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~e BILL NO. _!jJ£_ 

'~ ~~ ~ .d, ". 4',,J..-
A'4i.L FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN 

5 ADDITIONAL FEE FOR CERTIFIED COPIES OF BIRTH CERTIFICATES: 

6 AND PROVIDING THAT THE FEE BE USED FOR THE PREVENTION OF 

7 CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Additional fee for certified 

11 copies of birth certificates. (1) Each county clerk shall 

12 charge $25 for providing a certified copy of a birth 

13 certificate. This fee is in addition to the fee charged by 

14 the county clerk for a copy of a birth certificate under 

15 7-4-2631. 

16 (2) The county clerk shall forward the additional fee 

17 provided under subsection (l) to the state treasurer, who 

18 shall deposit the fee into the special revenue account 

19 established in 41-3-702 for funding services under and 

20 administrative costs of the child abuse and neglect 

21 prevention program. 

22 (3) The fee imposed under this section is waived for a 

23 person obtaining a birth certificate for the purposes of 

24 receiving medicaid under Title 53, chapter 6, part l. 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification inatruction. 
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(Section 1) is intended to be codified as an integral part 

cf Title 7, chapter 4, part 26, and the provisions of Title 

7, chapter 4, part 26, apply to [section l). 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby sut:.mitted a Fiscal Note for HB0475. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: This bill establishes an additional fee for certified copies of birth certificates, and 
uses this fee for child abuse and neglect prevention programs. 
ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The estimate of new certified birth certificates is 16,000 based on the FY92 actual issued by the Department of Health 

and Environmental Sciences (DHES) ($25 * 16,000 = $400,000). The fee collected would be forwarded by each county clerk 
to the state and deposited in the state special fund (i.e. Children's Trust Fund). 

2. A certified birth certificate must be on file for each child committed to Department of Family Services (DFS) custody. 
DFS is currently responsible for furnishing these birth certificates. The estimated expense of $121,500 to the program 
is based on FY92 actual of 4,860 children committed to the DFS (4,860 * $25 = $121,500). This expense would come from 
general fund. 

3. The revenue from the 4,860 birth certificate purchased by the DFS would be deposited in the state special revenue fund. 
4. No additional fee would be charged for birth certificates needed to determine Medicaid eligibility. (Of the 4,860 

children in DFS custody, it is not possible to determine how many would not be charged due to determining Medicaid 
eligibility. Therefore, zero is assumed.) 

5. Total revenue cannot be estimated. From #1 and #2 above it would be $400,000 per year (low estimate). County cleark 
and recorders do not keep track of fee revenues by type. A survey of Lewis and Clark, Yellowstone and Cascade counties, 
indicates an estimate of 4\ of the state population requesting certified copies of birth certificates is reasonable, 
which would translate to $800,000 in annual revenue (800,000 X 4\ X $25 -- high estimate). 

6. Private and nonprofit community services would increase in accordance with 41-3-701, MCA. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
E~engitures: FY 4 FY 95 

Cur;i;:ent Law Pro).losed Law !;!;i,fference Cur;i;:ent L~w PrQJ.!OSed Law Difference 
Operating Costs 4,184 125,684 121,500 4,301 125,801 121,500 
Benefits 55,000 455.000 400,000 55,000 455.000 400.000 

Total 59,184 580,684 521,500 59,301 580,801 521,500 

Funding: 
General Fund 0 121,500 121,500 0 121,500 121,500 
State Special 53,751 453,751 400,000 53,868 453,868 400,000 
Federal Special 5,4H 5,433 0 5,433 5.433 0 

59,184 580,684 521,500 59,301 580,801 521,500 
Revenue: 
State Special (Low) 0 400,000 400,000 0 400,000 400,000 
State Special (High) 0 800,000 800,000 0 800,000 800,000 
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DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE VIVIAN M. BROOKE,PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 
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