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APRIL 1, 1993 

HOUSE BILL NO. 525 

INTRODUCED BY J. RICE, DOHERTY 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING, 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

ON MOTION, REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 73;. NOES, 24. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN, 
AYES, 40; NOES, 8. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 



IN THE HOUSE 

APRIL 6, 1993 SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS NOT 
CONCURRED IN. 

ON MOTION, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REQUESTED AND APPOINTED. 

IN THE SENATE 

APRIL 7, 1993 ON MOTION, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REQUESTED AND APPOINTED. 

IN THE HOUSE 

APRIL 24, 1993 SECOND READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED. 

THIRD READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED. 

IN THE SENATE 

APRIL 24, 1993 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED. 

IN THE HOUSE 

APRIL 24, 2993 SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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INTRODUCED 

r ~ ou~e... BILL NO. 5~-~ 
1' ~ BY '~l/4, Cf_; )r 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE 

JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION: PROVIDING FOR 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSION; DIRECTING THE COMMISSION TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE FINANCING AND ORGANIZATION OF THE 

MONTANA JUDICIARY: APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR OPERATION OF THE 

COMMISSION: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NE\oi SECTION. Section ,. Judicial unification and 

finance c0111aiasion -- c011p0sition -- vacancies. (l) There is 

a judicial unification and finance commission. 

(2) The connuission is composed of the following 13 

members: 

{a} three members, to be appointed by the governor, who 

must be from the public at large; 

( b) two members, to be appointed by the chief justice 

of the Montana supreme court; 

(c) one member, to be appointed by the speaker of the 

house of representatives, who must be a member of the house 

of representatives; 

(d! one member, to be appointed by the president of the 
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senate, who must be a member of the senate; and 

(e} si~ members, one each of whom must be appointed 

the following: 

{i) the Montana judges' association; 

(ii) the Montana magistrates 1 association; 

(iii) the Montana association of clerks of court; 

(iv) the state bar of Montana; 

(v) the Montana league of cities and towns; and 

(vi} the Montana association of counties. 

by 

( 3) The members of the commission shall elect a 

presiding officer from among the members. 

(4) Any vacancy occurring on the commission must be 

filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Meetings. (1) The presiding 

officer shall schedule meetings of the commission as 

considered necessary and shall give notice of the time and 

place of each meeting to the members of the commission. 

(2) The connuission may adopt rules of procedure for the 

conduct of its meetings. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Reiaburaeaent of expenses --

coapenaation. tl) Each member of the commission, except the 

legislative members appointed under (section 1(2)(c) and 

(2)(d)), is entitled to reimbursement for expenses as 

provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. 

(2) A legislative member appointed under (section 

-2- N&5~~ 
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1(2)(c) or (2)id)) is entitled to compensation and expenses 

as provided in 5-2-302. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Powers and duties staff 

support -- reca-iendations -- report. (1) The commission 

shall make a detailed and thorough study of the Montana 

judiciary, including: 

(a) possible unification of the Montana judiciary; 

(b) current and future funding of the Montana 

judiciary; 

(c) matters pertaining to the standards and selection 

of judges: and 

(d) other matters relating to the efficient operation 

of the Montana judiciary. 

(2) The legislative council shall provide staff support 

to the commission. 

(3) The commission 

from any agency, board, 

independent organization 

is authorized to secure directly 

or commission or from any 

any information, suggestion, 

estimate, or statistic. Any agency, board, commission, or 

organization requested by the commission to provide 

information shall furnish the information. 

(4) On or before December l, 1994, the commission shall 

submit to the legislature a written report of its findings, 

conclusions, and recommendations and options for further 

consideration, If legislation is recommended, the report 
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must include a draft of the legislation. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Authority to accept 

contributions appropriation. (1) The legislative council 

may accept, on behalf of the commission, gifts, grants, or 

donations that may not, in total, exceed $25,000. 

(2) Any money received from gifts, grants, or donations 

must be deposited in an account in the state special revenue 

fund to the credit of the legislative council for use by the 

CODIDlission. Money in the account may be used only for 

fulfilling the duties of the commission, including: 

(a) reimbursing or Compensating the members as provided 

in (section 3]; 

(b) contracting for services to execute the study to be 

conducted by the commission; or 

(CJ paying other expenses as may be incurred by the 

commission or the legislative council in conducting the 

study of the Montana judiciary. 

(3) (a) There is appropriated to the legislative 

council for the purposes of conducting the study described 

in [section 4] $25,000 from the state special revenue fund 

account described in subsection (2). 

(b) There is allocated to the legislative council from 

the district court criminal reimbursement program $33,000 

for the purpose of conducting the study described in 

[section 4). 

-4-
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(4) The appropriation and allocation under subsection 

(3) are biennial. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Coordination instruction. (1) 

4 If [this act] and House Bill No. 2 are both passed and 

5 approved and if House Bill No. 2 contains an appropriation 

6 in excess of $33,000 to the judiciary for the district court 

7 criminal reimbursement program lprogram 7), then the 

8 following language must be included in House Bill No. 2, 

9 within the appropriation to the judiciary: 

10 "If __ Bill No. __ [LC 1213] is passed and approved, 

11 then $33,000 of the appropriation to the district court 

12 criminal reimbursement program (program 7) must be 

13 transferred to the legislative council for the purpose of 

14 conducting the study of judicial unification and finance." 

15 (2) If [this act) and House Bill No. 2 are both passed 

16 and approved and if House Bill No. 2 does not contain an 

17 appropriation in excess of $33,000 to the judiciary for the 

18 district court criminal reimbursement program (program 7), 

19 then [section 5(3)(b)] of [this act) must be amended to 

20 read: 

21 "(3) (bl There is appropriated to the legislative 

22 council from the general fund $33,000 for the purpose of 

23 conducting the study described in (section 4]." 

24 NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. l This act I is 

25 effective July l, 1993. 

-5-
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NEW SECTION. Section 8. Ter■ination. 

terminates June 30, 1995. 

-End-
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[This act] 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0525, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: Establishing the Judicial 
for appointments to the commission; directing the COll'lllission to 
Montana judiciary; appropriating state special revenue funds to 
ASSUMPTIONS: 

Unification and 
conduct a study 
the Legislative 

Finance Commission (commission); providing 
of the financing and organization of the 
Council for operation of the commission. 

Legislative Council: 
1. Reimbursement rates for travel and per diem will remain as currently authorized. Only legislators will receive 

compensation. 
2. The cOll'll\ission will conduct 12 one-day meetings over the course of the 1995 interim. 
3. All 11 members will attend all 12 meetings. 
4. The Legislative Council will provide staff for the commission within current resources. 
5. $25,000 state special revenue is appropriated to the Legislative Council; this amount is assumed to be a biennial 

appropriation. The bill authorizes the Legislative Council to accept, on behalf of the commission, gifts. grants, or 
donations. up to a limit of $25.000, to be deposited in the state special revenue account. There is no assurance of 
receipt of this revenue; however, pursuant to 17-2-108, MCA, any special revenue received will be expended before 
general fund is expended. 

6. The commission may not spend in excess of a total of $58,000. A minimum of $2,222 is estimated for legislator pay and 
the remainder of the expenses are estimated for operating, including travel and per diem of members. 

Judiciary: 
7. $33,000 general fund is allocated to the Legislative Council from the district court reimbursement program; this amount 

is assumed to be allocated as a biennial appropriation. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Legislative Council-Judicial Unification and Finance Commission: 

Expenditures: 
FTE 
Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 

Total 
Funding: 
General Fund 
State Special Revenue 

Total 
Revenue· 

Current Law 
0.00 

0 
_Q_ 

0 

0 
_Q_ 

0 

State Special (gifts,grants,donations) 0 

Qo ... ~ 
DALEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR 

1--\)~3 
DATE 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

FY94 
Proposed Law 

0.10 
2,222 

55,778 
58,000 

33,000 
25,000 
58,000 

25,000 

.......D'..9 
Difference 

0.10 
2,222 

55,77Jl 

Current Law Proposed Law DiffeJC~ 
0.00 

0 
_Q_ 

58,000 

33,000 
25,000 
58,000 

25,000 

0.00 
0 
Q 

0 

0 
Q 

0 

0 

L 2-/C-<fJ, 
SPONSOR DATE 

Fiscal Note for BB0525. as introduced 

0.00 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

tf lJ ~J.~ 

0 

0 
g_ 
0 

0 



'iscal Note Request,HB0525. as introduced 
·orm BD - 15 page 2 
continued) 

udiciary-District Court Reimbursement Program: 

xpenditures: Current Law 
rE 1.00 
ersonal Services 28,495 
?erating Expenses 59,411 
~ipment 1,866 
rants 3,143,290 
Total 3,233,062 

mding: 
!neral Fund 3,233,062 

,t Impact to General Fund 

FY94 
Progosed Law 

1.00 
28,495 
59,411 
1,866 

3,110,290 
3,200,062 

3,200,062 

'FECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 

FY95 
Diff~r~n!;;e Current Law Prg12gsed Law Difference 

0 1.00 1.00 0 
0 28,502 28,502 0 
0 59,411 59,411 0 
0 1,866 1,866 0 

IJ3,0001 3,221,290 3,221,220 0 
(33,000) 3,381,069 3,381,069 0 

(33,000) 3,381,069 3,381,069 0 

0 0 

,e net impact to counties will be a decrease of up to $33,000 in funds available for reimbursement of criminal prosecution 
penses in district courts. If reimbursable criminal case expenses exceed the amount appropriated for reimbursement, 
unties will not be reimbursed up to the amount of the $33,000 allocated to the commission. 

tt8 s tr 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 
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INTRODUCED BY 

('~ BILL NO. 5~-~ 
»•tf.,..,· ✓ ~-----

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE 

JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION; PROVIDING FOR 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSION; DIRECTING THE COMMISSION TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE FINANCING AND ORGANIZATION OF THE 

MONTANA JUDICIARY; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR OPERATION OF THE 

COMMISSION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section ,. Judicial unification and 

finance c01111ission -- COllpOsition -- vacancies. (l) There is 

a judicial unification and finance commission. 

(2) The commission is composed of the following 13 

members: 

(a) three membecs, to be appointed by the governor, who 

must be from the public at lacge; 

(b) two members, to be appointed by the chief justice 

of the Montana supceme court; 

(C) one member, to be appointed by the speaker of the 

house of representatives, who must be a member of the house 

of representatives; 

(d) one member, to be appointed by the president of the 
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senate, who must be a ■e■ber of the senate; and 

le) siK ■e■bers, one each of whom must be appointed 

the following: 

(i) the Montana judges• association; 

(ii) the Montana magistrates' association; 

(iii) the Montana association of clerks of court; 

(iv) the state bar of Montana; 

(v) the Montana league of cities and towns; and 

(vi) the Montana association of counties. 

by 

I 3 l The meabers of the commission shall elect a 

presiding officer from among the members. 

(4) Any vacancy occurring on the collllllission must be 

filled in the aa■e manner as the original appointment. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. lleetings. (1) The presiding 

officer shall schedule meetings of the commission as 

considered necessary and shall give notice of the time and 

place of each aeeting to the members of the commission. 

(21 The commission nay adopt rules of procedure for the 

conduct of its meetings. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Reiaburs-nt of expenses -

coapeneation. (l} Each ■ember of the cOIID'llission, except the 

legislative members appointed under [section 1{2)(c) and 

(2)(d)), is entitled to reimbursement for expenses as 

provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. 

(2) A legislative member appointed under (section 

-2- N&5";lS° 
SECOND READING 
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1(2)fc) or (2)(d)) is entitled to compensation and expenses 

as provided in 5-2-302. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Powe,s and duties staff 

support -- recaaaendations -- report. (l) The commission 

shall make a detailed and thorough study of the Montana 

judiciary, including: 

(a) possible unification of the Montana judiciary; 

(b) current and future funding of the Montana 

judiciary; 

(c) matters pertaining to the standards and selection 

of judges; and 

(d) other matters relating to the efficient operation 

of the Montana judiciary. 

12) The legislative council shall provide staff support 

to the commission. 

(3) The commission is authorized to secure directly 

from any agency, board, 

independent organization 

o• 

any 

commission or 

information, 

f com any 

suggestion, 

estimate, or statistic. Any agency, board, commission, or 

organization requested by the commission to provide 

information shall furnish the information. 

(4) On or before December 1, 1994, the commission shall 

submit to the legislature a written report of its findings, 

conclusions. and recommendations and options for further 

consideration. If legislation is recommended, the report 
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must include a draft of the legislation. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Autho,ity to accept 

contributions appropriation. 11) The legislative council 

may accept, on behalf of the commission, gifts, grants, or 

donations that may not, in total, exceed $25,000. 

(2) Any money received from gifts, grants, or donations 

must be deposited in an account in the state special revenue 

fund to the credit of the legislative council for use by the 

commission. Money in the account may be used only for 

fulfilling the duties of the c0111111ission, including: 

(a) reimbursing or compensating the members as provided 

in [section 3]; 

(b) contracting for services to execute the study to be 

conducted by the commission; or 

(c) paying othe, expenses as may be incu,red by the 

co111111isaion oc the legislative council in conducting the 

study of the Montana judiciary. 

13) la) The,e is appeop,iated to the legislative 

council for the purposes of conducting the study described 

in (section 4} $25,000 from the state special revenue fund 

account described in subsection (2). 

(b) There is allocated to the legislative council from 

the district court 

fo, the pu,poae of 

(section 4). 

criminal reimbursement program $33,000 

conducting the study described in 

-4-



LC 1213/01 
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2 

(4) The appropriation and allocation under subsection 

(3) are biennial. 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Coordination instruction. (1) 

4 If (this act] and House Bill No. 2 are both passed and 

5 approved and if House Bill No. 2 contains an appropriation 

6 in excess of $33,000 to the judiciary for the district court 

7 criminal reimbursement program (program 7), then the 

8 following language must be included in House Bill No. 2, 

9 within the appropriation to the judiciary: 

10 "If __ Bill No. __ (LC 1213] is passed and approved, 

11 then $33,000 of the appropriation ta the district court 

12 criminal reimbursement program {program 7) must be 

13 transferred to the legislative council for the purpose of 

14 conducting the study of judicial unification and finance." 

15 (2) If (this act] and Hause Bill No. 2 are both passed 

16 and approved and if House Bill No. 2 does not contain an 

17 appropriation in excess of $33,000 to the judiciary for the 

18 district court criminal reimbursement program (program 7), 

19 then [section 5(3)(b)l of (this act] must be amended to 

20 read: 

21 "(3) (b) There is appropriated to the legislative 

22 council from the general fund $33,000 for the purpose of 

23 conducting the study described in (section 4)." 

24 NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective data. (Thia act) is 

25 effective July 1, 1993. 

-5-
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NEW SECTION. Section 8. Teraination. 

terminates June 30, 1995. 

-End-

-6-
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(Thia act l 
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RE-REFERRED AND 
APPROVED BY COHHITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS 
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AS A1£NDED 
HOUSE BILL NO. 525 

INTRODUCED BY J. RICE, DOHERTY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE 

JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION; PROVIDING FOR 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSION; DIRECTING THE COHMISSION TO 

COIIDUCT A STUDY OF THE FINANCING AND ORGANIZATION OF THE 

MONTANA JUDICIARY; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR OPERATION OF THE 

COMMISSION; AND PROVIDING AN BFFECTIVB DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE." 

BB IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Judicial unification and 

finance comaission -- composition -- vacancies. (1) There is 

a judicial unification and finance commission. 

(2) The commission is composed of the following 13 

members: 

(a) three members, to be appointed by the governor, who 

must be from the public at large; 

(b) two membe<s, to be appointed by the chief justice 

of the Montana supreme court; 

(c) one member, to be appointed by the speaker of the 

house of representatives, who must be a member of the house 

of representatives: 

(d) one member, to be appointed by the president of the 
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senate, who must be a member of the senate; and 

(e) six members, one each of whom must be appointed by 

the following: 

(i) the Montana judges' association; 

(i,i) the Montana magistrates' association; 

(iii) the Montana association of clerks of court; 

(iv) the state bar of MOntana; 

tv) the Montana league of cities and towns; and 

(vi) the Montana association of counties. 

( 3) The members of the commission shall elect a 

presiding officer from among the members. 

(4) Any vacancy occurring on the commission must be 

filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Meetings. (l) The presiding 

officer shall schedule meetings of the commission as 

considered necessary and shall give notice of the time and 

place of each meeting to the members of the commission. 

(2) The commission may adopt rules of procedure for the 

conduct of its meetings. 

NEW SECTION, Section 3. Reimbursement of expenses -

coapensation. (1) Eclch member of the commission, except the 

legislative members appointed under [section 1(2)(c) and 

(2)(d)], is entitled to reimbursement for expenses as 

provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, 

(2) A legislative member appointed under {section 

-2- HB 525 

SECOND READING 
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1(2)(c) or (2)1d)] is entitled to compensation and expenses 

as provided in 5-2-302. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Powers and duties staff 

support -- re~ndations -- report. (1) The commission 

shall make a detailed and thorough study of the Montana 

judiciary, including: 

(a) possible unification of the Montana judiciary; 

(b) current and future funding of the Montana 

judiciary; 

(c) matters pertaining to the standards and selection 

of judges; and 

(d) other matters relating to thE'! efficient operatio_n 

of the Montana judiciary. 

(2) The legislative council shall provide staff support 

to the commission. 

(3) The commission is authorized to secure directly 

from any agency, board, or commission or from any 

independent organization any information, suggestion, 

estimate, or statistic. Any agency, board, commission, or 

organization requested by the commission to provide 

information shall furnish the information. 

(4) On or before December 1, 1994, the commission shall 

submit to the legislature a written report of its findings, 

conclusions, and recommendations and options for further 

consideration. If legislation is recommended, the report 

-3- HB 525 
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must include a draft of the legislation. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Authority to accept 

contributions appropriation. (l) The legislative council 

may accept, on behalf of the commission, gifts, grants, or 

donations that may not, in total, exceed $i57 88& $40,000~ 

(2) Any money received from gifts, grants, or donations 

must be deposited in an account in the state special revenue 

fund to the credit of the legislative council for use by the 

commission. Money in the account may be used only for 

fulfilling the duties of the commission, including: 

(a) reimbursing or compensating the members as provided 

in [section 3]; 

(b) contracting for services to execute the study to be 

conducted by the co1DI11ission; or 

(c) paying other expenses as may be incurred by the 

commission or the legislative council in conducting the 

study of the Montana judiciary. 

(3) (a) There is appropriated to 

council for the purposes of conducting the 

in [section 4] $iS7888 i!Q.,_000 from 

the legislative 

study described 

the state special 

revenue fund account described in subsection (2). 

(b) There is allocated to the legislative council from 

the district court criminal reimbursement program $337999 

$10,000 for the purpose of conducting the study described in 

[section 4]. THE ALLOCATION MUST BE FROM FUNDS AVAILABLE 

-4- HB 525 
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AFTER THE SUPREME COURT ADMINISTRATOR HAS PAID EXPENSES 

SPECIFIED IN 3-5-901. 

ill IF THE AMOUNT AVAILABLB FOR ALLOCATION UNDER 

SUBSECTION (3)(BJ IS LESS THAN $10,000, THERE IS 

APPROPRIATED TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FROM FUNDS COLLECTED 

PURSUANT TO 61-3-509(2) THAT ARE NOT APPROPRIATED FOR 

DISTRICT COURT EXPENSES, AS PROVIDED IN 3-5-901, AN AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $10,000 FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING THE 

STUDY IN [SECTION 4]. THE SUM OF THE ALLOCATION IN 

SUBSECTION (J)(B) AND THE APPROPRIATION IN THIS SUBSECTION 

(C) MAY NOT EXCEED $10,000. 

(4) The appropriation APPROPRIATIONS and allocation 

under subsection (3) are biennial. 

NBW-SBe~teN.--Section-6~-e.,.,..dinetien-instruetien7--t¼t--

15 ¼f--tthio--aett--aftd--HOttAe--B¼ll--No.-i-are-beth-paoAed-aftd 

16 approved-and-if-Hettse-Bil¼-NoT-i-eentains--an--apprepriation 

17 ¼n-exee9s-of-$337 &&8-to-the-;udietary-£or-the-diotrtct-cottrt 

18 erimina¼---reim..bttrsement---pregram--tprogram--TtT--then--the 

19 £oi¼ow¼ng-¼angaaqe-must-be-ineladed-in--Hettse--B¼¼¼--No•--~7 

20 w¼tft¼n-tfte-appropriat¼en-to-tfte-judie¼ary~ 

21 &¼£-=-Bi¼¼-No.-=-tbe-iii3t-¼s-passed-and-appro•edT 

22 theft--$3378&&--of--the--appropriation--to-the-d¼striet-eettrt 

23 erillliftal--reimbarsemeftt--program---tprogram---it---mttst---be 

24 trans£erred--to--tfte--leq¼s¼at¼ve-eennei¼-£or-the-parpese-ef 

25 eendtteting-the-stttdy-0£-;udieia¼-unifieation-and-E¼naneeT• 
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tit--tf-tthis-aett-and-Hottse-Bill-No.-i-are-beth--passed 

and--appro•ed--and--¼£--Hottse-B½¼¼-No•-i-deee-not-conta±n-an 

appropriation-¼n-exeess-of-$337888-to-the-;ttdiciary-tor--ehe 

d±str±et--eeurt--erim±na¼-re±mbttrsement-pregram-tprogram-it, 

then-toeetton-5t3ttbtt-o£-tthis--oett--mttst--be--amended--to 

read~ 

Mf3t--tbt-~here---to--approprioted--to--the--legio¼attve 

eettnci¼-£rom-the-4enerai-£ttnd-$33,898--£or--the--pttrpose--o£ 

eondttct±ng-the-stttdy-deser±bed-±n-tseet±on-4+•u 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective July 1, 1993. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Teraination. 

terminates June 30, 1995. 

-End-

-6-

[This act] 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 525 

INTRODUCED BY J, RICE, DOHERTY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE 

JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION; PROVIDING FOR 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSILN; DIRECTING THE COMMISSION TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE FINANCING AND ORGAMIZATION OF THE 

MONTANA JUDICIARY; APPROPRIATING FUNDS 1/'0R OPERATION OF THE 

COMMISSION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA, 

NEW SECTION. Section ,. Judicial unification and 

finance ~ission -- coaposition -- vacancies. (1) There is 

a judicial unification and finance co-iasion. 

(2) The coaaission is coaposed of the following 13 

members: 

(a) three ■embers, to be appointed by the governor, who 

must be froa the public at large; 

(b) two meabers, to be appointed by the chief justice 

of the Montana supreme court1 

(c) one member, to be appointed by the speaker of the 

house of representatives, who must be a member of the house 

of representatives: 

(d) one member, to be appointed by the president of the 
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senate, who must be a ■ember of the senate; and 

(e) six members, one each of whom must be appointed by. 

the following: 

(i) the Montana judges' association; 

( i,i) the Montana aagistrates I association; 

(iii) the Montana association of clerks of court; 

(iv) the state bar of Montana1 

(v) the Montana league of cities and towns; and 

(vi) the Montana association of counties. 

(3) The 11embers of the coaaission shall elect a 

presiding officer from among the ■embers. 

(4) Any vacancy occurring on the commission must be 

filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Meetings. n > "The presiding 

officer shall schedule meetings of the commission as 

considered necessary and shall give notice of the ti- and 

place of each meeting to the members of the commission. 

(2) The commission may adopt rules of procedure for the 

conduct of its meetings. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Reillbur■-nt of ezpenaes -

caapenaation. (1) Each •ember of the commission, except the 

legislative members appointed under (section 1(2)(c) and 

(2)(d)), is entitled to reimbursement for expenses as 

provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. 

(2) A legislative member appointed under (section 

-2- HB 525 
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1(2)(c) or (2)(d)J is entitled to compensation and expenses 

as provided in 5-2-302. 

NEW SE:CTION. Section 4. Powers and duties staff 

support -- r-ndations -- report. (1) The CODlllission 

shall make a detailed and thorough study of the Montana 

judiciary, including: 

(a) possible unification of the Montana judiciary; 

(b) current and future funding of the Montana 

judiciary; 

(c) matters pertaining to the standards and selection 

of judges; and 

(d) other matters relating to the efficient operation 

of the Montana judiciary. 

(2) The legislative council shall provide staff support 

to the commission. 

(3) The commission is authorized to secure directly 

from any agency, board, 

independent organization 

or 

any 

commission or 

infor■ation, 

from any 

suggestion, 

estimate, or statistic. Any agency, board, c011111isslon, or 

organization requested by the commission to provide 

information shall furnish the information. 

(41 On or before December 1, 1994, the commission shall 

submit to the legislature a written report of its findings, 

conclusions, and recommendations and options for further 

consideration. If legislation is rec0111aended, the report 
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must include a draft of the legislation. 

NEW SE:CTIOII. Section 5. Autbority to accept 

contributiooa appropriation. (1) The legislative council 

..,y accept, on behalf of the coaaission, gifts, grants, or 

donations that ... y not, in total, exceed $i5788B $40,000. 

(2) Any 110ney received from gifts, grants, or donations 

must be deposited in an account in the state special revenue 

fund to the credit of the legislative council for use by the 

e011111ission. Money in the account may be used only for 

fulfilling the duties of the commission, including: 

(a) reillburslng or coapensating the -abers as provided 

in [section 3): 

(b) contracting for services to execute the study to be 

conducted by the commission; or 

(c) paying other expenses 

commission or the legislative 

as may be incurred by the 

council in conducting the 

study of the Montana judiciary. 

(3) (a) There is appropriated to 

council for the purposes of conducting the 

in [section 4) $i578BB ~000 from 

the legislative 

study described 

the state special 

revenue fund account described in subsection (2). 

(b) There is allocated to the legislative council from 

the district court criminal reimbursement program $337888 

$10,000 for the purpose of conducting the study described in 

[section 4]. THE ALLOCATION MUST BE FROM FUNDS AVAILABLE 

-4- HB 525 
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AFTER THE SUPREME COURT ADMINISTRATOR HAS PAID EXPENSES 

SPECIFIED IN 3-5-901. 

(C) IF THE AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR ALLOCATION UNDER 

SUBSECTION (3)(8) IS LESS THAN $10,000, THERE IS 

APPROPRIATED TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FROII. FUNDS COLLECTED 

PURSUANT TO 61-3-509(2) THAT ARE NOT APPROPRIATED FOR 

DISTRICT COURT EXPENSES, AS PROVIDED IN 3-5-901, AN AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $10,000 FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING THE 

STUDY IN (SECTION 4). THE SUM OF THE ALLOCATION IN 

SUBSECTION (3)(8) AND THE APPROPRIATION IN THIS SUBSECTION 

(CJ MAY NOT EXCEED $10,000. 

(4) The apprepr¼at¼Oft APPROPRIATIONS and allocation 

under subsection (3) are biennial. 

NBW-SBeT¼8NT--Seetinn &~-eeerdinati&ft-iflatraet¼...,.,.--f¼t-

¼f--tthis--aett--and--Hoase--Bi¼¼--NoT-i-are-l>eth-passed-and 

16 sppreved-and-if-Honse-Bi¼¼-NaT-i-eentsins--an--apprepristien 

17 in-e•eess-af-$337888-to-the-;adieisry-fer-the-d¼striet-eonrt 

18 eri■ina¼---reillbttrse■ent---pra9rsm--tpr99raa--itT--then--the 

19 fa¼¼ow¼n9-¼an9na9e-■nst-be-ine¼nded-in--Hea■e--Bi¼¼--NoT--i7 

20 within-the-apprepriatien-to-the-;ndieiaryT 

21 •¼t-=-B¼¼¼-NoT-=-tbE!-¼i¼3t-is-passed-and-apprewed7 

22 then--$337888--of--the--appropriatian--ta-the-distriet-eeart 

23 eri■ins¼--rei■bttrse111ent--pro9ram---tpr99ra■---it---■nst---be 

24 transferred--to--the--¼e9is¼at¼we-eonnei¼-for-the-pttrpese-ef 

25 eondnetin9-the-stad7-of-ind¼e¼a¼-anifieation-and-finaneeT• 
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tit--¼f-tthis-aett-and-Hoase-B¼¼¼-NoT-i-are-beth--passed 

and--approwed--and--if--Honae-Bi¼¼-NoT-~-dee■-ne~-eon~atn-■n 

spprepriation-in-e•eess-ef-$337888-to-the-;adieiary-for--the 

diatrie~--eonrt--eriaina¼-reimbttraeaen~-prograa-tprogra•-~tT 

then-tseetien-5t3ttbtt-ef-tthis--aett--■ast--be--aaended--to 

readT 

•f3t--tbt-There---is--appropriate<5--te--the--¼e9is¼ative 

eeane¼¼-fre111-the-9enera¼-fttnd-$337888--fer--the--parpose--ef 

eendttetin9-the-stttd7-deseribed-in-tseetien-4tT• 

NEW SECTION. Section&. Effective date. (This act] is 

effective July 1, 1993. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Teraination. 

terminates June 30, 1995. 

-End-

-6-

(This act) 

HB 525 



SENA'l'E STANDING COMNI'l"l'EE REPOR'l' 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Pagel of 2 
March 27, 1993 

we, your committee on Judiciary having had under consideration 
House Bill No. 525 (third reading copy -- blue), respectfully 
report that House Bill No. 525 be amended as follows and as so 
amended be concurred in. 

Signed: ..,_ v,A..,,1 ..... v-- ·, 
Senator William n ... _,, d u-iA=.. .... - - , ,.....__. -

That such amendments read: 

l. Title, line 9. 
Following: "COl4MISSION;" 
Strike: 11 AND" 

2. Title, line 10. 
Following: "DATE" 
Insert: ": AND PROVIDING FOR CONTINGENT VOIDNESS" 

3. Page 4, line 3. 
Following: •appropriation" 
Insert: •-- restriction on expenditures" 

4. Page 4, line 5. 
Strike: "exceed" 
Insert: "be less than" 

5. Page 4, lines 5 and 20. 
Strike: "$40,000" 
Insert: "$25,000" 

6. Page 4, line 24. 
Strike: "$10,000" 
Insert: • funded in 3-5-901, up to $33,000" 

7. Page 4, line 25. 
Following: "4].• 
Insert: "Any amount received pursuant to subsection {l) in excess 

of $25,000 decreases the allocation under this subsection 
(b) by a corresponding amount.• 

8. Page 5, line l. 
Strike: "AFTER" 
Insert: "Eelore" 

rh✓ Amd. Coord. 
~ Sec. of Senate 

~~+k+±: 
senator Carrying s1l! 691306SC.Sma 

9. Page 5, line 2. 
Following: "." 

Page 2 of 2 
March 27, 1993 

Insert: "For-the purposes of 3-5-901(2), the study described in 
[section 4] is a cost of administering certain district 
court expenses described in 3-5-901." 

10. Page 5, lines 3 through ll. 
Strike: subsection (c) in its entirety 

n. Page 5, 
Following: line 13 
Insert: "(5) As required under 17-2-108, the legislative council 

shall expend special revenue allocated in subsection (3)(a) 
of this section before expending any amount allocated in 
subsection (l)(b) or contingently appropriated in [section 
6]. If any funds appropriated or allocated for the study 
under subsection (3)(a) or [section 6(1)] remain unexpended 
on June 30, 1995, the funds must revert to the state general 
fund. If any funds appropriated or allocated for the study 
under subsection (3)(b) or [section 6(2)] remain unexpended 
on June 30, 1995, the funds must revert to the district 
court criminal reimbursement program funded under 3-5-901.• 

12. Page 6. 
Following: line 9 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 6. Coordination instruction. If 

House Bill No. 278 is not passed and approved in a form that 
includes a statutory appropriation of funds received under 
61-3-509, then the following language is included in House 
Bill No. 2, within the appropriation to the judiciary: 

"If House Bill No. 525 is passed and approved, then 
$33,000 of the appropriation to the district court criminal 
reimbursement program (program 7) must be allocated to the 
legislative council for the purpose of conducting the study 
of judicial unification and finance.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Contingent voidness. If 
House Bill No. 278 is not passed and approved in a form that 
includes a statutory appropriation of funds received under 
61-3-509 and the appropriation in Bouse Bill No. 2 to the 
judiciary for the district court criminal reimbursement 
program (program 7) is less than $33,000, then [this act] is 
void." 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

-END-

SENATE 
H8~Z5 
691306SC.Sma 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 525 

INTRODUCED BY J. RICE, DOHERTY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE 

JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION; PROVIDING FOR 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSION; DIRECTING THE COMMISSION TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE FINANCING AND ORGANIZATION OF THE 

MONTANA JUDICIARY; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR OPERATION OF THE 

COMMISSION; ANB PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATEi AND PROVIDING FOR CONTINGENT VOIDNESS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Judicial unification and 

finance coaaission -- COllpOSition -- vacancies. {l) There is 

a judicial unification and finance commission. 

(2) The commission is composed of the following 13 

members: 

(a) three members, to be appointed by the governor, who 

must be from the public at large; 

( b) two members, to be appointed by the chief justice 

of the Montana supreme court; 

(c) one member, to be appointed by the speaker of the 

house of representatives, who must be a member of the house 

of representatives; 

(d) one member, to be appointed by the president of the 
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senate, who must be a member of the senate; and 

(e} six members, one each of whom must be appointed by 

the following: 

(i) the Montana judges• association; 

{ii) the Montana magistrates• association; 

(iii) the Montana association of clerks of court; 

(iv) the state bar of Montana, 

(v} the Montana league of cities and towns; and 

(vi) the Montana association of counties. 

(3) The members of the commission shall elect 

presiding officer from among the members. 

a 

(4) Any vacancy occurring on the commission must be 

filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Meetings. (l) The presiding 

officer shall schedule meetings of the commission as 

considered necessary and shall give notice of the time and 

place of each meeting to the members of the commission, 

(2) The commission may adopt rules of procedure for the 

conduct of its meetings. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Reiaburseaent of expenses --

coapensation. (1) F.ach member of the commission, except the 

legislative members appointed under [section 1(2)(c) and 

(2)(d)l, is entitled to reimbursement for expenses as 
provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. 

(2) A legislative member appointed under (section 

-2- HB 525 

REFERENCE BILL 
AS AMe:NDED 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0525/03 

1(2)(c) or (2)(d)] is entitled to compensation and expenses 

as provided in 5-2-302. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Powers and duties staff 

support -- recoaaendations -- report. (1) The commission 

shall make a detailed and thorough study of the Montana 

judiciary, including: 

(a) possible unification of the Montana judiciary; 

(b) current and future 

judiciary; 

funding of the Montana 

(c) matters pertaining to the standards and selection 

of judges; and 

(d) other matters relating to the efficient operation 

of the Montana judiciary. 

(2) The legislative council shall provide staff support 

to the commission. 

(3) The commission is authorized to secure directly 

from any agency, board, or commission or from any 

independent organization any information, suggestion, 

estimate, or statistic. Any agency, board, commission, or 

organization requested by the commission to provide 

information shall furnish the information. 

(4) On or before December l, 1994, the commission shall 

submit to the legislature a written report of its findings, 

conclusions, and recommendations and options for further 

consideration. If legislation is recommended, the report 
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must include a draft of the legislation. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Authority to accept 

contributions appropriation RESTRICTION ON 

EXPENDITURES. (1) The legislative council may accept, on 

behalf of the commission, gifts, grants, or donations that 

may not, in total, e•eeed BE LESS THAN $i5T888 $48,888 

~000. 

(2) Any money received from gifts, grants, or donations 

must be deposited in an account in the state special revenue 

fund to the credit of the legislative council for use by the 

commission. Money in the account may be used only for 

fulfilling the duties of the commission, including: 

(a) reimbursing or compensating the members as provided 

in [section 3); 

(b) contracting for services to execute the study to be 

conducted by the commission; or 

(c) paying other expenses as may be incurred by the 

commission or the legislative council in conducting the 

study of the Montana judiciary. 

{3) (a) There is appropriated to the legislgtive 

council for the purposes of conducting the study described 

in [section 4) $i57888 ~487888 $25,000 from the state 
, 

special revenue fund account described in subsection (2). 

(b) There is allocated to the legislative council from 

the district court criminal reimbursement program ~331888 
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$¼87888, FUNDED IN 3-5-901, UP TO $33,000 for the purpose of 

conducting the study described in [section 4]. ANY AMOUNT 

RECEIVED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (l) IN EXCESS OF $25,000 

DECREASES THE ALLOCATION UNDER THIS SUBSECTION (B) BY A 

CORRESPONDING AMOUNT. THE ALLOCATION MUST BE FROM FUNDS 

AVAILABLE APTBR BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT ADMINISTRATOR HAS 

PAID EXPENSES SPECIFIED IN 3-5-901. FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

3-5-901(2), THE STUDY DESCRIBED IN [SECTION 4] IS A COST OF 

ADMINISTERING CERTAIN DISTRICT COURT EXPENSES DESCRIBED IN 

3-5-901. 

m--lP--THB--AM08N'l'--AYAlbABbB--P8R--Abb8€ATl0N---HNBBR 

SBBSBeT£0N---t3ttBt---lS---bBSS THAN---$¼&788&,--THBRB--lS 

APPR0PRlATBB-'f8-TBB-b88lSbATlYB-eeBNelb-t'R0M-PBNBS-ee&&BeTBB 

PBRSSANT--'f8--6l-3-S89t~t--TBAT--ARB--N0T--APPR0PRlATBB--P0R 

BlSTRleT-eeBRT-BHPBNSBS7-AS-PR0YlBBB-lN-3-5-98l,--AN--AM0HNT 

NBT--'f8--BHeBBB--$l87888--P0R--THB-PBRP0SB-0P-e0NBBeTlN6-THB 

STBBY--lN--tSBE!'l'l0N--4iT--THB--SBM--0P--THH--Abb0eATl0N---lN 

SBBSBeTl0N--t3ttBt--ANB-THB-APPR0PRlATl0N-lN-THlS-SHBSBeTl0N 

tet-MA¥-NBT-BHBBBe-$l8T&&8T 

(4) The appropria~ien APPROPRIATIONS and allocation 

under subsection (3) are biennial. 

(5) AS REQUIRED UNDER 17-2-108, THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

SHALL EXPEND SPECIAL REVENUE ALLOCATED IN SUBSECTION (3)(A) 

OF THIS SECTION BEFORE EXPENDING ANY AMOUNT ALLOCATED IN 

SUBSECTION (3)(B) OR CONTINGENTLY APPROPRIATED IN_[SECTION 
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6]. IF ANY FUNDS APPROPRIATED OR ALLOCATED FOR THE STUDY 

UNDER SUBSECTION (3)(A) OR [SECTION 6(1)] REMAIN UNEXPENDED 

ON JUNE 30, 1995, THE FUNDS MUST REVERT TO THE STATE GENERAL 

FUND. IF ANY FUNDS APPROPRIATED OR ALLOCATED FOR THE STUDY 

UNDER SUBSECTION (3)(B) OR [SECTION 6(2)] REMAIN UNEXPENDED 

ON JUNE 30, 1995, THE FUNDS MUST REVERT TO THE DISTRICT 

COURT CRIMINAL REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM FUNDED UNDER 3-5-901. 

NEW-see~f8N,--Section-6~-eoordination-~ns~~~ction~--1¼i-

fr--tthis--aeti--and--Hottse--Bill--NoT-~-are-beth-passed-and 

approYed-and-if-Houee-Bii¼-No.-i-eontains--an--appropriation 

in-exeess-oE-$33788&-to-the-;ad±e±ary-for-the-distriet-eoart 

eriminal---reimbttrseaent---program--tpregrlllll--TtT--then--the 

fo¼¼owing-¼angaage-maet-be-ine¼ttded-±n--Boase--B¼¼¼--Noo--~7 

within-the-appropriation-to-the-jadieiary~ 

Uf£-=-Bill-Ne.-=-fbB-lil3i-is-passed-and-appreved, 

then--$337888--0£--the--appropriation--to-the-distriet-eoart 

erimina¼--re±meareement--program---tpregram---Tt---mast---be 

transferred--to--the--¼egis¼ative-eottnei¼-for-the-parpose-of 

eondaeting-the-stady-oE-jttdieia¼-unifieation-and-Einanee,u 

tit--ff-fthis-aeti-and-Hettse-Bill-No.-~-are-both--passed 

and--appro•ed--and--iE--Ho~se-Bi¼¼-Ne.-i-dees-neC-eontain-an 

appropr¼ation-in-excess-0£-$337888-te-the-;ttdieiary-rer--Che 

' distriet--eoart--erimina¼-reimb~rsement-program-tprogram-it, 

then-tseetion-5t3ttbt+-er-tth¼s--aeti--must--be--amended--te 

read~ 
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1 Mt3t--tbt-~here---is--eppropriated--to--the--¼egis¼at¼•e 

2 eoane¼¼-frea-the-genera¼-tand-$33 7 888--for--the--parpose--of 

3 eondaeting-the-etttdy-deser¼bed-in-tseetion-4tT• 

4 NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. IF 

5 HOUSE BILL NO, 278 IS NOT PASSED AND APPROVED IN A FORM THAT 

6 INCLUDES A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS RECEIVED UNDER 

7 61-3-509, THEN THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE IS INCLUDED IN BOUSE 

8 BILL NO. 2, WITHIN THE APPROPRIATION TO THE JUDICIARY: 

9 "IF__II_OUSE _13_ILL NQ. 525 IS PASSED AND ~PPROVED1 THEN 

10 

11 

12 

13 

$33,000 OF THE APPROPRIATION TO THE DISTRICT COURT CRIMINAL 

REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM (PROGRAM 7) MUST BE ALLOCATED TO THE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING THE STUDY 

OF JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE." 

14 NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. CONTINGENT VOIDNESS. IF HOUSE 

15 BILL NO. 278 IS NOT PASSED AND APPROVED IN A FORM THAT 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

INCLUDES A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS RECEIVED UNDER 

61-3-509 AND THE APPROPRIATION IN HOUSE BILL NO. 2 TO THE 

JUDICIARY FOR THE DISTRICT COURT CRIMINAL REIMBURSEMENT 

PROGRAM (PROGRAM 7) IS LESS THAN $33,000, THEN !THIS ACT} IS 

'lQ!Q.,_ 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. (This act] is 

effective July 1, 1993. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Ter■ination. (This act] 

24 terminates June 30, 1995. 

-End-
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conference C0111111ittee 
on House Bill 525 

Report No. 1, April 22, 1993 

Mr. Speaker and Mr. President: 

Page 1 of 2 

We, your Conference Conaittee on Bouse Bill 525 met and 
considered, 

1. Alllen-nts by the Senate Judiciary Co-1.ttee dated Karch 27, 
19931 . 

and rec0llllll8nd that Rouse Bill 525 (reference copy -- salmon) be 
amended as follows: 

1. Page 4, line 6. 
Strike: "BE LESS TRAN" 

2. Page 4, line 7. 
Strike: "$25 1 00D" 
Insert: "exceed $33,000" 

3, Page 4, line 22. 
Strike: "$25 1 000" 
Insert, "$33,000" 

4. Page 5, line 1. 
Strike: "$33,000" 
Insert: •$25,000• 

5. Page 5, line 3. 
Strike: "$25,000" 
Insert: •$8,000 1 

6. Page 6, lines 2 through 5, 
Strike: "UNDER" on line 2 through "l" on line 5 

7. Page 6, line 6. 
Strike, "REVERT" 
Insert: "Eecredited" 

ADOPT 

REJECT 891425CC.Hss 

April 22~ 1993 
Page~ of 2 

And this Conference C:0-ittee report be adopted. 

Hous/7 

/C,~"-

-~ ,,< .. ,_,;, 
/,. A ~,-

Tasn 

• 

For the Senate: 

Ch~ 

u~~ 
~'"-" ' 0~·55 .Qr= 

~<.. 

c.~:'=\ 
\\& 515'" 
891425CC.Has 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 525 

INTRODUCED BY J, RICE, DOHERTY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE 

JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION; PROVIDING FOR 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSION; DIRECTING THE COMMISSION TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE FINANCING AND ORGANIZATION OF THE 

MONTANA JUDICIARY; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR OPERATION OF THE 

COMMISSION; ANB PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE; AND PROVIDING FOR CONTINGENT VOIDNESS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Judicial unification and 

finance c01111Dission -- cOlllposition -- vacancies. (1) There is 

a judicial unification and finance commission. 

(2) The commission is composed of the following 13 

members: 

(a) three members, to be appointed by the gov~rnor, who 

must be from the public at large; 

(b) two members, to be appointed by the chief justice 

of the Montana supreme court; 

(c) one member, to be appointed by the speaker of the 

house of representatives, who must be a member of the house 

of representatives; 

(d) one member, to be appointed by the president of the 

~.,,. • .., ... ,~. '"""°' 
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HB 0525/04 

senate, who must be a member of the senate; and 

(e) six members, one each of whom must be appointed by 

the following: 

(i) the Montana judges' association; 

(ii) the Montana magistrates' association; 

(iii) the Montana association of clerks of court; 

(iv) the state bar of Montana; 

(v) the Montana league of cities and towns; and 

(vi) the Montana association of counties. 

(3) The members of the commission shall 

presiding officer from among the members. 

elect 

(4) Any vacancy occurring on the commission must 

filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 

a 

be 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Meetings. (1) The presiding 

officer shall schedule meetings of the commission 

considered necessary and shall give notice of the time 

place of each meeting to the members of the commission. 

as 

and 

(2) The commission may adopt rules of procedure for the 

conduct of its meetings. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Reimbursement of expenses -

compensation. (1) Each member of the commission, except the 

legislative members appointed under [section 1(2)(c) and 

(2)(d)}, is entitled to reimbursement for expenses as 

provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. 

(2} A legislative member appointed under (section 
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1(2)(c) or (2)(d)] is entitled to compensation and expenses 

as provided in 5-2-302. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Powers and duties staff 

support -- recommendations -- report. (1) The commission 

shall make a detailed and thorough study of the Montana 

judiciary, including: 

(a) possible unification of the Montana judiciary; 

(b) current and future funding of the Montana 

judiciary; 

(c) matters pertaining to the standards and selection 

of judges; and 

(d) other matters relating to the efficient operation 

of the Montana judiciary. 

(2) The legislative council shall provide staff support 

to the commission. 

(3) The commission is authorized to secure directly 

from any agency, board, or commission or from any 

independent otganization any informal ion, suggestion, 

estimate, or statistic. Any agency, board, commission, or 

organization requested by the commission to provide 

information shall furnish the information. 

14) On or before December 1, 1994, the con~ission shall 

submit to the legislature a written report of its findings, 

conclusions, and recommendations and options for further 

consideration. If legislation is recommended, the report 
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must include a draft of the legislation. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Authority 

contributions -- appropriation 

HB 0525/04 

to accept 

RESTRICTION ON 

EXPENDITURES. (1) The legislative council may accept, on 

behalf of the commission, gifts, grants, or donations that 

may not, in total, exeeed BB--bBSS-~HAN $z5,999 $497 999 

$z5,989 EXCEED $33,000. 

{2) Any money received from gifts, grants, or donations 

must be deposited in an account in the state special revenue 

fund to the credit of the legislative council for use by the 

commission. Money in the account may be used only for 

fulfilling the duties of the commission, including: 

(a) reimbursing or compensating the members as provided 

in [section 31: 

(b) contracting for services to execute the study to be 

conducted by the commission; or 

(C) paying other expenses as may be incurred by the 

commission or the legislative council in conducting the 

study of the Montana judiciary. 

(3) (a) There is appropriated to 

council for the purposes of conducting the 

the legislative 

study described 

in [section 4) $i57888 ~49,889 ~~5,988 $33,000 from the 

state special revenue fund account described in subsection 

( 2). 

(b) There is allocated to the legislative council from 
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the district court criminal reimbursement program $3~7888 

$¼8,888, FUNDED IN 3-5-901, UP TO $33,888 $25,000 for the 

purpose of conducting the study described in [section 4). 

ANY AMOUNT RECEIVED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1) IN EXCESS OF 

$z57999 ~000 DECREASES THE ALLOCATION UNDER THIS 

SUBSECTION (B) BY A CORRESPONDING AMOUNT. THE ALLOCATION 

MUST BE FROM FUNDS AVAILABLE M'~BR BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT 

ADMINISTRATOR HAS PAID EXPENSES SPECIFIED IN 3-5-901. FOR 

THE PURPOSES OF 3-5-901(2), THE STUDY DESCRIBED IN [SECTION 

4) IS A COST OF ADMINISTERING CERTAIN DISTRICT COURT 

EXPENSES DESCRIBED IN 3-5-901. 

tet--fP---~HB--1'M0BNT--AVAfbABbB--P0R--Abb0€ATt0N--BNBBR 

SBBSB€~f0N--t3ttBt--iS---bBSS---~HAN---$¼8,8997---THERB---fS 

APPR0PRfATBB-~0-THE-bE8tSbATfVB-€0BN€ib-PR0M-PBNBS-€0bbE€~BB 

PBRSBANT--~e--6¼-3-589trt--THAT--ARE--Ne~--APPR8PRfATEB--P0R 

BfSTRf€T--€0BRT--EMPENSBS7-A9-PR0ViBBB-fN-3-5-98¼,-AN-M0HNT 

N0T-T0-EM€BBB-$¼~,999-P8R--THB--PBRP0SB--0P--eeNBB€~iN8--THB 

STBB¥---fN--tseeTi0N--4iT--~HE--SBM--0P--THE--Abb0BA~f0N--iN 

SBBSB€Tf0N-t3ttBt-ANB-THB-APPR0PRiA~i0N-fN--~HfS--SBBSBB~f8N 

tBt-MA¥-N8T-BM€BBB-$¼8,889T 

(4) The appropriation APPROPRIATIONS and allocation 

under subsection (3} are biennial. 

(5) AS REQUIRED UNDER 17-2-108, THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

SHALL EXPEND SPECIAL REVENUE ALLOCATED IN SUBSECTION (3)(A) 

OF THIS SECTION BEFORE EXPENDING ANY AMOUNT ALLOCATED IN 
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SUBSECTION (3)(8) OR CONTINGENTLY APPROPRIATED IN [SECTION 

61. IF ANY FUNDS APPROPRIATED OR ALLOCATED FOR THE STUDY 

BNBBR--SBBSBBTi8N-t3ttAt-eR-fSBe~i0N-6t¼ti-RB.MAiN-~NBMPBNBBB 

eN-a~NB-38,-¼~~5,-~HB-P~NBS-M~S~-RBYBR~-BB-BRBBf~BB--~e--~HB 

S~A~B--8BNBRAb--PBNBT-fP-AN¥-PBNB9-APPR8PRiA~BB-0R-Abb0BATBB 

P9R-~HB-S~BB¥-BNBBR--SBBSB€Ti0N--t3ttBt--0R--tSBB~i0N--6trti 

REMAIN UNEXPENDED ON JUNE 30, 1995, THE FUNDS MUST~ BE 

CREDITED TO THE DISTRICT COURT CRIMINAL REIMBURSEMENT 

PROGRAM FUNDED UNDER 3-5-901. 

NBw-see~f8N7--Seetion-6~-eee~d~ftet±eft-~ftst~uet±eftT--t±➔ -

it--fthis--aet1--and--Hottse--Bi¼i--Noo-i-are-both-passed-and 

approved-and-it-Hottse-B±¼¼-Noo-Z-eonta±ns--an--apprepr±at±on 

±n-exeess-of-$33788e-to-the-;ad±e±ary-tor-the-d±str±et-eottrt 

er±m±na%---re±mbarsement---program--tprograffl--~t,--the"--the 

to½¼ow±n9-½an9tta9e-mttst-be-±ne½ttded-±n--Hottse--Biii--Now--~, 

w±th±n-the-a~propr±at±on-to-the-;ttdie±ary~ 

u1r-==-B±ii-No,-=-=-=-+be-±ri3f-±s-passed-and-approved7 

then--$331888--ot--the--appropr±at±on--to-the-distriet-coart 

eriminai--reimbarsement--program---tprogram---~t---must---be 

transterred--to--the--¼eg±a¼at±ve-eonne±¼-ror-the-purpose-ot 

eonduet±ng-the-study-ot-jud±e±a¼-un±t±eat±on-and-f±nanee,~ 

trt--ir-ttn¼s-eeti-eftd-Heose-B,±¼-No7-r-e~e-bet~--pessed 

and--approved--and--i£--House-Bi¼½-Ho.-~-does-not-eontain-an 

appropr±ation-in-@xeee~-0£-$33,880-to-the-jttd±eiary-ror--the 

distriet--eourt--erim+na¼-reifflb~rseme~t-proqram-tprogram-~t 7 

-6- HB 525 



1 

2 

HB 0525/0~ 

then-teeet¼on-5t3ttbtt-of-tth¼e--sett--mttet--be--smended--to 

reed• 

3 "t3t--tbt-~here---~e--app~o~r±ated--to--the--¼eg~e¼at~ve 

4 eoone±¼-£rom-the-generai-£tlnd-$337888--£or--the--~~rpoee--0£ 

5 eondtlc~ing-the-ettldy-deeer±bed-±n-+~eetion-4f," 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. IF 

HOUSE BILL NO. 278 IS NOT PASSED AND APPROVED IN A FORM THAT 

INCLUDES A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS RECEIVED UNDER 

61-3-509, THEN THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE IS INCLUDED IN HOUSE 

BILL NO. 2, WITHIN THE APPROPRIATION TO THE JUDICIARY, 

"IF HOUSE BILL NO. 525 IS PASSED AND APPROVED, THEN 

$33,000 OF THE APPROPRIATION TO THE DISTRICT COURT CRIMINAL 

REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM (PROGRAM 7) MUST BE ALLOCATED TO THE 

14 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING THE STUDY 

15 OF JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE." 

16 NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. CONTINGENT VOIDNESS. IF HOUSE 

17 BILL NO. 278 IS NOT PASSED AND APPROVED SN A FORM THAT 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

INCLUDES A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS RECEIVED UNDER 

61-3-509 AND THE APPROPRIATION IN HOUSE BILL NO. 2 TO THE 

JUDICIARY FOR THE DISTRICT COURT CRIMINAL REIMBURSEMENT 

PROGRAM (PROGRAM 7) IS LESS THAN S33,000, THEN IIHIS ACT} IS 

VOID. 

23 NEW SECTION, Section 8. Effective date. (This act I is 

24 effective July 1, 1993. 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Termination. [This act] 
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1 terminates June 30, 1995. 

-End-
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