
SENATE BILL NO. 142 

INTRODUCED BY AKLESTAD, LYNCH, GAGE, HALLIGAN, 
J. RICE, PETERSON, MENAHAN 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

JANUARY 14, 1993 

JANUARY 20, 1993 

JANUARY 21, 1993 

JANUARY 22, 1993 

JANUARY 23, 1993 

MARCH 5, 1993 

MARCH 8, 1993 

MARCH 10, 1993 

MARCH 11, 1993 

MARCH 12, 1993 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 38; NOES, 11. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 77; NOES, 21. 

RETURNED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 



REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VI, 

SECTION 10, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE A UNIFORM 

TIME LIMIT FOR GUBERNATORIAL ACTION ON LEGISLATION BY 

INCREASING THE TIME THE GOVERNOR HAS TO ACT ON A BILL WHILE 

THE LEGISLATURE IS IN SESSION AND REDUCING THE TIME THE 

GOVERNOR HAS TO ACT ON A BILL AFTER THE LEGISLATURE HAS 

ADJOURNED." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article VI, section 10, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

"Section 10. Veto power. (1) Each bill passed by the 

legislature, except bills proposing amendments to the 

Montana constitution, bills ratifying proposed amendments to 

the United States constitution, resolutions, and initiative 

and referendum measures, shall be submitted to the governor 

for his signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill 

within £±•e 10 days after its delivery to him if-the 

¼eg½s%attt~e--is--ift--sessieft--or--withift--i5--dsye--½£---the 

¼eg±s%stttre--is-ad;o~rned, it shall become law. The governor 
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LC 0140/01 

shall return a vetoed bill to the legislature with a 

statement of his reasons therefor. 

(2) The governor may return any bi~l to the legislature 

with his recommendation for amendment. If the legislature 

passes the bill in accordance with the governor's 

recommendation, it shall again return the bill to the 

governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for amendment a second time. 

(3) If after receipt of a veto message, two-thirds of 

the members of each house present approve the bill, it shall 

become law. 

(4) (a) If the legislature is not in session when the 

governor vetoes a bill approved by two-thirds of the members 

present, he shall return the bill with his reasons therefor 

to the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall poll 

the members of the legislature by mail and shall send each 

member a copy of the governor's veto message. If two-thirds 

or more of the members of each house vote to override the 

veto, the bill shall become law. 

(b) The legislature may reconvene as provided by law to 

reconsider any bill vetoed by the governor when the 

legislature is not in session. 

(5) The governor may veto items in appropriation bills, 

and in such instances the procedure shall be the same as 

upon veto of an entire bill. 11 

-2- SlS I~ 
INTRODUCED BILL 
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l NEW SECTION. Section 2. Submission to electorate. This 

2 amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electors of 

3 Montana at the general election to be held in November 1994 

4 by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

5 following: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

D FOR P.roviding a uniform time limit for gubernatorial 

action on bills. 

□ AGAINST providing a uniform 

gubernatorial action on bills. 

-End-

-3-

time limit for 



APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 
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r,or,ic:ED BY 

/ j/(i c"-·· BY REQUEST 

1nvn~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

-/ 

"AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VI, 

SECTION 10, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE A UNIFORM 

TIME LIMIT FOR GUBERNATORIAL ACTION ON. LEGISLATION BY 

INCREASING THE TIME THE GOVERNOR HAS TO ACT ON A BILL IIBILE 

THE LEGISLATURE IS IN SESSION AND REDUCING THE TIME THE 

GOVERNOR HAS TO ACT ON A BILL AFTER THE LEGISLATURE HAS 

ADJOURNED." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article VI, section 10, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

"Section 10. Veto power. (1) Each bill passed by the 

legislature, except bills proposing amendments to the 

Montana constitution, bills ratifying proposed amendments to 

the United States constitution, resolutions, and initiative 

and referendum measures, shall be submitted to the governor 

for his signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill 

within five 10 days after its delivery to him if-the 

¼eqts¼aCttre--is--in--session--or--wi~hin--i5--day~--if---the 

¼eqis¼aCttre--is-adjottrned, it shall become law. The governor 
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shall return a vetoed bill to the legislature with a 

statement of his reasons therefor. 

(2) The governor may return any bill to the legislature 

with his recommendation for amendment. If the legislature 

passes the bill in accordance with the governor's 

recommendation, it shall again return the bill to the 

governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for amendment a second time. 

(3) If after receipt of a veto message, two-thirds of 

the members of each house present approve the bill, it shall 

become law. 

(4) (a) If the legislature is not in session when the 

governor vetoes a bill approved by two-thirds of the members 

present, he shall return the bill with his reasons therefor 

to the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall poll 

the members of the legislature by mail and sha11 send each 

member a copy of the governor's veto message. If two-thirds 

or more of the members of each house vote to override the 

veto, the bill shall become law. 

(b) The legislature may reconvene as provided by law to 

reconsider any bill vetoed by the governor when the 

legislature is not in session. 

(5) The governor may veto items in appropriation bills, 

and in such instances the procedure shall be the same as 

upon veto of an entire bill." 

-2- s~ /'f1.. 
SECOND READING 
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l NEW SECTION. Section 2. subaission to electorate. This 

2 amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electocs of 

J Montana at the general election to be held in November 1994 

4 by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

5 following: 
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D FOR providing a uniform time limit for gubernatorial 

action on bills. 

0 AGAINST providing a uniform 

gubernatorial action on bills. 

-End-

-3-

time limit for 



53rd Legislature LC 0140/01 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS Of' MONTANA AN AMENDNENT TO ARTICLE VI, 

SECTION 10, Of' THE IIONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE A UNIFORM 

TIME LIMIT FOR GUBERNATORIAL ACTION ON LEGISLATION BY 

INCREASING THE TIME THE GOVERNOR HAS TO ACT ON A BILL WHILE 

THE LEGISLATURE IS IN SESSION AND REDUCING THE TIME THE 

GOVERNOR HAS TO ACT ON A BlLL AFTER THE LEGISLATURE HAS 

ADJOURNED." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of' MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article VI, section 10, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is a■ended to read: 

"Section 10. Veto power. (l) Each bill passed by the 

legislature, except bills proposing a■end■ents to the 

Montana constitution, bills ratifying proposed aaendalents to 

the United States constitution, resolutions, and initiative 

and referendu■ measures, shall be submitted to the governor 

for his signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill 

within fiye 10 days after its delivery to him if-the 

½e1is¼etare--is--in--sessiefl--er--w*~hift--iS--deys--¼f---the 

¼egts¼etare--is-ad;earned, it shall bec0111e law. The governor 
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shall return a vetoed bill to the legislature with a 

stateaent of his reasons therefor~ 

(2) The governor aay return any bill to the legislature 

with his reco1n111endation fot amendment. If the legislatute 

passes the bill in accotdance with the governor's 

recoaaendation, it shall again return the bill to the 

governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return~ bill for amend•ent a second ti■e. 

(3) If after receipt of a veto ■essage. two-thirds of 

the ■embers of each house present approve the bill, it shall 

bec0111e law. 

(4) fa) If the legislature is not in session when the 

governor vetoes a bill approved by two-thirds of the members 

present, he shall return the bill with his reasons therefor 

to the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall poll 

the me■bers of the legislature by mail and shall send each 

member a copy of the governor's veto message. If two-thirds 

or 1110re of the members of each house vote to override the 

veto, the bill shall become law. 

(b) The legislature aay reconvene as provided by law to 

reconsider any bill vetoed by the governor when the 

legislature is not in session. 

(5) The governor may veto items in appropriation bills, 

and in such instances the procedure shall be the same as 

upon veto of an entire bill." 

-2- SlS /'11. 
THIRD READING 
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l NEW SECTION. Section 2. Subai■aion to electorate. This 

2 a■endaent shall be subtllitted to the qualified electors of 

J Montana at the general election to be held in Nove■ber 1994 

4 by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

5 following: 
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D FOR providing a uniform time limit for gubernatorial 

action on bills~ 

□ AGAINST providing a uniform 

gubernatorial action on bills. 

-End-

-3-

time limit for 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
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SENATE BILL NO. 142 

INTRODUCED BY AKLESTAD, LYNCH, GAGE, HALLIGAN, 

J. RICE, PETERSON, MENAHAN 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VI, 

SECTION 10, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE A UNIFORM 

TIME LIMIT FOR GUBERNATORIAL ACTION ON LEGISLATION BY 

INCREASING THE TIME THE GOVERNOR HAS TO ACT ON A BILL WHILE 

THE LEGISLATURE IS IN SESSION AND REDUCING THE TIME THE 

GOVERNOR HAS TO ACT ON A BILL AFTER THE LEGISLATURE HAS 

ADJOURNED." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article VI, section 10, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

•section 10. Veto power. (1) Each bill passed by the 

legislature, except bills proposing amendments to the 

Montana constitution, bills ratifying proposed amendments to 

the United States constitution, resolutions, and initiative 

and referendum measures, shall be submitted to the governor 

for his signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill 

within tive 10 days after its delivery to him it-the 

¼eg¼s¼aettre--is--¼n--sess¼on--or--w¼th¼n--i5--days--¼£---~he 
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¼egis¼a~are--¼s-adjoarned, it shall become law. The governor 

shall return a vetoed bill to the legislature with a 

statement of his reasons therefor. 

(2) The governor may return any bill to the legislature 

with his recommendation for amendment. If the legislature 

passes the bill in accordance with the governor's 

recommendation, it shall again return the bill to the 

governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for amendment a second time. 

(3} If after receipt of a ve·to message, two-thirds of 

the members of each house present approve the bill, it shall 

become law. 

(4) (a) If the legislature is not in session when the 

governor vetoes a bill approved by two-thirds of the members 

present, he shall return the bill with his reasons therefor 

to the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall poll 

the members of the legislature by mail and shall send each 

member a copy of the governor's veto message. If two-thirds 

or more of the members of each house vote to override the 

veto, the bill shall become law. 

(b) The legislature may reconvene as provided by law to 

reconsider any bill vetoed by the governor when the 

legislature is not in session. 

(5) The governor may veto items in appropriation bills, 

and in such instances the procedure shall be the same as 

-2- SB 142 

REFERENCE BILL 
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1 upon veto of an entire bill." 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Submission to electorate. This 

3 amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electors of 

4 Montana at the general election to be held in November 1994 

5 by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

6 following: 

7 0 FOR providing a uniform time limit for gubernatorial 

8 action on bi 11s. 

9 

10 

0 AGAINST providing a uniform 

gubernatorial action on bills. 

-End-

-3-

time limit for 

SB 142 




