
HOUSE BILL NO. 292 

INTRODUCED BY LARSON 
BY REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

JANUARY 20, 1993 

FEBRUARY 3, 1993 

FEBRUARY 4, 1993 

FEBRUARY 5, 1993 

FEBRUARY 6, 1993 

FEBRUARY 8, 1993 

FEBRUARY 10, 1993 

MARCH 2, 1993 

MARCH 3, 1993 

MARCH 4, 1993 

MARCH 16, 1993 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 92; NOES, 3. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON BUSINESS & INDUSTRY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 49; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

~o use.. BILL NO. ~ 
ddl.MVJ 

BY REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO ADOPT RULES IMPLEMENTING LAWS ON 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR UTILITIES LINES AND FACILITIES; 

AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSION TO ADOPT BY RULE REVISED EDITIONS 

OF THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL SAFETY CODE; AND AMENDING SECTION 

69-4-201, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is needed for this bill because 

[section l] authorizes the public service commission to 

adopt rules to implement and enforce Title 69, chapter 4, 

part 2, and to adopt by rule revised editions of the 

national electrical safety code. The legislature intends 

that the commission may adopt those revisions of the safety 

code or parts of a revised safety code that the collllllission 

determines necessary or appropriate for the protection of 

public health, safety, or welfare. The commission may also 

adopt other requirements either more or less stringent than 

the national safety code. The commission may adopt 

procedural rules that it considers necessary or appropriate 

to implement and enforce Title 69, chapter 4, part 2. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 69-4-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

•69-4-201. Application of national electrical safety 

code. ill The national electrical safety code standards 

shall govern all £ature construction involving wires for 

power, heat, light, telephone, telegraph, or signal 

transmission or reception. Except as provided in 69-4-203, 

electrical construction of overhead and underground 

electrical supply and communication lines in the state 8ha½¼ 

must be in conformity with the rules set forth in the 

national electrical safety code approved by the American 

national standards institute as published by the institute 

of electrical and electronic engineers. The national 

electrical safety code sha½½-fttrnish provides construction 

standards and sha¼½ must be enforced by the pttb½ie--serviee 

commission. Proof of compliance with the requirements of an 

applicable national electrical safety code standard 

establishes due care in the defense of a negligence claim 

alleging a violation of that standard. 

(2) The commission may adopt rules to implement and 

enforce this part. The commission may, in its discretion, 

adopt by rule re~ised editions of the national electrical 

safet:l_ code. 11 

-End-

-2- "'e Q..C\~ INTRODUCED BILL 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-1.s 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0292. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: Authorizes the Public Service Commission to adopt rules implementing laws on 
construction standards for utilities lines and facilities. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1.. The Commission will adopt by rule revised editions of the National Electric Safety Code. 
2. Sufficient funds for rule changes are included in the recoomended budget. 

FISCAL IMPACT: None. 

QOd i,,~o>-1,. f- 2.. 3 ·"f ._3 
DAVID LEWIS, B~T DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

1

17 ... J /,'/ 
/ 1 ;j} ( J(;, {l1, ' -

DON LARSON, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

•r· r- -.. -, - ..,,, 

DATE 

Fiscal Note for HB0292. as introduced 
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APPROVED BY CONIIIT'l'l!:Z 
011 STATE ADMINISTRATION 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 292 

INTRODUCED BY LARSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO ADOPT RULES IMPLEMENTING LAWS ON 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR UTILITIES LINES AND FACILITIES; 

AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSION TO ADOPT BY-R6bB-RBYISBB-B9f~f0NS 

0P RULES BASED ON THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL SAFETY CODE; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 69-4-201, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is needed for this bill because 

[section 1) authorizes the public service c01111Disslon to 

adopt rules to implement and enforce Title 69, chapter 4, 

part 2, and to adopt by rule revised editions of the 

national electrical safety code. The legislature intends 

that the commission_, adopt ~hoae revisions of the safety 

code er-parts-of-a-re¥iaed-a■Eeey-eode-tftat--the--eo-¼as¼eft 

determ¼nea--neceaaary--or--appropr¼ate-for-the-protect¼on-of 

pab¼¼c-hea¼th7-aafety7-or-we¼fare7-~he-co-¼aa¼on--may--a¼ao 

adept--etfter-reqnire■enta-eitfter-aore-or-¼ess-strtn9ent-than 

the--nat¼onal--aafety--code. The commission may adopt 

procedural rules that it considers necessary or appropriate 

to implement and enforce Title 69, chapter 4, part 2. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-4-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

•69-4-201. Application of national electrical safety 

code. i!l The national electrical safety code standards 

sha¼¼ govern all £utu~e construction involving wires for 

power, heat, light, telephone, telegraph, or signal 

transmission or reception. Except as provided in 69-4-203, 

electrical construction of overhead and underground 

electrical supply and communication lines in the state aha¼¼ 

must be in conformity with the rules set forth in the 

national electrical safety code approved by the American 

national standards institute as published by the institute 

of electrical and electronic engineers. The national 

electrical safety code sfta¼¼-turnish provides construction 

standards and sfta¼¼ ~ be enforced by the pub¼¼e-se~•ice 

commission. Proof of compliance with the requirements of an 

applicable national electrical safety code standard 

establishes due care in the defense of a negligence claim 

alleging a violation of that standard. 

(2) The co-ission ~ SHALL adopt rules to implement 

and enforce this ~art. The co~ission ma~,---¼n---i~a 

dieere~¼eftz SHALL adopt by rule r~Tiaed-edie¼efta STANDARDS 

FOR ELECTRICAL SAFETY. TRE STANDARDS MUST BE BASED ON 

STANDARDS PUBLISHED Ill___ THE MO!,'!'_ RECENT EDITION of the 

-2- RB 292 

SECOND READING 



HB 02n;o2 

l n.ationa_l~!_~ctrica~ saf4?ty code.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO, 292 

INTRODUCED BY LARSON 

BY Rl!lQUEST or 'l'IIE PUBLIC SERVICE CONIIISSION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTBORIZIIIG THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COIUUSSION TO ADOPT RULES UIPLEIIENTING LAWS ON 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR OTILITIES LINES ARD FACILITIES; 

AUTHORIZING THE CONIIISSION TO ADOPT 11¥-RllbB-RIIYfBIIII-_T_ 

8P RULES BASED ON THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL SAFETY CODE; AND 

AIIENl>ING SECTION 69-4-201, MCA," 

STATEIIEHT OP INTENT 

A state-nt of intent i• needed for this bill because 

[■action l] authorises the public service c.-ia■ion to 

adopt rule■ to iapl■-nt and enforce Title 69, chapter 4, 

part 2, and to adopt by rule revised edition■ of the 

national electrical safety code. The legislature intends 

that the c.-ia■ ion _, adopt theee revisions of the s■faty 

code or-parts-of-s-re,i■ed-safety-eode-thst--the---ission 

dater■inaa--neeeaaary--or--appropriate-for-the-proteetion-of 

.-alie-haalth7-■■fety7-or-welfareT-The-eo■■isaion---y--alao 

adopt--othar-rl!<l"ir-nta-either--re-or-leaa-atrln99nt-than 

the--nst¼onat--ssfety--eode. The c~i■■ion -Y adopt 

procedural rules that it considar■ necessary or appropriata 

to iaple-nt and enforce Title 69, chaptar 4, part 2. 
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BB 0292/02 

1111 IT DUICTIII> BY '11111 LBGISLATIJRB OP TBE STATE OP IIOIITAIIAs 

Section 1. section 69-4-201, IICA, is .-nded to read, 

"69-4-201. Application of natioaal elactrical -f■ty 

code. ill The natioql electrical safety code standard■ 

ahsll govern all fatare construction involving wires for 

power, heat, light, telephone, telegraph, or signal 

trans■ission or reception. Except as provided in 69-4-203, 

electrical construction of overhead and underground 

electrical supply and coaaunication lines in the state ■MIi¼¼ 

!!!!!!! be in confor■ity with the rules set forth in the 

national electrical safety code approved by the A■erican 

natioql standards institute as published by the institute 

of electrical and electronic engineer■• The national 

electrical safety code shall-farn¼sh provides construction 

standards and ■hall ■ust be enforced by the paalie-serwiee 

c01111iaaion. Proof of c011pli•nce with the requireaents of an 

applicable natioql electrical safaty code standard 

establishas due care in the defense of a negligence clai■ 

alleging a violation of that standard. 

121 The c.-i■sion !!!l'. SHALL adopt rules to iapleaent 

and -~nforce thi• ,P!rt. The c~i~aJ9n -,7 ---in---ite 

di■eretioRz ~ adopt by rule rewi■ed-edit¼on■ STANDARDS 

POR ELECTRICAL SAFETY, TBE STANDARDS MUST BE BASED ON 

S'l'~D11 PUBLISHED IN THE ~T RECENT EDITION of the 

-2- RB 292 

THIRD READING 



1 national electric•~ safety codea• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 292 

INTRODUCBI> BY LARSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COIINISSION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING TBE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COIUUSSION TO ADOPT RULES INPLENENTING LAWS ON 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR UTILITIES LINES AND FACILITIES: 

AUTHORIZING THE COIINISSION TO ADOPT BV-RH&B-RBVfSBB-BBtTteNS 

9P RULES BASED ON THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL SAFETY CODE1 AND 

AMENDING SECTION 69-4-201, MCA." 

STATEMENT OP INTENT 

A state■ent of intent is needed for this bill because 

(section l] authorize■ the public service co■■ ission to 

adopt rules to i■ple■ent and enforce Title 69, chapter 4, 

part 2, and to adopt by rule revised editions of the 

national electrical safety code. The legislature intends 

that the co■■ i ■■ ion ■ay adopt tho■e revisions of the safety 

code or-pert■-of-e-re•¼■ed-aefety-ee<le-thet--the--eo■■¼■a¼en 

detera¼ne■--neee■■ery--er--■pprepri■te-fer-the-preteetien-ef 

pe~lie-health7-■■fety7-or--lfereT-The-eo■a¼■■¼en--■ay--el■e 

edept--ether-reqaireaenta-e¼ther-aere-or-le■■-■tr¼ngent-then 

the--net¼enel--■efety--ee<le. The ~laaion ■ay adopt 

procedural rules that it con■ idera neces■ary or appropriate 

to i■ple■ent and enforce Title 69, chapter 4, part 2. 
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BB 0292/02 

BIi IT DIACTBI> BY ftD LBGIBLATOIIB OP TBII STATE OP IIIOIITAIVu 

Section 1. Section 69-4-201, MCA, la -nded to read: 

"69-4-201. Application of natiOAal electrical ■afety 

code. ill The national electrical ■afety code standard• 

■hell govern all fntare construction involving wire■ for 

power, heat, light, telephone, telegraph, or signal 

trans■ission or reception. Except as provided in 69-4-203, 

electrical construction of overhead and underground 

electrical supply and co■■unication lines in the state ■hall 

■ust be in confor■ity with the rules set forth in the 

national electrical safety code approved by the A■erican 

national ■tandarda in■titute as published by the institute 

of electrical and electronic engineers. The national 

electrical ■afety code aha¼¼-fttrn¼sh provides construction 

standards and ehe¼¼ ■ust be enforced by the pab¼ie-ser•iee 

c01111ission. Proof of coapliance with the requirements of an 

applicable national electrical safety code standard 

establishes due care in the defense of a negligence clai■ 

alleging a violation of tut atandard. 

(2) The co■■iaaion ~ SHALL adopt rules to i■pleaent 

and enforce thi■ part. The co■■ia■ion ■ayr--¼11---ita 

d¼seretien7 SHALL adopt by rule re•iaed-ed¼tiena STANDARDS 

POR ELECTRICAL SAFETY. THE STANDARDS IIUST BE BASED ON 

STANDARDS PUBLISHED __ IN THE MOST RECENT EDITION of the 
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REFERENCE BILL 



l n~tional electrical safety code.• 

-End-
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