
HOUSE BILL 225 

Introduced by Benedict 

1/18 
1/18 
1/18 
1/18 
1/22 
1/22 
1/25 
1/28 

1/30 
2/03 

2/04 
2/04 

3/26 
3/29 
3/31 
4/01 
4/01 

4/02 

Introduced 
Referred to Human Services & Aging 
First Reading 
Fiscal Note Requested 
Fiscal Note Received 
Fiscal Note Printed 
Hearing 
Committee Report--Bill Passed as 

Amended 
2nd Reading Passed 
3rd Reading passed 

Transmitted to Senate 
First Reading 
Referred to Public Health, Welfare 

& Safety 
Hearing 
Committee Report--Bill Concurred 
2nd Reading Concurred 
3rd Reading concurred 
Reconsidered Previous Action and 

Placed on 3rd Reading 
3rd Reading Failed 



53rd Legislature LC 1189/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTRODUCED BY 

bBILLNO.~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF CORRECTIONS AND HUMAN SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING ALL 

APPLICANTS FOR VOLUNTARY ADMISSIONS FOR INPATIENT CHEMICAL 

DEPENDENCY TREATMENT TO MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL AT GALEN TO 

RECEIVE CONFIRMATION THAT THE INDIVIDUAL IS CHEMICALLY 

DEPENDENT; REQUIRING CONFIRMATION FROM A COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

THAT TREATMENT SERVICES ARE NOT APPROPRIATE OR NOT ADEQUATE 

IN THE COMMUNITY; CLARIFYING THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE 

GALEN INPATIENT PROGRAM FOR DISCHARGED CLIENTS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-24-207 AND 53-24-301, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

the bill gives the department of corrections and hU111an 

services authority to adopt administrati~e rules. [Section 

l] outlines a screening process to be followed by a person 

seeking voluntary commitment to Montana state hospital at 

Galen for chemical dependency treatment. It is the intent of 

the legislature that the department adopt rules establishing 

policies and procedures regarding the assessment, patient 

placement, confirmation, and admission of a chemically 
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LC 1189/01 

dependent person to Montana state hospital at Galen. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-24-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-24-301. Voluntary treataent of a¼eaho½ies the 

chemically dependent. (1) All-a¼eahe¼ie-may-apply-direet¼y-ta 

an---appraved---pub¼ie---treatment--tae¼lity--tor--Yo¼untary 

~rea~■eft~T An applicant for voluntary aQJD.ission to an 

approved public treatment facili tY,_ as defined in 

53-24-103(3)(a}, shall first obtain confirmation from a 

certified chemical dependency counselor that the applicant 

is chemically dependent. The certified chemical dependency 

counselor shall obtain confirmation from an approved private 

treatment facility or from an approved public treatment 

facility that the facilities in the region in which the 

apelicant resides are unable to provide appropriate and 

adequate treatment. The department shall adopt rules to 

establish policies and procedures governing assessment, 

patient placement, confirmation, and admission to Montana 

state hospital at Galen. If the proposed patient is a minor 

or an incompetent person, he the proposed patient, a parent, 

legal guardian, or other legal representative may make the 

application. 

(2) Subject to rules adopted by the department, the 

administrator of an approved public treatment facility may 

-2- "e, ~E, 
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determine who aha¼¼--be is admitted for treatment. If a 

person is refused admission to an approved public treatment 

facility, the administrator, subject to departmental rules, 

shall refer the person to another approved pttb¼¼e treatment 

facility for treatment if possible and appropriate. 

(3) If a patient receiving inpatient care leaves an 

approved public treatment facility, he--sha¼¼ the patient 

must be encouraged to consent to appropriate outpatient or 

intermediate treatment. ¼f-it-appears-to--the--administrator 

0£--the--treataent-fae¼¼ity-that-the-pat¼ent-is-an-a¼eoho¼¼e 

who--requires--he¼p7--the--departmeftt--sha¼¼---arrange---!er 

aasiatanee--in-obtainin9-attppertive-serviees-and-residentia¼ 

faei¼¼t¼esT 

(4) If a patient leaves an approved public treatment 

facility, with or against the advice of the administrator of 

the facility, the department shall make reasonable 

provisions for his the patient's transportation to another 

facility or to hi■ the patient's home. If he-has-no the 

patient does not have a home, he-aha¼¼ ~tient must be 

assisted in obtaining shelter. If he the patient is a minor 

or an incompetent person, the request for discharge from an 

inpatient facility sha¼i must be made by a parent, legal 

guardian, or other legal representative or by the minor or 

incompetent person if he the minor or incompetent person was 

25 the original applicant.• 
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Section 2. Section 53-24-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

•53-24-207. Coaprehensive prograa for treataent. (1) 

The department shall establish a comprehensive and 

coordinated program for the treatment of chemically 

dependent persons, intoxicated persons, and family members. 

(2) The program shall include: 

(a) emergency treatment provided by a facility 

affiliated with or part of the medical service of a general 

hospital; 

(b) inpatient treatment; 

(c) intermediate treatment; 

(d) outpatient treatment; and 

(e) follow-up services. 

(3) The department shall provide for adequate and 

appropriate treatment for s¼eehe¼¼es the chemically 

dependent and intoxicated persons admitted under 53-24-301 

through 53-24-304, 

(4) All appropriate public and private resources aha¼¼ 

must be coordinated with and utilized in the program if 

possible. 

(5) The department sh.all prepare, publish, and 

distribute annually a list of all approved public and 

private treatment facilities." 

-End-

-4-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0225. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: This bill would require all applicants for voluntary admissions for inpatient chemical 
dependency treatment to Montana State Hospital at Galen to receive confirmation that the individual is chemically dependent 
with confirmation from a community program that treatment services are not appropriate or not adequate in the community and 
clarify the responsibilities of the Galen inpatient program for discharged clients. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. Approximately 120 individuals who are referred to Galen for chemical dependency treatment each year are not appropriate 

for the inpatient programs available. Only fifty percent or 60 of these referred individuals arrive at Galen for 
services. 

2. The individuals referred to Galen by agencies other than chemical dependency programs have not been completely assessed 
to determine if: 

a. They are chemically dependent. 
b. Outpatient or intensive outpatient services in the community are available or appropriate. 
c. Galen can provide the level of care needed. 

3. The individuals receive services in the detoxification and orientation unit at Galen an average of 3.5 days prior to 
discharge. Ancillary costs other than per diem rate in the acute care hospital and the orientation unit in the chemical 
dependency center include physical exams/lab tests, telephone costs by Galen personnel, and often a bus ticket back to 
the community. Therefore, state expenditures are used on inappropriate admissions to Galen. 

4. The individuals would be replaced by clients who are appropriate for the treatment programs at Galen. Therefore, state 
expenditures would not be wasted on individuals who are inappropriate for the program and there would not be an increase 
or decrease in costs at Galen. 

5. All 120 individuals would receive assessment by a state approved chemical dependency program prior to scheduling at 
Galen. 

6. Costs would be paid from some of the additional federal chemical dependency block grant funds targeted for community 
programs contained in the Executive Budget. 

FISCAL IMPACT: No fiscal impact. 

'l]=~v:£ /·2 2-Cf 3 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

<(~- ~('1,Jp,t~,\- I f-2 1./13 
STEVE BENEDICT, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 

Fiscal Note for HB0225. as introduced 

tt'o '2.2.r 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 225 

INTRODUCED BY BENEDICT 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF CORRECTIONS ANO HUMAN SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING ALL 

APPLICANTS FOR VOLUNTARY ADMISSIONS FOR INPATIENT CHEMICAL 

DEPENDENCY TREATMENT TO MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL AT GALEN TO 

RECEIVE CONFIRMATION THAT THE INDIVIDUAL IS CHEMICALLY 

DEPENDENT; REQUIRING CONFIRMATION FROM A COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

THAT TREATMENT SERVICES ARE NOT APPROPRIATE OR NOT ADEQUATE 

IN THE COMMUNITY; CLARIFYING THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE 

GALEN INPATIENT PROGRAM FOR DISCHARGED CLIENTS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-24-207 ANO 53-24-301, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

the bill gives the depart■ent of corrections and human 

services authority to adopt administrative rules. (Section 

l) outlines a screening process to be followed by a person 

seeking voluntary c0111111itment to Montana state hospital at 

Galen for chemical dependency treatment. It is the intent of 

the legislature that the department adopt rules establishing 

policies and procedures regarding the assessment, patient 

placement, confirmation, and admission of a chemically 
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dependent person to Montana state hospital at Galen. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-24-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-24-301. Voluntary treataent of a½ceha½i:es the 

chemically dependent. (1) An-aleoholie-aay-apply-direetly-to 

an---appre¥ed---pttblie---treatment--faeility--for--Yoluntary 

treaement• An applicant for voluntary admission to an 

approved public treatment faci~itY.! as defined in 

53-24-103(3)(a), shall first obtain confirmation from a 

certified chemical dependency counselor that the applicant 

is chemically dependent. The certified chemical dependency 

counselor shall obtain confirmation froa an approved private 

treatment facility or from an approved public treatment 

facility, AS DEFINED IN 53-24-103(3)(9), that the facilities 

in the region in which the applicant resides are unable to 

provide appropriate and adeguate treatment. The department 

shall adopt rules to establish policies and procedures 

governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, and 

adllliaaion to Montana state hospital at Galen. If the 

proposed patient is a minor or an incompetent person, he the 

propased patient, a parent, legal guardian, or othe~ legal 

representative may make the application. 

(2) Subject to rules adopted by the department, the 

administrator of an approved public treatment facility may 

-2- HB 225 
SECOND READING 
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determine who ahe¼¼-be is admitted for treatment. If a 

person is refused adaission to an approved public treatment 

facility, the administrator, subject to departmental rules, 

shall refer the person to another approved pttb¼¼e treatment 

facility for treatment if possible and appropriate. 

(3) If a patient receiving inpatient care leaves an 

approved public treatment facility, he-she¼¼ ~atient 

!!!!!!. be encouraged to consent to appropriate outpatient or 

intermediate treatment. ¼f-it-eppeera-te-the-edain¼streter 

ef-the-treetment-fae¼¼it,-that-the-pettent-ta--en--eleehe¼¼e 

vhe---reqa¼rea---he¼p7--the--depertaent--ahel¼--errenge--fer 

aa■ta~anee-¼n-ob~ainin9-aappor~ive-aerv¼eea-and--reaiden~ia¼ 

feei¼¼t¼ea~ 

(4) If a patient leaves an approved public treatment 

facility, with or against the advice of the administrator of 

the facility, the depart-nt shall make reasonable 

provisions for his the patient'• transportation to another 

facility or to hi■ the patient's home. If he--hes--ne the 

patient does not have a home, he-aha¼¼ the patient must be 

assisted in obtaining shelter. If he the patient is a minor 

or an incompetent person, the request for discharge from an 

inpatient facility aha¼¼ !fil be made by a parent, legal 

guardian, or other legal representative or by the minor or 

incompetent person if he the ainor or incompetent person was 

25 the original applicant.• 
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Section 2. Section 53-24-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-24-207. caaprehenaive prograa for treat-nt. (1) 

The department shall establish a comprehensive and 

coordinated program for the treatment of chemically 

dependent persons, intoxicated persons, and family members. 

(2) The prograa shall include: 

(a) emergency treatment provided by a 

affiliated with or part of the medical service of a 

hospital; 

facility 

general 

(b) inpatient treataent1 

(c) interaediate treataent1 

(di outpatient treataenti and 

(e) follow-up services. 

(3) The department shall provide for adequate and 

appropriate treatment for a¼eehe¼¼ea 

dependent and intoxicated persons admitted 

through 53-24-304. 

the chemically 

under 53-24-301 

(4) All appropriate public and private resources shall 

~ be coordinated with and utilized in the program if 

possible. 

(5) The department shall 

distribute annually a list of 

private treataent facilities.• 

-End-
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IIOOSE BILL NO. 225 

Ill'l'RODIICIID BY BENEDICT 

BY REQUEST OF '1'111: DEPARTMENT 

OP CORRECTIONS AND HUMAN SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING ALL 

APPLICANTS FOR VOLUNTARY ADIIISSIONS FOR INPATIENT CHEMICAL 

DEPENDENCY TREATIIENT TO IIOll'l'AIIA STATE HOSPITAL AT GALEN TO 

RECEIVE CONFIRMATION THAT THE INDIVIDUAL IS CHEMICALLY 

DEPENDENT: REQUIRING CONFIRMATION FROM A COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

THAT TREATMENT SERVICES ARE NOT APPROPRIATE OR NOT ADflOUATE 

IN THE COMMUNITY, CLARIFYING THE RESPONSIBILITIES OP THE 

GALEN INPATIENT PROGRAM FOR DISCHARGED CLIENTS; ANO AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-24-207 AND 53-24-301, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

the bill gives the department of corrections and hu-n 

services authority to adopt aclainistrative rules. [Section 

l] outlines a screening process to be followed by a person 

seeking voluntary coaaitment to Montana state hospital at 

Galen for chemical dependency treat .. nt. It is the intent of 

the legislature that the depart .. nt adopt rules establishing 

policies and procedures regarding the assess■ent, patient 

place■ent, confir-tion, and aclaission of a chemically 
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dependent person to Montana state hospital at Galen. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-24-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•53-24-301. Voluntary treat-nt of a¼eeheH,es the 

ch,...ically dependent. ( l) A11-a¼e...,eH,e--y-epp¼y-d¼reet:ty-t:e 

an---appre•ed---p,m¼¼e---t:rea-11t:--fae¼¼¼t:y--fer--•e¼n11t:ary 

~reataente An applicant for voluntary admission to an 

approved public treataent f ac il it Y.t as defined in 

53-24-103(3)(al, shall first obtain confirmation from a 

certified chemical dependency counselor that the applicant 

is che■ically dependent. The certified chNlical dependency 

counselor shall obtain confir-tion from an approved private 

treatment facility or froa an approved public treatment 

facility, AS DEFINED IN 53-2◄-103(3)(6), that the facilities 

in the region in which the applicant resides are unable to 

provide appropriate and adequate treatment. The departaent 

shall adopt rules to establish policies and procedures 

governing assessaent, patient placement, confirmation, and 

adllission to Montana state hospital at Galen. If the 

proposed patient is a ■inor or an incompetent person, he the 

proposed patient, a parent, legal guardian, or other legal 

representative -y 11ake the application. 

(2) Subject to rules adopted by the depa<tmenl, the 

aclainistrator of an approved public treatment facility may 

-2- HR 22', 
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deter■ine vho ahall-H ia adaitted for treat■ent. If a 

peraon i■ refuaed adllia■ion to an approved public treatment 

facility, the adainistrator, subject to depart■ental rules, 

ahall refer the per■on to another approved p,,biie treatment 

facility for treat-nt if possible and appropriate. 

(3) If a patient receiving inpatient care leaves an 

approved public treat■ent facility, he-shaii ~tient 

~ be encouraged to consent to appropriate outpatient or 

intermediate treat .. nt • . lf-it-appear■-to-the-a•iniatrator 

ol!-the-treat .. nt-faet-iity-that-the-patient-ia--an--aleohoiie 

llho---r-.eires---helpy--the--depart■ent--ahaii--arrange--for 

•••i■tanee-in-obtainin9-aapporti•e-aer•ieea-and--reaidential 

faeilitie■T 

C4) If a patient leave■ an approved public treat■ent 

facility, vith or against the advice of the administrator of 

the facility, the dapart■ent shall make reasonable 

provisions for hia the patient's transportation to another 

facility or to hia the patient's home. If he--hes--no the 

patient does not have a hoae, he-shsll the patient must be 

assisted in obtaining shelter. If he the patient is a minor 

or an in~tent person, the request for discharge fro■ an 

inpatient facility ..,.ll !!!!!!.!. be -de by a parent, legal 

guardian, or other legal representative or by the minor or 

inc.-petent person if he the ainor. or inc2'!P!'tent persQn was 

25 the original applicant.• 

-3- BB 225 

1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

lf8 0225/02 

Section 2. Section 53-24-207, NCA, is -nded to read: 

•53-24-207. Cclllpreheaalve pr09r- for t•-t-nt. (11 

The clepart■ent aball establish a co■prehensive and 

coordinated progra■ for tile treat-nt of cheaically 

dependent persona. intoxicated persons, and family 111eabers. 

(2) The prograa shall include: 

(a) e■ergency treat•ent provided by a facility 

affiliated with or part of the ■edical service of a general 

hoepital; 

(b) inpatient treat-nt; 

(c) inter■ediate treat■ent; 

(d) outpatient treat■ent1 and 

(e) follow-up services. 

(3) The depart■ent shall provide for adequate and 

appropriate treatment for elcohoH,ee 

dependent and intozicated persons ad■itted 

through 53~24-304. 

the cheaically 

under 53-24-301 

(4) All appropriate public and private resources sheil 

~ be coordinated with and utilized in the program if 

possible. 

(5) The depart:aent shall prepare, publish, and 

distribute annually a list of all approved public and 

private treat■ent facilities.• 

-Bnd-

-•- HB 225 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 225 

INTRODUCED BY BENEDICT 

BY RtlQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF CORRECTIONS AND HUMAN SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REOUIRlNG ALL 

APPLlCANTS FOR VOLUNTARY ADMISSIONS FOR INPATIENT CHEMICAL 

DEPENDENCY TREATMENT TO MONTANA STATE HOSPITAL AT GALEN TO 

RECEIVE CONFIRMATION THAT THE INDIVIDUAL IS CHEMICALLY 

DEPENDENT; REOUIRING CONFIRMATION FROM A COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

THAT TREATMENT SERVICES ARE NOT APPROPRIATE OR NOT ADEO!JATE 

IN THE COMMUNITY; CLARIFYING THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE 

GALEN INPATIENT PROGRAM FOR DISCHARGED CLIENTS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-24-207 AND 53-24-301, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A stateaent of intent is required for this bill because 

the bill gives the departaent of corrections and human 

services authority to adopt adainiatrative rules. [Section 

1) outlines a screening process to be followed by a person 

seeking voluntary c01111it■ent to Montana state hospital at 

Galen for che■ical dependency treat■ent. It is the intent of 

the legislature that the depart■ent adopt rules establishing 

policies and procedures regarding the assessment, patient 

placement, confirmation, and admission of a chemically 
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dependent person to Montana state hospital at Galen. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-24-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-24-301. Voluntary treat-nt of a¼eehe¼tes the 

chemically dependent. (l) An-a¼eohc¼i~-aay-appiy-direetiy-~o 

an---appre•ed---pnb¼ie---treat■ent--faci¼ity--fer--•&ittnta~y 

treataefttT An applicant for voluntary admission to an 

approved public treat■ent facilitY.t as defined in 

53-24-103(3)(a), shall first obtain confirmation from a 

certified che■ical dependency counselor that the app,licant 

is che■ically dependent. The certified che■ical dependency 

counselor shall obtain confirmation fro■ an approved private 

treataent facility or from an approved public treatment 

facility, AS DEFINED IN 53-24-103(3)(8), that the facilities 

in the region in which the applicant resides are unable to 

provide appropriate and adequate treatment. The department 

shall adopt rules to establish policies and procedures 

governing assess■ent, patient placement, confirmation, and 

adllllission to Montana state hospital at Galen. If the 

proposed patient is a ■inor or an incompetent person, he the 

proposed patient, a parent, legal guardian, or other legal 

representative aay make the application. 

(21 Subject to rules adopted by the department, the 

administrator of an approved public treatment facility may 

-2- HR 22'> 
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deter■ine who ahe¼¼-be is ad■ itted for treatment. lf a 

person ia refused adaission to an approved public treatment 

facility. the adainiatrator, subject to depart1ental rules, 

shall refer the person to another approved pab¼te treatment 

facility for treatment if possible and appropriate. 

Cl) If a patient receiving inpatient care leaves an 

approved public treatment facility, he-aha¼¼ ~atient 

aust be encouraged to consent to appropriate outpatient or 

inter...ctiate treat-nt. ¼f-it-appeara-te-the-adatniatreter 

ef-the-treet■ent-fee¼¼tt7-thet-the-pettent-ia--an--eleehe¼ie 

wlle---re,ae¼rea---he¼p7--the--depert-nt--ahe¼¼--arren9e--fer 

•••¼•~enee-¼ft-obtaintng-anppor~iye-aery¼ees-and--re■iden~ia¼ 

fae¼littesT 

(4) If a patient leaves an approved public treat■ent 

facility, with or against the advice of the ad■ inistrator of 

the facility, the depart■ent shall ■ake reasonable 

provisions for hie the patient's transportation to another 

facility or to hie the patient's hoae. If he--has--ne the 

patient does not have a h011e, he-■hall the patient must be 

a■■ i ■tad in obtaining ahelter. If ha the patient is a minor 

or an lncoapetent person, th■ request for discharge fr°'" an 

inpatlant facility ehell ■ust be -de by a parent, legal 

guardian, or other legal repreaentative or by the ainor or 

inco■patent person if he the ■inor or inco■petent person was 

the original applic•nt.• 
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Section 2. Section 53-24-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

•sJ-24-207. Ca.preheneive progr- for treat-nt. (1) 

Th■ depart■ent ■hall establish a co■prehensive and 

coordinated progra■ for the treatment of che■ically 

dependent persons, intoxicated persons, and family aeabers. 

(2) 

(al 

The progra■ shall include: 

emergency treataent provided by a facility 

affiliated with or part of the ■edical service of a general 

hospital; 

(b) inpatient treataent; 

(c) inter■ediate treataent; 

(d) outpatient treat■ent; and 

(e) follow-up services. 

(3) The department shall provide for adequate and 

appropriate treat■ent for eleeheliea the chemically 

under 53-24-301 dependent and intoxicated persons admitted 

through 53-24-304. 

(4) All appropriate public and private resources shall 

■ust be coordinated with and utilized in the program if 

possible. 

15) The depart■ent shall 

distribute annually a list of 

private treatment facilities.• 

-End-

-•-
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