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HOUSE BILL NO. 336 

INTRODUCED BY BIRD, EWER, CLARK, VOGEL, 
MCCAFFREE, FOSTER, GILBERT 

JANUARY 23, 1993 

FEBRUARY 16, 1993 

FEBRUARY 17, 1993 

FEBRUARY 18, 1993 

FEBRUARY 19, 1993 

FEBRUARY 22, 1993 

MARCH 19, 1993 

MARCH 20, 1993 

MARCH 22, 1993 

MARCH 23, 1993 

MARCH 24, 1993 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 97; NOES, 1. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THE DAY. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 39; NOES, 10. 

RETURNED TO HOOSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 



SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ABOLISHING THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT A CERTIFICATION OF PROOF OF COMPLIANCE WITH 

THE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW BE SIGNED BY A MOTOR 

VEHICLE OWNER BEFORE THE OWNER MAY REGISTER THE VEHICLE; 

ABOLISHING THE PENALTY FOR FALSIFYING A CERTIFICATION; 

PROVIDING THAT THE REGISTRATION RECEIPT MUST STATE THAT IT 

IS UNLAWFUL TO OPERATE A VEHICLE WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH THE 

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-6-302, 

MCA~• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section_ 1. section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-6-302. Proof of coapliance. (l) Bxcept-as--prov½ded 

½n-sabseet½on-tit7-befare-any-app¼½eant-reqa½red-to-req½ster 

his--ao~or--vehiele-may-do-so7-the-app¼¼eant-must-certify-to 

the--eoanty--trea■~rer--that--he--pessesses--an---aatomobt¼e 

¼iabi¼ity-inaarance-pa¼icy7-a-eert½fieate-of-se¼f-inaaranee7 

or--a--pasted--indemnity--bond-or-that-he-is-eliqible-for-an 

e•e•~¼on-ander-6¼-6-383-eoYer¼ng--the--motor--vehiele•--~he 

eertifieatian---sha¼¼---be--on--a--Eorm--preseribed--by--the 

depertmentT--~he--department--may--¼-e~iate¼y--eanee¼---the 

re9istretion---and---¼ieense--p¼ates--of--the--vehie¼e--~pon 
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not¼fieation--that--the--iftsttraftee--eer~ifieatioft--was---not 

eerreet¼y-represented•-Any-person-who-intentional¼y-providee 

Ealse-inferaatien-on-an-insuranee-eertitication-is-gttilty-e~ 

ttnswern-£a¼sifieation-te-authorities,-punishab¼e-as-provided 

in--45-T-i83• The registration receipt required by 61-3-322 

must contain a statement that unless the vehicle is eligible 

for ~n exemption under 61-6-303, it is unlawful to operate 

the vehicle without a valid motor vehicle liability 

insurance policy, a certificate of ~elf-insurance, or a 

posted indemnity bond, as required by 61-6-301. 

tit--lU't--app¼ieant--fer--registratien-ef-a-metor-vehie¼e 

whe-wiahea-to-register-the--vehiele--by--mai¼--mttst--sign--a 

statement--on--the-applieation-stat¼ng-tftat-tfte-app¼icant-is 

in-comp¼iance-with-the-£inancia¼-¼iabi¼ity--reqttirementa--o£ 

6l-6-39lT 

t3till An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to 

maintain the insurance or bond required or whose certificate 

of self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle ceases to be 

exempt shall immediately surrender the registration and 

license plates for the vehicle to the county treasurer for 

delivery to the department and may not operate or permit 

operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has 

again been furnished as required and the vehicle is again 

registered and licensed. 

t4till Every person shall carry in a motor vehicle 

-2-
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l being operated by h±m the person an insurance card approved 

2 by the department but issued by the insurance carrier to the 

3 motor vehicle owner as proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A 

4 motor vehicle operator shall exhibit the insurance card upon 

5 demand of a justice of the peace, a city or municipal judge, 

6 a peace officer, a highway patrol officerr or a field deputy 

7 or inspector of the department. However, no~ person charged 

8 with violating this subsection may not be convicted if he 

9 the person produces in court or the office of the arresting 

10 officer proof of insurance valid at the time of his arrest." 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY 
ON HIGHWAYS 

COMMITTEE 
& TRANSPORTATION 

/.J.ouJe BILL NO. _13.fe 

BY ¼~d cf?,.,~A 04,,/a~-1« 
~ E) .!J~.;;t: 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ABOLISHING THE 

REOUIREMENT THAT A CERTIFICATION OF PROOF OF COMPLIANCE WITH 

THE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW BE SIGNED BY A MOTOR 

VEHICLE OWNER BEFORE THE OWNER MAY REGISTER THE VEHICLE; 

ABOLISHING THE PENALTY FOR FALSIFYING A CERTIFICATION; 

PROVIDING THAT THE REGISTRATION RECEIPT MUST STATE THAT IT 

IS UNLAWFUL TO OPERATE A VEHICLE WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH THE 

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-6-302, 

MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-6-302. Proof of ccmpliance. (1) Bxeept-as--pro•ided 

in-sabseetion-titT-before-enr-•pplieant-r~aired-to-re9ister 

his--110tor--•ehie¼e--r-do-ao7-the-applieant-■aat-eertifr-to 

the--eoanty--treaanrer--that--he--peaaeaaea--an---anteao~i¼e 

¼iabi¼ity-inettranee-pe¼¼ey7-a-eertifieate-ef-seif-inaaranee7 

or--a--posted--inde■nitr--bond-or-that-he-ia-e¼i9ible-for-an 

e•e■pt¼en-ander-6¼-6-383-eoYering--the--moter--wehie¼eT--~he 

eertifieation---shal¼---be--on--a--fora--preeeribed--by--the 

depart■ent.--~he--depart■ent--■-r--i-ediate¼y--eaneel---the 

registratien---and---¼*cense--p¼ates--ef--the--wehie¼e--~pen 
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notifieation--thet--the--inaaranee--eertifieation--was---not 

eorreet¼y-repreaentedT-Any-person-wfto-intentiena¼¼y-pro•idea 

fa¼ee-inferaation-on-an-insaranee-eertifieatien-ia-gai¼ty-o~ 

nnaworn-fa¼aitieation-to-aather¼tieay-pttniahab¼e-aa-prowided 

in--45-~-i83. The registration receipt required by 61-3-322 

must contain a s~~te■ent that unless the vehicle is eli~ible 

fo[ an e~emption under 61-6-303, it is unlawful to operate 

the vehicle without a valid motor vehicle liability 

insurance policy, a certificate of self-insurance, or a 

posted indemnity bond, as required by 61-6-301. 

tit--An--appiieant--fer--reg¼straticn-er-a-moter-vehie¼e 

who-wiahea-to-re9iater-the--weftie¼e--by--11ai¼--■aat--aign--a 

atate■ent--on--the-app¼ieatien-statin~-that-the-app¼icant-ia 

in-eoap¼ianee-with-the-tinaneia¼-¼iabi¼ity--reqnire■enta--0£ 

61-6-381. 

t3t1ll An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to 

maintain the insurance or bond required or whose certificate 

of self-insu[ance is canceled or whose vehicle ceases to be 

exempt shall i-ediately surrender the registration and 

license plates for the vehicle to the county treasurer for 

delivery to the depart■ent and may not operate or permit 

operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has 

again been furnished as required and the vehicle is again 

registered and licensed. 

t•till Every person shall carry in a motor vehicle 

-2- ~e,;m. 
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1 being operated by hi■ the person an insurance card approved 

2 by the department but issued by the insurance carrier to the 

J motor vehicle owner as proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A 

4 motor vehicle operator shall exhibit the insurance card upon 

s demand of a justice of the peace, a city or municipal judge, 

6 a peace officer, a highway patrol officer, or a field deputy 

7 or inspector of the department. However, ne ~ person charged 

8 with violating this subsection may not be convicted if he 

9 the~ produces in court or the office of the arresting 

10 officer proof of insurance valid at the time of h¼a arrest." 

-End-

-3-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ABOLISHING THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT A CERTIFICATION OF PROOF OF COMPLIANCE WITH 

THE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW BE SIGNED BY A MOTOR 

VEHICLE OIINER BEFORE THE OIINER MAY REGISTER THE VEHICLE; 

ABOLISHING THE PENALTY FOR FALSIFYING A CERTIFICATION; 

PROVIDING THAT THE REGISTRATION RECEIPT NUST STATE THAT IT 

IS UNLAWFUL TO OPERATE A VEHICLE WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH THE 

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW; AND MENDING SECTION 61-6-302, 

MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 61-6-302, NCA, is a■ended to read: 

"61-6-302. Proof of co■pliance. (l) B•eept-••--pre•ided 

in-sabseetien-titT-befere-■n7-■pplte■nt-recialred-te-re9ister 

his---tor--•ehiele--7-do-■0T-the-■pplie■nt--st-eertif7-to 

the--eeanty--tree■arer--thet--~e--poeeeeeea--•~---etttoae~ile 

li■bilit7-insaranee-pelie7T-a-eertifieate-ef-self-insarane■T 

or--a--pested--inde■nit7--bend-er-that-he-is-eli9ible-for-an 

ewe■ptten-~ftder-6¼-6-383-eo•erin~--the---,ter--•ehic¼e•--•he 

eertifieatien---shall---be--en--■--for■--pre■eribed--b7--the 

depart■ent7--•he--dep■ rt■ent---7--i-ediatel7--e■neel---the 

re~istretien---and---lieenae--p¼ete9--ef--the--•eh+e¼e--apen 
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-tlfleatien--that--the--in■ar■nee--eertifteatlen--•••---net 

eerreetly-repre■entN?-Any-per■on-whe-lntenttenally-pre•ide■ 

fal■e-lnfer■■tien-en-an-ln■aranee-eertlfleatlen-la-9allty-of 

an■-rn-fal■lfleatien-te-aatheritiesT-pant■habla-a■-pro•lded 

ln--4S-~-il3T The registration receipt required by 61-3-322 

au■ t contain a stat.-nt that unles■ the vehicle is eligible 

for an exe■ption under 61-6-303 1 it i ■ unlawful to operate 

the vehicle without a valid ■otor vehicle liabilit~ 

insurance policy, a certificate of self-insurance, or a 

posted inde■nity bond, aa required by 61-6-301. 

tit--Aft--applie■nt--fer--re<Ji■tratien-ef-■--ter-•ehiele 

wl'le-viahes-te-regl■ter-the--•ehtele--by--■ail--•a■t--■i9n--a 

st■te-nt--en--the-applieatien-statin9-t~at-the-applieant-ia 

ift-ee■pli■ftee~vith-the-finaneial-liabtllty--reciaire-nta--ef 

6t-6-38tT 

t3till An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to 

aaintain the insurance or bond required or whose certificate 

of self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle ceases to be 

exempt shall i-ediately surrender the registration and 

license plates for the vehicle to the county treasurer for 

delivery to the depart■ent and aay not operate or permit 

operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has 

again been furnished as required and the vehicle is again 

registered and licensed. 

t4ti}_l Every ~rson shall carry in a motor vehicle 

-2- ~'°~ 
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1 being operated by hi• the person an insurance card approved 

2 by the department but issued by the insurance carrier to the 

J aotor vehicle owner as p~oof of coapliance·with 61-6-301. A 

4 J1tOtor vehicle operator shall exhibit the insur•nce c•rd upon 

5, demand of a justice of the peace, a -city or •unicipal judge, 

6 a peace officer, a highway patrol orficer, or a fi@ld deputy 

7 or inspectoc of the departaent. However, fle ~ person charged 

8 with violatiR9 this subsection -y not be convicted if he 

9 the person produces in court or the office of the ~rr.ating 

10 of fie.er proof of insu.ra.nce valid •t the tiae of Ilia arf'est. • 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 336 

INTRODUCED BY BIRD, EWER, CLARK, VOGEL, 

MCCAFFREE, FOSTER, GILBERT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ABOLISHING THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT A CERTIFICATION OF PROOF OF COMPLIANCE WITH 

THE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW BE SIGNED BY A MOTOR 

VEHICLE OWNER BEFORE THE OWNER MAY REGISTER THE VEHICLE; 

ABOLISHING THE PENALTY FOR FALSIFYING A CERTIFICATION; 

PROVIDING THAT THE REGISTRATION RECEIPT MUST STATE THAT IT 

IS UNLAWFUL TO OPERATE A VEHICLE WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH THE 

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-6-302, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-6-302. Proof of compliance. (l) Bxcept-as--pro•ided 

in-ettbaeetion-tlt,-before-any-app¼ieant-re~ttired-to-register 

hia--motor--vehiele-may-do-so7-the-app¼ieant-mttat-eertify-to 

tfte--cottnty--treasttrer--that--he--pesseeses--an---atttomobile 

½iabi¼ity-inettra"ee-po¼icy7-a-certi£ieate-0£-se¼£-insttranee, 

er--a--poeted--indemnity--bond-or-that-he-is-e¼igib¼e-£or-an 

exemption-ttnder-6¼-6-383-eovering--the--motor--wehie¼eT--~he 

eerti£ieation---sha¼¼---be--on--a--form--prescribed--by--the 

de~~rtfflentT--~he--department--11\ay--immediate¼y--canee¼---the 

~,.. , .. ,.,.,,.. cound 
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reg¼strat¼on---and---l¼eense--p¼ates--of--the--•ehiele--ttpon 

noti!ieation--that--the--insttranee--eert¼£ieat¼on--was---not 

eerreet¼y-representedT-Any-peraon-who-inten~iona¼¼y-pro•ides 

£a¼se-¼n£ermat¼en-on-an-insttranee-eerti£ieat¼on-is-gtti¼ty-o£ 

ttnswern-£a¼si£¼eation-te-atttfteritiea7 -pttnishab¼e-as-prev¼ded 

in--45-~-i83. The registration receipt required by 61-3-322 

must contain a statement that unless the vehicle is eligible 

for an exemption under 61-6-303, it is unlawful to operate 

the vehicle without a valid motor vehicle liability 

insurance policy, a certificate of self-insurance, or a 

posted indemnity bond, as required by 61-6-301. 

tit--An--applieant--fer--registratien-of-a-motor-vehie¼e 

who-w¼shes-te-register-the--vehie¼e--by--Ma¼¼--mttst--sign--a 

statement--on--the-app¼ieatien-stating-that-the-app¼ieant-¼s 

in-eomplianee-with-the-financia¼-liabi¼ity--reqttirements--oE 

61-6-381. 

t3tfil An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to 

maintain the insurance or bond required or whose certificate 

of self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle ceases to be 

exempt shall iilllllediately surrender the registration and 

license plates for the vehicle to the county treasurer for 

delivery to the department and may not operate or permit 

operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has 

again been furnished as required and the vehicle is again 

registered and licensed. 

-2- HB 336 

REFERENCE BILL 



HB 0336/02 

1 t4till Every person shall carry in a motor vehicle 

2 being operated by him the person an insurance card approved 

3 by the department but issued by the insurance carrier to the 

4 motor vehicle owner as proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A 

5 motor vehicle operator shall exhibit the insurance card upon 

6 demand of a justice of the peace, a city or municipal judge, 

7 a peace officer, a highway patrol officer, or a field deputy 

8 or inspector of the department. However, no~ person charged 

9 with violating this subsection may not be convicted if he 

10 the person produces in court or the office of the arresting 

11 officer proof of insurance valid at the time of his arrest." 

-End-

-3- HB 336 




