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THE -SENATE MD I THE HO~ 9--<- ,._~ "'1'7-'
MONTANA REQUEsh1G A~ d 
MONTANA VETERANS; AND Cc---r;~/..,____ 

REPRESENTATIVES 

INTERIM STUDY 

OF 

OF 

THE 

THE 

STATE 

NEEDS 

OF 

OF 

REQUIRING A REPORT OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

STUDY TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, Montana has the third highest per capita number 

of veterans in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, 26\, or 26,291, of Montana's veterans are 65 

years of age or older; and 

WHEREAS, Montana currently provides a total of 175 beds 

for veterans who require nursing home care, which are 

insufficient to provide for the nursing care needs of 

Montana's veterans; and 

WHEREAS, federal guidelines suggest that Montana needs 

between 255 and 408 state nursing home beds, and the 

guidelines provide that these beds can be built and operated 

with federal funding assistance from the federal Department 

of Veterans Affairs: and 

WHEREAS, the state veterans' nursing home at Columbia 

Falls serves veterans in northwestern Montana and the state 

veterans' nursing home at Miles City serves veterans in 
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eastern Montana, leaving southwestern and central Montana 

unserved, and the area of Deet Lodge and Silver Bow Counties 

would provide an ideal location in which to establish a 

state veterans' nursing home that is accessible to veterans 

in the southwestern and central regions of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has made some drastic 

policy decisions regarding the care of veterans, and the 

changes must be studied to determine if they fulfill the 

needs of Montana veterans and if they reflect a new 

direction in the state's policy on veterans' care or if the 

traditional policy should be pursued; and 

WHEREAS, consideration of shifting 2 cents of the tax on 

cigarettes revenue from capital construction to operational 

expenses reflects a change in state policy; and 

WHEREAS, another change in state policy has been 

considered that would allow the use of insurance to pay for 

community-based, long-term nursing care or home health care, 

rather than providing for additional long-term nursing care 

in state-owned facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has postponed 

appropriating money to build a veterans' nursing home in 

Glendive, which was determined to be necessary by the 1989 

Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, there may be a significant effect on the health 

care of veterans because of changes in national health care 

-2-
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policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislative Council assign an interim committee 

to study the needs of Montana veterans and that the study 

include: 

(l} the feasibility of providing long-term nursing home 

care and home health care as it relates to Montana veterans 

and the role of the federal Department of Veterans Affairs: 

(2) a review of the extent of access, geographically 

and otherwise, of veterans to health and nursing home care 

within Montana; 

(3) the continuum of veterans' services available 

throughout the state, identification of gaps in the 

services, and determination of the role and potential for 

federally funded veterans' programs in Montana; and 

(4) a review of state policy regarding veterans 1 

affairs and the development of reco11111endations to further 

clarify state policy guidelines relative to veterans• 

21 affairs. 

22 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee may 

23 request staff assistance and information from the Oepa~tment 

24 of Military Affairs, the Veterans' Affairs Division, the 

25 Department of Corrections and Buman Services, and other 
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legislative or executive agencies that may have information 

relevant to veterans• affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council 

appoint the membership of the interim committee in a manner 

similar to that which follows: 

(l) four members of the Senate, including one 

republican senator from northeastern Montana, one democratic 

senator from southeastern Montana, one republican senator 

from southwestern Montana, and one democratic senator from 

northwestern Montana; and 

( 2) four members of the House of Representatives, 

including one democratic representative from northeastern 

Montana, one republican representative from southeastern 

Montana, one democratic representative from southwestern 

Montana, and one republican representative from northwestern 

Montana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee 

report its findings, conclusions, and recownendations to the 

54th Legislature. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 

INTRODUCED BY MCCARTHY, QUILICI, PAVLOVICH, 

HARRINGTON, DAILY, MENAHAN, ENDY, D. BROWN, 

GALVIN, SMITH, HAYNE, J. JOHNSON, VAUGHN, 

BECK, LYNCH, JACOBSON 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 

INTERIM STUDY OF THE NEEDS OF MONTANA VETERANS; AND 

REQUIRING A REPORT OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

STUDY TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, Montana has the third highest per c,api ta number 

of veterans in the United States: and 

WHEREAS, 26\, or 26,291, of Montana's veterans are 65 

years of age or older; and 

WHEREAS, Montana currently provides a total of ¼T5 90 

beds for veterans who require nursing home care, which are 

insufficient to provide for the nursing care needs of 

Montana's veterans; and 

WHEREAS, federal guidelines suggest that Montana needs 

between 255 and 408 state nursing home beds, and the 

guidelines provide that these beds can be built and operated 

with federal funding assistance from the federal Department 

of Veterans Affairs; and 
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WHEREAS, the state veterans' nursing home at Columbia 

Falls serves veterans in northwestern Montana and-the-state 

veeerans~-nttreing-hem~-a~--M*¼~s--e¼~y--ser•es--•eterans--in 

eastern--Montafta, leaving southwestern and central Montana 

unserved, and the area of Deer Lodge and Silver Bow Counties 

would provide an ideal location in which to establish a 

state veterans• nursing home that is accessible to veterans 

in the southwestern and central regions of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has made--some--drastie 

CONSIDERED SUBSTANTIAL policy d~cisions regarding the care 

of veterans, and the changes must be studied to determine if 

they fulfill the needs of Montana veterans and if they 

reflect a new direction in the state's policy on veterans• 

care or if the traditional policy should be pursued; and 

WHEREAS, consideration of shifting 2 cents of the tax on 

cigarettes revenue from capital construction to operational 

expenses reflects a change in state policy; and 

WHEREAS, another change in state policy has been 

considered that would allow the use of insurance to pay for 

community-based, long-term nursing care or home health care, 

rather than providing for additional long-term nursing care 

in state-owned facilities; and 

WHBRBAST---the---¼99~----begis¼ature----has----postponed 

apprepr¼ating--aeney--to--btti¼d--a-veteransi-nttrsing-heme-¼n 

8¼endi•e7 -whieh-wae-determined-te-be-neeessary-by--~he--¼999 

-2- HJR 21 

SECOND READ·ING 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HJR 0027/02 

beg¼9ia~ttre;-a"d 

WHEREAS, there may be a significant effect on the health 

care of veterans because of changes in national health care 

policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislative Council assign an interim committee 

to study the needs of Montana veterans and that the study 

include: 

(1) the feasibility of providing long-term nursing home 

care and home health care as it relates to Montana veterans 

and the role of the federal Department of Veterans Affairs; 

(2) a review of the extent of access, geographically 

and otherwise, of veterans to health and nursing home care 

within Montana; 

( 3) the continuum of veterans' services available 

throughout the state, identification of gaps in the 

services, and determination of the role and potential for 

federally funded veterans' programs in Montana; and 

(4) a review of state policy regarding veterans' 

affairs and the development of recommendations to further 

clarify state policy guidelines relative to veterans' 

affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee may 

-3- HJR 27 
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request staff assistance and information from the Department 

of Military Affairs, the Veterans• Affairs Division, the 

Department of Corrections and Human Services, and other 

legislative or executive agencies that may have information 

relevant to veterans• affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the beg¼slat±ve-eo~nell 

appe¼nt-the-membership-ef-the-interim-eo11UBittee-in-a--manner 

slmllar-to-that-whleh-followsT 

t¼t--ronr---members---0£---tfte---Senate7--¼nc±bding--one 

repttb¼iean-sen&tor-Erom-northeastern-Montana,-one-Oemoerat¼e 

aenator-£rom-soatheaatern-Montana7--one--repttbliean--senator 

£roa--s0Hthwestern--Montana7-and-one-democratie-senator-£rom 

northwestern-Montana~-and 

t~t--£onr--members--or--the--Hottse--or--Repreeentat±ves7 

¼ne¼ad¼ng-one-demoerat¼e--representative--from--northeastern 

Montana7--one--repnb¼¼ean--repreaenta~¼ve--from-sontheas~ern 

Montana7-one--demeeratie--repreeentative--from--son~hweetern 

Montana7-and-one-repttb¼iean-re~resentati•e-£rom-nor~hwestern 

Montana~ INTERIM COMMITTEE BE APPOINTED IN THE MANNER 

PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 5-5-211, MCA. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee 

report its findings, conclusions, and recommendations to the 

54th Legislature. 

-End-

-4- HJR 27 
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BOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 

INTRODUCED BY MCCARTHY, QUILICI, PAVLOVICH, 

HARRINGTON, DAILY, MENAHAN, ENDY, D. BROWN, 

GALVIN, SMITH, HAYNE, J. JOHNSON, VAUGHN, 

BECK, LYNCH, JACOBSON 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING 

INTERIM STUDY OF THE NEEDS OF MONTANA VETERANS; 

REQUIRING A REPORT OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF 

STUDY TO THE 54TB LEGISLATURE. 

OF 

AN 

AND 

THE 

WHEREAS, Montana has the third highest per capita number 

of veterans in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, 261, or 26,291, of 110ntana 1 s veterans are 65 

years of age or older; and 

WHEREAS, Montana currently provides a total of ¼~5 90 

beds for veteran• who require nursing home care, which are 

insufficient to provide for the nursing care needs of 

Montana's veterans; and 

WHEREAS, federal guidelines suggest that Montana needs 

between 255 and 408· state nursing home beds, and the 

guidelines provide that these beds can be built and operated 

with federal funding assistance froa the federal Department 

of Veterans Affairs; and 
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WHEREAS, the state veterans• nursing home at Columbia 

Falls serves veterans in northwestern Montana and-the-state 

•e~eransi-narainq-h011e-a~--Mi¼ea--etey--aervee--•e~erans--in 

eaa~era--Mon~ena, leaving southwestern and central Montana 

unserved, and the area of Deer Lodge and Silver Bow Counties 

would provide an ideal location in which to establish a 

state veterans' nursing hOllle that is accessible to veterans 

in the southwestern and central regions of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has ■ade--some--drastie 

CONSIDERED SUBSTANTIAL policy decisions regarding the care 

of veterans, and the changes must be studied to determine if 

they fulfill the needs of Montana veterans and if they 

reflect a new direction in the state's policy on veterans' 

care or if the traditional policy should be pursued; and 

WHEREAS, consideration of shifting 2 cents of the tax on 

cigarettes revenue from capital construction to operational 

expenses reflects a change in state policy; and 

WHEREAS, another change in state policy has been 

considered that would allow the use of insurance to pay for 

community-based, long-ter■ nursing care or home health care, 

rather than providing for additional long-term nursing care 

in state-owned facilities; and 

WHBRIIAS7---the---t993----&89ialatare----has----postpcned 

eppropr½et¼n9--aoney--to--bn¼¼d--a-ve~erans~-nttrs±n9-home-tn 

8iendi¥e7-whieh-was-deter■ined-to-be-neeessary-by--the--¼989 
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&e9ialata~e~-and 

WHEREAS, there ..,y be a aignlflcant effect on the health 

care of veterans because of changes in national health care 

policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MOll'l'ANA: 

That the Legislative Council assign an interim committee 

to atudy the needs of Montana veterans and that the study 

include: 

(1) the feasibility of providing long-term nursing home 

care and home health care as it relates to Montana veterans 

and the role of the federal Department of Veterans Affairs: 

(2) a review of the extent of access, geographically 

and otherwise, of veterans to health and nursing home care 

within Montana: 

(3) the continuum of veterans' services 

throughout the atate, identification of gaps 

available 

in the 

services, and deteraination of the role and potential for 

federally funded veterans' prograas in Montana1 and 

(4) a review of state policy regarding veterans' 

affair ■ 

clarify 

affairs. 

and 

state 

the developaent of reco-endations to further 

policy guidelines relative to veterans' 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee may 
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request staff assistance and information from the Oepartaent 

of Military Affairs, the Veterans' Affairs Division, the 

Oepart-nt of Corrections and Human Services, and other 

legislative or executive agencies that may have information 

relevant to veterans' affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the &e9¼a¼et¼ve-eoane¼¼ 

appo¼nt-the-■eaberah¼p-of-the-¼nteri■-eoma¼ttee-in-a--■anner 

a¼a¼lar-to-that-wh¼eh-fo¼low•~ 

f¼t--fettr---aeabers---of---the---eenateT--ineittding--one 

repabttean-een8tor-Eroa-northeaetern-Montana7-one-de■oerat¼e 

eenato.-froa-•oath-■tern-MentanaT--one--repabliean--senator 

fre11--eouthweatern--Meneana7-and-one-deaoeretie-senator-fro■ 

northweatern-Nontana~-and 

tit--foar--111eabere--0£--the--Hottse--of--Representattves7 

¼ne¼ad¼ng-one-deaeeratie--representat¼ve--£rom--northeastern 

Montanay--ene--repab¼¼ean--representative--froa-soatheaaterft 

Montaea7-one--deaoeratie--representative--frem--seuthwestern 

Montana7-aftd-one-repabl¼ean-repreaentat~•e-fro■-nerthwestern 

MontanaT INTERIM COMMITTEE BE APPOINTED IN THE MANNER 

PROVIDED roa IN SECTION s-s-211, IICA. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee 

report its findings, conclusions, and recommendations to the 

54th Legislature: 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 

Ill'l'IIODUCED BY MCCARTHY, QUILICI, PAVLOVICH, 

BARRINGTON, DAILY, NENABAN, ENDY, D. BRONN, 

GALVIN, SIIITB, BAYNE, J. JOHNSON, VAUGHN, 

BECK, LYNCH, JACOBSON 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES 

INTERIM STUDY 

OF TBB S'l'ATE OF IIDNTANA 

OF THE NEEDS OF IIDNTANA 

REOUESTING AN 

VETERANS: AND 

RE()UIRING A REPORT OF FINDINGS AND RECONIIENDATIONS OF THE 

STUDY 'N) TBB 54TB LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, Montana has the third highest per capita nu■ber 

of veteran■ in the United States: and 

WBBREAS, 261, or 26,291, of Nontana•a veterans are 65 

yeara of age or olde<: and 

IIIIBRBAS, Montana cur<ently provides a total of ti5 90 

beds for veterans who require nursing ho■e care, which are 

insufficient to provide for the nursing care needs of 

Montana• ■ veterans; and 

WHEREAS, federal guidelines auggest that Montana needs 

bet-en 255 and 408· state nur■ing ho■e beds, and the 

guideline■ provide that these beda can be built and operated 

with federal funding as■iatance fro■ the federal Depart■ent 

of Veteran■ Affair■ : and 
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WBERBAS, the atate veteran■ ' nur■ing ho■e at Colu-ia 

Fall■ serves veterans in northwe■tern Montana and-~h•-•~•~e 

veterena~-nara¼ftfJ-"'--•t--ll¼¼ea--e¼ty--■ervea--veterena--in 

eeatern--.Montene, leaving ■outhwestern and central llontana 

unserved, and the area of Deer Lodge and Silver Bow Counties 

would provide an ideal location in which to establish a 

state veterans' nursing ho■e that is accessible to veterans 

in the southwestern and central regions of Montana: and 

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legialature has -de--•-e--drestie 

CONSIDERED SUBSTANTIAL policy decisions regarding the care 

of veterans, and the changes ■uat be studied to deter■ine if 

they fulfill the needa of Montana vete<ans and if they 

reflect a new direction in the state's policy on veterans' 

care or if the traditional policy should be pu<sued: and 

WHEREAS, consideration of shifting 2 cents of the tax on 

cigarettes ~evenue fr011 capital construction to operational 

expenses reflect■ a change in state policy: and 

IIIIEREAS, another change in atate policy has been 

considered that would allow the use of insurance to pay for 

co■■unity-based, long-ter■ nursing ca<e or home health care, 

rather than providing for additional long-term nursing care 

in atate-owned facilities; and 

NBBRBA9r---the---t993----loe9¼a¼etare----ha■----peatpened 

eppropr¼at¼n9---ney--to--ba¼¼d--e-•eterena~-nars¼n9-h-e-in 

8iell<l¼ver-whieh-wea-deter■¼ned-to-be-neeesaery-by--the--t989 

-2- HJR 27 
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begia¼atttre~-alNI 

IIBEREAS, there aay be a significant effect on the health 

care of veterans because of changes in national health care 

policy, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislative Council assign an interim conuaittee 

to study the needs of Montana veterans and that the study 

include: 

(ll the feasibility of providing long-ter■ nursing home 

care and home health care as it relates to Montana veterans 

and the role of the federal Depart■ent of Veterans Affairs; 

(2) a review of the extent of access, geographically 

and otherwise, of veterans to health and nursing home care 

within Montana: 

(l) the contlnuu■ of veterans' services available 

throughout the state, identification of gaps in the 

services, and deteraination of the role and potential for 

federally funded veterans' pr09raas in Montana; and 

(41 a review of state policy regarding veterans' 

affairs and the developaent of rec.-endations to further 

clarify state policy guidelines relative to veterans' 

affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interi• COWllittee may 

-3- HJR 27 
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request staff aaaiatance and inforaation froa the Depart-nt 

of Military Affairs, the Veterans' Affairs Division, the 

Oepart-nt of Correction& and Huaan Services, and other 

legislative or executive agencies that may have information 

relevant to veterans• affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the begiaietive-eenneil 

appeint-the-■e■bership-of-the-interi■-eo-ittee-in-a--■anner 

ai■iler-te-thet-whieh-fellewa~ 

f¼t--fet1r---111e111l,er ■---of---~he---senate7--inc¼tt~in9--one 

repa~lte■n-aeftatcr-froa-nor~heaeterft-Montana7-ene-deaeeratie 

een■tor-freia-eoatheeatern-Montana7--one--repabliean--aenator 

froa--ao~thweetern--Mefttanay-and-one-demeeratie-seftator-from 

northweatern-Nontana~-•nd 

tit--foar--11e•bere--of--the--Hottse--ef--Representatiwes7 

tne¼•d¼ng-one-de.oerat¼e--repreaentat¼we--fre■--northeaeterft 

Nantena7--one--repe~!¼ean--repreaentat¼we--fre11-setttheaetern 

Men~ana7-one--~e■eeratie--representat+we--fre■--se~~hweetern 

Mentane7-and-one-repabi¼ean-representat¼we-froa-nerthweatern 

Mentane. INTERIM COMMITTEE BE APPOINTED IN THE MANNER 

PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 5-5-211, MCA, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interi ■ co-ittee 

report its findings, conclusions, and recomaendations to the 

54th Legislature; 

-End-

-4- HJR 27 




