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INTRODUCED BY &;, "''.'"';. ~ -,--

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE STATE 

ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM A PERMANENT STATE SERVICE; 

EXPANDING THE TYPES OF INFORMATION FOR WHICH THE BULLETIN 

BOARD IS TO BE USED: REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO SUPPORT BROADER STATE AGENCY AND PUBLIC 

USE OF THE BULLETIN BOARD; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 2-17-322 

AND 2-17-323, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-17-322, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-322. Establishllent. ill The department of 

administration shall establish and maintain7--ae--a--pi¼ct 

pre;eetT a centralized electronic bulletin board system for 

state agencies to use as a means of conveying information to 

the citizens of Montana. Agencies involved in communicating 

information to the public shall maintain appropriate 

information on the bulletin board system, including but not 

limited to: 

1!1 environmental as~~sments; 

(b) rulemaking notices; 

(c) board vacancy notices as required by 2-15-201; 

(dJ agency reports mandated by statute; 
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(e) packs reports required by 23-1-110: 

(f) requests for bids or proposals; and 

(g) public meeting notices and agendas. 

ill The purpose of thia-pi¼et-pre;eet the centralized 

electronic bulletin board_ system is to encourage the 

practice of providing for direct citizen access to state 

computerized information." 

Section 2. section 2-17-323, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-323. Responsibilities. (l) The department 

administration shall: 

of 

(a) set standards for the selection of software for the 

electronic bulletin boards; 

(b) establish appropriate services on the centralized 

electronic bulletin board system to supPOrt file transfer by 

all state agencies; 

(c) develop user-friendly file transfer and message 

srstems for entities regularly interacting with state 

government, such as professional associations and citizen 

groups, and promote the systems' use to reduce copying and 

mailing costs for state government; and 

tbtill detecmine procedures foe bulletin baaed use. 

(2) The department shall pcovide security to pcotect 

the integrity of ita electronic bulletin board system. Each 

department is responsible for ensuring the integrity and 

appropriateness of the information that it places in the 

-2- fie 5"20 
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l system. 

2 (3) The department shall provide for an equitable 

3 method for recovering the cast of operating the electronic 

4 bulletin board system." 

-End-

-3-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby sul:mitted a Fiscal Note for HB0520. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act making the state electronic bulletin board system a permanent state service; 
expanding the types of information for which the bulletin board is to be used; requiring the Department of Administration to 
support broader state agency and public use of the bulletin board. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
Department of Administration (DOA): 
l. The DOA will be responsible for providing a Bulletin Board System, including ongoing operation of the system to provide 

the necessary capacity, toll free telephone access, security, backup/recovery, and integrity of the system. Each 
department will be responsible for the integrity and appropriateness of their information on the system. 

2. An additional (grade 14) 0.50 FTE operator, or "sysop•, will be required, in addition to the 0.25 FTE currently 
dedicated to the pilot project, to provide necessary hardware and software maintenance, and primarily to coordinate 
agency input to the system. The personal services costs are based on the FY93 pay plan •market• salary, including 20\ 
for employee benefits. 

3. Increased use of the system will require additional disk storage and local and toll free ("800") telephone lines. 
4. The general public would not be charged for use of the system. Costs would be recovered from state agencies as overhead 

incorporated into the existing rates charged by the DOA/Information Services Division for computer services. 
Approximately 40\ of these costs are projected to be ultimately allocated to general fund sources. 

5. It is assumed "maintain appropriate information• means that agencies will continue to place summary information instead 
of lengthy documents on the Bulletin Board System to avoid exceeding estimated future requirements for disk space and 
telephone lines. 

Governor's Office: 
6. The Governor's Office would be required to post at least 750 notices per year for board vacancies. Current staff would 

not be able to handle the additional workload of posting notices in an electronic ASCII format and of monitoring and 
following up on electronic mail on the bulletin board. Operating costs would be incurred for additional network and 
computer processing charges. 

7. All other state agencies either are using a comparable system or will absorb the costs in current budgets. 

(Continued) 

:Q~:i~ c. - \ 3-9 s 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB0520. as introduced 

Hf3~;,-.o 



'iscal Not:e Request: HB0520, as introduc~d 
·orm BD-15 page 2 
continued) 

ISCAL IMPACT: 
epartment of Administration - Information Services Division 

xpenditures· 
'TE 
>ersonal Services 
~erating Expenses 
:quipment 
Total 

unding: 
roprietary 

overnor•s Office: 

wenditures 
rE 
~rsonal Services 
>erating Expenses 
l\,lipment 
Total 

mding 
meral Fund 

!;;:urrent: Law 
0.25 

8,846 
23,000 

Q 

31,846 

31,846 

Curren!;; Law 
0 
0 
0 
~ 

0 

0 

>NG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

FY '94 
PrQQQSed Law 

0.75 
26,537 
47,000 

l,SOO 
75,037 

75,037 

FY '94 
PrQeosed I&w 

1.00 
10,903 

1,000 
2,650 

14,553 

14,553 

FY '95 
Difference Current Law Proeosed Law Differen£e 

0.50 0.25 0.75 0.50 
17,691 8,846 26,537 17,691 
24,000 23,000 47,000 24,000 

1,500 0 0 0 
43,191 31,846 73,537 41,691 

43,191 31,846 73,537 41,691 

EX '95 
Ditferen£e current, Law PrQRo§ed Law Differ1m£e 

1.00 0 1.00 1.00 
10,903 0 10,902 10,902 

1,000 0 1,000 1,000 
2,650 ___ o 0 Q 

13,553 0 11,902 11,902 

14,553 0 11,902 11,902 

,rsonal services costs will continue in future biennia in order to meet growing expectations of state agencies and the 
,neral public for access to information contained in the system. Substantial increases in use of t:he system in future 
ars would require additional DoA personal services expenses to support the system in a less limited fashion, additional 
,erating expenses to add more telephone lines to allow more concurrent users, and additional equipment expenses for larger 
pacity hardware and software. 

r-tl> .rJ..O 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Revised Fiscal Note for HB0520, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act making the state electronic bulletin board system a permanent state service; 
expanding the types of information for which the bulletin board is to be used; requiring the Department of Administration to 
support broader state agency and public use of the bulletin board. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
Department of Administration (DOA): 
l. The DOA will be responsible for providing a Bulletin Board System, including ongoing operation of the system to provide 

the necessary capacity, toll free telephone access, security, backup/recovery, and integrity of the system. Each 
department will be responsible for the integrity and appropriateness of their information on the system. 

2. An additional (grade 14) 0.50 FTE operator, or •sysop•, will be required, in addition to the 0.25 FTE currently 
dedicated to the pilot project, to provide necessary hardware and software maintenance, and primarily to coordinate 
agency input to the system. The personal services costs are based on the FY93 pay plan "market" salary, including 20\ 
for employee benefits. 

3. Increased use of the system will require additional disk storage and local and toll free ("800") telephone lines. 
4. The general public would not be charged for use of the system. Costs would be recovered from state agencies as overhead 

incorporated into the existing rates charged by the DOA/Information Services Division for computer services. 
Approximately 40\ of these costs are projected to be ultimately allocated to general fund sources. 

5. It is assumed "maintain appropriate information• means that agencies will continue to place summary information instead 
of lengthy documents on the Bulletin Board System to avoid exceeding estimated future requirements for disk space and 
telephone lines. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Department of Administration - Information Services Division 

FY '94 
E292!;:ngi!;yr!;:s: Current Law Progosed Law 
FTE 0.25 0.75 
Personal Services 8,846 26,537 
Operating Expenses 23,000 47,000 
Equipment 0 1.500 
Total 31,846 75,037 

Funding: 
Proprietary 31,846 75,037 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Difference 
0.50 

17,691 
24,000 

1.500 
43,191 

43,191 

FY '95 
Current Law Progosed Law Difference 

0.25 0.75 0.50 
8,846 26,537 17,691 

23,000 47,000 24,000 
Q 0 Q 

31,846 73,537 41,691 

31,846 73,537 41,691 

ReviRed Fiscal Note HB0520. as introduced#. 

tf-{3 ~20 L 



Fiscal Note Request HB0520. as introduced 
Form BD-15 page 2 
(continued) 

U>NG-RANGB BFFBCTS Of PROPOSED LBGISLATJOR; 
Personal services costs will continue in future biennia in order to -et growin~ expectations of state agencies and the 
general public for access to information contained in the system. Substantial increases in use of the system in future years 
would require additional DoA personal services expenses to support the system in a less limited fashion, additional operating 
e,cpenses to add more telephone lines to allow more concurrent users, and additional equipment expenses for larger capacity 
hardware and software. 

..i o r ,Z.ZJ ~ ,_ 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION u.;.,.·~-~ 

INTRODUCED BY ,B ,· .. ~?:, '. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE STATE 

ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM A PERMANENT STATE SERVICE; 

EXPANDING THE TYPES OF INFORMATION FOR WHICH THE BULLETIN 

BOARD IS TO BE USED; REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO SUPPORT BROADER STATE AGENCY AND PUBLIC 

USE OF THE BULLETIN BOARO; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 2-17-322 

AND 2-17-323, MCA,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-17-322, MCA, is aaended to read: 

"2-17-322. Eatablis-nt. ill The departaent of 

administration shall establish and aaintain7--aa--a--pilet 

pre;eetT a centralized electronlc bulletin board system for 

state agencies to use as a aeans of conveying inforaation to 

the citizens of NOntana. Agencies involved in e01111unicating 

lnforaation to the public shall -intain appropriate 

inforaation on the bulletin board ■y■t-, including but not 

li■ited to: 

1a) environaental aaaeawnta1 

(bl rule-king noticea, 

(cl board vacancy notices•• reguired by 2-1s~2011 

(di agency report■ ■andated by ■tatute; 
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(e) parks reports required by 23-1-110; 

(fl requests for bids or proposals; and 

(g) public aeetinq notices and agendas. 

ill The purpose of thia-pilet-pre;eet the centralized 

electronic b~l!~tin board syste■ is to encourage the 

practice of providing for direct citizen access to state 

coaputerized inforaation.• 

Section 2. Section 2-17-323, MCA, is a■ended to read: 

"2-17-323. Responsibilities. (1) The departaent 

ad■ inistration shall: 

of 

Ca) set standards for the selection of software for the 

electronic bulletin boards; 

{b) establish appropriate services on the centralized 

electronic bulletin board system to support file ttansfer by 

all state agencies; 

(c) develop user-friendly file transfer and message 

S:i_Bt-s for entities regularly interacting with state 

governaent, such aa professional associations and citizen 

groups, and proaote the ayate-• use to reduce copying and 

.,.iling costs for state qovernaent; and 

tbtill deter■ine procedures for bulletin board use. 

(2) The departaent ■hall provide security to protect 

the integrity of ita electronic bulletin board syate■, Each 

depart ... nt i ■ re■ponaible for enauring the integrity and 

appropriatene■• of the infor■ation that it places in the 

-2- ff6 5"20 

SECOND READING 
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l syatem. 

2 (3) The depa,tment shall provide fo, an equitable 

J method for recovering the cost of operating the elect~onic 

4 bulletin board syste■ .• 

-End-

-3-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT IIAICING THE STATE 

ELECTRONIC BtlLLE'l'IN BOARD SYSTEM A PERMANENT STATE SERVICE; 

EXPANDING THE TYPES OF INPORIIATION FOR ilHICH THE BULLE'l'IN 

BOARD IS TO 8£ USED1 REQUIRING THE DEPARTIIENT OF 

ADIIINISTRATION TO SUPPORT BROADER STATE AGENCY ANO PUBLIC 

USE OF THE BULLETIN BOARD; ANO AIIBNDING SBCTIONS 2-17-322 

ANO 2-17-323, IICA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LIIGISLATURB OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-17-322, NCA, i ■ aaended to read, 

•2-17-322. B■tabli■-nt. ill The departaent of 

adlliniatration ■ball establish and -1ntain7--■■--■--pi¼ot 

~e;eet7 a centralized electronic bulletin board syate■ for 

state agencies to u■e aa a ■eana of conveying infor-tion to 

the citizen■ of Montana. Agenciea involved in co■■unicating 

lnfor-tion to the public ■ball -intaln appropriate 

infor-tion on the bulletin board ■y■t-■ 1 including but not 

li■it'-d to: 

lal environ■ental a■■•■-nt■; 

(bl rul-■king notice■ 1 

le) board vacancy notice■ a■ required by 2-15-2011 

Id) agency report■ -ndated by ■tatute1 
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l•l park■ report■ required by 23-1-1101 

(fl regue■ta for bid■ or propo■al■ j and 

jgl public -•ting notice■ and agenda■• 

ill The purpoee of t~••-p¼¼et-p~e;eet the centr~lised 

electronic bulletin~ board ■y■t- i• to encourage the 

practice of providing for direct citizen ace■■• to state 

coaputerized infor-tion.• 

Section 2.. Section 2-17-323, MCA, is -ended to read, 

•2-17-323. Re■poo■ ibilitiea. (1) The depart■ent 

adainiatration ■hall: 

of 

(a) set ■tandard■ for the aalection of aoftvare for the 

electronic bulletin board■; 

(bl e■tabliah appropriate aervicea on the centralized 

electronic bulletin board ■y■te■ to support file tran■ fer by 

~11 ■tate agencie■; 

(cl develop u■er-friendly file transfer and ■e■aage 

•1•t-■ for entitle■ regularly interacting with state 

9overnaent, auch •• profe■■ion.al a ■aociations and citiaen 

groupa, and proaote the ■yat ... ' use to reduce copying and 

-iling co■ta for ■tate govern■ent; and 

t~till deter■ine procedure■ for bulletin board u ■e. 

(2) The depart-nt ■hall provide security to protect 

the integrity of it■ electronic bulletin board ayate■• Each 

depart■ent la ra■pon■ ible for ensuring the integrity and 

approprlatene■s of the infor-tion that it places in the 

-2- H6 £to 
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1 aystea. 

2 (3) The depart-nt shall provide for •n equitable 

3 -thod for recovering the cost of operating tht! eb,ctconie 

• bullet in bo.lrd syste•. • 

-£.nd-

-J-
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A BILL FOR AN 

HOUSE BILL NO. 520 

INTRODUCED BY RANEY, BLAYLOCK 

ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE STATE 

ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM A PERMANENT STATE SERVICE; 

EXPANDING THE TYPES OF INFORMATION FOR WHICH THE BULLETIN 

BOARD IS TO BE USED; REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO SUPPORT BROADER STATE AGENCY AND PUBLIC 

USE OF THE BULLETIN BOARD; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 2-17-322 

AND 2-17-323, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 2-17-322, MCA, is amended to read, 

"2-17-322. Establishaent. ill The department of 

administration shall establish and maintain,--as--a--pi¼o~ 

pro;ee~T a centralized electronic bulletin board system for 

state agencies to use as a means of conveying information to 

the citizens of Montana. Agencies involved in communicating 

information to the public shall maintain appropriate 

information on the bulletin board system, including but not 

limited to: 

(a) environmental assessments; 

(bl rulemaking notices; 

(Cl board vacancy notices as required by 2-15-201; 

(d) agency reports mandated by statute; 
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(e} parks reports required by 23-1-110; 

(fl requests for bids or proposals; and 

(g) public meeting notices and agendas. 

HB 0520/02 

ill The purpose of th¼s-p¼¼et-p~e;eet the centralized 

electronic bulletin board system is to encourage the 

practice of providing for direct citizen access to state 

computerized information.• 

Section 2. Section 2-17-323, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-323. Responsibilities. (l) The department of 

administration shall: 

(a) set standards for the selection of software for the 

electronic bulletin boards; 

(b) establish appropriate services on the centralized 

electronic bulletin board system to support file transfer by 

all state agencies; 

(c) develop user-friendly file transfer and message 

systems for entities regularly interacting with state 

government, such as professional associations and citizen 

groups, and promote the systems' use to reduce copying and 

mailing costs for state government; and 

tbt@ determine procedures for bulletin board use. 

(2) The department shall provide security to protect 

the integrity of its electronic bulletin board system. Each 

department is responsible for ensuring the integrity and 

appropriateness of the information that it places in the 

-2- HB 520 

REFERENCE BILL. 
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l system. 

2 (3) The department shall provide for an equitable 

3 method for recovering the cost of operating the electronic 

4 bulletin board system." 

-End-

-3- HB 520 




