HOUSE BILL NO. 256

INTRODUCED BY TOOLE, LARSON

IN THE HOUSE

JANUARY 20, 1993 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

FEBRUARY 1, 1993 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED.
FEBRUARY 2, 1993 PRINTING REPORT.
FEBRUARY 3, 1993 SECOND READING, DO PASS.
FEBRUARY 4, 1993 ENGROSSING REPORT.
FEBRUARY 5, 1993 THIRD READING, PASSED.

AYES, 94; NOES, 4.
TRANSMITTED TO SENATE.
IN THE SENATE

FEBRUARY B, 1993 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

MARCH 5, 1993 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED.

MARCH 6, 1993 SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN.

MARCH 8, 1993 THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.

AYES, 48; NOES, 0.
RETURNED TO HOUSE.
IN THE HOUSE
MARCH 16, 19593 RECEIVED FROM SENATE.
SENT TO ENROLLING.

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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INTRODUCED BY, cﬂhm

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A 1C0
PERCENT DISABLED VETERAN MAY PAY THE SAME FEE FOR ANY
SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE FOR WHICH THE DISABLED VETERAN IS
ELIGIBLE AS THE DISABLED VETERAN WOULD PAY FOR A DISABLED
VETERAN'S LICENSE PLATE; AMENDING SECTIONS 49-4-1302,

61-3-313, 61-3-332, 61-3-452, 61-3-453, 61-3-454, AND

61-3-504, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 49-4-302, MCA, is amended@ to read:

"49-4-302. Privileges of permitholder —— privilege for
disabled veteran -- exemptions from time limits -——
requirements for special parking spaces. (1} The parking
permit issued wunder this part, when displayed, entitles a
person to park a motor vehicle in special parking spaces
reserved for handicapped persons whether on public property
or on private property available for public use.

(2) MHo vehicle other than one lawfully displaying a
parking permit issued under this part or cone displaying a
distinguishing handicapped person's license plate or placard
issued by a foreign jurisdiction conferring the same parking

privileges as conferred in subsection (1) and conveying a
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handicapped person or one displaying a specially inscribed
license plate issued under 61—3—332(10)(c)1£li§l and
conveying a 100% disabled veteran may be parked in a parking
space on public or private property that is clearly
identified by an official sign as being reserved for use by
handicapped persons.

(3) The governing body of a city, town, or county may
exempt vehicles lawfully displaying parking permits issued
under this part and vehicles lawfully displaying specially
inscribed license plates issued under 61-3-332(10) (e) (i) (A)
and parked in public places along public streets from any
time limitation imposed upon parking in such area except in
areas where:

{a) stopping, standing, or parking of all vehicles is
prohibited;

(b) only special vehicles may be parked; or

{c} parking is not allowed during specific periods of
the day ia order to accommodate heavy traffic.

{(4) In accordance with subsection (2), the governing
body of a city, town, or county or appropriate state agency
may impose all, but not less than all, of the following
requirements with respect to any special parking space
constructed after September 30, 1985, and reserved for
handicapped persons or permitholders on ways of this state

open to the public as defined in 61-8-101:
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{a) The apace must be located on a smooth, level
surface as near as practicable to building entrances or
walkways that have curb cuts and appropriately designed
ramps and access lanes to accommodate wheelchairs,

{b} If parallel to curbside, the parking space must be
separated from an adjacent space, either in the front or the
rear, by at least 5 feet of striped no-parking area.

(c) If at an angle to curbside, the parking space must
be at least 8 feet wide and free of obstruction if located
at the end of a line of angle parking #paces, and each other
angle parking space designated for handicapped persons must
be at least 13 feet wide.

{d) A parking space reserved for handicapped persons
must be designated by a sign showing the international
symbol of accessibility and indicating that a permit is
required. The 8sign must be attached to a wall or post in
such a way that it is not obscured by a vehicle parked in
the space.” ‘

Section 2. section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read:

*"§1-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered registration.
For purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 “vehicle® means
any motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102 subject to annual
registration in thisg state except:

(1) wvehicles owned or leased and operated by the

government of the United States, of the state of Montana, or
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its political subdivisiocns;

(2) mobile homes and motor homes;

(3) vehicles that are registered in accordance with _or
subject to 61-3-332{10)(c){i)(A), 61-3-411, or 61-3-421;

{4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of
10,000 pounds;

{5) trailers, semitrailers, tractors, buses,
motorcycles, guadricycles, and motor-driven cycles;

(6) special mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104;

(7) moator vehicles registered as part of a fleet under
61-3-318."

Section 3. section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-332. (Temporary) Number plates. (1} A motor
vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
guadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters “MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER”, one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars {including trucks and trailers) that

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word “DEALER", one

_‘_
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for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters “DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear

the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word

."DERLER", and one for special license plates. All markings

for the wvarious kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectionyj-and-it-shaii-mannfacture-the-newty
designed-number-ptates-for-tssuance-after-January——-iy--199%y
to-repiaces-at-renewai-as-required-in-61-3-3i2-and-61-3-31 45
nusbher--pitates--that-were-displayed-on-motor-vehicies—before
that-date.

(4} In the case of moctorcars and trucks, plates nust be
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of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on sueh the license plates, and the word "Montana®" and the
year must be placed across the plates. Such--registcration
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "“AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers, The distinctive régistration number or
letter—number combination asgigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated €from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is ugsed. The dimensions of sueh
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings provided in this section, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may

designate the prefix number for the various state

‘-.6_
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departments. All numbered piates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned™, and me a year number may

not be indicated ¢thereon on the plates because these

nusbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates reguires it.

{b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
*X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor wvehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with nusber one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number
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plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax—-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter *T" or the
word “TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
“TRY or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

{8) HNumber plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transﬁerred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or guadricycle-type vehicle.
Ne A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a numter plate under 61-3-317 and 6i-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; @Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergqus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 1l1; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;

-8-
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Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54:; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57. .

{10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except ccllegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as
provided in subsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who {8 eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special
license plates must be issued to national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterans, survivors aof the Pearl Harbor attack,

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed

.
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services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued a special license plate with a design or decal
displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall
issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a
certificate authorizing the department to igsue one set of
national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the
plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued a special license plate with a design or decal
displaying the following:— United States army reserve, AR
{symbcl); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United
States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States
marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding
officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to
each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate
authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member
shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming
ineligible to use them.

(c)y (i} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the
armed forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled

because of an injury that has been determined by the

-10-
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department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may,
upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued:

(A) a special license plate under this section with a
design or decal displaying the letters "DV"; or

{(B) any other plate that the disabled veteran is

eligible to receive under this section.

t%3(ii) The fee for original or renewal registration by
a 100% Adisabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $§5 and is in
lieun of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter.

t#¥¥y(iii) Special 1license plates issued to a disabled
veteran are not transferable to another person.

t+t+¥(iv) A disabled veteran 1s not entitled to a

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one

vehicle, |

tivy{v) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled
veteran's plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled
veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a
handicapped person's vehicle under this title.

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented

by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
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and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words “ex-prisoner of
wai“ or an abbreviation the department considers
appropriate.

(e) B©pon Except as provided in subsection (10){(c), upon

payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of
this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the
department that the applicant meets the requirements of this
subsection (e), the department shall issue to a Montana
resident whe is a veteran of the armed services of the
United States speclai license plates, for one motor vehicle
only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a suarvivor
of the Pearl BHarbor attack if the applicant was a member of
the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on
station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m.
to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of
Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles,
and received an honorable discharge from the Onited States
armed forces. If special license plates issued under this
subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of
the platesa is entitled to replacement plates upon request
and without charge.

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in

-12~-
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subsection (10)(£){i) if he the person was separated from
the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the depattmént. of his the person's gualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
nueber on each set. The plates must display:

{A) the word "VETERAN"™ and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or

(B} a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall issue them to gualified
veterans. The piates must be 'placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and ﬁust be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

(iii) Bmeh Except as provided in_subgection (10)(c}, a

veteran who receives special license plates under this
subsection (10)(f) is liable for payment of all taxes and

fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a
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special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of
$10. Upon an original application for a license uader this
subsection (10){f), the county treasurer shall:

{A) deposit 33 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

(B} remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and

{C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
State special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as
provided .in subsection (10)(f£)(ili)(C).

{g) A Montana resident who i3 eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
issued a special license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--gec. 4,
Ch. 654, L. 1989.)

61-3-332, (Effective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1) A
motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,

bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The

-14-
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number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorecycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "0D" or the
letter "U" and the word "“DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters “TR* and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV” or the letter "R" and the word
"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

{2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
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be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions ¢f this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shaii-manufacture-the-newity
designed-number-piates-for-issuance-after—danuary—-i7;--19935
to-repiaces-at-renewai-as-required-in-61~3-3i2-and-61-3-3345
number--piates--that-were-displayed-on—motoer-vehicies—-before
that-date.

{4) .In the case cof motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For
number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive border on sueh the
license plates, and the word "Montana®™ and the year must be
placed across the bottom of the plates. Such--registration
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

(5} The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "“AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively fcr each
series of plates. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and

appearing in horigontal order on the same horizontal

—16-
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baseline. The county number must bbe separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination iz used. The dimensions of auech
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

{6) For the use of tax-exewmpt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings in this section provided, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

{a} For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the wvarious state
departmenis. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and no a year number may

not be indicated thereon on the plates because these

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it,

- {b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated

by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty,
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there mugt be placeé on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
“X" or the word “EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word “"TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

(8) NRumber plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motercycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,

truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.

-18—
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Ne A registration or licensge Eee‘may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Misscula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 1l1; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselghell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud., 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; BSweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 4B: Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleunm,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
‘by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
nusber 57. '

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
6§1-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as
provided in subsection (5), except that the county number

must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
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designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
section, the s8pecial plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular 1license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
sale or other disposition of the wvehicle. The special
license plates must be issued to national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisiona:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued a special 1license plate with a design or decal
displaying the letters “NG". The adjutant general shall
issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a
certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of
national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the
plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them. '

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who i3 a resident of this state may
be issued a special 1license plate with a design or decal

displaying the folliowing: United States army reserve, AR

~20~
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{aymbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United
States air force reserve, AFR (Bymbol); and United States
marine corps reserve, MCR {globe and anchor). The commanding
officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to
each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate
authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member
shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming
ineligible to use them. )

(c) (i) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the
armed forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled
because of an injury that has been determined by the
department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may,
upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued: '

lél a special license plate under this section with a
design or decal displaying the letters "DV"; or

{B) any other plate that the disabled veteran_is

eligible to receive under this section.

¢3¥(ii}) The fee for original or renewal registration by
a 100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter.

ti¥4y(iii) Special license plates issued to a disabled

veteran are not transferable to another person.
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titiy{iv) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a

special disabled veteran‘'s license plate for more than one

vehicle,

tivy(v) A wvehicle 1lawfully displaying a disabled

veteran’'s plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled

veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a

handicapped person's vehicle under this title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words “ex-prisoner of
war® or an abbreviation the department considers

appropriate.

(e) Bwpen Except as provided in subsection (10){c), upon

payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of
this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the
department that the applicant meets the requirements of this
subsection (e), the department shall igsue toc a Montana
resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the
United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle
only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor‘
of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of

the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on

-22-
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station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m.
to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of
Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles,
and received an honorable discharge from the United States
armed forces. If special license plates issued under this
subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the reéipient of
the plates is entitled to replacement plates upon regquest
and withcout charge.

{E) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10)(f)(i)} if he the person was separated from
the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form preacribed by
the department, of héa the person's qualification under this
subgsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

{A) the word "“VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, OUnited States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the

application; or
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(B} a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

{(ii) Plates must be furnighed by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle,

{iii) Baeh Except as provided in subsection (10)(c), a

veteran who receives special license plates under this

subsection {10){f) is liable for payment of all taxes and

- fees reguired under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a

special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of
$10. Upon ar original application for a license under this
subsection {(10)(f), the county treasurer shall:

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of wmilitary affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as

provided in subsection (10){(f£)(iii){(C).

—-24-
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{g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
issued a special license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped person.”

Section 4. Section 61-3-452, MCA, is amended to read:

»$1-3-452. Disabled veterans' plates nontransferable.
The special license plates for disabled veterans issued
pursuant to 651-3-332(10)(c)(i){A) are not transferaple.”

Section 5. section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read:

*“61-3—-453. Disgsabled veterans' plates limited to one
auktomobile or truck —— personalized plates. (1) A disabled
veteran is- not entitled to special 1license plates for
disabled veterans under 61-3-332(10)(c}{i)(A) for more than
one passenger gutomobile or one truck up to and including 1
ton GVW-rated capacity.

(2) Upon submitting the application provided for in
61-3-405 and payment of the $25 fee provided for in
61-3-406, a disabled veteran must receive personalized

disabled veteran license plates.”
Section 6. section 61-3-454, MCA, is amended to read:
=61-3-454. Special parking privilege. A vehicle
lawfully displaying specially inscribed license plates

issued under 61-3-332(10)(c)(ij(A} and conveying a 100%

_25_

»

e o NS n e W

10
11
12
i3
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23

LC 0912/01

disabled veteran is entitled to the pé:king privileges
allowed a handicapped person’s vehicle under 49-4-302."

Section 7. Section 61-3-504, MCA, is amended to read:

*51-3-504. Computation of tax. (1) The amount of taxes
on a motor vehicle, other than an automobile, truck having a
rated capacity of 1 ton or less, motorcycle, quadricyclé.
motor home, travel trailer, camper, or mobile home, is
computed and determined by the county treasurer on the basis
of the 1levy of the year preceding the current year of
application for registration or reregistration.

(2) The amount of tax on an automobile or truck having
a rated capacity of 1 ton or less, except for vehicles owned
by disabled wveterans qualifying for special license plates
under 61-3-332(10)(c)(i)(A), and on a motorcycle or
guadricycle is 2% of the value determined under 61-3-503,

(3) The amount of tax on fleet vehicles subject to the
provisions of 61-3-318 is 1% of the value determined under
61-3-503.

{4) For all taxable motor vehicles, the amount of tax
is entered on the application form in a space provided

therefor."

HEW SECTION. Section B. Effective date. [This act] is
effective January 1, 1994.

~-End-



STATE QF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
: Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0256, as introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act providing that a 100% disabled veteran may pay the same fee for any special
license plate for which the disabled veteran is eligible as the disabled veteran would pay for a disabled veteran’s license
plate.

ASSUMPTIONS :

1. The language in the bill means that a disabled veteran can still purchase just one special plate at the $5 amount.

FISCAL IMPACT: No fiscal impact to the Department of Justice.
TECHNICAL NOTES: The bill is not clear as to whether a disabled veteran may purchase one or more than one plate at the $S

amount. If it is intended as more than one, counties would have a small loss of revenue.

(g ].25293

DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE HOWARD TOOLE, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE
Office of Budget and Program Planning
Fiscal Note for HB02%56, as introduced #82“
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

HOUSE BILL NQ, 256
INTRODUCED BY TOCLE, LARSON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A 100
PERCENT DISABLED VETERAN MAY PAY THE SAME FEE FOR ANY

MILITARY~RELATED SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE FOR WHICH THE

DISABLED VETERAN IS ELIGIBLE AS THE DISABLED VETERAN WOULD
PAY FOR A DISABLED VETERAN'S LICENSE PLATE; AMENDI NG
SECTIONS 49-4-302, 61-3-313, 61-3-332, 61-3-452, 61-3-453,
61-3-454, AND 6£1-3-504, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED
EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE QOF TEE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 49-4-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"49-4-302. Privileges of permitholder —- privilege for
disabled veteran -— exemptions from time limits -
requirements for sapecial parking spaces. (1) The parking
permit issded under this part, when displayed, entitles a
person to park a motor vehicle in special parking spaces
reserved for handicapped persons whether on public property
or on private property available for public use.

(2) No vehicle other than one lawfully displaying a
parking permit issued under this part or one displaying a
distinguishing handicapped person's licende plate or placard

igsued by a foreign jurisdiction conferring the same parking
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privileges as conferred in subsection (1) and conveying a
handicapped person or one displaying a specially inscribed
license plate issued under 61-3-332(10)(c){i}(a) and
conveying a 100% disabled veteran may be parked in a parking
space on public or private property that is clearly
identified by an official sign as being reserved for use by
handicapped persons.

{3) The governing body of a city, town, Oor county may
exempt vehicles lawfully displaying parking permits issued
under this part and vehicles lawfully displaying specially
inscribed license plates issued under 61-3-332(10)(c)(i){A)
and parked in public places along public streets from any
time limitation imposed upon parking in such area except in
areas where:

(a} stopping, standing, or parking of all wvehicles is
prohibited;

(b) only special vehicles may be parked;-.or

(c} parking is not allowed during specific periods of
the day in order to accommodate heavy traffic.

(4) 1In accordance with subsection (2), the governing
body of a city, town, or county or appropriate state agency
may impose all, but npt less than all, of the following
requirements with respect to any special parking space
constructed after September 30, 1985, and reserved for

handicapped persans or permithclders on ways of this state

-2 HB 256
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open to the public as defined in 61-8-~101:

(a) The space must be located on a smooth, level
surface as near as practicable to building entrances or
walkways that have curb cuts and appropriately designed
ramps and access lanes toc accommodate wheelchairs.

{b) If parallel to curbside, the parking space must be
separated from an adjacent space, either in the front or the
rear, by at least 5 feet of striped no-parking area.

{c) If at an angle to curbside, the parking space must
be at least 8 feet wide and free of obstruction if located
at the end of a line of angle parking spaces, and each other
angle parking space designated for handicapped persons must
be at least 13 feet wide.

{d) A parking space reserved for handicapped persans
must be designated by a sign showing the international
symbol o©of accessibility and indieating that a permit is
required, The sign must be attached to a wall or post in
such a way that it is not obscured by a vehicle parked in

the space.*

Section 2. section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered registration.
For purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 “vehicle” means
any motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102 subject to annual
registraticon in this state except:

(1) wvehicles owned or leased and operated by the
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government of the United States, of the state of Montana, or
its political subdivisions;

(2) mobile homes and motor homes;

(3) vehicles that are registered in accordance with or
subject to 61-3-332(10)(c){i}(A), 61-3-411, or 61-3-42};

(4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of
10,000 pounds;

{5) trailers, semitrailers, tractors, buses,
motorcycles, quadricycles, and motor-driven cycles;

{6) special mobile eguipment as defined in 61-1-104;

{7) motor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under
61-3-318."

Section 3. Section 6§1-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-332, (Temporary) MNumber plates. (1) A motor
vehicle that is driven wupon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehiclies of the motarcycle orx
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters “MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars {including trucks and trailers) or

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that

-4- HB 256



oW

~l

10
11
12
i3
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0256,/02

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in wused motorcars only {including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the ward "DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "“DTR" or the letters “TR" and the word
“DEALER", one for dealers in recreaticnal vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters “RV" or the letter "R" and the word
“DEALER", and one for gpecial license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

(2} All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
Eor a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not iésued. the department shall provide nonremavable

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must

be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shaii-manufpcecure-the-newiy
deaigned--number—--piates-for-issuance-after—Janvary-7-19931;
to-repiacer—at-renewai-as-required-in-6i1-3-3i2-and-61-3-3145
number-pintes-that-were-dispiayed-on-metor--vehicies--before

that-date,
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(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be
of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on such the license plates, and the word “Montana" and the
year must be placed across the plates. Such-registratien
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number cone or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter—-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings provided in this section, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may

-6- HB 256



["- N - - N - Y

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0256/02

deaignate the prefix number for the variocus state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and no a year number may

not be indicated ¢thereem on the plates because these

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it.

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on 1loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
countiee in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
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department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter “T" or the
word “TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the 1letters
“"TR* or the word “"TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC"™ or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

(8) Number plates issued to a.passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or gquadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or guadricycle-type vehicle.
No A registration or license fee may not be assessed upeon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335,

{(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as Ffollows:
Silver Bow, 1; cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Miasoula, 4:
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Ferqus, 8:
Powder River, 9; <Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hiil, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Tooie, 21; Big

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,

-8- HB 256
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26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41:; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56, Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning Hith the
number 57.

{10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numberegd as
provided in subsection {5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must be remaved upon
pale or other disposition of the wvehicle. The special
license plates must be issued toc national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
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veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

{a}) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be 1issued a special 1license plate with a design or decal
displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall
issue to each active member of the Montana naticnal guard a
certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of
national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the
plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

{(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued a special 1license plate with a design or decal
displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR
{symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United
States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States
marine corps reserve, MCR {(glaobe and anchor). The commanding
officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to
each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate
autheorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member
shall surrender the plates to the department upon becowming
ineligible to use them.

{c) (i) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the

armed forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled

-10- HB 256
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because o©of an injury that has been determined by the
department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may,
upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued:

(A} a special license plate under this section with a
design or decal displaying the letters "DV"; or

(B) ONE SET OF any other piate MILITARY-RELATED PLATES

that the disabled veteran is eligible to receive under this

section.

t&3(ii) The fee for criginal or renewal registration by
a 100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter.

tx&¥(iii) Special license plates isgued to a disabled
veteran are not transferable to another person.

t&t+y(iv) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one

vehicle.

tivy({v) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled
veteran's plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled
veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a
handicapped person's vehicle under this'title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held
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prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of
war" or an abbreviation the department consgiders
appropriate.

(e} ©pen Exc:pt as provided in subsection (10){c), upon

payment of all taxes and Eees required by parts 3 and 5 of
this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the
department that the applicant meets the requirements of this
subsection (e), the department shall issue tc a Montana
resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the
United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle
only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor
of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of
the United States armed forces on December 7, 1841, was on
station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m.
to 9:45 a.m. [(Hawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of
Oahu, or cffshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles,
and received an honorable discharge from the United States
armed forces. If special license plates issued under this
subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of
the plates is entitled to replacement plates upon request
and without charge.

() A motor wvehicle owner and resident of this state

-12- HB 256
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who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10){£f)(i) if he the person was separated from
the armed services  under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

{i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the person's gualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in 1lieun
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in seés of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(A} the word “VETERAN* and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or A

{B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

{ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall issue them to gqualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

{iii) Back Except as provided in subsectign (10)(c), a

veteran who receives special 1license plates under this
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subsection (10)(f) is liable for payment of all taxes and
fees reqguired under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a
special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of
$10. Upon an original application for a license under this
subsection (10)(f), the county treasurer shall:

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

{B) remit 51 for deposit in the state general fund; and

{C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

{iv} Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special Eee as
provided in subsection (10){(£}(iii)(C).

(g} A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
igsued a special 1license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4,
Ch. 654, L. 1989.)

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1) A

motor vehicle that is driven upcn the streets or highways of
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Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the diatinctive number assigned the vehicle. The

number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of

motorcars, cne for owners of moter vehicles of the -

motorcycle or gquadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
qguadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters “MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word “DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "“DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or gemitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters *"RV" or the letter "R" and the word
“DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

{2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,

and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates

-15— HB 256

B W N

@ =~ & uw;

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0256/02

are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate reglistration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall c¢reate a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shaii-manufacture-the-newty
designed--number-—piates-for-issuance-after-danunary-17-19917
to-repltacer-at-renewail-as-required-in-61-3-3i2-and-61-3-314r
nunber-piates-that-were-dispiayed-on-motor—-vehieies--before
that-date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. For
number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive border on sueh the
license plates, and the word “Montana® and the year must be
placed across the bottom of the plates. Such-registration
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

(53) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combinaticn, such
as "A 1™ or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each
series of plates. The distinctive registration number or

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
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appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of sueh
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of egual
height,

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor wvehicles, in
addition to the markings in this section provided, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

{(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix nuamber fér the various sBtate
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned™, and ne a year number may
not be indicated thereen on the plates because these
numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it.

(b) FPor vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan

from the United States government or the state of Montana
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to, or owned by, the civil air patrcl and used and operated
by officials and employees therecf in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigatiocon districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehiclea of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter “T" or the
word ™TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER™ on plates aasigned to trailers
and hOusetraile;s. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the mot;rcycle or
guadricycle type.

{8) Number plates issued tc a passenger car, truck,

trailer, or wvehicle of the motorcycle or gquadricycle type
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may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle,
No A registration or license fee may not be asseassed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335,

{9} For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as fcllows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, S; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; #Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18: Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Tocle, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49%; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as
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provided in subsection (%), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject tc the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special
licengse plates must be issued to national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled wveterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued a special license plate with a design or decal
displaying the 1letters “NG", The adjutant general shall
issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a
certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of
national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the
plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal
displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR
{symbol); United States naval reserve, NR {anchor); United
States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States
marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding
officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to
each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate
authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member
shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming
ineligible to use them.

{c) (i} A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the
armed forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled
because of an injury that has been determined by the
department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may,
upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued;

(A) a special license plate under this section with a
design or decal displaying the letters *"DV"; or

(B) ONE SET OF any other piate MILITARY-RELATED PLATES

that the disabled veteran is eligible to receive under this

section.

tt¥(ii} The fee for original or renewal registration by
a 100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all octher fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
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chapter.

t#4¥(iii) Special 1license plates issued to a disabled
veteran are not transferable to another person.

titiy(iv) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one

vehicle.

tivy{v) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled
veteran's plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled
veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a
handicapped person's vehicle under this title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran‘s service record, may upon application
and pregentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words “ex-prisoner of
war" or an abbreviation the department considers
appropriate.

{(e) HYpon Except as provided in subsection (10)(c}, upon

payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of
this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the
department that the applicant meets the reguirements of this
subsection (e), the department 5hall issue to a Montana
resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the

United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle
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only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor
of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of
the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on
station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:5%% a.m.
to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of
Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles,
and received an honorable discharge from the United States
armed forces. If special license plates issued under this
subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of
the plates 1is entitled to replacement plates upon request
and without charge.

{£) A motor vehicle owner and resident of Lthis state
who is a veteran Of the armed services of the United States
may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10)(f)(i) if he the person was separated from
the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

{i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the person's qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(A) the word “VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the

United States army, United States navy, United States air
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force, United States marine corpas, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or

{B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall iasue them to qualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

{iil) Bach Except as provided in subsection {(10%{c), a

veteran who receives special 1license plates under this
subsection (10){(f) is 1liable for payment of all taxes and
fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a
speciai veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of
$10. Upon an original application for a license under this
subsection (10)(f), the county treasurer shall:

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

(8) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state

veterans' cemetery.
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{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as

provided in subsection {10)(E){iii)(C).

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a -

special parking permit wunder 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
issued a special license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symhol of

the handicapped person.”
Section 4. section 61-3-452, MCA, is amended to read:
*$1-3-452. Disabled veterans' plates nontransferable.
The special license plates for disabled veterans issued

pursuant to 61-3-332{(10)(c){i)(A) are not transferable."

Section 5. section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-453. Dipabled veterans' plates 1limited to one
automobile or truck —- personalized plates. {1) A disabled
veteran is not entitled to special license plates for
disabled veterans under 61-3-332(10)(c){i}(A) for more than
one passenger automobile or one truck up to and including 1
ton GVW-rated capacity.

{2) Upon submitting the application provided for in
61-3-405 and payment of the $§25 fee provided for in
61-3-406, a disabled veteran must receive personalized

disabled veteran license plates.”

Section 6. section 61-3-454, MCA, is amended to read:
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“61-3-454. Special parking privilege. A vehicle
lawfully displaying specially inscribed license plates
issued wunder 61-3-332(10)(c){i)(A) and conveying a 100%
disabled veteran 1is entitled to the parking privileges

allowed a handicapped person's vehicle under 49-4-302."

Section 7. section 61-3-504, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-504. Computation of tax. (1) The amount of taxes
on a motor vehicle, other than an automobile, truck having a
rated capacity of 1 ton or less, motorcycle, quadricycle,
motor home, travel trailer, camper, or mcbile home, is
computed and determined by the county treasurer on the basis
of the levy of the year preceding the current year of
application for registration or reregistration.

(2) The amount of tax on an automobile or truck having
a rated capacity of 1 ton or less, except for vehicles owned
by disabled veterans qualifying for special license plates
under 61-3-332(10)(c) (i) (A}, and on a wmotorcycle or
guadricycle is 2% of the value determined under 61-3-503.

{3) The amount of tax on fleet vehicles subject to the
provigions of 61-3-318 is 1% of the value determined under
61-3-5013.

(4) For all taxable motor vehicles, the amount of tax
is entered on the application form in a space provided

therefor.”

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act) is
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HOUSE BILL NO. 256
INTRODUCED BY TOOLE, LARSON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A 100
PERCENT DISABLED VETERAN MNAY PAY TBE SAME FEE FOR ANY
MILITARY-RELATED SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE FOR WHICH THE

DISABLED VETERAN IS ELIGIBLE AS THE DISABLED VETERAN WOULD
PAY POR A DISABLED VETERAN'S LICENSE PLATE; AMERDING
SECTIONS 49-4-302, 61-3-313, 61-3-332, 61-3-452, 61-3-453,
61-3-454, AND 61-3-504, HMCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED
EFFECTIVE DATE.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 49-4-302, MCA, is amended to read:

“49-4-302. Privileges of permitholder — privilege for
disabled veteran -— ezemptions from time limits —-
requirements for sepeclal parking spaces. (1) The parking
permit issued under this part, when displayed, entitles a
pergon to park a motor vehicle in special parking spaces
reservad for handicapped parsons whether on public property
ar on private property available for public use.

{2) No vehicle other than one lawfully displaying a
parking permit issued under this part or one displaying a
distinguishing handicapped person's license plate or placard

issued by a foreign jurisdiction conferring the same parking
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privileges as conferred in subsection (1) and conveying a
handicapped person or one displaying a specially inscribed
license plate issued under 61-3-332{10)(c)(i){A} and
conveying a 100% disabled veteran may be parked in a parking
space on public or private property that is clearly
identified by an official sign as being reserved for usme by
handicappgd peraons.

{3) The governing body of a city, town., or county may
exempt vehicles lawfully displaying parking permits issued
under this part and vehicles lawfully displaying specially
inscribed license plates issued under 61-3-332{10){c)(i)(A)
and parked in public places along public streets from any
time limitation imposed upon parking in such area except in
areas where: 7

(a) stopping, standing, or parking of all vehicles is
prohibited;

(b) only special vehicles may be parked; or

(c) parking is not allowed during specific periods of
the day in order to accommodate heavy traffic.

(4} In accordance with subsection (2), the governing
pody of a city, town, or county or appropriate state agency
may impose all, but not less than all, of the following
requirements with respect to any special parking space
constructed after September 30, 198%, and reserved for

handicapped persons or permitholders on ways of this state
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THIRD READING



L I R T T T S N

ur
(-2

11
12
13
14
15

16

17
i8
13

20
2
22
23
24
25

HB 0256/02

open to the public as defined in 61-8-101:
{a) The space must be located on a smooth, level

surface as near as practicable to building entrances or

‘walkways that have curb -cuts and appropriately designed

ramps and access lanes to accommodate wheelchairs.

(b) If parallel to curbside, the parking space must be
separated from an adjacent space, either in the front or the
rear, by at least 5 feet of striped no-parking area.

{c) IEf at an angle to curbside, the parking space must
be at least 8 feet wide and free of obstruction if located
at the end 6f a line of angle parking spaces, and each othe:
angle parking space designated for handlcapbed persons must
be at least 13 feet wide.

{d) A parking space reserved for handicapped persons
must be designated bf a sign showing the international
symbol of accessibility and indicating that a perait is
required. The sign must be attached to a wall or post in
such a way that it is not obscured by a vehicle parked in
the space.”

Section 2. Section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read:

*$1-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered registration.
Por purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 “vehicle® means
any motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102 subject to annual
registration in this state except:

(1) vehicles owned or leased and operated by the
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government of the United States, of the state of Montana, or
its political subdivislions;

{2) w=obile homes and motor homes;

{3) vehicles that are registered in accordance with or
subiject td 61-3-332(10)(c)(i)(A), 61-3-411, or 61-3-421;

{4) truéka exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of
10,000 pounds;

{5) trailers, semitrajilers, tractors, buses,
motorcycles, quadricycles, and motor-driven cycles;

(6) special mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104;

(7) motor vehicles registered am part of a Fleet under
61-3-318."

Section 3. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

'61;3—332. {Temporary) Number plates. (1) A motor
vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vepicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: aone series for owneras of
motarcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
-oto;cycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealeras 1in vehicles of the'-otorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD™ or
the letters "HC" and the word "DEALER®, one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or

new and used sotorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
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bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word “DEALER"™, one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks

and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the

letter "U" and the word “DEALER", one for dealers in °

trailers and/or semitrailers (new or wused) that bear the
distinctive letters *“DTR"™ or the letters “TR" and the word
“DEALER", cne for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word
“DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers’ plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

({2) A1l number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not iésued. the department shall provide nonremovable

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must

be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject ta the provisione of this section, the
departsent shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shali-manufacture-the-newiy
designed--number—-piates-for-isauance-after—-danvary-ir-1991y
to-replacery-at-renewal-an-required-in-61-3-332-and-631-3-314y
number-piates—-that-were-displayed-on-motor—-vehicles-—-before

that-date.
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{(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates sust be
of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on suech the license plates, and the word "Montana"™ and the
year must be placed across the plates, Such-registration
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and .
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a sepération mark unless
a letter-numbher combination is used, The dimensions of sueh
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

{6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings provided in this section, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

{a} For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
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denignate the prefix number for the wvarious state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words ;State Owned”, and re a year number may
ngt be indicated thereen on the plates because these
numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates reguires it.

(b) For vehicies that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organi:ea under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employeen thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the lihe of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with nusber one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
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departsent only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

(7) On all number plates asasigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word “TRUCK" on plates assigned to.trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word “TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailerg
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycie type. .

{8) Number plates issued to a.passenqer car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger Car,
truck, trailer, or motorcyclé- or quadricycle-type wvehicle.
No A registration or licenge fee may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335,

{9) PFor the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state aré assigned numbers as follows;
Silver Bow, 1l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, S; Gallafin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8:
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20: Toole, 21; Big

Horn, 22; Musgelshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
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26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29%; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stilluﬁter, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; MNcCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwa;e:, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleunm,
55; Lincoln, 5&6. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

{10) Bach type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as
provided in subsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonresovable design or decal
designating the group or»organ}zation to which the applicant
belongs. Uﬁless otherwise specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular 1license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
sale or other dispoeition of the vehicle. The speclial
license plates must be issued to national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservisgts,

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack.
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veterans oOf the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisionsQ

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be isgued a special license plate with a design or decal
digplaying the letters T"HG". The adjutant general shall
issue to each active member of the Montana natiocnal guard a
certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of
national gquard plates, and the member shall surrender the
plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America whc is a resident of this state may
be 1imsued a special license plate with a design or decal
displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR
(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR [anchor); United
States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and UnitedA States
marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding
officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to
each eligible wember of the reserve unit a certificate
authoriz#nq the issuance of cne set of'plates. The member
shall surrender the plates tco the department upon becoming
ineligible to use them.

{c) (i) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the

armed forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled
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because of an injury that has been determined by the
department of veterans affairs to be gervice-connected may,
upon presentation to the dep-rt-.ntrot proof of the 100%
disability. be issued;

{A) & special license plate under this section with a
design or decal displaying the letters “DV*; or

{B) ONE _ SET OF any other piate MILITARY-RELATED PLATES

that the disabled veteran is eligible to receive under this

section.

t¥(1ii} The fee for original or renewal registration by

a 100% digsabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck.

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $% and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter. A

t4#4y(iii) Special license plates issued to a disabled

veteran are not transferable to another person.

tiddy(iv) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a .

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than cne

vehicle.

tévy(v] A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled
veteran's plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled
veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a
handicapped person's vehicle under thtshtltle.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and was captured and held
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prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documentad
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of
war”® or an abbreviation the department conaiders
appropriate.

(e) Upon Except as provided in subsection {10){(c), upon

payment of all taxes and fees required By parts 3 and 5 of
this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the

department that the applicant meets the requirements of this

- subsection {(e), the department shall issue to a Montana

resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the
United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle
only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor
of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of
the United 8States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on
station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m.
to 9:45 a.m. (Hawali time) at Pearl Barﬁor, the island of
Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 wmiles,
and received an honorable discharge from the United States
armed forces. If special license plates issued under this
subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of
the plates is entitled to replacement plates upon request
and without charge.

{£) A motor vehicle ‘owner and resident of this state
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who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in
gsubgsection (10)(E){1) if he Lhe person vas separated from
the armed services - under other than dishonorable
circumatances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

(i} Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the person's qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in 1lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in seﬁs of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(M) the word “VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the
Onited States army, United States navy, United 6&tates air
force, OUnited States wmarine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or )

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

{ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who sShall lssue them to qualified
veterans., The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle,

(11i) Bach Except as provided in subsection (10){c}, a

veteran who receives Bspecial license plates under this
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subsection (10)(f) is liable for paysent of all tazes and

‘fees required under parts 3 and 4 of thiam chapter and a

special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of
$10. Upon an original application for a license under this
subsection {(10}(f), the county treasurer shali:

(A) deponit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

{B) remit $1 for deposit in the atate general fund; and

(C) deposit the remainder of the Bpecial fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee aa
provided in subsection (18)(f)(iii)(C).

(g} A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
;ppllcntion on a form prescribed by the department, be
issued a special license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4,
Ch. 654, L. 1989.)

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1) A

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
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Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 secies: one seriei for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trallers, one Eor
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCbD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (inciuding trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter “D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailera) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word “DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that beir the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R"™ and the word
"DEALER", and one for gpecial license plates. All markings
for the varicus kinds of dealers®’ plates must be placed on
the number plates asgigned thereto in the position that the
departeent designates.

{2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,

and be furnished by the state. In years wvhen number plates
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are not issued, the departaent shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that mmst
be affixed to the license plates in use.

. (3) Subject to the provisions of this asection, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shail-manufacture-the-newky
designed--number--piates-for-issvance-after-dJannary-17-1991y
te-repiacer-at-renewai-as-required-in-61-3-312-and-61-3-334y
number-plates-that~were-dispiayed-on-metor-—-vehicies—-before
that-date.

{4} In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates

. must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length., Por

number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive border on sueh the
licenae plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be
placed across the bottom of the plates. Such-regiatration
Régistration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

(5)' The distinctive regia(ration nupbers must begin
with a nunbér one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each
series of plates. The distinctive registration number or

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
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appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county nuaber must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter—number combination is used. The dimensions of sueh
numerals .and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of egual
height,

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings in this section provided, number
piatea aust bear the following distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state,vthe department may
designate the prefix number for the wvarious state
departments. All numbered plates issued to atate departmenta
must bear the words "State Owned®, and ne a year number may
not be indicated thereon on _the plates because these
numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it.

(b) Yor vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and achool
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan

from the United States government or the state of Montana
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to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty,
there wmust be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X* or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates amssigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts sitvated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax—-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word “TRUCK" on plates aemigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word "TRAILER"” on plates assigned to tLtrailers
and housetrlilc;l. The letters "MC"™ or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the notarcycle or
quadricycle type.

(8)‘ Number plates issuved to a passenger car, trucg.

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type

-18- HB 256



W m oW v s W N e

-
-~ o

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
4
25

HP 0256/02

may be transferred only to a replacemsnt passeager car,
truck, traller, or motorcycle- or gquadricycle-type vehicle.
Ne A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

{9) Por the purpose of this chapter, tha several

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Migsoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison., 25: Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Pallon, 3%; Sweet Grass, 40; MNMcCohe, d41; Carter, 42:
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral., 54; Petroleun,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the depatt-nnt as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

{10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate licease plate; authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate séries of plates, numbered as
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provided in subsection (5}, except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the qréup ar organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless othervise specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the [ssuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who isx eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special
license plates must be issued to national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who vere awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued a special license plate with4 a design or decal
displaying the Jletters ™"NG", The adjutant general shall
issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a
certificate authorlizing the department to issue one set of
national guard plates, and the sember shall surrender the

plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use

"them.

(b} An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
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be issued a special license plate with a design or decal
displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR
[symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United
States air Cforce réserve, AFR (symbol); and United States
marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding
officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall issue to
each eligible member of the regerve unit a certificate
authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member
shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming
ineligible to use thesm.

{c) (i) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the
armed forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled
because of an injury that has been determined by the
departsent of veterans affairs to be mervice-connected may,
upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued;

{A) a special 1license plate under this section with a

design or decal displaying the letters "DV"; or

(B) ONE SET OF any other piste MILITARY-RELATED PLATES
that the disabled veteran is eligible to receive under this

section.

ti3(ii) The fee for original or renewal registration by
a 1008 disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GUW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
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chapter.

tt4y(iii) Special license plates issued to a disabled
veteran are not tranaferable to another person,

ttti¥{iv) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one

vehicle.

tivy(v) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled
veteran‘s plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled
veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a
handicapped person’'s vehicle under this title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the'vetetan's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of

war" or an abbreviation the department conaiders

appropriate.

(e) Hpen Except as provided in subsection (10)(c), upon

payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of
this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the
department that the applicant meets the requirements of this
subsection (e}, the department shall issue to a Montana
resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the

United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle
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only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor
of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of
the United Btates armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on
station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m.

to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of

Qahu, or offshore at a distance of not more than 3 miles,

and received an honorable discharge from the United States
armed forces. If special license plates iasued under this
aubsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated; the recipient of
the plates is entitled to réplncuient platea upon request
and without charge.

{f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in

_ subsection ([10}){f){i) if he the person was separated from

the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

(i} Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the daplttient. of hia the person's qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
nusber on each set. The plates must display:

(A) the word "VETERAN" and a asymbol signifying the

United States army, United States navy, United States air
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force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application: or '

(B) .a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall ispue them to gualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on- the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of ‘the
wehicle.

{iii) Baeh Except as provided in sybsection (10){c}, a

veteran who receives special license plates under this
subsection (10)(£) is 1liable for payment of all taxes and
fees required under parts 3 and 4 .of this chapter and a
special vetéran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of
$10. Upon an original application for a license under this
subsection (10)(f), the county treasurer shall:

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

(B} remit 51 for deposit in the state general fund; and

{C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state

veterans' cemetery.
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{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as
provided in subsection llullf)(iii)(C).

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a

special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written

application on a form prescribed by  the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped perscn.”
Section 4. section 61-3-452, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-452. Disabled veterans' plates nontransferable.
The special license plates for disabled veterans issued
pursuant to 61-3-332(10)(c){i}(A) are not transferable."
Section 5. Section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-453. Disabled veterans' plates limited to one
automobile or truck —— personaliszed blatel. (1) A disabled
ﬁeteran is not entitled to special license plates for
disabled veterans under 61-3-332(10)(c) (i) (A} for more than
one passenger automobile or one truck up to and including 1
ton gWi-rated capacity.

{2) Upon pubmitting the "application provided for in

61-3-405 and payment of the $25 fee provided for in

61-3-406, a disabled veteran must receive personalized

disabled veteran license plates.”

Section 6. section 51-3-454, MCA, is amended to read:
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“61-3-454. Special parking privilege. A vehicle
lawfully displaying specially inscribed license plates
iiiued under 61-3-332(10)(c)(i){A) and conveying a 100%
disabled veteran is entitled to the parking privileges
allowed a handicapped person's vehicle under 49-4-302."

Section 7. Section 61-3-504, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-504. Computation of tax. (1) The amount of taxes
on a motor vehicle, other than an automobile, truck having a
rataed capacity of 1 ton or less, motorcycle, quadricycle,
mator home, travel trailer, Cawper, ot moblile homa, is
computed and determined by the county treasurer oa the basis
of the levy of the year precedihé the current year of
application for registration or reregistration.

(2) The amount of tax on an automobile or truck having
a rated capacity of 1 ton or less, except far vehicles owned
by disabled veterana gualifying for special license plates
under 61-3-332(10)(c) (1} (A), and on a motorcycle or
quadricycle is 2% of the value determined under 61-3-503.

{3} The amount of tax on fleet vehicles subject ﬁo the
provisions of 61-3-318 is 1% of the value determined under
61-3-503.

{4) For all taxable motor vehicles, the amount of tax
is entered on the application form in a space provided

therefor.”

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act] is
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effective January 1, 1994.

-End-
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BOUSE BILL NO. 256
INTRODUCED BY TOOLE, LARSOW

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A 100
PERCENT UDISABLED VETERAN MAY PAY THE BSAME FEE FOR ANY
MILITARY-RELATED SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE FOR WHICH THE

DISABLED VETERAN IS BLIGIBLE AS THE DISABLED VETERAN WOULD
PAY PFPOR A DISABLED VETERAN'S LICENSE PLATE; AMENDING
BECTIONS 49-4-302, 61-3-313, 61-3-332, 61-3-452, 61-3-453,
61-3-454, AND 61-3-504, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DRELAYED
EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 49-4-302, MCA, is amended to read:

*49-4-302. Privileges of permitholder —— privilege for
disabled veteran -— exemptions from time limits —
requirements for special parking spaces. (1) The parking
permit issued under this part, when displayed, entitles a
person to park a motor vehicle in special parking spaces
reserved for handicapped persons whether on public property
Qr on private property available for public use.

{2) MNo vehicle other than one lfvfully displaying a
parking permit issued under this part or one displaying a
distinguishing handicapped person‘s license plate or placard

imsued by a foreign jurisdiction conferring the same parking
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privileges as conferred in subsection (1) and conveying a
handicapped person or one displaying a specially inscribed
license plate issued under 61-3-332(10)}(c)[i){A} and
conveying a 100% disabled veteran may be parked in a parking
space on public or private property that is clearly
identified by an official sign as being reserved for use by
handicapped persons,

{3} The governing body of a city, town, or county may
exempt vehicles lawfully displaying parking permits ismsued
under this part and vehicles lawfully displaying specially
inscribed 1license plates lessued under 61-3-332(10)(c)[i)(A}
and parked in public places along public streets tfo- any
time limitation imposed upon parking in such area except in
areas where:

{a) stopping, standing, or parking of all vehiclea is
prohibited;

{b) only special vehicles may be parked; or

(c) parking is not allowed during specific periods of
the day in order to accommodate heavy traffic.

(4) In accordance with subsection (2), the governing
body of a city, town, or county or appropriate state agency
may impose all, but not less than all, of the following
requirements with respect to any special parking space
constructed after September 30, 1985, and reserved for

handicapped perscns or permitholders on ways of this state
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open to the public as defined in 61-B-101:

{a} The space wmust be located on a smooth, level
surface as near as practicable to building entrances or
walkways that have curb éuts and appropriately designed
ramps and access lanes to accommodate wheelchairs.

ib) 1f parallel to curbside, the parking space must be
separated Erom an adjacent space, either in the front or the
rear, by at least 5 feet of striped no-parking area.

{c) 1If at an angle to curbside, the parking space must
be at least 8 feet wide and free of cbstruction if located
at the end of a line of angle parking spaces, and each other
angle parking space designated for handicapped persons must
be at least 13 feet wide.

{d) A parking space reserved for handicapped persons
must be designated by a sign showing the interpational
symbol of accessibility and indicating that a permit is
required. The sign must be attached to a wall or post in
such a way that it is not obscured by a vehicle parked in

the space.”
Section 2. section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered registration.
Por purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 "vehicle" means

any motor vehicle as defined in $§1-1-102 subject to annual

registration in this state except:

{1) wvehicles owned or leased and operated by the

-3- HB 256
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government of the United States, of the state of Montana, or
ite political subdivisions;

{2) mobile homes and motor homes;

{31) wehicles that are regiatered in accordance with or
subject to 61-1-332(10)(c){i}(A}, 61-3-411, or 6)-3-421;

{4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of
10,000 pounds;

{5) trailers, pemitrailers, tractors. buses,
motorcycles, guadricycles, and motor-driven cycles;

{6) apecial mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104;

(7) motor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under
61-3-318.* -

Section 3. section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-332. (Temporary) Number plates. (1) A motor
vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one Eor owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or

new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
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bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters “UD* or the
letter "U" and the word “DEALER", one far dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters “DTR” or the letters “TR™ and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word
"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

{2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not jsgsued, the department shall provide nonremovable

stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must

be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new deaign for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shaii-manufacture-the-newly
designed--nuaber--piates-for-issuance-afeer-Janunary-17-1991,
te«repi-eey—ut-rénew-l-as—required-in-ﬁi—a—aii—lnd-si—a—aiiy
nosber-plates-that-were-dispiayed-on-moter--vehielea--before

that-date,

~5- HB 256

YV @ NN R W N e

[ I R ]
W oa WwoN G

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

BB 0256/02

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be
of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on sueh the license plates, and the word "Montana™ and the
year must be placed across the plates. Such-registration
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and A
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of suech
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6} For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings provided in this section, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

(a) PFor vehicles owned by the state, the department may

-6- HB 256
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designate the prefix number for the various state
departments., All numbered plates issued to atate departments
must bear the words “"State Owned*, and no a year number may
not be indicated thereon on the plates because these
numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it.

(b} PFor vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
digtricts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and uged and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a peosition that the department may designate, the letter
"X* or the word “EXEMPT", Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to wmotor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a

permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
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department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucka and
tax—exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word “TRUCK"™ on plates assigned to-trucks and the letters
"TR™ or the word “TRAILER" on plates assigned to trallers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

(8) Number plates issued to a.passenger car, truck,
trailer. or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type wvehicle.
We A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335,

(9) For the purpose of Lthis chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as Follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallaéin, 6; Flathead, 7; Ferqus, B8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillipa, 1I1; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 1l4; Lake, 15; Dawson., 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 24¢; Toole, 21; Big

Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
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26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Romebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 315; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Graas, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, i8; Park,IIB; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
§1; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, $3; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, S6. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, must ba a geparate series of plates, numbered as
provided in subsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwvise s=specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are Bubject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and muat be removed upon
sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The gpecial
licenge plates must be issued to national guard members,
tormer prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,

disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
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veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart wedal, who comply
with the following provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued a special license plate with a deaign or decal
displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall
issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a
certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of
national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the
plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

(b} An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued a special license plate with a design or decal
displaying the following: United States army reserve, AR
(symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor); United
States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States
marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding
officer of each armed forces resecve unit shall issue to
each eligible mewber of the reserve unit a certificate
authorizing the issuvance of one get of plates. The member
shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoaing
ineligible to use them.

{c) (i) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the

armed forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled
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because of an injury that has been determined by the
department of veterans affairs to be service-connected may,
upon presentation to the dJdepartment of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued;

{(A) @& special license plate uynder this section with a
design or decal displaying the letters "DV"; or

{B} ONE SET OF any other piate MILITARY-RELATED PLATES

that the disabled veteran is eligible to receive under this

section.

¢4¥(ii) The f£fee for original or renewal registration by

a 100t disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck.

with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter.

t4+43(fii} Special license plates issued ta a disabled
veteran are not transferable to another person.

tiétt}{iv) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a

special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one

vehicle.

ttvi{v) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled
veteran's plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled
veteran is entitled to the parking privileges allowed a
handicapped person's vehicle under this title. .

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed

Eorces of the Unlted States and was captured and held
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prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be lssued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of
war® or an abbreviation the department considers

appropriate.

{e) WUpoen Except as provided in b tion {10){c}), upon

payment of all taxes and fees required By partg 3 and S5 of
this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the
department that the applicant meets the reguirementsa of this
subsection (e), the department shall issue to a Montana
resident whe is a veteran of the armed services of the
United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle
only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor
of the Pear]l Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of
the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on
station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:5% a.m.
to 9:45 a.m, (Hawaii time) at Peari Harbor, the island of
Oahu, or offshore at a diatance of not more than 3 miles,
and received an honorable discharge from the United States
armed forces. If special license plates issued under this
subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the recipient of
the plates is entitled Lo replacement plates upon reguest
and without charge.

{E) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state
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who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be iesued license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10)(£){i) if he the person was separated from
the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

{i}] Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the person's qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in seﬁs of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(A) the word “VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

{li) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

{iii) Baeh Except as provided in subsection (10)(c}, a

veteran who receives special license plates under this
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subsection (10)(f) is liable for payment of all taxes and
feés required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a
special veteran's or purple hesart medal license plate fee of
$10. Upon an original application for a license wunder this
subsection (10){f), the county treasurer shall:

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

{B) remit $1 for deposit in the satate general fund; and

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of wmilitary affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

{iv} Upon subsequent annual renewal of regisatration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as
provided in subsection (10)(f){iii){C).

{9) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
issued a special licenase plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4,
Ch. 654, L. 1989.)

61-3-332, (Bffective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1) A

motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
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Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the diastinctive nusber assigned the vehicle. The

number plates are in 10 series: one sgeries for owners of

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the -

motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehiclea of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD* or
the letters “MC" and the word *"DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used sotorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter “D" or the word "DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word “DEALER*, one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters “DTR" or the letters "TR" and the werd
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter “"R™ and the word
"DEALER®, and one for special license plates, All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department deaignates.

{2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,

and be furnished by the Btate. In years when number plates
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are not issued, the depatrtment shall provide nonrewmavable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as

provided in this sectiony-and-it-shaii-manufacture-the-newly

denigned--number--plates-for-i after-danuvary-17-1991y
te-repiace;-at-renewai-as-required-in-61-3-3i2-and-61-3-314y
number-piates-that-were-dispiayed-on-motor--vehicies--before
that-date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal & inches wide and 12 inches in length. For
number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of
#Montana must be used as a distinctive border on sueh the
license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year must be
placed across the bottom of the plates. Such-registration
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each
series of plates, The distinctive registration number or

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
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appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline, The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of suech
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings in this section provided, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

{(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the various state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words “State Owned”, and mo a year number may
ﬁgg be indicated thereon on _the plates because these
numbered plates are of a permanent natureé and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it.

{b) Por vehiclea that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan

from the United States government or the state of Montana

=17~ HB 256

- T - - R DR . T o

-
Q

(™
-

12
13
14
15
16
17
1B
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0256/02

to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty.
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
“X* or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and thogse of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with nuaber one and be npumbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word “TRUCK"” on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
"TR" or the word “TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "mC® or the word “CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

{8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
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may be tranaferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, traller, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle,
Ne A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a
tranafer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and §1-3-335.

(%) For the purpaose of this chapter, the gseveral

counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:

Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;

Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Pergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 216; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 2139; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44:- Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47: Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53:; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

{(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in

61-3-463, must be a separate series of platea, numbered as
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provided in subsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the grénp or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise ppecifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and lawse as govern the issuance of regular license blltes.
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
male or other disposition of the wvehicle. The special
license plates myst be issued to national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterana, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued a special license plate with a design or decal
displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general shall
issue to each active member of the Montana national guard a
certificate authorizing the department to issue one set of
national guard plates, and the member shall surrender the
plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the

United States of America who is a resident of this state may
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be issued a special license plate with a deasign or decal
dieplaying the [following: United States army reserve, AR
(aymbol); United States naval reserve, NR ({anchor); United
States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United States
marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The commanding
officer of each armed Forces reserve unit shall issue to
each eligible member of the reserve unit a certificate
authorizing the issuance of one set of plates. The member
shall surrender the plates to the department upon becoming
ineligible to use them.

(c) {i) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the
armed forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled
because of an injury that has been dJdetermined by the
department of veterans affairs to be gservice-connected may,
upon presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued:

{A) a special licensae plate under this section with a
design or decal displaying the letters "DV"; or

(B) ONE SET OF any other piate MILITARY-RELATED PLATES

that the disabled veteran is eligible to receive under this
section.

ti3{ii) The fee for original or renewal registration by
a 100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
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chapter.

+44y{i11) Special 1license plates issued to a disabled
veteran are not transferable to another person,

téd¢4y(iv) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a
special disabled veteran's license plate for more than one
vehicle.

tivy(v) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled
veteran's plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled
veteran is entitled to the parking privilegeas allowed a
handicapped person's vehicle under this title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, wmay upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words “ex-prisoner of
war*" or an abbreviation the depactment conaiders
appropriate.

(e} Upon Except as provided in subsection (10)({c), upon
payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of
this chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the
department that the applicant meets the requirements of this
subsection ([e), the department shall issue to a Montana
resident who is a veteran of the armed services of the

United States special license plates, for one motor vehicle
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only, designed to indicate that the applicant is a survivor
of the Pearl Harbor attack if the applicant was a member of
the United States armed forces on December 7, 1941, was on
station on December 7, 1941, during the hours of 7:55 a.m.
to 9:45 a.m. (Bawaii time) at Pearl Harbor, the island of
Oahu, of offshore at a distance of not wore than 3 miles,
and received an honorable diacharge from the United States
armed forces. If gpecial license plates iasued under this
subgection are lost, stolen, or mutilated; the recipient of
the plates is entitled to replacement plates upan request
and without charge.

(£) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this satate
who is & veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be .issued license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10)(f)(i) If he the person was separated from
the armed services under  other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

(i) Upon subamission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the pergon's qualification under this
subsection, there must be iasued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, apecial
license plates numbered in gets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

{A} the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the

United States army, United States navy, United States air
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force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or

{B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall lssue them to qualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other diasposition of the
vehicle,

(iii) Bach Except as provided in subsection {10)(c), a

veteran who receives special license plates under this
subsection (10)(f) is 1liable for payment of all taxes and
fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a
special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate fee of
$10. Upon an original application for a license under this
subsection (10)(f), the county treasurer shall:

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

{B) remit $1 for deposmit in the state general fund; and

{C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state

veterans' cemetery.
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{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as
provided in subsection (10)(f)(1i1)(C).

{g) A Montana resident who is eligible to recelve a -

apecial parking permit under 4%-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
imsued a special license plate with a deaign or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped person.”

Section 4. Section 61-3-452, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-3-452. Disabled veterans’ plates nontranaferable.
The special license plates for disabled veterans issued
pursuant to 61-3-332(10){c)(i}{A)} are not transferable.”

Section 5. Section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-453. Disabled veterans' plates limited to one
automobile or truck -- personalized plates. (1) A disabled
veteran is not entitled to special 1license plates for
disabled veterans under 61-3-332(10)}{c){i)(A} for more than
one passenger automobile or one truck up to and including 1
ton GWM-rated capacity.

{2} Upon submitting the application provided for in
€1-3-405 and payment of the $25 fee provided for in
61-3-406, a disabled veteran must receive personalized

disabled veteran license plates.”

Section §. Section 61-3-454, MCA, is amended to read:
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*61-3-454. Special parking privilege. A vehicle
lawfully displaying specially inscribed license plates
issued under 61-3-332(10}{c){i}{A} and conveying a 100%
disahled veteran is entitled to the parking privileges
allowed a handicapped person's vehicle under 49-4-302.°

Section 7. Section 61-3-504, MCA, is amended to read:

"6§1-3-504, Computation of tax. (1) The amount of taxes
on a motor vehicle, other than an automobile, truck having a
rated capacity of 1 ton or leas, wmotorcycle, guadricycle,
motor home, travel traller, camper, or mobile home, is
computed and determined by the county treasurer on the basis
of the levy of the year preceding the current year of
application for registration or reregistration.

{2) The amount of tax on an automobile or truck having
a rated capacity of 1 ton or less, except for vehiclea owned
by disabled veterans qualifying for special license plates
under 61-3-332(10}{c){i}{A). and on a motorcycle or
quadricycle is 2% of the value determined under 61-3-5013,

{(3) The amount of tax on fleet vehicles subject to the
provisions of 61-3-318 is 1% of the value determined under
61-3-503.

{4) For all taxable motor vehicles, the amount of tax
is entered on the application form in a space provided

therefor."”

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act] is
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effective January 1, 1994.

~Engd-
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