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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT AMENDING THE MONTANA

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT TO CLARIPY THAT AN AGENCY MAY NOT
PREPARE AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMERT FOR A PROPOSAL
THAT WILL NOT, AS MODIFIED BY MITIGATION REQUIREMENTS AGREED
TO BY AN APPLICANT, SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT THE QUALITY OF THE
HUMAN ENVIRONMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 75-1-201, MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

It ias the intent of this legislation to encourage state
agencies to prepare a mitigated environmental assessment or
some form of environmental review as reguired under Title
75, chapter 1, and rules adopted pursuant to Title 75,
chapter 1, other than an environmental impact statement when
a state action, as wmodified by mitigation requirements
agreed to by an applicant, will not significantly affect the

quality of the human environment.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 75-1-201, MCA, is amended to read:
=75-1-201. General directions -- environmental impact

statements. {1l) The legislature authorizes and directs that,

) —

to the fullest extent possible:

C @ N s W

e e
[P T T

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1448/01

{a) the policies, requlations, and laws of the state .
ahail must be interpreted and administered in accordance
with the policies set Fforth in parts 1 through 3;

(b) all agencies of the state, except as provided in
subsection (2), shall:

(i) wutilize a systematic, interdisciplinary approach
which will insure the integrated use of the natural and
social sciences and the environmental design arts in
planning and in decisionmaking which may have an impact on
man's environment;

(ii) identify and develop methods and procedures which
will insure that pPresently unquantified environmental
amenities and values may be given appropriate consideration
in decisionmaking along with economic  and

technicail
considerations;

(iii) except as provided in subsecticn (3}, include in

every recommendation or report on proposals for projects,
programs, legislation, and other major actions of state
government significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment, a detailed statement on:

(A) the environmental impact of the proposed action;

(B) any adverse environmental effectg whieh that cannot
be avoided shouid if the proposal he is implemented;

(C) alternatives to the proposed action;

(D) the relationship between local short-term uses of
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man's the environment and the maintenance and enhancement of
long-term productivity: and

(E}) any irreversible and irretrievable c¢ommitments of
resources which would be involved in the proposed action
should it be implemented;

(iv) study, develap, and describe appropriate
alternatives to recommend courses of action in any proposal
which involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative
uses of available resources;

(v) recognize the national and long-range character of
environmental problems and, where consistent with the
policies of the gstate, lend appropriate support to
initiatives, resolutions, and programs designed to maximize
national cooperation in anticipating and preventing a
decline in the guality of mankind‘s the world environment;

{vi) make available to counties, munjicipalities,
institutions, and individuals advice and information useful
in restoring, maintaining, and enhancing the quality of the
envircnment;

{vii) initiate and utilize ecological information in the
planning and development of resource-oriented projects:; and

{viii) assist the environmental quality council
established by 5-16-101; and

{c) prior to making any detailed statement as provided

in subsection (1)}{b)(iii), the responsible state official

-3-
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shall consult with and obtain the comments of any atate
agency which has jurisdiction by law or special expertise
with respect to any environmental impact involved. Copies of
such the statement and the comments and views of the
appropriate state, federal, and local agencies whieh that
are authorized to develop and enforce environmental
standards shaiit must be made available to the governcr, the
environmental guality council, and the public and shaii must
accompany the proposal through the existing agency review
processes.

(2) The department of public service regulation, in the
exercise of its regulatory authority over rates and charges
of railroads, motor carriers, and public utilities, is
exempt from the provisions of parts 1 through 3.

(3) t¢aj-tUneii-the-board-of--oil--and--gas--censervation
adopta-—a-programuatic-environmental—statementy-but-ne-tater
than-PBecenber-337-35097-the-issaance—of-a-permit-to-driti--a
weit-—-for--oti--or-—-gas—--is-—not--a--major--action--cf-seate
government-as—that-term-is—-used-in-subsection—tiytbytiiid=

tby—-Phe-board-ef-oii-and-gas-conservation—-shati-adopt-a
programmatic-stactement--by--Becember--31y--198%7—~-that--muae
tnciuvde-but—not-be-iimited-tos

t#}--such--envirenmentai--impacts--as-may-be-£found-to-be
assocciated-with-the-driltting-for-and-production-of—-oil--and

gas-in-the-major-producing-basins-and-ecoasystems—-in-Montanas
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tif}-sueh---methods---of-——anccompiinhing——-deitiing—-and
production-of-oit-and-gas-as-aay-be—found-to-be-neceasary—-to
avoid-permanent—impairnent—of-the-environment-or-to—aitigate
long-term—impacts-ao-—that--the——enviroament--and-—renewabie
rescurces--of--the-—ecosystem—-may--be--recurned--to--either
eenditiansn-ai-iiar——to-—thcae—~e=iating—-Before-driiiing—or
production-occurs——or--conditions--chat-—refiect——a--natural
progression-of-environmentai-changer
titty-the-—-process-that-wiil-be-empioyed-by-the-board-of
ei!—and-gaa--eenservatien-—to-—eva}uate——sueh--énvironneneni
impacts-—of-individuali-driiiing-proposats-as-may-be-found-to
existr
tivy-an--appropriate-—methed——for--—incorporating---such
environmental--review——as-—may-be—found-to-be-necessary-inte
the-boardis-suien--and--driti-——-permitting—-proceas-—and--for
accomplishing-the—review-in-an-expedient-manner;
tvi-—-the--maxtmum--time-perioda-that-witi-be-required-to
compiete——the-—driii--permiteing—-proceasy-——-inctuding—--any
environmentai-reviewr-and
tviy-a--record-of-information-and-anatysis—-£or-the-beard
of-oit-and-gas-conservation-to-rety-upen——in--responding--to
publtie-and-private-concerns-abont-drilting-and-productions
tey--Fhe--governer--shati--direct--and--have--management
reaponnibitiey--foar--the--preparation--of--the--programmatie

statementy——inciuding--responsibitiity-on-behatf-of-the-board
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of-—-—eil-—and--gas--conservation——for--the--disbursement——and

expenditure-of-funds-ne ry-to——compiete-—the-—-statements
Phe--facititien—-and-parsonnel-oE-appropriate-state-agencies
must-be-used-to-the-extent-the-governor-deems-—necessary--to
compiete——the--astatement:-—-Phe—-governor——ahati--forward-the
compieted-draft-programmatic-statement-to-the-beard—eaf——eti
and--gas—eonservation-for-hearing-pursuant—te-the-provisions
of--the--Mantana--Administrative--Procedure—-Acty—~Fitie-—-2¢
chapter-47-Politewing--completion--of-—-a--finai--pregrammatic
statementy--the-—governor-shati-forward-the-statement—to—the
hoafd—for—adogtien-and-use-én—the—-issuance--ef-—permita-—ee
driiti-for-oti-and-gas-
tdy--tntit--the--programmatic-environmentai-statement-is
adoptedt-the-board-of—oi1—nnd-gas-conservatien—ahnii-p!epare
a-wWritten-progreas-report-after-each-reguiar-meeting-of——the
board-and*nfter-any—speeia1‘beard—neeEing—that—eddressea*the
adoption-or-impiementation-of-the-pregrammatic—envirenmentai
statenenbr-—h——copy-—of——ea:h‘~report—-nust——be‘—sent—te—the

environmental-—quatity--councids Except as provicded in

subsection (4), an agency of state government may not

prepare an environmental impact statement for a proposal

that will not, as modified by mitigation requirements agreed

to by an applicant for a permit, lease, license,

certificate, or other entitlement, significantly affect the

quality of the human environment.

-6-
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{4) If an applicant under subsection (3) stipulates in

writing to an agency of the gtate government that the agency

may, in its discretion, prepare an environmental impact

statement, the prohibition under subsection {3} does not

apply."”
-End-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written regquest, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0S99, as introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act amending the Montana Environmental Policy Act to clarify that an agency may not
prepare an environmental impact statement for a proposal that will not, as modified by mitigation requirements agreed to by
an applicant, s8ignificantly affect the guality of the human environment

ASSUMPTIONS :
Department of Health and Environmental Sciences (DHES) :
1. The DHES rules implementing the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA} provide guidance for producing several types

of environmental reviews, including environmental assessments (EAs} and environmental impact statements (EISs).

2. Although the "Statement of Intent" for this fiscal note mentions the term mitigated environmental assegssment (MEA),
that wording is not included in the proposed change, nor is there a proposal to define the term MEA.

3. The DHES rules provide for assessing fees to fund a portion of EISs, but do not provide for funding EAs.

4. The cost of preparing EAs is assumed by the DHES program.

5. If MEAs are to be prepared using the pame rules as existing EAs, the DHES program would continue to bear the costs of

doing the asseasments.

Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) :

6. There is no general fund impact to the Energy Division of DNRC because all environmental documents prepared under the
Major Facility Siting Act, which must be consistent with the Montana Environmental Policy Act, are covered by fees
assessed to the applicant.

7. 0il and gas drilling permits currently are issued subject to completion of an environmental assessment checklist which
incorporates mitigation procedures if necessary. Few, if any, permit requests reviewed in this manner are likely to
"gsignificantly affect the quality of the human environment" and thus trigger the need for an EIS.

Environmental Quality Council (EQC):

8. EQC does not prepare environmental review documents, but EQC reviews and comments on documents prepared by executive
branch agencies. This will have no fiscal impact.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There will be no fiscal impact due to this bill.

Q[_}M J@w 1-1)-93 A 31553

DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR  DATE DUANE GRIMES, PRIMARY SPONSOR DHTE /
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Fiscal Note for HB0S99, as introduced

H&599
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON
NATURAL RESOQURCES

HOUSE BILL NO. 599
INTRODUCED BY GRIMES, GAGE, VOGEL, PAVLOVICH,

GRADY, BRUSKI-MAUS, BECK

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDBEING--THE--MONTFANA
BHViRBNMBNTAb———PBL§E¥--—AET———TS--GEAR§P¥--¥HAT——AN*fAGEHE¥

CLARIFYING THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS MAY NOT

PREPARE AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR A-PROPESAL AN

OPERATING PERMIT THAT WILL NOT, AS MODIFIED BY MITIGATION

REQUIREMENTS AGREED TO BY AN APPLICANT, SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT
THE QUALITY OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION

F5-1-206+ 82-4-337, MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT
It is the intent of this legislation to encourage state

agencies TEE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS to prepare a

mitigated envircnmental assessment or some form of
environmental review as required under Title 75, chapter 1,
and rules adopted pursuant to Title 75, chapter 1, other
than an environmental impact statement when a-setate-aetion

THE ISSUANCE OF AN OPERATING PERMIT, as modified by

mitigation requirements agreed to by an applicant, will not

significantly affect the guality of the human environment.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

@:ﬂa Legisiative Councilt
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Section-1-—Section-75-1-281y-MECA;-is-amended-to-read:--

435-3-28%+~-Generalt-directiona———-- environmentat-—impace
statementsr-tiy-Fhe-tegistature-anthorires-and-directa-thaty
to-the—-fntitest-axtent-possibie

taj—-the--poiieciesy--regquitations;—-and-taws-of-the-state
shalti must-be-interpreted--and--adminiatered--in-—-accordance
with-the-poitciea-set-farth-in-pares-i-throngh-37

tby--att~—agencies--af--vhe-stacer-except-as-provided-in
subsestion-t2y7r-shati-s

tiy——utitize-a--systematicy-—interdiscipiinary--approach
which--witi--insure--the--integrated--use-eof-the-naturat-and
secial-~sciencea-—and—-the--environmentai--desiga--arta——-in
planning-—and-—in-decisionmaking-which-—may-have-an-impact-on
mania-envirenment;

tity-+dentify-and-deveiop-methods-and--procedures--which
witi~-—-insure-—-that--presentiy--unquantifired--enviconmentai
emenities-and-vatues-may-be-given-apprepriate--consideration
in---dectstonmaking--~-along---with--acenemie—-and--teehnical
conaiderationss

titid-except-as-previded-in-subsection-t3yr--inelude-——in

every—-recommendation--or--repert-en-proposais-for-projects;
programar—tegistationy-and--other—-major—-actions-—-of--atate
government—-siqnificantiy-affecting-the-guatity-of-the-human
environmenty-a-detaiied-statement-ons

tAy-—the-environmental-impact-cf-the-propssed-actions

-2- HB 599
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+Bi-—any-adverse-environmental-effpces-whieh that-eannat
be-avoided-shouid tf-the-preposai-be is-impiemented;
t€}--atternatives-to-the-propased-actions
+tb}-—the-reiationship-between-locat-short-term-—-useas—-of
mants the-envirsnment-and-the-maintenance—and-enhancement-cf
tong-term-productivicys—and
tE}--any--irreversibie--and-irretrievable-commitments-of
ressurces-which-woutd-pe-invoived--in--the--propesed--action
should-it-be-impiementeds
tivy-study;-—-—--develepr----and----deseribe---apprepriate
alternatives-to-recommend-couraes-af-action-in-any--proposal
which-—-invelves--unresstved-confiiets-concerning-atternative
uses-of-avatiabie-ressureess
t¥y--recegnize—the-nationat-and-itong-range—-character——of
environmentat-—-probiems—--andy--where-—consistent--with--the
poitcies--of--the--statey——tend-—-appropriate---support---to
inttirativesy-—resotutionsy—and-programs-designed-to-maximize
nationai--cooperation-—in--anticipating--and--preventing-——-a
deciine-in-the-quaiity-of-mankind*s the-worid-environments
tvi-make—--avaitabite-—-to-—-countiesy---muntcipatitiesy
institutions;——and-individuats-advice-and-information-useful
tn-restorings—maintainingy-and-enhancing-the-quatiey-of--the
environments
tvity-tnitiate-and-utitize-ecolegicai-information-in-the

pianning-and-development-of-resource-oriented-preodeces;—and

—3e ' EB 539
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tviii}-assist----the---environmental--—-guattty---councii
estabiished-by-5-16-3+8%s-and
tei--prior-to-making-any-detaiied-statement-as--providaed
in--subseetion——tIythyttttyr-—-the-responsibie-seate-officiat
shati-eonsuit-with-and-obeain—-the--comments—-of--any--state
agency--whicsh-—haa-—jurisdiction—by-taw-or—special-expertise
with-respect-to-any-envirenmental-impact-invoived--Eopies—of
such the--statement—-and--the--comments--and--views—-of--the
appropriate--stater--federat;--and-iccal-agencies-whiech thate
are--antherized--to--deveilop---and---enforce———environmentai
standards--shai} mest-be-made-avaitebie-to-the-governor;-the
environmental-gquatity-councits-—and-the-pubiic-and-shaii mnst
accompany-the-proposat-through-the--existing--agency--reviaw
processesy
t2¥--Fhe-department-of-pubiic-service-reguintioen;-in-the
exercise-—of-its-reguiatory-aunthority-ever-raktes-and-charges
of-ratiroadsy--motor—-carriers;--and—-pubtie-—-ueitibies;—-is
exempt-from-the-provisiens-sf-parts-i-¢through-3=
t3¥--ta}-tUntit--the--board--ef--eit-and-gas-conaervation
adopts—-a-programmatic-environmentai-statement;—but-noe-—tates
than--Becember-3:,-19897-the-issuvance-of-a-permit-to-driti-a
weti~for--oii--or--gas--is--pet--a--majer—-action——of--state
government-as-that-term—is—-used-in-subsection-txy¢tbytiitys
tby--Fhe-board-ef-pit-and-gas-conservation-shati-adept-a

programmatie—-statement—-by--Becember--317--19897y--that-must

—4- HB 599
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inetude-but-not-be—timited-tor
tiy--such-environmentai-impacta~as-may-be--found--to—-be
assoctated--with--the-driiiing-for-and-production-of-oii-and
gas—-in-the-major-producing-basins-and-ecosystems-in-Montanas
tit}-such—-—methods---of---accempiishing---drititng--—and
production-of-oil-and-gas-as-—may-be-found-to-be-necessary-to
aveid-permanent-impairment-of-the-environment-cr-to-mitigate
Iong-term--impacts--so--that-—the--envirenment-and-renewabte
resources—~of--the--ecosystem--may--be~--returned--to-—either
conditions-simitar-to——those—-existing--pefore—-dritiing--or
produection--occurs—-or——conditions—-thar--refiect-—-a—naturai
progreasion—of-environmentai-changes
tiiiy-the-process-that-willi-be-empioyed-by-the-board--of
ait--and--gas—-conservation--to--evatuate-such-environmental
impacts-of-individuatr-dritting-propesais-as-may-be-found--to
exists
tivy-an---appropriate---method--for--incorporating--such
environmentai-review-as-may-be-found-to--be--necessary--into
the--bhoardia--rules--and--driti--permitting--proceas-and-£for
acecomplishing-the-review-in-an-expedient-manner;
tv}-—the-maximum—-time-perieds-that-witi-be--required-—to
complate——-the---driii--permitting-—-processr-—inciunding—-any
environmentai-review;-and
tviy-a-record-of-information-and-anatysis-€or-the--board

of--oti~--and--gas-conservation-to-reiy-upon-in-reaponding-to

-5- HB 59%
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pubiic-and-private-concerns—absut-driliing-and-productions
tey-—Phe--governer-—-shati--direct--and--have--management
respensibitity--for--the--preparation—-ef--the--programmatie
statementr-inetuding-responsibittty-on-behatf-of--the--board
of--oii--and--gas--conmervation——-for--the-—diabursement-—and
expenditure—-of--funds--necessary-to-compiete-the-statements
Phe-facilities—and-personnel-of-appropriate--state--agencies
must--be--used-to-the-extent-the-governor-deems—necessary—to
complete—the-—statements--Fhe--governsr—-shati--forward——the
eompieted—-draft-—programmaticF:tatement—bo-ehe-board—oi-eii
and-gas-conservation-for-hearing-pursuant-to-the--provisiens
of--the—-Montana--Administrative--Procedure—-Acty--Pitie--27
chapter--47--Pottewing—-eompietion--of--a-finai-programmacie
statementy-the-governor-shati-forward-the-statement--to—-the
board--for--adoption--and--use—in-the-issuance-of-permita-to
driti-for-oti-and-gass
té}-—-tntii-the-pregrammatic-environmentat-—scaktement--is
adoptedy-the-board-ef-oii-and-gas-conservation-ahaii-prepare
a--written-progress-report-after-each-regutar-meeting-of-the
board-and-after-any-special-bhoard-meeting-that-addresses-the
adeption-or-implementation-of-the-programmatic-envirenmentat
atatement:-A-copy--of--each--report--must--be--sent--te--the

environmentai--—quaiity-—-counciis BExcept--as--previded--in

subsection-tdir-—an--aqeney--of--stare--gavernament—-may--not

prepare--an--envirenmental--impact--seatement-for—a-proposai

-6- HB 599
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that-wiltl-noty-as-medified-by-mitiqatien-requirementa-agraed

to--by——-an--appiicant—-far—--a——-parmity---tease;---iticenses

certificater——or-other—entitiementy-significantiv-affect—-the

gquatity-of-the-human-environment-

t4y-—¥f-an-spplicant-under-snhaection-+3j-stipuiates--in

weiting-to-an-aqgency-of-the-state-gevernment-that-the-agency

mayy——-in-—its--discrettony-—prepare—-—an-environmental-impact

statementy-the-prohibition-under--subsection-—t3)--dees——not

appiy:*

SECTION 1. SECTION 82-4-337, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"82-4-337. Imnspection -— isgsuance of operating permit
-—~ modification. (1) (a) The board shall cause all
applications for operating permits to be reviewed for
completeness within 30 days of receipt. The board shall

notify the applicant concerning completeness as soon as

-possible. An application is considered complete unless the

applicant is notified of any deficiencies within 30 days of
receipt.

{b) Unless the review period is extended as provided in
this section, the board shall review the adequacy of the
proposed reclamation plan and plan of operation within 30
days of the determination that the application is complete
or within 60 days of receipt of the application if the board
does not notify the applicant of any deficiencies in the

application. If the applicant is not notified of

-7- HB 599
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deficiencies or inadequacies in the proposed reclamation
plan and plan of operation within such time period, the
operating permit shall be issued upon receipt of the bond as
required in 82-4-338 and pursuant to the reguirements of
subsection (1}(c). The department shall promptly notify the
applicant of the form and amount of bond which will be
reguired.

(c) No permit may be issued until:

(i) sufficient bond has been submitted pursuant to
82-4-33B;

(ii) the information and certification have been
submitted pursuant to B2-4-335(9): and

{iii) the department has found that permit issuance is
not prohibited by 82-4-335(8) or 82-4-341(6).

{d) (i) Prior to issuance of a permit, the department
shall inspect the site unless the department has failed to
act on the application within the time prescribed in
subsection (1){(b). If the site is not accessible due to
extended adverse weather conditions, the department may
extend the time period prescribed in subsection (1)(b) by
not more than 180 days to allow inspection of the site and
reagsonable review. The department must serve written notice
of extension upon the applicant in person or by certified
mail, and any such extension is subject to appeal to the

board in accordance with the Montana Administrative

-8~ HBE 599
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Procedure Act.

{ii) If the department determines that additional time
is needed to review the application and reclamation plan for
a major operation, the department and the applicant shall
negotiate to extend the period presecribed in subsection
(l)(b) by not more than 365 days in order to permit
reasonable review.

(iii) Pailure of the board to act upon a complete
application within the extension period constitutes approval
of the application, and the permit shall be issued promptly
upon receipt of the bond as required in 82-4-338.

{2} (a) Except as provided in subsection (2){(b), the

department may not prepare an environmental impact statement

for an operating permit application under 82-4-335 that will

not, as modified by mitigation requirements agreed to by the

applicant, significantly affect the quality of the human

environment,

(b) I1f an applicant under subsection (2){a} stipulates

in writing to the department that the department may, in its

discretion, prepare an environmental impact statement, the

prohibition under subsection {2){(a) does not apply.

+24(3) The cperating permit shall be granted for the
period required to complete the cperation and shall be valid
until the operation authorized by the permit is completed or

abandoned unless the permit is suspended or revoked by the

-g- 7 HB 599
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board as provided in this part.

t3}(4) The operating permit shall provide that the
reclamation plan may be modified by the board, upon proper
application of the permittee or department, after timely
notice and opportunity for hearing, at any time during the
term of the permit and for any of the following reasons:

(a) to modify the reguirements so they will not
conflict with existing laws;

(b) when the previously adopted reclamation plan is
impossible or impracticable to implement and maintain;:

(c} when significant environmental problem situations
are revealed by field inspection."

-End-
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BHOUSE BILL NO., 599
INTRODUCED BY GRIMES, GAGE, VOGEL, PAVLOVICH,

GRADY, BRUSKI-MAUS, BECK

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING--TPHE--MONPANA
BNVIRONMENTPAL-~-POLICY---ALP——~-PO--ChLARIFP¥~-FPHAP-~AN--AGENEY

CLARIFYING THAT TEE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS MAY NOT

PREPARE AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR A-PROPOSAR AN

QPERATING PERMIT THAT WILL NOT, AS MODIFIED BY MITIGATION

REQUIREMENTS AGREED TO BY AN APPLICANT, SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT
THE QUALITY OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION
?5-%-20% 82-4-337, MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT
It is the intent of this legislation to encourage state

agencies THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS to prepare a

mitigated environmental assesament or some form of
environmental review as required under Title 75, chapter 1,
and rules adopted pursuant to Titlie 75, chapter 1, other
than an environmental impact statement when a-state-action

THE _ISSUANCE OF AN OPERATING PERMIT, as modified by

mitigation requirements agreed to by an applicant, will not

significantly affect the quality of the human environment.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
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Section—%-—-Section-75-1-2017-MEA7- is-amended-to—read:-—
£35-3-2017--Generat-directions-—---— environmentat--impact
statementas-ti)-The-legisiature-anthorizes-and-directs-thaty
to—the-fuiltest-extent-posaibies
tay--che--poiicitesy--reguiationsy--and-iaws-of-the-state
shaii must-be-interpreted--and--adainistered--in--accordanee
with-the-poticies-set-forth-in-parta-i-through-3s
tb¥—-ati--agencies--af--che-stacey-except-as-provided-in
subsection-{t2y7-shati-
fij--utiiéce—a——systematicy——interdiseip!inafy--approach
which--will-—-insure--the--integrated--use-of-the-naturai-and
sociat--aciences--and--the--environmentai-—-design--arts--——4n
pianning--and--in-deeistonmaking-which-may-have-an-impact-on
manls-environment;
ttty-sdentify-and-develop-methods-anéd—-precedures--which
witli---insure-—-that--presentiy—-unquantified--envirenmentai
amenities-and-vaiuves-may-be-given-appropriate--conaideration

in-—-deciaionmaking--~atong---with--economie--and—-technieal

THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN THIS BILL
AND WILL NOT BE REPRINTED. PLEASE
REFER TO YELLOW COPY FOR COMPLETE TEXT.
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