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IN'l'RODOCED 

Heu,l(..,B1LL NO. ~ f"/p 
BY,$...J hf r&'.\:AM'l', 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A 100 

PERCENT DISABLED VETERAN MAY PAY THE SAME FEE FOR ANY 

SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE FOR WHICH THE DISABLED VETERAN IS 

ELIGIBLE AS THE DISABLED VETERAN WOULD PAY FOR A DISABLED 

VETERAN'S LICENSE PLATE; AMENDING SECTIONS 49-4-302, 

61-3-313, 61-3-332, 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, AND 

61-3-504, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTIUIA: 

Section 1. Section 49-4-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"49-4-302. Privileges of per■itholder -- privilege for 

disabled veteran exeaptions frca ti■e limits 

require■ents for special parking spaces. (l) The parking 

permit issued under this part, when displayed, entitles a 

person to park a motor vehicle in special parking spaces 

reserved for handicapped persons whether on public property 

or on private property available for public use. 

(2) No vehicle other than one lawfully displaying a 

parking permit issued under this part or one displaying a 

distinguishing handicapped person's license plate or placard 

issued by a foreign jurisdiction conferring the same parking 

privileges as conferred in subsection (1) and conveying a 
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handicapped person or one displaying a specially inscribed 

license plate issued .under 61-3-332(10)(c)~ and 

conveying a 100\ disabled veteran may be parked in a parking 

space on public or private property that is clearly 

identified by an official sign as being reserved for use by 

handicapped persons. 

(3) The governing body of a city, town, or county may 

exempt vehicles lawfully displaying parking permits issued 

under this part and vehicles lawfully displaying specially 

inscribed license plates issued under 61-3-332(10)(c)~ 

and parked in public places along public streets from any 

time limitation imposed upon parking in such area except in 

areas where: 

(a) stopping, standing, or parking of all vehicles is 

prohibited: 

(b) only special vehicles may be parked: or 

(c) parking is not allowed during specific periods of 

the day in order to accommodate heavy traffic. 

(4) In accordance with subsection (2), the governing 

body of a city, town, or county or appropriate state agency 

may impose all, but not less than all, of the following 

requirements with respect to any special parking space 

constructed after September 30, 1985, and reserved for 

handicapped persons or permitholders on ways of this state 

open to the public as defined in 61-8-101: 

-2-
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(a) The space must be located on a smooth, level 

surface as near as practicable to building entrances or 

walkways that have curb cuts and appropriately designed 

ramps and access lanes to acCOlllllodate wheelchairs, 

(b) If parallel to curbside, the parking space must be 

separated from an adjacent space, either in the front or the 

rear, by at least 5 feet of striped no-parking area. 

(c) If at an angle to curbside, the parking space must 

be at least 8 feet wide and free of obstruction if located 

at the end of a line of angle parking spaces, and each other 

angle parking space designated for handicapped persons must 

be at least 13 feet wide. 

Cd) A parking space reserved for handicapped persons 

must be designated by a sign showing the international 

symbol of accessibility and indicating that a permit is 

required. The sign must be attached to a wall or post in 

such a way that it is not obscured by a vehicle parked in 

the space.• 

Section 2. Section 61-3--313, MCA, is amended to read: 

•,1-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered registration. 

For purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 •vehicle• means 

any -,tor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102 subject to annual 

registration in this state except: 

(1) vehicles owned or leased and operated by the 

goveriment of the United State■, of the state of Montana, or 
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its political subdivisions; 

(2) mobile homes and motor homes, 

(3) vehicles that are registered in accordance with. or 

subject to 61-3-332(10)(c)~, 61-3-411, or 61-3-421; 

(4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of 

10,000 pounds; 

(5) trailers, semitrailers, tractors, buses, 

motorcycles, quadricycles, and motor-driven cycles; 

(6) special mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104; 

(7) 110tor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under 

61-3-318.• 

Section 3. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-332. (Teaporary) llwlber plates. (1) A motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. 'l'he 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of 1110tor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

tbe letters •MC• and the word •oEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars !including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word ~DEALER", one 
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for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters 11 00• or the 

letter •u• and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters •DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

•oEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

."DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. ln years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in thjs sectionT-aftd-it-sha¼¼-Mantttae~ttre-~he-new¼y 

designed-nttmber-p½ates-tor-issttanee-atter-danttary--l7--l99l7 

to-rep½aee,-at-renewal-as-regttired-¼n-6½-3-3½i-and-6l-3-3½47 

ftttmber--p¼ates--that-were-disp¼ayed-on-moter-¥ehie¼es-before 

that-date. 

(4) ln the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be 
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of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outl.ine 

of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border 

on etteh the license plates, and the word "Montana" and the 

year must be placed across the plates. Stteh--regietration 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as •A l" or "AA l", or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of sueh 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the 

addition to the 

use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

markings provided in this section, number 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

-6-
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departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State Owned", and ne ~ year number may 

not be indicated ~hereon on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

•x" or the word "EXEMPT•. Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to actor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with nuaber one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these nllllber plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

departaent only when the physical condition of the number 
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plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter •T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

•TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word •c~CLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

No~ registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a numter plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20: Toole, 21; Big 

Born, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

-e-
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Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided 

must be 

in subsection (5), except that the county number 

replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoner~ of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed 
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services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply 

with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following:- united States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States 

marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) ill. A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the 

armed forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled 

because of an inju<y that has been determined by the 

-10-
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department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may, 

upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued~ 

1!l a special license plate under this section with a 

design or decal displaying the letters 11 DV".I._,Q_!_ 

(Bl any other plate that the dis<tl>led veteran is 

eligible to receive under this section. 

t*tilll The fee for original or renewal registration by 

a 100\ disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle·or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and tazes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

t**t(iii) Special license plates issued to a disabled 

veteran are not transferable to another person. 

t***ti!Y.l A disabled veteran is not entitled to a 

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one 

vehicle. , 

t¼•till A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled 

veteran's plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled 

veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a 

handicapped person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, docuaented 

by h¼s the veteran's service record, may upon application 
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and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words •ex-prisoner of 

war" or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Spen Except as provided in subsection (lO)(c), upon 

payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3. and 5 of 

this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 

department that the applicant meets the requirements of this 

subsection. (e), the department shall issue to a Montana 

resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the 

United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle 

only, designed. to indicate that the applicant is a survivor 

of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of 

the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on 

station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m. 

to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl Barbor, the island of 

Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles, 

and received an honorable discharge from the United States 

armed forces. If special license plates issued under this 

subsection are lost, stolen, or autilated, the recipient of 

the plates is entitled to replacement plates upon request 

and without charge. 

Cf) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

-12-
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subsection (l0)(f)(i) if fte the person was separated from 

the armed services under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

(i) UpOn submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the department, of his the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates numbered in sets of two with a different 

nwaber on each set. The plates must display: 

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

Unite9 States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified 

veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Baeft Except as provided in subsection (l0)(c}, a 

veteran who receives special license plates under this 

subsection (l0)(f) is liable for payment of all taxes and 

fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a 
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special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of 

$10. Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (l0)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for constructionr operationr and maintenance of the state 

veterans• cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided.in subsection (l0)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) NUllber plates. (1) A 

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

-14-
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number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

1110torcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles· of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD 11 or 

the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "OD" or the 

letter •u• and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR• or the letters "TR" and the word 

•oEALm•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

depart-nt designates. 

(2) All nuaber plates for motor vehicles IIUSt be. issued 

for a aini■ua period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration nu■bers that auat 
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be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section7-and-i~-shaii-maftttfae~ttre-~he-new¼y 

des¼,ned-na■ber-p¼ates-for-issaanee-arter-6anaary--¼7--¼99¼7 

to-rep¼aee7-at-renewa¼-as-reqaired-in-6¼-3-3¼2-and-6¼-3-3¼47 

namber--p¼ates--that-were-diep¼ayed-on-■otor-yffl¼e¼es-before 

that-date. 

(4) .In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

nu■ber plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on saeh the 

license plates, and the word •Montana" and the year must be 

placed across the bottom of the plates. Saeh--registrat¼on 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as •A 1• or •AA 1•, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be nuabered consecutively fer each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-nu■ber combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

-16-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1.3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0912/01 

baseline. The county nuaber must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of stten 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings in this section provided, number 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefix number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words "State owned", and no~ year number may 

not be indicated thereon on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

lb) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the united States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 
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there ■ust be placed on the nuaber plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

•x• or the word •EXEMPT•. Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates wit.bin 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle~ 
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Ne ~ registration or license fee may~ be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Husselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49: Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petrolewn, 

551 Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

'by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

nUllber 57. 

(10) Bach type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, 111.1st be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county nUllber 

aiat be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 
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designating the g~oup or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, su·rvivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the araed 

services who were awarded the purple heart ■edal, who comply 

with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active lleaber of the reserve araed forces of the 

United States of Aaerica who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a apecial license plate with a design or decal 

displayi119 the following: united States army re.serve, AR 
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(symbol); United S.tates naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States 

marine corps reserve, NCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) 1!l A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the 

armed. forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled 

because of an injury that has been determined by the 

department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may, 

upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued~ 

ill a special license plate under this section with a 

design or decal displaying the letters •ov"; or 

(8) any other plate that the disabled veteran is 

eligible ta receive under this section. 

titilll. The fee for original or renewal registration by 

a 100\ disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of l ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

t¼iti!.ill Special license plates issued to a disabled 

veteran are not transferable to another person. 
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t¼¼iti!Yl A disabled veteran is not entitled to a 

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one 

vehicle. 

ti•tm_ A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled 

veteran's plate and that is conveying a 100\ disabled 

veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a 

handicapped person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by ft¼s the veteran's service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war• or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Spcn Except as provided in subsection (lOJ(cJ, upon 

payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of 

this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 

department that the applicant meets the requirements of this 

subsection (e), the department shall issue to a Montana 

resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the 

United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle 

only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor 

of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of 

the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on 
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station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m. 

to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of 

0ahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles, 

and received an honorable discharge from the United States 

armed forces. If special license plates issued under this 

subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of 

the plates is entitled to replacement plates upon request 

and without charge. 

(fl A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the Dnited States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection (lO)(f)(i) if he the person was separated from 

the armed services under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the department, of h¼s the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates numbered in sets of two with a different 

nwober on each set. The plates aust display: 

(A) the word "VBTBIIAR" and a syabol signifying the 

United States aray, Dnited States navy, United States air 

force, anited States aarine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 
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(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified 

veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the 

vehicle owned by the yeteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Baetl Except as provided in subsection (lO)(c), a 

veteran who receives special license plates under this 

subsection (lO)(f) is liable for payment of all taxes and 

fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a 

special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of 

$10. Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (lO)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of ailitary affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans• cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(f)(iii)(C), 
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(gJ A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person.• 

Section 4. Section 61-3-452, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-452. Disabled veterans' plates nontransferable. 

The special license plates for disabled veterans issued 

pursuant to 61-3-332(10)(C)i.!.l.1ll are not transferable.• 

Section 5. Section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-453. Disabled veterans' plates li■ited to one 

autoa>bile or truck -- personalised plates. (l) A disabled 

veteran is not entitled to special license plates for 

disabled veterans under 61-3-332(10)(c)~ for more than 

one passenger ~utomobile or one truck up to and including l 

ton GVW-rated capacity. 

(2) Upon submitting the application provided for in 

61-3-405 and payment of the $25 fee provided for in 

61-3-406, a disabled veteran must receive personalized 

disabled veteran license plates." 

Section 6. Section 61-3-454, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-454. Special parking privilege. A vehicle 

lawfully displaying specially inscribed license plates 

25 issued under 61-3-332(10)(c)1.!.l.1ll and conveying a 100\ 
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disabled veteran is entitled to the parking privileges 

allowed a handicapped person's vehicle under 49-4-302.• 

Section 7. Section 61-3-504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-504. Caaputation of ta><. (1) The amount of taxes 

on a motor vehicle, other than an automobile, truck having a 

rated capacity of 1 ton or less, motorcycle, quadricycle, 

motor home, travel trailer, camper, or mobile hOllle, is 

c0111Puted and determined by the county treasurer on the basis 

of the levy of the year preceding the current year of 

application for registration or reregistration. 

(2) The amount of tax on an automobile or truck having 

a rated capacity of 1 ton or less, except for vehicles owned 

by disabled veterans qualifying for special license plates 

under 61-3-332(10)(c)~, and on a motorcycle or 

quadricycle is 2\ of the value determined under 61-3-503. 

(3) The amount of tax on fleet vehicles subject to the 

provisions of 61-3-318 is 1\ of the value determined under 

61-3-503. 

(4) For all taxable motor vehicles, the amount of tax 

is entered on the application form in a space provided 

therefor." 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act I is 

effective January 1, 1994. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0256. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act providing that a 100~ disabled veteran may pay the same fee for any special 
license plate for which the disabled veteran is eligible as the disabled veteran would pay for a disabled veteran's license 
plate. 

ASStlMPTIQNS: 

1. The language in the bill means that a disabled veteran can still purchase just one special plate at the $5 amount. 

FISCAL IMPACT: No fiscal impact to the Department of Justice. 

TECHNICAL NOTES; The bill is not clear as to whether a disabled veteran may purchase one or more than one plate at the $5 
-,wit. If it is intended as more than one, counties would have a small loss of revenue. 

~,L 
DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program 

-
/~ 2),,q~ 

DATE 
Planning 

HOWARD TOOLE, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 

Fiscal Note for HB0256. as introduced t1-8J.n. 
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ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 256 

INTRODUCED BY TOOLE, LARSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A 100 

PERCENT DISABLED VETERAN MA'i PAY THE SAME FEE FOR AN'i 

MILITARY-R~LA_TED SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE FOR WHICH THE 

DISABLED VETERAN IS ELIGIBLE AS THE DISABLED VETERAN WOULD 

PA'i FDR A DISABLED VETERAN'S LICENSE PLATEi AMENDING 

SECTIONS 49-4-302, 61-3-313, 61-3-332, 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 

61-3-454, AND 61-3-504, MCAi AND PROVIDING A 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

DELA'iED 

BE IT ENACTED B'i THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ltON'l'ANA: 

Section 1. Section 49-4-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"49-4-302. Privileges of peraltbolder -- privilege for 

disabled veteran es.-ptlons free tiae liaita 

requireaents for special parking spaces. (1) The parking 

permit issued under this part, when displayed, entitles a 

person to park a aotor vehicle in special parking spaces 

reserved for handicapped persons whether on public property 

or on private property available for public use. 

(2) No vehicle other than one lawfully displaying a 

parking permit issued under this part or one displaying a 

distinguishing handicapped person's license plate or placard 

issued by a foreign jurisdiction conferring the same parking 
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privileges as conferred in subsection (1) and conveying a 

handicapped person or one displaying a specially inscribed 

license plate issued under 61-J-332(10)(c)~ and 

conveying a 100\ disabled veteran may be parked in a parking 

space on public or private property that is clearly 

identified by an official sign as being reserved for use by 

handicapped persons. 

(3) The governing body of a city, town, or county may 

exempt vehicles lawfully displaying parking permits issued 

under this part and vehicles lawfully displaying specially 

inscribed license plates issued under 61-3-332(10)(c)ill.1.!U 

and parked in public places along public streets from any 

time limitation imposed upon parking in such area except in 

areas where: 

(a) stopping, standing, or parking of all vehicles is 

prohibited; 

(b) only special vehicles may be parked,,or 

(c) parking is not allowed during specific periods of 

the day in order to accommodate heavy traffic. 

(4) In accordance with sube·ection (2), the governing 

body of a city, town, or county or appropriate state agency 

may impose all, but not less than all, of the following 

requirements with respect to any special parking space 

constructed after September 30, 1985, and reserved for 

handicapped persons or permitholders on ways of this state 

-2- HB 256 

SECOND READING 



1 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0256/02 

open to the public as defined in 61-8-101: 

(a) The space must be located on a smooth, level 

surface as near as practicable to building entrances or 

walkways that have curb cuts and appropriately designed 

ramps and access lanes to accommodate wheelchairs. 

(b) If parallel to curbside, the parking space must be 

separated from an adjacent space, either in the front or the 

rear, by at least 5 feet of striped no-parking area. 

tc) If at an angle to curbside, the parking space must 

be at least 8 feet wide and free of obstruction if located 

at the end of a line of angle parking spaces, and each other 

angle parking space designated for handicapped persons must 

be at least 13 feet wide. 

(d) A parking space reserved for handicapped persons 

must be designated by a sign showing 

symbol of accessibility and indicating 

required. The sign must be attached to a 

the international 

that a permit is 

wall or post in 

such a way that it is not obscured by a vehicle parked in 

the space.N 

Section 2. Section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered registration. 

For purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 •vehicle" means 

any motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102 subject to annual 

registration in this state except: 

(1) vehicles owned or leased and operated by the 
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government of the United States, of the state of Montana, or 

its political subdivisions; 

(2) mobile h01Des and motor homes; 

(3) vehicles that are registered in accordance with or 

subject ta 61-3-332(10)(c).L!..J.ill, 61-3-411, or 61-3-421; 

(4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of 

10,000 pounds,; 

(5) trailers, semitrailers, tractors, buses·, 

motorcycles, quadricycles, and motor-driven cycles; 

(6) special mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104; 

(7) motor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under 

61-3-318." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-332. (Tellporary) IIUaber plates. (1) A motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters "NC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 
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bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters 11 UDtf or the 

letter "U" and the word "DEALER 0
, one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers• plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

department designates. 

(2) All number plates for•motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of 

department shall create a new design for 

this section, the 

number plates as 

provided in this section7-aftd-it-sha¼¼-aaftttfaeture-~he-ftew¼y 

desi9fted--number--pia~ea-!er-issttanee-after-6anttary-¼T-¼99¼7 

ta-rep¼aee7-at-renewa¼-as-reqttired-in-6¼-3-3¼i-and-6¼-3-3¼4T 

nttmber-p¼a~es-that-were-disp¼ayed-en-motor--Yehie¼es--befere 

tnat-date. 
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(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks. plates must be 

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana must·be used as a distinctive border 

on stteh the license plates, and the word -Montana" and the 

year must be placed across the plates. Sueh-reg¼s~ra~ien 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination. such 

as NA l" or "AA 1•, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

appear on the plate preceded by the nUlllber of the county and 

appearing 

baseline. 

in horizontal order on 

The county number must 

the 

be 

same horizontal 

separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of sueh 

numerals and letters must be determined by the department, 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings provided in this section, number 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

-6- HB 256 

·; 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0256/02 

designate the prefi>< number foe the various state 

departments. All nwnbered plates issued to state departments 

aust bear the words "State Owned•, and ne ~ year number may 

not be indicated ~hereen on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the united States government or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

•x• or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one and be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 
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department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter 11 T 11 or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR• or the word •TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters •MC• or the word "CYCLE 11 must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(B) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

Ne ~ registration or license fee may !!2!. be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; cascade, 2; 'i.ellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; F_ergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 
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26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasuce, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48: Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the 

nU1Dber 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organ.ization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 
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veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply 

with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters •NG•. The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

1symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States 

marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) ill A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the 

armed forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled 
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because of an injury that has been determined by the 

department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may, 

upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued~ 

~ a special license plate under this section with a 

design or decal displaying the letters "OV"; or 

(Bl ONE SET OF any other p¼ate MILITARY-RELATED PLATES 

that the disabled veteran is eligible to ~~ei~~-u~der this 

section. 

titili.l The fee for original or renewal registration by 

a 100\ disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle oc a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

tii~(iii) Special license plates issued to a disabled 

veteran are not transferable to another person. 

t¼¼¼til.Yl A disabled veteran is not entitled to a 

special disabled veteran•s license plate for more than one 

vehicle. 

ti•tl.Yl A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled 

veteran's plate and that 

veteran is entitled to the 

is conveying a 100\ disabled 

packing privileges allowed a 

handicapped person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 
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prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by h¼s the veteran's service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war" or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Hpon Exc•?pt as provided in subsection (l0)(c), upQn 

payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of 

this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 

department that the applicant meets the requirements of this 

subsection (e), the department shall issue to a Montana 

resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the 

United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle 

only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor 

of the Peacl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of 

the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on 

station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m. 

to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of 

Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles, 

and received an honorable discharge from the United States 

armed forces. If special license plates issued under this 

subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of 

the plates is entitled to replacement plates upon request 

and without charge. 

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

-l2- HB 256 



l 

2 

3 

4, 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

11B 0256/02 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection (l0)(f)(i) if he the person was separated from 

the armed services under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

ti) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the department, of his the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates numbered in sets of two with a different 

nullher on each set. The plates must display: 

(Al the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified 

veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Baeh Except as provided in subsection (lO)(c), a 

veteran who receives special license plates under this 
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subsection (l0)(f) is liable for payment of all taxes and 

fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a 

special veteran 1 s or purple heart medal license plate fee of 

$10. Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (l0)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund: 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans 1 cemetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written 

application on a form prescribed by the department, be 

issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

the handicapped person. (Terminates July l, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July l, 1996) NWlber plates. (1) A 

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 
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Montana must display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle or quadricycle type, 0ne for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters •MCD" or 

the letters •MC• and the word "DEALER", one for franchised 

dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one 

for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

letter •u• and the word •DEALER", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters •TR• and the word 

•DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters •RV" or the letter "R" and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings 

for the various kinds of dealers• plates must be placed on 

the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

department designates. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued 

for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates 
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are not issued, the department shall provide nonrem.ovable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

il) subject to the provisions of this section, the 

department shall create a new design for number plates as 

provided in this section7-and-it-sha¼¼-manu£aeture-the-new¼y 

des±gned--nttmber--p¼atee-Eor-issttanee-after-danaary-¼7-¼99¼7 

te-replace7-at-renewal-as-reqaired-in-6l-3-3li-aftd-6l-3-3l47 

ntuaber-p¼ates-that-were-diap¼ayed-on-aoCor--•ehie¼es--befere 

that-date, 

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates 

must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana must be used as a distinctive border on aaeh the 

license platesa and the word 11 Montana" and the year must be 

placed across the bottom of the plates. Saeh-re~istratien 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background material according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such 

as "Al" or "AA 1•, or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutiv~ly for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 
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appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of stteh 

nwnerals and letters must be determined by the department. 

and all county and registration numbers must be of equal 

height, 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings in this section provided, number 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 

designate the prefiz number for the various state 

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments 

must bear the words •state owned", and no~ year number may 

not be indicated thereen on the plates because these 

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be 

replaced by the department only when the physical condition 

of numbered plates requires it. 

(b) Por vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

municipalities, iirigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States government or the state of Montana 
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to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the department may designate, the letter 

"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers 

for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county must begin with number one ~nd be numbered 

consecutively. Because these number plates are of a 

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the 

department only when the physical condition of the number 

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on 

the number plates. 

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exempt trailers. there must appear the letter •T" or the 

word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR" or the word •TRAILER• on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or 

guadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type 
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may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycl-e-type vehicle~ 

Ne! registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

19) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Bill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 2S; Pondera, 

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judi th Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48: Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers 

by the department as they nay be formed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as 
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provided in subsection (5), except that the county number 

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Uhless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the same rules 

and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive them,·and must be removed upon 

sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be issued to national guard members, 

former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed 

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply 

with the following provisions: 

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters •NG 11
• The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the 

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use 

them. 

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the 

United States of America who is a resident of this state may 
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR 

(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States 

marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding 

officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming 

ineligible to use them. 

(c) ill A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the 

armed forces of the United States and who is 1001 disabled 

because of an injury that has been determined by the 

department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may, 

upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100\ 

disability, be issued~ 

ill a special license plate under this section with a 

design or decal displaying the letters •ov"; or 

(Bl ONE SET OF any other p¼ate MILITARY-RELATED PLATES 

that the disabled veteran is eligible to receiv~ under this 

section. 

ttt.llil The fee for original or renewal registration by 

a 1001 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 
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chapter. 

tiit(iii) Special license plates issued to a disabled 

veteran are not transferable to another person. 

tiiit~ A disabled veteran is not entitled to a 

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one 

vehicle. 

t¼•tiY.l A vehicle 

veteran's plate and that 

veteran is entitled to 

lawfully displaying a disabled 

is conveying a 1001 disabled 

the parking privileges allowed a 

handicapped person•s vehicle under this title. 

Cd) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented 

by his the veteran•s service record, may upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of 

war" or an abbreviation the department considers 

appropriate. 

(e) Bpon Except as provided in subsection (l0)(cl, uPon 

payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of 

this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 

department that the applicant meets the requirements of this 

subsection (e), the department shall issue to a Montana 

resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the 

United States special license plates, for one motoc vehicle 
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only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor 

of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of 

the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on 

station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m. 

to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of 

Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles, 

and received an honorable discharge from the United States 

armed forces. If special license plates issued under this 

subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of 

the plates is entitled to replacement plates upon request 

and without charge. 

(fJ A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection (lO)(f)(i) if he the person was separated from 

the armed services under other than dishonorable 

circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal: 

(iJ Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by 

the department, of ft¼s the person 1 s qualification under this 

subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates numbered in sets of two with a different 

number on each set. The plates must display: 

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the 

United States army, United States navy, United States air 
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force, United States marine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

CB) a symbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Platea must be furnished by the department to the 

county treasurer, 

veterans. The. plates 

who shall issue them to qualified 

must be placed or mounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Baeh Except as provided in subsection (10)\c), a 

veteran who receives special license plates under this 

subsection (lO)(f) is liable for payment of all taxes and 

fees required under pacts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a 

speciai veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of 

$10. Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (lO)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fundi 

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state 

veterans' cemetery. 
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(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (l0)(f)(iii)(C), 

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking permit 

application on a form 

under 49-4-301 

prescribed by 

plate with a 

may, upon written 

the department, be 

design or decal issued a special license 

bearing a representation 

the handicapped person." 

of a wheelchair as the symbol of 

Section 4. section 61-3-452, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-452. Disabled veterans' plates nontransferable. 

The special license plates for disabled veterans issued 

pursuant to 6l-3-332(10)(C).li.l.1!1 are not transferable." 

Section 5. section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-453. Disabled veteran■' plates liaited to one 

aut<aObile or truck -- personaliaed plates. (l) A disabled 

veteran ls not entitled to special license plates for 

disabled veterans under 61-3-332(10)(c).li.l.J.!l for more than 

one passenger automobile or one truck up to and including 1 

ton GVW-rated capacity. 

(2) Upon submitting the 

61-3-405 and payment of the 

61-3-406, a disabled veteran 

application provided for in 

$25 fee provided for in 

must receive personalized 

disabled veteran license plates." 

Section 6. Section 61-3-454, MCA, is amended to read: 
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"61-3-454. Special parking privileqe. A vehicle 

lawfully displaying specially inscribed license plates 

issued under 61-3-332(10)(c)~ and conveying a 100\ 

disabled veteran is entitled to the parking privileges 

allowed a handicapped person's vehicle under 49-4-302." 

Section 7. Section 61-3-504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-504. Coaputation of tax. (1) The amount of taxes 

on a motor vehicle, other than an automobile, truck having a 

rated capacity of l ton or less, motorcycle, quadricycle, 

motor home, travel trailer, camper, or mobile home, is 

computed and determined by the county treasurer on the basis 

of the levy of the year preceding the current year of 

application for registration or reregistration. 

(2) The amount of tax on an automobile or truck having 

a rated capacity of l ton or less, except for vehicles owned 

by disabled veterans qualifying for special license plates 

under 61-J-332(10)(c)~, and on a motorcycle or 

quadricycle is 2\ of the value determined under 61-3-503. 

(3) The amount of tax on fleet vehicles subject to the 

provisions of 61-3-318 isl\ of the value determined under 

61-3-503. 

(4) For all taxable motor vehicles, the amount of tax 

is entered on the application fora in a space provided 

therefor." 

NEW SECTIOII. Section 8. Effective date. [This act] is 
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l effective January 1, 1994. 

-End-
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BOOSE BILL 110. 256 

INTRODUCED BY 'l'OOLE, I.AR-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDIMG THAT A 100 

PERCEllT DISABLED VETERAN NAY PAY THE SANE PEE FOR ANY 

NILITARY-RELA~!W SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE POil WHICH THE 

DISABLED VETERAN IS ELIGIBLE AS THE DIBABLBI> VETERAN IIOOLD 

PAY P'0R A DISABLED VETERAN'S LICENSE PLATE; AIIBIIDIMG 

SECTIONS 4!1-4-302, 61-3-313, 61-3-332, 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 

61-3-454, AND 61-3-504, IICA: AND PROVIDING A 

EPFECTIVE DATE.• 

DELAYED 

BB IT ENACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OP TB£ STATE OP NOIITANA: 

Section 1. Section 49-4-302, IICA, is aaended to read: 

"49-4-302. Privile<Je■ of peraitholder -- privilege for 

diaabled veteran -- ea.-ptlona frca tlae liait■ 

requlr-nt■ for ■peclal parking apacea. Ill The parking 

perait i ■■ued under this part, when di■played, entitle■ a 

person to park a aotor vehicle in special parking apace■ 

re■erved for handicapped per■on■ whether on public property 

or on private property available for public u■e, 

(21 Ho vehicle other than one lawfully diaplaying a 

parking perait iaaued under this part or one di ■playing a 

distinguishing handicapped person's license plate or placard 

issued by a foreign jurisdiction conferring the sa■e parking 
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privilege■ a■ conferred in aubaection (1) and conveying a 

handicapped person or one diaplaying a ■pecially in■cribed 

licen■e plate i ■■ued under 61-3-332(101(c)il.l..l!l and 

conveying a 1001 diaabled veteran aay be parked in a parking 

■pace on public or private property that is clearly 

identified by an official sign aa being reserved for u■e by 

handicapped per■ona. 

(3) The governing body of a city, town, or county may 

e•-pt vehicles lawfully displaying parking permits issued 

under this part and vehicles lawfully displaying specially 

inscribed licen■e plates issued under 61-3-332(10J(c)il.l..l!l 

and parked in public places along public streets froa any 

tiae li■itation i■pcsed upcn parking in such area ezcept in 

areas where: 

(a} stopping, standing, or parking of all vehicles is 

prohibited: 

(b) only special vehicles ■ay be parked; or 

(c) parking ia not allowed during specific periods of 

the day in order to accc-,date heavy traffic. 

(4} In accordance with subsection (21, the governing 

body of a city, town, or county or appropriate state agency 

■ay inpcse all, but not less than all, of the following 

requirements with respect to any special parking space 

constructed after Septe■ber 30, 1985, and reserved for 

handicapped persona or permitholders on ways of this state 
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open to the public as defined in 61-8-101, 

(al The apace ■ust be lOC41ted on a ■■ooth, level 

■urface as near •• practicable to building entrance■ or 

walkways that have curb· cuts and appropriately designed 

raaps and access lanes to acCOIIIIOdate wheelchairs. 

(bl If parallel to curbside, the parking apace ■ust be 

separated fro■ an adjacent space, either in the front or the 

rear, by at least 5 feet of striped no-parking area, 

c·c) If at an angle to curbside, the parking apace ■ust 

be at least 8 feet wide and tree of obstruction if located 

at the end of a line of angle parking spaces, and each other 

angle parking space designated for handicapped persons ■ust 

be at least 13 feet wide. 

(d) A parking space reserved for handicapped persons 

■ust be designated by a sign showing the international 

sy■bol of accessibility and indicating that a per■it is 

required. The sign •ust be attached to a wall or post in 

such a way that it is not obscured by a vehicle parked in 

the space.• 

Sec:tion 2. Section 61-3-313, MCA, la ._nded to read, 

•11-3-313. Yebiclea subject to staggered registration. 

For purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 •vehicle• -ans 

any ■otor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102 subject to annual 

registration in this state except, 

(1) vehicle■ owned or leased and operated by the 
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govern■ent of the onlted State■, of the state of Montana, or 

it■ political subdivision■; 

121 -bile hoae& and -tor hoaea; 

(31 vehicles that are registered in accordance with or 

subject to 61-3-332(10)(c).l!...l.fil, 61-3-411, or 61-3-421; 

(4). trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of 

10,000 pounds-~ 

(5) trailers, seal trailers, tractors, buses, 

110torcycles, quadricyclea, and 110tor-driven cycles; 

(6) special -bile equi-nt as defined in 61-1-104; 

(7) ■otor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under 

61-3-318." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-332, IICA, ia a■ended to read: 

•61-3-332. (Tellporary) lluaber plates. (1) A IBOtOr 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana must display both front and rear number plates. 

bearing the distinctive nu■ber assigned the vehiclea The 

nuaber plates are in 10 aeries: one series for owners of 

110torcars. one for owners of actor vehicles of the 

■otorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the ■otorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or 

the letters •JIC• and_the word •DEALER•. one for franchised 

dealers in new aotorcara (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used ■otorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 
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bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word •outER•, one 

for dealers in used aotorcars Qnly (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the 

letter •u• and the word •DEALER•, one for dealers in 

trailers and/or se■itrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR• or the letters •TR• and the word 

•DEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive_ letters ••v• or the letter •a• and the word 

•DEALER•, and one for special license platesa All markings 

for the various klnds of dealers• plates ■ust be placed on 

the nu■ber plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

depart-nt designates. 

(21 All nwd>er plates for ■otor vehicles ■uat be issued 

for a ■iniaum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive aarking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when nu■ber plates 

are not issued, the departaent shall provide nonrell\OVable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration nUlllbers that must 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

13) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

dapart■ent shall create a new deaign for nwd>er plates as 

provided in this sectiony-elld-it-allall-•nefeetere-the-newly 

deat9"ed--ne■ller--pletea-for-iaseanee-efter-ie,..ery-ly-t99ly 

to-repteeey-■t-renewel-ee-r..,aatred-in-6l-3-3li-■nd-6l-3-3t47 

ne■ller-pl■tes-thet--re-diepleyed-on-■etor--•ehielee--1,efore 

tllat-dete. 
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(4) In the ca■e of aotorcara and truck■, platea -■t be 

of ■et■l 6 lnchea wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana ■ust ·be uaed as a distinctive border 

on stteh the license plates, and the word •Montana• and the 

year ■ust be placed across the plate■• Seeh-rqi■tretion 

Registration plates ■ust be treated with a reflectorized 

background aaterial according to specifications prescribed 

by the depart■ent. 

(5) Ttie distinctive registration numbers must begin 

with a number one or with a letter-nu■ber coabination, such 

as •A 1• or •AA 1•, or any other si■ilar combination of 

letters and nulllbers. The distinctive registration nuaber or 

letter-nuaber coabination assigned to the vehicle ■ust 

appear on the plate preceded by the nu■ber of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the sa111e horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated froa the 

distincti.ve registration number by a sep.iration mark unless 

a letter-nuaber c011bination is used. The dimensions of aneh 

nu■erala and letters ■ust be deter■ined by the depart-nt, 

and all county and registration nu■bers ■ust be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exe■pt J110tor vehicles, in 

addition to the IIArkings provided in this section, nUlllber 

plates must bear the following distinctive markings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may 
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deeignate the prefiz nwober for the verioua atate 

depart-nt■• All nllllbered platea iaaued to ■tate depart-nt■ 

auat bear the word■ •state owned•, end ne ! year nWlber -y 

not be indicated ~hereon on the plate■ becau■e the■e 

nuabered plates are of a per-nent nature and will be 

replaced by the depart-nt only when the physical condition 

of nllllbered plates requires it. 

(bl For vehicles that ere owned by the counties, 

aunicipalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, end ■chool 

district■ and that are used and operated by officials and 

eaployeea thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

froa the United States governaent or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and "'"l)loyees thereof in the line of duty, 

there ■uat be placed on the nuaber plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the depart■ent aay designate, the letter 

•z• or the word •n.D1PT•. Distinctive registration nuabers 

for plates assigned to aotor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the aunicipalities and 

IIChool district■ situated within each of the counties end 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plate• within 

each county ■ust begin with nullber one end be nullbered 

con■ecutively. Because the■e nu■ber plate■ are of a 

per■anent nature, they are subject to replac-nt by the 

-7- RB 256 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

BB 0256/02 

departaent only when the physical condition of the nu■ber 

plates requires it end• year nu■ber ■ay not be displayed on 

the nllllber plate■, 

(7) On all nullber plates eseigned to ■otor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exe■pt trucks and 

tax-ezeapt trailers, there 1111st appear the letter •T• or the 

word •TRUCK• on plates assigned to trucks end the letters 

•TR• or the word •TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailer■ • The letters •NC• or the word "CYCLE• IIU&t 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the ■otorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8> Nuaber plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the 110torcycle or quadricycle type 

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadrieycle-type vehicle. 

No ! registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a nu■ber plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-33S. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned nuabera as follow■ ; 

Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, ); Missoula, 41 

Lewis end Clark, 5: Gallatin, 6: Flathead, 71 F~rgus, 81 

PQWder River, 9r carbon, 10: Phillips, 11: Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15: Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Born, 22; Nusaelshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 
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26i Richland, 27 l Powell, 28; Rosebud, 2!1; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, ]lJ Stillwater, 32; Treaaure, 331 Sheridan, 34: 

Sanders, lSi Judith Basin, 36; Daniela, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40J McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; P-rairie, 45; Granite, 46: 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 501 Jefferson, 

51; Nibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; PetroleUII, 

SS; Lincoln, S6. Any new counties ■ust be assigned nuabers 

by the depart-nt as they aay be foraed, beginning with the 

number 57. 

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, escept collegiate licenae plates authorized in 

61-3-463, •uat be a aeparate aeries of plate■, nUllbered as 

provided in subsection (5), except that the county nuaber 

auat be replaced by a nonreaovable design or decal 

designating the group or"organization to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

section, the special plates are subject to the s.- rules 

and law■ a■ govern the issuance of r119ular license plates, 

au■t be placed or 110unted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who is eligible to receive thea, and aust be reaoved upon 

■ale or other diapoaition of the vehicle. The special 

license plates must be isaued to national guard •e•bers, 

foraer prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

diaabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 
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veterans of the araed ••rvicea, or veterans of the araed 

services who -re awarded the purple heart" aedal, who coaply 

vith the following provisions: 

(a) An active -r of the Montana national guard -Y 

be iasued a apeciaJ. license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall 

i■sue to each active aellber of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorising the departaent to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the aeaber shall surrender the 

plates to the depart■ent upon becoming ineligible to use 

thea. 

(b) An active -•ber of the reserve ar■ed forces of the 

United States of Merica who is a resident of this state -Y 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

dispJ.aying the following, United States ar■y reserve, Ail 

(syabol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States 

-rine corps reserve, NCR (globe and anchor). The coaaanding 

officer of each ar■ed forces reserve unit ■hall issue to 

each eligible aeaber of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the isauance of one aet of plate■• The -■ber 

shall surrender the plates to the department upon becaaing 

ineligible to use the•. 

(c) ill A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the 

armed forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabJ.ed 
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becauae of an injury that luaa been detel'llined by the 

depart:aent of veterane affair& to be aervice-connected .. y, 

upon presentation to the depart-nt of proof of the 100\ 

diaability, be iasuedi 

ill a apecial license plate under thia aection with a 

design or decal diaplaying the letters •ov•; or 

(Bl ONE SET or any other p¼al!e IIILITARY-RELATED PLATES 

that the disabled veteran is eligible to receiv~ under this 

section. 

t¼tilll. The fee for original or renewal registration by 

a 100\ diaabled veteran for a pa■■enger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or leas ia $5 and is in 

lieu of all other feea and tazea for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

t¼¼till.ll Special license plates issued to a disabled 

veteran are not transferable to another person. 

t¼iit~ A disabled veteran ia not entitled to a 

special disabled veteran's license plate for 110re than one 

vehicle. 

tht!tl A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled 

veteran' ■ plate and that is conveying a 1001 disabled 

veteran la entitled to the parking privilege■ allowed a 

handicapped person"s vehicle under this title. 

(di A llontana resident who i ■ a veteran of the araed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 
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prisoner by a ailitary force of a foreign nation, docu■ented 

by h¼a the veteran' ■ aervice record, ■ay upon application 

and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate 

with a de■ign or decal displaying the words •ez-priaoner or 

war• or an abbreviation the departaent con■idere 

appropriate. 

(el l:lpen EJccept as provided in subsection (l0)(cl, upon 

pay■ent of all tazea and fees required by parts 3 and S of 

this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 

depart■ent that the applicant ■eets the requir-ents of this 

subsection (el, the departaent shall issue to a llontana 

resident who is a veteran of the ar■ed services of the 

United States special license platea, for one ■otor vehicle 

only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor 

of the Pearl Barbor attack if the applicant was a ~r of 

the united States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on 

station on Dece■ber 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:5S •·•· 

to 9,,s a.a. (Bavali ti■e) at Pearl Harbor, the island of 

0ahu, or offshore at a distance of not ■ore than 3 ■ilea, 

and received an honQrable discharge fro■ the United States 

araed forces. If special license plates issued under this 

subsection are lost, stolen, or autilated, the recipient of 

the plates is entitled to replace-nt plates upon request 

and without charge. 

(f) A ■otQr vehicle 'owner and resident of this state 
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who is a veteran of the araed aervices of the United State■ 

-y be issued license plates inscribed a■ provided in 

subsection (lO)(f)(i) if lie the person vaa separated fr011 

the ar-d services under other than dishonorable 

circumatancea or was awarded the purple heart aedal: 

(ii Upon subai■sion of proof, in a fora prescribed by 

the departaent, of hi■ the person's qualification under this 

aubsection, there ■ust be iaaued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plate■ prescribed by law, special 

license plates nuabered in sets of two with a different 

nuaber on each aet. The plates ■ust display: 

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a ayabol signifying the 

United States aray, united States navy, United States air 

force, United States urine corps, or Dnited States coast 

guard, accordinq to the record of service verified in the 

application; or 

(Bl a syllbol representing the purple heart medal. 

(ii) Plates auat be furnished by the departaent to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue thea to qualified 

veterans. The plates -•t be placed or aounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and ■ust be re■oved upon sale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Bech Except as provided in aubaection (lO)IC), a 

veteran who receives special license plates under this 
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subsection (lO)(f) ia liable for payaent of all taze■ and 

·rees required under part■ 3 and 4 of this chapter and a 

■Pl'Cial veteran'• or purple heart ■edal license plate fee of 

$10. Upon an original application for a license under thi■ 

■ubsection (lO)(fl, the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(Bl re■it $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

(C) deposit the reaainder of the ■pecial fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the.credit of the departaent 

of ■ilitary affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and aaintenance of the state 

veterans• ceaetery. 

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee a■ 

provided in subsection (1D)(f)(iii)(C). 

Cg) A MOntana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking per■it under 49-4-301 aay, upon written 

application on a fora prescribed by the departaent, be 

ia■ued a special license plate with a design or decal 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the syabol of 

the handicapped person. (Ter■inatea July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Ch. 654, L. 19B9.) 

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) llwlber plates. (11 A 

■otor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 
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NDntana ■uat display both front and rear nllllber plates, 

bearing the di■tinctive nu■ber assigned the vehicle. The 

nllllber plate■ are in 10 ssries, one aeries for Olfnera of 

aotorcars, one for owners of aotor vehicles of the 

■otorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the 1a0torcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters •NCO" or 

the letters •NC• and the word "DEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new ■otorcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used ■otorcars (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word •nDLER", one 

for dealers ln used ■otorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the 

letter •u• and the word "DEALBR", one for dealers in 

trailers and/or •-itrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters •D'l'R• or the letters •n• and the word 

"DEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters •RV• or the letter •a• and the word 

"DBALER", and one for special license plate■ • All aarkinga 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates ■ust be placed on 

the nu■ber plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

depart■ent desi9Dates. 

(2) All nu■ber plates for ■otor vehicles ■ust be issued 

for a ■ini- period of 4 years, bear a distinctive ■arki09, 

and be furnished by tbe state. In years when nu■ber plates 
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are not issued, the depart■ent shall provide nonr~vable 

■tickers bearing appropriate registration nllllbers that -st 

be affized to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the- provisions of this aection, the 

depart-nt shall create a n■w design for nu■ber plates as 

provided in this &ectiony-end-¼t-sh■ii---f■etare-the-new¼y 

dee¼9ned--n ... 1oer--pi■t:es-f■r-¼■e■snee-after-.tana■ry-¼7-¼!l!l¼7 

t■-•ep¼eee7-et-ren-s¼-ss-r ... ¼red-¼n-6¼-a-a12-end-6i-~-~¼47 

nlllll>er-p¼et:es-that--•e-d¼■pi■yed-on--te•---h¼e¼e•--~•• 

thet-date. 

(fl In the case of ■otorcara and trucks, nu■ber plates 

■uat be of -tal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. Por 

nllllber plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana ■ust be used as a distinctive border on ■■eh the 

license plates, and the word •110ntana• and the year ■uat be 

placed across the botto■ of the plates. Saeh-re9i■tret¼on 

R99istration plates ■ust be treated with a teflectorized 

background ■aterial according to specifications prescribed 

by the depart-nt. 

(5) The distinctive registration nu■bers ■ust begin 

with a nu■ber one or with a letter-nu■ber co■bination, such 

as •A 1• or •AA 1•, or any other siallar coabination of 

letters •nd nu■bers and be nu■bered consecutively for each 

series of pl•tea. The distinctive registration nu■ber or 

letter-n-r co■blnation assigned to the vehicle ■ust 
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appear on the plate preceded by the nuaber of the county and 

appearing in borisontal order 

baseline. Tbe county nuaber ■ust 

on 

be 

the •­
separated 

horisontal 

froa tbe 

distinctive registration nu■ber by a separation ■ark unless 

a letter-nu■ber co■bination is used. The di■ensions of eeeh 

nu■erals and letters ■ust be deter■ined by the depart■ent, 

and all county and registration nu■bers ■ust be of equal 

height. 

(6) Por the use of tax-exe■pt ■otor vehicles, in 

addition to the aarkin9s in this ■ection provided, number 

plates ■ust bear the following distinctive aarkings, 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the depart■ent ■ay 

designate the prefix nu■ber for the various state 

dapart■ents. All nu■bered plates issued to state depart■enta 

■ust bear the words "State owned", and no! year nu■ber ■ay 

!!!!! be indicated thereon on the plates because these 

nu■bered plates are of a per■anent nature and will be 

replaced by the depart■ent only when the physical condition 

of nu■bered plates requires it. 

(b) l'or vehicle■ that are owned by the counties, 

■unicipalities, irrigation districts organised under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and schoOl 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

from the United States govern■ent or the state of Montana 
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to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and e■ployees thareaf in the line of duty, 

there ■ust be placed on the nuaber plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the depart■ent ■ay designate, the letter 

•~• or the word •aD1PT•. Distinctive registration nuabers 

for plates assigned to ■atar vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the ■unicipalitiea and 

school districts situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county ■ust begin with nu■ber one and be nu■bered 

consecutively. Because these nUllber plates are of a 

per■anent nature, they are subject to replace■ent by the 

depart■ent only when the physical condition of the nllllber 

plates requires it and a year nu■ber ■ay not be displayed on 

the nu■ber plates. 

C7) On all nu■ber plates assigned to ■otor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-eXempt trucks and 

tax-exeapt trailersr there ■ust appear the letter •T• or the 

word "TRUCK" on plate■ aaaigned to trucks and the letters 

"TR• or the ward •'!'IIAILBR" on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailera. The letters "NC" or the word •CYCLE• aust 

appear on plate■ assigned ta vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Nu■ber plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the aotorcycle or quadricycle type 
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-Y be transferred only to a replac-nt passenger car, 

truck, trail■r, or aotorcycle- or quadricycle-tn,e vehicle. 

Ne! registration or lice- fee -y !!!!!. be -■••••■4 upon a 

transfer of a nu■ber plate undeT 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) Por the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned nllllber ■ a■ follova, 

Silver Bow, l; cascade, 2; Yellow■tone, 3; Nisaoula, 4; 

Levi■ and Clark, 51 Gallatin, 61 Flathead, 11 Fergua, Bi 

Powder River, 9; C.rbon, 10; Phillipa, 11: Bill, 12; 

Ravalli, 131 Custer, 14; Lake, 15; o.-on, 16; Rao■evelt, 

171 Beaverhead, 181 Chouteau, 191 Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Born, 22; Ku■■elahell, 23; Blaine, 24; Jladiaon, 2S; Pondera, 

261 Richland, 271 Powell, 28: Ro■ebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30: 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treaaure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

sander■ , 351 Judith Basin, 36; l>Aniel■, 37: Glacier, 38: 

Pallan, 39; Sweet Gr•-• ,o; Nceohe, 41; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, t7; Liberty, t8: Park, 49; Garfield, soi Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petrolewa, 

55; Lincoln, 56. Any nllW counties ■ust be aaaigned nu■bera 

by the depart-nt aa they -y be for■ed, beginning with the 

nllllber 57. 

(10) Each type of ap■cial license plate approved by the 

legi■lature, ••cept collegiate licen■e plate■ authorized in 

61-3-463, ■u■t be a ■-rate aerie■ of plate■, n.-ered a■ 

-19- BB 256 

1 

2 

3 

• 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

BB 0256/02 

provided in ■ub■ection C5J, except that the county nUllber 

■u■t be replaced by a nonr-able de■ign or decal 

designating the group or organization to which the applicant 

belong■• Unle■• otberwi■e specifically ■tated in tbi■ 

aection, the ■pecial plate■ are ■ubject ta the ••- rule■ 

and law■ aa govern the i ■auance of regular licen■e plates, 

■u■t be placed or ■ounted on a vehicle owned by th• per■on 

who i ■ eligible to receive the■, and ■uat be re■oved upon 

■ale or other di■poaitian of the vehicle. The special 

license plate■ ■u■t be i■■ued to national guard -■be••• 

for-r priaonera of var, handicapped persons, reaervi ■ts, 

disabled veteran■, ■urvivor■ of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veteran■ of the araed services, or veterans of the arlUtd 

■ervice■ who were awarded the purple heart ■edal, who co■ply 

with the following provi■ ion■: 

Ca) An active -be• of the Montana national guard -y 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

diaplaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general ■hall 

issue to each active -ber of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of 

national guard plate■, and the-• shall surrender the 

plates to the depart■ent upon beco■ing ineligible ta use 

the■• 

Cb) An active -i.er of the reaerve ar■ed forces of the 

United State■ of -rica who i■ a resident of this atate ■ay 
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be issued a apecial license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: Dnlted State■ ar■y reserve, AR 

(ay■bol): United State■ naval reserve, NR (anchor), onited 

Stat■■ air force reserve, APR (ay■bol); and United States 

urine corps reserve, NCR (globe and anchor). The .,_nding 

officer of each araed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible -■ber of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member 

shall surrender the plates to the depart■ent upon beco■ing 

ineligible to use the■. 

(c) ill A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the 

araed force■ of the United States and who la 100\ disabled 

because of an injury that has been deter■ined by the 

depart .. nt of veterans affairs to be service-connected .,.y, 

upon presentation to the depart■ent of proof of the 1001 

disability, be issued~ 

.l.!l a special license plate under this section with a 

design or decal displaying the letter■ "DV"; or 

(Bl OIIB SBT OF any other p¼ate JIILITARY-RELATBO PLATES 

that the disabled veteran i■ eli9ible to receive under this --~-
titilll The fee for original or renewal registration by 

a 1001 disabled veteran for a pa■aenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or leas is $5 and is in 

lieu of all other feea and taxes for that vehicle under this 
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chapter. 

tiit.illil Special license plates laaued to a disabled 

veteran are not transferable to another per•on. 

tiiiti.!tl A disabled veteran la not entitled to a 

special disabled veteran's license plate for ■ore than one 

vehicle~ 

ti•ti!l A vehicle 

veteran's plate and that 

veteran is entitled to 

lawfully displaying a disabled 

is conveying a 100\ disabled 

the parking privileges allowed a 

handicapped person's vehicle under this title. 

(di A IIOntana resident who la a veteran of the ar-d 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

prisoner by a ■ilitary force of a foreign nation, docuaented 

by h¼a the veteran's service record. aay upon application 

and presentation of proof be i ■aued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words •ex-prisoner of 

war• or an abbreviation the depart■ent conaidera 

appropriate. 

(e) Ypan Except as provided in aubsection (lO)jcl, upon 

pay-nt of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of 

thia chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 

depart■ent that the applicant -•ta the require-nta of this 

subsection (e), the depart■ent shall issue to a Montana 

resident who is a veteran of the araed services of the 

United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle 
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only, de•ignecl to indicate thAt the applicant i• a survivor 

of the Pearl &Arbor attadl: if the APPlicant WII■ a aetlber of 

the United State■ araed force■ on ~r 7, 111•1, wa■ on 

■tation on Deceaber 7, 1941, during the hour■ of 7:55 a.■ • 

to 9:45 a.■ . CIIAwaii ti-) at Pearl &Arbor, the l ■ land of 

·oahu, or offshore at• distance of not 110re than J ■ilea, 

and received an honorable discharge fro■ the United State■ 

ar- forces. If .special license plate■ issued under this 

■ub■ection are lost, stolen, or autilated; the recipient of 

the plate■ i ■ entitled to replac-nt plate■ upon request 

and without charge. 

Cf) A ■otor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who i■ a veteran of the araed services of the United States 

aay be issued license plates in■cribed aa provided in 

subsection 

the ar■ed 

I 10 IC f JC i l 

services 

if lie the person was separated from 

under other than dishonorable 

circuastances or was awarded the purple heart ■edal: 

(il Upon sub■isaion of proof, in a for■ prescribed by 

the depart■ent, of hi■ the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there ■uat be iaaued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates preacribed by law, special 

licenae plates nuabered in ■eta of two with a different 

nUllber on each set. The plate■ -•t di■play: 

CA) the word "VETDAII" and a ■yabol signifying the 

United State■ ar■y, United Statea navy, United States air 
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force, United State■ -rine corp■, or United State• coast 

guard, .according to the record of service verified in the 

application: or 

CBI .a ■y■bol repre■enting the purple heart aedal. 

Cii) Platea ■ust be furnished by the depart■ent to the 

county treasurer, who ■hall i■aue t- to qualified 

veteran■• Th~ plate■ ■uat be placed or ■ounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and ■uat be removed upon ■ale or other disposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) B■eh Except as provided in subsection (lO)(c), a 

veteran who receives special license plates under thia 

aubaection ClO)Cf) ia liable for pay■ent of all taxea and 

fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a 

apeciai veteran's or purple heart ■edal license plate fee of 

$10. Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (lO)Cfl, the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund: 

CB) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and 

CC) deposit the r-lnder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the depart■ent 

of ■ilitary affair■ to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and -intenance of the atate 

veterans' cemetery. 
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Civ) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer ■hall deposit all of the apec:ial fee aa 

provided in subsection llO)lfJCiii)IC). 

(g) A Montana resident who la eligible to receive a 

special parking per■it under 49-4-301 ■ay, upon written 

application on a for■ 

i■■ued a special license 

bearing a representation 

the handicapped person.• 

prescribed by· the depart-nt, be 

plate with a design or decal 

of a wheelchair as the sy■bol of 

Section 4. Section 61-3-452, IICJI, is amended to read: 

"61-3-452. Di■abled veterans• plat- DDDtranaferable. 

The special license plates for disabled veterans issued 

pursuant to 61-3-332110)Cclllli!l are not transferable.• 

Section S. Section 61-3-453, IICJI, is a■ended to read: 

0 61-3-453. Di■abled veterana• plates li■ited to one 

auba>bile or truck -- personalised plates. Ill A disabled 

veteran is not entitled to special license plates for 

di■abled veterans under 61-3-332Cl0)1clillfil for ■ore than 

one passe119er aut--,bile or one truck up to and including l 

ton aw-rated capacity. 

12) Upon aub■itting 

61-3-405 and payaent of 

the ·application provided for in 

the $25 fee provided for in 

61-3-406, a disabled veteran ■ust receive personalized 

disabled veteran license plates.• 

Section I. section 61-3-454, MCA, la aaended to read: 
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"61-3-454. Special parking privilege. A vehicle 

lawfully diaplayiDCJ specially inacribed licenae plates 

issued under 61-3-332(10)1c)il.U!l. and conveying a 1001 

disabled veteran la entitled to the parkiDCJ privilege■ 

allowed a handicapped peraon'a vehicle under 49-4-302." 

Section 7. Section 61-3-504, MCA, la -■ended to read: 

"61-3-504. Coll(lutation of t&ll. 11) The uaount of taxes 

on a actor vehicle, other than an autoaobile, truck having a 

rated capacity of 1 ton or less, aotorcycle, quadricycle. 

110tor hoae, travel trailer, caaper, or aobile h0118, is 

computed and deter■ined by the county treaaurer on the baais 

of the levy of the year preceding the current year of 

application for re<Ji■tration_or reregiatration. 

12) The a■ount of tax on an auto■obile or truck having 

a rated capacity of 1 ton or leas, except for vehicle■ owned 

by disabled veterans qualifying for special license plates 

under 6l-3-332(10)(c)1!.11!.l, and on a motorcycle or 

quadricycle ia 21 of the value deter■ined under 61-3-503. 

Ill The a■ount of tax on fleet vehicles subject to the 

proviaions of 61-3-31B isl\ of the value deter■ined under 

61-3-503. 

141 For all taxable ■otor vehicles, the a■ount of tax 

is entered on the application form in a space provided 

therefor .. • 

NEIi SECTION. SKtion •. Bffecti- date. [Thia act] is 
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l effective JanUAry 1, 1994. 

-End-
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BOUSE BILL NO. 256 

IlffllOIIUCED BT 'IOOLli, ~ 

A BILL l'OR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A 100 

PERCENT DISABLED VETERAN NAY PAT TBli SAllli rn l"Oll ANY 

MILITARY-RELATED SPl!lCIAL LICENSE PLATS l"Oll WBICB Tllli 

DISABLED VftERAII IS ELIGIBLE AS TBli DISABLBD VliTERAII IIDULD 

PAY POii 

SECTIONS 

61-3-454, 

A DISABLl!O VftDAN'S LICIINSli PLATII: Alll!IIDING 

49-4-302, 61-3-313, 61-3-332, 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 

ANO 61-3-504, IICA: ANO PROVIDING A DELATIID 

Bl'TECTIVE DATE," 

BE IT DIACTED BY TBB LBGISLATURI! or TBli STATB or IIOlft'ANA: 

Section I. Section 49-4-302, IICA, la -nded to read: 

•tt-4-302. PriviltHJell of peraltbolder -- privile,Je for 

diaabllld veteran - eJ1eapti01111 frca ti- liait■ 

requir-at■ for ■pecial perki11111 ■p■ce■ • Ill The parking 

per■it i■■ued under thi ■ part, when diaplayed, entitle■ a 

per■oa to park a ■10tor vehicle in apecial parking apace• 

reaerved for handicapped persona whether on public property 

or on private property available for public uae. 

(2) No vehicle other than one lawfully diaplaying a 

parking per■it i■■ued under thi■ part or one displaying a 

distinguishing handicapped person's license plate or placard 

ia■ued by a foreign jurisdiction conferring the•- parking 
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prlvll"'JII■ a■ 0011ferred in ■ub■ection (1) and conveying a 

handicapped per■on or one diaplaying a apeclally lnacrlbed 

llcenH puta laau.d under 61-3-332(10)(c)~ and 

conveying a 1001 di■abled veteran -y be parked in a parking 

■pace on public or private property that i ■ clearly 

Identified by an official ■ign a■ being reserved for u■e by 

handicapped per■ona. 

(3) Th• governing_, of• city, town, or county -y 

ezeapt vehicle■ lawfully displaying parking per■ita ia■ued 

under thia part and vehicles lawfully diaplaying specially 

inscribed license pl■tea iaaued under 61-3-332(10)(c)~ 

and parked in public place■ ■long public streets froa any 

ti- li■itation i■poaed upon parking in such area ezcept in 

area■ where: 

(a) stopping, standing, or parking of all vehicles ia 

prohibited: 

(bl only special vehicles -y be parked: or 

(c) parking i■ not allowed during specific periods of 

the day in order to accoa■odate heavy traffic. 

(4) In accordance with subsection (21, the governing 

body of a city, town. or county or appropriate state agency 

_, i■poae all, but not leaa than all, of the following 

require■enta with reapect to any special parking apace 

constructed after Septe■ber 30, 1985, and reserved for 

handicapped persona or perwitholders on ways of this state 
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open to the public as defined in 61-8-101: 

(al The space ■ust be located on a s■ooth, level 

surface aa near as practicable to building entrances or 

walkways that have curb cuts and appropriately designed 

ramps and access lanes to acca.aodate wheelchairs. 

fbl If parallel to curbside, the parking space ■uat be 

separated fr0111 an adjacent space, either in the front or the 

rear, by at least S feet of striped no-parking area. 

(c) If at an angle to curbside, the parking space must 

be at least 8 feet wide and free of obstruction if located 

at the end of a line of angle parking spaces, and each other 

angle parking space designated for handicapped persons ■ust 

be at least 13 feet wide. 

(d) A parking space reserved for handicapped persons 

aust be designated by a sign showing the international 

sy■bol of accessibility and indicating that a permit is 

required. The sign must be attached to a wall or post in 

such a way that it is not obscured by a vehicle parked in 

the apace.• 

Section 2. Section 61-3-313, IICA, is uended to read: 

0 61-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered regiatration. 

Por purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 •vehicle" aeans 

any ■otor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102 subject to annual 

registration in this state except: 

(ll vehicles owned or leased and operated by the 
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govern■ent of the United States, of the state of Montana, or 

its political subdivisions; 

(21 ■obile h.-es and ■otor h.,..,s; 

(31 vehicles that are registered in accordance with or 

subject to 61-3-332(10)fc).l.!J.ill, 61-3-411, or 61-3-421; 

141 trucks ezceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of 

10,000 pounds-. 

(5) trailers, semitrailers, tractorsr buses, 

aotorcycles, quadricycles, and aotor-driven cycles: 

16) special 1BObile equiPllent as defined in 61-1-104; 

C7) aotor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under 

61-3-318." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is a-nded to read: 

"61-3-332. (T..-porary) Nu■ber plates. fl) A motor 

vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 

Montana ■ust display both front and rear number plates, 

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The 

nu■ber plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of 

aotorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

aotorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters •Meo• or 

the letters •MC• and.the word •oEALER•, one for franchised 

dealers in new 1110torcars (including trucks and trailers) or 

new and used 110torcara (including trucks and trailers) that 
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bear the distinctive letter •o• or the word •oF.ALER•, one 

for dealers in us~ aotorcars only (including used trucks 

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the 

letter •u• and the word •DEM.ER•, one for dealers in 

trailers and/or sealtrailers (new or used) that bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR• or the letters •TA• and the word 

"DEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters •Rv• or the letter •R• and the word 

"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All aarkings 

for the various kinds of dealers' plates ■ust be placed on 

the nllllber plates assigned thereto in the position that the 

depart-nt designates. 

12) All n-r plates for aotor vehicles ■ust be issued 

for a ■iniau■ period of 4 years, bear a distinctive aarking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when nuaber plates 

are not issued, the departaent shall provide nonre110vable 

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that ■ust 

be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 

depart■ent shall create a new design for nu■ber plates aa 

provided in this sectiony-and-it-ahe¼¼--nafaetare-the-new¼y 

•eai9ne<!l--na■l>er--p¼■tea-fer-ias,..nee-after-•anaary-¼y-¼99¼7 

te-rep¼eeey-■t-renew■¼-■S-Pe4!1Bire<!l-in-6¼-3-3¼i-■ftd-6¼-3-3¼47 

naaber-p¼■tea-that-were-di■p¼ayed-en--ter--•ehie¼ea--befere 

that-date. 
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(4) In the case of ■otorcars and trucks, plates ■u■t be 

of -tal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline 

of the state of Montana ■ust ·be u■R as a distinctive border 

on aneh ~ license plates, and the word •Montana• and the 

year ■uat be plac~ across the plate■• Saeh-re4.1i■trat¼eft 

Registration plates ■ust be treated with a reflectorized 

background -terial according to specifications prescribed 

by the depart-nt. 

(5) The distinctive registration nllllbers ■ust be<Jin 

with a nuaber one or with a letter-nuaber coabination, such 

as "A I" or •AA 1•, or any other aiailar coabination of 

letters and nullbers. The distinctive registration nuaber or 

letter-nu■ber coebination assigned to the vehicle ■ust 

appear on the plate preceded by the n-ber of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. The county number must be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-nu■ber c011bination is used. The diaensions of aneh 

numerals and letters ■ust be determined by the departaent, 

and all county and registration nu■bers ■uat be of equal 

height. 

(6) For the use of tax-exempt ■otor vehicles, in 

addition to the aarkings provided in this section, nu■ber 

plates must bear the following distinctive aarkings: 

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department ■ay 
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deaignate the prefh: n1111ber for the varioua atate 

depart-nts, All nllllbered plates issued to ■tate depart-nts 

aust bear the words •state 0wnect•, and ne ~ year nWlber 11&y 

not be indicated theree,n on the plates because these 

nuabered plates are of a peraanent nature and will be 

replaced by the depart-nt only when the physical condition 

of n\lllbered plates requires it. 

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties, 

1111nicipalities, irrigation districts organised under the 

laws of Nontana and not operating for profit, and school 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

eaployees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

froa the United States gover~nt or the state of Montana 

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and eaployeea thereof in the line of duty, 

there must be placed on the nullher plates assigned thereto, 

in a position that the departaent aay designate, the letter 

•x• or the word •nEMPT•. Distinctive registration numbe[s 

for plates assigned to aotor vehicles of each of the 

countie• in the state and those of the aunicipalitiea and 

■chool districts situated within each of the counties and 

tho■e of the irrigation districts that obtain plate■ within 

each county ■uat begin with nllllber one and be nu■bered 

consecutively. Because these nu.lllber plates are of a 

per-.nent nature, they are subject to replace■ent by the 
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depart-nt only when the phyaical condition of tbe nUllber 

plates requires it and a year nu■ber -Y not be diaplayed on 

tbe nu■ber plate■ , 

17) On all nu■ber plates a■■igned to ■otor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-ex.apt trucks and 

tax-exeapt trailers, there ■ust appear the letter •T• or the 

word •TRUCK• on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

•TR• or the word •TRAILER• on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters •MC• or the word "CYCLE• auat 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the aotorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Nuaber plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the ■otorcycle or quadricycle type 

aay be transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 

truck, trailer, or aotorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle. 

Ne ~ registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a 

transfer of a nu■ber plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several 

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows: 

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; 

Levis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; F~rgus, 8r 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, lli Hill, 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; La~e, IS: Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

171 Beaverhead, 18; Choute•u, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn, 22; Nuaaelahell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 
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26: Richland, 27: Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 301 

Teton11 31; Stillwater, 32; Trea■uf'e, 331 Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, JS; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 381 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; JICC'one, 411 Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 441 Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47J Liberty. 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petrale1111, 

55; Lincoln. 56~ Any nev counties auat be asaigned nuabers 

by the depArt-nt aa they aay be for-d, beginning with the 

nuaber 57. 

Cl0) Each type of special license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate licanae plates authorised in 

61-3-463. •uat baa separate series of plates, nuaabered as 

provided in subsection CS), except that tha county nuaber 

■ust be replaced by a nonre110vable design or decal 

designating the group or organ~zation to which the applicant 

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this 

■action, the special plates are subject to the saae rules 

and la- aa govern the issuance of regular license plates, 

aust be placed or aounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who la eli9ible to receive the■, and ■ust be r■-oved upon 

■ale or other diaposition of the vehicle. The apecial 

license plate■ auat be ia~ued to national guard -bera, 

foraer prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists, 

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 
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veterans of the ar■ed service■ , or veteran■ of the araed 

service■ who -r• awarded the purple heart -■dal, vbo coaply 

with the following provi■ions: 

Cal An active ■e■ber of the JIIOntana national guard aay 

be i ■sued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letter■ "NG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active llellber of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the depart-nt to i ■■ue one set of 

national guard plates, and the --r shall surrender the 

plates to the departaent upon becoaing ineligible to use 

the■• 

Cb) An active -■-ber of the reserve ar■ed forces of the 

United State■ of A■erica who i ■ ■ reaidant of this state -y 

be issued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the following: United States ar■y reserve, AR 

Csy■bol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United 

States air force reserve, AFR lsyabol); and United States 

aarine corps reserve, NCR (globe and anchor). The coaaanding 

officer of each araed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible aet1ber of the re■erve unit a certificate 

authorizing the is■uance of one set of plates. The ■e■ber 

shall surrender the plates to tha department upon beco■ ing 

ineligible to use the■ . 

(c) ill A resident of Jlontana who is a veteran of the 

ar,ned forces of the United States and who is 100\ disabled 
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because of an injury that has been deter■ined by the 

depart■ent of veterans affairs to be service-connected -y, 

upon preaentation to the depart-nt of proof of the 1001 

disability, be issued~ 

ill a special license plate under this section with a 

design or decal displaying the letters •ov•; or 

(8) ONE SET OF any other plate MILITARY-RELATED PLATES 

that the disabled veteran is eligible to receive under J;his 

section .. 

titilll The fee for original or renewal registration by 

a 1001 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a CW-rated capacity of l ton or leas i ■ $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 

chapter. 

tiitillil Special license plates issued to a disabled 

veteran are not transferable to another person. 

tiiitl.!.!.l A disabled veteran is not entitled to a 

special disabled veteran's license plate for 1110re than one 

vehicle. 

ti•tl.!l A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled 

veteran's plate and that is conveying a 1001 disabled 

veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a 

handicapped person's vehicle under this title. 

(d) A Montana resident vho is a veteran of the armed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 
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prisoner by a ailitary force of a foreign nation, docuaented 

by hi• the veteran•• •••vice record, uy upon application 

and presentation of proof be i ■sued a special licenae plat■ 

with a design or decal displaying the words •ex-prisoner of 

war• or an abbreviation the departaent consider■ 

appropriate4 

(e) Upen E.zcept as provided in subsection (10)jc) 1 upan 

pai,-ent of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of 

this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 

depart-nt that the applicant -eta the requirements of this 

subsection (e), the departaent shall issue to a Montana 

resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the 

United States special license plates, for one aotor vehicle 

only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor 

of the Pearl Barbor attack if the applicant was a -■ber of 

the United States armed forces on Deceaber 7, 1941, was on 

station on Dece■ber 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.•. 

to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii tiae) at Pearl Harbor, the island of 

Qahu, or offshore at a distance of not ■ore than 3 miles, 

and received an honorable discharge from the United States 

armed forces. If special license plates issued under this 

subsection are laat, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of 

the plates is entitled to replacement plates upon request 

and without charge. 

tf) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 
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who is a veteran of the ar■ed services of the United State• 

-y be laaued license plates inecrlbed ae provided ln 

eubaectlon (l0J(f)(il if he the person was eeparated froa 

the ar■ed services under other than diehonorable 

circu■stances or waa awarded the purple heart lll!dal: 

(ii Upon sub■ission of proof, in a for■ prescribed by 

the depart-nt, of hie the person•• qualification under this 

aubsection, there ■uat be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

license plates nu■bered in sets of two with a different 

nu■ber on each set. The plates ■ust display: 

(Al the word •VETERAN• and a sy■bol eignifying the 

United States ar■y, United States navy, United States air 

force, United States aarine corps, or United States coast 

guard, according to the record of servl~e verified in the 

application; or 

(Bl a sy■bol representing the purple heart ■edal. 

(ii) Plates ■ust be furnished by the depart■ent to the 

county treasurer, who shall issue th- to qualified 

veteran■ • The plates ■uat be placed or ■ounted on the 

vehlcls owned by the veteran designated in the application 

and ■uet be re■oved upon sale or other diaposition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Baeh Except aa provided in subsection (l0)(cJ, a 

veteran who receives special license plates under this 
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subsection (l0)(f) le liable for pay■ent of all taxea and 

fe•• required under part■ 3 and 4 of this chapter and a 

epecial veteran•• or purple heart -dal llcenee plate fee of 

$10. Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (l0)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(Al depoait $3 of the apecial fee in the county general 

fund; 

(B) re■it $1 for deposit in the etate general fund; and 

IC) deposit the re■ainder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the departaent 

of ■ilitary affairs to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and aaintenance of the state 

veterans' ce■etery. 

Civ) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the 

county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subaection (l0)(f)(iii)(C). 

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a 

special parking perait under 49-4-JOl aay, upon written 

application on a for■ preacribed by the 

iaeued a apecial licenae plate with a 

bearing a representation of a wheelchair as 

depart-nt, be 

design or decal 

the sy■bol of 

the handicapped person. (Ter■inates July 1, 1996--aec. 4, 

Cb. 654, L. 1989.) 

61-3-332. {Effective July 1, 1996.) llu■ber plates. (1) A 

110tor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of 
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front and rear nuaber plates, 

nuaber asaigned tbe vehicle. The 

INllber plates are in 10 aeries: one aeries for owners of 

1110torcars, one for owners of ■otor vehicles of the 

110torcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for 

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the .-otorcycle or 

quadricycle type that bear the diatinctive letters "IICD" or 

the letters •NC• and the word •oF.ALD•, one for franchised 

dealer■ in new aotorcara {including trucks and trailerat or 

new and u■ed ■otorcar■ (including trucks and trailers) that 

bear the di■tinctive letter •o• or the word •outER•, one 

for dealer■ in uaed 110torcars only (including uaed truck■ 

and trailer■) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 

letter •u• and the word •DEALER•, one for dealers in 

trailers and/or seaitrailers (new or uaed) that bear the 

distinctive letters •DTR• or the letters •TR• and the word 

•DEALER•, one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear 

the distinctive letters "RV• or the letter •R• and the word 

•DEALER•, and one for special license plates. All aarkings 

for the various kinda of dealers' plates IIUBt be placed on 

the nu■ber plates assigned thereto in t.he position that the 

depart-nt designates. 

(2) All nu■ber plates for 110tor vehicles ■ust be issued 

for a ■ini■u■ period of 4 years, bear a distinctive 11arking, 

and be furnished by the state. In years when nu■ber plates 
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are not issued, the depart-nt shall provide nonrdlOVable 

sticker■ bearin9 appropriate registration nu■bers that m,st 

be affl~ed to the license plates in use. 

(3) subject to the provisions of this section, the 

depart-nt shall create a new design for nUllber plate■ aa 

provided in this aection7-snd-it-■ha¼¼--nufaeture-the-n.,.,¼J 

des¼9necl--nlllll>er--p¼■te■-for-¼■s11Bnee-■fter-•anuary-¼7-¼99¼7 

to-rep¼■ce7-■t-renewa¼-a■-r-ired-¼n-6¼-3-3¼i-and-6¼-3-3¼•7 

..-.er-p¼ates-that--re-di■p¼ayed-011--tor--•ehic¼es--llefore 

that ..... te. 

(4) In the caae of aotorc.rs and trucks, nuaber plates 

■ust be of -tal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For 

nu■ber plate■ issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana ■ust be used as a distinctive border on aaeh the 

license plates, and the word •Montana• and the year ■ust be 

placed across the bottom of the plates. Sneh-re9istra~ten 

Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized 

background aaterial according to specifications prescribed 

by the department. 

f5) The distinctive registration nu■bers must begin 

with a nuaber one or with a letter-number c0111bination, such 

as "A 1• or "AA 1•, or any other siailar combination of 

letters and nuaber■ and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must 

-16- HB 256 



l 

2 

l 

.. 
5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

u 
12 

13 

u 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

RB 0256/02 

appear on the plate preceded by the nuaber of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the •a- horiaontal 

baseline. The county n..-r ■u■ t be separated froa the 

distinctive registration nuaber by a separation aark unless 

a letter-nu■ber coabination is used. The di■ensions of •~eh 

DWlll!rals and letters ■uat be deter■ined by the depart•ent, 

and all county and registration nu■bers ■uat be of equal 

height. 

(6) Por the use of tax-exe■pt ■otor vehicles, in 

addition to the aarkings in this section provided, nuaber 

plates ■ust bear the following distinctive -rkings: 

Ca) For vehicles owned by the state, the depart■ent -y 

designate the prefix nullber for the various state 

depart■ents. All nu■bered plates issued to state depart■ents 

aust bear the words •state owned•, and ftO ~ year nu■ber aay 

not be indicated ~hereen on the plates because these 

nuabered plates are of a per.anent nature and will be 

replaced by the depart■ent only when the physical condition 

of nu■bered plates requires it. 

(b) Por vehiclea that are owned by the counties, 

aunlclpalities, irrigation districts organized under the 

la- of llontana and not operating for profit, and achool 

districts and that are used and operated by officials and 

eaployeea thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan 

f[OII the United States gover1111ent or the state of Montana 
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to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and -■ploy-• thereof in the line of duty, 

there ■uat be placed on the num,er plates aaaigned thereto, 

in a position that the depart■ent -y deaignate, the letter 

•x• or the word •nENPT•. Distinctive reqlstration nuaber■ 

for plates assigned to ■otor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the ■unicipalitiee and 

achool district■ situated within each of the counties and 

those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within 

each county ■ust begin with nuaber one and be nuabered 

consecutively. Because these nu.tKtr plates are of a 

peraanent nature, they are subject to replaceaent by the 

depart■ent only when the physical condition of the nu■ber 

plates requires it and a year nu■ber ""'Y not be displayed on 

the nu■ber plates. 

(7) On all nu■ber plates assigned to motor vehicles Of 

the truck and trailer type. other than tax-exempt trucks and 

tax-exe■pt trailers, there ■ust appear the letter •T• or the 

word •TRUCK• on plates assigned to trucks and the letters 

•TR• or the word •TRAILER• on plates assigned to trailers 

and housetrailers. The letters •JIIC• or the word •cYCLE" aust 

appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the ■otorcycle or 

quadricycle type. 

(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car~ truck, 

trailer, or vehicle of the 1a0torcycle or quadricycle type 
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-Y ti. tranaferred only to a repl•c-nt pauenger car, 

truck, trailer, or aotorc:ycle- or quadric:ycle-t:,pe vehicle. 

Ne ! registration or lic:enae fee -y ~ be aaaeaaed upon a 

transfer of a nulOber plate under il-3-317 and 61-3-335. 

(ti For the purpose of thia chapter, the ■everal 

counties of the atate are a■■igned nwober■ •• follOVtl: 

S-ilver Bov,. I; caac:ade, 2; Yellovstone., 3; Niaaoula, 4; 

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6: Flathead, 7: Pergua, 8; 

Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillipa, 11; Bill,. 12; 

Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake,. IS; Dawson, 161 Roosevelt,. 

17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau,. 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Born, 22; llusaelshell,- 23; Blaine, 24; Nadiaon, 251 Pondera, 

26: Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Roaebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater,, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Bandera, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, tl; Carter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Ne■gher,. 47; Liberty, 48; Park,. 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55J Lincoln, 56. Any new counties aust be assigned nuabers 

bf the departaent a■ they -Y be for-, beginning with the 

nuaber 57. 

(10) Bach type of apec:ial license plate approved by the 

legislature, except collegiate lic:en■e plates authorized in 

61-3-463, ■u ■ t be a separate ■eriea of plate■, nu■bered aa 
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provided in aubaectlon 15), except that the county nuaber 

-st be replacad by a _r..,,,able dealgn or acal 

deaignating the group or or911ni11■tlon to wblc:h the applicant 

belongs. lllllesa othervi■e apeclfic:ally atated in this 

section, the special plate■ are aubjec:t to the ..,_ rulea 

and lava •• govern the iaauance of regular license plates, 

■ust be placed or aounted on a vehicle owned by the person 

who ia eligible to receive th-,·and au■t be reaoved upon 

aale or other dlapo■ ition of the vehicle. The special 

lic:en■e plate■ auat be issued to national guard -rs, 

foraer prisoners of war, handicapped persona, reaervi■ta, 

disabled veteran■, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack, 

veterans of the araed services, or veterans of the araed 

services who -r• awarded the purple heart ■edal, who coaply 

with the following provisions: 

(■ I An active -ber of the llontana national guard aay 

be is■ued a special license plate with a design or decal 

displaying the letters "IIIG". The adjutant general shall 

issue to each active aeaber of the Montana national guard a 

certificate authorizing the departaent to issue one set of 

national guard plates, and the -ber ■hall surrender the 

plates to the departaent upon bec:o11ing ineligible to use 

the■. 

lb) An active aeaber of the reserve ar■ed forces of the 

United States of lullerica who is a resident of this state may 
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be iasued a apecial licenae plate vith a deaign or decal 

diaplaying the folloving, United State• aray reaerft, AR 

(■yabol); United State■ naval reaerve, NR (ancbor)i United 

States air force reserve, An! (ayabol): and United States 

aarine corps reserve, NCR (globe and anchor). The c,-anding 

officer of each ar•ed forces reserve unit shall issue to 

each eligible -'>er of the reserve unit a certificate 

authorising the issuance of one aet of plates. The -■ber 

shall aurrender the plates to the depart-nt upon beco■ ing 

ineligible to uae the■• 

(c) ill A resident of Montana who ia a veteran of the 

ar■ed forces of the United States and who la 100\ disabled 

because of an injury that has been deter■ined by the 

departMnt of veterans affairs to be service-connected aay, 

upon preaentation to the depart-nt of proof of the 1001 

diaability, be issued~ 

ill a special license plate under this section with a 

de■ign or decal displaying the letters "DV"; or 

(Bl ONE SET OF any other p¼a~e MILITARY-RELATED PLATES 

that the disabled veteran i■ eligible to receive unde~ this 

■action. 

titll!l The fee for original or renewal registration by 

a 1001 diaabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck 

with a GIIW-rated capacity of 1 ton or leas la $5 and is in 

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this 
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chapter. 

tiit.i!lli Special licen■e plates i■sued to a di■abled 

veteran are not tranaferable to another per■on. 

tiiiti.!Yl A disabled veteran i ■ not entitled to a 

■pecial diaablad veteran' ■ licen■e plate for ■ore than one 

vehicle. 

ti•tl!.l A vehicle 

veteran's plate and that 

veteran is entitled to 

lawfully diaplaying a disabled 

is conveying a 100\ disabled 

the parkiR<J privilege■ allowed a 

handicapped person's vehicle under thi■ title. 

(d) A Montana resident who la a veteran of the ar■ed 

forces of the United States and was captured and held 

pri■oner by a ■ilitary force of a foreign nation, docu■ented 

by his the veteran" ■ ■ervice record, ■ay upon application 

and presentation of proof be i ■sued a special license plate 

with a design or decal displaying the words •ea-pri■oner of 

war• or an abbrevi•tion the departaent eonsideira 

appropriate. 

(e) Upon E&£!Pl as provided in ■ubsection (101\cl, upon 

pay-nt of all taze■ and fee■ required by parts 3 and 5 of 

this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 

depari-nt that the applicant -•ts the require■ents of this 

subsection (e), the depart-nt shall issue to a Montana 

resident who is a veteran of the ar■ed services of the 

United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle 
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only, d .. igned to indicate that the applicant ia a aurvivor 

of the Pearl Barbor attack if the applicant waa a -a.er of 

the United States •r- forcea on Deceaber 7, 1941, -• on 

station on Decetlber 7, 1941, during the hour• of 7:55 •••· 

to 9:45 •••· (Ba-ii ti-I at Pearl Barbor, the ialand of 

O.hu, or offshore at a diatance of not -re than l ■ilea, 

and received an honorable diacharge froa the United States 

ar■ed forcea. If apecial licenae plates issued under this 

aubaection are lost, stolen. or autll•ted; the recipient of 

the plates is entitled to replace■ent plates upon request 

and without charge. 

(fl A -tor vehicle owner and resident of this atate 

who is• veteran of the ar■ed services of the United States 

IMY be i ■ aued license plates inscribed as provided in 

subsection llO)(f)(i) if be the person was separated from 

the ar-d services under other than dishonorable 

circu-tancea or was awarded the purple heart aedal: 

(ii Upon sub■ission of proof, in a for■ prescribed by 

the departaent, of hie the person's qualification under this 

subsection, there ■uat be issued to each applicant, in lieu 

of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special 

licenae plate& nu■bered in sets of two with a different 

n-r on •ach aet. The plates ■uat display, 

IA) the word "VBTBRAN" and a sy■bol signifying the 

United States ar■y, Unit•d States navy, United States air 
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force, United State• ■-rina corpa, or United State• coaat 

,u.,ird, according to the record of aervice verified in the 

application; or 

IB) a sy■bol repreHnti119 the purple heart ~l. 

Iii) Plates ■uat be furnished by the depart-nt to the 

county treaaurer, who shall issue th- to qualified 

veterans. The. plat■• ■ust be placed or ■ounted on the 

vehicle owned by the veteran deaignated in the application 

and ■ust be re■oved upon ■ale or other dispo■ ition of the 

vehicle. 

(iii) Beeb Except as provided in subsection ClO)(Clr a 

veteran who receives special license plates under thia 

subsection (lO)(f) is liable for payaent of all taxea and 

fees required under parts land 4 of this chapter and a 

speci•i veteran's or purple heart aedal license plate fee of 

$10. Upon an original application for a license under this 

subsection (lO)(f), the county treasurer shall: 

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general 

fund; 

(BJ re■it $1 for de-it in the state general fund; and 

(Cl deposit the r-inder of the special fee in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the depart-nt 

of ■llitary affair■ to be appropriated by the legislature 

for construction, operation, and 11aintenance of the state 

veterans• ceaetery. 

-24- HB 256 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

I 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

11 

u 
20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

BB 0256/02 

(iv) Upon subaequent annual renewal of r99istration, the 

county treasurer stuoll deposit all of the special fee as 

provided in subsection (lO)(f)(iii)(C), 

(g) A Montana resident who i ■ ■ligible to receive a 

special parking per■it under 49-4-301 ■ay, upon written 

application on a for■ prescribed by the depart-nt, be 

i ■aued a special license 

bearing a representation 

the handicapped person.• 

plate with a de■ign or decal 

of a wheelclulir a■ the sy■bol of 

Section 4. Section 61-3-452, IICA, is ._nded to read: 

•,t-3-452. Di-bled veteran■ ' plates -transferable. 

The ■pecial license plates for disabled veterans issued 

pursuant to 61-3-332(10)(c)1!.l.i!l are not transferable.• 

Section 5. section 61-3-453, MCA, is ._nded to read: 

•,1-3-453. DillAbled veter-• plate■ li■ited to one 

aat--,bile or truck -- per■onalised plate■ • (1) A disabled 

veteran i■ not entitled to special licen■e plate■ for 

disabled veteran■ under 61-3-332(10)(c)1.!.l.1.!l. for aore than 

one paaae119er autoaobile or one truck up to and including 1 

ton CW-rated capacity. 

(21 Upon ■ub■itting the application provided for in 

61-3-405 and pa,-nt of the $25 fee provided for in 

61-3-406, a disabled veteran ■uat receive personalized 

disabled veteran licenae plate■.• 

Section I. Section 61-3-454, IICA, i ■ -nded to read: 
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•H-3-454, Special parlr.l■g pdvll.... A -lcle 

lawfully diaplaying apecially inacribed licen■e plat .. 

i ■■ued under 61-3-332(10)(cl.1.!ll!l. and conveying a 1001 

diaabled veteran i ■ entitled to the parking privilege■ 

alloved a tuondicapped person' ■ vehicle under 49-4-302.• 

Section 7. Section 61-3-504, IICA, is a-nded to read: 

•61-3-504, Caaputatioa of ttaJE. (1) The aaount of ta••• 

on a ■otor vehicle, other ttuon an autoaobil■, truck having a 

rated capacity of 1 tQn or le■■, 110torcycle, quadricycle, 

110tor hoae, travel trailer, caaper, or aobile hoae, is 

ccaputed and deter■ined by the county treasurer on the baai ■ 

of the levy of the year preceding the current year of 

application for registration or reregistration. 

(2) The a■ount of tax on an autoeobile or truck having 

a rated capacity of 1 ton or less, ezcept for vehicles owned 

by disabled veterans qualifying for special license plate■ 

under 61-3-332(10)(c11!.l.1!l, and on a ■otorcycle or 

quadricycle i ■ 21 of the value deter■ined under 61-3-503, 

(31 The aaount of tax on fleet vehicle■ aubject to th■ 

provisions of 61-3-318 ia 11 of the value det■r■ined under 

61-3-503. 

( 4 I For all tazable ■otor vehicle■, the aaount of tSJ1: 

ia entered on the application for■ in a apace provided 

therefor." 

NEN SECTION. Section •- Effective date. (This act I ia 
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1 effective Janua~y 1, 1994. 

-Encl-
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