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INTRODUCED BY MCCULLOCH, REHBEIN, SIMPKINS, 
LYNCH, PECK, J. JOHNSON, BRANDEWIE, GERVAIS, 

DOLEZAL, BIRD, WYATT, WISEMAN, ELLIS, 
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FEBRUARY 12, 1993 

FEBRUARY 13, 1993 

FEBRUARY 15, 1993 

FEBRUARY 16, 1993 

FEBRUARY 20, 1993 
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IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON LABOR & EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 92; NOES, 7. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON LABOR & EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 47; NOES, 1. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 



APRIL 2, 1993 THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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TENDING AN ADULT BASIC EDUCATION CLASS 20 HOURS 

A WEEK OR LESS WHILE LAID OFF FROM A JOB IS NOT DISQUALIFIED 

FROM RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 39-51-2104 AND 39-51-2307, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 39-51-2104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"39-51-2104. General benefit eligibility conditions. An 

unemployed individual is eligible to receive benefits for 

any week of total unemployment within ft½s the individual's 

benefit year only if the department finds that the 

individual: 

(1) he has filed a claim at and therea£ter has 

continued to report at an employment office in accordance 

with eaeh-rega¼ation rules as the department may prescribe, 

except that the department may7 by rega¼etion ~7 

prescribe that in cases in which it finds stteft the 

requirements oppressive or inconsistent with the purposes of 

this chapter, an unemployed individual may file a claim and 

report for work by mail or through other governmental 

agencies; 
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(2) he is able to workL and is available for workL and 

is seeking work;~ proyided7-hewever7-that-no ~ claimant is 

~ considered ineligible in any week of unemployment for 

failure to comply with the provisions of this subsection if 

stteh the failure is due to~ 

1tl an illness or disability wh½eh that occurs after he 

the claimant has registered for work and no suitable work 

has !!2.! been offered to stteh the claimant after the 

beginning of stteh ~ illness or disability; or 

(b) enrollment as a student as provided in 39-51-2307. 

(3) prior to the first week for which he the individual 

is paid benefitsL he has been totally unemplo¥ed for a 

waiting period of 1 week. Ne~ week is!!,£! counted as a week 

of total unemployment for the purposes of this subsection: 

(a) if benefits have been paid with-respeet-therete for 

that week; 

(b) unless the individual was eligible for benefits 

with-reapeet-therete during the week; 

(c) unless it occurs within the benefit year of the 

claimant; 

(d) unless it occurs after benefits first could become 

payable to any individual under this chapter." 

Section 2. Section 39-51-2307, MCA, is amended to read: 

"39-51-2307. Disqualification because of student 

status. (1) B£feeti•e-Apr±l-l7-l~~~T E~cept as provided in 

-2- INTR~~u~l> BILL 
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sub~~ction (2) or (31, an individual !lhaH---be is 

disqualified for benefits during the school year (within the 

autumn, winter, and spring seasons of the year) or the 

vacation periods within stteh the school year or during any 

prescribed school term if c¼a¼mant the individual is a 

student regularly attending an established educational 

7 institution. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12) An individual attending an adult basic education 

class 20 hours a week or less while laid off from a job is 

not disqualified from receiving benefits if the individual 

is willin~ to return to work when notified. 

12 t2till Notwith!ltandin9-any--other--provisions--in--this 

13 eee~¼eftT--fte An otherwise eligible individual eha¼¼ may not 

14 be denied benefits for any week because he the individual is 

15 in training approved by the department, nor she¼¼--such ~ 

16 the individual be denied benefits with respect to any week 

17 in which he the individual is in training approved by the 

18 department by reason of the application of provisions in 

19 39-51-2304 or the application of provisions in 

20 39-51-2104(2)." 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Fonn BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0445. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act providing that an individual attending an adult basic education class 20 hours a 
week or less while laid off from a job is not disqualified from receiving unemployment insurance benefits. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The Department of Labor and Industry does not have reliable infonnation to detennine the number of claimants this 

proposal might affect. The following infonnation is presented for perspective. 

2. Of 30,087 claimants monetarily qualified to receive benefits in FY92, 534 (1.8%) were disqualified for attending school 
at some time during their benefit year. Only a small percentage of the 534 claimants are expected to be affected by the 
proposal. The disqualification is in effect only during weeks which the claimant attends school. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: Benefit payments would increase by an unknown minor amount. 

Revenues; A minor increase in benefit payments is not expected to result in increased tax rates. 

Net Impact: Unknown minor increase in benefit payments. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION; Unknown, but assumed to be minimal. 

GJ~ 1---::i"-~o ~ ~?'efc~;J-t:-y-3 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE SCOTT T. MCCULLOCH, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB0445, as introduced 

H8 '/'Ir 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON LABOR & EMPLOYMENT 
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ft,BlLL~ AN ENT~ 

~ENDING Ml ADULT BASIC 

A WEEK OR LESS WHILE LAID OFF FROM A JOB IS NOT DISQUALIFIED 

FROM RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 39-51-2104 AND 39-51-2307, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 39-51-2104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"39-51-2104. General benefit eligibility conditions. An 

unemployed individual is eligible to receive benefits for 

any week of total uneaploy■ent within hie the individual's 

benefit year only if the department finds that the 

individu~l: 

(11 he has filed a clai■ at and thereafter has 

continued to report at an e■ploy■ent office in accordance 

with aaeh-re9a¼etion rules as the depart■ent ■ay prescribe, 

except that the depart■ent aayy by re9a¼etien ruley 

prescribe that in cases in which it finds saeh the 

requirements oppressive or inconsistent with the purposes of 

this chapter, an une■ployed individual ■ay file a clai■ and 

report for work by ■ail or through other governaental 

agencies; 
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(2) he ia able to 'liorkL elld i ■ available for workL and 

ia seeking workT~ pr.,,idedy--..Yery-that-119 ! clai■ant is 

~ considered ineligible in any week of une■ploy■ent for 

failure to co■ply with the provisions of this subsection if 

aach the failure is due to~ 

ill an illness or disability wllieh that occurs after he 

the claimant has registered for work and no suitable work 

has not been offered to aach the clai■ant after the 

beginning of aach the illness or disability; or 

(bl enrollment as a student as provided in 39-51-2307. 

(3) prior to the first week for which he the individual 

is paid benefitsL he has been totally un-ployed for a 

waiting period of l week. Na! week is not counted as a week 

of total une■ploy■ent for the purposes of this subsection: 

(a) if benefits have been paid with-respeet-thereto for 

that week; 

(b) unless the individual was eligible for benefits 

with-respect-thereto during the week; 

(c) unless it occurs within the benefit year of the 

claiaant; 

(d) unless it occurs after benefits first could become 

payable to any individual under this chapter.• 

Section 2. Section 39-51-2307, MCA, is amended to read: 

"39-51-2307. Disqualification because of student 

■tatua. (11 Bffeett•e-Apr¼¼-ty-¼911T Except as provided in 

-2- \\e> ""'"f> 
SECOND READING 
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l subsection (2) or (3), an individual allsU---1,e iB 

2 disqualified for benefits during the school year (within the 

3 autu■n, winter, and spring seasons of the year) or the 

4 vacation periods within aaeh the school year or during any 

5 prescribed school term if e¼ataan~ th_e individual is a 

6 student regularly attending an established educational 

7 institution. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

{2) An individual attending an adult basic education 

class 20 hours a week or less while laid off froa a job is 

not disqualified_ fr011 receiving benefits if t_h_e_jndividual 

is willin~ to return to work when notified. 

12 f~till Nstwithatanding-sny--stller--prs•istsna--in--tllis 

13 aeetisn7--ns An otherwise eligible individual alls¼¼ -Y not 

14 be denied benefits for any week because he the individual is 

1S in training approved by the departaent, nor shsi¼--aaeh !!!}'. 

16 the individual be denied benefits with respect to any week 

17 in which he the individual is in training approved by the 

18 departaent by reason of the application of provisions in 

19 39-Sl-2304 or the application of provisions in 

20 39-51-2104(2)." 

-End-

-3-
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~ENDING AN ADULT 

A WEEK OR LESS WHILE LAID OFF FROM A JOB IS NOT DISQUALIFIED 

FROM RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS: AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 39-51-2104 AND 39-51-2307, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IIONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 39-51-2104, MCA, ia a.ended to read: 

"l!l-51-2104. General benefit eligibility conditiona. An 

unn,ployed individual is eligible to receive benefits for 

sny week of total unU1ployaent within h¼a the individual_.. 

benefit year only if the depart■ent finds that the 

individual: 

(1) he has filed a cl•i• at and thereafter hae 

continued to report st sn eaployaent office in accordance 

with aaeh-regalat¼on rules as the depart-nt -y prescribe, 

except that the depart■ent -YT by regalat¼- ruley 

prescribe that in cases in which It finds eaeh the 

require■ents oppressive or Inconsistent with the purposea of 

this chapter, an une■ployed Individual -y file• clsi■ and 

report for work by ■ail or through other 90vernaental 

agencies; 
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C2) Ila i• able to tiorkL and le available for vorkL and 

is seeking vorky~ pr,...¼dNy--... ry-tllat-- ! clai-nt ie 

~ coneidered ineligible in any -ek of uneaploy■ent for 

failure to coaply with the provision■ of this subsection if 

eaeh ~ failure is due to~ 

fil an illness or disability •hieh ~ occurs after he 

the clai-nt baa registered for work snd no suitable work 

has not been offered to saeh the clai-nt aft.er the 

beginning of eaeh the illness or disability:~ 

(bl enroll-nt as a student aa provided in 39-51-2307. 

Cl) prior to the first week for which he the individual 

is paid benefltsL lie has been totally une■ployed for a 

waiting period of l -ek. No! week is not counted as a week 

of total unn,plo,-nt for the purposes of this subsection: 

(a) if benefits have been paid with-respeet-thereto for 

that week: 

Cb) unless the individual was eligible for benefits 

rith-reapeet-thereto during the week: 

Cc) unless it occurs within the benefit year of the 

clai-nt; 

(di unless it occurs aft.er benefits first could becoae 

payable to any individual under this chapter.• 

Section 2. Section 39-51-2307, MCA, is a■ended to read: 

"39-51-2307. Disqualification because of student 

status. (I) BffeettTe-Aprit-ly-t9~~7 Except as provided in 

-2- \\e>~f> 
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subsection (2) or (3), an individual ahaH---lte la 

2 disqualified for benefits during the school year (within the 

J autumn, winter, and spring seasons of the yeer) or the 

4 vacation periods within •~eh the school year or during any 

5 prescribed school ter■ if e¼a¼-nt the individual is a 

6 student regularly attending an established educational 

7 institution. 

8 (2) An individual attending an adult baaic education 

9 class ~II hours a week or less while ~i_d off fr011 a jol>_ h 

10 

11 

not disgualifie~ froa receiving benefits ~f the individual 

is willin9. tc:> retu_rn to work when nol;_i_fied. 

12 tltill. NotwithatandiRg-■ny--ether--pre•i■iena--in--thia 

13 aeetien7--ne An otherwise eligible individual ahall aay not 

14 be denied benefits for any week because he the individual is 

15 in training approved by the department, nor ah■ ll--aaeh ~ 

16 the individual be denied benefits with respect to any week 

17 in which he the individual is in training approved by the 

18 depart■ent by reason of the application of provisions in 

19 311-51-2304 or the application of provisions in 

20 311-51-2104(2)." 

-End-

-3-



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Page 1 of 1 
March 10, 1993 

We, your committee on Labor and Employment Relations having had 
under consideration House Bill No. 445 (first reading copy -
blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 445 be amended as 
follows and as so amended be concurred i~ c_ ~ 

Signed: ~ (_ ~ 

That such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 7. 
Following: "BENEFITS;" 
Strike: "AND" 

2. Title, line 8. 
Following: "MCA" 

--,-..-------'--=-=--=-----~~ Senator Thomas E. "Tom" Towe, Chair 

Insert: "; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE" 

3. Page 3, line 21. 
Following: line 20 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective July 1, 1993." 

-END-

SENATE 

m - Aind. Coo rd. 
1N. Sec. of Senate s~~ying Bill 

Hd l/'I~ 
541020SC.Sma 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 445 

INTRODUCED BY MCCULLOCH, REHBEIN, SIMPKINS, 

LYNCH, PECK, J. JOHNSON, BRANDEWIE, GERVAIS, 

DOLEZAL, BIRD, WYATT, WISEMAN, ELLIS, 

FRITZ, HALLIGAN, FORRESTER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT AN 

INDIVIDUAL ATTENDING AN ADULT BASIC EDUCATION CLASS 20 HOURS 

A WEEK OR LESS WHILE LAID OFF FROM A JOB IS NOT DISQUALIFIED 

FROM RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS; ANB AMENDING 

SECTIONS 39-51-2104 AND 39-51-2307, MCAi AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 39-51-2104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"39-51-2104. General benefit eligibility conditions. An 

unemployed individual is eligible to receive benefits for 

any week of total unemployment within his the individual's 

benefit year only if the department finds 

individual: 

that the 

( 1) he has filed a claim at and thereafter has 

continued to report at an employment office in accordance 

with soeh-rego¼ation rules as the department may prescribe, 

except that the department may7 by reg11¼ation rule7 

prescribe that in cases in which it finds such the 

~-,__,..,,. couno, 
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requirements oppressive or inconsistent with the purposes of 

this chapter, an unemployed individual may file a claim and 

report for work by mail or through other governmental 

agencies; 

(2) he is able to workL and is available for workL and 

is seeking work~~ pr0Yided7-however7-that-ne ~ claimant is 

not considered ineligible in any week of unemployment for 

failure. to comply with the provisions of this subsection if 

s11eh the failure is due to~ 

.iil an illness or disability whieh that occurs after he 

the claimant has registered for work and fte suitable work 

has not been offered to s11eh the claimant after the 

beginning of sneft the illness or disability; or 

(b) enrollment as a student as provided in 39-51-2307. 

(3) prior to the first week for which he the individual 

is paid benefitsL he has been totally unemployed for a 

waiting period of l week. Ne~ week is not counted as a week 

of total unemployment for the purposes of this subsection: 

(al if benefits have been paid with-respeet-therete for 

that week; 

(bl unless the individual was eligible for benefits 

w¼th-respeet-therete during the week; 

(c) unless it occurs within the benefit year of the 

claimant; 

(d) unless it occurs after benefits first could become 

-2- BB 445 

REFERENCE BILL 
AS Al£NDED 
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payable to any individual under this chapter.• 

Section 2. Section 39-51-2307, MCA, is amended to read: 

"39-51-2307. Diaquallflcation because of student 

status. (l) Bffeet¼•e-Apri¼-¼7-¼9TTT Except as provided in 

subsection (2) or (3), an individual sha¼¼--be is 

6 disqualified for benefits during the school year (within the 

7 autumn, winter, and spring seasons of the year) or the 

8 vacation periods within saeh the school year or during any 

9 prescribed school term if eia¼mant the individual is a 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

student regularly attending an established educational 

institution. 

(2) An individual attending an adult basic education 

class 20 hours a week or less while laid off from a job is 

not disqualified from receiving benefits if the~ individual 

is willing to return to work when notified. 

tit.ill Netw¼thstanding--any--other--pro•is¼ons--in-this 

17 seetien7-no An otherwise eligible individual shall may not 

18 be denied benefits for any week because fte the individual is 

19 in training approved by the department, nor shail-saeh ~ 

20 ili individual be denied benefits with respect to any week 

21 in which he the individual is in training approved by the 

22 department by reason of the application of provisions in 

23 39-51-2304 or the application of provisions in 

24 39-51-2104(2)." 

25 NEW SECTION~ SECTION 3. EFF~IVE DATE. [THIS ACT) IS 

-3- HB 445 

HB 0445/02 

l EFFECTIVE JULY l, 1993. 

-End-

-4- HB 445 




