
HOUSE BILL NO. 404 

INTRODUCED BY DEBRUYCKER, SIMPKINS, FRITZ, 
WISEMAN, PETERSON, QUILICI, GRADY, CRIPPEN, 

FORRESTER, J, JOHNSON, TVEIT, BLAYLOCK 

JANUARY 30, 1993 

FEBRUARY 2, 1993 

FEBRUARY 10, 1993 

FEBRUARY 11, 1993 

FEBRUARY 13, 1993 

FEBRUARY 15, 1993 

FEBRUARY 16, 1993 

MARCH 10, 1993 

MARCH 11, 1993 

MARCH 12, 1993 

MARCH 13, 1993 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

ON MOTION, REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED, 

POSTED ON CONSENT CALENDAR. 

CONSENT CALENDAR, QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 98; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 48; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 



SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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~ 
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A BILL FOR ~ AC'IVENTITLED: "AN ACT.-C FOR 

THE STATE VETERANS' CEMETERY; REVISING ELIGIBILITY FOR 

VETERANS' LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTION 61-3-332; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Special revenue account -- use 

of funds -- solicitation. (1) There is an account in the 

special revenue fund to the credit of the department of 

military affairs for the state veterans• cemetery. 

(2) Plot allowances, donations, and, -as provided in 

61-3-332, revenue froa veterans• license plate sales must be 

deposited into the account. 

(3) As appropriated by the legislature, money in the 

account may be used only for the construction, maintenance, 

operation, 

cemetery. 

and adllinistration of the state veterans' 

(4) The department of military affairs may solicit 

veterans' license plate sales and donations on behalf of the 

state veterans• cemetery. 

Section 2. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. (Teaporary) lluaber plates. ( l) A 1110tor 
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vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

.Montana must display both front and rear nuaber plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 aeries: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters •McD" or 

the letters •Mc• and the word •DEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word •DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uou or the 

letter •u• and the word •o&ALER•, one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters •oirR• or the letters •TR• and the word 

•DEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

•oBALER•, and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinda of dealers' plates ■ust be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto to the dealer, in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All nuaber plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a ■ini■u■ period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

H6¥0'I 
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and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed nwaber plates for issuance after January l, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of -tal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on aneh the license plates, and the word •Montana" and the 

year must be placed across the platesa s~ch The registration 

plates must be treated with a reflectorized background 

material according to specifications prescribed by the 

department. 

IS) The distinctive registration numbers ■ust begin 

with a nu■ber one or with a letter-nu■ber combination, such 

as •A 1• or •AA 1•, or any other similar coabination of 

letters and nu■bers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-nuaber co■bination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the nu■ber of the county and 
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appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county nu■ber ■ust be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of stteh 

the numerals and letters must be determined by the 

department, and all county and registration nuabers must be 

of equal height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles. in 

addition to the markings provided in this section, number 

plates ■ust bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a) 

designate 

For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All nu■bered plates issued to state departments 

auat bear the words •state Owned•, and no~ year number may 

~ be indicated thereen on the plates because these 

nuabered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

replaced by the depart■ent only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

lb) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

■unicipallties, irrigation districts organized under the 

lava of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials 

eaployees thereof in lli line of duty and for vehicles 

and 

on 

loan fr011 the United States goverNDent or the state of 

Hontana to, or owned by. the civil air patrol and used and 

-4-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1190/01 

operated by officials and l!lllployees thereel in the line of 

duty, there must be placed on the number plates assigned 

eftereee, in a position that the department may designate, 

the letter •x• or the word MEXEMPT"4 Distinctive 

registcation numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles 

of each of the counties in the state and those of the 

municipalities and school districts situated within each of 

the counties and those of the irrigation districts that 

obtain plates within each county must begin with number one 

and be numbered consecutively. Because these number plates 

are of a permanent nature, they are subject to replacement 

by the department only when the physical condition of the 

number plates requires it and a year number may not be 

displayed on the number plates. 

(7) On all nW11ber plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word •TRUCK" on plates assigned to tcucka and the letters 

•TRM or the word •TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and houaetrailera. The letters "MC" or the word •cYCLE" must 

appear on plates aaaigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(81 Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

tcailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle ·or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 
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truck, trailer, or aotorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No ~ registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, S; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Tre•sure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, JS; Judith Basin, 36; Daniela, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40: MCCone, 4l; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; liheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson. 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties aust be assigned numbers 

by the depart-nt as they -y be for■ed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, ■uat be a separate aeries of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (51, except that the county number 
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must be replaced by a nonreaovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates ■ust be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply 

with the following provisions: 

(a) An active aellber of the Montana national guard aay 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters •NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(bl An active aellber of the reserve araed forces of the 

United States of Allerica who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 
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displaying the following: Onited States army reserve, AR 

{symbol), Onited States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States 

marine corps reserve, MCR {globe and anchor). The co111111anding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use th-. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 1001 disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the department of 

veterans affairs to be service-connected mayr upon 

presentation to the department of proof of the 1001 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

1001 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and tazes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

Iii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

{iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for 11t0re than one vehicle. 

-8-



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1190/01 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation. documented 

by him the veteran's service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words •ex-prisoner of 

war• or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(a) Opon payment of all taxes and fees required by 

parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a melllber of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.a. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

Barbor, the island of Qahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

-9-
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the United States armed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran or the surviving spouse of a veteran of the 

araed services of the United States may be issued license 

plates inscribed as provided in subsection (l0)Cf)(i) if he 

the veteran was separated froa the armed services under 

other than dishonorable circumstances or was awarded the 

purple heart ■edal: 

(i) Upon submission of proof7-¼n-a-fora-preser¼bed-b7 

the-depart-nt7-of-h¼s a depart111ent of defense form 214 

(DD-214) or its successor, proper identification, and other 

relevant documents to show an applicant's qualification 

under this subsection, there must be issued to each the 

applicant, in lieu of the regular license plates prescribed 

by law, special license plates numbered in sets of two with 

a different nulllber on each set. The plates must display: 

(A) the word "VETERAII" and a symbol signifying the 

United States aray, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States JUrlne corps, or United ·states coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 
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(ii) Plate■ aust be furnished by the departaent to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue thea to ~ qualified 

we~erana veteran or to the veteran's surviving spouse. The 

plates ■u■t be placed or ■ounted on the vehicle owned by the 

veteran or the veteran's surviving spouse designated in the 

application and must be removed upon sale or other 

disposition of the vehicle. 

(iii) Baeh ~ veteran or surviving spouse who receives 

special license plates under this subsection (lO)(f) is 

liable for pay■ent of all taxes and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special veteran's or 

purple heart medal license plate fee of $10. Upon an 

original application for a license under this subsection 

(lO)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(8) re■it $1 for deposit in the state general fund, and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fnnd-to-the-ered¼t-of--the--department 

of--■¼¼¼tary--aff■¼r■--to-be-appropriated-by-the-¼e9¼alature 

account established in [section l) for construction, 

operation, and .. intenance of the state veterans' cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO){f)(iii)(C). 
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(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking per■it under 49-4-301 aay, upon written 

application on a for■ prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July l, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Bffective July 1, 1996) lllullber plates. (1) A 

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana ■ust display both 

bearing the distinctive 

front 

nllllber 

and rear number plates, 

assigned the vehicle. The 

series for owners of nuaber plates are in 10 series: one 

110torcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

aotorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters •MC• and the word •oEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used ■otorcara (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word •DEALER", one 

for dealers in used ■otorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the 

letter •u• and the word •DEALER•, -one for dealers in 

trailers and/or ae■itrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive lattera "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 
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•oEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters •av• or the letter •a• and the word 

•DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers• plates must be placed. on 

the number plates assigned thereto to the dealer, in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when nWllber plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers beating appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affiaed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed nlllllber plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on 110tor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of 110torcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

llontana must be used as a distinctive border on sneh the 

license plates, and the word •110ntana• and the year ■ust be 

placed across the bott011 of the plates. Sneh The 
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registration plates aust be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as •A 1• or •AA 1•, or any other similar c0111.bination of 

letter.s and numbeE's and be nWlbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number aust be separated from the 

distinctive regiStration nWllber by a separation aark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of each 

the numer:als and letters ■uat be determined by 

departaent, and all county and registration nWllbers must 

of equal height. 

the 

be 

(6) For the use of taa-eae■pt ■otor vehicles, in 

addition to the Nrking■ in this section provided, nWllber 

plate■ must bear the following distinctive markings, 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

deaignate the prefia number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

auat bear the worda •state owned•, and ne ~ year number may 

not be indicated ehereen on the plates because these 

-14-
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nwabered plates are of a peraanent nature and will be 

replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees t:hereof in the line of duty and for vehicles on 

loan from the United States government or the state of 

Montana to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and 

operated by officials and eaployees thereof in the line of 

duty, there must be placed on the number plates assigned 

thereto, in a position that the department may designate, 

the letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT•. Distinctive 

registration numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles 

of each of the counties in the state and those of the 

aunicipalities and school districts situated within each of 

the counties and those of the irrigation districts that 

obtain plates within each county aust begin with number one 

and be nuabered consecutively. Because these nUllber plates 

are of a permanent nature, they are subject to replacement 

by the depart-nt only when the physical condition of the 

nuaber plates requires it and a year nuaber aay not be 

displayed on the nuaber plates. 

(7) On all nuaber plates assigned to actor vehicles of 
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the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

taz-exe■pt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

•TR• or the word •TRAILER• on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers~ The letters •Ne• or the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Nwaber plates issued to a passenger car. truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or IK>torcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No ! registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned nWlbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, J; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead. 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Born, 22; Musselshell. 23; Blaine, 24; Madison. 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

&anders, 3S; Judith Basin. 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Pallon. 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 
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Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51: Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or JDOunted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply 

with the following provisions: 

(a) An active meaber of the NOntana national guard may 
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG*. The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the •ember shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve araed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States ar■y reserve, AR 

(syabol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, APR (syabol); and United States 

-rine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The coananding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible mellber of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(CJ A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 1001 disabled because 

of an 

vetera·ns 

injury that has been determined by the department of 

affairs to be service-connected may, upon 

presentation to the department of proof of the 1001 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

-18-
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section with a design or decal displaying the letters •ov•. 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

100\ disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a ailitary force of a foreign nation, documented 

by h¼a the veteran's service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the word■ "ez-prisoner of 

war• or an abbreviation the departaent considers 

appropriate. 

(el Upon payaent of all taxes and feea required by 

parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the depart-nt that the applicant meets the 

-19-

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1190/01 

requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

Dt!cellber 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.a. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

Barbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

the United States eraed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran or the surviving spouse of a veteran of the 

armed services of the United States may be issued license 

plates inscribed as provided in subsection (l0)(f)(i) if he 

the veteran was separated from the armed services under 

other than dishonorable circuaatances or was awarded the 

purple heart aedal: 

(i) Upon subaiasion of preef7-¼n-e-for■-preacribed-by 

the-dep11rt:aent7-0f-hia a department of defense form 214 

(DD-2141 or its successor, proper identification, and other 

releva~ d~uaents to ~how the~ applicant's qualification 
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under this subsection, there aust be issued to eaeh the 

applicant, in lieu of the regular license plates prescribed 

by law, special license platea numbered in sets of two with 

a different number on each set. The plates must display: 

IA) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States marine co~ps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record af service verified in the 

application; or 

(Bl a syabol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue the• to ~ qualified 

•e~erana veteran or to the veteran's surviving spouse. The 

plates must be placed or mounted on the vehicle owned by the 

veteran or the veteran's surviving spouse designated in the 

application and must be removed upon sale or other 

disposition of the vehicle. 

(iii) Baeh ! veteran or surviving spouse who receives 

special license plates under this subsection (lO)(f) is 

liable for payment of all taxes and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a 

purple heart medal license plate 

special 

fee of 

veteran's or 

$10. Upon an 

original application for a license under this subsection 

24 llO)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

25 (A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 
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fund; 

(B) re■it $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the re11ainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue f~nd-to-the-credit-ot--the--department 

ot--■iiitary--attairs--to-be-apprepriated-by-the-iegistature 

account established in [section 1) for construction, 

operation, and maintenance of the state veterans' cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration~ the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (1D)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking per■it under 49-4-301 ■ay, upon written 

application on & for■ prescribed by the depart■ent, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. 

[Section l) is intended to be codified as an integral part 

of Title 10, chapter 2, part 6, and the provisions of Title 

10, chapter 2, part 6, apply to [section l). 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. 

effective July l, 1993. 

Effective 

-End-

-22-

date. [This act) is 
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In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0404. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act clarifying funding for the state Veterans' Cemetery; revising eligibility for veterans' license plates. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
l. The surviving spouse of a veteran will maintain the same special veterans license plate as the deceased veteran spouse. 
2. The number of new plates to be issued to surviving spouses is unknown, but is assumed to be a minimal number. The 

fiscal impact on expenditures and revenue is assumed to be minimal. 
3. Assuming the number of new plates will be minimal, the plates can be manufactured by Montana State Prison industries 

within the current level budget for the Department of Corrections and Human Services. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Minimal. 

(M ~ ?..-L/-13 cJ-◊-~ 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 404 

INTRODUCED BY DEBRUYCKER, SIMPKINS, FRITZ, 

WISBMAN, PETERSON, QUILICI, GRADY, CRIPPEN, 

FORRESTER, J. JOHNSON, TVEIT, BLAYLOCK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED; "AN ACT CLARIFYING PONDING FOR 

THE STATE VETERANS' CEMETERY; REVISING ELIGIBILITY FOR 

VETERANS' LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTION 61-3-332; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE LF.GISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Special. revenue account -- use 

of funds - solicitation. (lJ There is an account in the 

special revenue fund to the credit of the department of 

lllili tary affairs for the state veterans' ceme_tery. 

(2) Plot allowances, donations, and, as provided in 

61-3-332, revenue fr0111 veterans' license plate sales must be 

deposited into the account. 

(3) As appropriated by the legislature, money in the 

account may be used only for the construction, maintenance, 

operation, and administration of the atate veterans' 

cemetery. 

(4) The department of ■ilitary affairs may solicit 

veterans' license plate sales and donations on behalf of the 

state veterans• cemetery. 
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Section 2. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read, 

"61-3-332. (Ta,porary) Nwlber plates. (1) A motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

1110torcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters •Mc• and the word "DEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used aotorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the 

letter •o• and the word "DEALER•, one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters •DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters •av• or the letter •R• and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates •ust be placed on 

the number plates assigned tnePete to the dealer, in the 

position that the department designates. 

-2-
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(21 All nlmber plates for aotor vehicle■ -•t be iaaued 

for• ■inillWI period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when nu■ber plates 

are not issued, the depart-nt shall provide nonreaovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the licenae plates in use. 

(l) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

depart-nt shall create a new design for number plates aa 

provided in this section, and it stulll -nuf.cture the newly 

designed nu■ber plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

nllllber plates that were displayed on 110tar vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the case of motorc.irs and trucka, plate• muat be 

of ■etal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. Tbe outline 

of the state of Montana muat be used as a distinctive border 

on snell the license plates, and the word "Montana• and the 

year auat be placed across the plates. heh The registration 

plates ■ust be treated with a reflectorized background 

..,terial according to specifications prescribed by the 

departiaent. 

(51 The distinctive registration nUllbera -t begin 

with a number one or with a letter-nu■ber COllbination, such 

as •A l" or •AA l", or any other ai•ilar coabination of 

letters and nu■bers. The distinctive registration !WIiber or 
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letter-number ca■bination aasi9necl to the vehicle ■ust 

appear an the plate preceded by the nu■ber of the couMy and 

appearing in horizontal order on the ,..... horisontal 

baseline. The county nuaber ■ust be separated frca the 

distinctive registration number by a separation -rk unleaa 

a lett:ar-nu■ber cOllbination is uaecl. The di■eDBi-s of -

~ n..._rala and letter■ ■ust be deteraJ.ned by the 

a..,..rt-nt, and all county and registration a-.rs -■t be· 

of equal height. 

(6) For the use of taz-eze■pt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the ..,rkinga provided in this aect1011, nuaber 

plates -st bear the following distinctiYe -rki119a: 

(a) ror Yehiclea owned by the state, the dapart-nt -y 

designate the prefix nuaber far the various state 

depart-nts. All nu■bered plates iseued to state departaants 

auat bear the wards "State owned", and ao !. year nuaber -y 

~ be indicated i>het'eon on the plates because tl••­
nWlbered plates are of a per..,nent nature and will be 

replaced by the depart-nt only when tbe physical condition 

of nuebered plate■ requires it. 

(b) ror Yehicles that are owned by the counties. 

aunicipalitiea, irrigation districts or9&nhed under th, 

lava of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials ato 0 .i 

nrplayees ther~ in !!!!! line of duty and for vehicles 

-4- BB 404 
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loan from the United States government or the state of 

Montana to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and 

operated by officials and employees thereef in the line of 

duty, there must be placed on the number plates assigned 

therete, in a position that the department may designate, 

the letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT•. Distinctive 

registration numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles 

of each of the counties in the state and those of the 

municipalities and school districts situated within each of 

the counties and those of the irrigation districts that 

obtain plates within each county must begin with number one 

and be nUllbered consecutively. Because these number plates 

are of a peraanent nature, they are subject to replacement 

by the department only when the physical condition of the 

number plates requires it and a year number may not be 

displayed on the number plates. 

(7) On all nUmber plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC• or the word "CYCLE• must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

-5- BB 404 
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trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or aotorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

Ne ! registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 31 Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 131 Custer, 14: Lake, 15: Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

171 Beaverhead, 181 Chouteau, 19: Valley, 201 Toole, 21; Big 

Born, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 241 Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 481 Park, 491 Garfield, 501 Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, S6. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

-6- HB 404 
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61-J;-416:t, - Ila- a ~- _,, ... of plat.es, - .. - ... 

ezcept t::llat: the county -

-t be rep,laoelll by a ...,...--..i.. desiqn en decal 

-i..9n&tin,g tbe ,µ-oap or or~iZiltiOll t,:r wbich t:lte -1.i.cant 

-~· 1Jn1-• otbeflot_. apeci-ficaJ.ly atart-ed: in tlti• 

~i.olr, t:be ,apecwJ. pl:a- He subject to t:ne same rul.es 

and 1-s - ...-rn the i_....,.. of rlt9Ul-a-T licenae platea, 

- lie placed or ~ on a 91!!bicie owned by t:m peraan 

,_. i:11 ald4ible to i,....t.,,,,.. -•• and - be i:- up,m 

-:le or oetNr di-itioa of the -hic:le. 'rhec _,:iael 

u-~ - lae i:amaed to naticmal 9..-.l aaabe.s, 

ei:.- ~rs of -r, hmldiaappal per.,,,.., .......-rvi--. 

d:i .. b:l.ed veterans..- aurvivoril of the fttarl Barbor attack., 

veterans of tlle a-.i ..-vices, or -teTans of the ar-.d 

-nriaea wbo were awarded the purple heart aed&I., who coaply 

wit::ll tile followi.ng proviaiom,; 

(.ac) .Am· ac,u_ ..,...r of ttwe- ...,.._ national guard aay 

1Rr i1IIIIHNI a apeci.&I 

lliap-l.yi119 .tire letters 

llcenee plate w.ith a dlsi9J1 or deca-1 

•JIG". 'l'he adjutant ge~l llha-11 

1 .... e to eacti act.ive IHaber of the Montana national guard a 

certificate author-i.a·ing the department to iaaue one set of 

national guard pl-•·• and the aaaber shall surrender the 

plates to tbe depart-nt upon bec:cai119 ineligible to uae 

tbea. 

(b) An active ~er of the reserve armed forces of the 
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united Stat- of -i.ca - i11 a reeident of this state may 

be issued a ~l H-- plate vith a· dllaip or dacarl 

ditpl:aying the foU,OIOi:119: Dnited States ai:ay reserve, .11111 

(~l); United Stat- naql reserve, & (anchor}; united 

st.-tes air force r_,_, llPII (symbol) ; an4 Ultitecl State& 

-rine car.pa reserve, IIC'll (9l;:obe and anchor"). flte· -iff9 

officer of each araed forcea c-r,,e unit 81hal1 i- to 

- to'li-g:ible aetlber of tt,e reeerve unit a certificate 

authori:ring tl'le i&au:allCe of one set of plat:aa .• '!.'he aeaber 

shall 5UCrender the pllltea to the depar- upon becoainq 

iffl!'liqible to use th-. 
( c) A r-i-dent of IIIOntamt who is .- vet:aran of the armed 

forces of the united States and who is 1001 dillabl:ad 11ecau­

c,f an injury that has been deterained by. the dapart-nt of 

veterans affairs to be aervice-oonnectad -Y·• upon 

presentation to the departaent of proof of the 1001 

disability, be issued a specia!l. license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters •nv•. 

( i) The f- for original or renewal r99istration by a 

1001 disabled veteran for a paaaenger vehicle or . a truck 

with a· GVll-r&ted capacity of l ton or less ia $5 and i11 in 

lieu of all other fees and tazes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

-8- BB 404 
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(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for 110re than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran"s 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a ailitary force of a foreign nation, documented 

by h¼a the veteran's service record, may upon· application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war• or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by 

parts 3 and S of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

-9- HB •o• 
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Barbor, the island of 0ahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

the United States armed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran or the surviving spouse of a veteran of the 

armed services of the United States may be issued license 

plates inscribed as provided in subsection (lO)(f)(i) if he 

the veteran was separated from the armed services under 

other than dishonorable circumstances or was awarded the 

purple heart medal: 

(i) Upon submission of proofy-in-a-for■-preser¼bed-by 

the-depart■enty-of-h¼s a department of defense form 214 

(DD-214) or its successor OR DOCUMENTS_ liBOlfING AN 

OTHER-THAN-DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE OR A REENLISTMENT, proper 

identification, and other relevant documents to show an 

applicant's qualification under this subsection, there must 

be issued to eseh the applicant, in lieu of the regular 

license plates prescribed by law, special license plates 

numbered in sets of two with a different number on each set. 

The plates must display: 

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

-10- HB 404 
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fm,c:r, Uni tl!!lt' Stat,.... -.-ineo,corps--, or· United· Sta-tea·· coast 

gu-d; aecordi...,.-· tCY the- re<eord'· of< ser-vice verified in the· 

application; OT-'. 

( &1 · a ayml,01 repweaenting• th,. purple· h,..rt medal. 

(ii.) Plates" must· be-fornished·by th .. depertment to th<> 

cOOftty-treaaurer, who shall iss.,.. th-· to ~ qttalified 

.-..:erlffl9 vet.nan· or to the--·VHeran's· surviving:· spouse. Tfte<· 

pl"es must· bF·placed· or· IIIOllnted-· on· the- velli.cle o,med by th<>"· 

VtteTan or· the·•veteran•s surrivincr spouse designated in the,· 

application and must b<> removed upon- sale or other 

dispo.-1 t iDII' o1: the, velrlcle·, 

(iii) Beetr ! veteran or surviving spous,. who receives 

special license plates under this subsection (lO)(f) is 

liable for payaent of all tazes· and fees· required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special veteran's or 

purple heart medal lic<>nse plate fee of $10. Upon an 

original application for a licensa under· this subsection 

(l0)(f1, the county treasureT slulll: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in· the county gener&l 

fllndj 

(B·) 

(Cl 

rll!lfit $1 for deporit in the stat<> gen .. ral fund; and 

deposit th8' r.,_inder of the special fee in the 

state special ,...,eni,,. f-~-t:he~¼t:~he-depereaent:· 

Df-■t¼tt:ary-effetr■-t:a-be-approprtet:ed--hy--t:he--¼egia¼et:are 

account established in [ section l l for ADNINI!ITRA'l'IOM', 
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conatruct:ionc, OpKa£ion, _...._. m&int_a.__. of; the.. HUk 

YHeruaaj ce-tel'¥·• 

(ivi Upon s~_a-.,a re.._i of reg,istrua.01', tt,e,,, 

COWl%y- trea&11rer,. sha,ll. det,o,sJ.t, all of the s~a.:l.- f- -

prmtlch!d in subsection ( 10 I( f I( iii )IC). 

( g} A- -a.nac, res-idtM>c wla<>, ls eligible, to r~11e.-• as. 

special pa,rking.,permit under 411-4•301 1118¥• u-- w•itt:-. 

applicatiow on a form,, pra■ cribed by th• depout:-·, be, 

issued a special licen■e- plate with a design or deoa,l. 

bearing a. repreeentatiollc of a. whee.-lchair as ti•• sy■bol of 

tt,e,hsndi.capped persOA. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (lttfecti,.,Jul.y• l, 1996,) Nlllllller plate■ , (l) A, 

motor vehicle thu is driven upen the streets or hig~ys-,of. 

Mentana must: display both front: aru:1 rear number plates,, 

bearing the distinctive nwnbe;r as■ igned the vehicle. The.-. 

number plat.ea are in 10 series.: one series- for oweers. of 

moto.rcars,., 

motorcycle 

one for owners 

or quadricycle 

of motor veh~cles- of the 

type, one for traile;rs., oae for· 

trucks, on■ for dealers -in vehicles of tbe- motorcycle,, or 

quackicycle type tbat bear tbe distinctive, lette,:s "MGID"' or 

tbe letter■ "MC" and the; -rd "DEALER", one, for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and. used ■otorcars, ( including trucks and trailers) that 

beil.r the·· distinctive- lette-r •o" or the word •DEALER•, one 
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for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the 

letter •u• and the word •oEALER•, one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

•DEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive lett·ers •av• or the letter •a• and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the variou■ kinda of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto to the dealer, in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All nuaber plates for 110tor vehicles must be i ■■ued 

for a mini■ua period of 4 years, bear a di■tinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance afte, January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as ,equired in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that we•e displayed on motor vehicles befo,e 

that date. 

(4) In the case of moto,cars and trucks, numbe, plates 
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must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. Fo, 

numbe, plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be -used as a distinctive bo,der on stieh the 

license plates, and the wo,d "Montana• and the yea, must be 

placed across the bottom of the plates. Saeh The 

regist,ation plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a nuaber one or with a letter-number combination, auch 

as •A 1• or •u 1•# or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbe,s and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number COllbination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated f<om the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of aaeh 

the nuaerals and letters must be determined by the 

depa,t■ent, and all county and registration numbers must be 

of equal height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the mackings in this section provided, number 

plates ■ust bear the following distinctive markings: 
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(.a) .For vehicl.ea owned by the state, the department -y 

4aai§n.ate l:lH pr11£iz nuaber for tbe various state 

.....,.rtamrt.a . .All nWlbered platea iaaued to state department• 

-•t bear the words •state Owned•, and no !. year number -Y 

not be iadic.a1'ed th- on the plates becau- these 

auumered plates are of • peraanent nature and will be 

r.piaced by the departaent only when the physical condition 

of awabere4 plate• requires it. 

Cb) Por vehicle• that are owned by the countiea, 

aunicip11litiea,. irrl.g.ation diatricts organised under the 

la- of Jlontaaa sand not operating for profit, and acbool 

diatricta and· that are uaed .and operated by officiala and 

empioyees thereef in the line of duty and for vehicles on 

loan fraa the United Statee government or the atate of 

Jlontsana to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and 

operated by official■ and eaployees thereof in the line of 

outy, there _.t be placed on the number plate■ a■aigned 

etoereeo, in a position that the department may designate, 

the letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT•. Distinctive 

registration n-'>ers for plate• assigned to actor vehicle■ 

of each of the counties in the atate and thoae of the 

aunicipalitiea and acbool .diatricts situated within each of 

the .countiea .and those of the irrigation di■tricts that 

obtain J>latea within each county auat begin with nllllber one 

and be nllllbered consecutively. Becauae these nuaber plates 
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are 0£ a permanent nature, they are subject to replac-nt 

by the department only when the physical condition of the 

number plates requires it and a year number may not be 

diaplayed on the nWlber plates. 

(71 On all nwaber plates assigned to 110tor vehicle• of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-ex-pt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there aust appear the letter •T• or the 

word •TRucs• on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR• or the word •TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word •c~CLE• aust 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of .the aotorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Humber plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the aotorcycle or quadricycle type 

-y be transferred only to a replaceaent passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

Ho! registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a nwober plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of thi■ chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned nuabers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Mi ■soula, 4; 

Lewie and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 1S; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 1B; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20, Toole, 21, Big 
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Born, 221 Musselshell, 231 Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 281 Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 311 Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 341 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 361 Daniels, 371 Glacier, 381 

Pallon, 391 Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 421 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 451 Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 471 Liberty, 481 Park, 49; Garfield, 501 Jeffereon, 

51; Wibaux, 521 Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 541 Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties ■ust be assigned nu■bers 

by the depart■ent as they may be for■ed, beginning with the 

nuaber 57. 

ClO) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legialature, ezcept collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, ■ust be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided 

must be 

in subsection 

replaced by a 

CS), ezcept that the county number 

nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rule■ 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plate■, 

■ust be placed or ■ounted on a vehicle owned by the peraon 

who is eligible to re'ceive the■, and ■uat be removed upon 

sale or other dispoaition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates 1111st be issued to national guard member■, 

for■er priaonera of war, handica,pped paraona, reservists, 
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disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Barbor attack, 

veterans of tha armed services, or veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply 

with the following provisions: 

Ca) An active ■ember of the Montana national guard ■ay 

be isaued a apecial licenae plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letter• "IIG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

the■ , 

Cb) An active ■ember of the reaerve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be iasued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States ar■y rese.rve, AR 

Csy■bol)1 United States naval reserve, NR Canchor)1 United 

States air force reserve, APR (symbol); and United States 

■arine corps reserve, NCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each ar■ed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible me■ber of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 
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forc:ea o.f tbe .lJnit•d. States . .and wbo is 100\ .du.bled.because 

_of an injury tbat.b&B -been deteraiaed by tbe .d11partaent of 

veterans arfairs to be serviee,-conaected aay, upon 

presentation to tbe -dllJMlrt-nt .of proof of the .100\ 

diaability, be issued a special lieenae plate under tbia 

aection with a design or decal .diaplaying tbe letters •ov•. 

(1) ~he fee for original or ren-1 registration by a 

100\ disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or leas is ,$5 and is in 

lieu of .all other fees.and taxes for that vehicle under thia 

chapter. 

(ii) Special lieenae plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another .person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran ia not entitled to a special 

license plate for ■ore than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran'-& 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran i■ 

entitled to the parki~g privileges allowed a handicapped 

person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A IIOntana resident wbo ia a veter.an of the a-d 

forces of the United State■ and was captui:ed and held 

prisoner by a ailitary force of a foreign nation, docuaented 

by bis the veteran'• service record, .aay .upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special .license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words •.ex-prisoner of 
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-var• or an abbreviation - the 'depart-nt ,conaii:lera 

-appropriate. 

te) 'Upon payaent -of all taxes and feea required <by 

,parts 3 and 5 of this Chapter and upon furniahing.proof 

aatialactory to the depar-nt that the applicant -.ta the 

r-equir-nts of this ,-aubaection (8), the 'departaent shall 

issue to a llontana resident who ia a veteran of the araed 

-r•icee of the llnited State■ apecial ltc:en■e plates, for 

·one -tor vehicle only, ,deai9ned to indicate that the 

,applicant ia a eurvivor of tbe Pearl Barbor attack if tile 

applicant-was,& aeaber ,of the Dnited States araed forces on 

Deceaber 7, 1941, waa on station on Dece■ber 7, 1941, during 

the -bouu of 7:55 ,a.m. to 9:45 •••· (Hawaii tlae) at Pearl 

'Barbor, the island of Dahu, or offahore at a distance "Of not 

-re tun 3 ailea, "And received an honorable:diachatge ft­

the United States •r-d forces. If apecial license plates 

iaaued under tbia aubeection are lost, stolen, or autilated, 

the r-ecipient of the plates is entitled to replaceaent 

platea upon request and without charge. 

(f) A aotor vehicle owner -and resident of this atate 

who 1a a-veteran or the surviving apouae of a veteran -Of tbe 

araed aervioea ·of the u~ited -states aay be issued licen■e 

plates inacribed as provided in aubaection (lO)(f)(i) if be 

the veteran -was -separated fr-om the •r-d services under 

other than diahonor.able circU11Btancea or waa awarded the 
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purple heart aedal: 

ti) Upon subaission of pPeOfy-¼n-s-form--preeer¼Hd--ay 

the--depert■ent7--of--h¼e a department of defense form 214 

(00--214) or i~~~~uccessor ~ DOCOMENT!!. SHOWING AN 

0'l'l!Ell-TBAN-DISBONOIUUILI! DISCHARGE OR A REBIILIS'l'MEIITr proper 

identification, and other relevant documents to show the 

applicant's qualification under this subsection, there must 

be ia■ued to eeell the applicant, in lieu of the regular 

license plates prescribed by law, special license plates 

nu■bered in sets of two with a different number on each set. 

The plates ■ust display: 

IA) the word •VBTBRAN" and a symbol signifying the 

Dnited State■ army, Dnited States navy, United States air 

force, Dnited States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application, or 

(Bl a sy■bol repreaenting the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to ~ qualified 

we~erens veteran or to the veteran's surviving spouse. The 

plates must be placed or mounted on the vehicle owned by the 

veteran or the veteran's surviving ■pause designated in the 

application and must be removed upon sale 

dispoaition of the vehicle. 

or other 

(iii) Beeb ~ veteran or surviving spouse who receives 
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special license plates under this subsection (l0)(f) is 

liable for payment of all taxes and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special veteran's or 

purple heart medal license plate fee of $10. Dpon an 

original application for a license under this subsection 

(l0)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(Bl remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fand-to-the-ered¼t-of--the--depart■ent 

of--■¼¼¼tary--effe¼re--to-ae-eppropr¼eted-ay-the-¼eg¼e¼atnre 

account established in [section 1) for ADHINISTRATION, 

construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

veterans• cemetery. 

state 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person.• 

Nl!!W SEC'l'ION. Section 3. Codification instruction. 
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1 {Secti- l) ia intflldad to IN codified u an integral part 

2 of fit1e 10, cbaptar 2, part 6, and tbe provisions of Title 

3 10, chapter 2, part 6, apply·to {section 1). 

t 11EW S1!C'l'IOII. Section 4. ll!'fecti- date. [This act I ia 

5 effective July 1, 1993. 

-End-
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BOUSE BILL NO. 404 

INTRODUCED BY DEBRUYCKER, SIMPKINS, FRITZ, 

WISEMAN, PETERSON, QUILICI, GRADY, CRIPPEN, 

FORRESTER, J. JOHNSON, TVEIT, BLAYLOCK 

A BILL l!'OR AN ACT ENTITLED, "AN ACT CLARIFYING FUNDING FOR 

THE STATE VETERANS' CEMETERY; REVISING ELIGIBILITY FOR 

VETERANS' LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTION 61-3-332; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Special revenue account -- use 

of funds -- solicitation. (l) There is an account in the 

special revenue fund to the credit of the department of 

military affairs for the state veterans' cemetery. 

(2) Plot allowances, donations, and, as provided in 

61-3-332, revenue from veterans' license plate sales must be 

deposited into the account. 

(31 As appropriated by the legislature, money in the 

account may be used only for the construction, maintenance, 

operation, and administration of the state veterans' 

cemetery. 

(4) The department of military affairs may solicit 

veterans' license plate sales and donations an behalf of the 

state veterans' cemetery. 
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Section 2. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. (Teooporary) lluaber plates. (l) A motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive nwnber assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

110torcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

aotorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters •Meo• or 

the letters •Mc• and the word "DEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used 110torcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word •DEALER", one 

for dealers in used aotorcars only lincluding used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the 

letter •u• and the word "DEALER•, one for dealers in 

trailers and/or se■itrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters •DTR• or the letters •TR• and the word 

"DEALD•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters •ev• or the letter •R• and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned ~here~e to the dealer, in the 

position that the department designates. 
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(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a aini■u■ period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991. 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

14) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on sae~ the license plates, and the word "Montana• and the 

year must be placed across the plates. Saeh The registration 

plates must be treated with a reflectorized background 

material according to specifications prescribed by the 

department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "A l" or "AA lN, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 
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letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of 

the numerals and letters must be determined by 

stteh 

the 

department, and all county and registration numbers must be 

of equal height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings provided in this section, number 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and ne ~ year number may 

not be indicated eftereen on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requi[es it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not ope[ating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees eftereef in the line of duty and for vehicles on 
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loan from the United States goverllJlent or the state of 

Montana to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and 

operated by officials and employees thereof in the line of 

duty, there must be placed on the number plates assigned 

thereto, in a position that the department may designate, 

the letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT•. Distinctive 

registration numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles 

of each of the counties in the state and those of the 

municipalities and school districts situated within each of 

the counties and those of the irrigation districts that 

obtain plates within each county must begin with number one 

and be numbered consecutively. Because these number plates 

are of a permanent nature, they are subject to replacement 

by the department only when the physical condition of the 

number plates requires it and a year number may not be 

displayed on the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there ■uat appear the letter "T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters •Mc• or the word "CYCLE• must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 
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trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only tO a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

Ne ~ registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6: Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Bill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Born, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51: Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 
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61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county n11111ber 

must be replaced by a nonre■ovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who ls eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who CC>lllply 

with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG", The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

the•. 

lb) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

-7- HB 404 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0404/02 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol): and United States 

marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue. to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and who is 1001 disabled because 

of an injury that has been determined by the department of 

veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon 

presentation to the department of proof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV"~ 

(l) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

1001 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 
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(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for more than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran"s 

plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled veteran is 

entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped 

person 1 s vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by hie the veteran's service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war" or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by 

parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the 

requirements of this subsection (el, the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

aervices of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 
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Harbor, the island of 0ahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

the United States armed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran or the surviving spouse of a veteran of the 

armed services of the United States may be issued license 

plates inscribed as provided in subsection (lO)(f)(i) if he 

the veteran was separated from the armed services under 

other than dishonorable circumstances or was awarded the 

purple heart medal: 

(i) Upon submission of preef7-in-e-form-preeeribed-By 

~he-depar~meft~7-ef-h¼s a department of defense form 214 

(DD-214) or its successor OR DOCUMENTS SHOWING AN 

OTHER-THAN-DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE OR A REENLISTMENT, proper 

identification, and other relevant documents to show an 

applicant's qualification under this subsection, there must 

be issued to eaeh the applicant, in lieu of the regular 

license plates prescribed by law, special license plates 

numbered in sets of two with a different number on each set4 

The plates must display: 

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 
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force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(Bl a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to ~ qualified 

•eterans veteran or to the veteran's surviving spouse. The 

plates must be placed or mounted on the vehicle owned by the 

veteran or the veteran's surviving spouse designated in the 

application and must be removed upon sale or other 

disposition of the vehicle. 

Ciii) Bach~ veteran or surviving spouse who receives 

special license plates under this subsection (lO)(f) is 

liable for payment of all taxes and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special veteran's or 

purple heart medal license plate fee of $10. Upon an 

original application for a license under this subsection 

(lO)ff), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund-to-the-eredit-o~-the-depart■eftt 

of-■i¼itary-affaire-to-he-epproprieted--hy--the--¼e~ie¼etttre 

account established in (section l] for ADMINISTRATION, 
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construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans• cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)ff)(iii)(C). 

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July l, 1996) Nuaber plates. (1) A 

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearinq the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are 

motorcars, one for 

in 10 series: one series for owners of 

owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or guadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters "Mc• and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word 11 DEALER", one 
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for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the 

letter "u• and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters •TR" and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

"OF.ALER", and one for special license plates. All aarkings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned therets to the dealer, in the 

position that the department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles ■ust be issued 

for a ■inimua period of 4 years, bear a distinctive aarking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when nu■ber plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration nuabers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

depart■ent shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section, and it shall aanufacture the newly 

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991, 

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, 

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before 

that date. 

(4) In the caae of 110torcars and trucks, number plates 
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must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on s~eh the 

license plates, and the word "Montana• and the year must be 

placed across the bottom of the plates. Saeh The 

registration plates ■ust be treated with a reflectorised 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as •A 1• or •AA 1•, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number cOlllbination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of saeh 

the numerals and letters must be determined by the 

department, and all county and registration numbers must be 

of equal height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings in this section provided, number 

plates ■ust bear the following distinctive markings: 
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(a) For vehicles ovned by the state, the department -y 

designate the prefix nuaber for the various state 

departments. All nuabered plates issued to state departments 

aust bear the words •state owned•, and no~ year number may 

not be indicated thereon on the plates because these 

n1111bered plates are of a per-nent nature and will be 

replaced by the depart■ent only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(bl For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

e■ployees thereoE in the line of duty and for vehicles on 

loan from the United States government or the state of 

Montana to, or ovned by, the civil air patrol and used and 

operated by officials and e■ployees theteoE in the line of 

duty, there must be placed on the number plates assigned 

~here~e, in a position that the department may designate, 

the letter •x• or the word "EXEMPT" .. Distinctive 

registrat.ion numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles 

of each of the counties in the state and those of the 

municipalities and school districts situated within each of 

the counties and those of the irrigation districts that. 

obtain plates within each county ■ust begin with number one 

and be numbered consecutively. Because these number plates 
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are of a per-nent nature, they are subject to replacement 

by the depart-nt only when the physical condition of the 

number plates requires it and a year number -y not be 

displayed on the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-ezeapt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word •TROCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

•m• or the word •TRAILER• on plates assigned to trailers 

and hauaetrailers. The letters •MC• or the word "CYCLE" ■ust 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Nllllber plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

IUY be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

Ne! registration or license fee may~ be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, I: Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 31 Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, S; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21: Big 
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Born, 221 Musselshell, 231 Blaine, 241 Madison, 251 Pondera, 

261 Richland, 271 Powell, 281 Rosebud, 291 Deer Lodge, 301 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 351 Judith Basin, 361 Daniels, 371 Glacier, 38; 

Pallon, 391 Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 471 Liberty, 481 Park, 491 Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibauz, 521 Golden Valley, 531 Mineral, 541 Petroleum, 

551 Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the departaent as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or 110unted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and ■ust be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates ■ust be issued to national guard members, 

foraer prisoners of war, handicapped per ■ona, reservists, 

-17- BB 404 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

BB 0404/02 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Barbor attack, 

veterans of the ar■ed services, or veterans of the araed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply 

with the following provisions: 

(a) An active ■ember of the Montana national guard 11ay 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

the■• 

(b) An active aeaber of the reserve araed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state aay 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(sy■bol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (sy■bol)1 and United States 

marine corps reserve, l4CR (globe and anchor). The c011111anding 

officer of each ar■ed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible ■e■ber of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The ■ember 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed 
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forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled because 

of an injury that has been deter■ined by the department of 

veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon 

presentation to the depart■ent of proof of the 1001 

disability, be issued a special license plate under this 

section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV". 

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 

1001 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran 

are not transferable to another person. 

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special 

license plate for aore than one vehicle. 

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran"s 

plate and that is conveying a 

entitled to the parking privileges 

person's vehicle under this title. 

1001 disabled veteran is 

allowed a handicapped 

(d) A Montana resident 

forces of the United States 

vho is a veteran of the armed 

and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by hie the veteran's service record, ■ay upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words •ex-prisoner of 
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war• or an abbreviation the depart■ent considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon payaent of all taxes and fees required by 

parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof 

satisfactory to the depart■ent that the applicant ■eets the 

require■ents of this subsection (e}, the department shall 

issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

services of the United States special license plates, for 

one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the 

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Barbor attack if the 

applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during 

the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl 

Barbor, the island of Qahu, or offshore at a distance of not 

110re than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from 

the United States armed forces. If special license plates 

issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, 

the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement 

plates upon request and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is• veteran or the surviving spouse of a veteran of the 

ar-d services of the Onited States may be issued license 

plates inscribed as provided in subsection (lO)(f)(i) if he 

the veteran was separated froa the armed services under 

other than dishonorable circumstances or was awarded the 
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purple heart .. dal: 

Ci) Upon aubmiaaion of proofT-¼n-a-for■--preaer¼bed--by 

the--depsrt■efttT--af--h¼a a depart-nt ~f ~efenae for■ 214 

( D0-214 I ~9r~ its successor OR DOCUMENTS SBOIIING AN 

O'rRER-TBAN-DISBOtlORABLE DISCHARGE OR A REENLISTMENT, proper 

identification, and other relevant docuaenta to show the 

applicant's qualification under this subsection, there aust 

be issued to eaeh ~ applicant, in lieu of the regular 

licanse plate■ prescribed by law, special license plates 

nuabered in aeta of two with a different nuaber on each set. 

The plate■ aust display: 

CA) the word •vETERAN" and a syabol signifying ths 

United States aray, United States navy, United State■ air 

force, United States aarine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(B) a ayabol representing the purple heart medal, 

(ii) Platea ■uat be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue the■ to ~ qualified 

••~erane veteran or to the veteran's surviving spouse. The 

plates must be placed or aounted on the vehicle owned by the 

veteran or the veteran"s ~rvJving spouse designated in the 

application and must be reaoved upon sale 

disposition of the vehicle. 

or other 

(iii) Baeh ~ veteran or surviving spouse whc receives 
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special license plates under this subsection ClO)Cf) is 

liable for payment of all taxes and fees required under 

parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a special veteran's or 

purple heart medal license plate fee of $10. Upon an 

original application for a license under this subaection 

(lO)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

CB) reait $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(Cl deposit· the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fand-te-the-ered¼t-of--the--depsrtaent 

of--a¼¼¼tary--affaira--to-be-appropr¼ated-by-the-¼BfJ¼a¼atttre 

acc9unt established in (section l) for ADMINISTRATION, 

construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

veterans• ceaetery. 
state 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (10)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking perait under 49-4-301 aay, upon written 

application on a for■ prescribed by the department, be 

iaaued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person,• 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instl['uctlon ... 
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l (Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

2 of Title 10, chapter 2, part 6, and the provisions of -Title 

3 10, chapter 2, part 6, apply·to (section 1). 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. (This act] is 

S effective July 1, 1993. 

-End-
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