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LJoule !,\ILL oo. ~/K 
1 ~1 1 

INTRODUCED BY (,A,) h o \ EM j( . ~ :r ,- -

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE OF 

HEALTH CARE INFORMATION FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES; PROVIDING A 

PENALTY; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 50-16-204 AND 50-16-551, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 50-16-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

•50-16-204. Restrictions 

inforaation. ill Stteh The 

on use or publication of 

in-hospital medical staff 

committees shall use or publish information from attch the 

material only for the purpose of evaluating matters of 

medical care, therapy, and treatment for research and 

statistical purposes. Heith~r-sttch The in-hospital medical 

staff committee ftor and the members, agents, or employees 

the~eof--9fte¼¼ of the committee may not disclose the name or 

identity of any patient whose records have been studied in 

any report or publication of findings and conclusions of 

stteh the committee7-bttt-stteh. The in-hospital medical staff 

committee, and its members, agents, or employees shall 

protect the identity of any patient whose condition or 

treatment has been studied and sha¼i ~ not disclose or 

reveal the name of any s~ch in-hospital patient. 

~ • ..,.,.. ... «,••-

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

LC 0967/01 

(2) The information and records may not be used by the 

in-hospital medical staff committee, any person employed by 

the hospital, or the hospital for any political purpose or 

in any political campaign." 

Section 2. section 50-16-551, MCA, is amended to read: 

•so-16-551. Criainal penalty. (1) A person who by means 

of bribery, theft, or misrepresentation of identity, purpose 

of use, or entitlement to the information examines or 

obtains, in violation of this part, health care information 

maintained by a health care provider is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding $10,000 or imprisonment for a period not exceeding 

1 year, or both. 

(2) A person who, knowing that a certification under 

50-16-536(2) or a disclosure authorization under 50-16-526 

and 50-16-527 is false, purposely presents the certification 

or disclosu[e autho[ization to a health ca[e provider is 

guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by 

a fine not exceeding $10,000 or imprisonment for a period 

not exceeding 1 year, or both. 

13) A person who knowingly uses information in 

violation of 50-16-204(2) is guilty of a misdemeanor and 

upon conviction is punishable by a fine not exceeding $500 

or imprisonment for 6 months, or both." 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

HOUSE BILL NO. 518 

INTROOUCEO BY WHALEN, J. RICE, TOOLE, FAGG 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE OF 

HEALTH CARE INFORMATION FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES; PROVIDING A 

PENALTY; ANO AMENDING SEeTISNS--58-¼6-~94---ANB 

50-16-551, MCA." 

SECTION 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section-i,--Seetion-58-¼6-i647-MeA,-is-amended-to-read~ 

n58-¼6-~94o--Restr±ct±ona---on--ttee--or--pub¼ieation--of 

information7 ill Sttch The in-hospita¼---me~ica¼---staff 

eomrn±ttees--sha¼¼--use--or-pttb¼ish-inforffltl:tion-from-sueh the 

materia¼-oniy-for--the--pnrpose--of--eva¼ttating--matters--of 

mediea¼--eare7--therapy7--and--treatment--for--researeh--and 

statistiea¼--~urposeso--Neither-sach ~he in-hospita¼-mediea¼ 

staff-eoJIUllittee-nor and the-members7--aqents7--or--emp¼oyees 

thereo£--aha¼¼ or-the-eoffifflittee-may-not dise¼oae-the-name-or 

identity-of-any-patient-whose-reeords-have-been--studied--in 

any--report--or--pttb¼ieation--of-findin~s-and-conc¼ttsions-of 

saeh the collUftittee,-bttt-stteha-~he in-hospita¼-mediea¼--starf 

eommittee7 and its--members,--agent~7--or--emp¼oyees-sfta¼¼ 

proteet-the-identity--0£--any--pat±enc--whese--eondition--or 

treatment--has--been--stttdied--and-sha¼i ~ not-d¼se¼ose-or 

revea¼-the-name-of-any-sttch-in-hospitai-patiento 

~.,.. ,.,,,.,.,, •• <=no, 
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HB 0518/02 

t~t--~he-informatien-and-reeords-may-not-be-ttsed-by--t~e 

in-hospitai--mediea¼-sta££-eefflfflittee7-any-person-emp¼oyed-by 

the-hospita¼7 -or-the-hospita¼-£e~-afty-poi±t±eat--pttrpo~e--o~ 

±n-any-po¼±tiea¼-eampaign.~ 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 1. POLITICAL USE OF HEALTH CARE 

INFORMATION PROHIBITED. A HEALTH CARE PROVIDER MAY NOT USE 

HEALTH CARE INFORMATION FOR ANY POLITICAL PURPOSE OR IN ANY 

POLITICAL CAMPAIGN. 

Section 2. Section 50-16-551, MCA, is amended to read: 

"50-16-551. Criminal penalty. (l) A person who by means 

of bribery, theft, or misrepresentation of identity, purpose 

of use, or entitlement to the information examines or 

obtains, in violation of this part, health care information 

maintained by a health care provider is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding $10,000 or imprisonment for a period not exceeding 

l year, or both. 

(2) A person who, knowing that a certification under 

50-16-536(2) or a disclosure authorization under 50-16-526 

and 50-16-527 is false, purposely presents the certification 

or disclosure authorization to a health care provider is 

guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by 

a fine not exceeding $10,000 or imprisonment for a period 

not exceeding 1 year, or both. 

ill A 12.erson who knowin.9.l.Y uses information in 

-2- HB 518 
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violation of 58-t6-i84t~t (SECTION l] is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding $500 or imprisonment for 6 months, or both." 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

[SECTION l] IS INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL PART 

OF TITLE 50, CHAPTER 16, PART 5, AND THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 

50, CHAPTER 16, PART 5, APPLY TO [SECTION 1]. 

-End-

-3- HB 518 
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BOUSE BILL NO, 518 

INTRODUCED BY WHALEN, J, RICE, TOOLE, FAGG 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE OF 

HEALTH CARE INFORMATION FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES; PROVIDING A 

PENALTY; AND AMENDING sae~¼8NS--59-¼6-i94---ANB SECTION 

50-16-551, MCA," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Seetion-¼.--Seetion-59-¼6-i947-MeA7-is-amended-to-readT 

•s&-¼6-i&t.--Re■trietion■---on--aae--or--pab¼ieation--of 

informatiOftT ill Saeh ~he in-hospita¼---mediea¼---■taff 

eommittees--sha¼¼--aae--or-pubiish-iftfor111ation-£rcm-auch the 

-teria¼-on¼y-for--the--parpoae--of-~eva¼aat¼n9--mattera--of 

■ediea¼--eare7--therapy7--and--treat■ent--for--reaeareh--and 

atati■tiea¼--pttrpeaeeT--Neither-aaeh ~ ifl-hoapita¼-aedtea¼ 

ataff-eo■■¼ttee-nor and the-■e■bera7--a9enta7--or--e■p¼eyeea 

thereef--aha¼¼ of-the-ee■■ittee--y-nat diae¼oae-the-na■e-er 

identity-ef-any-patient-wheae-reeorda-ha•e-been--atadied--in 

any--repert--or--pab¼ieatien--of-findin9a-and-eone¼aaiena-ef 

aaeh the ee■■ittee7-bat-aaehT-¥he in-hoapita¼-mediea¼--ataff 

eo■■ittee7 and ¼ta--■e■ber■7--a9ent■7--or--e■p¼eyee■-aha¼¼ 

proteet-the-identity--of--any--patient--wheae--eondition--or 

treataent--haa--been--atad¼ed--and-aha¼¼ !!!l'. not-diae¼oae-or 

revea¼-the-na■e-of-any-aaeh-in-ho■pita¼-patient. 
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tit--~he-infor■ation-and-reeords-may-not-be-aaed-by--the 

in-hospitai--mediea¼-staE!-e011U1ittee7-any-person-emp¼oyed-by 

the-hospita¼z-or-the-hospita¼-Eor-any-po¼itiea¼--pttrpose--or 

in-any-po¼itiea¼-eampe¼gne• 

NEW SECTION, SECTION 1. POLITICAL USE OF HEALTH CARE 

INFORMATION PROHIBITED, A HEALTH CARE PROVIDER MAY NOT USE 

HEALTH CARE INFORMATION FOR ANY POLITICAL PURPOSE OR IN ANY 

POLITICAL CAMPAIGN, 

Section 2. Section 50-16-551, MCA, is amended to read, 

"50-16-551. Cri■inal penalty. (l) A person who by means 

of bribery, theft, or misrepresentation of identity, purpose 

of use, or entitlement to the information examines or 

obtains, in violation of this part, health care information 

maintained by a health care provider is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by a fine not 

e~ceeding $10,000 or imprisonment for a period not exceeding 

l year, or both4 

(2) A person who, knowing that a certification under 

50-16-536(2) or a disclosure authorization under 50-16-526 

and 50-16-527 is false, purposely presents the certification 

or disclosure authorization to a health care provider is 

guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by 

a fine not exceeding $10,000 or imprisonment for a period 

not exceeding l year, or both. 

13) A person who knowingly uses information in 

-2- HB 518 

THIRD READING 
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violation of S8-¼6-i84tit {SECTION 1) is guilty of a 

misdemeanor ~cl upon conviction is punishable by a fine not 

3 ~x~~ing $500 or imprisonment for 6 months, or both.N 

4 NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION, 

S (SECTION l] IS INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL PART 

6 OF TITLE SO, CHAPTER 16 1 PART 5, ANO THE PROVISIO~ OF TITLE 

7 50, CIIAP'l'ER 16, PART 5, APPLY TO [SECTION 1). 

-End-
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