
HOUSE BILL NO. 507 

INTRODUCED BY SAYLES, VANVALKENBURG, CLARK, GRINDE, 
STOVALL, BOHLINGER, GILBERT, SMITH, SQUIRES, WANZENRIED, 

REHBEIN, ELLIS, SCHWINDEN, QUILICI, L. NELSON, RANEY, 
KADAS, HARPER, TASH, GRIMES, BIRD 

FEBRUARY 6, 1993 

FEBRUARY 19, 1993 

FEBRUARY 20, 1993 

FEBRUARY 22, 1993 

FEBRUARY 23, 1993 

FEBRUARY 24, 1993 

MARCH 1, 1993 

MARCH 24, 1993 

MARCH 27, 1993 

MARCH 29, 1993 

APRIL 1, 1993 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 60; NOES, 39. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 41; NOES, 6. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 



APRIL 2, 1993 THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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ASSAULT UPON A SPORTS OFFICIAL." taJA·/ ~t )L 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Liability li■it for sports 

officials. A person acting as an official at an athletic 

' contest in any sport at any level of amateur or professional 
' 

competition is not liable for any act or omission in the 

scope and course of the officiating unless the act or 

omission is gross negligence or willful or wanton 

misconduct. This section does not apply to an employee of 

the state or of a local government acting in the course and 

scope of employment. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Assault upon sports official. 

19 (1) ~ person commits the offense of assault upon a sports 

20 official if, while a sports official is acting as an 

21 official at an athletic contest in any sport at any level of 

22 amateur or professional competition, the person: 

23 (a) purposely or knowingly causes bodily injury to the 

24 sports official; 

25 (b) negligently causes bodily 1niury to the sports 
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official with a weapon; 

(c) purposely or knowingly makes physical contact of an 

insulting or provoking nature with the sports official; or 

(d) purposely or knowingly causes reasonable 

apprehension of bodily injury in the sports official. 

(2) A person convicted of assault upon a sports 

official shall be fined an amount not to exceed $1,000 or be 

imprisoned in the county jail for any term not to exceed 12 

months, or both. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. (1) 

[Section l) is intended to be codified as an integral part 

of Title 27, chapter 1, part 7, and the provisions of Title 

27, chapter 1, part 7, apply to (section l). 

( 2) [Section 2) is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 45, chapter 5, part 2, and the 

provisions of Title 45 apply to [section 2]. 

-End-
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ON JUDIC !ARY 

HOUSE BILL NO. 507 

INTRODUCED BY SAYLES, VANVALKENBURG, CLARK, GRINDE, 

STOVALL, BOHLINGER, GILBERT, SMITH, SQUIRES, WANZENRIED, 

REHBEIN, ELLIS, SCHWINDEN, QUILICI, L. NELSON, RANEY, 

KADAS, HARPER, TASH, GRIMES, BIRD 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT LIMITING THE LIABILITY 

OF SPORTS OFFICIALS: AND CREATING THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE OF 

ASSAULT UPON A SPORTS OFFICIAL," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section ,. Liability limit foe sports 

officials. A person acting as an official at an athletic 

contest in any sport at any level of amateur or professional 

competition is not liable for any act or omission in the 

scope and course of the officiating THAT IS ALLEGED TO HAVE 

AFFECTED THE OUTCOME OF THE CONTEST unless the act or 

omission is gross negligence or willful or wanton 

misconduct. This section does not apply to an employee of 

the state or of a local government acting in the course and 

scope of employment. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Assault upon sports official. 

23 (1) A person commits the offense of assault upon a sports 

24 official if, while a sports official is acting as an 

25 official at an athletic contest in any sport at any level of 
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amateur or professional competition, the person: 

(a) purposely or knowingly causes bodily injury to the 

sports official; 

(b) negligently causes bodily injury to the sports 

official with a weapon; 

(c) purposely or knowingly makes physical contact of an 

insulting or provoking nature with the sports official; or 

(d) purposely or knowingly causes reasonable 

apprehension of bodily injury in the sports official. 

(2) A person convicted of assault upon a sports 

official shall be fined an amount not to exceed $1,000 or be 

imprisoned in the county jail for any term not to exceed 12 

months, or both. 

NEW SECTION, Section 3. Codification inst,uction. (l) 

[Section 1) is intended to be codified as an integral part 

of Title 27, chapter 1, part 7, and the provisions of Title 

27, chapter 1, part 7, apply to [section 1), 

(2) [Section 2) is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 45, chapter 5, part 2, and the 

provisions of Title 45 apply to (section 2). 

-End-
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BOOSE BILL NO. 507 

INTRODUCED BY SAYLES, VAN VALKENBIJRG, CLARK, GRINDE, 

STOVALL, BOHLINGER, GILBERT, SMITH, SQUIRES, lfANZENRIBD, 

REHBEIN, ELLIS, SCBWINDEJI, QUILICI, L. NELSON, RANEY, 

KAOAS, HARPER, TASH, GRIMES, BIRD 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT LIMITING THE LIABILITY 

01" SPORTS OP'P'ICIALS; AND CREATING THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE OP' 

ASSAULT UPON A SPORTS OFFICIAL." 

BE IT BIIAC'l'ED Bl/ THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OP' MONTANA: 

NEIi S~ION. Section 1. Liability Hait for aporta 

official■• A peraon acting aa an official at an athletic 

conteat in any sport at any level of aaateur or professional 

coapetition is not liable for any act or omission in the 

scope and course of the officiating THAT IS ALLEGED TO HAVE 

AP'FEC;'f_ED THE OUTCOMJ: OF THE CONTE~T unless the act or 

oaiasion is gross negligence or willful or wanton 

aiaconduct. Thia section does not apply to an employee of 

the state or of a local governaent acting in the course and 

acope of "'"ployaent. 

NEIi SECTIO~ Section 2. Assault upon sports official. 

23 (11 A person C0111111its the offense of assault upon a sports 

24 official if, while a sports official is acting as an 

25 official at an athletic contest in any sport at any level of 
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aaateur or prof■aaional coapetition, the person: 

Ca) purpo■ely or knowingly cause■ bodily injury to the 

sports official; 

(b) negligently cau■es bodily injury to the sports 

official with a weapon, 

(c) purposely or knowingly aakes physical contact of an 

insulting or provoking nature with the sports official; or 

Cd) purposely or knowingly causes reasonable 

apprehension of bodily injury in the sports official. 

C2) A person convicted of assault upon a sports 

official shall be fined an 4110unt not to exceed $1,000 or be 

i■priaoned in the county jail for any term not to exceed 12 

aonth■, or both. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. Cl) 

[Section 1) ia intended to be codified as an integral part 

of Title 27, chapter 1, part 7, and the provisions of Title 

27, chapter 1, part 7, apply to (section 1). 

(2) (Section 2) is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 45, chapter 5, part 2, and the 

provisions of Title 45 apply to (section 2). 

-End-
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THIRD READING 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Page 1 of 1 
March 24, 1993 

We, your committee on Judiciary having had under consideration 
House Bill No. 507 (first reading copy -- blue), respectfully 
report that House Bill No. 507 be amended as follows and as so 
amended be concurred in. 

Signed: /).J--
Senator William 118111" Ye 

That such amendments read: 

1. Title, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: "ACT" on line 7 
Strike: remainder of line 7 through "AND" on line 8 

2. Page 1, lines 12 through 21. 
Strike: section 1 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

3. Page 2, line 12. 
Following: "exceed" 
Strike: "12" 
Insert: "6" 

4. Page 2, lines 14 through 17. 
Strike: subsection (1) in its entirety 

5. Page 2, line 18. 
Strike: "(2)" 
Following: ''Section" 
Strike: "2" 
Insert: "l" 

6. Page 2, line 20. 
Strike: "2" 
Insert: "l" 

Coord. 
of Senate 

-END-

Senator Carrying Bill 

SENATE 
ff 13 S-t>IJ 

661224SC.San 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 507 

INTRODUCED BY SAYLES, VANVALKENBURG, CLARK, GRINDE, 

STOVALL, BOBLINGER, GILBERT, SMITH, SQUIRES, WANZENRIED, 

REHBEIN, ELLIS, SCHWINDEN, QUILICI, L. NELSON, RANEY, 

KADAS, HARPER, TASH, GRIMES, BIRD 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT bfMf~fN8-~H!l--bfABfbf~¥ 

8P--SP8R~S--8PPfef.llbS,--ANB CREATING THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE OF 

ASSAULT UPON A SPORTS OFFICIAL.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NBW-Stie~fBNT--Sectlon t~-Mab-i¼ity--¼½mt--£er---sports-

effieialsT--A--persen--aet½ng--as-an-eff½e½al-at-an-athlet½e 

eontest-½n-any-sport-at-any-level-e£--tettr-er-prefessional 

eoapetit¼on-¼a-no~-¼¼ab¼e-~or-any-aet--or--oaieaion--in--the 

seepe--and-eenrse-of-the-eff½eiating-~HA~-fS-AhhB8B9-'Pe-HAYB 

APP-BB-~HB-88'PE!8MB--8P--~HB--e811'1'BS~--ttnless--the--aet--er 

0111¼saion---ia---gross---ne9¼igenee---er--wiliEu¼--or--wanton 

miseondaetT-~h½s-seet½on-dees-net-app¼y-te--an--empleyee--ef 

the--state-er-ef-a-¼eeal-gevernment-aet½ng-½n-the-eearse-and 

seepe-ef-empleymentT 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. ASsault upon sports official. 

23 (1) A person commits the offense of assault upon a sports 

24 official if, while a sports official is acting as an 

25 official at an athletic contest in any sport at any level of 
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amateur or professional competition, the person: 

(a) purposely or knowingly causes bodily injury to the 

sports official; 

(b) negligently causes bodily injury to the sports 

official with a weapon; 

(c) purposely or knowingly makes physical contact of an 

insulting or provoking nature with the sports official; or 

(d) purposely or knowingly causes reasonable 

apprehension of bodily injury in the sports official. 

(2) A person convicted of assault upon a sports 

official shall be fined an amount not to exceed $1,000 or be 

imprisoned in the county jail for any term not to exceed ii 

i months, or both. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. -111 
tBeet½on--¼t--is-½ntended-te-be-eedified-as-an-½ntegra¼-part 

of-~½tle-i~7-ehapter-¼7-part-~7-snd-the-prev½s½ons-of--~½tle 

i~7-ehapter-l7-part-~7-spply-te-tseetion-ltT 

tit [Section i 11 is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 45, chapter 5, part 2, and the 

provisions of Title 45 apply to [section i 11. 

-End-

-2- HB 507 
REFERENCE BILL 

AS A!£NDED 




