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SENATE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY VAUGHN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING SPECIAL 

LICENSE PLATES FOR FIREFIGHTERS AND AMBULANCE PERSONNEL: 

ALLOCATING PART OF THE LICENSE FEES TO THE FIRE SERVICES 

TRAINING SCHOOL AND PART OF THE LICENSE FEES TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-3-332 AND 61-3-446, MCA: AND PROVIDING A DELAYED 

EFFECTIVE DATE," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. (Temporary) Number plates. (1) A motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters 11 MCD 11 or 

the letters "MC" and the word 11 DEALER 11
, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 
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bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

letter "U" and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters 11 TR 11 and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter 11 R11 and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section 7 -aftd-¼t-sh8¼i-manttfaetttre-the-~ew¼y 

des¼gfted--ftttMber--piates-ror-iss~anee-afte~-denttary-¼,-¼99¼, 

~o-repiaee,-at-renewa±-as-reqttired-in-6¼-3-3¼%-end-6¼-3-3¼4, 

ftttmber-p¼ates-that-were-disp¼ayed-on-motor--~ekieie~--b~for~ 

that-elate. 
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(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on stteh the license plates, and the word "Montana 11 and the 

year must be placed across the plates. Saeh-regi~tratien 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the depactment. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "Al" ,or "AA l", or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate pceceded by the numbec of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of 9tteh 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings provided in this section, number 

plates must beac the following distinctive markings: 

(a) Foe vehicles owned by the state, the department may 
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designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and "o ~ year number may 

not be indicated the~eon on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

·replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

lb) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees theceof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word "EXEMPT"~ Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the ircigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to ceplacement by the 
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department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates, 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word •TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR 11 or the word .. TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC 11 or the word 11 CYCLE 11 must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

Ne ~ registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9: Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, ·18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 
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26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; P~rk, 49; Garfield, SO; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 
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veterans of the armed services, er veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, active or 

retired firefighters, or ambulance personnel who comply with 

the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol}; United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and united States 

marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 
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forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the department of 

veterans affairs 

presentation to 

to 

the 

be service-connected 

department of proof of 

may, 

the 

upon 

100\ 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters uov0
• 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by ft¼a the veteran's service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 
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war" or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by 

parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. ta 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

the United States armed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection (lO)(f)(iJ if ft~ the person was separated from 

the armed services under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 
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(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the departmen.t, of his the person•s qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates numbered in sets of two with a different 

number on each set. The plates must display: 

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified 

veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii} Each veteran who receives special license plates 

under this subsection (lO)(f) is liable for payment of all 

taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter 

and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate 

fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under 

this subsection (lO)(f}, the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

-10-
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fund; 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans' cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) ( i) An active or retired member of a local 

firefighter force who is a resident of this state may be 

issued special license plates, numbered in sets of two with 

a different number on each set. The plates must ~isplay a 

design or decal of the symbol of the Maltese cross and the 

term "retired" if the firefighter is retired. The chief of 

the local firefighter force shall issue to each eligible 

mernb~r of the force a certificate authorizing the issuanc~ 

of special license plates. The member shall surrender the 

e!.~.,t~_s to the department uoon becomJ nq i!"!eligible to use 

them. 

iill Each firefighter who receives special license 

plates under subsection (lO)(g)(i) is liable for payment of 

all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this 

chapter and a special fire service license plate fee of $10. 
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Upon an original application for a license _under this 

subsection (lO){g), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

{B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the s,eecial fee in the 

state s~cia~ revenue fund to the credit of the fire 

services trainin9. school to be a,e,ero12r iated by the 

legislature for additional training, train i n~9 ~ and 

higher education for firefighters. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

orovided in subsection (lO)(g)(ii)(C), 

_l.t1J__ll.L_An active or retired member of au ambulance 

service who is a resident of the state may be issued special 

license plates, numbered in sets of two with a different 

number on each set. The plates must display d design or 

decal of the symbol of the star of life and the term 

"retired 11 if the person is retired, The board of directors 

cf each ambulanc~ service shall issue to each eligible 

member of the ambulance service a certificate authorizing 

the issuance of special license plates. The member shall 

surrender the plates to the department ~on becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(ii) Each ~ember of an ambulance service ~~o receives 

-12-
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special license plates under subsection (lO)(h)(il is liable 

for payment of all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 

4 of this chapter and a special ambulance service license 

plate fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license 

under this subsection (l0)(h), the county treasurer shall: 

(Al de~sit ~l of the special fee in the countl general 

fund; 

(Bl remit ~l for de2osit in the state general fund: and 

(C) deP2sit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of health and environmental sciences to be appropriated by 

the legislature for additional training, training aids, and 

higher education for ambulance personnel. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lOl(h)(ii)(C). 

t~ti!l A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.J 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) NUllber plates. (1) A 

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 
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Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or guadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER•, one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "OD" or the 

letter •u 11 and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters 11 TR 11 and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter 11 R" and the word 

11
DEALER 11

, and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers 1 plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

-14-
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are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section7-and-it-sha¼¼-manttfaetttre-the-new¼y 

des¼9ned--nttmber--p¼ates-£or-ieettanee-a£~er-danttary-¼7-¼99¼, 

to-replace,-at-renewal-as-regttired-in-6l-3-3lz-and-6l-3-3i4T 

namber-p¼ates-that-were-disp¼ayed-on-moter--vehie¼es--berere 

that-date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on such the 

license plates1 and the word •Montana" and the year must be 

placed across the bottom of the plates. Stteh-registration 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination1 such 

as "Al" or "AA 1"1 or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 
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appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of s~eh 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings in this section provided, number 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a} For vehicles owned by the state1 the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State owned", and nee year number may 

not be indicated ~hereeft on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(bl For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities1 irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

-16-
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to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR 11 or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 
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may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car. 

truck. trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No~ registration or license fee may!!£!_ be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows; 

Silver Bow. 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula. 4; 

Lewis and Clark. 5; Gallatin. 6; Flathead, 7: Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15: Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 1_8; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32: Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin. 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56, Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

-18-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

provided 

must be 

in subsection 

replaced by a 

SB 0056/01 

(5), except that the county number 

nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, er veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, active or 

retired firefighters, or ambulance personnel who comply with 

the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special 

displaying the letters 

license plate with a design or decal 

"NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 
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United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor}; United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United states 

marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the department of 

veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon 

presentation to the department of proof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters 11 0v". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW·-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person, 
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(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by & military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his the veteran's service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war• or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by 

parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 
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Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

the United States armed forces~ If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection (lO)(f)(i) if he the person was separated from 

the armed services under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the department, of h*s the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates numbered in sets of two with a different 

number on each set. The plates must display: 

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 
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county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified 

veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Each veteran who receives special license plates 

under this subsection (l0)(f) is liable for payment of all 

taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter 

and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate 

tee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under 

this subsection (l0)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans• cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(f)(iii)(C). 

( g I ( i I An active or retired member of a local 

firefighter force who is a resident of this state may be 

issued special license plates, numbered in sets of two with 
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a different number on each set. The plates must display a 

design or decal of the symbol of the Maltese cross and the 

term "retired" if the firefighter is retired. The chief of 

the local firefighter force shall issue to each eligible 

member of the force a certificate authorizing the issuance 

of special license plates. The member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(ii} Each firefighter who receives special license 

plates under subsection (l0)(g)(i) is liable for payment of 

all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this 

chapter and a special fire service license plate fee of $10. 

Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (l0)(g), the county treasurer shall: 

ill. deposit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

l..!!l remit $1 for deposit in the state gener~l fufld; and 

J.£l deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state s,E_ecial re~enue fund to the credit of lhe fire 

services training school to be appropriated by the 

legislature for additional training, training aids.!. and 

higher education for firefighters. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(g)(ii)(C). 
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(h) (i) An active or retired member of an ambulance 

service who is a resident of this state may be issued 

special license plates, numbered in sets of two with a 

different number on each set. The plates must display a 

design or decal of the symbol of the star of life and the 

term "retired" if the person is retired. The board of 

directors of each ambulance service shall issue to each 

eligible member of the ambulance service a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of special license plates. The 

member shall surrender the plates to the department upon 

becoming ineligible to use them. 

(ii) Each member of an ambulance service who receives 

special license plates under subsection (l0){h)(i) is liable 

for payment of all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 

4 of this chapter and a special ambulance service license 

plate fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license 

under this subsection (l0)(h), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit ~l of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(B) remit ~l for deQosit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

23 of health and environmental sciences to be appropriated by 

24 the legislature for additional training, training aids, and 

25 higher education for ambulance personnel. 
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fiii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(h)(ii)(C). 

t9t.1...U. A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person.N 

Section 2. Section 61-3-446, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-446. Retention of special license plates. If 

during a registration year the holder of special license 

plates issued under 61-3-332(10)(b) through t~6tt£t (l0)(h) 

disposes of the vehicle to which the plates are affixed, he 

the holder shall retain the plates and may affix them to 

another vehicle." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective January 1, 1994. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0056, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act creating special license plates for firefighters and ambulance personnel and 
allocating part of the license fees to the Fire Services Training School and part of the license fees to the Department of 
Health and Environmental Sciences. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
Department of Justice 
1. There are 8,000 active and retired firefighters and 2,000 active and retired ambulance personnel currently in Montana. 

Half of those eligible will purchase special plates, or 5,000. Because the effective date is 1/1/94, half {2,500) will 
purchase in FY94 and half {2,500) in FY95. 

2. Start up expenditures of the Department of Justice during FY94 will be design costs of $2,000 and 150 hours of computer 
programming, costing $5,700. In addition postage and handling will cost $5 per set of plates ($5 X 2,500 = $12,500 each 
year). 

Fire Services Training School 
3. Matching grants will be provided to local fire services for the development of training programs and facilities. It is 

assumed that 90% of the annual revenue from this special fee ($8 per plate X 2,000 = $16,000) will be granted to local 
fire services. 

4. Additional administrative costs incurred by the Fire Services Training School will be funded by revenue appropriated 
from the state special revenue account. It is estimated that 10% of the revenue from this special fee will be used for 
increased operating expenses. 

Department of Health and Environmental Sciences 
5. Special fees and corresponding expenditures under this bill will involve the Health Services and Medical Facilities 

Program. It is estimated that annual special revenue from the license plate fee will be $4,000 ($8 X 500) 
Department of Corrections and Human Services 
6. There will be minimal increased expenditures incurred in the production of these special license plates. 

FISCAL IMPACT: {continued) 

~L 
DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR 

l-Lf-13 
DATE 

->'c // 
-~~/:ca, L<~ 

I I , 
{/(~C•-::~· 

7 

ELEANOR VAUGHN. PRIMARY SPONSOR 
1J!Lc;3 

iDATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for SB0056, as introduced s /3> st. 



Fiscal Note Request,SB0056. as introdllced 
Form BD-15 page 2 
( continued) 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Department of Justice: 
FY94 FY95 ----

Current Law Pro12osed Law Difference Current Law Pro,2osed Law Difference 
EXJ?enditures: 
FTE 626.50 626. -so 0 614.00 614.00 0 
Personal Services 21,417,933 21,417,933 0 21,237,220 21,237,220 0 
Operating Costs 8,123,837 8,144,037 20,200 7,674,581 7,687,081 12,500 
Equipment 1,695,819 1,695,819 0 1,672,557 1,672,557 0 
Debt Service 227 829 227 829 0 255,329 255,329 0 

Total 31,465,418 31,485,618 20,200 30,839,687 30,852,187 12,500 
Funding: 
General Fund 7,238,602 7,258,802 20,200 6,751,881 6,764,381 12,500 
State Special 22,617,760 22,617,760 0 22,487,293 22,487,293 0 
Federal Special 1,017,689 1,017,689 0 1,007,338 1,007,338 0 
Proprietary Fund 591,367 591,367 0 593.175 593,175 0 

Total 31,465,118 31,485,318 20,200 30,839,687 30,852,187 12,500 

Fire Services Training School: 
FY94 FY95 

Current Law Pro12osed Law Difference Current Law Pro12osed Law Difference 
EXJ?enditures: 
FTE 5.44 5.44 0 5. 44 5.44 0 
Personal Services 218,340 218.340 0 221.636 221,636 0 
Operating Costs 41,255 42,855 1,600 38,601 40,201 1,600 
Equipment 246 246 0 9,646 9,646 0 
Local Assistance 0 14 400 14 400 0 14 400 14 400 

Total 259,841 275,841 16,000 269,883 285,883 16,000 

Funding: 
General Fund 259,841 259,841 0 269,883 269,883 0 
State Special 0 16 000 16.000 0 16 000 16 000 

Total 259,841 275,841 16,000 269,883 285,883 16,000 

FISCAL IMPACT: (continued) 

'513 st. 



Fiscal Note Request,SB0056, as introduc~d 
Form BD-15 page 3 
(continued) 

Department of Health and Environmental Sciences-Health Services and Medical Facilities Program: 

Expendi tur;:g_s~ 
FTE 
Personal Services 
Operating Costs 
Equipment 

Total 

Funding: 
General Fund 
State Special 
Federal Special 

Total 

Reven,ues: 

General Fund 
State Special 

Total 

Net Imi;iact: 

General Fund 
State Special 

Current Law 

17.22 
603,955 
842,769 

7,300 
1,454,024 

565,675 
196,201 
692,148 

1,454,024 

Current Law 
0 
Q_ 

0 

Current Law 
0 

0 

FY~4 
Proposed Law 

17.22 
603,955 
846,769 

7 300 
1,458,024 

565,675 
200,201 
692,148 

1,458,024 

FY94 
Proi;iosed Law 

2,500 
20,000 
22,500 

FY;l_4 
Proposed Law 

(17,700) 
0 

Difference 

0 
0 

4,000 
0 

4,000 

0 
4,000 

0 
4,000 

Difference 
2,500 

20 000 
22,500 

Difference 
(17,700) 

0 

~J,ITrent Law 

17.22 
604,781 
846,506 

8 300 
1,459,587 

569,282 
196,278 
694,027 

1,459,587 

Current Law 
0 
0 
0 

Current Law 
0 

0 

FY25 
Proposed Law 

17.22 
604,781 
850,506 

8,300 
1,463,587 

569,282 
200,278 
694,027 

1,463,587 

FY95 
Proposed Law 

2,500 
20,000 
22,500 

F}'95 
l:'roposed Law 

(10,000) 
0 

Difference 

0 
0 

4,000 
0 

4,000 

0 
4,000 

0 
4,000 

Difference 
2,500 

20,000 
22,500 

Difference 
(10,000) 

0 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: Counties will share initial revenues of $2,500 in FY94 and FY95. 
Local government may also benefit from training grants to local fire services and increased training services for ambulance 
personnel with no appreciable extra costs. 
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ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATIO~ 

SENATE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY VAUGHN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING SPECIAL 

LICENSE PLATES FOR FIREFIGHTERS AND AMBHbAN€E PERSONNEL OF A 

LICENSED EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE; ALLOCATING PART OF THE 

LICENSE FEES TO THE FIRE SERVICES TRAINING SCHOOL ANBL PART 

OF THE LICENSE FEES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

ENVIRONJoiENTAL SCIENCES, AND PART OF THE LICENSE FEES TO THE 

STATE GENERAL FUND; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-332 AND 61-3-446, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. (Teaporary) IIUllber plates. (1) A motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or guadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters 0 MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

~ •-••• CauncM 
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new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word 11 D.EALER 11
, one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

letter "U 11 and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter 11 R11 and the word 

"DEALER .. , and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers• plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this sectionT-end-~t-shai¼-manutaetttre-~he-new½y 

des±gned--number--p¼ates-rer-¼ssttanee-atter-danuary-¼7-¼99¼7 

to-rep¼aee7-at-reneva¼-as-required-in-6¼-3-3¼i-and-6¼-3-3¼47 

number-p¼ates-that-vere-displayed-on-motor--vehie¼es--before 
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that-date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on s1:1eh the license plates, and the word "Montana" and the 

year must be placed across the plates. St1eh-reg¼stratien 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as •Al" or "AA 1•, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of stteh 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings provided in this section, number 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 
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{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned 11
, and no~ year number may 

not be indicated ~hereo~ on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

-4- SB 56 
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permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word •TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word '1C'iCLE 11 must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or guadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No ! registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

19) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 
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Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 
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disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, er veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, active ~r 

retired firefighters, or ambttlaftee personnel OF AN EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICE LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306 who comply with the 

following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol): United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States 

marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 
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ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the department of 

veterans affairs to be service-connected 

presentation to the department of proof of 

disability, be issued a special license plate 

may, 

the 

under 

upon 

100\ 

this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DVP. 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

1001 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii} Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his the veteran's service record, may upon application 
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and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war" or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by 

parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

the United States armed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection (lO)(f}(i) if he the person was separated from 
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the armed services under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the department, of his the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates numbered in sets of two with a different 

number on each set. The plates must display: 

(A) the word •vETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified 

veterans. The plates must be placed oc mounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Each veteran who receives special license plates 

under this subsection (lO)(f} is liable for payment of all 

taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter 

and a special veteran 1 s or purple heart medal license plate 

fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under 
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this subsection (lO)(f), the county treasucer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund: and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans' cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(f)(iii)(C), 

(g) (i) An active er--retir~d member of a local 

firefighter force who is a resident of this state may be 

issued special license plates, numbered in sets of two with 

a different number on each set. The plates must display a 

design or decal of the symbol of the Maltese cross and--the 

~erm--a~e~¼red~--if-the-Eirefighte~-¼s-ree±red. The chief of 

the local firefighter force shall issue to each eligible 

member of the force a certificate authorizing the issuance 

of special license plates. The member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(ii) Each firefighter who receives special license 

plates under subsection (l0)(g)(i) is liable for payment of 
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all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this 

chapter and a special fire service license plate fee of!!.! 

$15.50. Upon an original application for a license under 

this subsection (lO)(g), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(BJ remit g $6,50 for deposit in the state general 

fund, and 

(C! deE:Qsit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state seecial revenue fund to the credit of the fire 

services training school to be aeeroEriated b)! the 

legislature for additional training, training aids, and 

higher education for firefighters. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(g)(ii)(C). 

(h) (i) An active or--ret¼red member of an ambtt½anee 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL service LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306 who is a 

resident of the state may be issued special license plates, 

numbered in sets of two with a different number on each set. 

The plates must displa)! a design or decal of the symbol--ef 

~he--star--of--¼ife--and-the-term-~ret¼red•-¼£-the-pe:rson-¼s 

retired MONTANA EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES SYSTEM LOGO. The 

OWNER, DIRECTOR, OR board of directors of each ambuianee 

LICENSED service shall issue to each eligible member of the 
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ambulance service a certificate authorizing the issuance of 

special license plates. The member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(ii) Each member of an-ambtt¼anee A LICENSED service who 

receives special license plates under subsection (l0)(h)(i) 

is liable for payment of all taxes and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special amba¼anee 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL service license plate fee of ill $15.50. 

Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (lO)(hl, the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(Bl remit fl~ for deposit in the state general 

fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of health and environmental sciences to be appropriated by 

the legislature for additional training, training a·ids, and 

higher education for ambaianee ~nnel OF EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICES LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (1D)(h)(ii)(C). 

tqti!l A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 
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special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. {Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Nuaber plates. (1) A 

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or guadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

guadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars {including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

letter "U" and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR• or the letters "TR 11 and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 
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the distinctive letters •Rv" or the letter "R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section,-and-it-sha¼¼-mannfae~ttre-the-new¼y 

desi9ned-nttmber-p¼atea-£or-½ssttanee-a£~er-dannary--¼,--¼99¼7 

to-replaee7-at-renewal-as-req~ired-in-6l-3-3ti-and-6l-3-3l4T 

n~aber--p¼ates--that-were-diap¼ayed-en-metor-•ehie¼es-befere 

that:-date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on sncft the 

license plates, and the word RMontana" and the year must be 

placed across the bottom of the plates. s~eh--r~gistration 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 
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background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "A 1 11 or "AA 1 11
, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings in this section provided, number 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and no~ year number may 

not be indicated ~hereon on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 
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replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

•x" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 
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tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

-TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "Men or the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No ~ registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3: Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 

7: Fergus, B: 

11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 
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Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal,~ or 

retired firefighters, or ambtt!enee personnel OF AN EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICE LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306 who comply with the 

following provisions: 
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(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special 

displaying the letters 

license plate with a design or decal 

"NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR tsymbol); and United States 

marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the department of 

veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon 

presentation to the department of proof of the 100% 
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disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV 11
• 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100\ disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by hie the veteran's service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war" or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by 

parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 
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satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7,55 a.m. to 9;45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

the United States armed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license 

subsection (lO)(f)(i) 

the armed services 

plates inscribed as provided in 

if he the person was separated from 

under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the department, of his the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 
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license plates numbered in sets of two with a different 

number on each set. The plates must display: 

(AJ the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to 

veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted 

to the 

qualified 

on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Each veteran who receives special license plates 

under this subsection (l0)(f) is liable for payment of all 

taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter 

and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate 

fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under 

this subsection (l0J(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(Al deposit $3 of the special fee in the county genecal 

fund; 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the ccedit of the department 
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of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans• cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) (i) An active or--cetired member of a local 

firefighter force who is a resident of this state may be 

issued special license plates, numbered in sets of two with 

a different number on each set. The plates must display a 

design or decal of the symbol of the Maltese cross and--the 

~erm--•ree¼red•--¼£-the-firefigh~er-¼e-re~i~ed. The chief of 

the local firefighter force shall issue to each eligible 

member of the force a certificate authorizing the issuance 

of special license plates. The member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(ii) Each firefighter who receives special license 

plates under subsection (l0)(g)(i) is liable for payment of 

all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this 

chapter and a special fire service license plate fee of $¼8 

$IS.SO. Upon an original application for a license under 

this subsection (l0)(g), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) depasit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 
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(B) remit g $6.50 for de~sit in the state general 

fund; and 

(C) de~sit the remainder of the seecial fee in the 

state SEecial revenue fund to the credit of the fire 

services training school to be aJ:>.e!.2.11.riated by the 

legislature for additional training, training aids, and 

higher education for firefighters. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(g)(ii)(C). 

(h) (i) An active er--retired member of an ambtt¼anee 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL service LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306 who is a 

resident of this state may be issued special license plates, 

numbered in sets of two with a different number on each set. 

The plates must display a design or decal of the aymbel-ef 

ehe-star-ef-¼i!e-and-the-term-•retired•--it--the--persen--ia 

retired MONTANA EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES SYSTEM LOGO. The 

OWNER, DIRECTOR, OR board of directors of each ambalanee 

LICENSED service shall issue to each eligible member of the 

amhttlanee service a certificate authorizing the issuance of 

special license plates. The member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(ii) Each member of an-amb~¼anee A LICENSED service who 

receives special license plates under subsection (1D)(h)(i) 
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is liable for payment of all ta~es and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special ambtt¼anee 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL service license plate fee of fil ~15.50. 

Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (1D}(h}, the county treasurer shall: 

{A) deposit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(Bl remit g $6.50 for deposit in the state general 

fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of health and environmental sciences to be appropriated by 

the legislature for additional training, training aids, and 

higher education for amba¼anee personnel OF EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICES LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306. 

I iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(h)(ii)(C). 

tgtill A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person ... 

Section 2. section 61-3-446, MCA, is amended to read: 
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1 •61-3-446. Retention of special license plates. If 

2 during a registration year the holder of special license 

3 plates issued under 61-3-332(10)(b) through tr8ttft (lO)(h) 

4 

5 

6 

disposes of the vehicle to which the plates are affixed, he 

the holder shall retain the plates and may affix them to 

another vehicle." 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act I is 

8 effective January l, 1994. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO, 56 

INTRODUCED BY VAUGHN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING SPECIAL 

LICENSE PLATES FOR FIREFIGHTERS AND AMBl!bANee PERSONNEL OF A 

LICENSED EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE: ALLOCATING PART OF THE 

LICENSE FEES TO THE FIRE SERVICES TRAINING SCHOOL ANBL PART 

OF THE LICENSE FEES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

ENVIROIIMEN'l'AL SCIENCES, AND PART OF THE LICENSE FEES TO THE 

STATE GENERAL FUND: AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-332 AND 61-3-446, 

MCA1 AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. 

vehicle that 

(Teaporary) lluaber 

is driven upon the 

plates. ( 1) A motor 

streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of ■otor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters •MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 
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new and used ■otorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used ■otorcars only Cincluding used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

letter •a• and the word •oEALER", one for dealers in 

traflers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

•oEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters •av• or the letter •a• and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

depart■ent designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affized to the license plates in use. 

13) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section7-and-it-sha¼¼-manttfaetttre-~he-new¼y 

des+gned--nttaber--pla~es-Eer-isattanee-after-aanttary-¼7-199¼7 

to-rep¼aee7-at-renewal-ae-reqtttred-tn-6t-3-3¼i-and-6¼-3-3¼4 7 

na■ber-p¼ates-that-were-disp¼ayed-an-motor--•eh¼e¼es--before 
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that-date. 

(f) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of ..,tal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of t'he state of Montana aust be used as a distinctive border 

on etteh !.!!!. license plates, and the word "Mont•-na" and the 

year must be placed across the plates. Stleh-regtaera~ion 

Registration plat•s must be treated with a r•flectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the d.epartment. 

(5) The distinctive r•gistration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "A 1 • or "AA 1 •, or any other similar combination of 

letters and nimbers. '!'he distinctiv• registration nuaber or 

letter-nWlber coabilMltion assigned to the vehicle ■ust 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the saae horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration nuaber by a separation mark unless 

a letter-nuaber coabination is used. The diaensions of a•n 
nuaerals and letters aust be determined by the department, 

and all county and regiatration nuabers ■ust be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exeapt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings provided in this section, number 

plates ■uat bear the following distinctive markings: 
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fa) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and ne ~ year number may 

~ be indicated ~hereon on the plates becau&e these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and ~ill be 

replaced by the depart-nt only when the physical condition 

of nuabered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

fr- the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

•x• or the word •EXEMPT". Distinctive E'egistration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these nu•ber plates are of a 
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permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-e~empt trailers, there must appear the letter •T• or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters •MC• or the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the 110torcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

NO ~ registration or license fee may~ be assessed upon a 

transfer of a nuaber plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows, 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, J; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 

7; Fergus, B; 

11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 
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Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), eKcept that the county number 

must be replaced by a noncemovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members. 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 
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disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the ar•ed services, or veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, active ~ 

re~ired firefighters, or aabn¼anee personnel OF AN EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICE LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306 who comply with the 

following provisions: 

ta) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active aember of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard. plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(syabol): United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (syllbol): and United States 

aarine corps reserve, NCR (globe and anchor). The c01111Unding 

officer of each araed forces reserve unit ■hall issue ta 

each eligible member of 

authorizing the issuance 

the reserve unit a certificate 

of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 
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ineligible to use them. 

(cl A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the department of 

veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon 

presentation to the department of proof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters •ov•. 

Ci) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

1001 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

(iii)~ disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

licenae plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person•s vehicle under this title. 

(.d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by h¼a the veteran's service record, may upon application 
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and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war" or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon payment 

parts 3 and 5 of this 

of all taxes and fees required by 

chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall 

issue to a ltontana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a ..,.ber of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a. ■• (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

Barbor, the island of 0ahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge fro■ 

the United States ar■ed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or ■utilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replace■ent 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection (lO)(f)(i) if he the person was separated from 
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the armed services under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the department, of his the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates nuabered in sets of two with a different 

number on each set. The plates must display: 

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States aarine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

{B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Platea must be furnished by the department 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to 

veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted 

to the 

qualified 

on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

Ciii) Each veteran who receives special license plates 

under this subsection (lO)(f) is liable for payment of all 

taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter 

and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate 

fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under 
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this subsection (lO)(fJ, the county treasurer shall: 

(Al deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(Bl remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(CJ deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans• cemetery. 

(ivl Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(f)(iii)(CJ. 

(g) (i) An active er--re~ired member of a local 

firefighter force who is a resident of this state may be 

issued special license plates, nuabered in sets of two with 

a different number on each set. The plates ■ust display a 

design or decal of the symbol of the Maltese cross and--~he 

ter■--•reetred•--if-the-firefi9hter-ia-retired. The chief of 

the local firefighter force shall issue to each eligible 

■e■ber of the force a certificate authorizing the issuance 

of special license plates. The ■e■ber shall surrender the 

plates to the department ueon becoming ineligiQle to use 

them. 

(ii) Each firefighter who receives special license 

plates under subsection (lO)(g)(il is liable for payment of 
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all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this 

chapter and a special fire service license plate fee of f¼B 

$15.50. Upon an original application for a license under 

this subsection (101(91, the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(Bl remit ~ $6.50 for deposit in the state general 

fund_; and 

(C) de~sit the remainder of the Se!:Cial fee in the 

state SE!!:Cial revenue fund to the credit of the fire 

services training school to be aeeroeriated by the 

le9islature for additional training, training aids, and 

higher education for firefighters. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(gl(ii)jCI. 

(h) (i) An active er--re~¼red member of an ambttianee 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL service LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306 who is a 

tesident of the state may be issued special license plates, 

numbered in sets of two with a different number on each set. 

The elates must display a design or decal of the syai>D¼--of 

ehe--•~•r--of--¼¼fe--aftd-the-term-•retired•-¼f-the-persen-is 

•e~¼red MONTANA EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES SYSTEM LOGO. The 

OWNER, DIRECTOR, OR board of directors of each a■balance 

LICENSED servi~~ shall issue to each eli9ible member of the 
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aabtt¼enee service a certificate authorizing the issuance of 

special license plates. The aember shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligibl~ to use 

them. 

(ii) Each member of an-a■ba¼anee A LICENSED service who 

receives special license plates under subsection (lO)(h)(il 

is liable for payaent of all taxes and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special a■ba¼anee 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL service license plate fee of ill $15.50. 

Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (lO)(hl, the county treasurer shall: 

(Al deposit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund, 

(Bl re■it !!_ $6.50 for deposit in the state general 

fund, and 

(Cl deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of health and environmental sciences to be appropriated by 

the legislature for additional training, training aids, and 

higher education for a■btt¼anee 2!!.,!2nnel OP EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICES LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(h)(ii)(CJ. 

t9till A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 
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special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Nu■ber plates. (l) A 

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars. one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

aotorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters "MC• and the word •DEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •UD" or the 

letter •u• and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters .. TR" and the word 

"DEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

-14- SB 56 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

!,;1! OO,b/02 

the distinctive letters •Rv• or the letter •a• and the word 

•oEALER•, and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for nu■ber plates as 

provided in this section7-and-it-aha¼¼--nnfaetnre-the-neviy 

deai9ned-nlHlber-piatea-for-iaananee-after-dan■ary--¼7--i99i7 

to-rep¼aee7-at-reneva¼-aa-reqaired-in-6¼-3-3¼i-and-6i-3-3¼47 

n-■loer--p¼atea--that--re-di■p¼ayed-on-■otor-vehie¼ea-1,efore 

thet-date. 

(41 In the case of ■otorcars and trucks, nuaber plate■ 

■uat be of ■etal 6 inchea wide and 12 inches in length. For 

nu■ber plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana ■ust be used a■ a distinctive border on ■■eh the 

license plates, and the word "Montana• and the year ■ust be 

placed across the bottom of the plates. Sneh--re9ietration 

Registration plates ■ust be treated with a reflectorized 
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background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as •A l" or •AA l", or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-nu•ber coabination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of each 

numerals and letters ■ust be determined by the depart-nt, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the mackings in this section provided, number 

plates ■ust bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

depart■ents. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words •state Owned", and no~ year number may 

~ be indicated thereen on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 
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replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by oUicials and e■ployees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the depart■ent may designate, the letter 

•x• or the word •uE.MPT•. Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of ·the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county ■ust begin with nu■ber one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these nu■ber plates are Of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replaceaent by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year nu■ber may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(71 On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 
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tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter •T• or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetcailers. The letters "MC• or the word •CYCLE• must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No ~ registration or license fee may !!f!! be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of. the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17r Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26: Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 
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Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

SS; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonreaovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

■ection, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or aounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible. to receive them, and must be 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. 

re110ved upon 

The special 

license plates ■ust be issued to national guard aeabers, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservist■, 

di■abled veterans, ■urvivors of the Pearl Barbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, or veteran& of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart aedal, ~ ~ 

retired firefighters, or llllila¼anee personnel OP AN EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICE LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306 who comply with the 

following provisions, 
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(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States 

marine corps reserve, NCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon bec0111ing 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 1001 disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the department of 

veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon 

presentation to the department of proof of the 100\ 
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disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

1001 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and tazes for that vehicle under this 

chaptec. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that la conveying a 1001 disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who ia a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a ailitary force of a foreign nation, documented 

by hi■ the veteran's service record, aay upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words •ez-prisoner of 

war• or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(el Upon payaent of all 

part■ 3 and 5 of this chapter 
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satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (el, the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one aotor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge fro■ 

the United States armed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

If) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection (l0)(f)(i) if he the person was separated fr0111 

the araed services under other than dishonorable 

circuastances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the depart■ent, of his the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 
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license plates nuabered in sets of two with a different 

nuaber on each set. The plates auat display: 

(AJ the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(BJ a symbol representing the purple heart ■edal. 

(ii) Plates ■ust be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue then to qualified 

veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and ■ust be re■oved upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Each veteran who receives special license plates 

under this subsection (lOJ(fJ is liable for payment of all 

taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter 

and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate 

fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under 

this subsection (lOJlf), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(BJ remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(CJ deposit the r-inder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 
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of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans' cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) (ii An active or--re~¼red member of a local 

firefighter force who is a resident of this state may be 

issued special license plates, numbered in sets of two with 

a different number on each set. The plates must display a 

design or decal of the symbol of the Maltese cross and--~he 

ter■--•retired•--it-the-tiret¼p~er-¼s-re~ired. The chief of 

the local firefighter force shall issue to each eligible 

■ellber of the force a certificate authorizing the issuance 

of special license plates. The member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

jii) Each firefighter who receives special license 

plates under subsection (lO)jgJ(i) is liable for payment of 

all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this 

chapter and a special fire service license plate fee of $t8 

$15.50. Upon an original apP1ication for a license under 

this subsection jlOJ(g), the county treasurer shall: 

CA) depcsit $1 of the special fee in the county gen~ral 

fund; 
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(B) remit !! $6.50 for deposit in the state general 

fund1 and 

(CJ deposit the remainder of the S2!;Cial fee in the 

state s~cial revenue fund to the credit of the fire 

services training school to be aeero2r ia_ted by the 

legislature for additional training, trainin~ aids,. and 

higher education for firefighters. 

(iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration,. 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special ~ee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(gJ(iiJ(C). 

(hi (ii An active or--retired member of an -balanee 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL service LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306 who is a 

resident of this state may be issued special license plates, 

nullbered in sets of two with a different nWDber on each set. 

The plates aust display a design or decal of the symbol-of 

the-atar-of-l¼fe-and-the-ter■-•retired•--if--the--person--is 

rethed MONTANA EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES SYSTEM LOGO. The 

OWNER 1 DIRECTOR, OR board of directors of each a■btllanee 

LICENSED service shall issue to each eligible mellber of the 

-■balanee service a certificate authorizing the issuance of 

special license plates. The -llber shall surrender the 

plates to the depart-nt upon becoming ineligible to use 

the■. 

(iiJ Each member of en-e■balenee A LICENSED service who 

receives special license plates under subsection (lO)(hJ(i) 
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is liable for payment of all taxes and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special a■balanee 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL service license plate fee of i!! $15.50. 

Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (lOJ(hl, the county treasurer shall: 

(Al deposit $1 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(BJ remit !! $6.50 for deposit in the state general 

fund; and 

(Cl deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of health and environmental sciences to be appropriated by 

the legislature for additional training, training aids, and 

higher education for -balanee personnel OF EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICES LICENSED UNDER 50-6-306. 

[iii) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, 

the county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(h)(ii)(C). 

tgtill A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

iaaued • special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person.• 

Section 2. Section 61-3-446, MCA, is amended to read, 
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l •&1-3-tt6. Retention of apecial license plate■• If 

2 during a registration year the holder of special license 

3 plate• isaued under 61-l-332(10)(b) through tl8ttft (l0)(hl 

• diapoaes of the vehicle to which the plates are affixed, he 

s the holder shall retain the plates and may affix them to 

6 another vehicle.• 

7 MBW SEC'l'ION. Section 3. Bffective date. (This act J is 

8 effective January 1, 1994. 

-End-
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