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5£YJUR BILL NO. \33 
INTRODUCED BY J-./ugL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING PERSONS 

OPERATING OR DRIVING MOTOR VEHICLES ENGAGED IN WORK ON 

HIGHWAYS UNDER CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR TO OBEY THE APPLICABLE 

SPEED LIMIT; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-303. Speed restrictions basic rule. ( l) A 

person operating or driving a vehicle of any character on a 

public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and 

prudent manner7 and at a rate of speed no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation, taking into account the amount and 

character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of 

vehicle, grade and width of highway, condition of surface, 

and freedom of obstruction to view ahead 7 -and-he~~erson 

shall drive i~ the vehicle so as not to unduly or 

unreasonably endanger the life, limb, property, or other 

rights of a person entitled to the use of the 9t~eet-o~ 

highway. 

(2) Where When no special hazard exists that requires 
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LC 0228/01 

lower speed for compliance with subsection (1) ee-~ft¼s 

see~ion, the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the limits 

specified in this section or established as authorized in 

61-8-309, 61-8-310, 61-8-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a 

speed in excess of those limits is unlawful: 

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urban district; 

{b) 35 miles per hour on a highway under construction 

or repair or on a highway being surveyed; 

(c} 55 miles per hour in other locations during the 

nighttime, except that the nighttime speed limit on 

completed sections of interstate highways is 65 miles per 

hour. 

(3) "Daytime" means from one-half hour before sunrise 

to one-half hour after sunset. ''Nighttime'' means at any 

other hour. 

(4) The speed limits set forth in this section may be 

altered by the highway commission as authorized in 61-8-309, 

61-8-310, and 61-8-313. 

(5) The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent with 

subsection (1), drive at an appropriate reduced speed when 

approaching and crossing an intersection or railway grade 

crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when 

approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon a narrow or 

winding roadway, and when a special hazard exists with 

respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of 
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1 weather or highway condition. 

2 (6) A person operating or driving a motor vehicle 
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engaged in work on a highway under construction 

shall obey the speed limit established in 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

'5iyn.t0 BILL NO. \33 
INTRODUCED BY /ht;L 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING PERSONS 

OPERATING OR DRIVING MOTOR VEHICLES ENGAGED IN WORK ON 

HIGHWAYS UNDER CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR TO OBEY THE APPLICABLE 

SPEED LIMIT: AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-303. Speed restrictions basic rule. ( l) A 

person operating or driving a vehicle of any character on a 

public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and 

prudent manner, and at a rate of speed no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation, taking into account the amount and 

character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of 

vehicle, grade and width of highway, condition of surface, 

and freedom of obstruction to view ahead7-and-he. The person 

shall drive it the vehicle so as not to unduly or 

unreasonably endanger the life, limb, property, or other 

rights of a person entitled to the use of the a~re~~-er 

highway. 

(2) Where ~~~n no special hazard exists that requires 
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LC O 228/01 

lower speed for compliance with subsection (1) of-this 

aee~¼on, the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the limits 

specified in this section or established as authorized in 

61-8-309, 61-8-310, 61-8-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a 

speed in excess of those limits is unlawful: 

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urban district: 

(b} 35 miles per hour on a highway under construction 

or repair or on a highway being surveyed: 

(c) 55 miles per hour in other locations during the 

nighttime, except that the nighttime speed limit on 

completed sections of interstate highways is 65 miles per 

hour. 

13) "Daytime• means from one-half hour before sunrise 

to one-half hour after sunset. "Nighttime• means at any 

other hour. 

(4) The speed limits set forth in this section may be 

altered by the highway commission as authorized in 61-8-309, 

61~8-310, and 61-8-313. 

(5) The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent with 

subsection (1), drive at an appropriate reduced speed when 

approaching and crossing an intersection or railway grade 

crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when 

approaching a hill crest, ~hen traveling upon a narrow or 

winding roadway, and when a special hazard exists with 

respect to pede~trians or other traffic or by reason of 
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l weather or highway condition. 

2 

] 

4 

5 

f6) A person operating or driving a motor vehicle 

engaged in work on a highway under construction or re2air 

shall obey the speed limit established in subsection 

~ .. 
-End-

-3-

.,_ 



53rd Legislature LC 0228/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

5eYJM1l BILL NO. \33 
INTRODUCED BY _ __,_fle_u:;,~ ...... a ... L...._ ___________ ~_ 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTIIE!ff OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN AC!' REQUIRING PERSONS 

OPERATING OR DRIVING MOTOR VEHICLES ENGAGED IN IIORK ON 

HIGHWAYS UNDER CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR 'l'O OBEY THE APPLICABLE 

SPEED LIMIT; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-303, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LIIGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-303, MCA, is aaended to read: 

"61-8-303. Speed restrictions basic rule. (1) A 

person operating or driving a vehicle of any character on a 

public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and 

prudent -nner7 and at a rate of speed no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation, taking into account the amount and 

character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of 

vehicle, grade and width of highway, condition of surface, 

and freedoa of obstcuction to view ahead7-and-he. The person 

shall dcive i~ the vehicle so as not to unduly or 

unreasonably endanger the life, li■b, property, or other 

rights of a person entitled to the use of the s~ree~-er 

highway. 

(2) Where When no special hazard exists that requires 
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lower speed for ccapliance with subsection (1) e£-~hia 

aeeti-, the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the liaits 

specified in this section or established as authorized in 

61-8-309, 61-8~310, 61-8-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a 

speed in excess of those li■its is unlawful: 

(a) 25 ■ilea per hour in an urban district; 

(b) 35 ■iles per hour on a highway under construction 

or repair or on a highway being surveyed; 

(c) 55 miles per hour in other locations during the 

nightti■e, except that the nightti■e speed limit on 

completed sections of interstate highways is 65 miles per 

hour. 

Cl) •oaytiae• aeans fr0111. one-half hour before sunrise 

to Qne-half hour after sunset~ •Nighttime• aeans at any 

other hour. 

(4) The speed li■ its set forth in this section may be 

altered by the highway commission as authorized in 61-8-309, 

61~8-310, and 61-8-313. 

(5) The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent with 

subsection (11, drive at an appropciate reduced speed when 

approaching and crossing an intersection or railway grade 

crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when 

approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon a narrow or 

winding roadway, and when a special hazard exists with 

respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of 
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I weathe( or highway condition. 

2 (6) A person operating or driving a 1110tor vehicle 

J engaged in work on a highway under construction oc repair 

4 shall obey the speed li ■it established in subsection 

5 illill·" 
-End-
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