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~ BILLNO.'i:;i_ 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT IMPOSING A $2 PER NIGHT 

FEE ON VEHICLES NOT LICENSED IN THIS STATE AND USED FOR 

CAMPING AT PRIVATE CAMPGROUNDS AND AT AREAS OWNED OR MANAGED 

BY THE STATE: PROVIDING FOR DISTRIBUTION OF THE FEE 

PROCEEDS; AMENDING SECTION 23-l-105, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-1-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-l.-l.05. Pees and charges. (l) The department shall 

have power to levy and collect reasonable fees or other 

charges for the use of privileges and conveniences as may be 

provided and to grant concessions as it considers advisable, 

except as provided in subsection (2). All money derived from 

the fees imposed by this section and the activities of the 

depar~rnent m~st be deposited in the state treasury in a 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the departmentL 

except that one-half of the money derived from the fee 

i~posed by subsection (5) must be deposited in the general 

f-cd. 

(2) Over~ight ca:np.ing fees established t,:,· ~r:e 

department unde~ subsection (l) must be discounted 50% ~er a 
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LC 0090/0l. 

campsite rented by a person who is a resident of Montana as 

defined in 87-2-102 and either 62 years of age or older or 

certified as disabled in accordance with rules adopted by 

the department. 

(3) For a violation of any fee collection rule 

involving a vehicle, the registered owner of the vehicle at 

the time of the violation is personally responsible if an 

adult is not in the vehicle at the time the violation is 

discovered by an authorized officer. A defense that the 

vehicle was driven into the fee area by another person is 

not allowable unless it is shown that at that time the 

vehicle was being used without the consent of the registered 

owner. 

(4) Money received from the collection of fees and 

charges is not subject to the deposit requirements of 

17-6-105. The department shall deposit mon~y col~ected under 

this section within a reasonable time after receipt. 

{5) There is an additional $2 per night fee for each 

vehicle, defined in 61-1-129 through 6i-1-:31, or any other 

ve~icle designed or altered to provide te~pcrary sleeping 

~uarte~~ t~at is not licensed in this state and that is used 

ac a location subject to the fees provided :or in suosection 

.G.L" 

:-:Syij' SEC:':c-~; :.- Section 2. Overnight vehicle camping fee 

disposition. :t:e:-e ,._s a $2 per :1.:..q:-,t fee f::r ea.c:-. 
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1 vehicle, defined in 61-1-129 through 61-1-131, or any other 

2 vehicle designed or altered to provide temporary sleeping 

3 quarters that is not licensed in this state and that is used 

4 at a campground by the campground's patrons. ~he campgro~nd 

5 licensee shall collect the fee proceeds and on or before the 

6 10th day cf each calendar month mail the fee proceeds 

7 collected in the prior calendar month to the state 

8 treasurer, who shall deposit them in the state treasury in 

9 the state special revenue r ,nd referred to in 23-1-105{1). 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. 

11 {Section 2] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

12 of Title SO, chapter 52, part 1, and the provisions of Title 

13 50, chapter 52, part l, apply to [section 2]. 

14 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act) is 

15 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0043. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act imposing a $2 per night fee on vehicles not licensed in this state and used for camping at private campgrounds and at 
areas owned or managed by the state; providing for distribution of the fee proceeds; and providing an immediate effective 
date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

Fish. Wildlife & Parks Campgrounds 

1. Annually there are 25,000_non-resident camper nights in state-owned campgrounds. 
2. Campground use begins 5/15 and ends 9/15 (4 months). 
3. Collections of the $2 fee would start on 9/1/92. 
4. Only 2 months of revenue would be collected in FY93. 
5. Costs to resign existing state campgrounds is $1,000. 
6. There will be no reduction in usage of state campgrounds by non-residents as a result of higher fees. 

Private Campgrounds 

l. According to the Montana 1992 Recreation Guide prepared by the Department of Commerce, there are 5,116 private RV stalls 
in Montana. 

2. There is an 80\ occupancy rate, of which 60\ are non-residents. 
3. The camping season begins 6/1 and ends 8/30 (3 months). 
4. Only 1 month of revenue would be collected in FY93. 
5. The fees would be collected through the same process as the bed tax (by the Department of Revenue). 

FWP does not have data on the amount of non-resident use at local government campgrounds. Consequently, the fiscal 
impact is understated. 

(Fiscal Impact - see next page) / l/\_ I I 1 
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DIRECTOR DATE 
Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB0043, as introduced 
JID .I./;;, 
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F!Stiti. IMl!ACT: 

Revenue: 

~it FWJ:> campground tee Collections 
Pri..;,ate Campground Fee Collections 

Total 
.. ;,~ 

\-Una\~; 
,,-"1-\,'.i~}~-,;_.- ;, •••, ;: C <.,< 
~~r11:~tun1 
state ~~~fta1 

Total 

FY~3-

$ 23,000 
14?. OS)-0 

$17~;0'0'0 

$ '85 .~o'<l 
•s&~/006 

ti 70,000 

(Dat1i. \~ hcl't '~vai'1!s:l:i1e on tH'e ;ti'scill 'i:nipai::t of '16~\J. ~e~tit ciin\>91.Jiliti'is.) 

'iJ:,.. -,- _;:: .. ,-,;,,_~,. '. .-, ,·,·'·_.:·-_~_-;, ' '_,.,., 

'k"F~i&,:·fflt .. c~ d~·•~· .. ~· ~s ®'mt•,;~: 
-S~. ;1dca1 g;:;.Jenin\ents ·ao 'h:a:.,e ove:riii'.1)iit diihipiri.'g '&ha wtfu'ia 'tie impadt:ed ]:fy t.he bil'l. Data is <not avail.allle .,to estimat..e 
·the 'rJ,p;{e\:: . 

i.t.&~~~E ·lffi·~ ''3'F "~R~b '$Gts~dN: 

The pr6p6sa.l ';ahould gehet~te :f4'.g2, 000 ($24'6 /O()'o Geh'eriil 'F'und) 'in 'F'i'9:4 wh'en it i-s fully implemented' 

'rii:cffltf@t ·g1s: 
.J,t,J'.1;1 'wici~~:t;.ioiho.,cp~rdi\{~t~s i1Wpleine~t~tion ~£ the a~t :with private ·and local 'governiiient campgrounds on such .items cAs 
t~r~k••;•:"f' ~-'.-'•~ -,.--..._,">"'¥\,t]'-~_"•:•-••~; '1•·.\i'.:~'1-"---~'-',,' "-, ,.•,,,,-',__.,, '•.,.v.••(.'\"a •"•<': •_,,,,.•' -,,, ••,:, ,~~ , •i:' ,••·•• -~•,••--.••• ' •'•, ' A , ,-._ '> , • 

iJ.l.~l.~~.~$.J:;.9~;~B?it£~~:t! 5.;.-,,r~l!\t.~~~ft~, .. ~u~~~EI : .. '~t'.c. , I1:<'r13 :ra1t~ it i:wou1'Cl ,~ · hamlUid ,,-1.n, the ,same 111am1er . ..f/!B the 
{l::ie,~ ~<~S>ll~SF.~~~ .. F:1:\0\l'1ti ffie l:>epar~t of 'Re~. ;To''fit ·ttti's·~f)roeeas, the -bill•BlWlll/d :i:equire quart;.esty r.ather 
than monthly remittance. 

;~,:~H~Li1~':~~r*ai~f,~:m;;,'ijf~jfi~··~d:1fl~~¥~:., ,'ro.~~bfd ~H~~~-Bn-to e~roimd ti,pettaeoli's in .~e mi'ddle ,Gf ~e 
cat11p1Kg season, an ef'tectfve 'tite afi:er l:¥ie·eitd··<o£ 'this' ~!rttg•,tf1ttts01F1ilay'·be moire'iflpp~ri&t:e. 




