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HOUSE BILL RO. 86

INTRODUCED BY REAM

A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING MEMBERS OF THE
NATIOHAL GUARD OR RESERVE ARMED FORCES TO BE. AUTHORIZED TO
RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE SET OF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES;
AMENDING SECTION 61-3-332, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

DATE."

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3—-332. (Temporary) Number plates. (1) A motor
vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear‘ number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 1Q¢ series: cone series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor wvehicles of the
motorcycle or guadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "“DEALER", one

for dealers in wused motorcars only (including used trucks
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and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters “UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers {new aor used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DIR" or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word
"DEARLER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

{(2) BAll number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shaii-manufacture-the-newly
designe&——numbcr-—piates—Eor-issnance-after—&anuary—iT—i99}7
te-replace;-at-renewat-as-required-in-61-3-317-amnd-62-3-3:d7
number-plates-that-were-displayed-on-metor--vehictea--before
that-date,

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be

of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The ocutline
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of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on such the license plates, and the word "Montana" and the
year must be placed across the plates. Suych-reyistratien
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

{5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combinatioq, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combipation is used. The dimensions of suech
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings provided in this section, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the varicus state

departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
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must bear the words “State Owned", and ne a year number may

not be indicated thereon on  the plates because these

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it.

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized wunder the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees therecf in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Maontana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned theretao,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registretion numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each  of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
department only when the physical condition of the number

plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
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the number plates.

{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
“TR™ or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

(B) Number plates issued tol a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be +transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or gquadricycle-type vehicle.
Ne A registration cor license fee may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

{9) For .the purpose of thig chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, &; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8§;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Philiips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; <Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 2%; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; fTreasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
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Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38:
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Eroadwater, 43; Wneatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as
provided in subsection (%), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of tegular license plates,
must be placed or mounted cn a vehicle cwned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must bé removed upon
sale or other disposition c¢f the wvehicle. The special
license plates must be issued to naticnal guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, or vererans of the armed

services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
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with the following provisions:

(a) An active member ¢f the Montana national guard may
be issued & special license piare plates with a design or
decal displaying the letters “NG". The adjutant general
shall issue to each active member of the Montana national
guard a.certificate authorizing the department to issue eone

set-of national guard plates, numbered in sets of two with a

different number on each set, and the member shall surrender

the plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued a special license piate plates with a design or
decal displaying the following: United States army reserve,
AR (symbol); United States naval reserve, NR {anchor);
United States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United
States marine c¢orps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The
commanding officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall
issue to each eligible member of the reserve unit a
certificate authorizing the issuance of one-set-of special

license plates, numbered in sets of two with a different

number on each set. The member shall surrender the plates to

the department upon becoming ineligible to use them.
{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed

forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because
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of an injury that has been determined by the department of
veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon
Presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued a special license plate wunder this
section with a design or decal displaying the letters “Du".

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a
100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GviW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for ﬁhat vehicle under this
chapter.

{ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran
are not transferable to another person.

{(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special
license plate for more than one vehicle.

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's
plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is
entitled to the parking privileges allowed a bandicapped
person's vehicle under this title,

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of
war" or an

abbreviation the department considers

_B_
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v appropriate,

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by
parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon Efurnishing proof
satisfact&ry to the department that the applicant meets the
requirements of this subsection (e), the department shal}
isgpue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
services of the United States special license plates, for
one motor vehicle only, designed to indicate that the
applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the
applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on
December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during
the hours of 7:95 a.m. to 9:45 a.m, (Hawaii time) at Pearl
Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not
more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from
the United States armed forces. If special 1license plates
issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutiiated,
the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement
plates upon request and without charge.

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be issued 1license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10}(£)}(i) if he the person was separated from
the armed services under cther than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

{i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
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the department, of his the person's qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by 1law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(R) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application: or

{B} a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the applicaticn
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

{iii) Bach veteran who receives special license plates
under this subsection (10)(f) is liable for payment of all
taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter
and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate
fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under
this éubsection (10)(f), the county treasurer shall:

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

~-1p0-
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(B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and

{C} deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund ta the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as
provided in subsection (10)(f)(iii)(C}.

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the departmént, be
issued a special license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped person. ({Terminates July 1, 1996—-sec. 4,
Ch. 654, L. 1989%.)

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1) A
motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana hust display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in wvehicles of the motorcycle or

quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters “MCD* or
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the Jletters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word “DEALER", ane
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word “DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word
“DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

{2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be isgued
Eor a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Bubject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shati-manufacture-the-newiy

designed--number—-plates-for-issuance-after-January—317-1993y .

-12-
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ta—tepiﬁee1-at-renevai-as—required—in—ﬁi—a-ati-and—ﬁk—a-aiif
aumber-piates-chat-were-dispiayed-on-moter—-vehieles——before
that-date.

(4 In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length, For
number plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of
Montana must be used as a distinctive border on sueh the
license plates, and the word "Montana” and the year must be
placed across the bottom of the plates. Such-registration
Registratign plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

{5} The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each
series of plates. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of aueh
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,

and all county and registration numbers must be of egual
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height.

{6} For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings in this sectian p:oviﬁed, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the various state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned”, and me a year number may

not be indicated +thereen on the plates because these

nunbered plateé are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the.departnent only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it.

{b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the

countiea in the state and those of the municipalities and

-14-
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school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trallers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word “TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
“TR* or the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
ané housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "C¥CLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

{8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
Ne A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

{9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:

Silver Bow, l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missocula, 4;
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Lewis and Clark, 5:; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18B; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madiscn, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 3%; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 3%: Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42:
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44: Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfieid, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petrcleum,
55%; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number S57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbereéd as
provided in subsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,

mugt be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person

516_
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who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
sale or other disposition of the wvehicle. The special
license platés must be issued to national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons. reservists,
disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued a special license piate plates with a design or
decal displaying the letters ®“NG". The adjutant general
shall issue to each active member of the Montana national
guard a certificate authorizing the department to issue one

set-of national guard plates, numbered in sets of two with a

different number on each set, and the member shall surrender

the plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

(b} BAn active wember of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued a special license piate plates with a design or
decal displaying the following: United States army reserve,
AR (symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor);
United States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United
States marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and ancheor). The

commanding officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall
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issue to each eligible member of the reserve unit a
certificate authorizing the issuance of one-set--of special

license plates, numbered in 'sets of two with a different

number on each set. The member shall surrender the plates to

the department upon becoming ineligible to use them.

(¢) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because
of an injury that has been determined by the department of
veterans aFfairs to be service-connected may, upon
presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued a special license plate under this
section with a design or decal displaying the letters "pvV",

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a
100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is 85 and is in
lieu of ail other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter,

{ii) sSpecial license plates issued to a disabled veteran
are not transferable to another person.

{(iil) A disabled wveteran is not entitled to a special
license plate for more than one vehicle.

{(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's
plate and that 1is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is
entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped

person's vehicle under this title.

-18_
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{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armead
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate
with a design or decal displaying the words "ex-prisoner of
war" or an abbreviation the department considers
appropriate.

{e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by
parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof
satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the
requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall
issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
services of the United States special license plates, for
one metor vehicle only, designed to 1indicate that the
applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the
applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on
December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during
the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawali time) at Pearl
Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not
more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from
the United States armed forces. If special license plates
issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated.
the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement

plates upon reguest and without charge.
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(f) A motor wvehicle owner and resident of this state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10)(£){i) if he the person was separated from
the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the person's qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in 1lieu
of the regular 1license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(&) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service wverified in the
application; or

(B) a éymbol representing the purple heart medal.

{ii) Plates muat be furnished by the department to the
county treasuretr, who shall issue them to qualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

(iii) Bach veteran who receives special 1license plates
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under this subsection {10){f) is liable for payment of all
taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter
and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate
fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under
this subsection (10)(f), the county treasurer shall:

(A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

{B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and

(C) deposit the remainder of the gpecial fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery,

{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as
provided in subsection (10)(f)(iii)({C).

{g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
issued a special 1license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person."”

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is
effective January 1, 1934.

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

HOUSE BILL NO. 96

INTRODUCED BY REAM

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING HOLDERS OF

*PRISONER OF WAR" AND "SURVIVOR OF PEARL HARBOR" SPECIAL

LICENSE PLATES AND MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OR RESERVE

ARMED FORCES TO BE AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE SET
OF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTION 61-3-332, MCA;

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

*61-3-332. (Temporary) Number plates. (1) A motor
vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
guadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC" and the word YDEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new matorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that

bear the distinctive 1letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
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for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word "DEALER", one Ffor dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR® and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreaticnal vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R"™ and the word
“DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

{2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shaii-manufacture—the-newly
designed-number-piates-for-issuance-after-January-—-y--199%y
to-replacey-at-renewai-as-reguired-in-61-3-312-and-63-3-3147
number--piates--that-were-dispiayed-on-motor-vehiciea-before

that-date.

{4) 1In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be

-2- HB 96
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of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length, The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on such the license plates, and the word "Montana" and the
year must be placed across the plates. Such--registration
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

{5) The distinctive registration numbers musat begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1% or "AR 1%, or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of sueh
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6) For the use of tax—exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings provided in this section, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may

designate the prefix number for the various state
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departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and no a year number may

not be indicated ¢thereoan on the plates because these

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it,

(b) For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districta that obtain platea within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
congecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number

-3- HB 96
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plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

{7} On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word "TRUCK"” on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
“TR* pr the word "TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

{8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motoreycle- or gquadricycle-type vehicle.
Ne A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a
tranafer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1l; Cascade, 2; VYellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4:
Lewigs and cClark, S:; ®Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7: Fergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
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Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 138;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 952; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate licenge plates authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as
provided in subsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special
license plates must be issued to national guard members,
former prisoners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed

-6- HB 96
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services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued a special license piate plates with a design or
decal displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general
shall issue to each active member of the Montana national
guard a certificate authorizing the department to issue ene

set~of national guard plates, numbered in sets of two with a

different number on each set, and the member shall surrender

the plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued a special license piamte plates with a design or
decal displaying the following: United States army reserve,
AR (symbol): United States naval reserve, NR (anchor);
United States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United
States marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The
commanding officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall
issue to each eligible member of the reserve unit a
certificate authorizing the issuance of ene-set--of gpecial

license plates, numbered in sets of two with a different

number on each set. The member shall surrender the plates to

the department upon becoming ineligible to use them,

(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed
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forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because
of an injury that has been determined by the department of
veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon
presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued a special license plate under this
section with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV".

(i} The fee for original or renewal registration by a
100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is §5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter.

{ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran
are not transferable to another person.

(iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special
license plate for more than one vehicle.

{(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's
plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is
entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped
person'’s vehicle under this title.

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license plate

PLATES, NUMBERED 1IN SETS OF TWO WITH A DIFFERENT NUMBER ON

~8- HB 96
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EACE SET, with a design or decal displaying the words
"ex-prisoner of war" or an abbreviation the department
considers appropriate.

{e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by
parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnighing proof
satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the
requirements of this subsection (e}, the department shall
issue to a Montana resident who }s a veteran of the armed
services of the United States special license plates, for

one-motor-vehiclte—oniy NUMBERED IN SETS OF TWO WITH A

DIFFERENT NUMBER ON EACH SET, designed to indicate that the

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the
applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on
December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during
the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl
Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not
more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from
the United States armed forces. If special 1license plates
issued under this subsection aré loat, stolen, or mutilated,
the recipient of the platesf is entitled to replacement
plates upon reguest and without charge.

{£) A motor vehicle owner and resident of thia state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States

may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in

subsection (10}(f){i} if he the person was separated from
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the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the person's qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by 1law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

{A) the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or

(B) a‘symbol representing the purple heart medal.

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall issue them to gqualified
veterana. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

{iii) Each veteran who receives special license plates
under this subsection (10)(f) is liable for payment of all
taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter
and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate

fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under

-10- HB 96
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this subsection (10){(f), the county treasurer shall:

{A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

{8) remit $1 for depoait in the state general fund; and

(C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as
provided in subsection (10)(f){(iii}(C).

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
issued a special 1license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
the handicapped person., (Terminates July 1, 13%96--sec. 4,
Ch. 654, L. 1989.)

61-3-332. (Bffective July 1, 1996) Number plates. (1) A
motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the

=11- HB 96
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motorcycle or guadricycle type, one £for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD* or
the Jletters "MC™ and the word “DERLER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter "D* or the word “DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only {(including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U" and the word Y"DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers [(new ar used) that bear the
distinctive letters “DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER", cone for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters “RV" or the letter “R" and the word
“DERLER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

{2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a digtinctive marking,
and be furnished by’the state. In years when number plates
are not iasued, the department‘shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3} Subject to the provisions of this section, the

-12—~ HB 96
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department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectiony-and-it-shati-manufacture-the-newiy
designed-—number——piatea-for-issuance-after-danuary-1;-199%4
to-replacer-at-renewat-as-required-in-6i-3-3t2-and-631-3-31 45
number—-pitates-that-were-dispiayed-on-motor--vehicies--before
that-date.

{4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. Pesr
number—-piates--issued--after--139767-~the THE outline of the
state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border on
such the license plates, and the word "Montana" and the year
must be placed across the bottom--cf--the plates. Such
registration Registration plates must be treated with a

reflectorized material

background according to
specifications prescribed by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and-be-numbered-consecutively-for-each
seriep-of-piates. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle musat
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal

baseline. The county number must be separated £rom the

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
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a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of sueh
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

(6} For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings PROVIDED in this section previded,
number‘plates must bear the following distinctive markings:

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the various state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and ne a year number may

not be indicated thereen on_the plates because these

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical coandition
cf numbered plates requires it.

(b} For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,

in a position that the department may designate, the letter

~14- HB 96
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"X" or the word "EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
congecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be diaplayed on
the number plates.

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word “TRUCK* on plates assigned tc trucks and the letters
“PR* or the word “TRAILER" on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" must
appear on plates assigned to vehiclesg of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

{8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
Ne A registration or license fee mﬁy not be assessed upon a

transfer of a number plate under 6§1-3-317 and 61-3-335.
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(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missocula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
pPowder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, l4; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roocsevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 3%; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be aasigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

(10} Each type ur special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate series of plates, numbered as
provided in subsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or corganization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
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section, the special plates are subject to the Bsame rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
whe is eligible te receive them, and must be removed upon
Bale or other disposition of the wvehicle. The special
license plates must be issued to national guard members,
former priscners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, or veterans of_ the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

(a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued & special license ptate plates with a design or
decal displaying the letters “NG". The adjutant general
shall issue to each active member of the Montana national
guard a certificate authorizing the department to issue one

set-of national guard plates, numbered in sets of two with a

different number on each set, and the member shall surrender

the plates to the department upon becoming ineligible tc use
them.

{b}) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued a special license ptete plates with a design or
decal displaying the following: United States army reserve,

AR (symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor):
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United States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United
States marine corps resérve. MCR (globe and anchor). The
commanding officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall
issue to each eligible member o©of the reserve unit a
certificate authorizing the issuance of ene-set-—of special

licenge plates, numbered in_ sets of two with a different

number on_each set. The member shall surrender the plates to
the depa:tmenE upon becoming ineligible to use them.

{(c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because
of an injury that has been determined by the department of
veterans affairs to be gervice-connected may, upon
presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued a special license plate under this
section with a design or decal displaying the letters "“Dv".

(i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a
100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter.

(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran
are not transferable to another person.

{iii}) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special
license plate for more than one vehicle.

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's
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plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is
entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped
person's vehicle under this title.

{d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forcea of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof he issued a special license piate

PLATES, NUMBERED IN SETS OF TWO WITH A DIFFERENT NUMBER ON

EACH SET, with a design or decal displaying the words
“ex-prisoner of war™ or an abbreviation the department
considers appropriate.

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by
parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof
satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the
requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall
issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
services of the United States special license plates, fer

ene-motor-vehicte—oniy NUMBERED IN SETS OF TWO WITH A

DIFFERENT NUMBER ON EACH SET, designed to indicate that the

applicant is a survivar of the Pearl Harbor attack if the
applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on
December 7, 1341, was on station on December 7, 1941, during
the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Pearl

HBarbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not
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more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge from
the United States armed forces. If special license plates
issued under this subsection are lost, stclen, or mutilated,
the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement
plates upon request and without charge.

(f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10}(f)(i) if ne the person was separated from
the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

{i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the person's gualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(A) the word "VETERAN* and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service vérified in the
application; or

{B) a aymbol representing the purple heart medal.

{il) Plates must be furnished by the department to the

county treasurer, who shall issue them to gqualified
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veterans. The plates ﬁust be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

{iii) Bach veteran who receives special license plates
under this subsection (10)(f£) is liable for payment of all
taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter
and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate
fee of §10. Upon an original application for a license under
this subsection (10)(f}, the county treasurer shall:

{A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

(B} remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and

{C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state apecial revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

(iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the apecial fee as
provided in subsection (10)(f)(iii)(C).

{g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal
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bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person."”

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. {This act] is

effective January 1, 1994,

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 96
INTRODUCED BY REAM

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ALLOWING HOLDERS OF
"PRISONER OF WAR" AND 'SURVIYOR OF PEARL HARBOR" SPECIAL

LICERSE PLATES AND MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OR RESERVE

ARMED FORCES TO BE AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE SET
OF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTION 61-3-332, MCA;

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:

®61-3-332. (Temporary) Numher plates. (1) A motor
vehicle that is driven wupon the satreets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the diatinctive number assigned the wvehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of wmotor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters “MCD" ox
the letters “MC” and the word "DEALER", one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars (including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that

bear the distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER", one
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for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "U* and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in
trajilers and/or semitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters “TR® and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV*® or the letter “R" and the word
"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All wmarkings
for the various kinds of dealera' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates,

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectionr-and-it-shali-manufackture-the-newly
designed-number-pistes-fer-issuance-nfter-danuary--iy--199iy
to—repiace1-nt«reneuai-as-required~in~6i—3—3l2—aﬂd—6i-3—3147
number—-plates——that-were-displayed-on-motor-vehiecles-before

that-date.

(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates must be

-2- HB 96
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of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline
of the state of Montana must be used as a distinctive border
on sach the license plates, and the word “Montana® and the
year must be placed across the plates. Such--registration
Registration plates must be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed
by the department.

(5} The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number cambination, such
as "A 1" or “AA 1%, or any other aimilar combination of
letters and numberg. The distinctive registration number or
letter—number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county number must be separated from the
distinctive registration number by a separation mark unlesa
a letter—number combination is used. The dimensions of »such
numerals and letters must be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

{6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings provided in this section, number
plates must bear the following distinctive markingsa:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may

designate the prefix nuaber for the various state
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departments, All numbered plates isgued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned”, and ne a year number may

not be indicated thereon on the plates because these

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the department only when the physical condition
of numbered plates requires it,

{b) For wvehicles that are owneq by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officiais and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,
in a position that the department may designate, the letter
"X* or the word "EXEMPT*. Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
school districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively. Because these number plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the

department only when the physical condition of the number
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plates reguires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

(7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers, there must appear the letter "T" or the
word “"TRUCK"® on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
»PR* or the word "TRAILER* on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters “MC* or the word "CYCLE"™ must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

{8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
Ne A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a nusber plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillipas, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,

26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 10;
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Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 39; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 4l; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, muat be a separate series of plates, numbered as
provided in subsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremavable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant
belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
Bection, the épecial plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must be removed upon
sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special
license plates must be issued to national guard members,
former prisonera of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterans, saurvivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,

veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
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services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the fcllowing provisions:

{a) An active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued = special license piate plates with a design or
decal displaying the letters "NG". The adjutant general
shall issue toc each active member ¢f the Moatana naticnal
guard a certificate authorizing the department to issue one

set-of pational guard plates, numbered in sets of two with a

different number on each set, and the member shall surrender

the plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use
them.

{b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued a special license plate plates with a design or
decal displaying the following: United States army reserve,
AR (symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor});
United States air Fforce reserve, AFR (symbol); and United
States marine corps reserve, MCR (globe and anchor). The
commanding officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall
issue to each eligible member of the reserve unit a
certificate authorizing the issuance of one-set--of special

licenae plates, nusmbered in gets of two with a different

number on each set. The member shall surrender the plates to

the department upon becoming ineligible to use them.

{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed
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forces of the United States and who is 1003 disabled because
of an injury that has been determined by the department of
veterans affairs to be service-connected may, upon
presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued a special license plate under this
section with a design or decal displaying the letters “DV",

{i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a
100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GVW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is $5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes fFor that vehicle under this
chapter,

{(ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran
are not tranaferable to another person.

(iii) A Jdisabled veteran is not entitled to a special
license plate for more than one vehicle.

(iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's
plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is
entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped
persen’s vehicle under this title.

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by his the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be igsued a special license piate

PLATES, NUMBERED IN SETS OF TWO WI1TH A DIFFERENT NUMBER ON
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EACH SET, with a design or decal displaying the words
“ex-prisoner of war® or an abbreviation Gthe department
considers appropriate.

(e) Upon payment of all taxes and fees required by
parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnigshing proof
satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the
requirements of this subsection {(e), the department shall
igsue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
services of the United States special license plates, fer

one-motor-vehiclie-onty NIUMBERED IN SETS OF TWO WITH A

DIFFERENT NUMBER ON EACH SET, designed to indicate that the

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the
applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on
December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during
the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawali time) at Pearl
Harbor, the island of Oahu, or offshore at a diastance of not
more than 3 miles, and received an honorable diacharge from
the United States armed forcea. If special license plates
issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated,
the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement
plates upon request and without charge.

{£) A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be issued 1license plates inscribed as provided in

subsection (10)(f)}(i) if he the person was separated from
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the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumstances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

(i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the person‘'s qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by 1law, special
license plates numbered in sets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(A} the word "VETERAN" and a symbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
guard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the
county treasurer, who shall issue them to qualified
veterans. The plates must be placed or mounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

(iii) Bach veteran who receives special license plates
under this subsection (10}(f) is liable for payment of all
taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter
and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate

fee of $10. Upon an original application for a license under
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this subsection (10)(f), the county treasurer shall:

i{A) deposit §3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

(B) remit 51 for deposit in the state general fund; and

tC) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for constructicn, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registratiocn, the
county treasucer shall deposit all of the aspecial fee as
provided in subsection (10)}(£){iii)(C)-

¢(g) A Nontana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be
issued a special license plate with a design or decal
bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of
éhe handicapped person. (Terminates July 1, 19%6--sec. 4,
Ch. 654, L. 1983.)

61-3-332,. (Rffective July 1, 1996) Number platea. (1) A
motor vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number assigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of

motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
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motorcycle or qQuadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC*" and the word "DEALER“, one for franchised
dealers in new motorcars {(including trucks and trailers) or
new and useé motorcars (including trucks and trailers) that
bear the distinctive letter “DP* or the word “DEALER", one
for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UGD™ or the
letter "U® and the word *“DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used} that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters “TR" and the word.
“DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter “R" and the word
"DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the various kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates,

{2) All nusber plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be EFurnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must
be affixed to the license plates in use.

(3} Subject to the provisions of this section, the
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department shall create a new design for number plates as
provided in this sectionyr-and-it-shaii-manufacture-the-newiy
designed--number--piates-for-issnance-after-danvary-i5-1991¢
to-repiaces;-at-renewal-as-required-in-61-3-312-and-61-3-314y
number-piates-that-were-dispiayed-on-motor—-vehicles—-before
that-date.

(4) 1n the case'of motorcars and trucks, number plates
must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. Peor
number—-platen—--issued--after--193767-~the THE outline of the
atate of Montana must be used as a distinctive border on
such the license plates, and the word "Montana™ and the year
must be placed across the bottom——of—-the plates. Suech
regiskration Registration plates must be treated with a
reflectorized background material according to
specifications prescribed by the department.

(5) The distinctive registration numbers must begin
with a number one or with a letter-number combination, such
as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers and-be-numbered-consecutiveiy-for-each
series-of-pitates. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizaontal order on the same horizontal

baseline. The county number must be separated from the

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless
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a letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of asuch
numerals and letters wmust be determined by the department,
and all county and registration numbers must be of equal
height.

{6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings PROVIDED in this section provided,
number plates must bear the following distinctive markinga:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department may
designate the prefix number for the various state
departments. All numbered plates issued to state departments
must bear the words "State Owned", and ne a year number may

not be indicated thereon on the plates because these

numbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the departament only when the physical condition
of numbered plétes requires it.

(b} For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized wunder the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty and for vehicles on loan
from the United States government or the state of Montana
to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated
by officials and employees therecf in the 1line of duty,
there must be placed on the number plates assigned thereto,

in a position that the department may designate, the letter
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X" or the word “EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers
for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the
counties in the state and those of the municipalities and
achool districts situated within each of the counties and
those of the irrigation districts that obtain plates within
each county must begin with number one and be pumbered
consecutively. Because these onumber plates are of a
permanent nature, they are subject to replacement by the
department only when the physical condition of the number
plates requires it and a year number may not be displayed on
the number plates.

{7} On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of
the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and
tax-exempt trailers., there must appear the letter “T* or the
word "TRUCK" on plates assigned to trucks and the letters
“TR" or the word "TRAILER™ on plates assigned to trailers
and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE"™ must
appear on plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type.

{8) Number plates issued to a passenger c¢ar, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only‘ to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or gquadricycle-type vehicle.
No A registration or licenae fee -iy not be assessed upon a

transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335,
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{9 For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state are assigned numbers as follows:
Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4;
Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergua, B8;
Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12;
Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21: Big
Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera,
26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30;
Teton, 31; S&tillwater, 32; 7Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34;
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38;
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42;
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson,
51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum,
55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties must be assigned numbers
by the department as they may be formed, beginning with the
number 57.

{10} Each type of special license plate approved by the
legislature, except collegiate license plates authorized in
61-3-463, must be a separate geries of plates, numbered as
provided in wsubsection (5), except that the county number
must be replaced by a nonremovable design or decal
designating the group or organization to which the applicant

belongs. Unless otherwise specifically stated in this
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section, the special plates are subject to the same rules
and laws as govern the issuance of regular license plates,
must be placed or mounted on a vehicle owned by the person
who is eligible to receive them, and must be remcved upon
sale or other disposition of the vehicle. The special
license plates must be ispued to national quard members,
former priscners of war, handicapped persons, reservists,
disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, or veterans of the armed
services who were awarded the purple heart medal, who comply
with the following provisions:

{a) BAn active member of the Montana national guard may
be issued & special license piate plates with a design or
decal displaying the letters "WG", The adjutant general
shall issue to each active member of the Montana national
guard a certificate authorizing the department to igsue one

sek-af national guard plates, numbered in sets of two with a

different number on each set, and the member shall surrender

the plates tco the department upon becoming ineligible to use
thenm,

(b) An active member of the reserve armed forces of the
United States of America who is a resident of this state may
be issued & special license piate plates with a design or
decal displaying the following: United States army reserve,

AR {symbol); United States naval reserve, NR (anchor};
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United States air force reserve, AFR (symbol); and United
States marine corps resérve, MCR (globe and anchor). The
commanding officer of each armed forces reserve unit shall
isgsue to each eligible wmember of the reserve unit a
certificate authorizing the issuance of one-set—-eof special

license plates, numbered in sets of two with a different

number on_each set. The member shall surrender the plates to

the department upon becowming ineligible to use them.

{c) A resident of Montana who is a veteran of the armed
forces of the United States and who is 100% disabled because
of an injury that has been determined by the department of
veterans affairs to be service-connected wmay, upon
presentation to the department of proof of the 100%
disability, be issued a special license plate under this
section uiih a deaign or decal displaying the letters "DV*™,

{i) The fee for original or renewal registration by a
100% disabled veteran for a passenger vehicle or a truck
with a GUW-rated capacity of 1 ton or less is §5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this
chapter.

t{ii) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran
are not transferable to another person.

{iii) A disabled veteran is not entitled to a special
license plate for more than one vehicle.

{iv) A vehicle lawfully displaying a disabled veteran‘s
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plate and that is conveying a 100% disabled veteran is
entitled to the parking privileges allowed a handicapped
person's vehicle under this title.

(d) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the armad
forces of the United States and was captured and held
prisoner by a military force of a foreign nation, documented
by hia the veteran's service record, may upon application
and presentation of proof be issued a special license piate

PLATES, MNUMBERED IN SETS OF TWO WITH A DIFFERENT NUMBER ON

EACH SET, with a design or decal displaying the words
"ex-prisoner of war®" or an abbreviation the department
considers appropriate.

(e} Upon payment of all taxeas and fees reguired by
parts 3 and 5 of this chapter and upon furnishing proof
satisfactory to the department that the applicant meets the
requirements of this subsection (e), the department shall
issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the armed
services of the United States special license plates, for

one-motor-vehicie-onty NUMBERED IN SETS OF TWO WITH A

DIFFERENT NUMBER ON EACH SET, designed to indicate that the

applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack if the
applicant was a member of the United States armed forces on
December 7, 1941, was on station on December 7, 1941, during
the hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Hawaii time) at Peafl

Harbor, the iasland of Oahu, or offshore at a distance of not
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more than 3 miles, and received an honorable discharge Erom
the United States armed forces. If sapecial license plates
issued under this subsection are lost, stolen, or mutilated,
the recipient of the plates is entitled to replacement
plates upon request and without charge.

{f) A motor vehicle owner and resident of thig state
who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States
may be issued license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10)(f){i) if he the person was separated from
the armed services under other than dishonorable
circumatances or was awarded the purple heart medal:

{i) Upon submission of proof, in a form prescribed by
the department, of his the peraon's qualification under this
subsection, there must be issued to each applicant, in lieu
of the regular license plates prescribed by law, special
license plates numbered in aets of two with a different
number on each set. The plates must display:

(A) the word “"VETERAN" and a gsymbol signifying the
United States army, United States navy, United States air
force, United States marine corps, or United States coast
quard, according to the record of service verified in the
application; or

(B) a symbol representing the purple heart medal.

(ii) Plates must be furnished by the department to the

county treasurer, who shall issue them to gualified
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veterans. The plates must be placed or wmounted on the
vehicle owned by the veteran designated in the application
and must be removed upon sale or other disposition of the
vehicle.

(iii) Each veteran who receives special license plates
under this subsection {(10})}(f) is liable for payment of all
taxes and fees reqguired under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter
and a special veteran's or purple heart medal license plate
fee of §10. Upon an original application for a license under
this subsection (10)(f), the county treasurer shalil:

{A) deposit $3 of the special fee in the county general
fund;

{B) remit $1 for deposit in the state general fund; and

{C) deposit the remainder of the special fee in the
state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
of military affairs to be appropriated by the legislature
for construction, operation, and maintenance of the state
veterans' cemetery.

{iv) Upon subsequent annual renewal of registration, the
county treasurer shall deposit all of the special fee as
provided in subsection (10)(E)(iii)(C).

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a
special parking permit under 49-4-301 may, upon written
application on a form prescribed by the department, be

issued a special license plate with a design or decal
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bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the symbol of

the handicapped person."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is
effective January 1, 1994,

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 96

INTRCDUCED BY REAM

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ALLOWING BHOLDERS OF

“PRISONER OF WAR™ AND “SURVIVOR OF PEARL HARBOR" SPECIAL

LICENSE PLATES AND MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OR RESERVE

ARMED FORCES TO BE AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE MORE THAN OME SET
OF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTION 61-3-332, MCA:

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.*®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section §1-3-312, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-332. (Temporary) Nusber plates. (1) A motor
vehicle that is driven wupon the asatreets or highways of
Montana must display both front and rear number plates,
bearing the distinctive number asaigned the vehicle. The
number plates are in 10 series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehiclea of the motorcycle or
guadricycle type that bear the distinctive letters "MCD" or
the letters "MC” and the word “DEALER", one for (franchised
dealers in new motorcars {including trucks and trailers) or
new and used motorcara (including trucks and trailers) that

bear the distinctive letter “D" or the word "DEALER", one
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for dealers in used motorcars only (including used trucks
and trailers) that bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the
letter "0* and the word "DEALER", one for dealers in
trailers and/or pmemitrailers (new or used) that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR™ or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER", one for dealers in recreational vehicles that bear
the distinctive letters "RV" or the letter "R" and the word
“DEALER", and one for special license plates. All markings
for the varicus kinds of dealers' plates must be placed on
the number plates assigned thereto in the position that the
department designates.

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles must be issued
for a minimum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking,
and be furnished by the state. In years when number plates
are not issued, the department shall provide nonremovable
stickers bearing appropriate registration numbers that must

be affixed to the license plates in uge.

There are no changes in this bill
Please refer to third reading
(blue) for complete text.
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