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s~ BILL NO.~ 

INTRODUCED 
BY~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATING THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT AN ATTEMPT BE MADE TO IDENTIFY THE DRIVER 

OF A VEHICLE VIOLATING SCHOOL BUS REGULATIONS; AJ.tNDING 

SECTION 61-8-351, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-351, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-351. Meeting or passing school bus 

±dentitication--0£--vio¼ator--- penalty. (1) The driver of a 

vehicle upon a highway or street either inside or outside 

the corporate limits of any city or town upon meeting or 

overtaking from either direction any school bus which that 

has stopped on the hi~hway or street £or-the-pcrpose-o£ 

~eceivtng to receive or d±seharg±ng discharge any school 

children: 

_ill shall stop the vehicle not less than 10 feet before 

reaching eueh the school bus when there is in operation on 

8aid the bus a visual flashing red signal as specified in 

61-9-402l_ and 

(b) may 9aid--d~iv~~--eha¼¼ not proceed until the 

children have entered the school bus or have alighted and 
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reached the side of the highway or street on-whieh-they-¼ive 

and until sceh the school bus resumes motion or the driver 

has signaled traffic to proceed. 

(2) fn-addieion-the The driver of a vehicle shall slow 

to a rate of speed that is reasonable under the conditions 

existing at the point of operation and must be prepared to 

stop when meeting or overtaking from either direction any 

school bus which that is preparing to stop on the highway or 

street £or--the--p~r~e9e--0£--reee±v±n9 to receive or 

disehargin9--any discharge school children as indicated by 

flashing amber lights as specified in 61-9-402. 

{3) Bve~y Each bus used for the transportation of 

school children shai¼ must bear upon the front and rear 

thereof plainly visible signs containing the words "SCHOOL 

BUS'' in letters not less than 8 inches in height7 andL in 

additionL 9h8½¼ must be equipped with visual signals meeting 

the requirements of 61-9-402. Amber flashing lights shai¼ 

must be actuated by the driver approximately 150 feet in 

cities and approximately 500 feet in other areas before the 

bus is stopped to receive or discharge school children on 

the highway or street. Red lights 9ha½¼ must be actuated by 

the driver of ~aid the school bus whenever but only whenever 

9tteh the vehicle is stopped on the high~ay or street whether 

inside or outside the corporate limits of any city or town 

ror-the-pttrpo~e--or--reee±v±ng to receive or di~ehar9±n9 
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discharge school children. However, a school district board 

of trustees may, in its discretion, adopt a policy 

prohibiting the operation of amber or red lights when a bus 

is stopped at the school site tor-pttrpoees-of--reeei~iftg to 

receive or d~seharqil"lg discharge school children and sa.ch 

6 the receipt or discharge does not involve street crossing by 

7 the children~-and-stteh. The lights may not be operated in 

8 violation of stteft-a that policy. 

9 (4) When a school bus is being operated upon a highway 

10 for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

11 children either to or from schoolL all markings thereo" on 

12 the bus indicating "SCHOOL BUS" !!ha¼i must be covered or 

13 concealed. 

14 (5) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with 

15 separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a 

16 school bus which that is on a different roadway or when upon 

17 a controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped in 

18 a loading zone whieh that is a part of or adjacent to stteh 

19 the highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross 

20 the roadway. 

21 (6} Whenever a vehicle is established to have been in 

22 violation of subsection (l) and-the-idenCiCy-o£--the--dr½¥er 

23 of--said--yehieie-ean"ot-be-esCab¼¼shed, the person in whose 

24 name the vehicle is registered is prima facie the driver of 

25 the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation. 
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(7) Violation of subsection (1) is punishable upon 

conviction by a fine of not more than $500." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-



53rd Legislature LC 1128/01 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 
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sr,O,&I BILL NO.~ 

INTRODUCED 
BY~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATING THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT AN ATTEMPT BE MADE TO IDENTIFY THE DRIVER 

OF A VEHICLE VIOLATING SCHOOL BUS REGULATIONS; AMENDING 

SECTION 61-8-351, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-351, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-351. Meeting or passing school bus 

idefttiiieation--of--yio¼ato~--- penalty. (1) The driver of a 

vehicle upon a highway or street either inside or outside 

the corporate limits of any city or town upon meeting or 

overtaking from either direction any school bus whieft that 

has stopped on the highway or street for-~he-ptt~poee-or 

~~eeiYift~ to receive or ~iaeharginq discharge any school 

children: 

~ shall stop the vehicle not less than 10 feet before 

reaching atteh the school bus when there is in operation on 

aaid the bus a visual flashing red signal as specified in 

61-9-402;_ and 

1.£L~ seid--driYer--sha¼¼ not proceed until the 

children have entered the school bus or have alighted and 
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reached the side of the highway or street on-whieft-th~y-½ive 

and until 9Heh the school bus resumes motion or the driver 

has signaled traffic to proceed. 

(2) in-addition-the The driver of a vehicle shall slow 

to a rate of speed that is reasonable under the conditions 

existing at the point of operation and must be prepared to 

stop when meeting or overtaking from either direction any 

school bus whieh that is preparing to stop on the highway or 

street £or--the--purpo9e--er--r~ee±vi~g to receive or 

~isehargin9--eny discharge school children as indicated by 

flashing amber lights as specified in 61-9-402. 

(3} Every Each bus used for the transportation of 

school children shsi¼ must bear upon the front and rear 

~hereof plainly visible signs containing the words "SCHOOL 

BUS'' in letters not less than 8 inches in heightT andL in 

addition~ 9he½½ must be equipped with visual signals meeting 

the requirements of 61-9-402. Amber flashing lights 9ha!¼ 

must be actuated by the driver approximately 150 feet 1n 

cities and dpproximately 500 feet in other areas before the 

bus is stopped to receive or discharge school children on 

the highway or street. Red lights sha¼¼ must be actuated by 

the driver of said the school bus whenever but only whenever 

9tteh the vehicle is stopped on the highway or street whether 

inside 0r outside the corpordte limits of any city or town 

for-the-pnrpose--of--reee±•inq ~ rece~~ or dt~ehe~qtng 

-2- 5'6 \~C\ 
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discharge school children. However, a school district board 

of trustees may, in its discretion, adopt a policy 

prohibiting the operation of amber or red lights when a bus 

is stopped at the school site for-pttrposes-of--r~e~t•i"g to 

receive or d~seha~g¼ng discharge school children and such 

6 the receipt or discharge does not involve street crossing by 

7 the children;-and-sueh. The lights may not be operated in 

8 violation of sueh-a that policy. 

9 (4) When a school bus is being operated upon a highway 

10 for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

11 children either to or from schoolL all markings thereon on 

12 the bus indicating "SCHOOL BUS" ~ha¼¼ must be covered or 

13 concealed. 

14 {5) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with 

15 separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a 

16 school bus whie~ that is on a different roadway or when upon 

17 a controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped in 

18 a loading zone whteh that is a part at or adjacent to 9tteh 

19 the highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross 

20 the roadway. 

21 (6) Whenever a vehicle is established to have been in 

22 violation of subsection 11) end-the-iden~i~y-0£--the--driver 

23 of--sei~--vehieie-eannot-be-este~¼i9hed, the person in whose 

24 name the vehicle is registered is prima facie the driver of 

25 the vehicle at the time ot the alleged violation. 
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(7) Violation of subsection (1) is punishable upon 

conviction by a fine of not more than $500.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] 1S 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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$new BILL NO.~ 

INTRODUCED 
BY~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATING THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT AN ATTEMPT BE MADE TO IDENTIFY THE DRIVER 

OF A VEHICLE VIOLATING SCHOOL BUS REGULATIONS; AMENDING 

SECTION 61-8-351, MCA: ANO PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE ... 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-351, MCA, is a■ended to read: 

"61-8-351. Meeting or passing school bus 

identification--ef--yielater--- penalty. (1) The driver of a 

vehicle upon a highway or street either inside or outside 

the corporate limits of any city or town upon meeting or 

overtaking from either direction any school bus whieh that 

has stopped on the highway or street ler-the-parpese-ef 

re-eeiwi-ft9 to receive or disetlar')i-ft'J dis·charqe any school 

children: 

1!.l shall stop the vehicle not less than 10 feet before 

reaching •aeh the school bus when there is ~n operation on 

said the bus a visual flashing red signal as specified in 

61-9-402L and 

( b) may se+d--driwer--she¼¼ not proceed until the 

children have entered the school bus or have alighted and 
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reached the side of the highway or street an-whieh-~hey-ii•e 

and until aaeh the school bus resu■es 1110tion or the driver 

has signaled traffic to proceed. 

(2) in-addition-the The driver of a vehicle shall slow 

to a rate of speed that is reasonable under the conditions 

existing at the point of operation and must be prepared to 

stop when meeting or overtaking from either direction any 

school bus wh½eh that is preparing to stop on the highway or 

street fcr--the--parpose--of--reeeiyin~ to receive or 

disehar,in~--afty discharge school children as indicated by 

flashing aa,ber lights as specified in 61-9-402. 

(3) B•ery Each bus used for the transportation of 

school children aha¼¼ ■ust bear upon the front and rear 

thereef plainly visible signs containing the words "SCHOOL 

BUS" in letters not less than 8 inches in height7 and~ in 

additionL sha¼¼ ~ be equipped with visual signals meeting 

the requirefflents of 61-9-402. Amber flashing lights 9hal¼ 

must be actuated by the driver approximately 150 feet in 

cities and approximately 500 feet in other areas before the 

bus is stopped to receive or discharge school children on 

the highway or street. Red lights she¼¼ ■ust be actuated by 

the driver of said the school bus whenever but only whenever 

sneh the vehicle is stopped on the highway or street whether 

inside or outside the corporate limits of any city or town 

fer-~he-puPpcse--ef--recei•ing to receive or disehar9in~ 

-2- 5~ \~C\ 
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dischar~ school children. However, a school district board 

of trustees may, in its discretion, ~dopt a policy 

prohibiting the operation of amber or red lights when a bus 

is stopped at the school site fe•-purpeses-ef--reee~w¼n9 ~ 

receive or discharging discharge school children and stteh 

6 the receipt or discharge does not involve street crossing by 

7 the childrenr-end-saeh. The lights may not be operated in 

e violation of saeh-a that policy. 

9 f4) When a school bus is being operated upon a highway 

10 for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

11 children either to or froa schoolL all markings ~hereon on 

12 the bus indicdting •scHOOL eus• 9ha¼¼ must be covered or 

13 concealed. 

14 (5J The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with 

15 separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a 

16 school bus whieh that is on a different roadway or when upon 

17 a controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped in 

18 a loading zone wh¼eh that is~ part of or adjacent to stteh 

19 the highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross 

20 the roadway. 

21 (6) Whenever a vehicle is established to have been in 

22 violation of subsection Cl) and-~he-iden~¼~y-of--~he--driwer 

23 ef--sa¼d--•ehie¼e-eannc~-be-es~ah¼¼shed. the person in whose 

24 naMe the vehicle is registered is priaaa facie the driver of 

25 the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation. 

-3-
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(7) violation of subsection (l) is punishable upon 

conviction by a fine of not aore than ssoo.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. (This act) is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-



HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

February 5, 1993 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Judiciary report that 
Senate Bill 129 (third reading copy -- blue) be concurred in as 

amended. 

Signed: ~ ct!'c ~ ---=-----___._R __ u_s...._s_F,.i#;----, ""c=h,...a-1 .... r-

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 6. 

Carried by: Rep. Vogel 

Following: "REGULATIONS;" 
Insert: "AND" 

2. Title, lines 7 and 8. 
Strike: "; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 

3. Page 2, lines 2 and 3. 
Strike: "resumes motion or the driver has signaled traffic to 

proceed" 
Insert: "ceases operation of its visual flashing red signal" 

4. Page 3, line 11. 
Following: "school" 
Insert: "or for school functions" 

5. Page 4, lines 3 and 4. 
Strike: section 2 of the bill in its entirety 

-END-

Committee Vote: 
Yes , ..., , No -s. . 1 &tJ. CTl'\'J',«l 

HOUSE 
S(I 12/I 

29Q845SC,Hpf 



53rd Legislature SB 0129/02 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE BILL NO. 129 

INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATING THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT AN ATTEMPT BE MADE TO IDENTIFY THE DRIVER 

OF A VEHICLE VIOLATING SCHOOL BUS REGULATIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 61-8-351, MCA7-ANB-PR8YfBfN6-AN-fMMBBfA~B-BPPBe~fYB 

BAIPIL II 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-351, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-351. Meeting or passing school bus 

identifieation--of--v¼olator--- penalty. (1) The driver of a 

vehicle upon a highway or street either inside or outside 

the corporate limits of any city or town upon meeting or 

overtaking from either direction any school bus wh¼eh that 

has stopped on the highway or street fer-~he-pttrpo~e-ef 

reeeiving to receive or d±eeharging discharge any school 

childrenL 

ill shall stop the vehicle not less than 10 feet before 

reaching such the school bus when there is in operation on 

said the bus a visual flashing red signal as specified in 

61-9-402L and 

(b) may said--Ori¥er--shail not proceed until the 

children have entered the school bus or have alighted and 
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reached the side of the highway or street on-whieh-they-¼i¥e 

and until stteh the school bus resttmes-metieft-or-Che-ftr¼¥er 

has-signaied-traffie-to--preeeed CEASES OPERATION OF ITS 

VISUAL FLASHING RED SIGNAL, 

(2) ¼n--addit±on-~he The driver of a vehicle shall slow 

ta a rate of speed that is reasonable under the conditions 

existing at the point of operation and~ be prepared to 

stop when meeting or overtaking from either direction any 

school bus which that is preparing to stop on the highway or 

street for---the---purpese--of--reeeiving !__Q__~eceive or 

diseharging-any discharge school children as indicated by 

flashing amber lights as specified in 61-9-402. 

(3) B•ery Each bus used for the transportation of 

school children shall~ bear upon the front and rear 

Cheree£ plainly visible signs containing the words 11 SCHOOL 

BUS" in letters not less than 8 inches in heighty andL in 

additionL sha¼¼ must be equipped with visual signals meeting 

the requirements of 61-9-402. Amber flashing lights shall 

~ be actuated by the driver approximately 150 feet in 

cities and approximately 500 feet in other areas before the 

bus is stopped to receive or discharge school children on 

the highway or street. Red lights sh~i¼ ~ be actuated by 

the driver of said the school bus whenever but only whenever 

stteh the vehicle is stopped on the highway or street whether 

inside or outside the corporate limits of any city or town 

-2- SB 129 
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£or--~he--ptt~pose--e£--reeeivin9 to receive or dischargiftg 

discharge school children. However, a school district board 

of trustees may, in its discretion, adopt a policy 

prohibiting the operation of amber or red lights when a bus 

is stopped at the school site Eor-pttrposes-0E-receiv±n9 to 

receive or ~tsehar9in9 discharge school children and 9tteh 

7 the receipt or discharge does not involve street crossing by 

8 the children~--and--s~eh. The lights may not be operated in 

9 violation of stteh-a that policy. 

10 (4) When a school bus is being operated upon a highway 

11 for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

12 children either to or from school OR FOR SCHOOL FUNCTIONS, 

13 all markings thereon on the bus indicating "SCHOOL BUS" 

14 shall must be covered or concealed. 

15 (5) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with 

16 separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a 

17 school bus wh¼eh that is on a different roadway or when upon 

18 a controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped in 

19 a loading zone which that is a part of or adjacent to stteh 

20 the highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross 

21 the roadway. 

22 (6) Whenever a vehicle is established to have been in 

23 violation of subsection (1) and-the-¼dent¼ty-0£-the-dr¼ver 

24 e£-sa¼d-veh±e¼e-eanno~-be-es~ab¼¼shed, the person in whose 

25 name the vehicle is registered is prima facie the driver of 
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the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation. 

(7) Violation of subsection 11) is punishable upon 

conviction by a fine of not more than $500." 

NEW-SEe~¼8N.~-Seetion-z.--Efreetive--date.-t~his-aet1-is 

e££eetiwe-on-paesa9e-and-approva¼o 

-End-
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