
HOUSE BILL NO. 488 

INTRODUCED BY BRANDEWIE, HARP, WAGNER, HERRON, BIRD, 
LARSON, PETERSON 

FEBRUARY 5, 1993 

FEBRUARY 17, 1993 

FEBRUARY 18, 1993 

FEBRUARY 19, 1993 

FEBRUARY 20, 1993 

FEBRUARY 22, 1993 

FEBRUARY 23, 1993 

MARCH 1, 1993 

MARCH 24, 1993 

MARCH 26, 1993 

MARCH 27, 1993 

MARCH 29, 1993 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 99; NOES, O. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 48; NOES, O. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO ESTABLISH A SALVAGE TIMBER 

PROGRAM: AND AMENDING SECTION 76-13-302, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

It is the intent of the legislature that the department 

of state lands establish and implement an aggressive salvage 

timber program for state lands that removes dead and dying 

timber before the timber decays and wood value is lost. 

However, the direction to establish a salvage timber program 

in this bill should not take precedence over the timely sale 

of green timber. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"76-13-302. Definitions. In this part, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) "Department• means the department of state lands 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 32. 

(2) "Forest land" means any land wh~eh that has enough 

forest growth, standing or down, to constitute in the 

judgment of the department an insect or disease infestation 
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LC 0634/0l 

breeding ground of a nature to constitute a menace, 

injurious and dangerous to the forest resources in the 

district or zone of infestation. 

( 3) •Forest landowner• means the person, firm, 

association, or corporation having the actual, beneficial 

ownership of forest land or timber, other than an easement, 

right-of-way, or mineral reservation. 

(4) •salvage• means the timely removal of dead and 

dying timber or timber that is threatened by insects, 

disease, fire, or windthrow when the removal of timber will 

help contain insect or disease outbreaks, aid in the 

prevention of wildfire, or provide long-range protection for 

such forest resources as wildlife, water, soils, or air 

quality.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. sal.vage tiaber prograa. ( l) 

The department shall establish a salvage timber program that 

provides for the timely salvage logging on state forests of 

dead or dying timber or timber that is threatened by 

insects, disease, fire, or windthrow. In managing the 

harvest of salvage timber, the department shall consider: 

(a) the economic value of the timber to be salvaged; 

(b) the cost of salvage efforts, and 

(c) the long-term costs to all forest resources from 

insects, disease, or fire that otherwise might be controlled 

through salvage operations. 
Jff, 'lgg 
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l (2) The department shall ensure that dead and dying 

2 timber harvested as part of a salvage program ia harvested 

3 before the wood decays and wood value is lost. 

4 (3) The department may sell salvage timber pursuant to 

5 Title 77, chapter 5, part 2. 

6 (4) The department's salvage timber program aay not 

7 take precedence over the timely sale and harvest of green 

8 timber. 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. 

10 (Section 2) is intended to be codified as an integral part 

11 of Title 76, chapter 13, part 3, and the provisions of Title 

12 76, chapter 13, part 3, apply to (section 2). 

-End-

-3-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0488, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act directing the Department of State Lands to establish a timber salvage program on 
state forest lands that ensures the timely salvage of dead and dying timber. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The State Land Board is required to administer the school trust lands to secure the largest measure of legitimate and 

reasonable advantage to the trust (77-1-202 MCA). 
2. It is the public policy of the state to protect and preserve forest resources from destruction by forest insect pests 

and tree diseases (76-13-301 MCA). 
3. This act does not change the Department of State Land's current relative priorities for the salvage of dead and dying 

timber and green timber sale programs. 

FISCAL IMPACT: None 

TECHNICAL NOTES: 
In the proposed Section 2(2) the department"· .. shall ensure" that dead and dying timber is harvested before the wood decays 
and value is lost. Wood decay and value loss begins in dying trees often before those trees show any symptoms of decay. 
This process of decay is occurring in individual trees on nearly 600,000 acres of the state's forest land. Given the nature 
of forest decay it is impossible for the department to comply with this strict requirement in the proposed act. New 
suggested wording for Section 2(2) is: "The department shall to the extent practicable harvest dead and dying timber before 
there is substantial wood decay and value loss.• 

Title 76 contains the department's regulatory authority over private land. Title 77 contains the statute regarding the 
department's management of timber on its own lands. This bill should therefore be so defined in Title 77, not Title 76. 

It appears from the description of the intent of this act that the harvest of green timber is intended to remain a higher 
priority for the department than the timber salvage program. If so, the wording of Section 2(4) should be strengthened to 
read: "The department's salvage timber program shall not take precedence over the timely sale and harvest of green timber." 

Q~L 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR 

1 :.:i._ qJ 
DATE 

:;; -/u-r_3 
DATE 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for HB0488, as introduced 

11/J '/Tr 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 488 

INTRODUCED BY BRANDEWIE, l!ARP, WAGNER, HERRON, BIRD, 

LARSON, PETERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO ESTABLISH A SALVAGE TIMBER 

PROGRAM: AND AMENDING SECTION 76-13-302, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

It is the intent of the legislature that the department 

of state lands establish and implement an aggressive salvage 

timber program for state lands that removes dead and dying 

timber before the timber decays and wood value is lost. 

However, the direction to establish a salvage timber program 

in this bill should not take precedence over the timely sale 

of green timber. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

•16-13-302. Definitions. In this part, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) "DepartmentH means the department of state lands 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 32. 

(2) "Forest land" means any land wt,¼eh that has enough 

forest growth, standing or down, to constitute in the 
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judgment of the department an insect or disease infestation 

breeding ground of a nature to constitute a menace, 

injurious and dangerous to the forest resources in the 

district or zone of infestation. 

(3) "Forest landownerN means the person, firm, 

association, or corporation having the actual, beneficial 

ownership of forest land or timber, other than an easement, 

right-of-way, or mineral reservation. 

(4) "Salvage" means the timely removal of dead and 

dying timber or timber that is threatened by insects, 

disease, fire, or windthrow when the removal of timber will 

help contain insect or disease outbreaks, aid in the 

prevention of wildfire, or provide long-range protection for 

such forest resources as wildlife, water, soils, or air 

quality." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Salvage timber program. ( 1 l 

The department shall establish a salvage timber program that 

provides for the timely salvage logging on state forests of 

dead or dying timber or timber that is threatened by 

insects, disease, fire, or windthrow. In managing the 

harvest of salvage timber, the department shall consider: 

(a) the economic value of the timber to be salvaged; 

(b) the cost of salvage efforts; and 

(c) the long-term costs to all forest resources from 

insects, disease, or fire that otherwise might be controlled 

-2- HB 4B8 
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through salvage operations. 

(2) ~he-department-sha¼¼-ensttre--that--dead--and--dy¼n~ 

timber--harvested--as-part-0£-a-sa¼vage-program-is-ftarvested 

be£ore--the--woed--deeays--and--wood--va¼tte--¼s--iost. THE 

DEPARTMENT SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE, HARVEST DEAD 

AND DYING TIMBER BEFORE THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL WOOD DECAY AND 

VALUE LOSS. 

(3) The department may sell salvage timber pursuant to 

9 Title 77, chapter 5, part 2. 

10 (4) The department's salvage timber program may not 

11 take precedence over the timely sale and harvest of green 

12 timber, 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. 

14 [Section 2] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

15 of Title i67--ehapter--i37--part-37 77, CHAPTER 5, and the 

16 provisions of Title i67-ehapter-i37-part-37 77, CHAPTE~ 

17 apply to [section 2]. 

-End-

-3- HB 488 
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BOOSE BILL NO. 488 

INTRODUCED BY BRMIDEIIIE, HARP, WAGNER, HERRON, BIRD, 

LARSON, PETERSON 

A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRBCTING THE 

DEPARTMENT 01' STATE LANDS TO ES'l'ABLISB A SALVAGE TIIIBER 

PROGRAM; AND AIIEHDING SEC'l'ION 76-13-302, MCA." 

STATEMENT OP INTENT 

It is the intent of the legislature that the depart~ent 

of state land■ e■tablish and implement an aggressive salvage 

timber prograa for state lands that r■-oves dead and dying 

timber before the timber decays and wood value is lost. 

However, the direction to establish a salvage timber progra■ 

in this bill should not take precedence over the ti■ely ■ale 

of green ti■ber. 

BE IT DIACTBD BY THE LBGIBLATORE OP THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-302, IICA, is -nded to read: 

"76-13-302. Definitioaa. In this part, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) •oepart■ent• means the depart■ent of state lands 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 32. 

(2) "Porest land• ■eana any land wh¼eh that has enough 

forest growth, standing or down, to constitute in the 
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judgment of the depart-nt an insect or disease infestation 

breeding ground of a nature to constitute a menace, 

injurious and dangerous to the forest resources in the 

district or zone of infestation. 

(3) "Porest landowner• aeans the peraon, fir•, 

as■ociation, or corporation having the actual, beneficial 

ownership of foreat land or ti■ber, other than an ea■e■ent, 

right-of-way, or ■ineral reaervation. 

(4) "Salvage• ■ean■ the ti■ely reaoval of dead and 

dying ti■ber or ti■ber that ia threatened by insects, 

diaea■e, fire, or windthrow when the removal of ti■ber will 

help contain insect or disease outbreaks 1 aid in the 

prevention of wildfire, or provide lon9-ran9e protection for 

auch forest resources as wildlife, water, aolla, or air 

quality.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Salvage timber pr09raa. I 1 I 

The depart■ent shall establish a salvage timber program that 

provides for the ti■ely salvage logging on state forest■ of 

dead or dying timber or ti■ber that is threatened 

insects, disease, fire, or windthrow. In managing 

harveat of aalvage ti■ber, the depart■ent shall consider: 

(a) the econo■ic value of the timber to be salvaged; 

(b) the coat of salvage efforts; and 

by 

the 

(c) the long-tera costs to all forest resources from 

insects, disease, or fire that otherwise might be controlled 

-2- RB 488 
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l through salvage operations. 

2 (2) 'Plle-depart-nt-slla¼i-sn .. re--thst--dead--and--dyin9 

3 ti■ller--hsrve■ted--aa-part-oi-s-asivs9e-pt"09r--i•-harweeted 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

beiore--the--wood--deeay■--and--....,.,--•■¼ne--is--io■tT m 
DEPARTMENT SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE, HARVEST DEAD 

AND DYING TIMBER BEFOIIE TIIJ:RE IS SUBSTANTIAL W09D D~Y .. lUiD 

VALUE LOSS. 

(3) The departaent .. y ■ell aalvage tiaber pursuant to 

g Title 77, chapter 5, part 2. 

10 (41 The depart-nt'• salvage tillber prograa -y not 

11 take .precedence over the ti-ly ■ale and harveat of gr-n 

12 tiaber. 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

UII HCTlON. Section 3. COclification instruction. 

(section 2] is intended to be codified aa an integral part 

of Title f6y--ellapter--in--part-~7 77 1 CHAPTER 51 and the 

provision• of Title f6y-ehapter-ta 7-part-ay 77 1 CBAPTEII 5, 

apply to (aection 2). 

-End-

-3- BB 488 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 488 

Im'RODUCED BY BRANDEWIE, HARP, WAGNER, HERRON, BIRD, 

LARSON, PETERSON 

A BILL FOR M ACT ENTITLED: 0 1111 ACT DIRECTING TIIB 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS TO ESTABLISH A SALVAGE TINBBR 

PROGRAJIJ AND AMENDING SECTION 76-13-302, MCA." 

STATEIIBN'I' or INTENT 

It is the intent of the legislature that the depart■ent 

of state lands eatabliah and i■pl-nt an aggre■■ive ■alvage 

ti■ber progra■ for atate land■ that r11110vea dead and dying 

ti■ber before the ti■ber decay■ and wood value la loat. 

However, the direction to establi■h a salvage tl■ber progra■ 

in thia bill ahould not take precedence over the ti■ely aale 

of green ti■ber. 

BE IT DM;TIW BY THE LBGISLA'l'OllB or THE STATE OF IIONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-13-302, IICA, la -nded to r .. d, 

•76-13-302. Definitions. In this part, the foll0t1lng 

definition■ apply: 

Ill "Depart■ent• ■■an■ the depart■ent of state landa 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 32. 

(2) "Forest land" ■ean■ any land whieh that has enough 

forest growth, standing or down, to constitute in the 

~--

1 

2 

3 

' 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

BB 0488/02 

judg■ent of the depart-nt an insect or di■eaae infestation 

breeding ground of a nature to constitute a aenace,. 

injurious and dangerous to the forest resources in the 

district or aone of infestation. 

(3) •roreat land0t1ner• aeans the peraon, fir•,. 

association, or corporation having the actual, beneficial 

ownership of forest land or tl■ber, other than an -■-nt, 

right-of-way, or alneral reservation. 

(4) "SAlvage• -ans the ti■ely re■oval of dead and 

dying ti■ber or ti■ber that la threatened by insect■ , 

di ■ea■e, fire, or windthr0t1 when the re■oval of ti■ber will 

help contain insect or di■eaae outbreaka, aid in the 

prevention of wildfire, or provide long-range protection for 

such foreat reaourcea as wildlife, water, soils, or air 

quality.• 

NEIi SECTION. Section 2. Salvaqe ti■ber progr-. (1) 

The depart■ent shall establish a salvage ti■ber progra■ that 

provides for the ti■ely salvage logging on atate foreata of 

dead or dying tillbar or ti■ber that la threatened by 

inaect■, diaeaae, fire, or windthrow. In ■anaging the 

harvest of salvage tl■ber, the depart■ent shall consider: 

(a) the econo■ic value of the ti■ber to be salvaged: 

(b) th■ coat of salvage efforts; and 

(c) the long-ter■ coat■ to all forest resources fro■ 

inaecta, diaease, or fire that otherwise ■ight be controlled 

-2- BB 488 
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through salvage operations. 

(21 The-depert■ent-allatt-enaare--that--dead--and--dy¼n9 

ts■ber--her•e■ted--aa-pert-ot-a-aa¼•a9e-pr99ra■-¼■-har•e■ted 

betore--the--wood--deeay■--and--......a--••lae--¼a--¼o■tT THE 

DEPAKTMENT SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRAC'l'ICABLE1 HARVEST DEAD 

AMD DYING TIMBER BEl'ORE THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL WOOD DECAY AND 

VALUE LOSS. 

(3) The clepartaent -y sell salvage ti■ber purauant to 

9 Title 77, chapter 5, part 2. 

10 (4) The depart-nt'• aalvage tiaber progra■ -y not 

11 take .precedence over the tiaely sale and harveat of green 

12 tiaber. 

13 IIBW SJ!CTIOII. Section 3, COdificatioa inatrvctioa. 

14 (Section 21 ia intended to be codified•• an intagral part 

15 of Title ~67--ella~r--¼iy--pert-37 77 1 CHAPTER 5 1 and the 

16 proviaiona of Title 967-ehaptar-liy-pert-iy 77 1 CHAPTER 5 1 

17 apply to (aaction 2). 

-End-
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