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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO RELEASE INFORMATION OBTAINED 

FROM APPLICATIONS FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION LICENSES OR FROM 

SMALL MINERS AFTER A DETERMINATION THAT THE NEED FOR PUBLIC 

DISCLOSURE OUTWEIGHS THE PRIVACY RIGHTS OF THE APPLICANT; 

AMENDING SECTION 82-4-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 82-4-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

"82-4-306. Confidentiality of application information. 

(1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and--t3t through 

ill, any information obtained by the board or by the 

director or his the director's staff by virtue of 

applications for exploration licenses and all information 

obtained from small miners is confidential between the board 

and the applicant, except as to the name of the applicant 

and the county of proposed operation; provided that all 

activities conducted subsequent to exploration and other 

associated facilities sha¼¼--be are public information and 

conducted under an operating permit. 

(2) The department may disclose information referred to 
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in subsec.tion I 1) to the public on request after a 

determination by the director that the privacy tights of the 

applicant are outweighed by the need for public disclosure. 

titlll. Any information referenced in subsection (1) is 

propecly admissible in any hearing conducted by the 

director, the board, appeals board, or in any judicial 

proceeding to which the director and the applicant are 

parties and is not confidential when a violation of this 

part or rules adopted undec this part has been determined by 

the department or by judicial order. 

f3tl!l The department may disclose information obtained 

by the board, the commissioner, or department staff from 

exploration license applications and from small miners for 

exploration or mining on state and federal lands that 

identifies the location of exploration and mining activities 

and that describes the surface disturbance that is occurring 

or projected to occur. The department may not disclose a 

licensee's 

information. 

or small miner 1 s proprietary geological 

t◄ till_ Failure to comply with the secrecy provisions of 

this part is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000. 1
' 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act l 

effective on passage and approval. 

is 

-End-

-2- ~13 171 
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APPROVED BY COMM, ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

SENATE BILL NO, 171 

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PBRMl'P'PIHS fil,Q_UIRING 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO RELEASE INFORMATION 

OBTAINED FROM APPLICATIONS FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION LICENSES 

OR FROM SMALL MINERS M"l'BR-A-9B'Pl!RMINA~l8N-~HA~-~HB-HBB9-PEIR 

PHBble--e1seb8SHRB--ee'fWBl8HS--~HB--PRIVAe¥--Rl8H~S--8P--~HB 

APPbleAN~ UNLESS THE DEMANDS OF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY CLEARLY 

EXCEED THE MERITS OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE; AMENDING SECTION 

82-4-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 82-4-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

"82-4-306. Confidentiality of application inforaation. 

(1) Except as provided in sdbaeetions SUBSECTION (2) and-t3t 

throd3!!::ill, any information obtained by the board or by the 

director COMl4_ISSIONER or his the 4ireetor~s C:OMMI5_SIONER'S 

staff by virtue of applications for exploration licenses and 

all information obtained from small miners is confidential 

between-the-beard-and-the-app¼ieantT-exeept-aa-te--the--name 

ef--the--app½ieant--and--the--cottnty--ef-proposed-operat¼oftT 

~revided--that--a¼¼--aet½•½t½ea--eendtteted---ettbse~ttent---te 

exp¼orat%on--and--ot~er--asa0eiated--faei¼itiee-eha¼¼-be !!.,!_ 

pttbiie-¼nferma~~on-and-eondaeted-ttnder-an--operatinq--per■it 
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OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION. 

ill The de.eartment max NOT disclose information 

referred to in subsection (1) to the public on-regttest-after 

e--determination--by--the--direetor IF THE COMMISSIONER 

DETERMINES that the priYaey--rights--of-the-eppiieent-are 

otttw~ighed-by-the-need-for DEMANDS OF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY 

CLEARLY EXCEED THE MERITS OF public disclosure. 

titill An7--informetion-refereneed-in-sttbseetion-tlt-is 

properly--admiesible--in--any--hearing--eondtteted---by---the 

director7--the--board7--appeale--board7--or--in-any-;adieia¼ 

proeeedin9-to-which--the--director--and--the--app¼±eant--are 

partiee--and--is--not--eontidentia¼-when-a-•iolation-of-this 

part-or-rales-adopted-ander-this-r,art-has-been-determined-by 

the-department-or-by-;adieia¼-orderT 

t3tf!i ~he-department-may-disciose-inforfflation-obtained 

by-the-board7-the-eommissioner7--or--department--staff--frem 

exp¼oration--¼ieense--app¼ieations-and-£rom-sfflal¼-miners-for 

exploration-or--mining--on--9tate--and--£edera¼--¼ands--that 

identifies-tfte-¼eeatien-ef-exp¼oratien-and-minin9-aetiYities 

and-that-deseribes-tfte-sttrfaee-d¼stttrbanee-that-is-oeearrin~ 

or--projeeted--to--oeettre--~he-der,artment-may-not-dise¼ose-a 

¼ieenseei9---or---sma¼l---minerLs---preprietery---geo¼ogiea¼ 

informatione 

t•t~ Pai¼are-to-eompiy-with-the-seereey-provisions-of 

this--part--is--p~"•shabte--by--a--f•ne--of--dp--to--$¼7999. 

-2- SB 17 l 

SECOND READING 



SB 01'11/02 

1 INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY CONCERNS INCLUDE COMPETITIVELY SENSITIVE 

2 AND PROPRIETARY GEOLOGICAL INFORMATION." 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act} is 

4 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-3- SB 171 
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SENATE BILL NO. 171 

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PIIIU4ffffll8 REQUIRING 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO RELEASE INFORMATION 

OBTAINED FROM APPLICATIONS FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION LICENSES 

OR FROM SMALL MINERS Al"fBR-A-Bll'fllRMfNA~fl!N-'l'BA1'-'l'IIB-NBBB-P8R 

P8Bhte--MSe&eSBRB--88fllBHHS--~BB--PRfYAe¥--Rt&ll'fS--8P--'l'IIB 

APP&teAll'l' UNLESS THE DEMANDS OF IMDIVIDUAL PRIVACY CLEARLY 

EXCEED THE MERITS OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: AMEMDING SECTION 

82-4-306, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 82-4-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

"82-4-306. confidentiality of application inforaation. 

(1) Except as provided in sabaeetians SUBSECTION (2) and-t3t 

throa9h-t4t, any information obtained by the board or by the 

direetor COMMISSIONER or hie the direetor~s COMMISSIONER'S 

staff by virtue of applications for exploration licenses and 

all information obtained from saall miners is eonfidentiai 

between-the-baard-and-the-app¼ieant7-e•ee~-•■-to--the--na■e 

of--the--appiieant--and--the--e&11nty--of-prapaaed-eperation7 

pre•ided--that--ail--aeti•itiea--eandaeted---aaba~ent---te 

expiaration--and--other--assee½ated--fae½itttea-ahaii-be ~ 

pabiie-infer■ation-and-eondaeted-ander-an--aperatin9--per■it 
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SB 0171/02 

OPEN TO-PUBLIC INSPECTION. 

ill The del!!,rt■ent ■al'. NOT disclose information 

referred to in subsection (1) to the public on-reqaeat-after 

a--deter■ination--by--the--direetor IF THE COMMISSIONER 

DETERMINES that the P!*••er--ri9hts--ef-the-appiieant-are 

&11twei9hed-by-the-need-fer DEMANDS OF INDIVIDUAL ~PRIVACY 

CLEARLY EXCEED THE MERITS OF public disclosure. 

titill Any--tnfor .. tion-refereneed-in-sabseetien-t¼t-ia 

properiy--ad■iaaibie--in--any--hearin9--eendaeted---by---the 

direeter7--the--beard7--appeaia--board7--er--in-any-;adietai 

preeeedin9-te-whieh--the--direetor--and--the--appiieant--are 

par~ie■--and--¼■--noe--een£iden~ia¼-when-e-•io¼ation-ef-~h¼s 

part-or-raies-adopted-ander-this-part-has-been-determined-by 

the-department-er-by-;adieiai-orderT 

t3till ~he-department-B1Sy-diseiose-inforn,ation-obtained 

by-~he-board7-the-eD1B111iesioner7--er--department--staff--from 

exp¼eratian--¼ieense--app¼ieations-and-from-s■a¼¼-miners-for 

e•p¼oration-or--■inin9--on--state--and--federa¼--iands--that 

identiftes-the-¼eeation-ef-expioratien-and-mining-aeti•ities 

and-that-deser¼bes-the-aarfaee-distarbanee-that-is-eeearrin9 

er--pre;eeted--te--eee~rT--9he-department-may-net-dise¼ese-a 

¼ieenseeia---er---sma¼¼---■ineris---preprietary---geo¼egiea¼ 

inforaatienT 

t•t~ Pai¼ure-to-eomp¼y-wtth-the-secreey-pro•isiens-of 

this--part--ia--pan¼ahabie--by--a--f¼"e--ef--ap--to--&i7999T 

-2- SB 171 

THIRD READING 
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l INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY CONCERNS INCLUDE COMPETITIVELY SENSITIVE 

2 AND PROPRIETARY GEOLOGICAL INFORMATION." 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Bffective date. (This act I is 

4 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-3- SB 171 




