
HOUSE BILL NO. 294 

INTRODUCED BY LARSON 
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

JANUARY 21, 1993 

FEBRUARY 2, 1993 

FEBRUARY 3, 1993 

FEBRUARY 4, 1993 

FEBRUARY 5, 1993 

FEBRUARY 6, 1993 

FEBRUARY 9, 1993 

MARCH 5, 1993 

MARCH 6, 1993 

MARCH 8, 1993 

MARCH 31, 1993 

APRIL 2, 1993 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 76; NOES, 20. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 38; NOES, 10. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMEN'I'S 
CONCURRED IN. 



SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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~ BILL NO. M 
INTRODUCED B'i .,_fJ...,,..i<=<;z:u~,oo=,:..:,\..~,--------------

B'i REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW 

CONCERNING VEHICLE LOADS; REDUCING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE 

WEIGHT ON AXLES EQUIPPED WITH SINGLE TIRES; AMENDING 

61-10-109, 61-10-107, 61-10-108, SECTIONS 

61-10-llO, 

61-10-101, 

61-10-121, 61-10-124, 61-10-126, 61-10-12B, 

61-10-141, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-201, 61-10-202, AND 

61-10-210, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 61-10-105, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-101. Standards of aaxiaum diaensions, weights, 

etc. The standards provided for in 61-10-102 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 govern the maximum 

dimensions, weights, and other characteristics of motor 

vehicles operating over the highways in the state to the 

exclusion of other standards or other requirements 

respecting the subject matter." 

Section 2. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-101. Maxi■Wll gross weight when peE'mit 

required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of 

20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 
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inches or less than 96 inches apart may carry a load in 

excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load 

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are 

included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 

inches apart, extending across the full width of the 

vehiclea For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or 

less apart are considered as a single axle. A vehicle or 

combination may not have more than nine axles. The maximum 

gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or 

combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula: 

W = 500((LN/(N - l)J + 12N + 36) 

in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet, 

and N equals number of axles, except that two consecutive 

sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds 

each if the overall distance between the first and last 

axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or 

more. 

(2) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the 

requirements of subsection (1), ¼~e-maximu■-¼ead-per-ineh-ef 

tire--vidth7-exe¼ud¼n~-the-steering-ax¼e,-fflay-ftet-exeeed-688 

pottnds7-based--en--the--table--in--6l-l8-l85t3t~ all axles 

bearing an axle load in excess of 10,000 pounds, except for 

the steering axle or an axle equipped with wide-base tires, 

must have at least four tires. In lieu of four tires 2er 

axle, an axle may be equipped with wide-base tires. The 
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maximum load on axles equipped with wide-base tires is 

limited to 450 pounds per inch of tire width. For the 

purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires with a 

nominal width of 14 or more inches. All tires must be given 

credit for the nominal width when calculating allowable 

weight under this section. 

(3) If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination 

exceeds 80,000 pounds, the vehicle or combination must have 

a special permit, which may be issued in the discretion of 

the department of transportation based on evaluation of 

safety, highway capacity, and economics of highway 

maintenance and vehicle operation. The fee is $20 per trip 

permit or $100 per term permit. A term permit may not be 

issued for a period of time greater than the period for 

which the GVW license is valid. Owners .of vehicles licensed 

in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the 

department, purchase permits to expire with their 

registration. Permits may specify and permits issued under 

61-10-124(6) must specify highway routing. 

(4) A special permit issued under subsection (3) for 

the transportation of agricultural products by farm vehicles 

from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery to 

the point of first unloading is for the full term of the 

harvest season of the agricultural product transported. 

(5) This section does not apply to highways that are a 
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part of the national system of interstate and defense 

highways (as referred to in 23 u.s.c. 127} when application 

of this section would prevent this state from receiving 

federal funds for highway purposes." 

Section 3. Sect ion 61-10-108, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-108. Reduction under special circumstances. The 

maximum axle and axle group loads stated in 6¼-¼8-¼85 

61-10-107 are subject to reasonable reduction in the 

discretion of the department of transportation during 

periods when road subgrades have been weakened by water 

saturation or other causes." 

Section 4. Section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-109. Operation without special peraits 

prohibited. The operation of vehicles or combinations of 

vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the 

maximum limits specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized 

by special permit issued by the department of transportation 

or its agents or the highway patrol." 

Section 5. Section 61-10-110, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-110. Federal law. Sections 61-10-101 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-109 do not authorize, 

without a permit issued as provided by law, the operation of 

a combination of vehicles having a gross weight, axle load, 

or size in excess of that authorized in those sections7 or 

-4-
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the operation of a combination of vehicles on the national 

system of interstate and defense highways having a gross 

weight or size in excess of that permitted by law in this 

state before July 1, 1956, or by federal law or regulation 

in excess thereof, which is adopted. If federal law allows 

establishment of size and weight limits in excess of those 

permitted in those sections, without penalty or denial of 

federal funds for highway purposes, the department of 

transportation may, by permit designating highway routing, 

authorize the movement on highways under its jurisdiction of 

vehicles or combinations of vehicles of a size or weight in 

excess of the limits provided for in those sections7 but 

within the limits necessary to qualify for federal-aid 

highway funds.• 

Section 6. Section 61-10-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-121. Permits for excess size and weight. (l) 

Upon application and with good cause shown, the department 

of transportation and local authorities in their respective 

jurisdictions may issue telephonically or in writing a 

special permit authorizing the applicant to operate or move 

a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing of a size or weight exceeding the maximum specified in 

61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 

upon a highway under 

maintenance of which 

the 

the 

jurisdiction of and for the 

body granting the permit is 
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responsible. However, only the department may issue permits 

for movement of a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

carrying built-up or reducible loads in excess of 9 feet in 

width or exceeding.the length, height, or weight specified 

in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 

61-10-110. This permit must be issued in the public 

interest. A carrier receiving this permit must have public 

liability and property damage insurance for the protection 

of the traveling public as a whole. A permit may not be 

issued for a period greater than the period for which the 

GVW license is valid, including grace periods, as provided 

in this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other 

jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the department, 

purchase permits to expire with their registration. A 

license required by the state governs the issuance of a 

special permit. The department 

implements of husbandry and 

may issue to dealers in 

self-propelled machinery 

oversize permits, which may be transferred from unit to unit 

by the dealer, for the fee set forth in 61-10-124. These 

oversize permits may not restrict dealers in implements of 

husbandry and self-propelled machinery from traveling on a 

Saturday or Sunday and expire on December 31 of each year, 

with no grace period. For the purposes of this section, a 

dealer in implements of husbandry or self-propelled 

machinery must be a resident of the state. A post-office box 
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number is not a permanent address under this section. 

(2) The applicant for a special permit shall 

specifically describe the powered vehicle or towing vehicle 

and generally describe the type of vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, object, or other thing to be operated or 

moved and the particular state highways over which the 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing is to be moved and whether the permit is required for 

a single trip or for continuous operation." 

Section 7. section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-124. Special per■its -- fee -- cranes. (1) As 

used in this section, "crane 11 means a self-propelled 

single-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles 

and used for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights 

by means of a projecting swinging arm. 

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b), (3)(d), 

and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross 

vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a 

fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and weight 

in excess of thdt specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must be paid for all 

movements under special permits on the public highways under 

the jurisdiction of the department of transportation. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b), 

(3)(d), (6), and (7), term or blanket permits may not be 
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issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, 

load, or other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing in excess of 95 feet: and an overheight vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 

14 feet; or of a limit determined by the department~ A 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in 

excess of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A 

Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in combined 

trailer length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the 

combination may not exceed 48 feet in length. A Rocky 

Mountain double is not subject to a combination length 

limit. Special permits for vehicle combinations of more than 

two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to 

carry a load are not permitted except as provided in 

subsections (6) and (7). Special permits for vehicle 

combinations may specify and special permits under 

subsections (6) and (7) must specify highway routing and 

otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the 

vehicle or· combination, including but not limited to 

required equipment, speed, stability, operational 

procedures, and insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

-8-



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0223/01 

(3)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each yearL 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees 

required by 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with payment of the 

fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable gross weight of 

a five-axle combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

(d) A term permit may be issued for any COlllbination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed 

100 feet in combination length, except a 

truck-trailer-trailer or a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel 

only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate 

system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within 

a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. The fee for this permit is $125. 

(4J Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 

the discretion of the department of transportation, purchase 
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their registration a A license 

governs the issuance of a special 

(5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross 

vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

the department of transportation has approved the 

configuration of the crane through a weight analysis 

completed within the same calendar year. The permit is not 

transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200. 

(6) The department may issue special permits to the 

operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles 

under the following conditions: 

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways 

that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as 

defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an 

interchange on the interstate system on other highways only 

in order to Obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. 

(b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over 

(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed 

-10-
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overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers and overhang; 

{c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional 

truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet, 

inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

(d} flO an individual cargo unit of the combination may 

not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width; 

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on 

the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross 

weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed 

the formula in 61-10-107; 

(f) the combination must have a restricted route permit 

under 61-10-107(3) and a special overlength permit issued at 

a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit; 

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to 

specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or 

seasonal periods: and 

fh) the department may enforce any other restrictions 

determined by the department to be necessary. The permit is 

not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200. 

(7) The department of transportation may issue special 

permits under subsection (6) for vehicle combinations 

consisting of a truck-trailer-trailer if: 

(a) the vehicle combination's overall length inclusive 

of front and rear bumpers is not more than 95 feet; 
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(b) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a 

permit under this subsection ( 7) operated the 

truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987; 

(c) truck-trailer-trailer operations are restricted to 

the specified routes those vehicles operated on before July 

1, 1987: and 

(d) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a 

permit provides the department of 

affidavit designating the routes 

before July l, 1987." 

transportation with an 

the vehicle operated on 

Section 8. Section 61-10-126, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-126. Deposit of fees. All fees collected under 

61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-125 

aha¼¼ must be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit 

in the state highway account in the state special revenue 

fund." 

Section 9. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-128. CTeaporary) When authorities -Y restrict 

right to use roadway. (l) Neither the department nor a local 

authority may alter 

through 61=10-104 and 

the limitations provided in 61-10-101 

61-10-106 throush 61-10-110 or 

substitute other lim~tations 

provided in this section. 

or requirements, except as 

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a 

local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may 

-12-
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prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the 

weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway 

under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is 

responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be 

seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, 

or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on 

the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights 

and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or 

the authority which that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

shall erect signs designating the department's order or the 

authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that 

portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance 

or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected. 

The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution, 

may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial 

vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on 

designated highways, subject to the provisions of subsection 

(3). These prohibitions and limitations sha¼¼ ~ be 

designated by appropriate signs placed on the highways. 

(3) Neither the department nor a local authority may 

prohibit the operation of or impose a restriction on the 

weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes 

that is traveling on a public highway if: 

(a) the vehicle is being operated within its legal 

licensed gross vehicle weight; 
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(b) a permit has been issued under 61-10-107(3), 

regardless of the vehicle's gross weight, specifying the 

route from point of loading to the nearest nonrestricted 

road; and 

(C) the driver has in-his possession of a federal-state 

inspection certificate issued for the load. 

(4) A permit issued under subsection (3) may be revoked 

for violating any condition of the permit. (Terminates June 

30, 1993--sec. 2, Ch. 476, L, 1991.) 

61-10-128. (Effective July 1, 1993) When authorities 

-y restrict right to use roadway. (1) A local authority may 

not alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or substitute 

other limitations or requirements, except as provided in 

this section. 

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a 

local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may 

prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the 

weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway 

under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is 

responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be 

seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, 

or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on 

the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights 

and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or 

-14-
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the authority which that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

shall erect signs designating the department's order or the 

authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that 

portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance 

or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected. 

The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution, 

may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial 

vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on 

designated highways. These prohibitions and limitations 

shall must be designated by appropriate signs placed on the 

highways." 

Section 10. Section 61-10-141, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-141. Officers authorized to weigh vehicles and 

require reaoval of ezcessive loads enforceaent of aotor 

carrier safety standards -- duty to obtain bills of lading 

for agricultural seeds. (1) A peace officer, officer of the 

highway patrol, or employee of the department of 

transportation may weigh any vehicle regulated by 61-10-101 

through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110, except 

recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132, either by 

means of portable or stationary sc"ales, and may require that 

the vehicle be driven to the nearest scales if those scales 

are within 2 miles. That person may then require the driver 

to unload immediately that portion of the load necessary to 

decrease the weight of the vehicle to conform to the maximum 
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allowable weights specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110. 

(2} Commodities and material unlOaded as required by 

this section sh8ll must be cared for and removed from the 

highway right-of-way by the owner or operator of the vehicle 

at the risk of that owner or operator. The removal shai¼ 

must be within a reasonable time designated by the person 

who has compelled the unloading. 

(3) The department of transportation may establish, 

maintain, and operate weigh stations, either intermittently 

or on a continuous schedule, and may require vehicles, 

except passenger cars and pickup trucks under 8,000 pounds 

G.V.w. and recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132 

(that are not new or used recreational vehicles traveling 

into or through Montana for delivery to a distributor or a 

dealer), to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection 

for compliance with all laws pertaining to their operation 

and safety requirements. 

(4) The department of transportation shall work with 

the highway patrol in the enforcement of safety standards 

adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005. For the purposes of the joint 

enforcement, the highway patrol is designated as the lead 

agency. The high~ay patrol and the department of 

transportation shall cooperate to assttre ~ minimum 

duplication and maximum coordination of enforcement effort. 
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(5) In order to enforce compliance with safety 

standards adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005, the department of 

transportation shall designate employees as peace .officers. 

The designated employees must be employed in the 

administration of the gross vehicle weight functions of the 

department of transportation. Each employee designated as a 

peace officer may: 

(a) issue citations and make arrests in connection with 

violations of safety standards adopted under 44-1-1005; 

(b) issue summons; 

(c) accept bail; 

(d) serve warrants for arrest; 

(e) make reasonable inspections of cargo carried by 

commercial motor vehicles; 

(f) make reasonable safety inspections of commercial 

motor vehicles utilized by motor carriers; and 

(g) require production of documents relating to the 

cargo., driver, routing, or ownership of 9tteh commercial 

~ vehicles. 

(6) In addition to other enforcement 

under this section, an employee of the 

transportation has: 

duties assigned 

department of 

(a) the same authority to enforce provisions of the 

motor carriers law as that granted the public service 

commission under 69-12-203; and 
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(b) the duty to secure or make copies, or both, of all 

bills of lading or other evidence of delivery for shipment 

of agricultural seeds.as defined in 80-5-120 that have been 

sold or are intended for sale in Montana and to forward the 

copies to the department of agriculture within 24 hours of 

the date the bill of lading was obtained." 

Section 11. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-144. Violation of standards tolerance. (1) It 

is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or corporation to 

violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

61-10-106 through 61-10-110. 

(2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination 

of vehicles may move over the highways to the first open 

state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the 

excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total 

gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does 

not exceed allowable total gross weight limitations by more 

than 51, or 71 if the vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

transporting livestock, and if the weight carried by any 

axle or combination of axles- does not exceed the allowable 

axle weight limitations by more than 51, or 7\ if the 

vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting 

livestock. In the event the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or 

axle weight limitations by more than 5\, or 7\ if the 
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vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting 

livestock, the department may issue a single trip permit for 

the fee of $10 for allowing said the vehicle or combination 

of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility 

where its load can be safely adjusted or to its destination. 

Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in 

excess of 51, or 7\ if the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles is transporting livestock, are subject to the fines 

provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 51 of the 

total gross or axle weight limitations, or 7\ if the vehicle 

or combination of vehicles is transporting livestock, must 

be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight 

limitations before the vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

moved from the point of weighing. 

(3) An operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

subject to the provisions of 61-10-107(4) may move over a 

highway, except any highway wh¼eh ~ is part of the 

federal-aid interstate system, within a 50-mile radius of 

the harvested field to the point of first unloading without 

incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 

if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles does not exceed allowable weight limitations by 

more than 20\ per axle, but the maximum load per inch of 

tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The vehicle or 

combination of vehicles may not exceed 40 miles per hour. Ne 
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sing¼e A single trip permit as required in subsection (2) 

she¼¼-be is not applicable to such vehicle or combination of 

vehicles. When sneh the vehicle or combination of vehicles 

violates any of the provisions of this subsection, the fine 

or penalty imposed shall-apply applies to that portion of 

the load above the legal limit." 

Section 12. Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-145. Penalties. (1) A person, firm, or 

corporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished 

by a fine of not less than $30 or more than $100. A person, 

firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle 

upon the public highways of this state with weight upon a 

wheel, axle, or group 

permitted by 61-10-101 

through 61-10-110 shall 

penalties provided by 

amounts: 

of axles greater than the maximum 

through 61-10-104 and 61-10~106 

be fined, in addition to other 

law for the offense, the following 

(a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 

pounds; 

(b) $50 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds 

and less than 4,001 pounds: 

(c) $70 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds 

and less than 6,001 pounds; 

(d) $100 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds 
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and less than 8,001 pounds; 

(e) $160 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds 

and less than 10,001 pounds; 

(f) $220 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds 

and less than 12,001 poundsi 

(g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds 

and less than 14,001 pounds; 

(h) $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds 

and less than 16,001 pounds: 

(i) $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds 

and less than 18,001 pounds, 

(j) $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds 

and less than 20,001 pounds; 

(k) $1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000 

pounds and less than 25,001 pounds: 

(1) $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000 

pounds. 

(2) If a 

axle that is 

motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable 

not fully extended and carrying its 

proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicle is 

operated upon the highways of this state, the weight 

penalties in subsection (1) apply to all· weight over the 

legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles regardless of 

whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In 

addition to the penalties in subsection (1), the owner or 
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$100 for failure to have the 

extended while the gross weight of 

the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed 

axles. 

(3) A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear 

issued pertaining to a violation of the gross weight 

regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

through 61-10-110 must specify the amount of the overweight 

that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle 

or combination of vehicles. 

(4) The penalties in subsection (l) do not apply to an 

operator who fails to secure a special permit as provided 

for in 61-10-107(3) if the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles is not overweight with such a permit. The failure 

to obtain the special permit is punishable under 61-10-146 

and under this section as provided in 61-10-146, and the 

operator is required to purchase the permit. If the vehicle 

or combination of vehicles exceeds the weight limitations 

allowed by special permit and the operator fails to obtain a 

permit under 61-10-107(3), the penalties of subsection (l) 

apply to the weight exceeding 80,000 pounds. 

(5) It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 

46-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation to violate any 

of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 61-10-142.'' 

Section 13. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read: 
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•61-10-201. Gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck 

tractors. In addition to other fees for the licensing of 

vehicles, there sha¼¼ must be paid and collected annually 

foe each truck and truck tractor, based upon the maximum 

gross loaded weight thereo£ as set by the licensee in his 

the application, the following fees: 

Schedule I 

Up to 6,000 lbs. •• . • . ••••••.•• ••• •• • • • . . . . ..••••••• $ 7.50 

6,001 through e,ooo lbs. ••• • • •• •••••..•.. ••• •••••••• 12.50 

8,001 through 10,000 lbs. •• • . ••••. •• . . . . . . . ••••• •• • • 17.50 

10,001 through 12,000 lbs •••••••••••.......••••••••• 20.00 

12,001 through 14,000 lbs •••.•••...•••..•..••••.•••• 22.50 

14,001 through 16,000 lbs •••.•••.•...•.... , •.••••••• 27.50 

16,001 through 18,000 lbs •••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 37.50 

18,001 through 20,000 lbs •....•.•••••••••••••...••.• 50.00 

20,001 through 22,000 lbs .••..••..•••••••••••••.•••• 62.50 

22,001 through 24,000 lbs •••••••••.•••••••••.•.••••• 93.75 

24,001 through 26,000 lbs. 

26,001 through 28,000 lbs. 

28,001 through 30,000 lbs. 

30,001 through 32,000 lbs. 

32,001 through 34,000 lbs. 

34,001 through 36,000 lbs. 

36,001 through 38,000 lbs. 

38,001 through 40,000 lbs. 
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40,001 through 42,000 lbs .•.•..•...•••....•••••.•••. 543.75 

Over 42,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

throu_g_l_l_ 61-lC-::o .••••••...••...•.••••....••••••..•. 62.50 

per ton or fraction thereo£ of a ton." 

Section 14. Section 61-10-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-202. Gross weight fees on trailers and 

semitrailers. In addition to other fees for the licensing of 

vehicles, there sha¼¼ must be paid and collected annually 

for each trailer and semitrailer, based upon the maximum 

gross loaded weight th~r~ef as set by the licensee in his 

the application, except as otherwise provided, the following 

fees: 

Schedule II 

Trailers Other Than Housetrailers 

Up to 2,500 lbs. for personal use •••••••••••.••••••• Exempt 

Up to 2,500 lbs. for commercial use ••..••.••••.•••• $ 3.75 

2,501 through 6,000 lbs. 5.00 

6,001 through 8,000 lbs. 15.00 

8,001 through 10,000 lbs ........................... . 17.50 

10,001 through 12,000 lbs. 20,00 

12,001 through 14,000 lbs. . ......................... 22.50 

14,001 through 16,000 lbs. . ......................... 27.50 

16,001 through 18,000 lbs. . ......................... 37.50 

18,001 through 20,000 lbs, 50.00 
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62.50 

93.75 

125.00 

156.25 

206.25 

262.50 

318.75 

375.00 

431.25 

487.50 

543.75 

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

through 61-10-110 •••••••••...•••••••••••. , • • • • • • • • • • 62.50 

per ton or fraction ~hereof of a ton." 

Section 15. Section 61-10-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

17 "61-10-210. Three unit coabination -- fees in lieu of 

18 gross weight fees -- aarking. (1) Instead of the gross 

19 weight fees provided in 61-10-201 through 61-10-209, the 

20 owner of a motortruck or truck tractor used on the highways 

21 of the state in connection with two trailers or semitrailers 

22 at the same time shall register them as a Chree-~n¼~ 

23 three-unit combination in the following manner by: 

24 (a) paying the registration and other fees covering the 

25 maximum practical gross vehicle weight for the truck or 
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truck tractor, but not less than the actual operating gross 

weight under 61-3-303, 61-3-321, and 61-10-201; 

trailers in accordance with (b) 

61-3-303 

registering the 

and 61-3-321 and paying the gross vehicle weight 

fee prescribed for the maximum trailing load in accordance 

with 61-10-202 on the combined gross weight of the two 

trailers or semitrailers, treating them as if they were a 

single unit. 

< 2 I This section does not authorize axle loads in 

61-10-104 excess to those established by 61-10-101 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110." 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. 

MCA, is repealed. 

-End-
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ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

HOOSE BILL NO. 294 

INTRODUCED BY LARSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW 

CONCERNING VEHICLE LOADS; REDUCING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE 

WEIGHT ON AXLES EQUIPPED WITH SINGLE TIRES; AMENDING 

61-10-109, 61-10-107, 61-10-108, SECTIONS 

61-10-110, 

61-10-101, 

61-10-121, 61-10-124, 61-10-126, 61-10-128, 

61-10-141, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-201, 61-10-202, AND 

61-10-210, MCA; ANB REPEALING SECTION 61-10-105, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-101. Standards of aaxiaua di-nsions, weights, 

etc. The standards provided for in 61-10-102 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 govern the maximum 

dimensions, weights, and other characteristics of motor 

vehicles operating over the highways in the state to the 

exclusion of other standards or other requirements 

respecting the subject matter.• 

Section 2. section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61~10-107. Naziaua gross weight when per■it 

required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of 
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20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 

inches or less than 96 inches apart may carry a load in 

excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load 

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are 

included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 

inches apart, extending across the full width of the 

vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or 

less apart are considered as a single axle. A vehicle or 

combination may not have more than nine axles. The maximum 

gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or 

combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula: 

W = 500((LN/(N - 1)) + 12N + 36) 

in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet, 

and N equals number of axles, except that two consecutive 

sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds 

each if the overall distance between the first and last 

axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or 

more. 

(2) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the 

requirements of subsection (1), ita-■asi■tt■-¼oad-per-ineh-oE 

tire-widthT-ese¼ttdin9-the-steerin9-as¼e7-■ay-not-ezeeed--688 

pottndaT--baaed--on--the--tab¼e--in--6¼-¼9-¼85t3t~ all axles 

bearing an axle load in excess of 10,000 pounds, except for 

the steering axle or an axle equipped with wide-base tires, 

must have at least four tires. In lieu 9f !our tires per 
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axle, an axle may be equipped with wide-base tires. The 

maximum load on axles equipped with wide-base tires is 

limited to 450 pounds per inch of tire width. For the 

purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires with a 

nominal width of 14 or more inches. All tires must be given 

credit for the nominal width when calculating allowable 

weight under this section. 

(3) If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination 

exceeds 80,000 pounds, the vehicle or combination must have 

a special permit, which may be issued in the discretion of 

the department of transportation based on evaluation of 

safety, highway capacity, and economics of highway 

maintenance and vehicle operation. The fee is $20 per trip 

permit or $100 per term permit. A term permit may not be 

issued for a period of time greater than the period for 

which the GVW license is valid. owners of vehicles licensed 

in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the 

department, purchase permits to expire with their 

registration. Permits may specify and permits issued under 

61-10-124(6) must specify highway routing, 

(4) A special permit issued under subsection (3) for 

the transportation of agricultural products by farm vehicles 

from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery to 

the point of first unloading is for the full term of the 

harvest season of the agricultural product transported. 
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(5) This section does not apply to highways that are a 

part of the national system of interstate and defense 

highways (as referred to in 23 u.s.c. 127) when application 

of this section would prevent this state from receiving 

federal funds for highway purposes." 

Section 3. section 61-10-108, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-108. Reduction under special circumstances. The 

maximum axle and axle group loads stated in 6¼-¼&-¼85 

61-10-107 are subject to reasonable reduction in the 

discretion of the department of 

periods when road subgrades have 

saturation or other causes.•' 

transportation during 

been weakened by water 

Section 4. Section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-109. Operation without special per■its 

prohibited. The operation of vehicles or combinations of 

vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the 

maximum limits specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized 

by special permit issued by the department of transportation 

or its agents or the highway patrol." 

Section 5. Section 61-10-110, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-110. Pederal law. Sections 61-10-101 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-109 do not authorize, 

without a permit issued as provided by law, the operation of 

25 a combination of vehicles having a gross weight, axle load, 
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or size in excess of that authorized in those sectionsT or 

the operation of a combination of vehicles on the national 

system of interstate and defense highways having a gross 

weight or size in excess of that permitted by law in this 

state before July l, 1956, or by federal law or regulation 

in excess thereof, which is adopted. If federal law allows 

establishment of size and weight limits in excess of those 

permitted in those sections, without penalty or denial of 

federal funds for highway purposes, the department of 

transportation may, by permit designating highway routing, 

authorize the movement on highways under its jurisdiction of 

vehicles or combinations of vehicles of a size or weight in 

eicess of the limits provided for in those sections7 but 

within the limits necessary to qualify for federal-aid 

highway funds." 

Section 6. Section 61-10-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-121. Per■its for excess size and weight. (1) 

Upon application and with good cause shown, the department 

of transportation and local authorities in their respective 

jurisdictions may issue telephonically or in writing a 

special pe,mit authorizing the applicant to operate or move 

a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing of a size or weight exceeding the maximum specified in 

61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 

upon a highway under the jurisdiction of and for the 
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maintenance of which the body granting the permit is 

responsible. However, only the department may issue permits 

for movement of a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

carrying built-up or reducible loads in excess of 9 feet in 

width or exceeding the length, height, or weight specified 

in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 

61-10-110. This permit must be issued in the public 

interest. A carrier receiving this permit must have public 

liability and property damage insurance for the protection 

of the traveling public as a whole. A permit may not be 

issued for a period greater than the period for which the 

GVW license is valid, including grace periods, as provided 

in this title. owners of vehicles licensed in other 

jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the department, 

purchase permits to expire with their registration. A 

license required by the state governs the issuance of a 

special permit. The department may issue to dealers in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery 

oversize permits, which may be transferred from unit to unit 

by the dealer, for the fee set forth in 61-10-124. These 

oversize permits may not restrict dealers in implements of 

husbandry and self-propelled machinery from traveling on a 

Saturday or Sunday and expi,e on December 31 of each year, 

with no grace period. For the purposes of this section, a 

dealer in imple■ents of husbandry or self-propelled 
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machinery must be a resident of the state. A post-office box 

number is not a permanent address under this section. 

(2} The applicant for a special permit shall 

specifically describe the powered vehicle or towing vehicle 

and generally describe the type of vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, object, or other thing to be operated or 

moved and the particular state highwa·ys over which the 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing is to be moved and whether the permit is required for 

a single trip or- for continuous operation." 

Section 7. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-124. Special per■ite -- fee -- cranes. (l) As 

used in this section, "crane" means a self-propelled 

single-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles 

and used for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights 

by means of a projecting swinging arm. 

(2) Except as provided in subsections (J)(b), (3)(d), 

and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross 

vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a 

fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and weight 

in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must be paid for all 

movements under special permits on the public highways under 

the jurisdiction of the depart■ent of transportation. 

(J) (a) Except as provided in subeectiona (J)Cb), 
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(J)(d), (6), and (7), term or blanket permits may not be 

issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, 

load. or other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength 

vehicle. combination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing in excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, 

combination of vehicles. load, or other thing in excess of 

14 feet, or of a limit determined by the department. A 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in 

excess of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A 

Rocky Mountain double may not exceed Bl feet in combined 

trailer. length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the 

combination may not exceed 48 feet in length. A Rocky 

Mountain double is not subject to a combination length 

limit. Special permits for vehicle combinations of more than 

two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to 

carry a load are not permitted except as provided in 

subsections (6) and (7). Special permits for vehicle 

combinations may specify and special permits under 

subsections (6) and (7) must specify highway routing and 

otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the 

vehicle or combination, including but not limited to 

required equip■ent, speed, stability, operational 

procedures, and insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 
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overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(3)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 

period of l year and expires on December 31 of each year~ 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees 

required by 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with payment of the 

fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable gross weight of 

a five-axle combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds~ 

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed 

100 feet in 

truck-trailer-trailer 

combination 

or 

length, 

a 

except a 

truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel 

only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate 

system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within 

a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. The fee for this permit is $125. 

(4) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 
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the discretion of the department of transportation, purchase 

permits to expire with their registration. A license 

required by the state governs the issuance of a special 

permit. 

(5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross 

vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

the department of transportation has approved the 

configuration of the crane through a weight analysis 

completed within the same calendar year. The permit is not 

transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200. 

(6) The department may issue special permits to the 

operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles 

under the following conditions: 

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways 

that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as 

defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an 

interchange on the interstate system on other highways only 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department aay authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. 

(b) a coabination of vehicles powered by a cab-over 
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(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed 

overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers and overhang; 

(c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional 

truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet, 

inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

(d) ne an individual cargo unit of the combination may 

not exceed 28 l/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width; 

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on 

the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross 

weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed 

the formula in 61-10-107; 

(f) the combination must have a restricted route permit 

under 61-10-107(3) and a special overlength permit issued at 

a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit; 

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to 

specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or 

seasonal periods; and 

(h) the department may enforce any other restrictions 

determined by the department to be necessary. The permit ie 

not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200. 

(7) The department of transportation aay issue special 

permits under subsection (6) for vehicle combinations 

consisting of a truck-trailer-trailer if: 

(a) the vehicle combination's overall length inclusive 
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of front and rear bumpers is not more than 95 feet; 

(b) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a 

permit under this subsection (7) operated the 

truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987; 

(cl truck-trailer-trailer operations are restricted to 

the specified routes those vehicles operated on before July 

l, 1987; and 

(d) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a 

permit provides the department of transportation with an 

affidavit designating the routes the vehicle operated on 

before July l, 1987." 

Section 8. Section 61-10-126, MCA, is amended to read: 

•fil-10-126. Deposit of fees. All fees collected under 

61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-125 

aha¼¼ ~ be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit 

in the state highway account in the state special revenue 

fund." 

Section 9. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-121. (~rary) When authorities -Y restrict 

right to use roadway. (1) Neither the department nor a local 

authority aay alter the li■itations provided in 61-10-101 

through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 throu~h 61-10-110 or 

substitute other limitations or requirements, except as 

provided in this section. 

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a 
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local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may 

prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the 

weight and speed of a veh_icle traveling on a public highway 

under its respective jurisdiction and 

responsible for maintenance whenever the 

for which it is 

highway will be 

seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, 

or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on 

the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights 

and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or 

the authority wh¼eh that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

shall erect signs designating the department's order or the 

authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that 

portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance 

or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected. 

The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution, 

may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial 

vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on 

designated highways, subject to the provisions of subsection 

(3). These prohibitions and limitations ■hail must be 

designated by appropriate signs placed on the highways. 

(3) Neither the department nor a local authority may 

prohibit the operation of or impose a restriction on the 

weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes 

that is traveling on a public highway if: 

(a) the vehicle is being operated within its legal 
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licensed gross vehicle weight; 

(b) a permit has been issued under 61-10-107(3), 

regardless of the vehicle's gross weight, specifying the 

route from point of loading to the nearest nonrestricted 

road; and 

(c) the driver has in-h±s possession of a federal-state 

inspection certificate issued for the load. 

(4) A permit issued under subsection (3) may be revoked 

for violating any condition of the permit. (Terminates June 

30, 1993--sec. 2, Ch, 476, L. 1991,) 

61-10-128. (Effective July l, 1993) llben authorities 

aay restrict right to use roadway. (l) A local authority a.ay 

not alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or substitute 

other limitations or requirements, except as provided in 

this section. 

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a 

local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may 

prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the 

weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway 

under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is 

responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be 

seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, 

or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on 

the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights 
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and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or 

the authority wftieh that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

shall erect signs designating the department's order or the 

authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that 

portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance 

or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected. 

The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution, 

may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial 

vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on 

designated highways, These prohibitions and limitations 

shall must be designated by appropriate signs placed on the 

highways.• 

Section 10. Section 61-10-141, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-141. Officers authorized to weigh vehicles and 

require reaova1 of excessive loads enforceaent of 110tor 

carrier safety standards -- duty to obtain bills of lading 

for agricultural seeds. (1) A peace officer, officer of the 

highway patrol, or employee of the department of 

transportation may weigh any vehicle regulated by 61-10-101 

through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110, except 

recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132, either by 

means of portable or stationary scAles, and may require that 

the vehicle be driven to the nearest scales if those scales 

are within 2 miles. That person aay then require the driver 

to unload i-diately that portion of the load necessary to 
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decrease the weight of the vehicle to conform to the maximum 

allowable weights specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110. 

(2) Commodities and material unloaded as required by 

this section aha¼¼ must be cared for and removed from the 

highway right-of-way by the owner or operator of the vehicle 

at the risk of that owner or operator. The removal sha~l 

~ be within a reasonable time designated by the person 

who has compelled the unloading. 

(3) The department of transportation may establish, 

maintain, and operate weigh stations, either intermittently 

or on a continuous schedule, and may require vehicles, 

except passenger cars and pickup trucks under 8,000 pounds 

G.V.W, and recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132 

(that are not new or used recreational vehicles traveling 

into or through Montana for delivery to a distributor or a 

dealer), to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection 

for compliance with all laws pertaining to their operation 

and safety requirements, 

(4) The department of transportation shall work with 

the highway patrol in the enforcement of safety standards 

adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005. For the purposes of the joint 

enforcement, the highway patrol is designated as the lead 

agency. The highway patrol and the department of 

transportation shall cooperate to assare ensure minimum 
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duplication and maxi■ua coordination of enforcement effort. 

(5) In order to enforce compliance with safety 

standards adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005, the department of 

transportation shall designate employees as peace officers. 

The designated employees must be employed in the 

administration of the gross vehicle weight functions of the 

department of transportation. Each employee designated as a 

peace officer may: 

(a) issue citations and make arrests in connection with 

violations of safety standards adopted under 44-1-1005; 

(b) issue swmaons; 

(c) accept bail; 

(d) serve warrants for arrest; 

(e) make reasonable inspections of cargo carried by 

commercial aotor vehicles; 

(f) make reasonable safety inspections of commercial 

motor vehicles utilized by motor carriers; and 

(g) require production of documents relating to the 

cargo, driver, routing, or ownership of aach commercial 

motor vehicles. 

(6) In addition to other enforcement duties assigned 

under this section, an employee of the department of 

transportation has: 

(a) the same authority to enforce provisions of the 

motor carriers law as that granted the public service 
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commission under 69-12-203; and 

(b) the duty to secure or make copies, or both, of all 

bills of lading or other evidence of delivery for shipment 

of agricultural seeds as defined in 80-5-120 that have been 

sold or are intended for sale in Montana and to forward the 

copies to the department of agriculture within 24 hours of 

the date the bill of lading was obtained." 

Section 11. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-144. Violation of standards tolerance. (l) It 

is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or corporation to 

violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

61-10-106 through 61-10-110. 

(2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination 

of vehicles may move over the highways to the first open 

state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the 

excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total 

gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does 

not exceed allowable total gross weight limitations by more 

than 51, or 71 if the vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

transporting livestock, and if the weight carried by any 

axle or combination of axles does not exceed the allowable 

axle weight limitations by more than 51, or 7\ if the 

vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting 

livestock. In the event the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles ia no.t in elf.ceaa of the allowable total gross or 
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axle weight limitations by more than 51, or 71 if the 

vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting 

livestock, the department may issue a single trip permit for 

the fee of $10 for allowing said the vehicle or combination 

of vehicles to move aver the highways to the first facility 

where its load can be safely adjusted or to its destination. 

Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in 

excess of 51, or 7\ if the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles is transporting livestock, are subject to the fines 

provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 51 of the 

total gross or axle weight limitations, or 71 if the vehicle 

or combination of vehicles is transporting livestock, must 

be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight 

limitations before the vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

moved from the point of weighing. 

(l) An operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

subject to the provisions of 61-10-107(4) may move over a 

highway, except any highway wnieh that is part of the 

federal-aid interstate system, within a SO-mile radius of 

the harvested field to the point of first unloading without 

incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 

if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles does not exceed allowable weight limitations by 

more than 201 per axle, but the aaximua load per inch of 

tire width aay not exceed 670 pounds. The vehicle or 
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combination of vehicles may not exceed 40 miles per hour. No 

s¼ft9¼e A single trip permit as required in aubsection (2) 

shs¼¼-be ~ applicable to such vehicle or combination of 

vehicles. When •~eh ~ vehicle or combination of vehicles 

violates any of the provisions of this subsection, the fine 

or penalty imposed slla¼¼-spp¼y applies to that portion of 

the load above the legal limit." 

Section 12. Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-145. Penalties. ( l) A person, firm, or 

corporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished 

by a fine of not less than $30 or more than $100. A person, 

firm, or corporation convicted of operating a lllOtor vehicle 

upon the public highways of this state with weight upon a 

wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum 

permitted by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other 

penalties provided by law for the offense, the following 

amounts: 

(a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 

pounds; 

(b) $50 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds 

and less than 4,001 pounds; 

(c) $70 fDr any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds 

and leas th.an 6,001 pounds; 
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(d) $100 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds 

and leas than 8,001 pounds; 

(e) $160 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds 

and less than 10,001 pounds; 

( f) $220 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds 

and less than 12,001 pounds; 

(g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds 

and less than 14,001 pounds; 

(h) $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds 

and less than 16,001 pounds; 

( i) $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds 

and less than 18,001 pounds; 

( j) $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds 

and leas than 20,001 pounds; 

(k) $1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000 

pounds and less than 25,001 pounds; 

(1) $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000 

pounds, 

(2) If a aotor vehicle is equipped with a retractable 

axle that is not fully extended and carrying its 

proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicle is 

operated upon the highways of this state, the weight 

penalties in subsection (l) apply to all weight over the 

legal maxi■UJI allowed by the fixed axles regardless of 

whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In 
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addition to the penalties in subsection (l); the owner or 

operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the 

retractable axle fully extended while the gross weight of 

the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed 

axles. 

(3) A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear 

issued pertaining to a violation of the gross weight 

regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

through 61-10-110 must specify the amount of the overweight 

that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle 

or combination of vehicles. 

(4) The penalties in subsection (l) do not apply to an 

operator who fails'to secure a special permit as provided 

for in 61-10-107(3) if the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles is not overweight with such a permit. The failure 

to obtain the special permit is punishable under 61-10-146 

and under this section as provided in 61-10-146, and the 

operator is required to purchase the permit. If the vehicle 

or combination of vehicles exceeds the weight limitations 

allowed by special per■it and the operator fails to obtain a 

permit under 61-10-107(3), the penalties of subsection (1) 

apply to the weight exceeding 80,000 pounds. 

(5) It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 

46-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation to violate any 

of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 61-10-142." 
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Section 13. 

"61-10-201. 

Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read, 

Gross -ight fees on aotortrucks and truck 

tractors. In addition to other fees for the licensing of 

vehicles, there shall must be paid and collected annually 

for each truck and truck tractor, based upon the maximum 

gross loaded weight ~hereer as set by the licensee in hts 

the application, the following fees: 

Schedule I 

Up to 6,000 lbs. $ 7.50 

6,001 through B,000 lbs ••.••...•........••.••.....•• 12.50 

8,001 through 10,000 lbs .•.....•.•...•.•••.....•.•.. 17.50 

10,001 through 12,000 lbs. 

12,001 through 14,000 lbs. 

14,001 through 16,000 lbs. 

16,001 through 18,000 lbs. 

18,001 through 20,000 lbs. 

20,001 through 22,000 lbs. 

22,001 through 24,000 lbs. 

24,001 through 26,000 lbs. 

26,001 through 28,000 lbs. 

28,001 through 30,000 lbs. 

30,001 through 32,000 lbs. 

32,001 through 34,000 lbs. 

34,001 through 36,000 lbs. 

36,001 through 38,000 lbs. 

-23-

20.00 

22.50 

27.50 

37.50 

50.00 

62.50 

93.75 

125.00 

156.25 

206.25 

262.50 

318.75 

375.00 

431.25 
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38,001 through 40,000 lbs. 

40,001 through 42,000 lbs. 

Over 42,000 lbs, and within the weight limits 

487.50 

543.75 

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

thro<12 61-10-110 • • • • • • . • • • • • . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 62. 50 

per ton or fraction thereoE of a ton." 

Section 14. Section 61-10-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-202. Gross weight fees on trailers and 

seaitrailers. In addition to other fees for the licensing of 

vehicles, there shall m<1st be paid and collected annually 

for each trailer and semitrailer, based upon the maximum 

gross loaded weight ehereof as set by the licensee, in h¼a 

the application, except as otherwise provided, the following 

fees: 

Schedule II 

Trailers Other Than Bousetrailers 

Up to 2,500 lbs. for personal use .•••..•...••••.•••• Exempt 

Up to 2,500 lbs. for commercial use ................. $ 3.75 

2,501 through 6,000 lbs. ............................ 5.00 

6,001 through 8,000 lbs. ........................... 15.00 

8,001 through 10,000 lbs. ........................... 17.50 

10,001 through 12,000 lbs. ........................... 20.00 

12,001 through 14,000 lbs, .......................... 22.50 

14,001 through 16,000 lbs. .......................... 27.50 

16,001 through 18,000 lbs. ............................ 37.50 
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18,001 through 20,000 lbs ••••••••••••..•..••...••.•• SO.DO 

20,001 through 22,000 lbs. 

22,001 through 24,000 lbs. 

24,001 through 26,000 lbs. 

26,001 through 28,000 lbs. 

28,001 through 30,000 lbs. 

30,001 through 32,000 lbs. 

32,001 through 34,000 lbs. 

34,001 through 36,000 lbs. 

36,001 through 38,000 lbs. 

38,001 through 40,000 lbs. 

40,001 through 42,000 lbs. 

over 42,000 lbs. and within the. weight limits 

62.50 

93.75 

125.00 

156.25 

206.25 

262.50 

318. 75 

375.00 

431.25 

487.50 

543.75 

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

throu.9!! 61-10-110 • • • • . • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 62. 50 

per ton or fraction thereof of a ton.• 

Section 15. Section 61-10-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-210. Three unit coabination -- fees in lieu of 

gross weight fees -- aarking. (1) Instead of the gross 

weight fees provided in 61-10-201 through 61-10-209, the 

21 owner of a motortruck or truck tractor used on the highways 

22 of the state in connection with two trAilers or semitrailers 

23 at the same time shall register them aa a three--aft¼t 

24 three-unit combination in the following manner by: 

25 (a) paying the registration and other fees covering the 
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maximum practical gross vehicle weight for the truck or 

truck tractor, but not less than the actual operating gross 

weight under 61-3-303, 61-3-321, and 61-10-201; 

(b) registering the trailers in accordance with 

61-3-303 and 61-3-321 and paying the gross vehicle weight 

fee prescribed for the maximum trailing load in accordance 

with 61-10-202 on the combined gross weight of the two 

trailers or 

single unit. 

semitrailers, treating them as if they were a 

( 2) 

excess 

This section does not authorize axle loads in 

to those established by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

and 61-10-106 throu.9!! 61-10-110." 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Section 61-10-105, 

MCA, is repealed. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT) IS 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 11 1995. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 294 

INTRODUCED BY LARSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING ~HE LAW 

CONCERNING VEHICLE LOADS; REDUCING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE 

WEIGHT ON AXLES EQUIPPED WITH SINGLE TIRES; AMENDING 

61-10-109, 61-10-107, 61-10-108, SECTIONS 

61-10-110, 

61-10-101, 

61-10-121, 61-10-124, 61-10-126, 61-10-128, 

61-10-141, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-201, 61-10-202, AND 

61-10-210, MCA; AN9 REPEALING SECTION 61-10-105, MCA: AND 

PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-101. Standards of aaxiaua di-naiona, weights, 

etc. The standards provided for in 61-10-102 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 govern the maximum 

dimensions, weights, and other characteristics of motor 

vehicles operating over the highways in the state to the 

exclusion of other standards or other requirements 

respecting the subject matter.• 

Section 2. Section 61-10-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-107. Naxiaua gross weight when per■it 

required. (11 An axle may not carry a load in excess of 
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20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 

inches or less than 96 inches apart may carry a load in 

excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load 

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are 

included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 

inches apart, e~tending across the full width of the 

vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or 

less apart are considered as a single axle. A vehicle or 

combination may not have more than nine axles. The maximum 

gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or 

combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula: 

W = ~OO((LN/(N - 1)) + 12N + 36) 

in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet, 

and N equals number of axles, except that two consecutive 

sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds 

each if the overall distance between the first and last 

axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or 

more. 

(2) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the 

requirements of subsection (1), ite-■axi■a■-load-per-ineh-of 

tire-width7-eseladin9-the-eteerin9-axle7-■-y-not-exeeed--688 

poand■7--baaed--on--the--table--in--6l-l8-l85t3tT all-axles 

bearin9-an-axle-load-in-exeeee-of-l87888-poanda7-eseept--for 

~he--a~eerin9-es¼e-or-an-a•¼e-egttippe8-w¼~h-w¼de-bese-tireay 

■ttst-ha•e-■t-¼eaat-foar-t¼res•-•n-¼ieu--ef--feur--tires--~r 
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as¼e7--an--ax¼e--may--be--eg.aipped-wieh-wide-base-tires~-•he 

maximts111-¼cad-on--ax¼es--egaipped--wi~h--w¼de-base--~ires--¼s 

¼i■ited--te--4SB--poands--per--ineh--ef--tire-width7-P&r-the 

parpe,see-ef-tft¼s-seetion7-wide-base-tires-are-tirea--w¼th--a 

nemina¼--wid:th-of-¼4-er-•orl!-inehesT-A¼¼-tires-11nst-be-9iven 

eredit-for-the--nmaina¼--w¼dth--when--ca¼ea¼ating--a¼¼ewab¼e 

weight-ander-thia-seeti&ft7 ITS MAXIMUM LOAD PER INCH OF TIRE 

WIDTH, EXCLUDING THE STEERING AXLE, MAY NOT EXCEED 500 

POUNDS, BASED ON THE TABLE IN 61-10-105(3). 

(3) If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination 

exceeds 80,000 pounds~ the vehicle or combination must have 

a special permit, which may be· issued in the discretion of 

the department of transportation based on evaluation of 

safety, highway capacity, and economics of highway 

maintenance and vehicle operation. The fee is $20 per trip 

permit or $100 per term permit. A term permit may not be 

issued for a period of time greater than the period for 

which the GVW license is valid. Owners of vehicles licensed 

in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the 

department. purchase penaits to expire with their 

registration. Peraits may specify and peraits issued under 

61-10-124(6) must specify highway routing. 

(4) A special permit issued under subsection (3) for 

the transportation of agricultural products by far■ vehicles 

from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery to 
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the point of first unloading is for the full term of the 

harvest season of the agricultural product transported. 

(5) This section does not apply to highways that are a 

part of the national system of interstate and defense 

highways (as referred to in 23 u.s.c. 127) when application 

of this section would prevent this state from receiving 

federal funds for highway purposes." 

Section 3. section 61-10~108, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-108. Reduction under special circu■atancea. The 

maximum axle and axle group loads stated in 6¼-¼B-¼85 

61-10-107 are subject to reasonable reduction in the 

discretion of the department of transportation during 

periods when road subgrades have been weakened by water 

s~turation er ctheI causes.• 

Section 4. Section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-109. Operation without special peraita 

prohibited. The operation of vehicles or combinations of 

vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the 

maximum limits specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized 

by special permit issued by the department of transportation 

or its agents or the highway patrol." 

Section 5. section 61-10-110, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-110. Federal law. Sections 61-10-101 through 

61-10-104 a&~l=l0-106 through 61-10-109 do not authorize, 
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without a permit issued as provided by law, the operation of 

a combination of vehicles having a gross weight, axle load, 

or size in excess of that authorized in those sections, or 

the operation of a combination of vehicles on the national 

system of interstate and defense highways having a gross 

weight or size in excess of that permitted by law in this 

state before July l, 1956, or by federal law or regulation 

in excess thereof, which is adopted. If federal law allows 

establishment of size and weight limits in excess of those 

permitted in those sections7 without penalty or denial of 

federal funds for highway purposes, the department of 

transportation may, by permit designating highway routing, 

authorize the movement on highways under its jurisdiction of 

vehicles or combinations of vehicles of a size or weight in 

excess of the limits provided for in those sections7 but 

within the limits necessary to qualify for federal-aid 

highway funds.• 

Section 8. Section 61-10-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-121. Peralta for ezcess size and weight. (1) 

Upon application and with good cause shown, the department 

of transportation and local authorities in their respective 

jurisdictions may issue telephonically or in writing a 

special permit authorizing the applicant to operate or move 

a vehicle, cOlllbination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing of a size or weight exceeding the maximum specified in 
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61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 

upon a highway under the jurisdiction of and for the 

maintenance of which the body granting the permit is 

responsible. However, only the department may issue permits 

for movement of a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

carrying built-up or reducible loads in excess of 9 feet in 

width or exceeding the length, height, or weight specified 

in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 

61-10-110. This permit must be issued in the public 

interest. A carrier receiving this permit must have public 

liability and property damage insurance for the protection 

of the traveling public as a whole. A permit may not be 

issued for a period greater than the period for which the 

GVW license is valid, including grace periods, as provided 

in this title. owners of vehicles licensed in other 

jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the department, 

purchase permits to expire with their registration. A 

license required by the state governs the issuance of a 

special permit. The department may issue to dealers in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery 

oversize permits, which may be transferred from unit to unit 

by the dealer, for the fee set forth in 61-10-124. These 

oversize permits may not restrict dealers in implements of 

husbandry and self-propelled machinery from traveling on a 

Saturday or Sunday and expire on December 31 of each year, 
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with no grace period. Foe the purposes of this section, a 

dealer in implements of husbandry or self-propelled 

machinery must be a resident of the state. A post-office box 

number is not a permanent address under this section. 

( 2} - The applicant for a special permit shall 

specifically describe the powered vehicle or towing vehicle 

and generally describe the type of vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, object, or other thing to be operated or 

moved and the particular state highways over which the 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing is to be moved and whether the permit is required for 

a single trip or for continuous operation. 11 

Section 7. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-124. Special perwitB -- fee -- cranes. (lj As 

used in this section, •crane" means a self-propelled 

single-unit vehicle consisting of not more than four axles 

and used for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights 

by means of a projecting swinging arm. 

(2} Except as provided in subsections (3)(b}, (3J(d}, 

and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross 

vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip per■it and a 

fee of $75 for each ter■ per■it issued for size and weight 

in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must be paid for all 

movements under special permits on the public highways under 
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the jurisdiction of the department of transportation. 

(3} (a} Except as provided in subsections (3)(b), 

(3J(d), (6), and (7), term or blanket permits may not be 

issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, 

load, or other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other 

thing in excess of 95 feet; and an averheight vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 

14 feet, or of a limit determined by the department. A 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in 

excess of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A 

Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in combined 

trailer length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the 

comhinatian may net exceed 48 feet in length. A Rocky 

Mountain double is not subject to a combination length 

limit. Special permits for vehicle combinations of more than 

two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to 

carry a load are not permitted except as provided in 

subsections (6) and (7}. Special permits for vehicle 

combinations may specify and special permits under 

subsections (6) and (7} must specify highway routing and 

otherwise limit or p<escribe conditions of operation of the 

vehicle or combination, including but not limited to 

required equipment, speed, stability, operational 

procedures, and insurance. 
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(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(3)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each yearL 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees 

required by 61-10-201 and 61-10-202 and with payment of the 

fee prescribed in subsection (2), allowable gross weight of 

a five-axle combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed 

100 feet in combination length, except a 

truck-trailer-trailer or a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel 

only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate 

system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within 

a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal, When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. The fee for this permit is $125. 

(4) Except as provided in subsection (J)(b), a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 
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this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 

the discretion of the department of transportation, purchase 

permits to expire with their registration. A license 

required by the state governs the issuance of a special 

permit. 

(5) The· owner or operator of a crane with a gross 

vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

the department of transportation has approved the 

configura-tion of the crane through a weight analysis 

completed within the same calendar year. The permit is not 

transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200, 

(6) The department may issue special permits to the 

operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles 

under the following conditions: 

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways 

that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as 

defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an 

interchange on the interstate system on other highways only 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 
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the interchange. 

{bl a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over 

(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed 

overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers and overhang; 

(c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional 

truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet, 

inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

(d) no!!!. individual cargo unit of the combination may 

not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width; 

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on 

the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross 

weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed 

the formula in 61-10-107; 

(f) the combination must have a restricted route permit 

under 61-10-107(3) and a special overlength permit issued at 

a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit; 

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to 

specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or 

seasonal periods; and 

(h) the department may enforce any other restrictions 

determined by the department to be necessary. The permit is 

not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200. 

(7) The department of transportation may issue special 

permits under subsection (6) for vehicle combinations 
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consisting of a truck-trailer-trailer if: 

(a) the vehicle combination 1 s overall length inclusive 

of front and rear bumpers is not more than 95 feet; 

(b) a person, firm, or corporation applying for a 

permit under this subsection ( 7' operated the 

truck-trailer-trailer coabination before July 1, 1987; 

(c) truck-trailer-trailer operations are restricted to 

the specified routes. those vehicles operated on before July 

1, 1987; and 

(dJ a person, firm, or corporation applying for a 

permit provides the department of transportation with an 

affidavit designating the routes the vehicle operated on 

before July 1, 1987." 

Section 8, Section 61-10-126, u~• "-• is amended to read: 

"61-10-126. Deposit of fees. All fees collected under 

61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-125 

aha¼¼~ be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit 

in the state highway account in the state special revenue 

fund." 

Section 9. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-128. (Tellporary) lfben authorities -y restrict 

right to use roadway. (1) Neither the department nor a local 

authority may alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 

through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or 

substitute other limitations or requirements, except as 
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provided in this section. 

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a 

local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may 

prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the 

weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway 

under its respective jurisdiction and for which it ls 

responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be 

seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, 

or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on 

the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights 

and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or 

the authority whieh that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

shall erect signs designating the department's order or the 

authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that 

portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance 

or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected. 

The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution, 

may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial 

vehicles, or impose limitations on their weight on 

designated highways, subject to the provisions of subsection 

(3). These prohibitions and limitations ahaii ■uat be 

designated by appropriate signs placed on the highways. 

(3) Neither the department nor a local authority may 

prohibit the operation of or impose a restriction on the 

weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes 
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that is traveling on a public highway if: 

(a) the vehicle is being operated within its legal 

licensed gross vehicle weight; 

(b) a permit has been issued under 61-10-107(3), 

regardless of the vehicle"s gross weight, specifying the 

route from point of loading to the nearest nonrestricted 

road; and 

(c) the driver has in-his possession of a federal-state 

inspection certificate issued for the load. 

(4) A permit issued under subsection (3) may be revoked 

for violating any condition of the permita (Terminates June 

30, 1993--sec. 2, Ch. 476, L. 1991.) 

61-10-128. (Effective July l, 1993) When authorities 

aay restrict right to use roadway. (1) A local authority may 

not alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or substitute 

other limitations or requirements, except as provided in 

this section. 

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a 

local road authority by ordinance or resolution, may 

prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the 

weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a public highway 

under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is 

responsible for maintenance whenever the highway will be 

seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, 
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or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on 

the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights 

and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or 

the authority wh¼eh that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

shall erect signs designating the department's order or the 

authority"s ordinance or resolution at each end of that 

portion of the highway affected, and the order or ordinance 

or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected. 

The department, or the authority by ordinance or resolution, 

may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial 

vehicles, or i■pose limitations on their weight on 

designated highways. These prohibitions and limitations 

aha¼¼ must be designated by appropriate signs placed on the 

highways.• 

Section 10. Section 61-10-141, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-141. Officers authorised to weigh vehicles and 

require re.oval of ezcessive loads -- enforcement of aotor 

carrier safety standards -- duty to obtain bills of lading 

for agricultural seeds. (1) A peace officer, officer of the 

highway patrol, or employee of the department of 

transportation may weigh any vehicle regulated by 61-10-101 

through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110, ezcept 

recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132, either by 

means of portable or stationary scales, and may require that 

the vehicle be driven to the nearest scales if those scales 
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are within 2 miles. That person may then require the driver 

to unload immediately that portion of the load necessary to 

decrease the weight of the vehicle to conform to the ■azimum 

allowable weights specified in 61-10-101 through §l-lQ-104 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110. 

(2) COIIIIIIOdities and material unloaded as required by 

this section aha¼¼ must be cared for and removed froa the 

highway right-of-way by the owner or operator of tbs vehicle 

at the risk of that owner or operator. The removal aha¼¼ 

~ be within a reasonable time designated by the person 

who has compelled the unloading. 

(3) The department of transportation may establish, 

maintain, and operate weigh stations, either intermittently 

or on a continuous schedule: and may require vehicles, 

except passenger cars and pickup trucks under 8,000 pounds 

G.v.w. and recreational vehicles as defined in 61-1-132 

(that are not new or used recreational vehicles traveling 

into or through Montana for delivery to a distributor or a 

dealer), to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection 

for compliance with all laws pertaining to their operation 

and safety requirements. 

(4) The department of transportation shall work with 

the highway patrol in the enforcement of safety standards 

adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005. For the purposes of the joint 

enforcement, the highway patrol is designated as the lead 
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agency. The highway patrol and the department of 

transportation shall cooperate to aesnre !.!!!!!.!..!. minimWII 

duplication and maximum coordination of enforcement effort. 

(5) In orde, to enforce compliance with safety 

standaeds adopted puesuant to 44-1-1005, the depaetment of 

tunspo,tation shall designate employees as peace officees. 

The designated employees must be employed in the 

administration of the gross vehicle weight functions of the 

department of t,anspoetation. Each employee designated as a 

peace office, may: 

(a) issue citations and make arrests in connection with 

violations of s4fety standards adopted under 44-1-1005; 

(b) issue su11110ns1 

(c) accept bail; 

(d) serve warrants for arrest; 

(e) make reasonable inspections of cargo ca,,ied by 

commercial motor vehicles, 

(fl aake reasonable safety inspections of commercial 

motor vehicles utilized by moto, ca,,iersi and 

(g) require production of documents relating to the 

cargo, driver, routing, or ownership of aaeh comaerci•l 

motor vehicles. 

(6) In addition to other enforcement 

undee this section, an employee of the 

transportation has: 
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(a) the same authoeity to enforce provisions of the 

aoto, car,ie,s law as that granted the public service 

co111mission under 69-12-203; and 

(bl the duty to secuee or make copies, or both, of all 

bills of lading or othe• evidence of delivery foe shipment 

of agricultural seeds as defined in 80-5-120 that have been 

sold o, a,e intended for sale in Montana and to forward the 

copies to the department of ag,icultu,e within 24 hours of 

the date the bill of lading was obtained." 

Section 11. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-144. Violation of standards -- tolerance. (1) It 

is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or corporation to 

violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

61-10-106 through 61-10-110. 

(2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination 

of vehicles aay move over the highways to the first open 

state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the 

excess weight penaltia■ ■et forth in 61-10-145 if the total 

gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does 

not exceed allowable total gross weight limitations by lllO<a 

than 5\, or 7\ if the vehicle or combination of vehicles ia 

t,ansporting livestock, and if the weight carried by any 

axle or combination of axles does not exceed the allowable 

axle -ight limitations by more than 5\, o, 7\ if the 

vehicle or c011biration of vehicles is teansporting 
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livestock. In the event the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or 

axle weight limitations by more than SI, or 71 if the 

vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting 

livestock, the department may issue a single trip permit for 

the fee of $10 for allowing said the vehicle or combination 

of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility 

where its load can be safely adjusted or to its destination. 

Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in 

excess of 51, or 71 if the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles is transporting livestock, are subject to the fines 

provided in 61~10-145, and all loads in excess of SI of the 

total gross or axle weight limitations, or 71 if the vehicle 

or combination of vehicles is transporting livestock, must 

be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight 

limitations before the vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

moved from the point of weighing. 

(3) An operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

subject to the provisions of 61-10-107(4) may move over a 

highway, except any highway which that is part of the 

federal-aid interstate system, within a 50-mile radius of 

the harvested field to the point of first unloading without 

incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 

if the total gross weight of the vehicle or cOllbination of 

vehicles does not exceed allowable weight liaitationa by 

-19- BB 2!14 

1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 02!14/03 

more than 201 per axle, but the maximum load per inch of 

tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The vehicle or 

combination of vehicles aay not exceed 40 miles per hour. No 

sing¼e A single trip permit as required in subsection (2) 

sha¼¼-be ~ applicable to auch vehicle or combination of 

vehicles. When stteh lli vehicle or combination of vehicles 

violates any of the provisions of this subsection, the fine 

or penalty imposed sha¼¼-app¼y applies to that portion of 

the load above the legal limit.• 

Section 12. Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-145. Penalties. 

corporation convicted of 

(1) A 

violating 

person, 

61-10-101 

firm,. or 

through 

61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished 

by a fine of not less than $30 or more than $100. A person, 

firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle 

upon the public highways of this state with weight upon a 

wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximUDl 

permitted by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other 

penalties provided by law for the offense, the following 

aaounts: 

(a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 

pounds; 

(b) $50 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds 

and leas than 4,001 poundsi 
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(c) $7D for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds 

and less than 6,001 pounds; 

(d) $100 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds 

and less than 8,001 pounds; 

(e) $160 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds 

and less than 10,001 pounds; 

(fl $220 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds 

and less than 12,001 pounds; 

(g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds 

and less than 14,001 pounds; 

(h) $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds 

and less than 16,001 pounds; 

(i) $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds 

and less than 18,001 pounds; 

(j) $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds 

and less than 20,001 pounds; 

(k) $1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000 

pounds and leas than 25,001 pounds; 

(1) $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000 

pounds. 

(2) If a ■otor vehicle is equipped with a retractable 

axle that is not fully extended and carrying its 

proportionate share of the load while the 110tor vehicle is 

operated upon the highways of this state, the weight 

penalties in subsection (l)° apply to all weight over the 
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legal maxi■WII allowed by the fixed axles regardle■a of 

whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In 

addition to the penalties in subsection (l), the owner or 

operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the 

retractable axle fully extended while the gross weight of 

the vehicle exceeds the legal maxim11111 allowed by the fixed 

axles4 

(31 A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear 

issued pertaining to a violation of the gross weight 

regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

through 61-10-110 must specify the amount of the overweight 

that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle 

or combination of vehicles. 

(4) The penalties in subsection (l) do not apply to an 

operator who fails to secure a special permit as provided 

for in 61-10-107 ( 3) if the vehicle or combination of 

vehicles is not overweight with such a permit. The failure 

to obtain the special permit is punishable under 61-10-146 

and under this section as provided in 61-10-146, and the 

operator i ■ required to purchase the permit. If the vehicle 

or cOllbination of vehicles exceeds the weight limitations 

allowed by special permit and the operator fails to obtain a 

per■it under 61-10-107(3), the penalties of subsection (l) 

apply to the weight exceeding 80,000 pounds. 

(5) It ls a ■isde■eanor, punishable as provided in 
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46-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation to violate any 

of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 61-10-142." 

Section 13. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-201. Grose weight fees on 110tortrucks and truck 

tractors. In addition to other fees for the licensing of 

vehicles, there sha¼¼ must be paid and collected annually 

for each truck and truck tractor, based upon the maximum 

gross loaded weight thereef as set by the licensee in hia 

the application, the following fees: 

Schedule I 

Up to 6,000 lbs. $ 7.50 

6,001 through 8,000 lbs. . •••••••••••• .• • . . . •• .. . . • •• 12.50 

8,001 through 10,000 lbs. •• ••••••••••••••... ••.•.• •• 17.50 

10,001 through 12,000 lbs. 

12,001 through 14,000 lbs. 

14,001 through 16,000 lbs. 

16,001 through 18,000 lbs. 

18,001 through 20,000 lbs. 

20,001 through 22,000 lbs. 

22,001 through 24,000 lbs. 

24,001 through 26,000 lbs. 

26,001 through 2B,000 lbs. 

28,001 through 30,000 lbs. 

30,001 through 32,000 lbs. 

32,001 through 34,000 lbs. 
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34,001 through 36,000 lbs. ............................ 375.00 

36,001 through 38,000 lbs. .......................... 431.25 

38,001 through 40,000 lbs • •••••• ••••••• ••••••••• •••• 487.50 

40,001 through 42,000 lbs. .......................... 543.75 

Over 42,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61~10-106 

throu.51.!! 61-10-110 62.50 

per ton or fraction thereof of a ton.• 

Section 14. Section 61-10-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-202. Gross weight fees on trailers and 

St!llitrailera. In addition to other fees for the licensing of 

vehicles, there shall must be paid and collected annually 

for each trailer and semitrailer, based upon the maximum 

gross loaded weight ~hereof as aet by the licensee in hia 

the application, except as otherwise provided, the following 

fees: 

Schedule II 

Trailers Other Than Bousetrailers 

Up to 2,500 lbs. for personal use ••••••.••••••••••.• Exempt 

Up to 2,500 lbs. for c01D11ercial use •••••••••••••••• 

2,501 through 6,000 lbs. 

6,001 through B,000 lbs. 

B,001 through 10,000 lbs ••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••• 

10,001 through 12,000 lbs. 

12,001 through 14,000 lbs. 
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26,001 through 28,000 lbs, 

28,001 through 30,000 lbs. 

30,001 through 32,000 lbs. 

32,001 through 34,000 lbs. 

34,001 through 36,000 lbs. 

36,001 through 38,000 lbs. 

38,001 through 40,000 lbs. 

40,001 through 42,000 lbs, 

Over 42,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 
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27.50 

37.50 

50,00 

62.50 

93.75 

125,00 

156,25 

206.25 

262.50 

318.75 

375.00 

431.25 

487.50 

543,75 

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 

throuJlh 61-10-110 • , • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . • • . • • 62. 50 

per ton or fraction ehereof of a ton." 

Section 15. Section 61-10-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-210. Tbree unit com,ination -- fees in lieu of 

21 gross weight fees -- aarking. (1) Instead of the gross 

22 weight fees provided in 61-10-201 through 61-10-209, the 

23 owner of a motortruck or truck tractor used on the highways 

24 of the state in connection with two trailers or semitrailers 

25 at the same time shall register them as • three-an¼t 
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three-unit combination in the following manner by: 

(a) paying the registration and other fees covering the 

maximum practical gross vehicle weight for the truck or 

truck tractor, but not less than the actual operating gross 

weight under 61-3-303, 61-3-321, and 61-10-201; 

(bl registering the trailers in accordance with 

61-3-303 and 61-3-321 and paying the gross vehicle weight 

fee prescribed for the maximum trailing load in accordance 

with 61-10-202 on the combined gross weight of the two 

trailers or semitrailers, treating them as if they were a 

single unit. 

(2) This section does not authorize axle loads in 

excess to those established by 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

and 61-10-106 throu.!1._h 61-10-110." 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Repealer. Section 61-10-105, 

MCA, is repealed. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 17. EFFECTIVE CATE, (THIS ACT] IS 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 11 1995, 

-End-
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Page 1 of 1 
March 5, 1993 

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had 
under consideration House Bill No. 294 (first reading copy -
blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 294 be amended as 
follows and as so amended be concurred in. 

That such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 8. 
Strike: "SECTIONS 61-10-101," 
Insert: "SECTION" 

2. Title, lines 8 through 11. 
Following: "61-10-107,'' on line 8 
Strike: remainder of line 8 through "61-10-105,'' on line 11 

3. Page 1, lines 15 through 22. 
Strike: section 1 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

4. Page 4, line 8 through page 26, line 16. 
Strike: sections 3 through 16 in their entirety 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 2. Date of compliance. All 

equipment existing on or after [the date the governor signs 
this act] must comply with the provisions of 61-10-107(2) by 
January l, 1996." 

Renumber: subsequent section 

WI - Amd. Coo rd. 
,fi'?v" Sec. of Senate 

-END-

SENATE 

H6 ~,'I 
501101SC.Sma 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 294 

INTRODUCED BY LARSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW 

CONCERNING VEHICLE LOADS; REDUCING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE 

WEIGHT ON AXLES EQUIPPED WITH SINGLE TIRES; AMENDING 

sse~t6NS-6¼-¼8-i8iT SECTION 61-10-107, 6¼-¼8-¼887-6¼-¼8-¼897 

6¼-¼8-¼¼87---6i-iB-ii¼7---6¼-¼B-¼i47--6i-¼B-¼i67--6¼-¼B-¼iBT 

6i-¼B-¼4¼7-6¼-¼B-¼447-6¼-¼8-i457-6¼-¼B-i8¼7--6i-¼B-i8i7--ANB 

6¼-¼B-i¼87--MeA7 ANB RBPBAbfN8-SBE!'l'f9N-6i-i8-iB5, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TBE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1-:--S-iet1-6¼-¼B-¼8¼7-MeA-.-i11-9111efldee-te--read-.-

•6i-i8-i8iv--Standsrde-of-maxi■tt■--diaen11ion117--wei9hte7 

eteT---~he--etandarde--prowided--for--in--6¼-¼8-¼Bi--thraa9h 

6¼-¼B-¼B4-snd-6¼-¼B-¼B6-throa9h-6¼-¼B-¼¼B-9a•ern-the-■axiaW11 

d¼■enaiona7-we¼ghts7--and--e~her--eharaeter¼at¼ea--of--•otor 

wehie¼ee--operatin9--awer--the--hi9hwsys-in-the-state-to-the 

exe¼aeion--of--other---atandards---ar---ather---re<rttireaenta 

respeetin9-the-aae;eet-... tterT• 

Section 1. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-107. llalllllllll gross weight when permit 

required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of 
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20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 

inches or less than 96 inches apart may carry a load in 

excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load 

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are 

included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 

inches apart, extending across the full width of the 

vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or 

less apart are considered as a single axle. A vehicle or 

combination may not have more than nine axles. The maximum 

gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or 

combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula: 

W ~ 500((LN/(N - l)) + 12N + 36) 

in which w equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet, 

and N equals number of axles, except that two consecutive 

sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds 

each if the overall distance between the first and last 

axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or 

more. 

(2) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the 

requirements of subsection (l), its-■aximaa-¼ead-per-ineh-e~ 

tire-width7-e•e¼adin9-the-eteerin9-a•le7-May-not-exeeed--6BB 

peande7--baaed--on--the--teb¼e--¼n--6i-iB-l85t3tT ail-ex¼es 

bearing-an-a~¼e-iead-in-e2eess-ef-¼87 8&&-pettnds,-exeept--for 

the--steerin9-a~¼e-er-an-a~¼e-eqaipped-with-wide-ba9e-tires7 

mast-ha•e-at-¼ea9~-lettr-tires.-¼n-¼iea--of--fottr--Cires--,2er 
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ax¼ey--an--ax¼e--may--be--egttipped-with-vide-base-tiresT-~he 

ntaximnm-¼oad-en--az¼es--~nipped--witft--wide-baee--rires--is 

¼imited--te--458--poands--~r--ineh--e,--tire-widthT-Por-the 

pttrposes-or-this-seetien,-wide-base-tires-are-tires--with--a 

neminal--width-o£-¼4-or-mere-inehese-A¼¼-tires-mttst-be-qiven 

ered¼t-ror-the--nomina¼--width--when--ea¼eu¼ating--a¼¼owab¼e 

we¼ght-nnder-th¼s-sectieft~ ITS MAXIMUM LOAD PER INCH OF TIRE 

WIDTH, EXCLUDING THE STEERING AXLE, MAY NOT EXCEED 500 

POUNDS, BASED ON THE TABLE IN 61-10-105(3). 

(3) If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination 

exceeds 80,000 pounds, the vehicle or combination must have 

a special permit, which may be issued in the discretion of 

the department of transportation based on evaluation of 

safety, highway 

maintenance and 

capacity, and economics of highway 

vehicle operation. The fee is $20 per trip 

permit or $100 per term permit. A term permit may not be 

issued for a period of time greater than the period for 

which the GVW license is valid. C>wners of vehicles licensed 

in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the 

department, purchase permits to expire with their 

registration. Permits may specify and permits issued under 

61-10-124(6) must specify highway routing. 

(4) A special permit issued under subsection (3) for 

the transportation of agricultural products by farm vehicles 

from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery to 
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the point of first unloading is for the full term of the 

harvest season of the agricultural product transported. 

(5) This section does not apply to highways that are a 

part of the national system of interstate and defense 

highways (as referred to in 23 u.s.c. 127) when application 

of this section would prevent this state from receiving 

federal funds for highway purposes." 

Seetio11 J;--Seetien-6¼-¼8-¼867-ll€A7-is-ll!lleftded-1'.,..t'ead-.-

a6¼-i8-i88T--Rednetien-nnder-s~eia¼-c¼re..,.s1'aneesT--~he 

maximtt111--ax¼e--and--axle--9renp--leads--stated--¼n-6¼-l8-l8S 

6¼-¼8-¼8~--are--sttb;ee~--~o--rea90ftab¼e--redttetion--in---~he 

diseretien---e£--the--depar1'ment--e£--1'ranspertatien--dnrin9 

periods-when-read-subgrades--have--been--veakene-d--by--waeer 

9atttration-or-other-eanses•• 

Section •;--seetien-6¼--¾i-¼89,-M€A,-±s-allle'ftded-t.,..1'ead-.-

•6¼-¼8-¼&9.--eperation-----withott~----specia¼----permits 

prehibited•-~he-operation-o£--¥ehie¼es--or--c0Uiftations--oE 

vehie¼es--having--dimensicns--o~--weights--in--exeess-of-the 

maximttm-¼imits-s~eified-in-6¼-l8-¼8¼-threngh-6¼-¼8-¼84--and 

6¼-¼8-¼86--thrett9h-6i-¼8-l88-is-~rmitted-enly-if-atttherized 

by-s~eial-pet'lll¼1'-issned-by-the-department-ef-1'ranspertatien 

or-ita-agenta-or-~he-highway-patro¼•• 

Sec~;--seet:ien-6¼-¼i-¼¼87 -MeA7-±s-allle'ftded-1'e-read-.-

•6i-¼8-¼i8~--Pedera¼--¼aw.--seet¼ens--6¼-i8-¼8¼--threngh 

6i-¼8-¼84-and-6¼-¼8-¼86-threns_!!-6¼-l8-¼89-de-net--att1,herize, 
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withoat-a-permit-issaed-as-preYided-by-¼aw7-the-eperation-0£ 

a--eelftDinatien-ef-vehie¼es-havin9-a-gress-weight7-ax¼e-¼ead7 

er-size-in-eKeeaa-ef-that-aathorized-ift-these--aeetiens7--er 

tfte--operatien--of-a-eombination-0£-vehie¼es-on-the-nationa¼ 

system-0£-interstate-and-defense--highways--having--a--gross 

weight--or--size--in-exeess-ef-that-per■itted-by-¼aw-in-this 

stote-before-an¼y-¼7-¼956,-or-by-federa¼-¼ow--or--regn¼ot¼on 

in--exeess--thereo£,-whieh-is-adopteda-1£-£edera¼-¼aw-a¼¼ows 

e■tab¼iahment-0£-size-and-weight-¼imits-in-excess--of--those 

pera¼tted--in--those--seet¼ons7-w¼thont-peNt¼ty-or-den¼o¼-of 

federo¼--fnnds--for--h¼ghwsy--pnrposea.--the--department--of 

tranaportation-may7-by-permit-desi9natin9--hi9hway--roating7 

aathorize-the-movement-on-highways-ander-its-jnrisdietion-of 

Tehie¼es--or-eombinations-0£-vehie½es-0£-a-size-or-weight-ift 

eseeaa-ef-the-¼¼m¼ts-pro•¼ded-for--in--those--aeet¼ona7--bnt 

within--the--¼imits--neeeasary--to--qna¼i£y--£or-£edera¼-aid 

h¼ghwoy-fnndaT• 

Sec~~-seet¼eft-6¼-i8-¼i¼7-M€A7-is-omended-to-reod~-

•6¼-¼8-¼i¼T--Perm¼ts-for-eseess--size--and--we¼ghtT--tlt 

0poft--opp¼¼eot¼Oft--and-w¼th-good-eonae-shown7-the-department 

o!-transpertation-and-¼oea¼-anthorities-in-their--respeeti•e 

;ariadietions--■ay--iaane--te¼ephoniea¼¼y--or--in--writing-a 

epeeia¼-permit-anthorizing-the-app¼ieant-to-operate-or--mo•e 

o--•eh¼ele7--eomb¼not¼en-ef-•enie¼es7-¼ood7-ob;eet7-or-other 

thing-of-o-s¼ze-or-weight-e•eeeding-the-mo•¼mnm-apee¼£ied-¼n 
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6¼-¼8-¼8¼-throngh-6¼-¼8-¼84-and-6¼-¼8-¼86-throngh--6¼-¼8-¼¼8 

npon--a--h¼ghwoy--nftder--the--;nrisd¼et¼on--0£--ond--for-the 

maintenanee--0£--whieh--the--body--granting--the--permit--is 

responsib¼e.-However,-on¼y-the-department-may-isstte--permits 

£or--movement--0£--a--vehie¼e--or--eombination--0£--vehie¼es 

earrying--bni¼t-ttp-or-redtteib¼e-¼oads-in-exeess-o£-9-£eet-in 

width-or-e•eeed¼ng-the-¼ength7-height7-or--weight--spee¼£ied 

¼n---6¼-¼8-¼8¼---throngh--6¼-¼8-¼84--ond--6¼-¼8-¼86--throttgh 

6¼-¼8-¼¼8T--~his--permit--mast--be--issaed--in--the---pab¼ie 

intereste--A--earrier-reeeiving-this-permit-m~st-ha•e-pttb¼ie 

¼¼ob¼¼¼ty-ond-property-damoge-¼nsnronee-for--the--proteet¼on 

0£--the--trave¼ing--pnb¼ie--aa--a-who¼e.-A-permit-may-not-be 

¼aaned-£or-a-period-greater-thon-the-period--for--whieh--the 

8YW--¼¼eense--is-•o¼id7-ine¼nding-groee-periods7-as-pro•ided 

in--th¼a--t¼t¼e.--ewners--of--•ehie¼es--¼¼eensed--¼n---cther 

;arisd±etiens--may7--a~--ehe--diseret¼en--ef-~he-departaent7 

parehase--permits--te--expire--with--their--registrat¼on.--A 

¼ieense-reqaired-by-the-state--go•erns--the--issaanee--0£--a 

speeio¼--peraitT--~he--deportment--moy--issae--to-deo¼ers-in 

imp¼eaents--ef--hnsbandry---and---se¼£-prope¼¼ed---maeh¼nery 

e¥eraize-permits7-whieh-may-be-transferred-from-anit-to-anit 

by--the--dea¼er7--for--the-fee-set-forth-in-6¼-¼8-¼i4T-~hese 

o•eraize-permita-may-not-restriet-dea¼ers-in--¼mp¼efflents--0£ 

hnabandry--and--self-propei¼ed-maehinery-from-tro•e¼ing-on-o 

Sotnrdoy-or-Snndoy-and-esp¼re-en-Beeember-3¼-ef--each--yearT 
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with--no--graee--periO<!T-¥or-the-purposes-of-this-seetion7-a 

dea¼er--in--imp¼ements--of---hasbandry---or---se¼f-prope¼¼ed 

maehinery-mast-be-a-resident-ef-the-atateT-A-post-offiee-box 

nmnher-¼s-not-a-perllltlnent-address-ander-thia-seet¼on. 

tit--!'he---app¼ieant---for---a---speeial---permit--sha¼l 

apeei,¼ea¼¼y-deser¼be-the-pewered-•ehie¼e-or-towing--Yehiele 

and--generally--deseribe-the-t:rpe-of-vehiele7-eombination-of 

vehie¼es7-load7-ob;eet,-or-other-thing--to--be--operated--or 

1110Yed--and--the--part¼en¼ar--state--highways--o•er-whieh-the 

vehie¼e7-eellbination-of-vehie¼es,--load,--ob;eet,--or--other 

thing--is-to-be-moved-and-whether-the-permit-ia-reqaired-for 

a-sing¼e-trip-or-£OT-eontinttoas-operation•• 

~~-Seet:ion-6l-¼~-:l:i47-MeA7-is-amended-to--readT--

•6¼-l8-¼i4T--Speeial-peraits----fee-----eranesT--tlt--As 

naed---in--this--seet¼on7--•erane•--means--a--se¼£-prope¼¼ed 

sing¼e-nn¼t-wehie¼e-eonsisting-oE-not-more-than--£onr--ax¼es 

and--ased--£or-rais¼ng7-shi£tin97-and-¼ower¼ng-heavy-weights 

by-means-0£-a-pre;eetin9-swingin9-armw 

tit--Bxeept-as-provided-in-sabseetions--t3ttbty--t3ttdtT 

and--t6t7--in-addition-to-the-re9a¼ar-re9istratien-and-gress 

vehie¼e-weight-fees7-a-fee-of-$l8-for-eaeh-trip-permit-and-a 

fee-of-$~5-for-eaeh-ter■-permit-i■saed-for-s¼ze--and--weight 

in--e•eess--or-that-speeified-in-6¼-¼8-¼8¼-throagh-6¼-¼8-184 

and--6¼-¼B-¼86--through--61-¼8-¼¼8--aust--be--paid--for--a¼l 

movement■-ander-speeial-perm¼ts-on-the-publie-highways-ander 
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the-;ari■dietion-of-the-department-of-transportatioftT 

t3t--tat-Bseept--a■--provided--in--subseetiona---t3ttbt7 

t3ttdt,--t6t7--and--t~t,--term-or-blanket-perm¼ta-may-not-be 

issued-£or-an-e•erridth-•ehie¼e7--eombination--ef--vehie¼es7 

¼oad,--or--ether--th¼ng--in-exeess-of-¼5-feet;-an-over¼ength 

•ehie¼e7-eembiftation-ef-Yehie¼es7--¼oad7--objeet7--or--other 

thing--in--eweess--of--95--feet;--and-an-o•erheight-•ehie¼e7 

eemb±nation-ef-•ehie¼es7-¼ead7-or-other-thing-in--exeess--ef 

¼4--feet7--or--of--a--¼imit--deterained-by-the-departmefttT-A 

vehie¼e7-eelQIJination-of-Yehie¼es7-¼oad7-or--other--thing--in 

exeess--of--these--dimens¼ons--is-¼imited-to-trip-permitsa-A 

Roeky-Mountain-doable-may-not-eseeed--8¼--feet--in--eombined 

trai¼er--¼ength7--and-the-¼ong-semitrai¼er-carge-anit-0£-the 

eombination-may-not--e•eeed--48--feet--in--¼engthT--A--Roeky 

Moantain--doab¼e--is--not--sub;eet--to--a-eoabination-¼ength 

¼imita-Speeia¼-permits-for-yehie¼e-eombinations-ef-more-than 

two-trai¼ers-or-more-than-twe-~nits-designed-for-or-ased--to 

earry--a--¼oad--are--not--permitted--exeept--as--provided-¼n 

subseetions--t6t--and--t~tT--Speeia¼--permit■--for---vehie¼e 

eombinations---may----speeity---aftd---speeia¼--permits--ander 

sabseetions-t6t-and-tTt-aast--■peeify--h¼ghway--roating--nnd 

etherwiae--¼¼m¼t-or-preseribe-cond¼eiens-0£-epera~ion-0£-the 

wehie¼e--er--eombination7--inc¼nd¼ng--bat--ne~--¼imieed---ee 

reqnired----eqnipmeftt7----speed7----stabi¼iey7---ope~aeionai 

precednres7-and-insttraneea 
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tbt--A--term--permit--may--be--issned--te--a--deaier--ift 

impieaeftta-ef-hnabaftdry-aftd-aeif-propeiied-,..,ehiftery-fer--aft 

e•erwidth--er--e•erieftgth--•ehieie-referred-te-ift-attbseetien 

t3ttat.-~he-fee-fer-this-permit-is-$i5.-~his-permit-eo•ers-a 

period-o£-¼-year-and-expirea-on-9eeember-3¼--o£--eaeh--yearz 

with-no-grace-period• 

tet--With--payment--of-the-apprepriate-grosa-weight-fees 

regnired-by-6¼-¼8-i8¼-and-6¼-¼8-i8i-and-with-payment-of--the 

£ee--preaeribed-in-sttbseetion-titT-a¼¼owab¼e-gross-weight-o£ 

a-fi•e-ax¼e-eombination-¼egging-•ehie¼e-is-887888-pettnds. 

tdt--A-ter■-permit-may-be-iasned-£or-afty-eombination--ef 

•ehie¼es--tftat-exceeds-95-feet-in-¼ength-but-does-not-exeeed 

¼88----~eet----in----eeabination----¼engtft7-----exeept-----a 

trnc~-trai¼er-trai¼er-----------or----------a----------trnc~ 

traetor-semitrai¼er-trai¼er-trai¼er-eombination7-£or--trave¼ 

eniy-en-highways-that-are-part-of-the-federai-aid-iftterstate 

syste■7--as-defined-ift-68-i-¼837-er-on-ether-highways-within 

a-~-mi¼e-radiaa-o!-an-interehange-en-the--interatate--system 

in--order--to-obta¼n-neeessary-serwiees-or-to-¼oad-or-an¼oad 

at-a-term¼na¼T-When-a-tera¼na¼-ia-beyend--a--i-■i¼e--radias7 

the-department-may-anthorize-tra•ei-between-the-terminai-and 

the-interehange.-~he-fee-£or-this-perait-is-$¼25. 

t•t--Bseept--aa--pre•ided-in-snbaeetien-t,ttbt7-a-permit 

may-not-be-issned-£er-a-peried--e£--time--greater--than--the 

peried--fer--whieh--the--8YW-iieense-is-•aiid-aa-pro•ided-in 
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this-titleT-ineinding-graee-perieds-al¼owed-by--this--title. 

8wners--o!--wehie¼es-¼ieensed-in-other-jariadiet±ona-may7-at 

the-diseretien-o!-the-department-0£-transportation7-parehase 

permits--to--expire--with--their--registrationT--A---¼ieense 

reqnired--by--the--state--ge•erns--the-isananee-of-a-speeial 

permitT 

tSt--9he-ewner-or-operator--o£--a--erane-with--a--gress 

•ehie¼e--weight--of--iess--thaft-887888-pennds-may-pnrehaae-a 

38-day-speeia¼-permit-for-owerweight--ii--the--erane--has--a 

ettrrent-speeia¼-mobi¼e-eqnipment-identi£ieation-p¼ate-and-if 

the---department---ef---transpertatien---has---appro•ed--the 

eon£ig~ration--o£--the--erane--throagh--a--weigftt---ana¼ys¼s 

eemp¼eted--within--the-a-e-ea¼endar-yearT-~he-permit-ia-not 

transferable7 -and-the-fee-for-the-permit-is-$i88. 

t6t--~he-depart■ent-may-issne--speeial--per■its--to--the 

operating--eompany--£or--a--traek-trai¼er-trai¼er--er--trnek 

traetor-semitrai¼er-trai¼er-trai¼er--eelllbinatien-of-weftie¼es 

nnder-the-£eilowing-eoftditiens~ 

tat--the-eoabination-may-be-operated--eniy--on--highwaya 

that--are--part--of--the--federai-aid--interstate--system-as 

defined-in--68-¼-½8~--and--within--a--2-aile--radins--ef--an 

interehange--en-the-interstate-system-en-ether-highways-oniy 

in-order-to-obtain-neeesaary-serwiees-or-to-¼oaS--or--an¼oad 

at--a--term¼na¼T--When-a-term¼na¼-¼s-bey&nd-a-~-mi¼e-raditte7 

the-department-■ay-a~therize-tra•ei-between-the-terminai-and 

-10- HB 294 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0294/04 

the-interchange• 

tbt--a-eembination-of-vebie¼es--pewered--by--a--eab-oyer 

ttilt--eabt--type--trttek-traetor--or--a-trttek-mey-not-e•eeed 

oYerall-¼engtb-of-i85-feet,--ineittsive--of--front--and--rear 

btmpers-and-oYerhang; 

tet--a-eombination-e£-yehie¼es-pewered-by-a-een¥entiona¼ 

trttek-traetor--may--not--exeeed--o•erail-¼engtb-of-ii8-feetT 

ine¼ttsi•e-o£-£ront-and-rear-btllllpers-and-e•erhang; 

fdt--ne an-indiwidna¼-earge-nnit-e£-the-eombinatien--may 

not-exeeed-28-if2-feet-in-lengtb-and-i82-inebes-in-widtb7 

tet--groas--weigbt--fees-ttnder-61-19-283-mttst-be-paid-on 

the-traek-or-trae~-traeter-£or-the-dee¼ared-registered-gross 

wei9ht-0£-the-speeia¼-Yehie¼e-eombination7-bat-not-te-exeeed 

tbe-formttia-in-6¼-¼9-i8T7 

tft--the-eembination-mast-haye-a-restrieted-roate-perm¼t 

ttnder-6i-l8-i8it3t-and-a-speeiai-over¼engtb-permit-iaatted-at 

a-fee-of-$288-for-a-term-permit-or-$i8-for-eaeb-trip-permit7 

t9t--travei-of-tbe--eombination--mey--be--restrieted--to 

apeei£ie--reates7--hoara--0£--eperation7--speei£ie--daysr-er 

aeasona¼-perieds~-and 

tbt--tbe-department-may-enforee-any--otber--reatrietions 

determined--by-tbe-department-to-be-neeeasaryT-'Plle-permit-is 

not-transferab¼e7-and-tbe-fee-for-tbe-permit-is-$i88T 

tit--~be-department-of-transpertation-mey-iaatte--apeeia¼ 

peraita---ander--sabseetion--t6t--for--•ehiele--cembinations 
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eonsisting-of-a-trttek-trai¼er-trai¼er-if~ 

tat--the-veh¼e¼e-eombinatienie-everal¼-¼engtfl--¼ne¼ttsive 

ef-front-and-rear-btt11.pers-is-not-more-than-95-feet~ 

tbt--a--person7--£¼rm7--or--eorperation--app¼y¼ng--£0r-a 

permit---ander---tbia---sabseetion----tit----operated----tbe 

trttek-traiier-trai¼er-eombination-befere-dttiy-l,-i98T~ 

tct--trae~-trai¼er-trai¼er--eperations-are-restrieted-to 

the-speeified-routes-those-vehie¼es-eperated-on-before--aa¼y 

iT-i98i7-and 

tdt--a--persen7--Eirm7 --er--eerp:,ration--appiying--Eor-a 

permit-pro•ides-the-department--0£--transportation--with--an 

a££idavit--designating--the--rotttes--the-vehieie-operated-on 

before-dtt¼y-iT-i98iT• 

Section a~-Seetion-6i--,i8-¼~67-MeA7-is-allleftded-te-read~-

a6¼-i8-li6T--Bepoait-of-feesT-Ai¼-£ees--eo¼leeted--ttnder 

6i-¼8-¼8i--tbrottgb-6i-i8-i84-and-6¼-i8-i86-tbrott9h-6¼-i8-i25 

sha¼¼ !.!!!!,-be-£orwarded-to-the-etate-treasurer--ror--deposit 

in--the--etate--highway-aeeottnt-in-the-state-speeia¼-reven~e 

fttndT• 

Section s~-seetion-6i-i8--,1287-MeA7-is-amet1ded-te-read~-

•6¼-¼8-¼i8T--t~e•peraryt-Nben-attthorities--may--restriet 

rigbt-to-ttae-roadwayT-flt-Neitber-tbe-department-nor-a-¼oea¼ 

atttbority--may--aiter--tbe-¼imitations-proYided-in-6i-i8-i8¼ 

tbrottgb--6i-i8-i84--ond--6l-i8-l96-~tbrottgb---6l-i8-ii8---or 

sabstitttte--ether--¼imitations--or--re~ttirements7--exeept-as 
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pro•ided-in-this-seetionT 

tit--~he-departaent-0E-transporeaeion--by--order7--or--a 

¼oea¼---road--attthority--by--ordinanee--or--reso¼ation7 --may 

prohibit-the-operation-of--or--i■pose--restrietions--on--the 

veighe--and-speed-oE-a-•ehie¼e-tra•e¼ing-on-a-pttb¼ie-highvay 

ander-its--respeet¼Ye--;arisdietion--aftd--for--whieh--it--ie 

reaponsib¼e--for--maintenanee--vhenever--the-highway-wi¼¼-be 

serions¼y-dama9ed-or-destroyed-by-deterioration,-rain7-snow7 

or-ether-e¼imetie-eonditions7-an¼eas-the-ase-0£-•ehie¼es--on 

ehe-highway-is-prohibited-or-the-permissible-vehiele-weights 

and--speed--are-redtteedT-'l'he-departaent-oE-transportation-or 

the-aathority-whieh that-enaete-the-ordinanee-or--reso¼ation 

aha¼¼--ereet-aigna-deeignating-the-department~s-order-or-the 

attthorityia-ordinanee-or-resoltttion--at--eaeh--end--oE--that 

portion--oE-the-highvay-aEEeeted7-and-the-order-or-ordinanee 

or-reso¼ation-ia-not-e££eetive-ttnt¼¼-tfte-ai9ns-are--ereeted. 

~he-department7-or-the-attehoriey-by-ordinanee-or-resolaeion7 

aay--prohibie--the--operaeion--0£-traeks-or-other-eoaaereia¼ 

vehie¼eay--or--iapese--¼imitations--on---the¼r---weigftt---on 

deaignaeed-highways7-sabjeee-to-the-pro•isiona-0E-sttbseetion 

t3tT---se--prohibitiona--and--¼iaitations--aha¼l aaat--be 

deaignated-by-appropriate-signs-p¼aeed-on-the-highwayaT 

t3t--Neither--the--departaent--nor-a-loeal-aathority-aay 

prehib¼t-the-eperation-ef-or-¼mpose--a--restr¼etion--on--the 

veighe--oE--a--•ehiele--loaded-with-periahable-seed-potatoea 
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that-is-tra•e¼in~-on-a-pttb¼ie-hi9hway-i£~ 

tat--the-•ehiele-is--being--operated--vithin--ita--¼egal 

¼ieensed-gress-•ehie¼e-weight~ 

tbt--a---permit--has--been--issued--ander--6l-l9-l8~t3t7 

regard¼eaa-oE-the-•ehieleis--gross--weight7--speeiEyin9--the 

rottte--rrea--point--oE--¼oading-to-the-nearest-nonrestrieted 

road~-and 

tet--the-dri•er-has-in-his-pesaession-o£-a-£edera¼-state 

inspeetion-eerei£ieate-issaed-Eor-the-load. 

t4t--A-permit-isstted-ttnder-sabseetion-t3t-aay-be-re¥oked 

Eor-violating-any-eondition-oE-the-permitT-t~erminates--aane 

387-l993--seeT-i7-eh.-4i67-LT-l99lTt 

6l-l8-li8T--tBEEeeti•e--aa¼y--l7--l993t-When-aathorities 

may-restriet-right-to-use-roadvay.-t¼t-A-¼oea¼-aathority-may 

not-alter-the--limieations--pro•ided--in--61-18-181--throagh 

6l-l8-l84--and--6l-¼8-l86--ehrottgh--6¼-l8-l¼9--or-sabstieaee 

other-¼imitations-er-reqttirements,--exeept--as--previded--in 

thia-aeetien. 

fit--~he--departaent--0E--transportation--by-order7-or-a 

¼eea¼--road--atttherity--by--ordinanee--or--reso¼ation7---may 

proh¼bit--the--operation--oE--or--iapose-restrietions-on-the 

weight-and-apeed-oE-a-•eh¼e¼e-traveling-on-a-pab¼ie--highvay 

ttnder--its--respeetive--;ttrisdietien--and--£or--whieh--it-is 

reapensib¼e-fer-maintenanee-whenever--the--highway--wi¼¼--be 

serious¼y-damaged-or-destreyed-by-deterieratienT-rain7-snew7 
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or--ether-c¼imatie-conditions7-nn¼ess-the-use-of-•ehic¼ea-on 

the-highway-is-preltibited-er-the-per■issib¼e-Yehie¼e-weights 

and-apeed-are-redneede-9he-depart:ment-o£--tranapertation--or 

the--authority-which that-enaets-the-ordinance-or-resoitttion 

sha¼¼-ereet-signs-designating-the-departmentLs-erder-or--the 

anthorityis--ordinanee--or--reso¼ntion--at--eaeh-end-0£-that 

portien-eE-the-highway-a!Eeeted7-and-the-erder-er--erdinanee 

or--rese¼ntion-is-not-e££eetiYe-unti¼-the-ei!ns-are-ereetedT 

~he-depert:111ent7-er-the-aathority-by-ordinanee-er-reso¼ationy 

■ay-prehibit-the-eperatien-e!--traeks--er--ether--eemmereia¼ 

vehie¼es7---or---iapese---¼imitations--on--their--WC!'ight--on 

deai9nated--highwaysT--~hese--prohibitions--aftd--¼im¼tat¼ons 

aha¼¼ •ast-be-deaignated-by-apprepr¼ate-aigns-p¼aeed-en--the 

highwaysT• 

Seetio1 a 16:--sect:-ien-6¼--¼il--¼'4¼-.-MeA-,--is-'111lefflied-te-read-.-

•6¼-¼9-¼4iT--ef'Eieera--aather-ized--te-we-igh-•ehie¼es-and 

reqttire-remeya¼-ef-e•eessive-¼eads----enroreement--er--meter 

earrier--saEety--standards----daty-te-obtain-bii¼s-e!-¼ading 

Eer-agriea¼tara¼-seedsT-t¼t-A-peaee-e!Eieer7-e!Eieer-eE--the 

h¼ghway---patre¼7---er---eap¼eyee---eE---the--department--eE 

transpertatien--y-weigh-any-Yehie¼e-regtt¼ated-by--6¼-¼9-¼9¼ 

threagh--6¼-¼8-¼94--and--6¼-¼8-¼96-threagh-6¼-¼9-¼i97-eseept 

reereatiena¼-•ehie¼ea-as---de!tned--in--61-¼-¼32-,--either--by 

■eans-e!-pertab¼e-er-statienary-sea¼es,-and-may-rl!flaire-that 

the--yeftie¼e-be-driveft-to-the-nearest-sca¼es-if-these-sea¼es 
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are-within-~-mi¼es•-~hat-person-may-then-regn¼re-the--driver 

te--an¼ead-i-■ediate¼y-that-pertien-eE-the-¼ead-neeeasary-te 

deerease-the-weight-e£-the-Yehie¼e-to-e0Rierm-to-the-ma~i•tu11 

aiiewab¼e-weights-speeiEied-in-6¼-¼9-i&i--threagh--6¼-¼9-¼94 

and-6¼-19-¼96-threagh-6¼-¼8-¼¼BT 

t2t--ee■■edities--and--mater-ia¼--an¼oeded-as-r1!f!ttired-by 

this-seetien-sha¼¼ mast-be-eared-Eer-and--remoYed--Erem--the 

highway-right-eE-way-by-the-ewner-er-eperater-oE-the-Yehie¼e 

at--the--risk--eE--that-evner-er-eperaterT-Yhe-remeYa¼-sha¼¼ 

mttst-be-with¼n-a-reasenab¼e-time-designated--by--the--persen 

whe-has-eempe¼¼ed-the-nn¼eading. 

t3t--Yhe--department--ef--transpertatien--■ay-estab¼ish., 

mainta¼n;-and-eperate-weigh-stat¼ens;-either--intermittent¼y 

er--on--a--continttetts--sehedtt¼e,--and--may-reqttire-vehie¼es7 

exeept-pasaenger-ears-and-piekttp-trae~s-ander--87888--peands 

s.v.we--and--reereatiena¼--vehie¼es--as--de~ined-in-6¼-¼-¼3~ 

tthat-are-not-new-er-nsed--reereationa¼--vehie¼es--trave¼ing 

inte--or--threngh-Montana-£or-de¼ivery-te-a-d¼stribator-er-a 

dea¼ert7-te-enter-£er-the-parpese-of-weighing-and-¼nspectien 

fer-eemp¼ienee-with-a¼¼-¼aws-pertaining-~e--their--operatien 

and-aa,ety-reqnireaents7 

t4t--Yhe--department--eE--transpertatien-sha¼i-werk-with 

the-highway-potre¼-in-the-enEereement--eE--sa!ety--standards 

adepted-paraaant-te-44-¼-¼885T-¥er-the-parpeaea-eE-the-jeiftt 

enEeree■ent7--the--highway--patre¼-is-designated-as-the-¼ead 
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ageneyT--~he--highway---patro¼---and---the---department---of 

transportation--sha¼¼--eeeperate--to--assnre ~-mini•n• 

dup¼¼eation-and-maximtta-eoordination-o£-en£oreement-ef~ort. 

t5t--fn--order--to--enforee---eomp¼ianee---with---eafety 

etandards--adopted--parsttant-to-44-¼-¼8857-the-depertment-of 

transportation-sha¼¼-designate-emp¼oyees-as-peaee--offieersT 

~he---designated---emp¼oyees---mttst---be---emp¼oyed--in--the 

administrat¼on-of-the-gross-Yehie¼e-weight-fttnetions-of--the 

department--of-transportationT-Baeh-emp¼oyee-deeignated-as-a 

peaee-o££ieer-may~ 

tat--issne-eitations-and-ma~e-arrests-in-eonneetien-w¼th 

•io¼atione-of-safety-atandards-adopted-ttnder~44-¼-¼885T 

tbt--issne-sttmlllons; 

tet--aeeept-bai¼T 

tdt--aerwe-warrants-£or-arrest~ 

tet--make-reasonab¼e-inspeetions--of--eargo--earried--by 

eemaere¼a¼-motor-wehie¼es; 

tft--make--reaeonab¼e--safety--inspeetions-of-eommereia¼ 

metor-wehie¼es-ati¼ized-by-metor-earriera;-and 

tgt--reqttire-prodttetion-af--doettments--re¼ating--to--the 

ear~eT--driwer7--roatin97--or--ownersh±p--0£-aueh eo-ereia¼ 

motor-wehic¼ese 

t6t--fn-addition-to-other--enforeement--dtttiee--assigned 

ttnder--this--neetion7--an--emp:oyee--of--the--department--of 

transpertation-has~ 
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tat--the--saae--anthor¼ty--to--enforee-pro•ia¼ons-of-the 

motor-earriere--¼aw--as--that--granted--the--pttb¼ie--eerw¼ee 

eollllllission-under-69-¼i-i83T-and 

tbt--the--dttty-to-seettre-or-ma~e-eepies7-er-Dothy-e£-a¼¼ 

bi¼¼s-of-¼ading-or-other-e•idenee-oE-de¼iYery--for--shipment 

of--agriett¼tttra¼-seeds-as-deEined-in-88-5-¼i8-that-ha•e-been 

so¼d-er-are-intended-£or-sa¼e-¼n-Montana-and-to-fofvard--the 

eopiee--to--the-departaent-of-agriett¼tttre-with¼n-i4-hottrs-af 

the-date-the-bi¼¼-of-¼ading-was-abtainedT• 

Section ff~-seetion-fif-¼8-¼447-MeA7-ie-Uleflded-to--ree.d~-

•fi¼-¼8-¼44T--Violation-of-standards----to¼eraneeT-t¼t-ft 

¼s-a-miademeanor-£or--a--peraon7--£irmy--or--eorporation--te 

•ia¼ate--sny--pro•ision--of--6¼-¼8-¼8¼-tftrettgh-6¼-¼8-¼84-and 

6¼-¼8-¼86-throttgh-6¼-¼8-t¼8T 

tit--However7-the-operator-of-a-wehie½e--or--eomDination 

of--Yehie¼es--mey--move--ower-the-highways-to-the-first-open 

state-sea¼eT-permanent-or-portab½e7--without--inettrring--the 

exeess--weight-pena¼ties-set-Eorth-in-6¼-¼8-¼45-if-the-tota¼ 

gross-weight-of-the-•ehie¼e-or-eombination-oE-•ehietes--does 

not--exeeed-a¼¼ewah¼e-tota¼-gross-veight-½imitations-Dy-more 

than-517-er-il-if-the-•ehie¼e-or-eoml,ination-of-•ehie¼es--is 

transporting--¼i•estoek7--and--if--the-weight-earried-by-any 

ax¼e-or-eolllbination-0£-az¼es-does-not-exeeed--the--a¼¼owab¼e 

axte--weight--¼imitations--by--more--than--517--or-il-if-the 

•ehie¼e--or--eombination---0£---•ehie¼es---is---trensperting 
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¼ivestoekT--¼n--the--event--the--•ehie¼e--er--cembination-e£ 

vehie¼es-is-not-in-eweeas-0£-the-a¼¼owab¼e--totai--gross--or 

a•¼e--weight--¼ia¼tatiene--by--mere--than--5•7--er-~,-if-the 

•ehie¼e--or--eombinatioft---0£---•ehie¼es---is---transperting 

¼ivestoek,-the-department-may-issne-a-sing¼e-trip-permit-£or 

the--fee-er-$¼8-rer-a¼¼ewing-aaid the-•ehieie-er-eembinatien 

o£-vehie¼es-to-move-over-the-highways-te-the-£irst--£aei¼ity 

where-ita-¼oad-ean-De-safe¼y-ad;nsted-or-to-its-destination~ 

Yio¼ations--0£--tota¼--grosa--or--aw¼e-weight-i¼m¼tations-in 

eHeess-o£-5,7--or--it--i£--the--vehie¼e--or--eombination--0£ 

vehie¼es-is-transperting-¼ivestoek7-are-sabjeet-to-the-fines 

pre•ided--in-6i-i8-¼457-and-aii-¼eads-in-exeeaa-er-Sl-ef-the 

teta¼-gross-or-a•¼e-weight-¼imitat¼ensT-or-~•-i£-the-vehie¼e 

or-eombinatien-e£-vehie¼es-is-transperting--¼iwesteek7--mast 

be--adjaated--or--redaeed--to-eenferm-to-the-size-and-weight 

¼imitations-before-the-•ehie¼e-er-eombination-of-vehie¼es-is 

""'•ed-rrem-the-peint-ef-weigh¼ng. 

t3t--An-operater-o£-a-vehie¼e-er-eombinaticn-ef-vehie¼es 

sttbjeet-te-the-pre•iaiena-er-6¼-i8-¼8~t4t-..,.y--meve--ever--a 

highway7--exeept--any--highway--whieh that--¼a--part-ef-the 

federai-aid-interataee-ayatea7-vithin-a--58-mi¼e--raditta--ef 

the--harveated-rie¼d-te-the-peint-er-firat-an¼eading-witheat 

inearring-the-exeeaa-we¼ght-penaities-set-£orth-in-6¼-¼8-¼45 

if-the-teta¼-graaa-weight-ef-the-•ehie¼e-er--eembinatien--of 

vehieiea--deea--net--exeeed--a¼¼evab¼e-weighe-¼imitatiena-by 
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mere-than-i8l-per-axie7-bttt-the-..,.xia11111--¼ead--per--ineh--ef 

tire--w¼dth--may--not--exeeed--6~8--peundsT--~he--wehie¼e-or 

eoabination-e£-vehie¼es-lllll:y-not-exeeed-49-mi¼es-per-hottrT-NO 

sing¼e A-a¼ng¼e-trip-permit-as-required--in--sttbseetien--f~t 

sha¼i-be is-not-app¼ieab¼e-to-saeh-wehie¼e-er-eombination-of 

vehie¼ea•--When--sach ~-vehie¼e-cr-eombination-0£-wehie¼ea 

wio¼atea-any-e£-the-previsions-o£-this-attbseetion7-the--£ine 

or--penaity--iapeaed--shai¼-app¼y app¼ies-te-thae-pertien-ef 

the-ioad-abe•e-the-iegai-iimit.• 

Sectio11 t~~-serlien-6½-¼&-¼•57-M€A7-ia-amended-te-read~-

•6¼-¼8-¼45.--Pena¼tiea.---tit---A---persen,---firm7---er 

eerperatien--een•ieted--or---•ie¼ating---61-¼8-¼8¼---threttgh 

6¼-¼8-i84--and-6i-i8-i86-throttgh-6¼-¼8-i¼8-aha¼¼-be-paniahed 

by-a-fine-er-net-¼eea-than-$38-er-mere-than-$¼88.-A--peraan7 

!irm7--or-eorperation-eonvieted-0£-operating-a-motor-Yehie¼e 

ttpen-the-pttb¼ie-highways-ef-thie-etate-with--weight--apen--a 

whee¼7--ax¼e7--er--grottp--or--ax¼es-greater-than-the-maximttm 

permitted--by--6¼-i8-i8i--threagh--6i-i8-i84--and--6i-¼8-i86 

threagh-6¼-¼8-¼¼8-eha¼¼--be--fined7 --in--additien--ee--eeher 

pena¼t¼es--pre•ided--by--iaw--fer-the-erreneey-the-£o¼¼ewing 

ameants~ 

tat--$38-rer-any-ezeeaa-veight-ttp-te-and-ine¼adin9-i7888 

pounG•~ 

tbt--$58-fer-any-exeeee-weight-1110re--than--i7888--pettnda 

and-¼eaa-than-4788¼-pettnda, 
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46-¼8-i¼i7-£or-a-pereony-f¼rm7-or-eorperation-to-Yioiate-any 

ef-the-provisiona-ef-6¼-¼8-¼i37-6¼-¼8-¼4¼7-er-6i-i8-i4iT• 

Seetion-f9~-S-iOt'l-6¼-¼8-i8¼7-M€A7-is-amended-to-reedT-

•6¼-i8-i8iT--6ross--we¼ght-fees-on-motortrtteks-and-trnek 

traeters•-Tn-additien-te-other-£eea--£or--the--¼icensing--e£ 

veh¼eies7--there--shaii anst-be-psid-and-eoiieeted-annttai¼y 

£er-each-track-and-trtte~-traetor7--baeed--upon--the--maximtt111. 

grosa--ioaded--we¼ght--thereof-as-set-by-the-¼ieensee-¼n-h¼s 

the-app¼ication7-the-£o¼¼owing-~ees~ 

Sehedn¼e-i 

8p-to-67888-ibsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--$-TT58 

6 7eei-throngh-87888-ibsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--¼iTS8 

8 788i-thron9h-¼87888-ibsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--¼TT58 

¼8788i-thren9h-¼i7888-ibaT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--i8T88 

ii788i-thron9h-it7888-ibsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--iiT58 

i4788i-throttgh-¼67eee-ibsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--iTT58 

i6788i-throngh-i87888-¼bsT-TTT,,,,, ••••••••••••• ,TTTT--3T,58 

i8788i-throngh-i87888-¼bsT-,TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--58T88 

i8788¼-throttgh-ii7888-¼bs,-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT,--6iT58 

ii788¼-throttgh-i47888-¼bsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--93Ti5 

i47 88i-throngh-i67888-¼bsT-TTT,TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-ii5,88 

i6788¼-throa9h-a87888-¼baT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-¼56T~5 

i87 &8¼-throa9h-387 888-¼bsT-•T•••T•TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-i86Ti5 

38788i-thrangh-3i7888-¼bsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT,T,TTTT,-i6iT58 

3i788i-throngh-347888-¼bsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT,TTTTTTTTTT-3i8TT5 
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34788¼-throttgh-367888-¼bsT-TTTTTTTTTT,T,TTTTTTTTTTTT,-3i5,88 

36788i-throngh-387888-ibaT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-43iTi5 

38788¼-through-487888-¼bsT-TTTT•TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT••··-48iT58 

48788i-thrott9h-4i7888-ibsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-543,i5 

8Yer-4i7888-ibsT-and-within-the-weight-iim¼ts 

--speeif¼ed-¼n-6i-i8-i8i--throttgh--6i-i8-i84--and--6¼-i8-i86 

thrott~-6i-¼8-ii8-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--6iTS8 

per-ton-or-£raetion-thereo£ e£-a-~enT• 

M.--seet¼Ot'l-6¼-¼8--i!8i7-MeA7-¼s-ameftded-to-reed,--

•6i-i8-i8i,--&ross---we¼ght---tees---on---trai¼ers---aftd 

se■i~rai¼ersT-~n-addieien-~e-ether-£ees-Eor-~he-¼ieenain~-eE 

veh¼e¼ea7 --there--shsi¼ mttst-be-paid-and-eo¼¼eeted-anntta¼iy 

£or-eaeh-era¼¼er-and-semitrai¼er7--based--upen--che--mazimnm 

gross--¼oaded--we¼ght--thereof-as-set-by-the-i¼eensee-¼n-h¼s 

the-epp¼¼eat¼on7-exeept-as-ctherw¼se-prov¼ded7-the-Eoi¼ow¼ng 

Eees~ 

Sehedtt¼e-lf 

~rai¼ers-8~her-~hen-Bettse~rai¼ers 

Bp-to-i7S88-¼bsT-for-per90nai-nse-,TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-Bxempt 

Bp-l,0-i7588-¼bs,-fer-eommere¼a¼-ttse-TTTTTTTTTTTT.,T.--$-3.TS 

iyS8i-thrott~h-67888-ibsT-,TTTTTTTTT,TTTTT,TTTTT.TTTTT---ST88 

6y88i-throngh-87888-ibsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT---i5T88 

8788i-throngh-i87888-¼bsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT•TTTTTTTTTTT--iTT58 

¼8788¼-tbrongh-¼iy888-¼bsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--i8T88 

¼2788i-throngh-i4y888-¼bsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT,TTTT--iiT58 
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¼•7&8¼-throttgh-¼67888-¼baT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--i~T58 

l6788l-throa9h-l87BBB-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--3~T58 

l8788l-throa9h-i87888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--58T88 

i8788¼-throa9h-ii7888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--6iT58 

ii788¼-throagh-i47888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--93Ti5 

i4788l-throagh-i67888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-liST88 

i6788l-throagh-i87888-lbaT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-l56Ti5 

i8788l-throagh-387888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-i86Ti5 

38788l-throagh-3i7888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-i6iT58 

3i788¼-throagh-347888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-3l8T~5 

34788l-throagh-367888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-3~5T88 

36788l-throagh-387888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-43lTi5 

38788l-throagh-487888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-48iT58 

48788l-throa9h-4i7888-lbsT-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT-543Ti5 

8'rer-4i7888-lbsT-aftd-within-the-weight-limits 

--apeei£ied-in-6l-l8-l8l--throagh--6l-l8-l84--and--6l-l8-l86 

throa~-6l-l8-ll8-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--6iT58 

per-ton-or-£raetion-thereo£ 0£-a-tonT• 

Section-f5~-seetien-6l--l8,lil-7-MeAT-is-ame11ded-te-re11d~-

a6¼-¼8-i¼8T--~hree--nnit--eembination----fees-in-¼ien-of 

gross-weight-£ees-----markingT--tlt--!astead--o£--the--gross 

weight--£ees--pro•ided--in--6l-l8-i8l-throagh-6l-l8-i897-the 

owner-0£-a-motortraek-or-traek-traetor-ased-on-the--hi9hways 

24 e£-the-state-in-eenneetien-with-twe-trai½ers-er-semitrai¼ers 

25 at--the--aaae--time--shall--re9ister--them--as--a-three-anit 
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three-ttnit-eombination-in-the-£o¼iowing-manner-by~ 

tat--paying-the-registration-and-other-£ees-eo•ering-the 

ma~i■tl!ll-praetiea¼-gress-vehie¼e--weight--for--the--truek--or 

trttck--tractor7-bttt-not-ieaa-than-the-aettta¼-operatiftg-gross 

weight-ander-6l-3-3837-6l-3-3il7-and-6l-l8-i8l7 

tbt--registeri~--the--trai¼ers---in---accordanee---vith 

6l-3-383--and--6l-3-3il--and-paying-the-gross-•ehiele-weight 

fee-preseribed-!or-the-lllftximmB-trai¼ing-¼oad--in--accordance 

with--6l-l8-i8i--on--the--eombined--9roas--weight-0£-the-two 

trai¼ers-or-aemitrailera7-treaeing-them-as-i~--they--were--a 

sin:g¼e-a:nitT 

t~t--~his--seetien--dees--net--attther¼ze--azle--¼oads-in 

e~eess-to-those-eatablished-by-6l-l8-¼8l--throa9h--6l-l8-l84 

and-6l-l8-l86-throagh-6l-l8-ll8T• 

Nl!W-SBE!~!8NT--Seetion-t&~-Repealer~--seetion-6¼--le-¼85,-

MeA7-is-repea¼ed. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. DATE OF COMPLIANCE. ALL 

EQUIPMENT EXISTING ON OR AFTER [THE DATE THE GOVERNOR SIGNS 

THIS ACT] MUST COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 61-10-107(2) BY 

JANUARY 1, 1996. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT) IS 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1995. 

-End-
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