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~(...BILL NO. c11/1 

INTRODUCED BY -~<(0?-~• .... d~A~----------------
BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE DEADLINE 

FOR A STATE DISTRICT OFFICE CANDIDATE AND A POLITICAL PARTY 

OR INDEPENDENT COMMITTEE TO FILE CERTAIN REPORTS WITH THE 

COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES; AND AMENDING SECTION 

13-37-226, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-226. ~i- for filing reports. (1) Candidates for 

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the 

electors of MOntana and political co-ittees that are 

organized to support or oppose a particular statewide 

candidate shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or expended during the year or 

years prior to the election year that the candidate expects 

to be on the ballot; 

(b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year 

that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th days 

ne•t preceding the date on which an election is held and 
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LC 1090/01 

within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or 

more if received between the 10th day before and the day of 

the election; 

(c) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

following an election until the candidate or political 

committee files a closing report as specified in 

13-37-228(3), 

(2) Political committees organized to support or oppose 

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or expended during the year or 

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a 

referendum is or is expected to be on the ballot; 

(b) on the 10th day of March and on the 10th day of 

each subsequent month through September; 

(c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on 

which an election is held; 

(d) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of 

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the 

election and the day of the election; 

(e) within 20 days after the election; and 

(f) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

-2- Hl>'-'1? 
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following an election until the political committee files a 

closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

(3) Candidates for a state district office, including 

but not limited to candidates for the legislature, public 

service commission, or district court judge, and political 

committees wh¼eh that are specifically organized to support 

or oppose a particular state district candidate or issue 

shall file reports: 

(a) on the ¼9th 12th day ne•t 

which an election is held and 

preceding 

within 24 

the date on 

hours after 

receiving a contribution of $100 or more if received between 

the ¼5th 17th day before and the day of the election; 

(b) not 11\0re than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(c) whenever a candidate or political committee files 

his-er-its e closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

(4) Candidates for any other public office and 

political committees whieh that are specifically organized 

to support or oppose a particular local issue sha¼¼-be are 

required to file the reports specified in subsection (3) 

only if the total a1110unt of contributions received or the 

total aaount of funds expended for all elections in a 

campaign, excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, 

exceeds $500, except as provided in 13-37-206. 

(5) For the purposes of this subsection, a committee 
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whieh that is not specifically organized to support or 

oppose a particular candidate or ballot issue and whieh that 

receives contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction 

with an election is an independent committee. For the 

purpose of reporting, a political party committee is an 

independent co11mittee. An independent committee shall file 

reports: 

(a} on the ¼B~h 12th day ne•t preceding the date of an 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure;. 

(bl not lllOre than 20 days after the date of the 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

and 

(c) a closing report at the close of each calendar 

year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner. 

(6) The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding the 

extent to which organizations that are not primary political 

c0111111ittees but are incidental political committees shall 

report their politically related activities in accordance 

with this chapter. 

(7) All reports required by this section eha¼¼ must be 

complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as 

specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (1) through (6) of 

this section.• 

-End-

-4-
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fk&~BILL NO. i:lt/1 
INTRODUCED BY ~,dd-

BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE DEADLINE 

FOR A STATE DISTRICT OFFICE CANDIDATE AND A POLITICAL PARTY 

OR INDEPENDENT COMMITTEE TO FILE CERTAIN REPORTS WITH THE 

COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES; AND AMENDING SECTION 

13-37-226, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-226. Ti- for filing reports. (1) Candidates for 

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the 

electors of Montana and political committees that are 

organized to support or oppose a particular statewide 

candidate shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or expended during the year or 

years prior to the election year that the candidate expects 

to be on the ballot; 

(b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year 

that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th days 

flext preceding the date on which an election is held and 
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within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or 

more if received between the 10th day before and the day of 

the election; 

(c) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

following an election until the candidate or political 

committee files a closing report as specified in 

13-37-228(3). 

{2) Political committees organized to support or oppose 

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarterF beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or expended during the year or 

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a 

referendum is or is expected to be on the ballot: 

(b) on the 10th day of March and on the 10th day of 

each subsequent month through September; 

(c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on 

which an election is held; 

Id) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of 

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the 

election and the day of the election; 

(e) within 20 days after the election: and 

(f) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

-2- f/6:J.'I? 
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following an election until the political COINDittee files a 

closing report as specified in 13-37-22813). 

(3) Candidates for a state district office, including 

but not limited to candidates for the legislature, public 

service commission, or district court judge, and political 

committees which that are specifically organized to support 

or oppose a particular state district candidate or issue 

shall file reports: 

(a) on the ¼&th 12th day nezt 

which an election is held and 

preceding the date on 

within 24 hours after 

receiving a contribution of $100 or more if received between 

the ¼5th 17th day before and the day of the election; 

lb) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(c) whenever a candidate or political committee files 

his-or-its~ closing report as specified in 13-37-22B13). 

(4) Candidates for any othec public office and 

political committees which that are specifically organized 

to support or oppose a particular local issue 9ftali-~e are 

required to file the reports specified in subsection (3) 

only if the total amount of contributions received or the 

total amount of funds expended for all elections in a 

campaign, excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, 

exceeds $500, except as provided in 13-37-206. 

(5) For the purposes of this subsection, a committee 
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which that is not specifically organized to support or 

oppose a particular candidate or ballot issue and whieh that 

receives contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction 

with an election is an independent committee. For the 

purpose of reporting, a political party committee is an 

independent committee. An independent committee shall file 

reports: 

la) on the ¼&th 12th day ne•~ preceding the date of an 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure: 

tb) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure: 

and 

(c) a closing report at the close of each calendar 

year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner. 

(6) The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding the 

extent to which organizations that are not primary political 

committees but are incidental political committees shall 

report their politically related activities in accordance 

with this chapter. 

(7) All reports required by this section sha¼¼ must be 

complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as 

specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (1) through (6) of 

this section." 

-End-

-4-
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~'(,.BILL NO. ,]t/1 

INTRODUCED BY ---'~¥--•"',.A,,,""'-,.__--~----------
BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REVISING THE DEADLINE 

FOR A STATE DISTRICT OFFICE CANDIDATE ANO A POLITICAL PARTY 

OR INDEPENDENT COMMITTEE TO FILE CBR'I'AIII REPORTS 111TB THE 

CONJIISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES: ANO AIIEIIOIIIG SECTION 

ll-37-226, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, ia a-nded to read: 

•13-37-226. Ti- for filing reports. (1) Candidates for 

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the 

electors of Montana and political coo.ittees that are 

organized to support or oppose a particular statewide 

candidate shall file reports: 

(a I quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or e•pended .during the year or 

years prior to the election year that the candidate e•pects 

to be on the ballot: 

tb) on the 10th day of !larch and Septeaber in each year 

that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th day• 

ne•~ preceding the date on which an election is held and 
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within 24 houra after receiving a contribution of $500 or 

110re if received between the 10th day before and the day of 

the election: 

(c) not aore than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(d) on the 10th day of !larch and Septeaber of each year 

following an election until the candidate or political 

coaaittee files a cloainq report as specified in 

13-37-228(3). 

(2) Political coaaittees organized to support or oppose 

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

c.alendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or ••pended during the year or 

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a 

referendum is or is expected to be on the ballot; 

{b) on the 10th day of March and on the 10th day of 

each subsequent aonth through Septeaber: 

{c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on 

which an election is held; 

fd) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of 

$500 or 110re if received between the 10th day before the 

election and the day of the election: 

(e) within 20 days after the election: and 

(fl on the 10th day of !larch and Septe■ber of each year 

-2- J//,JI(? 
THIRD READING 
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following an election until the political c~ittee file■ a 

closing report as specified in ll-37-228(3). 

(3) Candidates for a state district office, including 

but not li■ited to candidates for the legislature, public 

service comission, or district court judge, and political 

co-ittees whieh that are specifically organized to support 

or oppose a particular state district candidate or issue 

shall file reports: 

(a) on the ¼8th 12th day newt 

which an election is held and 

precedin<J the date on 

within 24 hours after 

receiving a contribution of $100 or ■ore if received between 

the lSth 17th day before and the day of the election; 

(b) not ■ore than 20 days after the date of the 

election: and 

(c) whenever a candidate or political coaaittee files 

his-er-its~ closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

(4) Candidates for any other public office and 

political coD1111ittees whieh that are specifically organized 

to support or oppose a particular local issue she¼¼-be ~ 

required to file the reports specified in subsection (3) 

only if the total a■ount of contributions received or the 

total a■ount of funds expended for all elections in a 

ca■paign, excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, 

exceeds $500, except as provided in 13-37-206. 

(S) For the purposes of this subsection, a ca-ittee 
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wt,ieh that is not specifically organized to support or 

oppose a particular candidate or ballot issue and whieh that 

receives contributions and ■ake■ expenditure■ in conjunctlon 

with an election la an independent c~ittee. For the 

purpose of reporting, a political party c.,_ittee is an 

independent comNittee. An independent co,mittee sh.all file 

reports: 

(a) on the i8th 12th day nest preceding the date of an 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure,. 

(b) not ■ore than 20 days after the date of the 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure, 

and 

(c) a closing report at the close of each calendar 

year, on a date to be prescribed by the co11111issioner. 

(6) The c0taissioner ■ay promulgate rules regarding the 

extent to which organizations that are not primary political 

comaittees but are incidental political c0111111ittees shall 

report their politically related activities in accordance 

with this chapter. 

(71 All reports required by this section sha¼¼ ■uat be 

co.plete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as 

specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (l) through (6) of 

this section.• 

-End-

-4-
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HOUSE BILL NO, 247 

INTRODUCED BY EWER 

BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE DEADLINE 

FOR A STATE DISTRICT OFFICE CANDIDATE AND A POLITICAL PARTY 

OR INDEPENDENT COMMITTEE TO FILE CERTAIN REPORTS WITH THE 

COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES; AND AMENDING SECTION 

13-37-226, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Candidates for 

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the 

electors of Montana and political committees that are 

organized to support or oppose a particular statewide 

candidate shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with 

which funds are received or 

the calendar quarter in 

expended during the year or 

years prior to the election year that the candidate expects 

to be on the ballot; 

(b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year 

that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th days 

ne~t preceding the date on which an election is held and 
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within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or 

more if received between the 10th day before and the day of 

the election; 

(c) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

following an election until the candidate or political 

committee files a closing report as specified in 

13-37-228(3), 

(2) Political committees organized to support or oppose 

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or expended during the year or 

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a 

referendum is or is expected to be on the ballot; 

(b) on the 10th day of March and on the 10th day of 

each subsequent month through September; 

(c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on 

which an election is held; 

(d) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of 

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the 

election and the day of the election; 

(e) within 20 days after the election; and 

(f) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

-2- HB 247 
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following an election until the political committee files a 

closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

(3) Candidates for a state district office, including 

but not limited to candidates for the legislature, public 

service commission, or district court judge, and political 

committees wh±eh that are specifically organized to support 

or oppose a particular state district candidate or issue 

shall file reports: 

(a) on the ¼&th 12th day next preceding the date on 

which an election is held and within 24 hours after 

receiving a contribution of $100 or more if received between 

the ¼5th 17th day before and the day of the election: 

(bl not more than 20 days aftee the date of the 

election; and 

(c) whenever a candidate or political committee files 

his-er-i~s ~ closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3)a 

(4) Candidates foe any other public office and 

political committees whieh that are specifically organized 

to support or oppose a particular local issue shai¼-be are 

required to file the reports specified in subsection (3) 

only if the total amount of contributions received or the 

total amount of funds expended for all elections in a 

campaign, excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, 

exceeds $500, except as provided in 13-37-206. 

15) Yoe the purposes of this subsection, a committee 

-3- HB 247 
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wh¼eh that is not specifically organized to support oe 

oppose a particular candidate or ballot issue and which that 

receives contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction 

with an election is an independent committee. For the 

purpose of reporting, a political party conunittee is an 

independent committee. An independent committee shall file 

reports: 

(a) on the ¼&th 12th day neKt preceding the date of an 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

(b) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

and 

tc) a closing report at the close of each calendar 

year, on a date to be prescribed by the co11Ul\issioner. 

(6) The commissioner may peomulgate rules regarding the 

extent to which organizations that are not primary political 

committees but are incidental political committees shall 

report their politically related activities in accordance 

with this chapte~. 

(7) All eeports required by this section shs½½ must be 

complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as 

specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (1) theough (6) of 

this section." 

-End-
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