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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUE NG A

INTERIM STUDY OF THE NEEDS OF MONTANA VETERANS;
REQUIRING A REPORT OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE

STUDY TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, Montana has the third highest per capita number
of veterans in the United States; and

WHEREAS, 26%, or 26,291, of Montana's veterans are 65
years of age or older; and

WHEREAS, Montana currently provides a total of 175 beds
for veterans who require nursing home care, which are
insufficient to provide for the nursing care needs of
Montana's veterans; and

WHEREAS, federal guidelines suggest that Montana needs
between 255 and 408 state nursing home beds, and the
guidelines provide that these beds can be built and operated
with federal funding assistance from the federal Department
of Veterans Affairs; and

WHEREAS, the state veterans' nursing home at Columbia

Falls serves veterans in northwestern Montana and the state

veterans' nursing home at Miles City serves veterans in
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eastern Montana, leaving southwestern and central Montana
unserved, and the area of Deer Lodge and Silver Bow Counties
would provide an ideal location in which to establish a
state veterans' nursing home that is accessible to veterans
in the southwestern and central regions of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has made some drastic
policy decisiops regarding Lthe care of veterans, and the
changes must be studied to determine if they £fulfill the
needs of Montana veterans and if they reflect a new
direction in the state's policy on veterans' care or if the
traditional peliecy should be pursued; and

WHEREAS, consideration of shifting 2 cents of the tax on
cigarettes revenue from capital construction to operational
expenses reflects a change in state policy:; and

WHEREAS, ancther change in state policy has been
considered that would allow the use of insurance to pay for
community-based, long-term nursing care or home health care,
rather than providing for additional long-term nursing care
in state-owned facilities; and

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has postponed
appropriating money to build a veterans' nursing home in
Glendive, which was determined to be necessary by the 1989
Legislature; and

WHEREAS, there may be a significant effect on the health
care of veterans because of changes in national health care
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policy.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council assign an interim committee
to study the - needs of Montana veterans and that the study
include:

{1) the feasibility of providing long-term nursing home
care and home health care as it relates to Montana veterans
and the role of the federal Department of Veterans Affairs;

{(2) a review of the extent of access, geographically
and otherwise, of veterans tc health and nursing home care
within Mcntana;

(3) the continuum of veterans' services available
throughout the state, identification of gaps in the
services, and determination of the role and potential for
federally funded veterans' programs in Montana; and

(4) a review of state policy regarding veterans'
affairs and the development of recommendations to further
clarify state policy guidelines relative to veterans'
affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee may
reguest staff assistance and information from the Department
of Military Affairs, the Veterans' Affairs Division, the

Department of Corrections and Human Services, and other
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legislative or executive agencies that may have information
relevant to veterans' affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council
appoint the membership of the interim committee in a manner
similar to that which follows:

(1) four members of the Senate, including one
republican senator from ncrtheastern Montana, one democratic
senator from southeastern Montana, one republican senator
from southwestern Montana, and one democratic senator from
northwestern Montana: and

(2) four members of the House of Representatives,
including one democratic representative from northeastern
Montana, one republican representative from southeastern
Montana, one democratic representative from southwestern
Montana, and one republican representative from northwestern
Montana,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee
report its findings, conclusions, and recommendations Lo the
54th Legislature.

-End-
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APPRODVED BY COMMITTEE
ON APPROPRIATIONS

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27
INTRODUCED BY MCCARTHY, QUILICI, PAVLOVICH,
HARRINGTON, DAILY, MENAHAN, ENDY, D. BROWN,

GALVIN, SMITH, HAYNE, J. JOHNSON, VAUGHN,

BECK, LYNCH, JACOBSON

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTARA REQUESTING AN
INTERIM STUDY OF THE NEEDS OF MONTANA VETERANS; AND
REQUIRING A REPORT OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMERDATIONS OF THE

STUDY TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, Montana has the third highest per capita number
of veterans iﬁ the United States; and

WHEREAS, 26%, or 26,291, of Montana's veterans are 65
years of age or older; and

WHEREAS, Montana currently provides a total of 35 390
beds for veterans who require nursing home care, which are
insufficient to provide for the nursing care needs of
Montana's veterans; and

WHEREAS, federal guidelines suggest that Montana needs
between 255 and 408 state nursing home beds, and the

guidelines provide that these beds can be built and operated

_with federal funding assistance from the federal Department

of veterans Affairs; and
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WHEREAS, the state veterans' nursing home at Columbia
Falls serves veterans in northwestern Montana and-the-state
veteransi-nursing-home-at--Miltes—-Qity--serves--veterans—-in
eastern-—-Montana, leaving southwestern and central Montana
unserved, and the area of Deer Lodge and Silver Bow Counties
would provide an ideal location in which to establish a
state veterans' nursing home that is accessible to veterans
in the southwestern and central regions of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has made--some--drastic

CONSIDERED SUBSTANTIAL policy decisions regarding the care
of veterans, and the changes must be studied to determine if
they fulfill the needs of Montana veterans and if they
reflect a new direction in the state's policy on veterans'
care or if the traditional policy should be pursuéd; and

WHEREAS, consideration of shifting 2 cents of the tax on
cigarettes revenue from capital construction tc operational
expenses reflects a change in state policy; and

WHEREAS, another change in state policy has been
considered that would allow the use of insurance to pay for
community-based, long-term nursing care or home health care,
rather than providing for additional long-term nursing care
in state-owned facilities; and

WHERBASy---the---1993----pegisiature--~—-haa----pastpaned
appropriating--money--to--butld--a-veteransi-nuraing-home—in

Giendiver-which-was-determined-to-be-necessary-by--the--1589

2= HJR 27
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begisiaturer-and
WHEREAS, there may be a significant effect on the health
care of veterans because of changes in naticnal health care

policy.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REFPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council assign an interim committee
to study the needs of Montana veterans and that the study
include:

(1) the Feasibility of providing long-term nursing home
care and home health care as it relates to Montana veterans
and the role of the Federal Department of Veterans Affairs;

(2) a review of the extent of access, geographically
and otherwise, of veterans to health and nursing home care
within Montana;

(3) the continuum of veterans'_ services availlable
throughout the state, identificaticn of gaps in the
services, and determination of the role and potential for
federally funded veterans' programs in Montana; and

{4} a review of state policy regarding veterans'
affairs and the development of recommendations to further
clarify state policy guidelines relative to veterans'
affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee may
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request staff assistance and information from the Department
of Military Affairs, the Veterans' Affairs Division, the
Department of Corrections and Human Services, and cther
legislative or executive agencies that may have information
relevant to veterans' affairs.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the begisiative-Eouncii
appoint—the-nembership-of-the-interim-committee—in-a--manner
simitar-to-that-which-£feitows:

tiy--fout---members-—-of---the-——-Senater;——-inciuding--one
repubtican-senater—£rom-northeastern-Hontanay;-one-demecratie
senator-£fram-sontheastern-Montanay--one--repahlican——senator
from-—southwestern--Montanars-and-one-democcratic-senater-from
narthwestern-Montanas;-and

t2y--four--—members——of--the--Housa--af--Representativess
ineluding-ene-demecratic--representative-—from--norcheastern
Montanar--ene--repubiican--represantative—-from-southeastern
Montanar-one--democratic—-representative——from-—scuthwestern
Montanay-and-one-repubiican-representative-from-northwestern

Montana<s INTERIM COMMITTEE BE APPOINTED IN THE MANNER

PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 5-5-211, MCA.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee

report its findings, conclusions, and reccmmendations tao the

54th Legislature.

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27
INTRODUCED BY MCCARTHY, QUILICI, PAVLOVICH,
HARRINGTON, DAILY, MENAHAN, ENDY, D. BROWN,

GALVIN, SMITH, HAYNE, J. JOBNSON, VAUGHN,

BECK, LYNCH, JACOBSON

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE 5SENATE AND THE HOUSE oF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN
INTERINM STUDY OF THE NEEDS OF MONTANA VETERANS; AND
REQUIRING A REPORT OF FINDINGS ARD RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE

STUDY TO THE S54TH LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, Montana has the third higheat per capita number
of veterans iﬁ the United States; and

WHEREAS, 26%, or 26,291, of Montana's veterans are 65
years of age or older; and

WHEREAS, Montana currently provides a total of 175 390
beds for veterans who require nursing home care, which are
insufficient to provide for the nursing care needs of
Montana's veterans; and '

WHEREAS, federal guidelines suggest that Montana needs
between 25% and 408 state nursing home beds, and the
guidelines provide that these beds can be built and operated

with federal funding assistance from the federal Department
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WHEREAS, the state veterans®' nursing home at Columbia
Falls serves veterans in northwestern Montana and-the-atate
veteransi-nursing-home-at--Mites—-@ity--serves--veterans--in
eastern-—Montana, leaving southwestern and central Montana
unserved, and the area of Deer Lodge and Silver Bow Counties
would provide an ideal location in which to establish a
state veterans' nursing home that is accessible to veterans
in the southwestern and central regions of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has uade—-aome——draaéic

CONSIDERED SUBSTANTIAL policy decisions regarding the care

of veterans, and the changes must be studied to determine if
they fulfill the needs of Montana veterans and if they
reflect a new direction in the state's policy on veterans'
care or if the traditional policy should be pursued; and

WHEREAS, consideration of shifting 2 cents of the tax an
cigarettes revenue from capital construction to operational
expenses reflects a change in state policy; and

WHEREAS, another change in state policy has been
considered that would allow the use of insurance to pay for
community-based, long~term nursing care or home health care,
rather than providing for additional long-term nursing care
in atate-owned facilities; and

HHBRBhSr---the---t993--——Legieiature—---has-——-postponed
appropriating--loney—-to-—buiid--a-veterans‘—huraing—home—in

Giendfvey-vhieh-was-deternined—te~be-neeessnry-by—-the—-i989
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beginsiatures—and
WHEREAS, there may be a significant effect on the health
care of veterans because of changes in national health care

policy.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council assign an interim committee
to sBtudy the needs of Montana veterans and that the study
include:

(1) the feasibility of providing long-term nursing home
care and home health care as it relates to Montana veterans
and the rol? of the federal Department of Veterans Affairs;

(2) a review of the extent of access, geographically
and otherwise, of veterans to health and nursing home care
within Montana:;

(3) the continuum of veterans' services available
throughout the state, identification of gaps in the
services, and determination of the role and potential for
federally funded veterans' programs in Montana; and

{4) a review of state policy regarding veterans'
affairm and the development of recommendations to further
clarify state policy guidelines relative to veterans’®
affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee may
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request staff assistance and information from the Department
of Military Affaire, the Veterans' Affairs Division, the
Department of Corrections and Human Services, and other
leginlative or executive agencies that may have information
relevant to veterans' affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the begistative-EBouncii
appeint-the-memberahip-of-the-interin-committee-in-a--manner
sinilar-to-that-which-£foltowas

tiy--four---members—--of---the-——Senate;--inciuding--one
republican-senator-from-northeastern—Montanas—cone-demoeratie
senator—from-southeastern-Mentanar--one--repeblican--senater
from--southwestern--Montanay-and-one-democratic-senacor-£rem
northwestern-Montanar-and

t2)--four--members——of--the--House--of—-Representatives;
inclivding-one-demecratic--represencative--from--northeastern
Montanay--one--repubiican--representative--from-seutheastern
Montanay-ene--demeeratic--representative—-from--seuthwestern
Montanay-and-one-repubiican-representative-from-northwestern

Mentanar INTERIM COMMITTEE BE APPOINTED IN THE MANNER

PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION S-5-211, MCA.

BE IT FURTHER RESBOLVED, that the interim committee

report ita findings, conclusions, and recommendations to the

S4th Legislature.

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27
INTRODUCED BY MCCARTHY, QUILICI, PAVLOVICH,
HARRINGTON, DAILY, MENAHAN, ENDY, D. BROWN,

GALVIN, SMITH, HAYNE, J. JOHNSON, VAUGHN,

BECK, LYNCH, JACOBSON

A JOIRT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN
INTERIM STUDY OF THE NEEDS OF MONTANA VETERANS;: AND
REQUIRING A REPORT OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
STUDY TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, Montana has the third highest per capita number
of veterans iﬁ the United Statem; and

WHEREAS, 26%, or 26,291, of Montana's veterans are 65
years of age or older; and

WHEREAS, Montana currently provides a total of 175 90
beds for veterans who require nuraing home care, which are
insufficient to provide for the nursing care needs of
Montana's veterans; and '

WHEREBAS, (federal guidelines suggest that Montana needs
between 255 and 408° state nuraing home beds, and the

guidelines provide that these beds can be built and operated

. with federal funding assistance from the federal Department

of Veterans Affairs; and
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WHEREAS, the state veterans' nursing home at Columbia
Falls serves veterans in northwestern Montana and-the-state
veterans’-nursing-home-at--Miles--City--serves—-vetecans--in
eastern--Montana, leaving southwestern and central Montana
unserved, and the area of Deer Lodge and Silver Bow Counties
would provide an ideal location in which to establish a
state veterans' nursing home that is accessible to veterans
in the southwestern and central regions of Montana:; and

WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislature has made--some--drastie
CONSIDERED _SUBSTANTIAL policy decisions regarding the care

of veterans, and the changes must be studied tc determine if
they fulfill the needs of Montana veterans and iE they
reflect a new direction in the state's policy on veterans®
care or if the traditional policy should be pursued: and

WHEREAS, consideration of shifting 2 cents of the tax on
cigarettes revenue from capital construction to operational
expenses reflects a change in state policy; and

WHEREAS, another change in satate policy has been
considered that would allow the use of insurance to pay for
community-based, long-term nursing care or home health care,
rather than providing for additional long-term nursing care
in state-owned facilities; and

Hﬂ!nahsv---the-*-i’QB———-begistaeure----hns--——poaepened
appropriating——noaey-—to~—buiid—-.—veeerans*-nursing—he-e-in

eiendive7--héeh-vn.-deeernined—eo-he—neeeasary-by-—the—-isss
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begisiature;-and
WHEREAS, there may be a significant effect on the health
care of veterans because of changes in national health care

policy.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SERATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council assign an interim committee
to study the needs of Montana veterans and that the study
include:

{1) the feasibility of providing long-term nursing home
care and home health care as it relates to Montana veterans
and the role of the federal Department of Veterans Affairs;

(2) a review of the extent of access, geographically
and otherwise, of veterans to health and nursing home care
within Montana;

{3} the continuum of veterans' services available
throughout the state, identification of gaps in the
gervices, and determination of the role and potential for
federally funded veterans®' programg in Montana; and

(4) a review of state policy regarding veterans'
affairs and the development of recommendations to further
clarify state policy guidelines relative to veterans'
affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee may

-3- HJR 27
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requeat staff assiatance and information from the Department
of Military Affairs, the Veterans' Affairs Division, the
Department of Corrections and Human Services, and other
legislative or executive agencles that may have information
relevant to veterans' affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the begisiative-Eouncii
appoint-the-membership-of-the-interim-committee-in-a--manner
similar-to-that-which-fottawss

ti--four--—-members---af-—--the---Senates--inetuding--one
repobiican-senator-from-nertheastern-Mentanar-one-democratie
senator-from-southemstern—-Montanar-—-one--republiican--senator
from--southwestern--Montanar-and-one-demecratic-senator-from
northwestern-Montanasr-and

t2}-—-four--members——-of--the--House--of--Representativesy
inecluvding-one-democratic--representative--frem--northeascern
Montanar—-one--republican—-representative--from-seutheastern
Mantanay-one--democratic—-representative--from--scuthwestern
Montanars-and-one-repubiican-representative—from-northwestern

Mentana+ INTERIM COMMITTEE BE APPOINTED IN THE MANNER

PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 5-5-211, MCA.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee

report its findings, conclusions, and recommendations to the

S54th Legislature.

-End-
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