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STATE FUND AND' THE DEP TMENT OF LABOR AND lNDUST TO THE 

54TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, taxol is used by Montana women and other women 

in the United States who are afflicted with ovarian cancer 

when other drugs are often not effective; and 

WHEREAS, taxol is very scarce in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, taxol is produced from the bark of yew brush, 

and the bark of yew brush can now be harvested in Montana to 

yield enough taxol to treat annually appcoximately 3,400 

American women with ovarian cancer; and 

WHEREAS, yew brush in Montana is a renewable resource; 

and 

WHEREAS, a Montana harvester of yew bark employs 

appcoximately 250 people, and the bulk of the employees 

mecely cemove the bark from branches with putty knives; and 
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LC 1496/01 

WHEREAS, the cost of harvesting yew bark in Montana is 

double the cost in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho; and 

WHEREAS, the State Fund is collecting $48 per $100 of 

paid wages in 1992, and the workers' compensation claims 

were only 12 cents per $100 of wages paid in 1992; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for workers' compensation insurance is 

passed on to the cancer patients needing taxol, and the 

insurance cost cepresents 18\ of the $695 cost per treatment 

or $124.06 of the cost of each treatment; and 

WHEREAS, some women may be precluded from receiving 

taxol treatments because of the unnecessarily inflated price 

of the dcug. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the harvest of yew back is a desirable 

economic and humanitarian activity. 

(2) That the State Fund is collecting unwarranted 

premiums by chacging yew bark harvesters the same rate as a 

logging and lumbering enterprise. 

(3) That the unwarranted rates charged by the State 

Fund are a hardship on cancer victims and discourage the 

development of environmentally safe yew bark harvesting in 

Montana. 

(4) That the State Fund and the Department of Labor and 
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INTRODUCED BILL 



LC 1496/01 

1 Industry be directed to evaluate the premiums charged to yew 

2 bark harvesters and to reduce the premiums to a level 

J consistent with activities carrying a similar risk to 

4 workers and that the Legislature recognize that similar 

5 activities include hand carving and picking pine cones or 

6 mushrooms in the forest. 

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State Fund and the 

8 Department of Labor and Industry be directed to present a 

9 report on their activities consistent with this resolution 

10 to the 54th Legislature during its first month of assembly. 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON BUSINESS 
AND ECONOMIC DEV?:LOP1£NT 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 14 

INTRODUCED BY WAGNER, KNOX, ROSE, BIRD, BARNHART, 

M. HANSON, SCHWINDEN, BRUSKI-MAUS, BARTLETT, RYAN, 

KENNEDY, SQUIRES, SWANSON, DAVIS, GERVAIS, REAM, 

STANFORD, GALVIN, DOLEZAL, L. NELSON, SAYLES, VAUGHN, 

BLAYLOCK, J. RICE, HARP, GROSFIELD, HANSEN, CHR.ISTIAENS, 

PAl7LOVICH, COCCBIARELLA, WEEDING, BARRINGTON, ECK, 

TUSS, FRANKLIN, WHALEN, BRANDEWIE, WATERMAN, RANEY, 

TOOLE, MENAHAN, GILBERT, MCCLERNAN, S. RICE, HARPER, 

WINSLOW, SCHYE, DOHERTY, MERCER, HERRON, D. BROWN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE STATE 

FUND AND THE BBPAR~MBN~-SP-bABeR-AIIB--fNBBS~RY COMMISSIONER 

OF INSURANCE TO REDUCE THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE 

PREMIUMS FOR YEW BARK HARVESTERS TO A LEVEL CONSISTENT WITH 

ACTIVITIES CARRYING SIMILAR RISKS TO WORKERS, AND REQUIRING 

A REPORT BY THE STATE FUND AND THE BBPAR~MBN~-8P--bAB8R--ANB 

fNBHS~RY COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE. 

HHEREAS, taxol is used by Montana women and other women 

in the United States who are afflicted with ovarian cancer 

when other drugs are often not effective, and 

WHEREAS, taxol is very scarce in the United States: and 

WHEREAS, taxol is produced from the bark of yew brush, 
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and the bark of yew brush can now be harvested in Montana to 

yield enough taxol to treat annually approximately 3,400 

American women with ovarian cancer; and 

WHEREAS, yew brush in Montana is a renewable resource; 

and 

WHEREAS, a Montana harvester of yew bark employs 

approximately 250 people, and the bulk of the employees 

merely remove the bark from branches with putty knives; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of harvesting yew bark in Montana is 

double the cost in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho; and 

WHEREAS, the State Fund is collecting $48 per $100 of 

paid wages in 1992, and the workers' compensation claims 

were only 12 cents per $100 of wages paid in 1992, and 

WHEREAS, the cost for workers' compensation insurance is 

passed on to the cancer patients needing taxol, and the 

insurance cost represents 181 of the $695 cost per treatment 

or $124.06 of the cost of each treatment; and 

WHEREAS, some women may be precluded from receiving 

taxol treatments because of the unnecessarily inflated price 

of the drug. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the harvest of yew bark is a desirable 

economic and humanitarian activity. 
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1 (2) That the State Fund is collecting unwarranted 

2 premiums by charging yew bark harvesters the same rate as a 

3 logging and lumbering enterprise. 

4 (3) That the unwarranted rates charged by the State 

5 Fund are a hardship on cancer victims and discourage the 

6 development of environmentally safe yew bark harvesting in 

7 Montana. 

8 (4) That the State Fund and the Bepartffleftt-of-babor-aftd 

9 fftdttstry COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE be directed to evaluate 

10 the premiums charged to yew bark harvesters and to reduce 

11 the premiums to a level consistent with activities carrying 

12 a similar risk to workers and that the Legislature recognize 

13 that similar activities include hand carving and picking 

14 pine cones or mushrooms in the forest. 

15 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State _Fund and the 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Bepartmeftt--of--babor-and-fftdttstry COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE 

be directed to 

consistent with 

present a report on 

this resolution to 

during its first month of assembly. 

-End-
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BOUSE JOlll'I' RESOLIJ'l'ION NO. 14 

lll'l'RODUCED BY WAGNER, KNOX, ROSE, BIRD, BARIIBART, 

M. HANSON, SCBlfINDEN, BRUSKI-MAUS, BARTLETT, RYAN, 

KENNEDY, SQUIRES, SWANSON, DAVIS, GERVAIS, REAM, 

STANFORD, GALVIN, DOLEZAL, L. NELSON, SAYLES, VAUGHN, 

BLAYLOCK, J. RICE, BARP, GROSPIELD, HANSEN, CHRISTIAENS, 

PAVLOVICH, COCCBIARELLA, WEEDING, BARRINGTON, ECK, 

TOSS, FRANKLIN, WBALEII, BRANDEWIE, WATEIUIAN, RANEY, 

TOOLE, MENABAN, GILBERT, MCCLERNAN, S. RICE, HARPER, 

WINSLOW, SCBYE, DOHERTY, MERCER, HERRON, D. BROWN 

A JOill'I' RESOLUTION OP TBE SENATE AND TBE BOUSE 01" 

REPRESEll'l'ATIVES 01" THE STATE OP MONTANA DIRECTING TBE STATE 

l"UND AND TBE 9BPAR!'MBlft'--eP-bAll8R-ANB--fNBB8'1'11lf COMMISSIONER 

OP INSURANCE TO REDUCE TSE IIORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE 

PREMIUMS l"OR YEW BARK HARVESTERS TO A LEVEL CONSISTENT WITH 

ACTIVITIES CARRYING SIMILAR RISKS TO IIORKERS1 AND REQUIRING 

A REPORT BY TBE STATE l"UND AND THE --------ANS 
f-HRlf ~C>tlMISSIONER OF JNS~NCE TO TBE S4TB LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, taxol is used by Montana women and other women 

in the United States who are afflicted with ovarian cancer 

when other drugs are often not effective, and 

WHEREAS, taxol is very scarce in the United Statea1 and 

WHEREAS, taxol ia produced froa the bark of yew brush, 

~·--

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

BJR 0014/02 

and the bark of yew brush can now be harvested in Montana to 

yield enough taxol to treat annually approximately 3,400 

American women with ovarian cancer; and 

NBEREAS, yew brush in Montana is a renewable resource; 

and 

WHEREAS, 

approximately 

a Montana harvester of 

2SO people, and the 

yew bArk eaploys 

bulk of the employees 

-rely remove the bArk fr011 branches with putty knives; and 

IIBEREAS, the coat of harvesting yew bark in Montana is 

double the coat in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho; and 

WHEREAS, the State Fund is collecting $48 per $100 of 

paid wages in 1992, and the worker■• compensation claiaa 

were only 12 cents per $100 of wages paid in 1992: and 

WBBRF.AS, the co•t for workers' compensation insurance is 

passed on to the cancer patients needing taxol, and the 

insurance coat represents 18\ of the $695 coat per treatment 

or $124.06 of the coat of each treat■ent; and 

WHEREAS, aoae -en may be precluded from receiving 

taxol treatments because of the unnecessarily inflated price 

of the drug. 

MOW, THEREl"ORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

01" REPRESEll'l'ATIVES OF THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

11) That the harvest of yew bark is a desirable 

economic and humanitarian activity. 
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1 (2) That the State Fund is collecting unwarranted 

2 premiums by charging yew bark harvesters the saae rate as a 

J logging and lumbering enterprise. 

4 (J) That the unwarranted rates charged by the State 

5 Fund are a hardship on cancer victims and discourage the 

6 development of environmentally safe yew bark harvesting in 

7 Montana. 

8 (4) That the State Fund and the Bepartaeftt-of-&ai,.,r-and 

9 fndeatry COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE be directed to evaluate 

10 the pre■iuaa charged to yew bark harvesters and to reduce 

11 the pre■iu■s to a level consistent with activities carrying 

12 a similar risk to workers and that the Legislature recognize 

13 that ■ i■ilar activitie■ include hand carving and picking 

14 pine cones or ■uahrocma in the forest. 

15 BE IT FURTlll!R RESOLVED, that the State Fund and the 

16 Bepart-ftt--of--&abor-and-fftdeatry COIOIISSIONER OF INSURANCE 

17 be directed to present a report on their activities 

18 consistent with thia resolution to the 54th Legialature 

19 during its fir■ t aonth of a■ae■bly. 

-End-

-3- BJR 14 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MR, PRESIDENT: 

Pagel of 2 
March 28, 1993 

We, your committee on Labor and Employment Relations having had 
under consideration House Joint Resolution No. 14 (third reading 
copy -- blue), respectfully report that House Joint Resolution 
No. 14 be amended as follows and as so amended be concurred in. 

Signed: ~?. ~ 
Senator Thomas E. 11 TomTowe, Cha1.r 

That such amendments read: 

1. Title, lines 14 and 18. 
Following: "FUND" 
Strike: "AND THE" 

2. Title, lines 14 through 15 and 19. 
Page 3, lines 9 and 16. 
Following: "IHBf:JS'fR'.t" or "Industry" 
Strike: "COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE" 

3. Title, line 16. 
Following: "BARK" 
Strike: "HARVESTERS" 
Insert: "PEELERS AND TRANSPORTERS 11 

4. Page 2, line l. 
Following: "be" 
Strike: "harvested'' 
Insert: "peeled" 

5. Page 2, line 9. 
Following: "of" 
Strike: "harvesting" 
Insert: "peeling and transporting" 

6. Page 2, line 24. 
Following: "the" 
Strike: "harvest" 
Insert: "peeling and transporting .. 

7. Page 3, lines 2 and 10. 
Following: 11 bark 0 

Strike: "harvesters" 
Insert: "peelers and transporters 11 

8. Page 3, line 6. 
Following: "bark" 
Strike: 11 harvesting 11 

Insert: ''peeling" 

r~·1-- Amd. Cooed. 
:1fl:= Sec. of Senate 

Tobe Ht1r<e 
Senator Carrying Bill 691703SC.Sma 

9. Page 3, lines 8 and 15. 
Following: 11 Fund" 
Strike: "and the" 

10. Page 3, line 17. 
Strike: "be directed to" 
Following: "00 11 

Strike: "their" 
I~sert: "its" 

-END-

Page 2 of 2 
March 28, 1993 

SENATE 
H;rA J'-1 

691703SC.Sma 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO, 14 

INTRODUCED BY WAGNER, KNOX, ROSE, BIRD, BARNHART, 

M. HANSON, SCHWINDEN, BRUSKI-MAUS, BARTLETT, RYAN, 

KENNEDY, SQUIRES, SWANSON, DAVIS, GERVAIS, REAM, 

STANFORD, GALVIN, DOLEZAL, L. NELSON, SAYLES, VAUGHN, 

BLAYLOCK, J, RICE, l!ARP, GROSFIELD, HANSEN, CBRISTIAENS, 

PAVLOVICB, COCCHIARELLA, WEEDING, HARRINGTON, ECK, 

TOSS, FRANKLIN, WHALEN, BRANDEWIE, WATERMAN, RANEY, 

TOOLE, MENAHAN, GILBERT, MCCLERNAN, S. RICE, HARPER, 

WINSLOW, SCHYE, DOHERTY, MERCER, HERRON, D. BROWN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE BOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE STATE 

FUND ANB-~HB BBPAR~MBN~-8P-hAl!eR-ANB--fNBHS~R¥ eeMMfSSf8NBR 

8P--INSHRANeB TO REDUCE THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE 

PREMIUMS FOR YEW BARK HARVBS~BRS PEELERS AND TRANSPORTERS TO 

A LEVEL CONSISTENT WITH ACTIVITIES CARRYING SIMILAR RISKS TO 

WORKERS; AND REQUIRING A REPORT BY THE STATE FUND ANB--~HB 

BBPAR~MBN~--8P--bAB8R-ANB-iNBHS~R¥ B8MMfSSf8NBR-8P-INSHRANBB 

TO THE 54TB LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, taxol is used by Montana women and other women 

in the United States who are afflicted with ovarian cancer 

when other drugs are often not effective; and 

WHEREAS, taxol is very scarce in the United Statesi and 
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HJR 0014/03 

WHEREAS, taxol is produced from the bark of yew brush, 

and the bark of yew brush can now be hftr¥ested PEELED in 

Montana to yield enough taxol to treat annually 

approximately 3,400 American women with ovarian cancer: and 

WHEREAS, yew brush in Montana is a renewable resource; 

and 

WHEREAS, a Montana harvester of yew bark employs 

approximately 250 people, and the bulk of the employees 

merely remove the bark from branches with putty knives; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of h8r¥esting PEELING AND TRANSPORTING 

yew bark in Montana is double the cost in Washington, 

Oregon, and Idaho; and 

WHEREAS, the State Fund is collecting $48 per $100 of 

paid wages in 1992, and the workers• compensation claims 

were only 12 cents per $100 of wages paid in 1992; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for workers' compensation insurance is 

passed on to the cancer patients needing taxol, and the 

insurance cost represents 18\ of the $695 cost per treatment 

or $124.06 of the cost of each treatment; and 

WHEREAS, some women may be precluded from receiving 

taxol treatments because of the unnecessarily inflated price 

of the drug. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

-2- HJR 14 
REFERENCE BILL 

AS AI-ENDED 
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l (1) That the har¥est PEELING AND TRANSPORTING of yew 

2 bark is a desirable economic and humanitarian activity. 

3 (2) That the State Fund is collecting unwarranted 

4 premiums by charging yew bark har¥esters PEELERS AND 

5 TRANSPORTERS the same rate as a logging and lumbering 

6 enterprise. 

7 (3) That the unwarranted rates charged by the State 

8 

9 

10 

Fund are a hardship on cancer victims and 

development of environmentally safe yew 

PEELING in Montana. 

discourage the 

bark haryesting 

11 (4) That the State Fund and-the Bepartment-or-babor-and 

12 tnd~stry eeMMfSSf0NBR-eP-fN!'ISRANee be directed to evaluate 

13 

14 

the premiums 

TRANSPORTERS 

charged 

and to 

to yew bark ftarves~ers PEELERS AND 

reduce the premiums to a level 

15 consistent with activities carrying a similar risk to 

16 workers and that the Legislature recognize that similar 

17 activities include hand carving and picking pine cones or 

18 mushrooms in the forest. 

19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State Fund and-the 

20 9e~artment-o£-babor-end-tndustry eeMMt99f8NBR--8P--fNSBR~NeB 

21 be--direeted--to present a report on their ITS activities 

22 consistent with this resolution to the 54th Legislature 

23 during its first month of assembly. 

-End-

-3- HJR 14 




