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~ BILL NO. !3'5 

INTRODUCED BY~~-'-"--'--'"h<=:'.'rc==-"-------------------­

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CHANGING THE LAW 

RELATING TO THE TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNAL LEGEND: AND AMENDING 

SECTION 61-8-207, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-207. Traffic-control signal legend. Whenever 

traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting 

the words "Go", "Caution", or 11 Stop11 or exhibiting different 

colored lights successively one at a time or with arrows, 

the fOllowing colors only must be used and the terms and 

lights must indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and 

pedestrians as follows: 

(1) green alone or 1'Go": 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed 

straight through or turn left or right unless a sign at the 

place prohibits either turn. But vehicular traffic, 

including vehicles turning right or left, must yield the 

right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully 

within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time 

the signal is exhibited. 
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LC 0229/01 

(b) Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across 

the roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

(2) yellow alone or "Caution" when shown following the 

green or 11 Go 11 signal: 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal is warned that 

the red or "Stop" signal will be exhibited immediately 

thereafter and vehicular traffic may not enter or--be 

crossing the intersection when the red or "Stop" signal is 

exhibited. 

(b) Pedestrians facing the signals are advised that 

there is insufficient time to cross the roadway, and a 

pedestrian then starting 

right-of-way to all vehicles. 

( 3) red alone or •stop": 

to cross shall yield the 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal must stop 

before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the 

intersection or, if none, then before entering the 

intersection and must remain standing until green or ttGo" is 

shown alone, until a right turn can safely be made, or until 

a left turn can safely be made from the far left lane if the 

turn is made from a one-way street onto another one-way 

street going left. In making the turn, vehicular traffic 

must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within 

the crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the 

intersection. If a traffic sign legend indicating that no 

-2- ~ 13 \36 
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right turn on red or no left turn on red may be made after a 

stop is posted at the intersection, the movement cannot be 

3 made until green or "Go" is shown alone. 

4 (b) A pedestrian facing a signal may not enter the 

5 roadway unless he the pedestrian can do so safely and 

6 without interfering with any vehicular traffic. 

7 

8 

(4) red with a green arrow: 

{a) Vehicular traffic facing a signal may cautiously 

9 enter the intersection only to make the movement indicated 

10 by the arrow but must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians 

11 lawfully within the crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully 

12 using the intersection. 

(b) A pedestrian facing a signal may not enter the 

roadway unless h,o the eedestrian can do so safely and 

without interfering with vehicular traffic. 

I 5 l traffic-control signal at a place other than an 

intersection: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 {a) In the event an official traffic-control signal is 

19 erected and maintained at a place other than an 

20 inte~section, -the provisions of this section are applicable 

21 except as to those provisions that by their very nature can 

22 have no application. 

23 (b) Any stop required must be made at a sign or marking 

24 on the pavement indicating where the stop must be made, but 

25 in the absence of any sign or marking, the stop must be made 
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1 at the signal. 11 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

~ BILL NO. 13'5 

INTRODUCED BYJ:h.,~'-'--=-=~:?1'2:==------------------­

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CHANGING THE LAW 

RELATING TO THE TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNAL LEGEND; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 61-8-207, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-207. Traffic-control signal legend. Whenever 

traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting 

the words "Go", "Caution", or "Stop" or exhibiting different 

colored lights successively one at a time or with arrows, 

the following colors only must be used and the terms and 

lights must indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and 

pedestrians as follows: 

(1) green alone or "Go": 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal 111ay proceed 

straight through or turn left or right unless a sign at the 

place prohibits either turn. But vehicular traffic, 

including vehicles turning right or left, must yield the 

right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully 

within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time 

the signal is exhibited. 
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(b) Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across 

the roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

(2) yellow alone or "Caution" when shown following the 

green or "Go" signal: 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal is warned that 

the red or "Stop" signal will be exhibited i111111ediately 

thereafter and vehicular traffic may not enter or--be 

crossing the intersection when the red or "Stop" signal is 

exhibited. 

(b) Pedestrians facing the signals are advised that 

there is insufficient time to cross the roadway, and a 

pedestrian then starting 

right-of-way to all vehicles. 

(3) red alone or "Stop": 

to cross shall yield the 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal must stop 

before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the 

intersection or, if none, then before entering the 

intersection and must remain standing until green or "Go" is 

shown alone, until a right turn can safely be made, or until 

a left turn can safely be made from the far left lane if the 

turn is made from a one-way street onto another one-way 

street going left. In making the turn, vehicular traffic 

must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within 

the crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the 

intersection. If a traffic sign legend indicating that no 
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right turn on red or no left turn on red may be made after a 

stop is posted at the intersection, the movement cannot be 

3 made until green or "Go" is shown alone. 

4 (b) A pedestrian facing a signal may not enter the 

5 roadway unless he the pedestrian can do so safely and 

6 without interfering with any vehicular traffic. 

(4) red with a green arrow: 7 

8 (a) Vehicular traffic facing a signal may cautiously 

9 enter the intersection only to make the movement indicated 

10 by the arrow but must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians 

11 lawfully within the crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully 

12 using the intersection. 

13 (b) A pedestrian facing a signal may not enter the 

14 roadway unless he the pedestrian can do so safely and 

15 without.interfering with vehicular traffic. 

16 (5) traffic-control signal at a place other than an 

17 intersection: 

18 

19 

ta) In the event an official traffic-control signal is 

erected and maintained at a place other than an 

20 intersection, -the provisions of this section are applicable 

21 except as to those provisions that by their very nature can 

22 have no application. 

23 (bl Any stop required must be 11.ade at a sign or marking 

24 on the pavement indicating where the stop must be made, but 

25 in the absence of any sign or marking, the stop must be made 
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l at the signal." 

-End-
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';:emtr BILL NO. (35 
INTRODUCED BY -:0-.,,_c.:...::=e::::!r?:::=r.::=-------'--------­

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 'l'RAIISPORTATION 

A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED, "AN ACT CIIANGIHG TRII LAW 

RELATING TO TBE TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNAL LEGEND; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 61-8-207, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-207, MCA, is aaended to read: 

"61-8-207. Traffic-control signal l~nd. Whenever 

traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting 

the words •Go•, •caution•, or •stop• or exhibiting different 

colored lights successively one at a tiae or with arrows, 

the following colors only ■ust be used and the ter■s and 

lights ■ust indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and 

pedestrians as follows: 

(1) green alone or •eo•: 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal ■ay proceed 

straight through or turn left or right unless a sign at the 

place prohibits either turn. But vehicular traffic, 

including vehicles turning right or left, ■ust yield the 

right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully 

within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the tiae 

the signal is exhibited. 
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(bl Pedestrians faci119 the signal ■ay proceed acr-s 

the roadway within any -rked or u,..rked crosswalk. 

C2) yellow alone or "Caution• when shown following the 

green or "Go" signal: 

ta) Vehicular traffic facing the signal is warned that 

the red or •stop• signal will be exhibited iaaediately 

thereafter and vehicular traffic ■ay not enter oe--l>e 

eeossin9 the intersection when the red or •stop• signal is 

exhibited. 

(b) Pedestrians facing the signals are advised that 

there is insufficient ti■e to cross the roadway, and a 

pedestrian then starting 

right-of-way to all vehicles. 

(3) red alone or •stop•: 

to cross shall yield the 

la) Vehicular traffic facing the signal must stop 

before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the 

intersection or, if none, then before entering the 

intersection and ■ust reaain standing until green or ~co• is 

shown alone. until a right turn can safely be made, or until 

a left turn can safely be ■ade fros the far left lane if the 

turn ia aade fro. a one-way street onto another one-way 

atceet going left. In ■aking the turn, vehicular traffic 

■ust yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within 

the crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the 

intersection. If a traffic sign legend indicating that no 

-2- sa 1~ 
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right turn on red or no left turn on red •ay be ■ade after• 

stop is posted at the intersection, the aoveaent cannot be 

l made until green or •oo• is shown alone. 

4 fb) A pedestrian facing a signal IOSY not enter the 

5 roadway unless he the pedestrian can do so safely and 

6 without interfering with any vehicular traffic. 

f4) red with a green arrow: 1 

8 fa) Vehicular traffic facing a signal ,..y cautiously 

9 enter the intersection only to aake the 1110ve11ent indicated 

10 by the arrow but ■ust yield the right-of-way to pedestrians 

11 lawfully within the crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully 

12 using the intersection. 

fb) A pedestrian facing a signal ■ay not enter the 

roadway unless he the (!!destrian can do so safely and 

without.interfering with vehicular traffic. 

13 

14 

15 

16 I 5 I traffic-control signal at a place other than an 

17 intersection: 

18 

19 

(a) In the event an official traffic-control signal is 

erected and maintained at a place other than an 

20 intersection, -the provisions of this section are applicable 

21 e•cept as to those provisions that by their very nature can 

22 have no application. 

23 fb) Any stop required ■ust be ■ade at a sign or ■arking 

24 on the pavement indicating where the atop ■ust be ■ade, but 

25 in the absence of any sign or -•king, the atop ■ust be ,..de 

-3-
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1 at the signal." 

-End-

-4-
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SENATE BILL NO. 135 

INTRODUCED BY MESAROS 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CHANGING THE LAW 

RELATING TO THE TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNAL LEGEND; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 61-8-207, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-207. Traffic-control signal legend. Whenever 

traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting 

the words "Go", "Caution", or 1'Stop 11 or exhibiting different 

colored lights successively one at a time or with arrows, 

the following colors only must be used and the terms and 

lights must indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and 

pedestrians as follows: 

(1) green alone or "Go 11
: 

{a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed 

straight through or turn left or right unless a sign at the 

place prohibits either turn. But vehicular traffic, 

including vehicles turning right or left, must yield the 

right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully 

within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time 

the signal is exhibited. 
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(b) Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across 

the roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

(2) yellow alone or "Caution" when shown following the 

green or "Go" signal: 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal is warned that 

the red or •stop• signal will be exhibited immediately 

thereafter and vehicular traffic may not enter er--be 

eress¼"q the intersection when the red or •stop" signal is 

exhibited. 

(b) Pedestrians facing the signals are advised that 

there is insufficient time to cross the roadway, and a 

pedestrian then starting 

right-of-way to all vehicles. 

(3) red alone or "Stop•: 

to cross shall yield the 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal must stop 

before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the 

intersection or, if none, then before entering the 

intersection and must remain standing until green or "Go" is 

shown alone, until a right turn can safely be made, or until 

a left turn can safely be made from the far left lane if the 

turn is made from a one-way street onto another one-way 

street going left. In making the turn, vehicular traffic 

must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within 

the crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the 

intersection. If a traffic sign legend indicating that no 

-2- SB 135 
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right turn on red or no left turn on red may be made after a 

stop is posted at the intersection, the movement cannot be 

made until green or "Go" is shown alone. 

(b) A pedestrian facing a signal lllily not enter the 

roadway unless he the pedestrian can do so safely and 

6 without interfering with any vehicular traffic. 

7 (4) red with a green arrow: 

8 (a) Vehicular traffic facing a signal lllilY cautiously 

9 enter the intersection only to make the movement indicated 

10 by the arrow but must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians 

11 lawfully within the crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully 

12 

13 

14 

15 

using the intersection. 

(b) A pedestrian facing a signal may 

roadway unless he the pedestrian can do 

without interfering with vehicular traffic. 

not enter the 

so safely and 

16 (5) traffic-control signal at a place other than an 

17 intersection: 

18 (a) In the event an official traffic-control signal is 

19 erected and maintained at a place other than an 

20 intersection, the provisions cf this section are applicable 

21 e~cept as to those provisions that by their very nature can 

22 have no application. 

23 (b) Any stop required must be aade at a sign or marking 

24 on the pavement indicating where the stop must be aade, but 

25 in the absence of any sign or aarking, the stop ■ust be made 

-3- SB 135 
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l at the signal ... 

-End-

-4- SB 135 




