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Hm;e_ BILL NO. ﬁﬁ"’
1nrRoouceD BY Mecgp o Ld,-’:uf

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS TO ASSESS PROPERTY WITHIN A RURAL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT IN EQUAL AMOUNTS BASED ON THE TOTAL COST OF THE

IMPROVEMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-12-2151, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 7-12-2151, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-12-2151. Assessment of costs. (1) To defray the cost
of making or acquiring any of the improvements provided for
in this part, including incidental expenses, the board of
county commissioners shall assess the entire caost of the
improvements against benefited lots, tracts, or parcels of
land in the district, based upon the benefits received, and
shall adopt one or any combination of the following methods
of assesament for each improvement made or acquired for the
benefit of the district:

{a} Each lot, tract, or parcel of land assessed in such
the district may be assessed with that part of the whole
cost which its assessable area bears tc the assessable area
of all the benefited lots, tracts, or parcels in the
district, exclusive of streets, avenues, alleys, and public

places. For the purposes of this subsection (1)(aj).
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“assessable area" means an area of a lot, tract, or parcel
of land representing the benefit conferred upon the lot,
tract, or parcel by the improvement. Assessable area may be
less than but may not exceed the actual area of the lot,
tract, or parcel.

(b) Each 1lot, tract, or parcel of land assessed in the
district may be assessed with that part of the whole cost of
the improvement based upon the assessed value of the
benefited lots or pieces of land within said the district,
if the board determines sueh the assessment to be equitable
in proportion to and not exceeding the benefits received
£rom the improvement by the lot, tract, or parcel.

(c} Each 1lot, tract, or parcel of land in the district
abutting upon the street where the i-proveient has been made
may be assessed in proportion to its lineal feet abutting
the street.

(d) Each lot, tract, or parcel of land in the district

may be agssessed an equal amount based upon the total cost of

the improvement.

+d¥{e) Each lot, tract, or parcel of 1land in the
district served by a utility connection may be assessed an
egquitable lump sum for the connection based on the bid price
in the applicable contract. .

{2) The board may use one or any combination of methods
of assessment in a single special improvement district and,
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if more than oné improvement is undertaken, need not assess
each lot, tract, or parcel in the district for the cost of
all the improvements.

{3} The board in its discretion shaii-have-the-pewer-to
may pay the whole or any part of the cost of any street,
avenue, or alley intersection out of any funds in its hands
available for that purpose or to include the whole or any
part of sueh the costs within the amount of the assessment
to be paid by the benefited property in the district.”
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APPROVED BY COMH.
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

HOUSE BILL NO. 364
INTRODUCED BY MERCER, HARDING
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ALLOWING COUNTY
COHHISSIONERS TO ASSESS PROPERTY WITHIN A RURAL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT ARD WITHIN A ROAD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT IN EQUAL

AMOUNTS BASED ON THE TOTAL COST OF THE IMPROVEMENT; ALLOWING

A CITY COUNCIL OR COMMISSION TO ASSESS PROPERTY WITHIN A

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT IN EQUAL AMOUNTS BASED ON THE

TOTAL COST OF THE IMPROVEMENT; AND AMENDING SBE€¥X6N SECTIONS

7-12-2151, 7-12-4162, AND 7-14-2907, MCA.*

BE IT ENACTED BY TEE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. section 7-12-2151, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-12-2151. Assegament of costs. (1) To defray the cost
of making or acquiring any of the improvements provided for
in‘this part, including inﬁidental expenses, the board of
county commissicners shall assess the entire cost of the
improvements against benefited lots, tracts, or parcels of
l1and in the district, based upon the benefits received, and
shall adopt one or any combination of the following methods
of assessment for each improvement made or acquired for the
benefit of the district:
ta) Each lot, tract, or parcel of iand assessed in such

he district may be assessed with that part of the whole

@w lepiskdtrve Cource

i

L =T - - R - (N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

BB 0364/02

cost which its assessable area bears to the assessable area
of all the benefited lots, tracts, or parcels in the
district, exclusive of streets, avenues, alleys, and public
places. For the purposes of this subsection (1)(a),
"assessable area" means an area of a 1lot, tract, or parcel
of land representing the benefit conferred upon the lot,
tract, or parcel by the improvement. Assessable area may be
less than but may not exceed the actual area of the lot,
tract, or parcel.

(b) Each 1lot, tract, or parcel of land assessed in the
district may be assessed with that part of the whole cost of
the improvement based upon the asgsessed value of the
benefited lots or pieces of land within said the district,
if the board determines sueh the assessment to be equitable
in proportion to and not exceeding the benefits received
from the improvement by the lot, tract, or parcel.

{c) Each 1lot, tract, or parcel of land in the district
abutting upon the street where the improvement has been made
may be assessed in proportion to its lineal feet abutting

the street,

{d) Each 1lot, tract, or parcel of land in the district

may be assessed an equal amount based upon the total cost of

the improvement.

tdy(e) Each lot, tract, or parcel of land in the
district served by a utility connection may be assessed an

-2- HB 364
THIRD READING

ConseNT CALENDAR



L - - - RS R - L SR - S V)

1¢

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23
24
25

HB 0364,02

equitable lump sum for the connection based on the bid price
in the applicable contract.

(2) The board may use one or any combination of methods
of assessment in a single special improvement district and,
if more than 5ne improvement is undertaken, need not assess
each lot, tract, or parcel in the district for the cost of
all the improvements.

(3) The board in its discretion shaii-have-the-power-to
may pay the whole or any part of the cost of any street,
avenue, or alley intersection out of any funds in its hands
available for that purpose or to include the whole or any
part of sueh the costs within the amount of the assessment

to be paid by the benefited property in the district.”

SECTION 2. secTIiON 7-12-4162, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"7-12-4162. Assessment of costs -—- area option --

assessed valuation option -- equal amcunt option. (1) (a)

The city council or commission shall assess the entire cost
of an improvement against benefited property in the
district, each lot or parcel of land assessed within such
district to be assessed for that part of the whole cost
which its assessable area beaés to the assessable area of
all benefited lots or parcels in the distriet, exclusive of
streets, avenues, alleys, and public places. For the
purposes of this subsection, "assessable area” means an area

of a lot or parcel of land representing the benefit

~-3- HB 364
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conferred on the lot or parcel by the improvement.
Assessable area may be less than but may not exceed the
actual area of the lot or parcel.

(b) The council or commission, in its discretion, shall
have the power to pay the whcle or any part of the cost of
any street, avenue, or alley intersection out of any funds
in its hands available for that purpose or tc include the
whole or any part of such costs within the amount of the
assessment to be paid by the benefited property in the
district.

(¢) In order to egquitably apportion the cost of any of
the improvements herein provided for between that land
within the district which lies within 25 feet of the line of
the street on which the improvement is to be made and all
other benefited land within the district, the council or
.commission may, in the resolution creating any improvement
district, provide that the amount of the assessment against
the property in such district to defray the cost of such
improvements shall be s© aﬁsessed that each square foot of
land within the district lying within 25 feet of the line of
the otreet on which the improvements therein provided for
are made shall bear double the amount of cost of such
improvements per square foot of such land that each  square
foot of any other benefited land within the district shall

bear.

_q- HB 364
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(2) The city council or city commission may assess the
cost of an improvement against each lot or parcel of lané in
the district based on the assessed value of the benefited
lots or parcels of land within the district if the council
or commission determines such assessment to be eguitable and
in proportion to and not exceeding the benefits derived from
the improvement by the lot or parcel.

{3) The city council or city commission may assess each

lot or parcel of land in the district an egual amount based

upon the total cost of the improvement."

SECTION 3. SECTION 7-14-2907, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

*7-14-2907. Cost of road improvement districts -—-
property owner assessments. (1) The cost of operating a road
improvement district must be assessed upon all the benefited
property in the district based upon the benefits received,
and the board of county commissioners shall adopt one or any
combination of the following wmethods of assessment for
improvements made for the benefit of the district:

{a) Each parcel of benefited property assessed in such
district may be assessed with that part of the whole cost
which 1its asseasable area bears to the assessable area of
all the benefited parcels in the district, exclusive of
roads and public places. For the purposes of this subsection
{1)(a), “assessable area" means an area of a parcel of

benefited property representing the benefit conferred upon
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the parcel by the improvement. Assessable area may be less
than but may not exceed the actual area of the parcel.

(b) Each parcel of benefited property assessed in the
district may be assessed with that part of the wﬁole cost of
the improvement based upon the Assessed value of the
benefited parcels of land within said district if the board
determines such assessment to be equitable in proportion to
and not exceeding the benefits received from the improvement
by the parcel.

(c) EBach parcel of benefited property in the district
abutting upon the road where the improvement has been made
may ‘be assessed in proportion to its lineal feet abutting

the road.

(d) Each parcel of benefited property in the district

may be assessed an equal amount based upon the total cost of

the improvement.

(2) The board may use one or any combination of methods
of assessment in a single road improvement district and, if
more than one improvement is undertaken, need ﬁot assess
each parcel of benefited property in the district for the
cost of all the improvements.

(3) Not later than the first Monday in September of
each vyear, the board of county commissioners shall adopt a
resolution levying and assessing upon all the benefited

property in the district an amount equal to the total amount

-6- HB 364
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necessary for district operations. The amount necessary for
district operations is the total of: 7

(a) (i) the estimated amount for improvements as
authorized in 7-14-2903; and

{ii) the amount necessary to pay for debts for
authorized improvements that cost more than estimated in
previocus years;

{(b) less any amount in the road improvement district
fund, as provided for in 7-14-2908, that may be unspent,
unencumbered, and available for district use.

{4) t(a) It is the duty of the county treasurer to
collect the assessments in the same manner and at the same
time as taxes for general purposes are collected.

{b} When an assessment becomes delinquent, the unpaid
amount becomes a lien on'the Assessed parcel of land. The
collection of delinquent assessaments or enforcement of a
lien may be made by any-method authorized by law for the
collection or payment of taxes."”

-End-

-7~ HB 364
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HOUSE BILL NQ. 364
INTRODUCED BY MERCER, HARDING
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ALLOWING COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS TO ASSESS PROPERTY WITHIN A RURAL IMPROVEMENT

DISTRICT AND WITHIN A ROAD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT IN EQUAL

AMOUNTS BASED ON THE TOTAL COST OF THE IMPROVEMENT; ALLOWING
A CITY COUNCIL OR COMMISSION TO ASSESS PROPERTY WITHIN A

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT IN EQUAL AMOUNTS BASED ON THE

TOTAL COST OF THE IMPROVEMENT; AND AMENDING SBEPION SECTIONS

7-12-2151, 7-12-4162, AND 7-14-2907, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 7-12-2151, MCA, is amended to read:

®7-12-2151. Assessaent of costs. (1) Te defray the cost
of making or acquiring any of the improvements provided for
in this part, including incidental expenses, the board of
county commiasioners shall assess the entire cost of the
improvements against benefited lots, tracts, or parcels of
land in the district, based upon the benefits received, and

shall adopt one or any combination of the following methods

‘of assessment for each improvement made or acquired for the

benefit of the district:
{(a) Each lot, tract, or parcel of land assessed in such

the district may be assessed with that part of the whole
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cost which its asgsessable area bears to the assessable area
of all the benefited 1lots, tracts, or parcels in the
district, exclusive of streets, avenues, alleys, and public
places. For the purposes of thisg subsection (1yca),
"assessable area" means an area of a lot, tract, or parcel
of land representing the benefit conferred upon the lot,
tract, or parcel by the improvement., Assessable area may be
less than but may not exceed the actual area of the lot,
tract, or parcel.

(b} Each 1lot, tract, or parcel of land assessed in the
district may be assegged with that part of the whole cost of
the improvement based upon the assessed value of the
benefited lots or pieces of land within said the district,
if the board determines sueh the assessment to be equitable
in proportion to and not exceeding the benefits received
from the improvement by the lot, tract, or parecel,

{c) Each 1lot, tract, or parcel of land in the district
abutting upon the street where the improvement has been made
may be asseased in proportion to its 1lineal Ffeet abuvtting

the street.

{d) Each lot, tract, or parcel of land in the district

may be asseased an equal amcunt based upon the total cost of

the improvement.

td¥(e} Each lot, tract, or parcel of land in the

district served by a utility connection may be assessed an

-2~ HB 164
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egquitable lump sum for the connection based on the bid price
in the applicable contract.

{2} The board may use one or any combination of methods
of assessment in a single special improvement district and,
if more than one improvement is undertaken, need not assess
each lot, tract, or parcel in the district for the cost of
all the improvements.

(3) The board in its discretion shaii-have-the-power-to

-may Ppay the whole or any part of the cost of any street,

avenue, or alley intersection out of any funds in its hands
available for that purpose or to include the whole or any
part of sueh the costs within the amount of the assessment

to be paid by the benefited property in the district.”

SECTION 2. SECTION 7-12-4162, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

*7-12-4162. Asseasment of costs -~ area option -—--

assessed valuation option -- equal amount cption. (1) (a)

The city council or commission shall assess the entire cost
of an improvement against benefited property in the
district, each lot or parcel of land assessed within such
district to be assessed for that part of the whole cost
which its assessable area bea;s to the assessable area of
all benefited lots or parcela in the district, exclusive of
streets, avenues, alleys, and public places. For the
purposes of this subsection, “assessable area“ means an area

of a lot or parcel of land representing the benefit

-3- HB 364
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conferred on the lot or parcel by the improvement.
Assessable area may be less than but may not exceed the
actual area of the lot or parcel.

{b) The council or commission, in its discretion, shall
have the power to pay the whole or any part of the cost of
any street, avenue, or alley intersection out of any funds
in its hands available for that purpose or to include the
whole or any part of such costs within the amount of the
assessment to be paid by the benefited property in the
district.

(¢) In order to equitably apportion the cost of any of
the improvements herein provided for between that land
within the district which lies within 25 feet of the line of
the street on which the improvement is to be made and all
other benefited 1land within the district, the council or
commission may, in the resolution creating any improvement
district, provide that the amount of the assessment against
the property in such district to defray the cost of such
improvements shall be so assessed that each square foot of
land within the district lying within 25 feet of the line of
the street on which the improvements therein provided for
are made shall bear double the amount of cost aof such
improvements per sqguare foot of such land that each sgquare
foot of any other benefited land within the district shall

bear.

-4 HB 364
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(2) The city council or city commission may assess the
cost of an improvement against each lot or parcel of land in
the district based on the assessed value of the benefited
lots or parcels of land within the district if the council
or commission determines such assessment tc be equitable and
in proportion to and not exceeding the benefits derived from
the improvement by the lot or parcel.

{3) The city council or city commission may assess each

lot or parcel of land in the district an equal amount based

upon the total cost of the improvement."

SECTION 3. SECTION 7-14-2907, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

*7-14-2907. Cost of road improvement districts -
property owner assessments. (1) The cost of operating a road
improvement district must be assessed upon all the benefited
property in the district based upon the benefits received,
and the board of county commissioners shall adopt one or any
combination of the following methods of assessment for
improvements made for the benefit of the district:

(a) Each parcel of benefited property assessed in such
district may be aasessed with that part of the whole cost
which its assessable area bears to the assessable area of
all the benefited parcels in the district, exclusive of
roads and public places. For the purposes of this subsection
(l)(a), “assessable area" means an area of a parcel of

benefited property representing the benefit conferred upon

-5= HB 364
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the parcel by the improvement. Assessable area may be less
than but may not exceed the actual area of the parcel.

{b) Each parcel of benefited property assessed in the
district may be assessed with that part of the whole cost of
the improvement based upon the assessed value of the
benefited parcels of land within said district if the board
determines such assessment to be equitable in propertion to
and not exceeding the benefits received from the improvement
by .the parcel.

{(c) Each parcel of benefited property in the district
abutting upon the road where the improvement has been made
may be assessed in proportion to its lineal feet abutting

the road.

(4) Each parcel of benefited property in the district

may be assessed an equal amount based upon the total cost of

the improvement.

(2) The board may use one or any combination of methods
of assessment in a single road improvement district and, if
more than one improvement is undertaken, need not assess
each parcel of benefited property in the district for the
cost of all the improvements.

(3) WMot later than the first Monday in September of
each year, the board of county commissioners shall adopt a
resolution levying and assessing upon all the benefited

property in the district an amount equal to the total amount

~6- HB 364
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neceasary for district operations. The amount necessary for
district operations is the total of:

{ay (i) the estimated amount for improvements as
authorized in 7-14-2903; and

(ii) the amount necessary to pay for debts for
authorized improvements that cost more than estimated in
previous years;

{b) less any amount in the road improvement district
fund, as provided for in 7-14-2988, that may be unspent,
unencumbered, and available for district use.

{4} (a) It 1is the dJuty of the county treasurer to
collect the assessments in the same manner and at the same
time as taxes for general purposes are collected.

{b) When an assessment becomes delinguent, the unpaid
amount becomes a lien on the assessed parcel of land. The
collection of delinguent assessments or enforcement of a
lien may be made by any method authorized by law for the
collection or payment of taxes.”

-End-
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