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OF S RVICE AS AN INSTRUCTOR; WAIVING FEES FOR THE LICENSE; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 87-2-105 AND 87-2-711, MCA: AND PROVIDING 

AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, Montana hunter safety instructors are strongly 

dedicated to the youth of Montana, the ethics of hunting, 

the safe use of firearms, and the prudent management of 

Montana 1 s wildlife; and 

WHEREAS, Montana hunter safety instructors dedicate 

countless hours of volunteer time and work to ensure the 

proper instruction of Montana youth in safe hunting 

practices; and 

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the dedication and work of 

Montana hunter safety instructors be recognized and 

rewarded. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-2-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-2-105. Safety instruction required. (1) A hunting 
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license may not be issued to a resident person under the age 

of 18 years unless he the resident presents to the person 

authorized to issue the license a certificate of competency 

as provided by this section. 

I 2) A hunting license may not be issued to a 

nonresident person under the age of 18 years unless ne the 

nonresident presents to the person authorized to issue the 

license a certificate of competency, as provided in this 

section, or a certificate verifying that he the nonresident 

has successfully completed a course in the safe handling of 

firearms in any state or province. 

(3) A bow and arrow license may not be issued to a 

resident or nonresident unless i'le the resident or 

nonresident presents to the person authorized to issue the 

license an archery license issued for a prior hunting season 

or a certificate of completion from the national bowhunter 

education foundation. Neither the department nor the license 

agent is required to provide records of past archery license 

purchases. As part of the department's bow and arrow 

licensing procedures, the department shdll notify the public 

regarding bow hunter education requirements. A9-~a~t-e£ 

tno~e--~~b±ie--i~formation--effort~,--the--departmen~--~hai± 

not±fy-by-mei±-a±¼-±ndi¥±dtta±~-who--pareha:,ed--a--eia~:,--A-i 

speeiel--bow--and--e~r~w--±±een~e-dtlrin9-the-±998-9t-h~nt±n9 

see::,on-;-
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(4) The department shall provide for a course vf 

instruction in the safe handling of firearms and for that 

purpose may cooperate with any reputable organization having 

as one of its objectives the promotion of safety in the 

handling of firearms. The department may designate as an 

instructor any person it finds to be competent lo give 

instructions in the handling of firearms. A person appointed 

shall give the course of instruction and shall issue a 

certificate of competency in the safe handling of firearms 

to a person successfully completing the course. 

(5) The department shall provide for a course of 

instruction from the national bowhunter education foundation 

and for that purpose may cooperate with any reputable 

organization having as one of its objectives the promotion 

of safety in the handling of bow hunting tackle. The 

department may designate as an instructor any person it 

finds to be competent to give the national bowhunter 

education foundation instruction. A person appointed shall 

give the course of instruction and shall issue a certificate 

of completion from the national bowhunter education 

foundation to any person successfully completing the course. 

(6) (a) A hunter safety instructor acting on behalf of 

the department under subsection (4) or (5) who has taught 

one or more hunter safety classes in 10 of the previous 11 

years may request and must be granted, without charge, a 
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complimentary Class AAA--sportsman's license for the year in 

which the request is made. 

(b) A hunter safety instructor acting on behalf of the 

department under subsection (4) or (5) who has taught one or 

more hunter safety classes in 20 of the previous 22 years 

must, upon a single requesl, be granted annually for life, 

without charge, a complimentary Class AAA--sportsman's 

license, to be issued each year that the instructor remains 

a resident of Montana. The department may require annual 

proof of residency. 

{c} A license qranted under this subsection (6) is 

subject to the same restrictions! exce.e.t the fee 

requirement, as any Class AAA--sportsman's license." 

Section 2. Section 87-2-711, MCA, is amended to read: 

•e?-2-711. (Temporary) Class AAA--sportsman•s license. 

Any resident, as defined by 87-2-102, who will be 12 years 

of age or older prior to September 15 of the season for 

which the license is issued, upon payment of the sum of $54 

beginning March 1, 1992, and $64 beginning March 1, 1994, 

eha¼i--be is entitled to a sportsman's license whie~-eh8¼¼ 

p~rmit that permits the holder to exercise all rights 

granted to holders of Class A, A-1, A-3, A-5, A-6, and 

resident conservation licenses as prescribed in 87-2-202. 

The department shall 

license an appropriate 

furnish each holder of a sportsman's 

decal. The fee for a Class 
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waived for a hunter safety 

a complimentary sportsman's 

(Terminates March 1, 1996--sec. 

March 1, 1996) Class 

Any resident, as defined by 

7 87-2-102, who will be 12 years of age or older prior to 

8 September 15 of the season for which the license is issued, 

9 upon payment of the sum of $64, 8ha½½-be is entitled to a 

10 sportsman's license wh~eh--ehaii--pe~ffl¼~ ~ermits the 

11 holder to exercise all rights granted to holders of Class A, 

12 A-1, A-3, A-5, A-6, and resident conservation licenses as 

13 prescribed in 8, -202. The department shall furnish each 

14 holder of a sportsman's license an appropriate decal. The 

15 fee for a Class AAA--sEortsman 1 s license is waived for a 

16 

17 

18 

hunter safety instructor who is entitled to a complimentary 

sportsman's license under 87-2-lOllih'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act l is 

19 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0ll5, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act recognizing Montana hunter safety instructors through the grant of a complimentary class AAA - sportsman license 
based on years of service as an instructor; waiving fees for the license; and providing an i1T1111ediate effective date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The total number of instructors will remain at about 1,100. 

2. The number of instructors that qualify for a complimentary license by teaching at least one class for 10 of the last ll 
years is 507. 

3. The cost of tracking, verifying and issuing yearly licenses to qualified instructors will be absorbed by the department. 

4. Hunter safety instructors purchase a variety of various combinations of department licenses. For this analysis, we will 
assume that each instructor would purchase a sportsman license. 

5. Hunter safety instructors will first request their complementary license during FY94 (March 1, 1994 - February 28, 
1995). All requests for complementary licenses will be made during the first four months of the license year. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenues: 

Annual Loss of Revenue: $32,448 

\dkw-: L,,.,, k13-'13 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE EVE FRANKLIN, PRIMARY SPONSOR ' DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for SB0115, as introduced s~ ,,~ 




