
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15 

INTRODUCED BY SEVERSON, ANDERSON, BISHOP, HOFMAN, 
B. BROWN, RAPP-SVRCEK, JENKINS, YELLOWTAIL, BECK, 

FARRELL, JACOBSON, MCLANE, HARP 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 7, 1989 

FEBRUARY 15, 1989 

FEBRUARY 16, 1989 

FEBRUARY 17, 1989 

FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

FEBRUARY 19, 1989 

FEBRUARY 21, 1989 

MARCH 10, 1989 

MARCH 15, 1989 

MARCH 17, 1989 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON FISH & GAME. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 50; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 91; NOES, 6. 

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS. 



APRIL 4, 1989 

APRIL 6, 1989 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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A ~~OLU ION OF THE SENATE AND TH~~6USE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUPPORTING FIREARMS 

SAFETY TRAINING IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, of the 50 states, Montana has the second 

highest percentage of residents purchasing hunting licenses; 

and 

WHEREAS, as many as 85% of the households in Montana 

are estimated to contain firearms; and 

WHEREAS, improper and unsupervised use or handling of 

firearms by children can be hazardous; and 

WHEREAS, a small, but unfortunate and preventable, 

number of children in Montana are the victims of unnecessary 

firearms accidents each year; and 

WHEREAS, the right of Montana citizens to keep and bear 

arms is a right guaranteed under both the Montana 

Constitution and the United States constitution; and 

WHEREAS, it is expected that Montana citizens will 

continue to have a high level of private ownership of 

firearms; and 

WHEREAS, safety training for other life-hazard or 
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injury-hazard topics, such as fire escape, is currently 

conducted in elementary schools; and 

WHEREAS, widespread firearms safety training in 

elementary schools could result in a significant reduction 

in firearms-related injuries and deaths among Montana 

children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

inclusion of firearms safety training in all elementary 

schools of Montana. 

( 2) That the training involve discussion of the 

potential hazards of firearms misuse and encouragement for 

children to handle firearms only with adult supervision. 

(3) That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

educators and educational administrators of Montana to rely 

on the expertise and availability of the shooting and 

sporting community in Montana to aid in implementing 

firearms safety training in elementary schools of Montana, 

and that the Montana Legislature not expect schools to rely 

on public funding to accomplish the training. 

(4) That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

educators and educational administrators of Montana, 

together with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, to 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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1 seek the counsel and advice of the National Rifle 

2 Association of America and the Montana Rifle and Pistol 

3 Association to design and implement appropriate firearms 

4 safety curricula for elementary schools of Montana. 

-End-

-3-



51st Legislature LC 1742/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

APPROVED BY COMH. 
ON FISH AND GAME 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUPPORTING FIREARMS 

SAFETY TRAINING IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, of the 50 states, Montana has the second 

highest percentage of residents purchasing hunting licenses; 

and 

WHEREAS, as many as 85% of the households in Montana 

are estimated to contain firearms; and 

WHEREAS, improper and unsupervised use or handling of 

firearms by children can be hazardous; and 

WHEREAS, a small, but unfortunate and preventable, 

number of children in Montana are the victims of unnecessary 

firearms accidents each year; and 

WHEREAS, the right of Montana citizens to keep and bear 

arms is a right guaranteed under both the Montana 

Constitution and the United States Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, it is expected that Montana citizens will 

continue to have a high level of private ownership of 

firearms; and 

WHEREAS, safety training for other life-hazard or 
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injury-hazard topics, such as fire escape, is currently 

conducted in elementary schools; and 

WHEREAS, widespread firearms safety training in 

elementary schools could result in a significant reduction 

in firearms-related injuries and deaths among Montana 

children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

inclusion of firearms safety training in all elementary 

schools of Montana. 

(2) That the training involve discussion of the 

potential hazards of firearms misuse and encouragement for 

children to handle firearms only with adult supervision. 

(3) That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

educators and educational administrators of Montana to rely 

on the expertise and availability of the shooting and 

sporting community in Montana to aid in implementing 

firearms safety training in elementary schools of Montana, 

and that the Montana Legislature not expect schools to rely 

on public funding to accomplish the training. 

( 4) That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

educators and educational administrators of Montana, 

together with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, to 

-2-
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1 seek the counsel and advice of the National Rifle 

2 Association of America and the Montana Rifle and Pistol 

3 Association to design and implement appropriate firearms 

4 safety curricula for elementary schools of Montana. 

-End-

-3-
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUPPORTING FIREARMS 

SAFETY TRAINING IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, of the 50 states, Montana has the second 

highest percentage of residents purchasing hunting licenses; 

and 

WHEREAS, as many as 85\ of the households in Montana 

are estimated to contain firearms: and 

WHEREAS, improper and unsupervised use or handling of 

firearms by children can be hazardous; and 

WHEREAS, a small, but unfortunate and preventable, 

number of children in Montana are the victims of unnecessary 

firearms accidents each year; and 

WHEREAS, the right of Montana citizens to keep and bear 

arms is a right guaranteed under both the Montana 

Constitution and the United States Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, it is expected that Montana citizens will 

continue to have a high level of private ownership of 

firearms; and 

WHEREAS, safety training for other life-hazard or 
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injury-hazard topics, such as fire escape, is currently 

conducted in elementary schools; and 

WHEREAS, widespread firearms safety training in 

elementary schools could result in a significant reduction 

in firearms-related injuries and deaths among Montana 

children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

( 1 J That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

inclusion of firearms safety training in all elementary 

schools of Montana. 

(2] That the training involve discussion of the 

potential hazards of firearms misuse and encouragement for 

children to handle firearms only with adult supervision. 

(3] That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

educators and educational administrators of Montana to rely 

on the expertise and availability of the shooting and 

sporting community in Montana to aid in implementing 

firearms safety training in elementary schools of Montana, 

and that the Montana Legislature not expect schools to rely 

on public funding to accomplish the training. 

(4] That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

educators and educational administrators of Montana, 

together with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, to 

THIRD READING 
-2-
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seek the counsel and advice of the National Rifle 

Association of America and the Montana Rifle and Pistol 

Association to design and implement appropriate firearms 

safety curricula for elementary schools of Montana. 

-End-

-3-



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 10, 1989 

Page 1 of 2 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Education and Cultural 

Resources report that SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 15 (third 

reading copy -- bluet be concurred in as amended • 

-y-? 
Signed: I CZ ,£~d S~y~mnan 

[REP. EUDAILY WILL CARRY THIS BILL ON 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 7. 
Following: •TRAINING" 
Strike: "IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF" 
Insert: "FOR SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN IN" 

2. Page 2, lines 3 and 4." 
Following: •training• 

THE HOUSE FLOORI 

Strike: remainder of line 3 through •schools• on line 4 
Insert: •for school-age children• 

3. Page 2, line 10. 
Strike: • (1)" 

4. Page 2, lines 11 and 12. 
Strike: •inclusion• on line 11 
Insert: •provision• 
Following: •training• 
Strike: remainder of line 11 through line 12 
Insert: •for school-age children in Montana through cooperation 

between school districts and appropriate local organizations 
that represent the shooting and sporting community in 
Montana. The cooperation should include: 
(1) the dissemination of information on firearms safety; 
(2) information on the availability of firearms safety 

training programs offered by the appropriate local organizations; 
and 

(3) an offer by school districts of use of a school 
facility during after-school hours for any firearms safety 
training program offered by an appropriate local organization 
that represents the shooting and sporting community." 

5. Page 2, line 13, through page 4, line 4. 
Strike: subsections (2) through (4) 

March 10, 1989 
Page 2 of 2 

HOUSE 

SIR. I~ 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15 

INTRODUCED BY SEVERSON, ANDERSON, BISHOP, HOFMAN, 

B. BROWN, RAPP-SVRCEK, JENKINS, YELLOWTAIL, BECK, 

FARRELL, JACOBSON, MCLANE, HARP 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUPPORTING FIREARMS 

SAFETY TRAINING %N--EbHMENTARY--SeHeebS--9P FOR SCHOOL-AGE 

CHILDREN IN MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, of the 50 states, Montana has the second 

highest percentage of residents purchasing hunting licenses; 

and 

WHEREAS, as many as 85% of the households in Montana 

are estimated to contain firearms; and 

WHEREAS, improper and unsupervised use or handling of 

firearms by children can be hazardous; and 

WHEREAS, a small, but unfortunate and preventable, 

number of children in Montana are the victims of unnecessary 

firearms accidents each year; and 

WHEREAS, the right of Montana citizens to keep and bear 

arms is a right guaranteed under both the Montana 

Constitution and the United States Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, it is expected that Montana citizens will 
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continue to have a high level of private ownership of 

firearms; and 

WHEREAS, safety training for other life-hazard or 

injury-hazard topics, such as fire escape, is currently 

conducted in elementary schools; and 

WHEREAS, widespread firearms safety training tn 

eiemen~ary-~ehool~ FOR SCHOOL-AG~ CHILDREN could result in a 

significant reduction in firearms-related injuries and 

deaths among Montana children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

tit That the Montana Legislature encourage the 

ineln~ion PROVISION of firearms safety training in--all 

eleme"~e~y--~ehooi~--of--Mo~te"a• FOR SCHOOL-AG~ CHiLDREN IN 

MONTANA THROUGH COOPERATION BETWEEN SCHOCL DISTRICTS AND 

APPROPRIATE LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT REPRESENT THE SHOOTING 

AND SPORTING COMMUNITY IN MONTANA. THE COOPERATION SHOULD 

INCLUDE: 

( ll THE DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON FIREARMS 

SAFETY; 

(2) INFORMATION ON THE AVAILABILITY OF FIREARMS SAFETY 

TRAINING PROGRAMS OFFERED BY THE APPROPRIATE LOCAL 

ORGANIZATIONS; AND 

(3) AN OFFER BY SCHOOL DISTRICT~_Q.F USE OF A SCHOOL 

-2- SJR 15 
REFERENCE BILL 

AS AI£NDED 
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1 FACILITY DURING AFTER-SCHOOL HOURS FOR ANY FIREARMS SAFETY 

2 TRAINING PROGRAM OFFERED BY AN APPROPRIATE LOCAL 

3 ORGANIZATION THAT REPRESENTS THE SHOOTING AND SPORTING 

4 COMMUNITY. 

S tit--~ftat---the--t~ai~ing--tn¥eiY~--disettssion--o£--the 

6 pot~ntiei-ha~ards-o£-£irearms-mfs~se-and--eneouragement--£or 

7 efttidren-to-hondie-ftrearms-oniy-w~th-adttit-supervtstono 

8 t3t--~ftat---tft~---Montana---be9islat~re--eneo~ra9e--the 

9 e~ueetore-and-edueationai-administrators-o£-Montana-to--reiy 

10 on--the--expertise--and--avaiiabtlity--o£--the--shooting-and 

11 sporting--eommunity--in--Montana--to--aid--in---im~iementing 

12 firea~ms--safety--training-in-elementary-sehoois-o£-Montana, 

13 and-that-the-Montana-begisiature-not-expect-sehoois-to--reiy 

14 on-puhiie-£unding-to-aeeompiish-~h~-~reining. 

15 t4t--~ha~---the---Montana---begisiae~re--enco~rage--the 

16 edtleaee~s--and--edtteaeienai---adm~n%straeer~---o£---Montena 7 

17 eoqeeher--wieh--the-S~perin~endent-o£-Ptibi%e-inser~etion,-to 

18 ~~ek--the--eo~nsei--and--adviee--o£---th~---Nationai---Rifie 

19 A~~oeia~ion--of--Ameriea--and--the--Meneana-Rifle-and-Pistoi 

20 Assoeiation-to-design--and--impiemene--ap~ropria~e--firearms 

21 safety-e~rrieHia-£or-eiementary-sehools-of-Montana. 

-End-

-3- SJR 15 




