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/{ouJe BILL NO. _!11.!_ 
INTRODUCED BY ,,ca;..,o?:.<./~(.c,c.~"'1----------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT STANDARDIZING THE 

PERCENTAGE OF SIGNATURES REQUIRED FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

PETITIONS AS 15 PERCENT OF THE NUllBER OF ELECTORS REGISTERED 

TO VOTE AT THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-2-4902, 7-3-103, 7-3-4305, AND 7-3-4327, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OF TBE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-2-4902, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-4902. Disincorporation by election. (1) Any city 

or town may be disincorporated in the manner hereaf~er 

provided in this section. 

(2) If the registered electors of a city or town equal 

in number to ~81 at least 15\ of the number of electors 

YO~ift9 registered at the last re9niar municipal general 

election petition the board of county commissioners of the 

county where the city or town is situated to disincorporate 

the city or town, or if the city governing body by a 

two-thirds vote of all its members resolves to 

disincorporate, then the board shall order, within 60 days, 

that a special election be held within the city or town on 

the question of disincorporating the city or town. The day 

for holding the election sha¼¼-be ~ not be less than 75 

~ ........... ~-
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days or 110re than 120 days after the board orders 

election.~ 

the 

Section 2. Section 7-3-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-3-103. -ncment of aelf-governaent charter or 

adopted al.ternative for■ of govern■ent. (1) An amendment to 

a self-government charter or an adopted alternative form of 

government may only be made by submitting the question of 

amendment to the electors of the local government. To be 

effective, a proposed amendment aust receive an affirmative 

vote of a majority of the electors voting on the question. 

An amendment approved by the electors becomes effective on 

the first day of the local government fiscal year following 

the fiscal year of app,oval unless the question submitted to 

the electors provides otherwise. 

(2) An amendment to a self-government charter or an 

adopted alternative for■ of government may be proposed by 

initiative by petition of 15\ of the el.actors registered at 

the last general election of the local government or by 

ordinance enacted by the governing body. The question on 

amend■ent of a charter or an adopted alternative form of 

governaent shall be submitted to the electors as soon as 

poasible after the submission of a petition or enactment of 

a resolution, either at a regularly scheduled election or at 

a special election. 

(3) The local goverlllllent, by ordinance, may provide 

-2- ~Ar'-\ 
I NTRODUC't'.D BI LL 
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LC 0719/01 

procedures for the submiaaion and verification of initiative 

petitions.• 

Section 3. Section 7-3-4305, MCA, is amended to read: 

to organise under "7-3-4305, Petition 

.,_iasion--nager for■ election required. 11) Upon a 

petition being filed with the city or town council, signed 

by not less than i5t ill of the qualified electors of saeh 

!!!!!_ municipality registered for the last preceding general 

municipal election, prayiftg proposing that the question of 

reorganization under this part and part 44 be submitted to 

the qualified electors of sneh the municipality, said the 

city or town council shall thereapon--and within 30 days 

thereafter order a special election to be held, at which 

election the question of reorganization of s11eh the 

1111nicipality under the provisions of this part and part 44 

aha¼¼!!!!!!!. be submitted to the qualified 

!!!!!_ municipality. 

electors of stteft 

(2) Sach ~ order of the city or town council she¼¼ 

~ specify therein the time when saeh the election aha¼¼ 

■ust be held, which ■net !!!l'_ not be no less than 75 and-ne 

~ acre than 90 days from the 

council.• 

date of the order of the 

Section 4. Section 7-3-4327, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-3-4327. Petition for initiative. (1) Any proposed 

ordinance ■ay be submitted to the c011■ission by petition 

-3-
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signed by at least ¼81 15\ of the total number of registered 

wotera electors registered at the last general ■unicipal 

election in-the-manie¼pa¼ity. All petition papers circulated 

with respect to any proposed ordinance aha¼¼~ be uniform 

in character and aha¼¼ !!!!l contain the proposed ordinance 

in full and have printed or written thereen on the petition 

the names and addresses of at least five electors who aha¼¼ 

1111st be officially regarded aa filing the petition and aha¼¼ 

J!h2 constitute a committee of the petitioners for the 

purposes hereinaf~er-11U1ed of ~his section. 

(2) Each signer of a petition shall sign hie lli 
person's name in ink or indelible pencil and shall place on 

the petition papers, after hta !_h!! name, h¼a the person'a 

place of residence by street and number, The signatures of 

any ■neh petition papers need not all be appended to one 

paper, but to each eaeh paper there she¼¼ ■ust be attached 

an affidavit by the circulator thereef of the .e!_titio~, 

stating the number of signers to ettch ~ part of the 

petition and that each signature appended to the paper is 

the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports 

to be and was -de in the presence of the affiant. 

(3) Proposed ordinances for repealing any existing 

ordinance or ordinances, in whole or in part, may be 

sutaitted to the ca-ission as provided for initiating 

ordinances. 

-4-
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l (4) Initiated ordinances adopted by the electors shaii 

2 !!!!.!1 be published and may be amended or repealed by the 

3 coamission as in the case of other ordinances.• 

-End-

-5-
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APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

14t>ule. BILL NO. -11!._ 

INTRODUCED BY ,.,.,Z:..,'fr~""""...,zr==-------------

A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN AC'1' STANDARDIZING THE 

PERCENTAGE OF SIGNATUIIES REQUIRED FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

PETITIONS AS 15 PERCENT OF THE IIUIUIER OF ELECTORS REGISTERED 

TO VOTE AT THE LAST GENERAL l!ILBCTION: AND AIIENDUIG SECTIONS 

7-2-4!1D2, 7-3-103, 7-3-4305, AND 7-3-4327, NCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLA'l'URE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-2-4!102, NCA, is aaended to read: 

"7-2-4982. Di■incorporation by election. (1) Any city 

or town -Y be disincorporated in the -nner hereef~er 

provided in thi■ section. 

(2) If the registered electors of a city or town equal 

in nuaber to ill at least_!5\ of the nuaber of electors 

wi~in9 registered at the last re9a¼sr aunicipal general 

election petition the board of county coaaissioners of the 

county where the city or town is situated to disincorporate 

the city or town, or if the city governing body by a 

two-thirds vote of all its ■eaber ■ resolves to 

di■incorporate, then the board shall order, within 60 days, 

that a special election be held within the city or town on 

the question of disincorporating the city or town. The day 

for holding the election shell-1,e ~ not be leas than 75 

~·--~-,-· 
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days or ■ore than 120 days after the board orders the 

election.• 

Section 2. Section 7-3-103, IICA, is -nded to read: 

"7-3-103. of -lf-<JG99r-■t charter or 

adopted alternatift fora of ...,.r-nt. (l) An -ndaent to 

a self-governaent charter or an adopted alternative fora of 

governaent -Y only be aade by ■ubaitting the que■tion of 

■-ndaent to the elector■ of the local governaent. To be 

effective, a propoaed -ndaent au■t receive an affir-tive 

vote of a -jority of the electors voting on the question. 

An -ndaent approved by the electors beca.e■ effective on 

the first day of the local governaent fiacal year following 

the fiscal year of approval unle■s the question subaitted to 

the elector■ provide■ otherwise. 

(2) An -ndaent to a self-governaent charter or an 

adopted alternative fora of governaent -y be proposed by 

initiative by petition of 15\ of the elector■ regiatered at 

the laat general election of the local governaent or by 

ordinance enacted by the governing body. The question on 

-ndaent of a charter or an adopted alternative fora of 

governaent shall be subaitted to the electors as soon as 

poasible after the subaiasion of a petition or enactment of 

a resolution, either at a regularly scheduled election or at 

a ■pecial election. 

(3) The local government, by ordinance, aay provide 

-2- \-e>4~\ 
THIRD READING 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
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procedure■ for the aubooission and verification of initiative 

petitions.• 

Section 3. Section 7-3-4305, MCA, is aaended to read: 

to or9aniae under "7-3-4305. Petition 

-isaion....nager for■ election required. (11 Upon a 

petition being filed with the city or town council, signed 

by not le■■ than iSI 151 of the qualified electors of aoeh 

the aunicipality registered for the last preeedin9 general 

-nicipal election, prayin, propoain9 that the question of 

reorganization under this part and part 44 be sublllitted to 

the qualified electors of 90Ch the ■unicipality, said the 

city or town council shall thereopen--and within 30 day■ 

tlleraafter order a special election to be held, at which 

election the question of reorganization of soeh the 

■unicipality under the provisions of this part and part 44 

allall ■ust be sub■itted to the qualified 

~ -nicipality. 

electors of ■oeh 

(2) Saeh ~ order of the city or town council shall 

!!!!!!. specify therein the ti- when aoeh ~ election shall 

!!!!!!. be held, which -■t !!:£ not be no leas than 75 and-llO 

!!.!. ■ore than 90 days fro■ the date of 

council.• 

the order of the 

Section 4. Section 7-3-4327, IICA, is -■ended to read: 

"7-3-4327. Petition for initiative. (11 Any proposed 

ordinance ■ay be aub■ itted to the co■aission by petition 

-J-
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■igned by at least ill ill of the total nu■ber of re,iatered 

YOtera electors registered at the last general ■unicipal 

election in-the--nieipe¼ity. All petition papers circulated 

with respect to any proposed ordinance aha¼¼~ be unifor■ 

in character and ■hall!!!!!,!_ contain the proposed ordinance 

in full and have printed or written thereon on the petLtl9n 

the na■e ■ and addrea■es of at least five electors who shal¼ 

~ be officially regarded as filing the petition and shall 

!!!!!2 constitute a ~ittee of the petitioners for the 

purpoaes hereinafur--d 9f ihls_sectlon. 

(2) Each signer of a petition shall sign hi■ !!!!! 
person's nw in ink or indelible pencil and shall place on 

the.petition papers, after his~ na■e, hb th~ _e!_rson~ 

place of residence by street and nu■ber. The signatures of 

any aoeh petition papers need not all be appended to one 

paper, but to each aoeh paper there aha¼¼~ be attached 

an affidavit by the circulator thereof of the petition,. 

stating the nu■ber of signer■ to soeh l!!!l part of the 

petition and that each signature appended to the paper is 

the genuine signature of the per■on whose na"'8 it purports 

to be and vaa ■ade in the presence of the affiant. 

(3) Propo•ed ordinance■ for repealing any existing 

ordinan- or ordinance■, in whole or in part, may be 

subooltted to the ~iasion as provided for initiating 

ordinances. 

-•-
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1 (4) Initiated ordinance■ adopted by the elector■ ■hall 

2 -■t be published and uy be aaended or repealed by the 

3 coaaiaaion as in the case of other ordinances.• 

-End-

-s-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 481 

INTRODUCED BY WYATT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT STANDARDIZING THE 

PERCENTAGE OF SIGNATURES REQUIRED FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

PETITIONS AS 15 PERCENT OF THE NUMBER OF ELECTORS REGISTERED 

TO VOTE AT THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-2-4902, 7-3-103, 7-3-4305, AND 7-3-4327, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-2-4902, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-2-4902. Disincorporation by election. (l) Any city 

or town may be disincorporated in the manner hereafter 

provided in this section. 

(2) If the registered electors of a city or town equal 

in number to i91 at least 15% of the number of electors 

voC¼ng registered at the last regtt¼ar municipal general 

election petition the board of county commissioners of the 

county where the city or town is situated to disincorporate 

the city or town, or if the city governing body by a 

two-thirds vote of all its members resolves to 

di'sincorporate, then the board shall order, within 60 days, 

that a special election be held within the city or town on 

the question of disincorporating the city or town. The day 

for holding the election shall-be~ not be less than 75 

~ ........... ,.~~" 
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days or more than 120 days after the board orders the 

election.• 

Section 2. Section 7-3-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-3-103. Aaendllent of self-governaent charter or 

adopted alternative fora of governaent. (l) An amendment to 

a self-government charter or an adopted alternative form of 

government may only be made by submitting the question of 

amendment to the electors of the local government. To be 

effective, a proposed amendment must receive an affirmative 

vote of a majority of the electors voting on the question. 

An amendment approved by the electors becomes effective on 

the first day of the local government fiscal year following 

the fiscal year of approval unless the question submitted to 

the electors provides otherwise. 

(2) An amendment to a self-government charter or an 

adopted alternative form of government may be proposed by 

initiative by petition of 15\ of the electors registered at 

the last general election of the local government or by 

ordinance enacted by the governing body. The question on 

amendment of a charter or an adopted alternative form of 

government shall be submitted to the electors as soon as 

possible after the submission of a petition or enactment of 

a resolution, either at a regularly scheduled election or at 

a special electione 

(3) The local government, by ordinance, may provide 

-2- 11B 481 

REFERENCE BILL 
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procedures for the submission and verification of initiative 

petitions~" 

Section 3. Section 7-3-4305, MCA, is amended to read: 

to organize under •1-3-4305. Petition 

C0111111ission-manager form election required. (1) Upon a 

petition being filed with the city or town council, signed 

by not less than i51 15\ of the qualified electors of saeh 

the municipality registered for the last preceding general 

municipal election, preying proposing that the question of 

reorganization under this part and part 44 be submitted to 

the qualified electors of sueh the municipality, said the 

city or town council shall ~hereapen--nnd within 30 days 

Cher~a!cer order a special election to be held, at which 

election the question of reorganization of stteh the 

municipality under the provisions of this part and part 44 

~ha¼¼ must be submitted to the qualified electors of ~ach 

the municipality. 

(2) Saeh The order of the city or town council shall 

~ specify therein the time when stteh the election aha¼¼ 

must be held, which mnst may not be no less than 75 and-ne 

2E_ more than 90 days from the date of the order of the 

council." 

Section 4. Section 7-3-4327, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-3-4327. Petition for initiative. (l) Any proposed 

ordinance may be submitted to the commission by petition 

-3- HB 461 
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signed by at least ¼&I ill of the total number of re~¼stered 

•e~ere electors registered at the last general municipal 

election in-~he-mnnicipa¼ity. All petition papers circulated 

with respect to any proposed ordinance ahni¼ ~ be uniform 

in character and sha¼¼ must contain the proposed ordinance 

in full and have printed or written thereon on the petition 

the names and addresses of at least five electors who sha¼¼ 

!!!.':!!.i be officially regarded as filing the petition and ahaii 

:!!!!2 constitute a committee of the petitioners for the 

purposes hereinafter-named of this section. 

(2) Each signer of a petition shall sign h¼a the 

person 1 s name in ink or indelible pencil and shall place on 

the petition papers, after his the name, his the person's 

place of residence by street and number. The signatures of 

any atteh petition papers need not all be appended to one 

paper, but to each saeh paper there shall must be attached 

an affidavit by the circulator thereo£ of the petition, 

stating the number of signers to saeh that part of the 

petition and that each signature appended to the paper is 

the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports 

to be and was made in the presence of the affiant, 

(3) Proposed ordinances for repealing any existing 

ordinance or ordinances, in whole or in part, may be 

submitted to the commission as provided for initiating 

ordinances a 

-4- HB 481 
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l (4) Initiated ordinances adopted by the electors shall 

2 ~ be published and may be amended or repealed by the 

3 commission as in the case of other ordinances." 

-End-

-5- HB 481 




