HOUSE BILL NO. 254
INTRCDUCED BY LARSON
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
IN THE HOUSE

JANUARY 21, 1993 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

FEBRUARY 2, 1993 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL

DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED.
FEBRUARY 3, 1993 PRINTING REPORT.
FEBRUARY 4, 1993 SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED,
FEBRUARY 5, 1993 ENGROSSING REPORT.
FEBRUARY 6, 1993 THIRD READING, PASSED.

AYES, 76; NOES, 20.
TRANSMITTED TO SENATE.
IN THE SENATE

FEBRUARY 9, 1993 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTERL
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

MARCH 5, 1993 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT
ADOPTED.

MARCH &6, 1993 SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN.

MARCH 8, 1993 THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.

AYES, 38; NOES, 10.
RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS.
IN THE HOUSE

MARCH 31, 1993 SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS
CONCURRED IN,

APRIL 2, 1993 THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS
CONCURRED IN,



SENT TO ENROLLING.

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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INTRODUCED BY 1£Zgi ALOMN

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW

CONCERNING VEHICLE LOADS; REDUCING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
WEIGHT ON AXLES EQUIPPED WITH SINGLE TIRES; AMENDING

SECTIONS 61-10-101, 61-10-107, 61-10-108, 61-10-109,

61-1¢-110, 61-10-121, 61-10-124, 61-10-126, 61-10-128,
61-10-141, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-201, 61-10-202, AND

61-10-210, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 61-10-105, MCA."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE QF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-10-101, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10~-101. Standards of maxisum dimensions, weights,
etc. The standards provided for in 61-10-102 through

61-10-104 and 6$1-10-106 through 61-10-110 govern the maximum

dimensions, weights, and other characteristics of motor
vehicles operating over the highways in the state to the
exclusion of other standards or other regquirements

respecting the subject matter."
Section 2. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-107. Maximum gross weight - when permit

required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of

20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40
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inches or 1less than 96 inches apart may carry a lcad in

excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total 1load

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are

included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 4¢

inches apart, extending across the full width of the

vehicle. Por purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or
less apart are considered as a single axle. A vehicle or
combination may not have more than nine axles. The maximum
gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or
combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula:
W = SO00({LN/({R -~ 1)} + 12N + 36)

in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet,
and N equals number of axles, except that two consecutive
sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds
each if the overall distance between the first and last
axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or
more.

(2) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the
requirements of subsection (1), tts-maximum—load-per-inch—of
tife—~wideh7-exeinding—the—steering—aiieT—may-not-exeeed—GBO
poundar-based--on--the——tabie—-in--63-30-365¢34= all axles

bearing an axle load in excess of 10,000 pounds, except for

the steering axle or an axle equipped with wide-base tireg,

must have at least four tires. In lieu of four tires per

axle, an axle may be equipped with wide-base tires. The

L HB &g
INTRODUCED BILL




1¢
11
i2
13
14
13
i6
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0223/01

maximum 1load on axles equipped with wide-base tires is

limited to 450 pounds per inch of tire width. For the

purposes  of this section, wide-base tires are tires with a

nominal width of 14 or more inches. All tires must be given

credit for the nominal width when calculating allowable

weight under this section.

{3) If the gross weight of a wvehicle or combination
exceeds 80,000 pounds, the vehicle or combination must have
a special permit, which may be issued in the discretion of
the department of transportation based on evaluation of
safety, highway capacity, and economics of highway
maintenance and vehicle operation. The fee is $20 per trip
permit or $100 per term permit. A term permit may not be
issued for a period of time greater than the pericd for
which the GVW license is valid. Owners of vehicles licensed
in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the
department, purchase permits to expire with their
registration. Permits may specify and permits issued under
61-10-124(6) must specify highway routing.

(4) A special permit issued under subsection (3) for
the transportation of agricultural products by farm vehicles
from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery to
the point of first unloading is for the full term of the
harvest season of the agricultural product transported.

(S) This section does not apply to highways that are a
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part o©f the national system of interstate and defense
highways (as referred to in 23 U.S.C. 127) when application
of this section would prevent this state from receiving

federal funds for highway purposes.”

Section 3. Section 61-10-108, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-108. Reduction under special circumstances. The
maximum axle and axle group loads stated in 6%-386-165
$1-10-107 are subject to reasonable reduction in the
discretion of the department of transportation during
periods when road subgrades have been weakened by water

saturation or other causes."

Section 4. sSection 61-10-109%, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-109. Operation without special permits
prohibited. The operation of vehicles or combinations of
vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the
maximum limits specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and

61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized

by special permit issued by the department of transportation
or its agents or the highway patrol."
Section 5. section 61-10-110, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-110. Federal law. Sections 61-10-101 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-109 do not authorize,

without a permit issued as provided by law, the operation of
a combination of vehicles having a gross weight, axle load,

or size in excess of that authorized in those sectionsy or
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the operation of a combination of vehicles con the national
system of interstate and defense highways having a gross
weight or size in excess of that permitted by law in this
state before July 1, 1956, or by federal law or regulation
in excess thereof, which is adopted. If federal law allows
establishment of size and weight limits in excess of those
permitted in those secticnsy without penalty or denial of
federalr funds for highway purposes, the department aof
transportation may, by permit designating highway routing,
authorize the movement on highways under its ijurisdiction of
vehicles or combinations of vehicles of a size or weight in
excess of the limits provided for in those secticnsy but
within the 1limits necessary to qualify for federal-aid

highway funds.*

Section 6. Ssection 61-10-121, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-121. Permitg for excess gize and weight. (1)
Upon application and with good cause shown, the department
of transportation and local authorities in their respective
jurisdictions may issue telephonically or in writing a
special permit authorizing the applicant to operate or move
a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other
thing of a size or weight exceeding the maximum specified in

61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110

upon a highway wunder the jurisdiction of and for the

maintenance of which the body granting the permit is
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responsible. However, only the department may issue permits
for movement of a vehicle or combination of vehicles
carrying built-up or reducible loads in excess of 9 feet in
width or exceeding the length, height, or weight specified

in §1-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through

61-10-110. This permit must be issued in the public
interest. A carrier receiving this permit must have public
liability and property damage insurance for the protection
of the traveling public as a whole. A permit may not be
issued for a pericd greater than the period for which the
GVW 1license 1is valid, including grace periods, as provided
in this title. Owners of vehicles 1licensed in other
jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the department,
purchase permits to expire with their registration. a
license required by the state governs the issuance of a
special permit. The department may issue to dealers in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery
oversize permits, which may be transferred from unit to unit
by the dealer, for the fee set forth in 61-10-124. These
oversize permits may not restrict dealers in implements of
husbandry and self-propelled machinery from traveling on a
Saturday or Sunday and expire on December 31 of each year,
with no grace peried. For the purposes of this section, a
dealer in implements of husbandry or self-propelled

machinery must be a resident of the state. R post-office box

....6..
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number is not a permanent address under this section.

{2} The applicant for a special permit shall
specifically describe the powered vehicle or towing vwvehicle
and generally describe the type of vehicle, combination of
vehicles, load, object, or other thing to be operated or
moved and the particular state highways over which the
vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other
thing is to be moved and whether the permit is required for

a single trip or for continuous operation."

Section 7. section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-10-124. Special permits -- fee —— cranes. (1) As
used in this section, *“crane" means a self-propelled
éingle-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles
and used for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights
by means of a projecting swinging arm.

(2) Except as provided in subsections ({3)(b), (3)(4),
and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross
vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip pérmit and a

fee of §75 for each term permit issued for size and weight

in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must be paid for all

movements under special permits on the public highways under
the jurisdiction of the department of transportation.
(1) (a) BExcept as provided in subsections (3)}(b),

{3)(d), (6), and (7), term or blanket permits may not be
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issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles,
load, or other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength
vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other
thing in excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle,
combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of
14 feety or of a 1limit determined by the department. A
vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in
excess of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A
Rocky Mcuntain double may not exceed 81 feet in combined
trailer 1length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the
combination may not exceed 48 feet in length. A Rocky
Mountain double is not subject to a combination length
limit. Special permits for vehicle combinations of more than
two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to
carry a 1load are not permitted except as provided in
subsections (6) and (7). Special permiis for vehicle
combinationa may specify and special permits under
subsections (6) and (7) must specify highway routing and
otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the
vehicle or combination, including but not limited to
required equipment, speed, stability, cperational
procedures, and insurance.

(b} A term permit may be issued to a dealer in

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection

_8*
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(3){a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a
periced of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year,
with no grace period.

(c) With paymeni of the appropriate gross weight fees
required by 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with payment of the
fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable gross weight of
a five-axle combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds.

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of
vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed
100 feet in combination length, except a
truck-trailer—trailer or a truck
tractor—-semitraller-trailer-trailer combination, for travel
only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate
system, as defined in 60-1-103, or cn other highways within
a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system
in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload
at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius,
the department may authorize travel between the terminal and
the interchange. The fee for this permit is $125.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b}, a permit
may not be issued for a period of time greater than the
period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in
this title, including grace periods allowed by this title.
Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at

the discretion of the department of transportation, purchase

-9-
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permits to expire with their registration. A license
required by the state governs the issuance of a special
permit.

{5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross
vehicle weight of 1less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a
30-day special permit for overweight If the <crane has a
current special mobile equipment identification plate and if
the department ot transportation has approved the
configuration of the crane through a weight analysis
completed within the same calendar year. The permit is not
transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

(6) The department may issue special permits to the
operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or trﬁck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles
under the following conditions:

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways
that are part cof the federal-aid interstate system as
defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an
interchange on the interstate system on cther highways only
in order to obtain necessary services or to lcad or unload
at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius,
the department may authorize travel between the terminal and
the interchange,

{b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over

{tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed

_10_
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overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers and overhang;

{c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional
truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet,
inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

{d} ne an individual cargc unit of the combination may
not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width;

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on
the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross
weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed
the formula in 61-10-107;

{f) the combination must have a restricted route permit
under 61-10-107{3) and a special overlength permit issued at

a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit;

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to

specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or
seasonal periods; and

{h} the department may enforce any other restrictions
determined by the department to be necessary. The permit is
not transferable, and the fee For the permit is $200.

(7) The department of transportation may issue special
permits under subsection (6) for vehicle combinations
congisting of a truck-trailer-trailer if:

(a) the vehicle combination‘'s overall length inclusive

of front and rear bumpers is not more than 95 feet;
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{b) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a
permit under this subsection (7} ocperated the
truck~trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987;

(c) truck-trailer-trailer operations are restricted to
the specified routes those wehicles operated on before July
1, 1987; and

(d) a person, firm, or corporation applying £for a
permit provides the department of transportation with an
affidavit designating the routes the vehicle operated on

before July 1, 1487."
Section 8. section 61-10-126, MCA, is amended to read;

"61-10-126. Depoait of fees. All fees collected under
61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-125

shait must be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit

in the state highway account in the state special revenue

fund."”
Section 9. section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read:
®61-10-128. ({(Temporary) When authorities may restrict
right to use roadway. (1) Neither the department nor a local
authority may alter the limitations provided in 61-10-141

through 61-10-104 and &1-10-106 through 61-10-110 or

substitute other limitations or requirements, except as
provided in this section,
{2} The department of transportation by order, or a

local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may

-12-
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prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the
weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway
under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is
responsible for maintenance whenever .the highway will be
seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow,
or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on
the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehigle weights
and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or
the authority whieh that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall erect signs designating the department's order or the
authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that
portion of the highway affected, and the order or cordinance
or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected.
The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution,
may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial
vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on
designated highways, subject to the provisicns of subsection
{3). These prohibitions and limitations shat}t must be
designated by appropriate signs placed on the highways.

{3) Neither the department nor a local authority may
prohibit the operation of or impose a restriction on the
weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potataoes
that is traveling on a public highway if:

{a} the vehicle is being operated within its legal

licengsed gross vehicle weight;
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{b) a permit has been issued under 61-10-107(3},
regardless of the vehicle's gross weight, specifying the
route from point of loading to the nearest nonrestricted
road; and

(¢) the driver has in-his possession of a federal-state
inspection certificate issued for the load.

(4) A permit issued under subsecticn (3) may be revoked
for violating any condition of the permit. (Terminates June
30, 1993--sec. 2, Ch, 476, L. 1991.)

61-10-128. (Effective July 1, 1993) when authorities
may restrict right to use roadway. (1) A local authority may
not alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or substitute

other limitations or requirements, except as provided in
this section.

{(2) The department of transportation by order, or a
local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may
prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the
weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway
under its respective Jurisdiction and for which it is

responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be

seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow,

- or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on

the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights

and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or

-14-
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the authority which that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall erect signs designating the department’'s order or the
authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that
portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance
or rescluticon is not effective until the signs are erected.
The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution,
may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial
vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on
designated highways. These prohibitions and 1limitations
shait must be designated by appropriate signs placed on the
highways."

Section 10. section 61-10-141, MCA, is amended to read:

#51-10-141. Officers authorized to weigh vehicles and
require removal of excessive loads —— enforcement of motor
carrier safety standards —— duty to obtain bills of lading
for agricultural seeds. (1) A peace officer, officer of the
highway patrol, or employee of the department of

transportation may weigh any vehicle regulated by 61-10-101

thzough 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110, except

recreaticnal vehicles as defined in 61-1-132, either by
means of portable or stationary scales, and may require that
the vehicle be driven torthe nearest scales if those scales
are within 2 miles, That person may then require the driver
to unload immediately that portion of the 1oad necessary to

decrease the weight of the vehicle to conform to the maximum
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allowable weights specified in 61-10-~101 through 61-10-104

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110.

(2) Commodities and material unloaded as required by
this section shaii must be cared for and removed from the
highway right-of-way by the owner or operator of the vehicle
at the risk of that owner or operator. The removal shai?
must be within a reasonable time designated by the person
who has compelled the unloading.

(3) The department of transportation may establish,
maintain, and operate weigh stations, either intermittently
or on a continuous schedule, and may require vehicles,
except passenger cars and pickup trucks under 8,000 pounds
G.V.W. and recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132
(that are not new or used recreational vehicles traveling
into or through Montana for delivery to a distributor or a
dealer}, to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection
for compliance with all laws pertaining to their operation
and safety requirements.

(4) The department of transportation shall work with
the highway patrol in the enforcement of safety standards
adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005. For the purposes of the joint
enforcement, the highway patrol is designated as the lead
agency. The highway patrol and the department of
transportation shall cooperate to assure ensure minimum

duplication and maximum coordination of enforcement effort.

_16-.
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(5) In order to enforce compliance with safety
standards adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005, the department of
transportation shall designate employees as peace officers.
The designated employees must be employed in the
administration of the gross vehicle weight functions of the
department of transportation. Each employee designated as a
peace officer may:

(a) issue citations and make arrests in connection with
violations of safety standards adopted under 44-1-1005;

{b) issue summons;

(c) accept bail;

{d) serve warrants for arresat;

(e} make reasonable inspections of cargo carried by
commercial motor vehicles;

(f) make reasonable safety inspections of commercial

motor vehicles utilized by motor carriers; and

{g) require production of documents relating to the

cargo, driver, routing, or ownership of suech commercial

motor vehicles,

(6) In addition to other enforcement duties assigned
under this section, an employee of the department of
transportation has:

{a) the same authority to enforce provisions of the
motor carriers law as that granted the public service

commission under 69-12-203; and

-17-
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(b) the duty to secure or make copies, or both, of all
bills of lading or other evidence of delivery for shipment
of agricultural seeds.as defined in 80-5-120 that have been
sold or are intended for sale in Montana and to forward the
copies to the department of agriculture within 24 hours of

the date the bill of lading was obtained.*”
Section 11. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-144. Violation of standards -- tolerance. {1) It
is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or corporation to

violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and
61-10-106 through 61-10-110.

(2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination
of vehicles may move over the highways to the first open
state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the
excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total
gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does
not exceed allowable total gross weight limitations by more
than 5%, or 7% if the vehicle or combination of vehicles is
transporting livestock, and if the weight carried by any
axle or combination of axles does not exceed the allowable
axle weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7% if the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting
livestock. In the event the vehicle or combination of

vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or

axle weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7% if the

..18_
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vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting
livestock, the department may issue a single trip permit for
the fee of $10 for allowing said the vehicle or combination
of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility
where its load can be safely adjusted or to its destination.
Violétions of total gross or axle weight limitations in
excess of 5%, or 7% if the wvehicle or combination of
vehicles is transporting livestock, are subject to the fines
provided in 61-10-145, and all liocads in excess of 5% of the
total greoss or axle weight limitations, or 7% if the vehicle
or combination of vehicles is transporting livestock, must

be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight

"limitations before the vehicle or combination of vehicles is

moved from the peint of weighing.

(3) An operator of a vehicle or combination of wvehicles
subject to the provisions of 61-10-107(4) may move over a
highway, except any highway which that is part of the
federal-aid interstate system, within a 50-mile radius of
the harvested field to the point of first unloading without
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 61-190-145
if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of
vehicles does not exceed allowable weight limitations by
more than 20% per axle, but the maximum load per inch of
tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The wvehicle or

combination of vehicles may not exceed 40 miles per hour. Ne
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stngie A single trip permit as required in subsection (2)
shaii-be is not applicable to such vehicle or combination of
vehicles. When such the vehicle or combination of vehicles
violates any of the provisions of this subsection, the fine
or penalty imposed shati-appity applies to that portion of

the load above the legal limit."
Section 12. section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-145. Penalties, (1) A person, firm, or
corporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shail be punished

by a fine of not less than $30 or more than $100. A person,
firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle
upon the public highways of this state with weight upon a
wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum

permitted by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-i06

through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other
penalties provided by 1law for the cffense, the following
amounts:

{a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000
pounds;

{b) $50 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds
and less than 4,001 pounds:

(c}) $70 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds
and less than 6,001 pounds;

(d) $100 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds
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and less than 8,001 pounds;

(e) $160 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds
and less than 10,001 pounds;

(E) $220 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds
and less than 12,001 pounds;

{g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds
and lessa than 14,001 pounds;

{h) $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds
and less than 16,001 pounds;

(i) $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds
and less than 18,001 pounds;

(j} $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds
and less than 20,001 pounds;

(k) $1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000
pounds and less than 25,001 pounds;

(1) $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000
pounds.

{2) If a motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable
axle that is not fully extended and carrying its
proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicle is
operated upon the highways of this state, the weight
penalties in subsection (1) apply to all weight over the
legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles regardless of
whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. 1In

addition to the penalties in subsection (1), the owner or
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operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the
retractable axle fully extended while the gross weight of
the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed
axles.

{3) A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear
issued pertaining to a violation of the gross weight

regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 must specify the amount of the overweight
that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle
or combination of vehicles.

{4) The penalties in subsection (1) do not apply to an
operator who fails to secure a special permit as provided
for in 61-10~107(3) if +the vehicle or combination of
vehicles i3 not overweight with such a permit. The fallure
teo obtain the special permit is punishable under 61-10-146
and under this section as provided in 61-10-146, and the
operator is required to purchase the permit. If the vehicle
or combination of vehicles exceeds the weight limitations
allowed by special permit and the operator fails to obtain a
permit under 61-10-107(3), the penalties of subsection (1)
apply to the weight exceeding 80,000 pounds.

{5) It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in
46-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation to viclate any

of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61~10-141, or §1-10-142."

Section 13. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read:
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"61-10-201. Gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck
tractors. In addition to other fees for the licensing of
vehicles, there shaii must be paid and collected annually
for each truck and truck tractor, based upon the maximum
gross loaded weight thereof as set by the licensee in hés

the application, the following fees:

Schedule 1
Up to 6,000 1bs. ......civiinnnsssrunsntssncnnssssns S 7.50
6,001 through 8,000 1bs. .... ceveeeenncenn. vesesenass 12.50
8,001 through 10,000 1bs. ......ccc.cciiiiiens cee=ss 17.50
10,001 through 12,000 1bs. .....eccccia-naat. veassenas 20.00
12,001 through 14,000 1bS. ..isivcnenececerrronasanses 22,50

14,001 through 16,000 1bs. .....c.cnecrscszissssessss 27.50
16,001 through 18,600 1bS, tveeiiiineirtssiarsaarsesa 37,50
18,001 through 20,000 lbs. ........ cesecraeaterrarann 50.00
20,001 through 22,000 1bS. .ucuvericeercensasssrsonen 62.50
22,001 through 24,000 1bS. .-ccvriecerssecrsnencnnnres 33.75
24,001 through 26,000 1DB, .veiievirrerrssccnarsaasss 125,00
26,001 through 2B,000 1b8. ..civvrsrisrvsnnsssnnsasss 156,25
28,001 through 30,000 1bsS. ...ccetueevtacacccncns cere 206.25
30,001 through 32,000 1bS. ...ccceccerranccanens caass 262.50
32,001 through 34,000 1b8. .:i.cvevsctvessonavunuannss 318,75
34,001 through 36,000 1b8., ..vverconcnnnsnannns sesaas 375.00
36,001 through 38,000 1bs. .....cvcveuuvurrriivreasnecass 43125

38,001 through 40,000 1b8. .ivivvavancnsassssnsann=os 487,50
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40,001 through 42,000 lbs. ......c... cmeeeas raereen 543.75

-Over 42,000 lbs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-1C-120 ......c.,ivucuanes rre e eeeraan 62.50

per ton or fraction thereof of a ton."

Section 14. section 61-10-202, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-10-202. Gross weight fees on trailers and
semitrailers. In addition to other fees for the licensing of
vehicles, there shai: must be paid and collected annually
for each trailer and semitrailer, based upon the maximum
gross loaded weight thereef as set by the licensee in his
the application, except as otherwise provided, the following
fees:

Schedule II
Trailers Other Than Housetrailers

Up to 2,500 1lbs. for personal use ...,.cc.eecir0e0.... Exempt
Up to 2,500 lhs. for commercial use ,......v002022-.. § 3.75
2,501 through 6,000 IbS, (ieecusirvnnsrsrtranssssrnans 5.00
6,001 through 8,000 1lbs. .......viitiiirninerenannuns 15.00

8,001 through 10,000 1DS. .curevvesrosnsescennnneens . 17.50
10,001 through 12,000 1bS. -veeeeeeerrennerrannnns ... 20.00
12,001 through 14,000 1bS. «.veerenennnnnnnnncnnns ... 22.50
14,001 through 16,000 1bs. ......cccvuscuucnecs svessne 27.50

16,001 through 18,000 lbs. .......ceuiueenssonnnsneass 37.50

18,001 through 20,000 1bs. ......c00u0cv.a tesesnnevsss 50,00
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20,001 through 22,000 1bS. «tisesnnemcnncrnncnnnccnans 62.50
22,001 through 24,000 1lbs. .......... cesstsrsssrnress 93.79
24,001 through 26,000 1lbs. ...... feereacscareassasnse,s 125,00

26,001 through 28,000 1lbs. .......¢ct0evescavinsanees 156,25

28,001 through 30,000 1bs. ....... .. ... werrea=ass. 206,25
30,001 through 32,000 1lb8. ..ccvnuiriinrinnonnnennn iien. 262.50
32,001 through 34,000 1bS. teseverecennn c e eenemnaen .. 318.75

34,001 through 36,000 1bs. ....iiieevisransasccasrones 375.00
36,001 through 38,000 ibs. ...... ceereacatsacnsrneses 431.25
38,001 through 40,000 1bs. ...ccevuvncucrttsaanrcnnnna 487.50
40,001 through 42,000 1bs. ...c.vvecicesnnnnns vesess. 543.75
Over 42,000 lbs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 ... ccceennnn PP csesarsessrsnsss 52,50
per ton or Eraction thereof of a ton.”
Section 15. Section 61-10-210, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-210. Three unit combination -~ fees in lieu of
groas weight fees —— marking. (1) Instead of the gross
weight fees provided in 61-10-201 through 61-10-209, the
owner of a motortruck or truck tractor used on the highways
of the state in connectiocn with two trailers or semitrailers
at the same time shall register them as a three-unit
three—unit combination in the following manne? by:
(a) paying the registration and other fees covering the

maximum practical gross vehicle weight for the truck or
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truck tractor, but not less than the actual operating gross
weight under 61-3-303, 61-3-321, and 61-10-201;

(b} registering the trailers in accordance with
61-3-303 and 61-3-321 and paying the gross vehicle weight
fee prescribed for the maximum trailing lcad in accordance
with §61-10-202 on the combined gross weight of the two
trailers or semitrailers, treating them as if they were a
single unit.

{2) This sgection does not authorize axle 1locads in
excess to those established by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110."

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Section 61-10-105,
MCA, is repealed.

~End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS § TRANSPORTATION

HOUSE BILL NO. 294
INTRODUCED BY LARSON

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW
CONCERNING VEHICLE LOADS; REDUCING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
WEIGHT ON AXLES EQUIPPED WITH SINGLE TIRES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 61-~10-101, 61-10-107, 61-10-108, 61-10-109,
61-10-110, 61-10-121, 61-10-124, 61-10-126, 61-10-128,
61-10-141, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-201, 61-10-202, AND
61-10-210, MCA; ANB REPEALING SECTION 61-10-105, MCA; AND

PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 61-10-101, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-101. Standards of maximum dimensions, weights,

etec. The standards provided for 1in 61-10-102 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 govern the maximum

dimensions, weights, and other characteristics of motor
vehicles operating over the highways in the state to the
exclusion of other standards or other requirements
respecting the subject matter.”
Section 2. section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-107. Maximum gross weight -- when permit

required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of
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20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40
inches or less than 96 inches apart may carry a load in

excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are

included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40

inches apart, extending across the full width of the

vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or
less apart are considered as a single axle. A vehicle or
combination may not have more than nine axles. The maximum
gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or
combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula:
W = S00((LN/(N - 1)) + 12N + 36)

in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet,
and N equals number of axles, except that two consecutive
sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds
each if the overall distance between the first and last
axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or
more.

(2) Notwithstandingr a veﬁicle's conformance with the
requirements of subsection (1), its-maximum-iocad-per-inch-of
tire-widthy-exciuding-the-steering-axier-may-not-exceed--606
poundsy--based--en——the--table--in--61-16-185¢34= all axles

bearing an axle load in excess of 10,000 pounds, except for

the steering axle or an axle equipped with wide-base tires,

must have at least four tires. In lieu of four tires per
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axle, an axle may be equipped with wide~base tires. The

maximum load an axles equipped with wide-base tires is

limited to 450 pounds per inch of tire width. For the

purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires with a

nominal width of 14 or more inches. All tires must be given

credit for the nominal width when calculating allowable

weight under this section.

(3) If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination
exceeds 80,000 pounds, the vehicle or combination must have
a special permit, which may be issued in the discretion of
the department of transportation based on evaluation of
safety, highway capacity, and economics of highway
maintenance and vehicle operation. The fee is $20 per trip
permit or $100 per term permit. A term permit may not be
issued for a period of time greater than the period for
which the GVW license is valid. Owners of vehicles licensed
in other Jjurisdictions may, at the discretion of the
department, purchase permits to expire with their
registration. Permits may specify and permits issued under
61-10-124(6) must specify highway routing.

(4) A special permit issued under subsection (3} for
the transportation of agricultural products by farm vehicles
from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery to
the point of first unloading is for the Eull term of the

harvest season of the agricultural product transported.
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(5) This section does not apply to highways that are a
part of the national system of interstate and defense
highways (as referred to in 23 U.S.C. 127) when application
of this section would prevent this state from receiving

federal funds for highway purposes.”

Section 3. section 61-10-108, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-108. Reduction under special circumstances. The
maximum axle and axle group 1loads stated in 63%-38-165
61-10-107 are subject to reasonable reduction in the
discretion of the department of transportation during
periods when road subgrades have been weakened by water

saturation or other causes."

Section 4. section 61-10-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-109. Operation without speciai permits
prohibited., The operation of vehicles or combinations of
vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the
maximum limits specified in 61-10—101 through 61-10-104 and

61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized

by special permit issued by the department of transportation
or its agents or the highway patrol.”
Section 5. section 61-10-110, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-110, Pederal 1law. Sections 61-10-101 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-1i06 through 61-10-109 do not authorijze,

without a permit issued as provided by law, the operation of

a combination of vehicles having a gross weight, axle load,
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or size in excess of that authorized in those sectionsy or
the operation of a combination of vehicles on the national
system of interstate and defense highways having a gross
weight or size in excess of that permitted by 1law in this
state before July 1, 1856, or by federal law or regulation
in excess thereof, which is adopted. If federal 1law allows
establishment of size and weight limits in excess of those
permitted in those sectionsy without penalty or denial of
federal funds for highway purposes, the department of
transportation may, by permit designating highway routing,
authorize the movement on highways under its jurisdiction of
vehicles or combinations of vehicles of a size or weight in
excess of the limits provided for in those sectionszy but
within the 1limits necessary to qualify for federal-aid

highway funds."”

Section 6. Section 61-10-121, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-10-121. Permits for excess size and weight. (1)
Upon application and with good cause shown, the department
of transportation and local autheorities in their respective
jurisdictions may issue telephonically or in writing a
special permit authorizing the applicant to operate or move
a vehicle, combination of vehicles, lecad, object, or other
thing of a size or weight exceeding the maximum specified in

6§1-10~-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110

upon a highway under the jurisdiction of and for the

~5- HB 294
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maintenance of which the body granting the permit is
responsible. However, only the department may issue permits
for movement of a wvehicle or combination of vehicles
carrying built-up or reducible loads in excess of 9 feet in
width or exceeding the length, height, or weight specified

in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and _ 61-10-106 _ through

61-10-110. This permit must be issued in the public
interest. A carrier receiving this permit must have public
liability and property damage insurance Eor the protection
cf the traveling public as a whole. A permit may not be
issued for a period greater than the period for which the
GVW license is valid, including grace periods, as provided
in this title. Owners of wvehicles 1licensed in other
jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the department,
purchase permits to expire with their registration. A
license required by the state governs the issuance of a
special permit, The department may issue to dealers in
implements of husbandry and sBelf-propelled machinery
cversize permits, which may be transferred From unit to unit
by the dealer, for the fee set forth in 61-10-124, These
oversize permits may not restrict dealers in implements of
husbandry and self-propelled machinery from traveling on a
Saturday or Sunday and expire on December 31 of each year,
with no grace period. For the purposes of this section, a

dealer in implements of husbandry or self-propelled
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machinery must be a resident of the state. A post-office box
number is not a permanent address under this section.

{2} The applicant for a special permit shall
specifically describe the powered vehicle or towing vehicle
and generally describe the type of vehicle, combination of
vehicles, load, object, or other thing to be operated or
moved and the particular state highways over which the
vehicle, combipation of wvehicles, load, object, or other
thing is to be moved and whether the permit is required for
a single trip or for continuous operation.*

Section 7. section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-124. Special permita -- Ffee -- cranes. (1) As
used in this section, “crane" means a self-propelled
single-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles
and used for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights
by means of a projecting swinging arm.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b), (3)(4),
and (6), in addition to the regular registration andé gross
vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a
fee of $§75 for each term permit issued for size and weight
in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104

and_ 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must be paid for all

movements under special permits on the public highways under
the jurisdiction of the department of transportation.

{3) {(a) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b).
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(3){d)}, {(6), and (7), term or blanket permits may not be
issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles,
load, or other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength
vehicle, combination of vehicles, 1lcad, object, or other.
thing in excess of 95 feet; and an overheight wvehicle,
combination of wvehicles, load, or other thing in excess of
14 feet7 or of a 1limit determined by the department. A
vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in
excess of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A
Rocky Mountain double may not exceed Bl feet in combined
trailer. length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the
combination may not exceed 48 feet in length. A Rocky
Mountaln double is not subject to a combination length
limit, Special permits for vehicle combinations of more than
two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to
carry a load are ncot permitted except as provided in
subsections (6} and (7). Special permits for vehicle
combinations may specify and special permits under
subsections (6) and (7) must specify highway routing and
otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the
vehicle or combination, including but not limited to
required equipment, speed, stability, operational
procedures, and insurance.

{(b}) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an
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overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection
{3){a). The fee for this permit is $75. This perait covers a
pericd of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year,
with no grace period.

{c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees
required by 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with payment of the
fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable gross weight of
a five-axle combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds.

{(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of
vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed
100 feet in combination length, except a
‘gruck-trailer-trailer or a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel
only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate
system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within
a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system
in order to obtain necessary services or to lead or unload
at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius,
the department may authorize travel between the terminal and
the interchange. The fee for this permit is $125.

(4} Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), a permit
may not be issued for a period of time greater than the
period for which the GUW license is wvalid as provided in
this title, including grace periods allowed by this title.

Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictiona may, at
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the discretion of the department of transportation, purchase
permits to expire with their registration. A 1license
required by the state governs the issuance of a special
permit.

{5) The owner or operater of a crane with a gross
vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a
30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a
current special mobile equipment identification plate and if
the department of tranaportation has approved the
configuration of the crane through a weight analysis
completed within the same calendar year., The permit is not
transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

(6} The department may issue special permits to the -
operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck
tractor-semitrailer—-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles
under the following conditions:

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways
that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as
defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an
interchange on the interstate system on other highways only
in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload
at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius,
the department may authorize travel between the terminal and

the interchange,

{b) a combination of wvehicles powered by a cab-over
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(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed
overall 1length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear
bumpers and overhang;

{c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional
truck-tractor may not exceed overall 1length of 110 feet,
inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

{d) ms an individual cargc unit of the combination may
not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width;:

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on
the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross
weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed
the formula in 61-10-107;

(E) the combination must have a restricted route permit
under 61-10-107(3) and a special overlength permit issued at
a fee of $200 for a term peramit or $20 for each trip permit;

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to
specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or
seasonal periods; and

{h) the department may enforce any other restrictions
determined by the department to be necessary. The permit is
not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

{7) The department of transportation may issue special
permits under subsection (6) for vehicle combinations
consisting of a truck-trailer-trailer if:

{a) the vehicle combination's overall length inclusive
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of front and rear bumpers is not more than 95 feet;

(b} a person, firm, or corporation applying for a
permit under this subsection (7) operated the
truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987;

{e) truck-trailer-trailer operations are restricted to
the specified routes those vehicles operated on before July
1, 1987; and

(d) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a
permit provides the department of transportation with an
affidavit designating the routes the wvehicle operated on

before July 1, 1987."

Section 8. section 6§1-10-126, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-126. Deposit of fees. All fees collected under

$1-10-101 through 6§1-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-125

shaii must be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit
in the state highway account in the state special revenue

fund."
Section 9. section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-128. (Temporary) Whem authorities may restrict
right to use roadway. (1) Neither the department nor a local
authority may alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101

through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-11¢ or

pubstitute other limitations or reguirements, except as

provided in this section.

{2) The department of transportation by order, or a
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local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may
prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the
weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway
under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is
responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be
seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow,
or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on
the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights
and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or
the authority whieh that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall erect signs designating the department's order eor the
authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that
portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance
or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected.
The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution,
may prohibit the operation of trucks or .other commercial
vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on
designated highways, subject to the provisions of subsection
(3). These prohibitions and limitations shaii must be
designated by appropriate signs placed on the highways.

{3) Neither the department nor a local authority may
prohibit the operation of or impose a restriction on the
weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes
that is traveling on a public highway if:

{a}) the wvehicle is being operated within its legal
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licenged gross vehicle weight;

{by a permit has been issued under 61-10-107(3),
regardless of the vehicle's gross weight, specifying the
route from point of loading to the nearest nonrestricted
road; and

(c) the driver hae in-his possession gf a federal-state
inspection certificate issued for the load.

(4) A permit issued under subsection (3) may be revoked
for wviolating any condition of the permit. (Terminates June
30, 1993--sec. 2, Ch. 476, L. 1991.})

61-10-128. (Bffective July 1, 1993) When authorities
may restrict right to use roadway. (1) A local authority may
not alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or substitute

other limitations or requirements, except as provided in
this section.

{2) The department of transportation by order, or a
local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may
prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the
weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway
under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is
responsible for wmaintenance whenever the highway will be
seripualy damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow,
or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on

the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights
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and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or
the authority whiéeh that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall erect signs designating the department’'s order or the
authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that
portion of the highway atfected, and the order or ordinance
or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected.
The department, or the authority by ordinance or resclution,
may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial
vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on
designated highways., These prohibitions and limitations
shatt must be designated by appropriate signs~placed on the
highways."‘

Section 10. section 61-10-141, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-10-141. Officers authorized to weigh vehicles and
require removal of excessive loads —- enforcement of motor
carrier safety standards — duty to obtain bills of lading
for agricultural seeds. (1) A peace officer, officer of the
highway patrol, or employee of the department of
transportation may weigh any vehicle regulated by 61-10-101

through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110, except

recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132, either by
means of portable or stationary scales, and may reguire that
the vehicle be driven to the nearest scales if those scales
are within 2 miles. That person may then require the driver

to unload immediately that portion of the load necessary to
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decrease the weight of the vehicle to conform to the maximum
allowable weights specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104
and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110.

{2} Commodities and material unloaded as required by
this section shaii must be cared for and removed from the
highway right-of-way by the owner or operator of the vehicle
at the risk of that owner or operator. The removal shaii
must be within a reasonable time designated by the person
who has compelled the unloading.

(3) The department of transportation may establish,
maintain, and operate weigh stations, either intermittently
or on & continuous schedule, and may require vehicles,
except passenger cars and pickup trucks under 8,000 pounds
G.V.W. and recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132
{that are not new or used recreatiocnal vehicles traveling
into or through Montana Far delivery to a distributor or a
dealer), to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection
for compliance with all laws pertaining to their operation
and safety requirements.

{(4) The department of transportation shall work with
the highway patrol in the enforcement of safety standards
adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005. For the purposes of the joint
enforcement, the highway patrol is designated as the lead
agency. The highway patrol and the department of

transportation shall cooperate to assure ensure minimum
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duplication and maximum coordination of enforcement effort.

(5) 1In order to enforce compliance with safety
standards adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005, the department of
transportation shall designate employees as peace officers.
The designated employees must be employed in the
administration of the gross vehicle weight functions of the
department of transportation. Each employee designated as a
peace officer may:

{a) issue citations and make arrests in connection with
vioclations of safety standards adopted under 44-1-1005;

(b) issue summons;

(c) accept bail;

{d) Berve warrants for arrest;

{(e) make reasonable inspections of cargo carried by
commercial motor vehicles;

(£} make reasonable safety inapections of commercial
motor vehicles utilized by motor carriers; and

(g) require production of documents relating to the

cargo, driver, routing, or ownership of such commercial

motor vehicles.

{6) In addition to other enforcement duties assigned
under this section, an employee of the department of
transportation has:

{a) the same authority to  enforce provisions of the

motor carriers law as that granted the public service
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commission under 69-12-203; and

(b) the duty toc secure or make copies, or both, of ali
bills of lading or other evidence of delivery for shipment
of agricultural seeds as defined in 80-5-120 that have been
socld or are intended for sale in Montana and to forward the
copies to the department of agriculture within 24 hours of

the date the bill of lading was obtained."
Section 11. sSection 61-10-144, NCA, is amended to read:
*"61-10-144. Violation of standards -- tolerance. {1) It
is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or corporation to

violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and

61-10-106 through 61-16-110.

{2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination
of vehicles may move over the highways to the first open
state scale, permanent. or portable, without incurring the
excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total
gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does
not exceed allowable total gross weight limitations by more
than S%, or 7% if the vehicle or combination of vehicles is
transporting livestock, and if the weight carried by any
axle or combination of axles does not exceed the allowable
axle weight limitations by more than S%, or 7% if the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting
livestock. In the event the vehicle or combination of

vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or
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axle weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7% if the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting
livestock, the department may issue a single trip permit for
the fee of $10 for allowing said the vehicle or combination
of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility
where its load can be safely adjusted or to its destination.
Viclations of total gross or axle weight 1limitations in
excess of 5%, or 7% if the vehicle or combination of
vehicles i1s transporting livestock, are subject tc the fines
provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 5% of the
total gross or axle weight limitations, or 7% if the vehicle
or combination of vehicles is transporting livestock, must
be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight
limitations before the vehicle or combination of vehiclesr is
moved from the point of weighing.

{3) An operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles
subject to the provisions of $1-10-107(4) may move over a
highway, except any highway which that is part of the
federal-aid interatate system, within a 50-mile radius of
the harvested field to the point of first unloading without
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145
if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of
vehiclés does not exceed allowable weight limitations by
more than 20% per axle, but the maximum load per inch of

tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The vehicle or
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combination of vehicles may not exceed 40 miles per hour. Ne
singie A single trip permit as required in subsection (2)

shati-be is not applicable to such vehicle cr combination of

vehicles. When sueh the vehicle or combination of vehicles
vioclates any of the provisions of this subsection, the fine
or penalty imposed shail-appiy applies to that portion of
the load above the legal limit."
Seaction 12. sSection 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-145. Penalties. (1) A person, firm, or
carporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished

by a fine of not less than $30 or more than $100. A person,
firm, or corporation convicted of operating a mctor vehicle
uporn the public highways of this state with weight upon a
wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum

permitted by 61-10~161 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other
penalties provided by law for the offense, the following
amounts:

{a} 530 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000
pounds;

(b $50 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds
and leas than 4,001 poﬁnds;

{c) $70 for any exceas weight more than 4,000 pounds

and less than 6,001 pounds;
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(dy 5100 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds
and less than 8,001 pounds;

(e} $160 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds
and less than 10,001 pounds;

{f) $220 for any excess weight more than 1@,000 pounds
and less than 12,001 pounds; .

{g)} $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds
and less than 14,001 pounds;

(h) $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds
and less than 16,001 pounds;

(i} $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds
and less than 18,001 pounds;

(j) $600 for any exceas weight more than 18,000 pounds
and less than 20,001 pounds;

{k) S$1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000
pounds and less than 25,001 pounds;

(1} $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000
pounds .

(2) 1I1f a motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable
axle that is not fully extended and carrying its
proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicle is
operated upon the highways of this state, the weight
penalties in subaection (1) apply to all weight over the
legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles regardless of

whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In
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addition to the penalties in subsection {(l):; the owner or
operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the
retractable axle fully extended while the gross weight of
the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed
axles.

{3) A complaint Filed and a summons or notice to appear
issued pertaining to a viclation of the gross weight

regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-1¢-106

through 61-10-110 must gpecify the amount of the overweight
that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle
or combination of wvehicles.

{4) The penalties in subsection (1) do not apply to an
operator who fails to secure a special permit as provided
for in 61-10-107(3) if the vehicle or combination ofF
vehicles is not overweight with such a permit. The failure
to obtain the special permit is punishable wunder 61-10-146
and under this section as provided in 61-10-146, and the
operator is required to purchase the permit. If the vehicle
or combination of vehicles exceeds the weight limitations
allowed by special permit and the operator fails to obtain a
permit under 61-10-107{3), the penalties of subsection (1)
apply to the weight exceeding 80,000 pounds.

{5) It is a miademeanor, punishable as provided in
46-18-212, for a perscn, firm, or corporation to violate any

of the provisiona of 61-10-123, 61-10~-141, or 61-10-142.*
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"61-10-201.
tractors.
vehicles, there shati: must be paid and

for each

Section 61-10-201, MCA,

Gross welight fees on motortrucks and

In addition

truck and

truck tractor,

HB 0294/02

gross loaded weight thereef as set by the licensee

the application,

Up to 6,000 1bs. ....

6,001 through 8,000 lbs.

the following fees:

Schedule I

8,001 through 10,000 lbs.

10,001
12,001
14,001
16,001
18,001
20,001
22.901
24,001
26,001
28,001
30,001
32,001
34,001
36,001

through
through
through
through
through
through
through
through
through
through
through
through
through

through

12,000
14,000
16,000
18,000
20,000
22,000
24,000
26,000
28,000
30,000
32,000
34,000
36,000
38,000

lbs.
lbs.
lhs.
1lbs.
1bs.
lbs.
lbs.
lbs.
lbs.
1ba.
1bs.
lba.
lbs.
1lbs.
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is amended to read:

truck

to other fees for the licensing of
collected annually
based upon the maximum

in his

375.00
431.25
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38,001 through 40,000 1b8. .,....ccsrpeocannnnnnnss .. 487.50
40,001 through 42,000 1b8. ......c.vveveunsesnnasesss 543.75
Over 42,000 1bs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 ......c.ccicvrrnne tiesesessesnacsanas 62.50

per ton or fraction thereof of a ton.”

Section 14, Section 61-10-202, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-202. Gross weight fees on trailers and
gemitrailers. In addition to other fees for the licensing of
vehicles, there shaii must be paid and collected annually
for each trailer and semitrailer, based upon the maximum
gross loaded weight thereof as set by the licensee in hia
the application, except as otherwise provided, the following
fees:

Schedule II
Trailers Other Than Housetrailers

Up to 2,500 1bs. for personal use ...........:«ss:.:. Exempt
Up to 2,500 lbs. for commercial usev................ $ 3.75
2,501 through 6,000 1bs. ........ PR weaensesarseces 5.00
6,001 through B,000 1bs. ......ccaiiienersnrenssrens 15.00
8,001 through 10,000 1b8. ...ivcecvttenssassnsansnnss 172.50
10,001 through 12,000 lba. .....c...icseeensunasceans 20.00
12,001 through 14,000 1bs. .,.iceceecncnniinnecansees 22.50
14,001 through 16,000 1ba. ......c..iceisiisvsnsreaas 27.50

16,001 through 18,000 1ba. .....c..cvcivevveasnscesrens 37.50

-24- HB 294



- T I R - T Y T R

[ T S )
b W N = O

15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0294/02

18,001 through 20,000 1b8., .iscereenseccccannacnca .- 50.00
20,001 through 22,000 1bB. ....cceocmencisscruranases 62.50
22,001 thrcugh 24,000 1bs. ..ceccaca.. cessccansssarse 93.75
24,001 through 26,000 1bs., ....... tesreessesarsnenses 125,00
26,001 through 28,000 1lbs. .....ceuvsrsssesasrssesssss 156,25
28,001 through 30,000 lbs. ..... vesesarsssesnsssaness 206,25
30,001 through 32,000 1bB. .vseecentocntacassonasceas 262.50
32,001 through 34,000 1lbs. .....cccceiivevareansssess 318.75
34,001 through 36,000 1bs. .....cccctevecersassrseasrs 375.00
36,001 through 38,000 1bs. ...evvvsnrcnnccrcnnaanscaans 431.25
38,001 through 40,000 1bS. ...ivvvverrrsvransesaresssns 487.50
40,001 through 42,000 1bsS. ...cccivvrerccnansnna sewcs 543.75
Over 42,000 lbs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 ......ciciernirnisccsnrsascssssesss 62,50
per ton or fraction thereof of a ton.*"
Section 15. Section 61-10-210, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-210. Three unit combination -- fFees in lieu of
groass weight fees —- marking. (1) 1Instead of the gross
weight fees provided in 61-10-201 through 61-10-209, the
owner of a motortruck or truck tractor used on the highways
of the state in cconnection with two trailers or semitrailers
at the same time shall register them as a three--nnit
three-unit combination in the following manner by:

{a) paying the registration and cther fees covering the
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maximum practical gross vehicle weight for the truck of
truck tractor, but not less than the actual operating gross
weight under 61-3-303, 61-3-321, and 61-10-201;

(b) registering the trailers in accordance with
61-3-303 and 61-3-321 and paying the gross vehicle weight
fee prescribed for the maximum trailing load in accardance
with 61-10-202 on the combined gross weight of the two
trailers or semitrailers, treating them as if they were a
single unit.

{2) This section does not authorize axle loads in
excess to those established by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110."

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Section 61-10-105,

MCA, is repealed.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] 1S

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1995.

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 2%4
INTRODUCED BY LARSON
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING ‘THE LAW
CONCERNING VEHICLE LOADS; REDUCING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
WEIGHT ON AXLES EQUIPPED WITH SINGLE TIRES; AMENDING

SECTIONS 61-10-101, 61-10-107, 61-10-108, 61-10-109,

61-10-110, 61-10-121, 61-20-124, 61-10-126, 61-10-128,
61-10-141, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-201, 61-10-202, AND
61-10-2106, MCA; ANP REPEALING SECTION 61-10-105, MCA; AND

PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:_

Section 1. Section 61-10-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-101. Standards of maximum dimensions, weights,
etc. The satandards provided for in 61-10-102 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 6i-10-110 govern the maximum

dimensions, weighte, and other characteriatics of wmotor
vehicles operating over the highways in the atate to the
exclusion of other standards or other reguirements
respecting the subject matter.”
Section 2. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:
®"61-10-107. Maximum gross weight -—- when permit

required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excesas of
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20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles mcre than 40
inches or less than 96 inches apart may carry a 1load in

excess of 34,000 pounds. An_ axle load is the total load

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are

included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40

inches apart, extending across the full width of the

vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or
less apart are considered as a single axle. A vehicle or
combination may not have more than nine axles. The maximum
gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or
combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula:
W = 500((LN/(N - 1)) + 12N + 36)

in which W egquals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet,
and N equals number of axles, except that two consecutive
sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds
each if the overall distance between the first and last
axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or
more.

(2) Notwithstanding a vehicle‘'s conformance with the
requirements of subsection (1), its-maximum-ioad-per-inch-of
tire—uidehr-e:eiuding-ehé—steering-asier—uay—not—exeeed——696
pounday--based--on--the--tabte——in--6+-19-1065¢33+ aiti-axies

bearing-an-axie-ioad-in-exceas-of-10y000-poundsy-except--for

the--steering-axie-or-an-axie- d-with-wide-base-tires

Rust-have-at-ieast-four-tires--in-lien--of—four--tires——per
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axter——-an-~axie--may--be--eguipped-with-wide-base-tiresz-®fhe

maximum-toad-on-—-axles--equipped--with--wide-base—-tires—-is

}imited--te——4580--pounds--per—--inch--of--tire-width--For-the

purposen-of-this-seetiony-wide-base-tires-are-tires--with--a

nominal--wideh-of-14-or-mare-inchess-Aii-tires-must-he-given

eredie-for-the--noninai--width--when--caicuiating--aliowabie

wetght-under-this-sections ITS MAXIMUM LOAD PER INCH OF TIRE

WIDTE, EXCLUDING THE STEERING AXLE, MAY NOT EXCEED 500

POUNDS, BASED ON THE TABLE IN 61-10-105(3).

{3) If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination
exceeds 80,000 pounds, the vehicle or combination must have
a special permit, which may bé‘issued in the discretion of
the department of transportation based on evaluation of
safety, highway capacity, and economics of highway
maintenance and vehicle operation. The fee is $20 per trip
permit or $100 per term permit. A term permit may not be
issued for a period of time greater than the period for
which the GVW license is valid. Owners of vehicles licensed
in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the
department, purchase permits to expire with their
registration. Permits may specify and permits issued under
61-10~-124(6) must specify highway routing.

{4) A special permit issued under subsection (3) for
the transportation of agricultural producte by farm vehicles

from a harvesting combine or other harveating machinery to
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the point of first wunloading is for the full term of the
harvest season of the agricultural product transported.

(5} This section does not apply to highways that are. a
part of the naticnal psystem of interstate and defense
highways (as referred to in 23 0.S.C. 127) when application
of this section would prevent this state from receiving

federal funds for highway purposes.”
Section 3. section 61-10-108, MCA, is amended to read:
“61-10-108. Reduction under special circumstances. The
maximum axle and axle group loads stated in 63-:8-185

61-10-107 are subject to reasonable reduction in the

diacretion of the department of transportation during

periads when road subgrades have been weakened by water

Section 4. section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-10-109. Operation without special permits
prohibited. The operation of vehicles or combinations of
vehicles having dimensions or weights in exceas of the
maximum limits specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10~104 and

6§1-10-106 through $1-10-108 is permitted only if authorized

by special permit issued by the department of transportation
or ite agents or the highway patrol.*
Section 5. section 61-10-110, MCA, is amended to read:
®*61-10-110. PFederal law. Sections 61-10-1¢1 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-109 do not authorize,
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without a permit issued as provided by law, the operation of
a combination of vehicles having a gross weight, axle load,
or size in excess of that authorized in those sectionsy or
the operation of a combination of vehicles on the national
system of interstate and defense highways having a gross
weight or size in excess of that permitted by law in this
gtate before July 1, 1956, or by federal law or regulation
in excess thereof, which is adopted, If federal law allows
establishment of size and weight limits in excess of those
permitted in those sectionsy without penalty or denial of
federal funds for highway purposes, the department of
transportation may, by permit designating highway routing,
authorize the movement on highﬁays under its jurisdiction of
vehicles or combinations of vehicles of a size or weight in
excess of the limits provided for in those sectionsy but
within the 1limits necessary to qualify for federal-aid
highway funds."

Section B. Ssection 61-10-121, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-10-121. Permits for exceas gize and weight. (1)
Upon application and with good cause shown, the department
of transportation and local authorities in their respective
jurisdictions may issue telephonically or in writing a
special permit authorizing the applicant to operate or move
a vehicle, combination of vehicles, lcad, object, or other

thing of a size or weight exceeding the maximum specified in
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61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110

upon a highway under the jurisdiction of and for the
maintenance of which the body granting the permit is
responsible. However, only the department may issue permits
for movement of a vehicle or combination of vehicles
carrying buil{—up or reducible loads in excess of 9 feet in
width or exceeding the length, height, or weight specified

in 61-10-101 through 61-10-164 and 61-10-106 through

61-10-110. This permit wmust be issued in the public

interest., A carrier receiving this permit must have public

~liability and property damage insurance for the protection

of the traveling public as a whole. A permit may not be
issued for a periocd greater than the periocd feor which the
GVW license is valid, including grace periods, as provided
in this title. Owners of wvehicles licensed in other
jurisdictions may, at .the discretion of the department,
purchase permita to expire with their registration. A
license required by the state governs the . issuance of a
special permit. The departaent may issue to dealers in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery
oversize permits, which may be transferred From unit to unit
by the dealer, for the fee set forth in 61-10-124, Thesge
oversize permits may not restrict dealers in implements of
husbandry and self-propelled machinery from traveling on a

Saturday or Sunday and expire on December 31 of each vyear,
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with no grace period. Por the purposes of this section, a
dealer in implements of husbandry or self-propelled
machinery must be a resident of the state. A post-office box
number is not a permanent address under this section.

(2} - The applicant for a special permit shall
specifically describe the powered vehicle or towing wehicle

and generally describe the type of vehicle, combination of

vehicles, load, object, or other thing to be operated or

moved and the particular state highways over which the
venicle, combination of vehicles, load, ocbject, or other
thing is to be moved and whether the permit is reguired for

a single trip or for continuous operation.”

Section 7. Ssection 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-124, Special permita -- fee —— cranes. {1} As
used in this section, "“crane® means a self-propelled
single-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles
and used Ffor raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights
by means of a projecting swinging arm.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b)., (3})}(d).
and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross
vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a
fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and weight
in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must be paid for all

movements under special permits on the publi¢ highways under
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the jurisdiction of the department of transportation.

{3) (a) Except as provided in subsections {3)(b),
(3)¢d), (6), and (7), term or blanket permits may not be
issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles,
load, or other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength
vehicle, combination of vehicles, 1load, object, or other
thing iﬂ excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle,
combination of vehicles, load, or other thiang in excéss of
14 feet; or of a 1limit determined by the department. A
vehicle, combination of vehicles, lcad, or other thing in
excess of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A
Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in combined

trailer 1length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the

‘combination may not excesd 48 feet in length. A Rocky

Mountain double is not subject toc a combination length
limit, Special permits for vehicle combinations of more than
two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to
carry a loaé are not permitted except as provided in
subsections (6) and (7). Special permits for vehicle
combinations may specifyr and special permits under
subgsections (6) and (7) must specify highway routing and
otherwise limit or preacribe conditions cof operation of the
véhicle or combination, including but not Vlimited to
required

equipment, speed, stability, operational

procedures, and insurance.

-8- HEB 294



-

L - B L

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0294/03

{by A term permit may be issued Lo a dgaler in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an
overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection
(3){a). The fee for this permit is $7%. This permit covers a
period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year,
with no grace period.

(c) HWith payment of the appropriate gross weight fees
required by 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with payment of the
fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable gross weight of
a five-axle combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds.

(d} A term permit may be issued for any combination of
vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed
100 feet in combination length, except a
truck-trailer-~trailer or a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel
only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate
system, as defined ipn 60-1-103, or on other highways within
a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system
in order to obtain necessary services or to lecad or unlead
at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius,
the department may authorize travel between the terminal and
the interchange. The fee for this permit is §$125.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (3){b), a permit
may not be issued for a period of time greater than the

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in
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this title, including grace periods allowed by this title.
Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at
the discretion of the department of transportation, purchase
permits to expire witﬁ their registration. A license
required by the state governs the issuance of a special
permit.

{S5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross
vehicle weight of 1less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a
30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a
current special mobile equipment identification plate and if
the department of transportation has approved the
configuration of the c¢rane through a weight analysis
completed within the same calendar year. The permit is not
transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

{6) The department may issue special permits to the
operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck
tractor-semitrailer~trailer-trailer combination of vehicles
under the following conditions:

{a) the combination may be cperated only on highways
that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as
defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an
interchange on the interstate system on other highways only
in order to obtain necessary services or to lead or unload

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius,

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and
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the interchange.

{b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over
(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed
overall length of 105 Eeet,. inclusive of front and rear
bumpers and overhang;

{c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional
truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet}
inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

(d) mneo an individual cargo unit of the combination may
not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width;

{e) gross weight Eees under 61-10-203 must be paid on
the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross
weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed
the formula in 61-10-107;

(£) the combination must have a restricted route permit
under 61-10-187(3) and a special overlength permit issued at
a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit;

{g) travel of the combination may be restricted to
specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or
seasonal periods; and

{h) the department may enforce any other restrictions
determined by the department to be necessary. The permit is
not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

(7) The department of transportation may issue special

permitas under subsection (6) for vehicle combinations
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consisting of a truck-trailer-trailer if:

{a} the wvehicle combination's overall length inclusive
of front and rear bumpers is not more than 95 feet;

(b) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a
permit under this subsection (7) operated the
truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987;

(c) truck-trailer-trailer operations are restricted to
the specified routes those vehicles gperated on before July
1, 1987; and

(d) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a
permit provides the department of transportation with an
affidavit designating the routes the vehicle operated on

before July 1, 1987."

Saction 8. Section 61-10-125, MCA, is amended to read:
*"61-10-126. Deposit of fees. All fees collected under

61-10-101 through $1-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-125

shait must be forwarded to the state treasurer for depasit
in the state highway account in the state special revenue

Eund."
Section 9. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-16-128. (Temporary) When authorities may restrict
right to use roadway. (1) Neither the department nor a local
authority may alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101

through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-11¢ or

substitute other limitations or requitemehts. except as
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provided in this section.

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a
local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may
prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the
weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway
under its respective jurisdiction and for which it  is
responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be
seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow,
or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on
the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights
and speed are reduced. The department of transportation ot
the authority which that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall erect signs designating the department's order or the
authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that
portion of the highway‘affected, and the order or ordinance
or :esolutign is not effective until the signs are erected.
The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution,
may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial
vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on
designated highways, subject to the provisicns of subsection
{3). These prohibitions and limitations shai:* must be
designated by appropriate signs placed on the highways.

{3) Neither the department nor a local authority may
prohibit the operation of or impose a restriction on the

weight of a vehicle 1loaded with perishable seed potatoes
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that is traveling on a public highway if:

{a) the vehicle is being operated within its 1legal
licensed gross vehicle weight;

(b) a permit has been issued under 61-10-107(3).,
regardless of the vehicle's gross weight, specifying the
route from point of loading to the nearest nonrestricted
road; and

{c) the driver has in-his possession of a federal-state
inspection certificate issued for the load.

{4) A permit issued under subsection (3) may be revoked
for violating any condition of the permit. (Terminates June
30, 1993--gec. 2, Ch. 476, L. 1991.)

61-10-128. (Bffective July 1, 1993) When authorities
may restrict right to use roadway. (1) A local authority may
not alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or substitute

ather limitations or requirements, except as provided in
this section.

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a
local rcad authority by ordinance or resolution, may
prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the
weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway
under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is
responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be

seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow,
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or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on
the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weighta
and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or
the authority whieh that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall erect signs designating fhe aepartment's order or the
authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that
portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance
or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected.
The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution,
may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial
vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on
designated highways. These prohibitions and 1limitations
shail must be designated by appropriate signs placed on the
highways."

Section 10. Section 61-10-141, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-141, Officers authorized to weigh vehicles and
require removal of excessive loads —- enforcement of wmotor
carrier safety standards —— duty to obtain bills of lading
for agricultural seeds. (1) A peace officer, officer of the
highway patrol, or employee of the department of
transportation may weigh any vehicle regulated by 61-10-101
through 61-16-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110, except

recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132, either by
neans of portable or stationary scales, and may reguire that

the vehicle be driven to the nearest scales if those scales
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are within 2 miles. That person may then require the driver
to unload immediately that portion of the load necessary to
decrease the weight of the vehicle to conform to the maximum
allowable weiéhts specified in 61-10-10% through 61-10-104
and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110,

(2) Commodities and wmaterial unloaded as required by
this section shait must be cared for and removed from the
highway right-of-way by the cwner or operator of the vehicle
at the risk of that owner or operator. The removal shaiil
must be within a reasonable time designated by the person
who has compelled the unloading. ]

{3) The department of transpartation may establish,
maintain, and éperate weigh stations, either intermittently
or on a continuous schedule, and may require vehicles,
except passenger cars and pickup trucks under 8,000 pounds
G.V.W. and recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132
(that are not new or used recreational vehicles traveling
into or through Montana fFor delivery to a distributor or a
dealer), to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection
for compliance with all laws pertaining to their operation
and safety requirements.

(4) The department of transportation shall work with
the highway patrol in the enforcement of safety standards
adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005. For the purposes of the joint

enforcement, the highway patrol is designated as the lead
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agency. The highway patrol and the department of
transportation shall cooperate to assure gnsure minimum
duplication and maximum cocordination of enforcement effort.

{5) In order to enforce compliance with safety
standards adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005, the department of
transportation shall designate employees as peace officers.
The designated employees must be employed in the
administration of the gross vehicle weight functions of the
department of transportation. Each employee designated as a
peace officer may:

(a) issué citations and make arrests in connection with
violations of safety standards adopted under 44-1-1005;

(b} issue summons;

{c) accept bail;

{d) serve warrants for arrest;

{e) make reasonable inspections of cargo carried by
commercial motor vehicles)

(f) make reasonable pafety inspectiona of commercial
motor vehicles utilized by motor carriera; and

{g) require production of documents relating to the

cargo, driver, routing, or ownership of sweh commercial

motor vehicles.
{6) In addition to other enforcement duties amsigned
under this section, an employee of the department of

transportation has:
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{a) the same authority to enforce provisions of the
motor carriers law as that granted the public service
commission under 69-12-203; and

{b} the duty to secure or make copies, or both, of all
bills of lading or other evidence of delivery for shipment
of agricultural seeds as defined in 80-5-120 that have been
sold or are intended for sale in Montana and to forward the
copies to the department of agriculture within 24 hours of

the date the bill of lading was obtained."™
Section 11. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read:
*"61-10-144. Violation of standards — tolerance. (1) It
is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or corporation to

viclate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and
61-10-106 through 61-10-110.

{2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination
of wvehicles may move over the highways to the firat open
state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the
excess welight penalties set Eafth in 6§1-10-145 if the total
gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does
not exceed allowable total gross weight limitations by more
than 5%, or 7% if the wvehicle or combination of vehicles is
transporting livestock, and if the weight carried by any
axle or combination of axles does not exceed the allowable
axla weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7% if the

vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting
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livestock. In the event the vehicle or combination of
vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or
axle weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7% if the
vehicle or combination of wvehicles is transporting
livestock, the department may issue a single trip permit for
the fee of $10 for allowing satd the vehicle or combination
of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility
where its load can be safely adjusted or to its destination.
Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in
excess of 5%, or 7% if the vehicle or combination of
vehicles is transporting livestock, are subject to the Fines
provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 5% of the
total gross or axle weight limitations, or 7% if the vehicle
or combination of vehicles is transporting livestock, must
be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight
limitations before the vehicle or combination of vehicles is
moved from the point of weighing.

{3) An operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles
subject to the provisicns of 6§1-10-107{4) may move over a
highway, except any highway which that is part of the
féderal-aid interstate system, within a 50-mile radius of
the harvested Eieldrto the point of first unloading without
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145
if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of

vehicles does not exceed allowable weight limitations by
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more than 20% per axle, but the maximum lcad per inch of
tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The vehicle or
combination of vehicles may not exceed 40 miles per hour. Ne
singie A single trip permit as required in subpection (2)

shaii-be is not applicable toc auch vehicle or combination of

vehicles. When such the vehicle or combination of vehicles
violates any of the provisions of this subsection, the fine
or penalty imposed shaii-appty applies to that portion of

the load above the legal limit.”"

Section 12, Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read:
*$1-10-145. Penalties. {1} A person, firm, ar
corporation convicted of violating 61-10~-101 through

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished

by a fine of not 1ess than $30 or more than $100. A persbn,
firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle
upon the public highways of this state with weight upon a
wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum

permitted by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other
penalties praovideéd by law for the offense, the following
amounts: '

{a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000
pounds;

{b) $50 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds

and less than 4,001 pounds;
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{c) $70 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds
and less than 6,001 pounds;

(d) $100 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds
and less than 8,001 pounds;

(e) §160 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds
and lesa than 10,001 pounds;

({£) $220 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds
and less than 12,001 pounds;

{g) $300 for any exceas weight more than 12,000 pounds
and less than 14,001 pounds;

(h) $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds
and less than 16,001 pounds;

(i) $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds
and less than 18,001 pcunds;

(j) $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds
and less than 20,001 pounds;

(k) 51,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000
pounds and less than 25,001 pounds;

(1) $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000
pdunds.

(2) If a motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable
axle that is not fully extended and carrying its
proporticnate share of the load while the motor vehicle is
operated upon the highways of this state, the weight

penalties in subsection (1) apply to all weight over the
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legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles regardless of
whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. 1In
addition to the penalties in subsection (1), the owner or
operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the
retractable axle fully extended while the gross weight of
the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed
axles,

(3) A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear
issued pertaining to a violation of the gross weight

regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 must specify the amount of the overweight
chat the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle
or combination of vehicles.

(4) The penalties in subsection (1) do not apply to an
operator who £fails to secure a Bpecial permit as provided
for in 61-10-107(3) if the vehicle or éonbination of
vehicles is not overweight with such a permit. The failure
to obtain the special permit is punishable under 61-10-146
and under this section as provided in 61-10-146, and the
operator is required to purchase the permit. If the vehicle
or combination of vehicles exceeds the weight limitations
allowed by special permit and the operator Fails to obtain a
permit under 61-10-107(3}, the penalties of aubsection (1)
apply to the weight exceeding 80,000 pounda.

(5) It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in
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46-18-212, for a person, firm, cor corporation to violate any

of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 6l~10-142.%

Section 13. sSection 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-201. Gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck
tractors. In addition to other fees for the 1licensing of
vehicles, there sha} must be paid and collected annually
for each truck and truck tractor, based upon the maximum
gross loaded weight thereof as set by the licensee in his

the application, the following fees:

Schedule T
Up £0 6,000 1bS. .cececenccannncoccccnasssanrssnsrenas $ 7.50
6,001 through B,000C 1b8. ....ceeceraracarvansaranne .- 12.50

8,001 through 10,000 1bs. .....c.cvevuesssrnsssssnsss 17.50
10,001 through 12,000 lbs. ..........cccc5550ivemnnnn 20,00

12,001 through 14,000 1bs. ...cesessecevsssssnnesanan 22.50

14,001 through 16,000 lbs. ........ccctvneencccnanns . 27.50
16,001 through 18,000 1bS8. .....ccureeeeccvenancs. ses  37.50
18,001 through 20,000 1b8. ......ceeeeucccannnnns «es. 50.00
20,001 through 22,000 1bs. ........eceteetcancnannn. +« 62,50
22,001 through 24,000 1bB, ...eevrrrsencnnns cvecsnses 93,75

24,001 through 26,000 1bB. +svvevcrtcesrancnrvnnmrrsess 125,00
26,001 through 28,000 1DB. .euesvsveresrssnsuensesrss 156,25
28,001 through 30,000 1b8, ..ceeevssarssrcnaesnssares 206,25
30,001 through 32,000 1b8. ....c000uceanssascarisassas 262.50
32,001 through 34,000 1bs. ............cvicuciviaee., 31B.75
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34,001 through 36,000 lbs. ....iiveeeisresssasaasanas 375.00
36,001 through 3B,000 lbs. .....cccectitencessscacssa. 431.25
38,001 through 40,008 lbB. .....cccoeeteseennnasacssss 487,50
40,001 through 42,000 lbs. ........ccctsverrnesancre. 543,75
Over 42,000 lbs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 ¢through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 .......c.csveccrnnsrrossscasrsssenss 62.50
per ton or fraction thereof of a ton."
Section 14. sSection 61-10-202, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-202. Grosa weight fees on trailers and
semitrailers. In addition to other fees for the licensing of
vehiéles, there =shai* must be paid and ccllected annually
for each trailer and semitrailer, based upon the maximum
grogz  loaded weight theresf as set by the licensee in his
the appliication, except as otherwise provided, the following
fees:
Schedule II
Trailers Other Than Housetrailers
Up tc 2,500 1bs. for personal use ...........eccu0.,. Exempt
Up to 2,500 lbs. for commercial use ........e000.... $ 3.75
2,501 through 6,000 1bB. ....eevcceerroccanrssnnoncans 5.00
6,001 through B,000 1b8. ..., ecceecevnccnnerossnnnna 15.00
8,001 through 10,000 1bS. ......ccuvcviecccsnsversnass 17.50
10,001 through 12,000 1bS, ....evvvsnersscssesessnna. 20,00
12,001 through 14,000 1bS. ..i.iiitcnennssnaneasannnna 22.50
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14,001 through 16,000 lbs. ......... sestesesssessnsess 27.50
16,001 through 18,000 lbs. ....covesvssencssvssecaeses 37.50
18,001 through 20,000 1bs. ....v00ssesessacsecersasss 50.00
20,001 through 22,000 1b8, .iicvsssrvrascenrrnsrenerss 62.50
22,001 through 24,000 1lbs. ...... vartesusasaeneranuners 93,75
24,001 through 26,000 lbs. ....... cerssbesevsersevnases 129.00
26,001 through 28,000 1lbS. ...cvoeersssinsssccssnnesers 156,25
28,001 through 30,000 1b3. ..ceemsnnssssrssnsensssers 206,25
30,001 through 32,000 1lbs. ......... wenmmasssnnsanues 262.50
32,001 through 34,000 1lbs. ..... cossesnnesaas [ 318.75
34,001 through 36,000 1b8., +ssevccccccenvsccssaccssacs 375,00
36,001 through 38,000 1bS. +vvvevrsevsocsenceancssascs 431,25
38,001 through 4C¢,000 1b8. ..sveerrsrrnnnsanecncnnass 487.50
40,001 through 42,000 1bS. ...iiecceceesservrsvrarnsese 543.75
Over 42,000 lbs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106

through 61-10-110 .....ccnnvenvvnn. Prreamnmes veeasass B2.50
per ton or fracticn thereof of a ton."

Section 15. Section 61-10-210, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-210. Three unit combination —- fees in lieu of
gross weight fees —— wmarking. (1) Instead of the gross
weight fees provided in 61-10-201 through 61-10-209, the
owner of a motortruck or truck tractor used on the highways
of the state in connection with two trailers or semitrailers

at the same time shall register them as a three-unit

-25%- HB 294

[ PUR X ]

w o 2 ;h tn

1¢

12
13
14
15
16

17

18

HB 0294/03

three-unit combination in the following manner by:

(a) paying the registration and other fees covering the
maximum practiéal gross vehicle weight for the truck or
truck ttactdr, but not less than the actual operating gross
weight under 61-3-303, 61-3-321, and 61-10-201;

(b) registering the trailers in  accordance with
61-3-303 and 61-3-321 and paying the groas vehicle weight
fee prescribed for the maximum trailing locad in accordance
with 61-10-202 on the combined gross weight of the two
trailers or semitrailers, treating them as if they were a
single unit.

(2} This section dces not authorize axle 1loads in
excess to those established by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104
and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110."

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Section 61-10-105,

MCA, is repealed.

NEW _SECTiON. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. ([THIS ACT] IS

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1995.

-End-
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

Page 1 of 1
March 5, 1993

MR. PRESIDENT:

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had
under consideration House Bill No. 294 (first reading copy --
blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 294 be amended as
follows and as so amended be concurred in.

Signed:

That such amendments read:

1. Title, line 8.
Strike: "SECTIONS 61-10-101,"
Insert: "SECTION"

2, Title, lines 8 through 11.
Following: "61-10-107," on line 8
Strike: remainder of line 8 through "61-10-105," on line 11

3. Page 1, lines 15 through 22.
Strike: section 1 in its entirety
Renumber: subsequent sections

4. Page 4, line 8 through page 26, line 16.

Strike: sections 3 through 16 in their entirety

Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 2. Date of compliance. All
equipment existing on or after [the date the governor signs
this act] must comply with the provisions of 61-10-107(2) by
January 1, 1996." '

Renumber: subsequent section

—END-

SENATE

8 29
|~ amd. Coord. STQ&C\ _ H ‘/
T Sec. of Senate Senatof)Carrying Bill 501101S8C.Sma
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HOUSE BILL NO. 294
INTRODUCED BY LARSON
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING THE LAW
CONCERNING VEHICLE LOADS; REDUCING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE
WEIGET ON AXLES EQUIPPED WITH SINGLE TIRES; AMENDING
SHEFIONS~-63—-16-16%y SECTION 61-10-107, 63-30-3887y-61-16-12695
61-16-1307y——-61-10-2237---61-16-1247--61-20-3267--6%-10-120~
63-16-3437-61-30-1447-61-20-1457-61-16-2017——61-10-282,--ANB
61-26-2107--MEAT AND RBPHAB*NG—SEET*BN;Gi-i0—*057 MCA; AND

PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section—1-—Section-63-18-1617-HEAT-is-amended-to—read+——
253-30-30i-~-Standards-of-maximun——-dimensionsy——-weightsy

eter———PFhe--standards—-provided--for--in--61-18-102--through

61—36-304-and-63-30-166-through—61-10-110-govern-the-maximum

dimensionay-weightsrz—-and--other——characterinaties--of--motor
vehicies--operating--over--the—-highways—-in-the-state-to-the
exciusion——-of--other—--standards---er——-other---requirementsa
reapecting-the-subjece-mateerst
Section 1. sSection 6§1-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-10-107. Maximum gross weight -- when permit

required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of
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20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40

inches or less than 96 inches apart may carry a load in

excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total locad

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are

included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40

inches apart, extending across the full width of the

vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or
leas apart are considered as a single axle. A vehicle or
combination may not have more than nine axles. The maximum
gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or
combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula:
W = 500{(LN/(N - 1}) + 12N + 36)

in which W equals gross weight, L eguals wheel base in feet,
and N eguals number of axles, except that two consecutive
sets of tandem axles may carry a gross lcad of 34,000 pounds
each if the overall distance between the first and last
axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or
more,

{2) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the
requirements of subsection (1), ¢ts-maximum-isad-per-inch-of
tive-widthr-exctuding-the-asteering-axie;-may-not-exceed--606
pounds,;--based--on--the--tablte--in--61-16-185¢3)- ailt-axies

bearing-an-axie-ioad-in-excess-cf-1p;040-pounds;-except——-for

the—-~steering-axie-or-an-axie-equipped-with-wide—-base-tiresy

must-have-at-ieast-four-tires;—-¥In-ltieu——-of-—four--tires--per
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axiey--an--axie——may-—be--equipped-with-wide-base-tivress-Fhe

naximun-icad-on—-axies-—equipped--with-—-wide-bhase--tireas—-is

timited--to——450—-ponnds——per——inch——of--tire-widths-Por-the

purposes-of-this-section;-wide-base-tires-are~-tires--with-—-a

nominal--width-of-i4-or-more-inchess;-Ali-tires-muse-be-given

credit-for—the--nominai--width--when—-ealcuiating--atiowabie

weight-under-this—-sections ITS MAXIMUM LOAD PER INCH OF TIRE

WIDTH, EXCLUDING THE STEERING AXLE, MAY NOT EXCEED 500

POURDS, BASED ON THE TABLE IN 6§1-10-105(3}.

{3} If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination
exceeds 80,000 pounds, the vehicle or combination must have
a special permit, which may be issued in the discretion of
the department of transportation based on evaluation of
safety, highway capacity, and economics of highway
maintenance and vehicle operation. The fee is $20 per trip
permit or $100 per term permit. A term permit may not be
issued for a period of time greater than the period for
which the GVW license is valid. Owners of vehicles 1licensed
in other jurisdiections may, at the discretion of the
department, purchase permits to expire with their
registration. Permits may specify and permits issued under
61-10-124(6) must specify highway routing.

{4) A special permit 1issued under subsection (3) for
the trangportation of agricultural products by farm vehicles

from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery to

~-3- HR 294

w N -

10
11
12
i3
14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24
25

HB 0294/04

the point of first unloading is for the full term of the
harvest season of the agricultural product transported.

(5) This section does not apply to highways that are a
part of the national system of interstate and defense
highways (as referred to in 23 U.S5.C. 127) when application
of this section would prevent this state from receiving
federal funds for highway purposes.”

Section3-—Section-61—16-1687-MCA;-is-amended-to-read:--

#63-10-188:——Reduction—under-speciat-cireumstancess—~Fhe
maximum--axte--and--axie--group--iocads——atated--in-61-18-165
61-18-167--are——aubject--to—-reasenabie--reduetion——in-~-the
discretion---of--the--department--cf--transpertation—-during
periods-when-road-subgrades——have--been--weaikened-——by--water
saturation-or—other—cansenst

Section—4.--Secticn-61-16-1897-MEA; -is-amended-to-read:—

163-20-169---Operation-—-—-- without----speciat----permits
prehibited:-Phe-cperation-ef--vehictes--or--combinations--of
vehicles—-having--dimensions——or--weights--in--exeess-of-the
maximum-timits-specified-in-61-10-10t-through-6i-16-3104—~and

61-10-3286--throngh-631-16-188-is-permitted-onty-if-anthorired

by-special-permit-issued-by-the-department-of-tranaportation
or—its-agents—ot—ehe—highway—paeroiel

Section5-—Section-61-106-110;-MCA;- in-amended-ta-read:--

263-19-~118---Pederat-—laws-~-Sections——-631-10-183—-¢through

61-36-204—and-61-30-1905-throngh-61-18-109-do-not-—-authorizes
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without—a-permit-issued-as-provided-by-tawy-the-operation-of
a--combination-of-vehietes-having-a-gress-weighty-ante-teadsy
or-size-in-excesns-of-that-aunthorized-in-those——sectiona;——or
the--aperation-—of-a-combination-af-vehietas-en-the-national
system—of-interstate—and-defense—-highways——having—-a--gross
weight-—ar—-aize--in-exceas-of-that-permitted-by-taw-in-this
state-before-duty-17-19567-or-by-federali-taw-—or-—-regquiation
in--axcess--thereof;-which-is-adopted--(f-federal-iaw-atiows
estabirshment-of-size-and-weight-timits-in-excess--of——thease
pernitted-—in--those--seetionsy-without-penatey-or-dentai-of
federai--funds--for--highway--purpoeses;--the—-department——of
transportation—maysy-by-permit-designating--highway--routings
autherize-the-movement-on-highways-under—its—jurisdiction-of
vehicies--or-combinations-of-vehicies-of-a-stze-or-weight-+n
excena-of-the-timits-provided-for—-in--these—-sectcionsy—--but
within——the--timies-—-necessary--to--guatify—-for-federai—-aid
highway-funda-2
Section—6-—Section-61-10-1237-MEA7-is-amended-to-read-=——
L63-30-12i-—-Permits-for-excess--size--and--weight-——{i})
Upon-—application--and-with-good-cause-showny-the-department
of-cranspertation-and-iocai-anthorities-in-their--respective
Jurindictions—-may--issue——teiephonicariy—-or--in--writing-a
special-permit-anthorizing-the-appiicant-to-operate-or--move
a—-vehicter—-combination-ef-vehicienr-toady-chbjecty—or-other

thing-of-a—aize-or-weight-exceeding-the-maxtmum-specified-in
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6§1-10-191-through-61-168-104-and-61-16-186-through--63-18-110

upon--a--highway-—under——the--jurisdiction--of--and--for-the
maintcenance——ef-—which——the——body-—granting--che--permit—-is
responsibies-Howevery;-oniy-the-department-may-issue-—-permits
for--movement--of--a--vehicte--or--combination--of--vehicies
carrying--buite-up-or-reducibie-itonda-in-excess—of-9-feet—in
wideh-or-exceeding-the-iengths-height;—or—-vweight--specified

fn---61-10-181i---threugh--61-10-164--and--61-3+0-106-—-threugh

61-160-118+--Phis——-permpit——must-—be——issued--in--che-—--pubiie
interests-—A——ecarrier-receiving-this-permit-meat-have-pubtie
titabitiey-and-property-damage-insurance-for--the--preotection
of——the--traveiing—-pubiic--as--a-wholte--A-permic-may-not-be
issued-for-a-period-greater-cthan-the-period--for--which--the
6VW--1icense--is-vatid;-incinding-grace-periodsy-as—provided
in--this--titiec--Owners——-of--vehicltes—-ticensed——in-——other
jurisdictions--may;--at--the--discrecion——of-the-departmentsy
purchase--permita-—to--expire——with--their-—registrations—-A
ticense-required-by-the-state—-—governs-—the--issuance--of--a
speciat—-permitv——Fhe--department--may--issne--to-deaters-in
inpiements--of-—hAusbandry-——-and---seif-propeiied-—-machinery
overaize-permitay-which-may-be-transferred-from-unit-to-unit
by--the--dealtery--for--the-fee-set—forth-in-61-10-r24--Fhese
eversize-permits-may-not-restrict-deaters-in--impiements--of
husbandry--and--seif-propeiisd-machinery-froem—traveling-on-a

Saturday-or—Sunday-and-expire-cn-Becember-3i-of--sach~--years
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with--ne——grace——period--Por-the-purposes—of-this-sectionr-a
deater——in—-implements——of-—-husbandry-——or---seif-propetied
machinery-must-be-a-resident-of-the—stater-A-peat-office-box
namber—is-not-a-permanent-addreéess-under-this-sections
t2y~—Phe-—-appiicant---for---a---speeiai-—-permit--shaii
speeificatiy-describe-the-powered-vehicie-or-towing--vehicie
and--generaliy—-describe-the—-type-cf-vehicier—combination-of
vehictesy-toadr-objecty-or-other-thing——to--be--cperated-—or
moved-—-and-—the——particuiar——state—-highways—-over-which-the
vehiclter-combination-of-vehieiesr--toads——objectr-—-or--other
thing——is-to-be-moved-and-whether-the-permit-is-required-for
a-singie-trip-or-for-continuous-operations*
SectiomF—Section-61-16-1247-MCA7-is-amended-to-read:—-
u6k-36-i24---Speciat-permits———fpo——-—- eraness——{tiy--As
used---in-—this-—sectiony-—"eranel--means--a--seif-propetied
singie-unit-vehiclte-consisting-of-not-more-than--four--axies
and--used--for-raistngr;-shifeingr-and-iowering-heavy-weights
by-means-of -a-prejecting-swinging-arm=
+24-—-Except-as-provided-in-subsections-—{3ytbyr-—¢t33td}s
and——+63y7—~in-addition-te-the-reguiar-registration-and-gross
vehicte-weight-feesr;—a-fee-of-$10-for-each-trip-permit—and-a

fee-of-975-for-ecach-tern-permib—issned-for-size--and--weight

in-—excess—~of-that-specified-in-61-16-10i-threugh-61-16-104

and—-61-18-1086--through--63-10-116--must--be--paid--for--axi

movements—under—-speciai-parmits-on-the-pubtic-highways—under
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the-jurisdietion-of-the-deparement-of-transportations
{33-—-tay-Bxcept——~as--provided~-in--subsections-——{3+tb¥r
33+d)7——t637-—and—~{#};-~term-or—-bianket-permits-may-not—be
issued-for-an-overwidth-vehiete;—~combination--of--vehiciesy
rtoad7——or--other—-thing-—-in-excess-of-15-feet;-an-overiength
vehiceier-combination-ef-vehiciesy;—-isadr--chjecky--or--cother
thing--in--execess--of-~95--feet;--and-an-overheight-vehiciey
eombination-of-yehicies;—toad;-or-sther-thing-in--excess-—-of
t4-—feety-—or--of~-a--iimit--determined-by-the-deparements~-A
vehicier-combination-of-vehiciesy-toady-or--other-—thing—-in
excess——-of-—these--dimenstons—-is-itimited-to-trip-permitsc-4A
Recky-Meuntain-double-may-not-exeeed--81--feet——in-~combined
eraiter——iengthy—-and-the-tong-semitraiter-cargo—unit—af-the
ecombination-may-nok-~exceed——48--feet--in--length---A--Rocky
Mountain—-donbie--is—-not--subject--to--a-combination-tength
timitr-Speetat-permitas-for-vehitcie-combinationa-of-more-than
two-trailers-or-more-than—two-units-designed-for-sr—used—-to
carry-~a--icad--are--not--permitted-—-except--as-—provided-in
subsections—-{63)--and--{7#4:—-Speciat--permits——fer——-vehicie
combinations——-—-may-~--specify—--and---speciai--permits--under
subsections—{6}-and-{t7y-must--specify—-highway--routing--and
ctherwise--timit-or-preseribe-conditions-of-operation-of-the
vehicie--or--combinatien;—~inciuding—-but--net——iimited-—te
required————equipment;——--speedy;—---stabilityr———operationai

proceduresy-and-insurances
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tb¥-—A-—-term--permit--may--be—-issuned--to--a--deater-—in
impiements—cf-husbandry-and-seif-propeiied-machinery—£for—-an
overwideh--or—-overiength—-vehiclie-referred-to-in-subseection
t3rteys-FPhe—fee-for-this-permie-ia-9g75--Phis-permit-covers-a
period-ef-i-year-and-expirea-on-Becember-3i--of--each--yeary
with-ne-grace-periods

tey--With--payment--of-the-appropriate—grosa—weighe—fees
required-by-61-10-20-and-61-16-202-and-with-payment-of——the
fee-—-prescribed-in-subsection-t2y7-2aiiowable—gross-weight-of
a-five-axite-combination-1og9ing-vehicte-i9-887080-poundss

tdy——-A-term-permit-may-be-iasued-for-any-combination--of
vehieles—--that-exceeds-95-feet-in—-tength-but-does—not-exceed

1868-——~feebt-———in--—-—combination————tengthy-—---- exeept————-— a

truck-tratiter-traiier or a ——track
tractor-semitraiter-trarier-traiter-combinations-for--travei
onty-on-highways-that-are-part-of-the-federat-aid-interstate
aystemy--as-defined-in-66-1-1837-or-on-other-highways-wichin
a-2-mite-radius-of-an-interchange-en-the--interastate--system
in—-ordet--to-obtain—neeéssarr—aervices—er-to—iund—or—unioad
at-a-terminalk--When-a-terninal-ins-beyond--a--2-mite--radiusy
the-deparement-may-authorize-travei-between-the-terminat-and
the-interchanges:—Fhe-fee-for-this-permit—is-93125c
t4}--Bxeept--an--provided-in—subsection-t3¥tbyr-a-permit
may-not-be-issued-for-a-period--of——time——greater-—-than--the

period--for——which——the--8VW-license-is-valid-as-provided-in
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this-titier-inciuding-grace-periods-aiiowed-by--this--titites
Swners--sf--vehicles-lticenned-in~other-jurisdictions-mayr-a¢
the-dineretion-of-the-department-of-transpertationy-purchase
permies--to--expire-—-with-—-their-——registeations--A---iteenae
reguired--by--the--state-—goveras--the-iasuance-of-a-speeciai
permies
1t5)--Fhe-owner-or-operator-—of——ag——crane—with--a--greas
vehicte—-weight--of--1esa--than-8676000-poundas-—may-purchase-a
38-day-speciat-permit-for—overweight——if-—-the--crane--has—-a
current-speciat-mobite-equipment—identification-pltate—and—if
the-—--department---of-——transportation——-has---approved—-—-the
configuration—-of--the--¢rane——through——a--weight-—-—anaiysis
conplieted--within-—-the-same-caiendar-yearr-The-permit-ia-not
transferablie;-and-the-fee-for-the-permit-ias-5200<
+6)-—FPhe-department-—may-issue——spectat--permits——to--the
eperating-—company—-for--a--truck-traiier—traiter——or--truech
tracter-semitraiter-tratter-trarter—-combinacion-af-vehictes
under-the-foliowing—conditionss
tay--the-combination-may-be-operated--onty--on—--highways
that--are—-part--of--the--federai-aid--interatate--system-as
defined-in--66-1-103--and--within——a——-2-mtte--redius--of--an
tnterchange——on-the-interstate-asystem-on-other-highways-onty
in—order-to—obtain-necesasary-services-or-to-oad--or--unicad
at-—a--terminats--When-a-terminal-is-heyond-a-2-mite-radiunay

the-department-nay-authorize—travei-between-the-terminat-and
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the-interchanger
tb}--a-combination-of-vehicies--powered--by-—a——cab-over
teite-—caby-—type—-truck-tractor--or--a-truck-may-net-exceed
everati-iength-of-1085-feet;—-inciustve-—-of——frent--and--rear
bumpers-and-overhangs
{e}--a-combination—of-vehicies-pawered-by-a-conventionai
track-tractor-—may--not——exceed--overati-tength-of-1i0-feety
inciustve-of-front-and-rear—bumpers-and-everhangs
tédy——-ne an-individuai-earge-unic-sf-the-combination-——may
not-exceed-20-1/2-feet-in-tength-and-182-inches-in-widehs
tey--groas--weight——fees—under-61-16-283-must-be-paid-on
the-truck—or-truek-cractor-for—the-deciared-registered-groas
weight—-of-the-special-vehicie-combinationy-but-not-to-exceed
the-formuia-in-631-16-163%+
t£y--the~-combination-must-have-a-restricted-ronte-permit
under-61-16-187¢t3y-and-a-special-everiength-permit-issved-at
a-fee-of-5200-for-a-term—peraie-or-$26-for-each~trip-permits
tgy——travei-ef-the--combinatien—-may--be--restricted--to
specifie-—routesy—-hours-—-of--operationy—-specific--daysr-or
seasonat-periodss—and
t+hi--the-department-may-enforece-any--other--reserietions
determined--by-the-department—to-be-necessary:-Fhe-permit—¢s
not-transferabiey-and-the-fee-for-the-permit-in-9200~
+73--Fhe-department-of-tranaportation-may-issue—--special

permien---gnder--subsection--{6y-—for--vehiclie--combinations
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consisting-of-a-truck-tratter-traiter—ifs
tay--the-vehicie-combinatianis-everaii-iengtin——inciusive
of-front-and-rear-bumpers-is-nab-more—than-95-feats
tby-—a--person;—firmy—~or--corperation--appiying——for-a
permit———under———this-——-subsection——--t3y-—-—-opetated----the
truck-traiter-traiter-combination—-before-duly-17-198%s
tey-——truck-traiter—traiter-—operations-are-restricted-to
the-specified-routes-those-vehicles-operated-on-before--gaty
¥7-19677-and
tdy—-a--persony--firm;--or--corporation--appiying——for-a
peérmit-provides—the-deparcment-——of--tranaportacion--with--an
affidavit-—-designating--the--routes--the-vehicte-operated-on

before-Juty-1y-1983:4
SectionB-—Section-61—316-1267-MCA7-is—amended-to-reads——
261-18-126-——Bepoait-of-feear-Ali-fers--cotlected——under

61-136-101--through-61-16-1684-and-61+-36-106-through-63-36-125

shatl must-be-forwarded-to-the-state-treasurer--for-—deposit
in--the~--atate--highway-aceonnt~-in-the-state-apeciai-revenue

Fund-4
Section-9.—geetion-61-10-1287-MEA7-ia-amended-to-read:——
163-10-128---tPemporary}-Hhen-avthorities--may--restrict
right-to-use-roadway=-{i3-Neither-the-department-ner-a-iteeai
antherity--may--atter——the-timitations-previded-in-6%-16-161

through--61-16-104-—-and--61-18-1d6——through-——-631-10-138-——or

substitute-—other--1imitetions--or-~requirements;——-exeept-as
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provided-in—this-section~
t2}--Phe-departaent-oé-transportation——by—-ordery—-or—--a
}scai---road--authority--by--erdinance--or--reseoiutiony—-may
prohibit-the-operation-ef--or--inpose--restrictiona--on--the
weight--and-speed-of-a-vehicie-traveling-on-a—publiec-highway
under-ita--respective-—-juriadiection--and——for—-which--ie—-ip
responaibie--for--maintenance——whenever——the-highway-wiit-be
seriousiy-damaged-or-destroyed-by-deteriorations-rainy-snows
or-other—eiimatic-conditionsr-uniesa-the-use-of-vehicies—-on
the-highway-is—-prohibited-or-the-permissibie-vehielte-veighes
and--speed--are—reduced:-Phe-department-of-transpertation-or
the-autherity-whieh that-enactsa-the-ordinance-or-—resoltuation
shati--erect-aigns-designating—the-departmentis—order-or-the
agthorityla-erdinance-er-resolution-—at--cach--end--of——that
portion--of-the-highway-affectedr-and-the-order-or-ordinance
sr-resolntion—is—-not-effective—until-che-aigns-ars-—ereeteds
fhe-departmentr-or-the-anthority-by-erdinance-or-resoiutionsr
may--prohibit--the—-operation--of-trucks-or-other-commerecial
vehiciesy——or--impose--timitattons——on--—their-——-weight—--en
designated-highways7-subject-to-the-provisions-of-subsection
+3}7--These——prohibitions——and-—-limitations--shall must—-be
denignated-by-appropriate—signs-piaced-on-the-highways=
$t33—-Neitther--the--department--nor-a-lcecat-auncherity-may
prohibie-the-operation-of-or-impose—-a--restriction—-on--the

weight--ef——a--vehicle--loaded-with-perishabie-seed-potatoes
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that-is-traveting-on-a-pubiic-highway-if:
tay-—-the-vehicie-is--being--operated--within--its--tegal
ticensed-grosa-vehicln-weights
tby—a—--permit--has--been--issued--under--61-16-103¢3¥7
regardiesas-of-the-vehiciets——gross——weighty--specifying——the
rodte——from——-point--of--toading-to-the-nearest-nonrestriceed
roads~-and
tey—-the-driver-has-in-hia-possession-of-a-federai-state

inapection-certificate—itssuned-for-the-iecad~

t4y—-A-permit-% d-under-subsection-{3}-may-be-revoked
for-violating-any-condition-of-the-permits-tPerminates—-dune
307-1993--sec<-27-Eh--4767-b:~1993% =4

61-10-128+-~tBffective——~duly--17y--1993y-When-authorities
may-restrict-right-to-use—-roadway:-tiy-A-tocat-authority-may
not-ateer-the--timitaciona—-provided-=-in--6i-36~202~-chrongh

63-18-184--and—-61-18-186-—through——61-10-1310-—er-substitute

other-iimications-or-requirements;——except--as——provided——in
this-sections
t+2)--Fhe--department——of--transpertation-—-by-ordery-or-a
Iecali--read--authority——by--ordinance--or--resotutiony~--may
prohibie——the——operation--of--or—-impose-restrictions—on-the
weight-and-speed-of-a-vehicle-traveting-on-a-pubiic--highway
undepr--ies-—respective——jurisdietion--and--for--which—-it-is
responsibie-for-maintenance-whenever--the--highway--witt--be

seriousiy-damaged-or-destroyed-by-deceriorationy-rainy-snowy
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or——other-climatic-conditionsry-uniess-the-use-of-vehicies-on
the-highway-is-prohibited-or-the-permissible-vehicie-weights
end-speed-are-reduced--Phe—departnent-of--transpertation--or
the--anthority-which that-enacts-the-ordinance-or-resciution
shail-erect-signs-designating-the-deparementis-order-or——the
anthorityls-—ordinance--or-—resointion—-at--each-end-of-that
pertion-of-the-highway-affected;-and-the-order-or--ordinance
sr--resolntion-is-net-effective-untii-the-signs-are-erecteds
Fhe-departmenty—or—the—autherity-by-ardinanece-or-resatutiony
may-prohibit-the-operation-of——trucka--ar—-other--commerciai
vehiclesy-—-—or———impose———limitations--on--thetr--weight——on
designated——highways:——These—-prohibitions—-and--iimitations
shait pust-be-designated-by-appropriate-signs-piaced-on——the
Righways+4" l

Section—10.- - Section-61-10-14i7-MEAy—is-amended-to-read:——

263-39-3d4i-——0fficers——anthorized——-to-weigh-vehiecies-and
reguire—remeval-of-excessive-icads----enforcement——-eof--meter
carrier—-snfery-—standards——--duty-to-obtain-bills-of-tading
for-agricutturat-seedsar—{ti}r-A-peace—officery-officer—of--the
highway---patroi;——-or-—-—eapicyee—--of -——the--department——of
trpnaportation-may-weigh-any-vehicie-regutated-by--61-16-16%

ehrough--63—316-164--and--61-18-1606-through-61-16-11@y-except

recreationai-vehiclies-as--deftned——in--63-1-132¢y--either--by
means-of-portable-or-stationary-scates;-and-may-reguire—that

the--vehicie-be-driven-te—the-nearest-scaies-if-those-scates
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are-within-2-mites:-Fhat-person-may-then-regquire-the--driver
to--untecad-immediateiy-that-portion—of-the-toad-necessary-to
decrease—the-weight-of-the-vehicte-to—conform—to-the-maximum
ailowablie-weights-specified-in-61-16-101--through--62-16-1684

and-61-10-106-through-61-16-3318+

t2}--Commodities-—and--materiat--unioaded-as-required-by
this—seetion-shail must-be-cared-for-and--removed--from--the
highway-right-of-way-by-the-ewner-sr-operator-of-the-vehiecle
at——the--risk-—of--that-owner—-or-operator:-fhe-remoevai-shail
Bust—be-within—a-reasonabie-time-designated--by—-the--persen
who-has-compeiied-the-unicadings

t3}--Fhe—-department—~-of-—tranaportation—-may-estabtishr
maintainy-and-operate-weigh-stationsy—either--intermittently
or-—on--a--continuous--schedute;——and--may-require-vehiciesy
except-passenger-cars—and-pickop-trucka-under--87608--pounds
8r¥rWr——and--recreationat——-vehicies—-as—-defined-in-63-3-332
tthat-are-not-new—or-used--recreationat--vehictes-—-traveiing
inte——-or—-—-threugh-Montana-for-detivery-to—a-distributor-or-a
deaiter)y;-to-enter-for-the-purpese-af-weighing-and-inspection
for-compliance-with-aii-iawsa-pertaining-te——their--operation
and-safety-requirementss

t43-—-Phe——departnent——of--transportation-shali-work—with
the-highway-patroi—-in—the-enforeement—-of--safety——atandards
adopted-pursuant—-to-44-1-10857-Por-the-purposes-cf-the-j4oint

enforcementy——the--highway--patroi-is-designated-as—the-teead
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agency---Phe--highway---patrol———and-—-the——-departmenc---of

transportation—--shati--cooperate——to—-assure ensure-minimum
duptication-and-maxinum-coordination-of-enforcement-effores
£5)--En--order--to--enforce——-compiiance-—--with-—-safety
standards--adopted--pursuant-to-44-1-10057-che—-department-of
transportation-shati-designate-empicyees-as-peace--officerss
Fhe-——designated-—-empioyees——-must—--be-—-—empioyed--in--the
admninistration-cf-the-gross-vehicte—-weight-functions-of-—-the
department-—-ef-transportations—Hach-empioyee—designated-as-a
peace—-officer-mays
tay——issue-cications-and-make-arrests-in-connection-with
viotations-cf-safety-seandards-adepted-under-44-1-1605¢
tby--issue—summons
te}——acecept-bait;
{d)--serve-warrants—-for-arreses
tey--make-reasonabie-inspectiona--of--cargo--carried-—-by
commerciat-motor—vehicles;
t£y—-make——reasonablie--safety--inspections-cf-commerecial
netor-vehictes-utiiized-by-metor-carriers;-and

{g}--require-production-of--documents--retating-—to—-the

eargor—-drivery--routingy-—-er--ownership--of-such ecommereiail

motor-vehicliess
t63--in-additten-to-other--enforcement--duties——apsigned
under——this——-sectiony--an-—-empioyee—-of--the--department——of

transportation-hast
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tay--the--same--anthority—-to--enforce-provisions-of-the
motor-carriers-—ltaw——as--that--granted--the——-pubite--service
commission-under—69-12-203;—and

thy——the--duty-to-secure-or-make-cepieny-or-bath;-of-aii
bitis-of-iading-or-other—evidence-of-detivery-—for--shipment
of-—agricultturatr-aceds-as-defined-in-86-5-126-that-have-been
soid-ar-are-intended-for-sate-in-Montana-and-to-forward——the
copiea-—-to-—the-department-of-agricuiture-within-24-houra-of
the-date-the-bilti-of-tading-wans-abtained:®

Section-11-——Section-61-18-1447-MEA7-is—amended-to-read=—-

163-30-144-—-Violation-ef-standards———-tolerances-t1y-It
in-a-misdemeanor-for--a-—-persony--firmy—-or-—-corporation—--to
violtate--any--prevision—-of--61-18-161-chrough-631-16-164-and
61-128-186-through-63-16-316~+

t2y——Howevery—the-operator-of-a-vehicie--or--combination
of--vehicies--may--move——over-the-highways-to-the-first-open
state-seatey-permanenc-er-portabies—-without--incurring——the
excess--weight-penalties—set-forth-rn-63-10-145-if-the-total
grosa-vweight—-of-the-vehiete-or-combination-ef-vehiciea——does
not--exceed-atiowable-total-gqross-weight—timications-by-more
than-57-or-34-if-the-vehicie-or-combination-of-vehictes——is
transporting—-iivestocky-—-and--if--the-weight-carried-by-any
axie-or-combination-of-axies-does-not-exceed-—-the-—aitowabie
axite--weight--iimitations——by--mere-—-than--Sky--oe-34-if-the

vehicie--or——combination---of---vehiectes-—--ia---tranaporting

-18- HB 294



[ U N N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0294/04

tiventoeki——in——the-—event--the--vehicie--or-—combination-of
vehteles-is-not-in-execess-of—the-ailowabie--totai--gross—-or
axie—-weight——timibations-——by--more-—than--5Sty;——or-F4-if-the
vehicte—~or--combination———of-—-vehictes———-is-——tranaporting
itvestocks-the-department-may-issue-a-singte—trip-permte—£for
the--fee-of-518-for-attowing-said the-vehicie-or-combination
of -vehicies-to-move-ever—-the-highways-to-the-firat--facitity
where-ita-ioad-can-be-safety-adjusted-or—-to-its-destinations
Vietations——of--totai-—-gross--or--axie-weight-iimitations-in
excess-of-5§y——ar—-F4—~if~-the--vehicie--or--combination--of
vehicles-ia-transpereing-livestocky;-are-subject-to-the-£ines
provided--in-61-10-145y-and-aii-icads-in-excess-of-54-of-the
totat-gross-sr-axte-weight-iimitationsy-or—-7i-if-che-vehieie
or-combination-ef-vehicites—ra-transperting--livestocir—-must
be--adjuated--or--reduced--to-conform-to-the-size-and-weight
itmitations-before—the-vehiclie-or-combinaticn-of-vehiclen-is
moved-from-the-point-of-weighings
+33-—-An-operator-of-a-vehitcie-or-combination-of-vehictes
subject-to—the-provisions—of-61-18-363t4)—may--move--over--a
highwayry--except——any--highway--whieh that--is—-part-ef-the
federai—-anid-interstate-systemy-within-a——S6-mite—-radius—--of
the-—harvested-£field-te-the-point-of-first-untoading-without
incurring-the-exceaa-weight-penatties-set-forth-in-61-168-145
t+f-the-total-groas-weight-of-the-vehiele-or--cenhination-—-of

vehicies--does-—not-—-exceed--aitovabie-weight-timitatirons—by
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more-~than-28%-per-axiey-but-the-maximum--toad--per-—inch——of
tire--width—-may-—not--exceed--676--ponndsr--Fhe--vehicie-or
combination-of-vehicies-may-not-exceed-40-miltes-per-hour:i-Ne
singie A-singie-trip-permie-as-regquired--in--subsection—-{2}
shaii-be is-not-appiiecable-teo-such-vehicle-or-combination-of
vehictes-——When-—such the-vehicie-osr-combination-of-vehicies
violtates-any-of-the-provisiens—of-this-subseection;—tha—-£fine
or~-penaltty--impossd--shaii-apply appliesa-to-that-poertion—of
the-toad-above—-the-legal-1imit®
Section-12-—Section-61-18-145;-MCA7-is-amended-to-readz——
163-139~145-——Penattiesc——-{i}-———A——-person;——-firmy——~or
eerporation—-convieted--of-——-viotating---61-+8-+61---through

63-30-104——-ard-61-10-1306-through—61-16-118-ahalit-be-punished

by-a-fine-of-not-tess-than-936-or-more-than-$100v-A-—persony
£irmy--or-corperation—convicted-of-operating-a-motor-vehicie
gpen—the-pubite-highways-of-this-state-with—-weight--upon—-a
wheet;-—-axie;——or--group--of--axtes-greater-than-the-maximum

permitted-—-by--61-18-181--threugh--61-36-184-—-and--61-16-186

threugh-61-10-110-shail--be—~finedy-—-in--addicion——-te--other
penatties—-provided——by--iaw--for-the-of fensey-the-foliowing
amountss
tay-—-§30-for-any-exceas-weight-up-to-and-inciuding-2,000
poundas
tbi--956-for-any-excess-weight-more-—than--2;806——-pounds

and-iess-than—-4,001-pounds;
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tey-—578--for--any--excess-weight-mere—than-4y688-peunds
end-tess-than-67081-poundss
fd}--siBa—fer—any-e:eess-veighe-more»than——syeqe——pounds
and-iess—-than-87001-poundas
te¥——-§160—-for——any-excesa—weight-more-than-8,y608-pounds
and-1ess-than~-1687601-poundss
t£y--95226-for-any-exceas-vweight-more-than-107000--pounds
and-tesas-than-127003-poundas;
$9)--9366--for-any-excess—-weight-more-than-12y608-pounds
and-iess-than-t47081-pounds;
thy--9468-for-any-excess-weight-more-than-147808--pounds
and-iess—-than-16780i-pounds;
¢+y--35608—-for—any-excess-weight-nore-than-16y680-pounds
and-leas-than-1876061-poundss
t31--9660-for-any-excesn-weight-mere-than-187060--pounds
and-tess-than-26y801-poundss
tky--917000——€or--any—-excess-—-weight--more--than-267800
pounda-and-ieas-than—-257081i-pounds;
t33—-927000-for——any--excess-—weight——more-—than--2570860
pounds s
t2)—-F£--a--notor-vehicie-is—equipped-with—-a-retractabie
axie-~that--ts--net-—fuiiy---extended---and---carrying---its
proportionate--share--of-the-1oad-white-the-motor-vehiele—is
operated——upon——the——highways—-of--this--stater--the--weitght

penaltiea-in-subsection-tiy-appliy-to--aii--weight--over—the
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legat--marimum--alioved--by--the—-fixed--axies-regardiess-of
whether-the-axie-is-extended-at-the—-time--of—-weighing-——¥n
additien--te--the--penatties-in-subsection-{137-the-owner—or
operator-shaii-~be--£fined--93100--for~-—£aiiure--to~~have-—the
retractabis——axlte——fuily--extended-while-the-gross—-weight-of
the-vehiele—exceeds—the-tegat-naximum-atiowed-by-—the--fixed
axiess
£3)-~A-compiaint-fited-and-a-summons—-or—notice-to-appear
tssued—-pertaining——to-——a——-viotation--ef--the--gross—-weight

reguiations--in--61-16-101-—-chrough--61-10-104-and-63-30-1266

through-631-16-118-must-specify-the-amount-of-tha-—-overweight
that--the--defendant-ia-atieged-to-have-had-upon-the-vehicie
or-combination-of-vehiciess
t4y--Fhe-penatties-in-subsection-{+1y-do-not-appity-to--an
operntoi-—vhe--Eaiia--to—seeure-a-speeiai-peenée-ae-provided
for--in--61-10-18F¢33--if-—the--vehielie--or--combinatien——-of
vehicies-is-not-overveight-with—-such-a-permits—-Phe-——£arture
te--obtain--the-speciat-permit-is-punishabie-under-61-16-146
and-under-this—-section—-as-provided--in--61-38-467--and-—the
operator--is-required-to-purchase-che-permit:-if-the-vehiecle
er—combination-of-vehicies-exceeds--the--weight--1imitations
altowed-by-speciai-permit-and-the-operator-fatis-to-obtain-a
permit——under——61-10-103{3y7-the-penatties—of-subsection-¢i4
appiy-to-the-weight-exeeeding-6807000-pounds~

t5y-~it-ia-a--misdemeanory—-punishabie--as--provided--in

-22- HB 294



w o ~ oo

HB 0294/0¢ HB 0294/04

46-18-232y-for-a-persony-£firmr-or-corperatien-to-viciate-any 1 347003 -through-367800-tbar-crrrsrrrsssrrivr=vrersrrvs—375:00
ef-the-provistons-ef-63-10-1237-63-10-3417-0r-63-18-3 4278 2 367081 -through-307886-tbpr—srrrrrsrsrorsrrrrrrrrsrsvo—43:25
Section-13-—gection—61—18-201,-MEAy—is-amended—to-read-—— 3 387801 -through—407888-tbar—srrrrsrrrrsrerrrrrTTTrTr T —487<50
m61-30-204:——Bross--weight-fees-on-motortrucks-and-truek 4 487001 -chrough-42;0088-tbas-—srsrrersrsssssrssrssTrrive—543:75
tractoras—in-addition—te-other-feen--for--the-—iicenaing--of s Ever-427008-tbar-and-within-the-weight-timits
vehiciess--there--shatl must-be-paid-and-coiiected-annuaiiy. 6 “-specified-in-63-10-104--throngh--62-10-384-—and--6:-20-106
for-each-truck-and-track-tractor;—-based--upon-——the--maximom ! RLEE A A
grosa--loaded-—-weight-—therecf-as-set-by—the-ticensee-in-his 8 per-ton-or-fraction-thereof of-a_tonr®
Ens_,pplicatien’_the_fatia‘ing;fees? 9 Section-H4——Section-61-18-202,-MEAy-is-amended-te-reads——
Sehedule—3 : 10 261~18-282r--Bromas———weight---fees~--—on---eratiera-—--and
Hp-to-67000-1bsc—=sssrrrorsrsrrTsrrsTrrTTerTITyTTrvrs~—9=F=58 11 semibraiterss-In-addition-te-ether-feea-for-the-ticennsing-cf
6788k—through-Br800-1bss—srrrrrrrrrrrsressorsrrsrrrrr——k2750 12 vehicieay——there--ahaiti must-be-paid-snd-ecoilected-annuaiiy
B7001-threugh-107000-thss-rsrTTrrTerssrrsTssrssrssrrr——+7750 13 for—each-trailer-and-semitraitery——based--upon--che--—maximum
167803 —through—127008-1bsc—TTrTTTTTTTTTITITTETTTEFTTTT-—20700 14 groas--icaded--weight--thereof-as-set-hy-the-tiecensee-in-hin
$+2708k—through-147088-1b8c—TTTT 3T TTTTTTTITTTTTITTTI-—2R 756 15 ggg—appi&eatiunv—etéept—as—otherwise—providedr-the—foiiewing
347001—through-267808-1bss—rrrryivsissrssssvsssrsverr——27758 16 fees:
367002 -through-1B7088-3har~srr7s33sTT5 7T vsvsTr7vssTi-—37750 17 Scheduie-1f
387001-through-2087808-1bss—TsrrrrrserrrrsrrrsTTTsvess— 50708 18 fratiers-Gther-Than-Housetrailers
20700—through-227088-tbar—srssrsrsrrrsrrrrrrrrressrsy——62:-50 19 Bp-to-27508-ibs--for-persenai-use-rrrrrrrrrriTIsvrsor—Exempt
227001 -through-247000-1bss-TrrssrsrvssrrrrreTrssrrsss——93=95 20 Hp-te-27506-1bs—for-eommercisi-use-TrrvrIrrITiTTIve_-9-3795
247083 -through-267008-tbsz~TTT2TTssTTTTTTITITTITITTST-225:80 21 27503-through—67808-1bsv-svrrrorr=rrrrrsTsrTTIrTer e =500
267001-throngh-287000-tbsr-rrsrrrrrrrrsrTorrrTTerress—156=25 22 67803-through-87880-2B8T—TrsTITTTITTITTTITTTITITTNT 5769
287008i-through-367000-IPeT- 77T rTTTTTr 7T TTTITTFTT T+ 286725 23 8y60%-through-187088-bss—ssrrrrrrrsrvrrressvrrrrssror——¥¥:58
307002 —through-327009-1baz-tssrrirrivsrrrrTrTITTITTT-262750 24  397080%-through-12y080-ibaz-rrrsrrrrresssrrrorTrorTTTr——26708
327801-through-347006-1bas—rssrrrrerrrrssssrerrrersss—328:78 25 127001-through-14,080-tbas-ssrrrrrrrresrsssrssssssrsy——22:58
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167001-through-10870800-ibss-sscssrrrrssvessrssssressss——3#:50
187081-through-207808-tbsi~ssssvisssessssvssssosssvas——505600
2070801 -through-227600-tbs<s—<ccsssrssrrrrsrrrsvrorsravr——62<758
227802 ~through-247888-ibsr-ssrrrrrrsrssrsrssrsrrsrsrsrr——9357%

Gver-427000-1bas-and-within-the-weight-limits

--specified-in-61-30-101--ethreugh--63-168-104--and--63-16-3106

through-631-10-3B-coosrrrr e s T s s rsvTTrrrTTyTTTTTTTT Ty -—62558
per-ten-or—fraction-thereof of-a-tons®

Section- 15 -Section-63—36-—2107-MEA7-is—amended-to-reads--
L163-30-21367-—Fhree--unit—-combination————£fees—-in-tieu-of
gross-weight-fees————— markingz——tiy--instead--of--the—--groas
weight--fees--provided--in--61-16-2083-through-61-10-289,-the
owner-of-a-motortruck-or—truck-tractor-used-on-the-—-highways
of-the-state-in-connection-with-twe-traiters-or-semitraiters

at--the——sane--time--shaii--register--them—-—as--a-three-unit
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three-unit-combination-in-the-foliowing-manner-by:
tay--paying-the-registration-and-other-fees-covering-the
nazinnu-praetieei—gross—vehéeie--weéght--EOt-—the——trnEk——or
truck——tractory-but-net-iess-than-the-actuai-operating-grosas
weight-under-63-3-3637;-63-3-32}7-and-61-10-20%
tb¥—-registering--the--trattera---in---accordance~--with
63-3-393--and--61-3-321--and-paying—the-gross-vehicie-weight
fee-preseribed-for-che-maximum-trariing-toad-—-in--accordance
with--61-10-262--on--the——-combined-—gross--veight-of-cthe-twe
tratiers-or-semitratierasy-treating-them-as-if——they--were—-a
singte-units
t2y--Phis-~-section--does~~not--anthorize--arie—-ioads-in
excess—-to-those-eatabiished-by-631—-16-18i--through--61-16-164

and—61-16-106-throuqh-63-16-110-2

NEW-SBE¥iON:--Sectiom 16, —Repeater.--Section-61-10-31955,——

MEA7-is-repealed-

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. DATE OF COMEBLIANCE. ALL

EQUIPMENT EXISTING ON OR AFTER [THE DATE THE GOVERNOR SIGNS

THIS ACT] MUST COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 61-10-107(2) BY

JANUARY 1, 1996.

NEW secTion. SECTION 3. EPFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] IS
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1995.

-End-
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