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SENATE BILL NO. 6 

INTRODUCED BY NATHE 
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, & SAFETY, 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 49; NOES, O. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HUMAN SERVICES & AGING. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN, REPORT ADOPTED, 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THE DAY. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 93; NOES, 7, 

RETURNED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 



SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED . . 
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SENATE BILL NO. 6 

INTRODUCED BY NATHE 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE ROLE AND 

MISSION OF THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL; AND AMENDING SECTION 

53-21-601, MCAa" 

WHEREAS, the 52nd Legislature created a study committee 

to determine the role of the Montana State Hospital at Warm 

Springs and Galen; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee on the Montana State Hospital 

unanimously recommends that the state support a 

comprehensive system of care for the mentally ill that 

emphasizes treatment in the least restrictive environment 

within a continuum of publicly and privately provided 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee on the Montana State Hospital 

further recommends that the role of the Montana State 

Hospital at Warm Springs be to provide intensive inpatient 

psychiatric care and treatment for severely mentally 

disabled persons, with the goal of returning these patients 

to the community when feasible. 
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SB 0006/01 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-601. Location and primary function of hospital. 

(1) The agency providing comprehensive health care services 

at Galen and Warm Springs, Montana, is the Montana state 

hospital and as its primary function provides: 

(a) care and treatment of mentally ill persons; 

(b) diagnosis, care, evaluation, treatment, referral, 

and rehabilitation of persons affli9ted with chemical 

dependency; 

(c) care and treatment of institutional residents or 

clients of the department's community and residential 

programs who require acute hospital care or nursing care; 

(d) treatment of tuberculosis and silicosis (commonly 

called miner's consumption)i 

(e) detoxification of those persons who seek relief 

from the disabling effects of alcohol and other chemical 

substances; and 

(f) contingent upon space and funds, the treatment of 

pulmonary diseases and other medical or ocganic disorders. 

(2) The campus facility at Warm Springs, Montana, is 

the component designated as the mental health facility, as 

defined in 53-21-102, of the department of corrections and 

human services for the care and treatment of mentally ill 

persons. 

-2- S/3 (, 
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SB 0006/01 

1 (a) The role of the Warm Springs facility is to provide 

2 intensive inpatient psychiatric services as one companent in 

3 a comprehensive continuum of a publicly and privately 

4 provided system of care that emphasizes treatment in the 

5 least restrictive environment. 

6 (b) The mission of the Warm Springs facility is to 

7 stabilize severely mentally disabled persons and to return 

8 them to the community as soon as possible if adequate 

9 C~Dll!lu~ity-based support services are available. 

10 

11 are 

(3) The designated campus facilities at Galen, Montana, 

the components designated as the department's 

12 residential treatment facilities for those persons suffering 

13 from chemical dependency. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

(4) The campus facility at Galen, Montana, licensed to 

provide acute hospital and intermediate nursing care, is the 

facility component designated for the care and treatment of 

the medical and organic disorders described 

section." 

-End-
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ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE 
& SAFETY 

SENATE BILL NO. 6 

INTRODUCED BY NATHE 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE ROLE AND 

MISSION OF THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL; AND AMENDING SECTION 

53-21-601, MCA." 

WHEREAS, the 52nd Legislature created a study committee 

to determine the role of the Montana State Hospital at Warm 

Springs and Galen; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee on the Montana State Hospital 

unanimously recommends that the state support a 

comprehensive system of care for the mentally ill that 

emphasizes treatment in the least restrictive environment 

within a continuum of publicly and privately provided 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee on the Montana State Hospital 

further recommends that the role of the Montana State 

Hospital at Warm Springs be to provide intensive inpatient 

psychiatric care and treatment for sewereiy---menta¼¼y 

disabi~d persons WITH SEVERE MENTAL ILLNESS, with the goal 

of returning these patients to the community when feasible. 
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SB 0006/02 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-601. Location and priaary function of hospital. 

(1) The agency providing comprehensive health care services 

at Galen and Warm Springs, Montana, is the Montana state 

hospital and as its primary function provides: 

(a) care and treatment of mentally ill persons: 

(b) diagnosis, care, evaluation, treatment, referral, 

and rehabilitation of persons afflicted with chemical 

dependency; 

(c) care and treatment of institutional residents or 

clients of the department's community and residential 

programs who require acute hospital care or nursing care; 

(d) treatment of tuberculosis and silicosis (commonly 

called miner 1 s consumption); 

(e) detoxification of those persons who seek relief 

from the disabling effects of alcohol and other chemical 

substances; and 

(f) contingent upon space and funds, the treatment of 

pulmonary diseases and other medical or organic disorders. 

(2) The campus facility at Warm Springs, Montana, is 

the component designated as the mental health facility, as 

defined in 53-21-102, of the department of corrections and 

human services for the care and treatment of mentally ill 

persons. 
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(a) The role of the Warm Springs facility is to provide 

intensive inpatient psychiatric services as one component in 

a comprehensive continuum of ~ publicly and privately 

provided system--er-eare PROGRAMS that ~hasizes EMPHASIZE 

treatment in the least restrictive environment. 

(b) The mission of the Warm Springs facility is to 

stabilize severe¼y--men~a¼¼y--disab¼ed persons WITH SEVERE 

MENTAL ILLNESS and to return them to the community as soon 

as possible if adequate community-based support services are 

available. 

11 (3) The designated campus facilities at Galen, Montana, 

12 are the components designated as the department 1 s 

13 residential treatment facilities for those persons suffering 

14 from chemical dependency. 

15 (4) The campus facility at Galen, Montana, licensed to 

16 provide acute hospital and intermediate nursing care, is the 

17 facility component designated for the care and treatment of 

18 the medical and organic disorders described in this 

19 section." 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 6 

INTRODUCED BY NATHE 

BY REOUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE ROLE AND 

MISSION OF THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL; AND AMENDING SECTION 

53-21-601, MCA." 

WHEREAS, the 52nd Legislature created a study committee 

to determine the role of the Montana State Hospital at Warm 

Springs and Galen; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee on 

unanimously recommends that 

the Montana State Hospital 

the state support a 

comprehensive system of care for the mentally ill that 

emphasizes treatment in the least restrictive environment 

within a continuum of publicly and privately provided 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the Co1111ittee on the Montana State Hospital 

further recommends that the role of the Montana State 

Hospital at Warm Springs be to provide intensive inpatient 

psychiatcic care and treatment for se¥ere½y---menta¼¼y 

dissbied persons WITH SEVERE MENTAL ILLNESS, with the goal 

of returning these patients to the community when feasible. 
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SB 0006/02 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-601. Location and pri-ry function of hospital. 

(l) The agency providing comprehensive health care services 

at Galen and warm Springs, Montana, is the Montana state 

hospital and as its primary function provides: 

(a) care and treatment of mentally ill persons: 

(b) diagnosis, care, evaluation, treatment, referral, 

and rehabilitation of persons afflicted with 

dependency; 

chemical 

(c) care and treatment of institutional residents or 

clients of the department's community and residential 

programs who require acute hospital care or nursing care: 

(d) treatment of tuberculosis and silicosis (commonly 

called miner's consumption); 

(e) detoxification of those persons who ·seek relief 

from the disabling effects of alcohol and other chemical 

substances; and 

(fJ contingent upon space and funds, the treatment of 

pulmonary diseases and other medical or organic disorders. 

C2) The campus facility at Warm Springs, Montana, is 

the component designated as the mental health facility, as 

defined in 53-21-102, of the department of corrections and 

human services for the care and treatment of mentally ill 

persons. 
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(a) The role of the Warm Springs facility is to provide 

intensive inpatient psychiatric services as one component in 

a comprehensive continuum of ~ publicly and privately 

provided systffl--of-eare PROGRAMS that ~hasizes EMPHASIZE 

treatment in the least restrictive environment. 

(b) The mission of the Warm Springs facility is to 

stabilize se•erely--mentally--disabled persons WITH SEVERE 

8 MEJITAL ILLNESS and to return them to the community as soon 

9 as •possible if adequate community-based support services are 

10 available, 

11 (3) The designated campus facilities at Galen, Montana, 

12 ace the components designated as the department's 

13 residential treatment facilities for those persons suffering 

14 from chemical dependency. 

15 (4) The campus facility at Galen, Montana, licensed to 

16 provide acute hospital and intermediate nursing care, is the 

17 facility component designated for the care and treatment of 

18 the medical and organic disorders described in this 

19 section.N 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 6 

INTRODUCED BY NATHE 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMIIITTEE ON 

THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE ROLE AND 

MISSION OF THE MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL; AND MENDING SECTION 

53-21-601, MCA." 

WHEREAS, the 52nd Legislature created a study coanittee 

to deteraine the role of the Montana State Hospital at 

Springs and Galen; and 

War■ 

WHEREAS, 

unanimously 

the Coaaittee on 

reca.111ends that 

the Montana State Hospital 

the state support a 

comprehensive syste■ of care for the ■entally ill that 

emphasizes treatment in the least restrictive environment 

within a continuu• of publicly and privately provided 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the Coaaittee on the Montana State Hospital 

further reco .... ends that the role of the Montana State 

Hospital at Nar■ Springs be to provide intensive inpatient 

psychiatric care and treat■ent for ae•ere¼y---aeft~a¼¼y 

disabled persons WITH SEVERE MENTAL ILLNESS, with the goal 

of returning these patients to the co-unity when feasible. 
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SB 0006/02 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-21-601. Location and priaary function of hospital. 

(1) The agency providing c0111prehensive health care services 

at Galen and War• Springs, Montana, is the Montana state 

hospital and as its prinary function provides: 

(a) care and treatment of aentally ill persons; 

(b) diagnosis, care, evaluation, treat ■ent, referral, 

and rehabilitation of persons afflicted with chemical 

dependency; 

(CJ 

clients 

care and treat■ent 

of the depart■ent's 

of institutional residents or 

cCMNRunity and residential 

progra•s who require acute hospital care or nursing care; 

(d) treatment of tuberculosis and silicosis (commonly 

called miner's consu■ption); 

(e) deto~ification of those persons who seek relief 

from the disabling effects of alcohol and other chemical 

substances; and 

ff) contingent upon space and funds, the treatment of 

pul1110nary diseases and other ■edical or organic disorders. 

12) The ca■pus facility at War• Springs, Montana, is 

the c0111ponent designated as the lftental health facility, as 

defined in 53-21-102. of the depart ■ent of corrections and 

human services for the care and treatment of mentally ill 

persons. 
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(a) The role of the War■ Springs facility is to provide 

intensive inpatient psychiatric services as one coaponent in 

a coaprehensive continuu■ of ~ publicly and privately 

provided 9y9te■--ef-eare PROGRAMS that e■pllastees EMPHASIZE 

treat•ent in the least restrictive environ■ent. 

(b) The mission of the War■ Springs facility is to 

stabilize 9ewereiy--■en~ally--dtsebied persons WITH SEVERE 

MENTAL ILLNESS and to return the■ to the coantunity as soon 

as possible if adequate coamunity-based support services are 

available. 

11 (3) The designated ca■pus facilities at Galen, Montana. 

12 are the cot1ponents designated as the department's 

13 residential treat■ent facilities for those persons suffering 

14 froa chemical dependency. 

15 (4) The ca■pus facility at Galen, Montana, licensed to 

16 provide acute hospital and inter■ediate nursing care, is the 

17 facility c011ponent designated for the care and treatment of 

18 the ■edical and organic disorders described in this 

19 section.~ 

-End-
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