

AND PROPRIETARY GEDLOGICAL INFORMATION."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-

-3- S8 171






