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SENATE BILL NO. 381 

INTRODUCED BY FARRELL, HARP, GALT, DEVLIN, MEYER, BECK 

FEBRUARY 9, 1989 

FEBRUARY 16, 1989 

FEBRUARY 17, 1989 

FEBRUARY 18, 1989 

FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

FEBRUARY 21, 1989 

FEBRUARY 21, 1989 

MARCH 15, 1989 

MARCH 18, 1989 

MARCH 20, 1989 

IN THE SENAT~ 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 43; NOES, 7. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 78; NOES, 19. 

RETURNED TO SENATE. 



MARCH 21, 1989 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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--;t;:?:?~ ~BILL NO 2F_ J 

~~UCED BY ~ k Pdlll4 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE 

ATTORNEYS LICENSE TAX; PROVIDING THAT THE TAX INCREASE MOST 

BE USED TO PAY THE SALARIES OF SUPREME COURT JUSTICES AND 

DISTRICT COURT JUDGES; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-61-211 AND 

37-61-213, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND 

AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 0~ MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-61-211, MCA, is amendt=d tO read: 

•J?-61-211. Annual license tax municipal tax 

prohibited. (1) Every attorney or counselor at law admitted 

15 by the supreme court of the state to practice his profession 

16 within the state shaii-be is required to pay a license tax 

17 of $%9--per--~nnnm; $250 a year~ which The tax ~hall-be is 

18 payable to and collected by the clerk of the supreme court 

19 on or before April l of each year. 

20 (2) Upon the payment of ~~eh the tax, the clerk shall. 

21 issue and deliver a certificate to the person pdying the 

22 ~ame tax, certifying to the payment of ~~id the license tax 

23 and stating the period covered by ·~aid the payment. 

24 (3) No ~license tax ~h8ll rna~ be imposed upon 

25 attorneys bY,- a municipality or any other subdivision of the 
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LC 1539/01 

state~" 

Section 2. Section 37-61-213, MCA, is amended to read~ 

"'37-61-213. Dispcsition of license tax. All money~-!1;0 

~?n~y collected during any month ~hall- must, on or before 

the first day of the succeeding month, be delivered to and 

deposited with the state treasurer by the clerk of the 

supreme court, and the state treasurer shall deposit ~tleh 

money~ the money in the general fund for supreme court and 

district court operation programs to pay the salaries of 

supreme court justices and di~_trict court judges." 

is ~EW SECTIQ~ Section 3. Effective date. [This act] 

effective January 1, 19~0, and applies to license tax for 

years beginning after December 31, 1989. 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
S6 3,( 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In cor.1pliance wit.h a writ.ten request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for ?B381, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An Act increasing the attorneys' license tax; providing that the tax increase must be used to pay the salaries of 
supreme court iustices and district court judges; amending Sections 3/-61-211 and 37-61-213, HCA; and providing a 
delayed effective date and an applicability date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Effective Januarv l, 1990. 
2. There are 2,716 attorneys registered with the Clerk of the Supreme Court. 
3. There is an estimated 10% delinquency rate in collections. 

FISCAL IHPACT: 

Revenue: 

Current 
Law 

$24,444 

FY90 
Proposed 

Law 
$611,100 

Difference 
$586,656 

Current 
Law 

$24,444 

FY91 
Proposed 

Law 
$611,100 

Difference 
$586,656 

DATE~5/f'J .ij~ C ~DATE ahsj~ 
WILLIAM E. FARRELL, PRIMARYSPOSOR I 

Fiscal Note for SB381, as introduced 

~G 31/ 
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APPROVED B~ COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

~y 
8~ 

Jf::;p'"';;;f' UILL, 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE 

ATTORNEYS LICENSE TAX; PROVIDING THAT THE TAX INCREASE MUST 

BE USED TO PAY THE SALARIES OF SUPREME COURT JUSTICES AND 

DISTRICT COURT JUDGES; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-61-211 AND 

37-61-213, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND 

AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-61-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

•]J-61-211~ Annual license tax municipal tax 

prohibited~ (1) Every attorney or counselor at law admitted 

15 by the supreme court of the state to practice his profession 

16 within the state ~naii-be is required to pay a license tax 

17 of $%9--per--aftft~m, $250 a year. which The tax snali-be is 

18 payable to and collected by the clerk of the supreme court 

19 on or before April 1 of each year. 

20 (2) Upon the payment of s~eh the tax, the clerk shall 

21 issue and deliver a certificate to the person paying the 

22 s8me taX, certifying to the payment of said the license tax 

23 and stating the period covered by ~aid the payment. 

24 (3) No~ license tax shall may not be imposed upon 

25 attorneys by a municipality or any other subdivision of the 
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state." 

Section 2. Section 37-61-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

•37-61-213. Disposition of license tax~ All mo~~ys-so 

money collected during any month ~h8t± must, on or before 

the first day of the succeeding month, be delivered to and 

deposited with the state treasurer by the clerk of the 

supreme court, and the state treasurer shall deposit SHeh 

money~ the money in the general fund for supreme court and 

district court operation programs to pay the salaries of 

supreme court justices and district court j~9_g_~-~." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. (This act] is 

effective January 1, 1990, and applies to lice[lSt tax for 

years beginning after December 31, 1989. 

-End-

-2- SECOND READING 

~'3 ~€1 
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SENATE BILL NO. 381 

INTRODUCED BY FARRELL, HARP, GALT, DEVLIN, MEYER, BECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE 

ATTORNEYS LICENSE TAX; PR9ViBiNG-~HA~-~HB-~AK-fNBRBASB-M~S~ 

BB-BSSB-~9-PA¥-~HB-SAbARiBS-SP-SBPRBMB--€6BR~--dBS~f€BS--AHB 

BiS~Ri€T--€SBRT--dBBGBS~ AMENDING SB€Ti9HS SECTION 37-61-211 

ANB-3T-6%-i%3, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE 

AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-61-211, MCA., is amended to read: 

"37-61-211. Annual license tax municipal tax 

prohibited. (l) Every attorney or counselor at law admitted 

15 by the supreme court of the state to practice his profession 

16 within the state shall-be is required to pay a license tax 

17 of $1&-per-aftft~m, $%59 $25 a year. wh±eh The tax ~hai%-~e is 

18 payable to and collected by the clerk of the supreme court 

19 on or before April 1 of each year. 

20 (2) Upon the payment of s~eh the tax, the clerk shall 

21 issue and deliver a certificate to the person paying the 

22 same tax, certifying to the payment of said the license tax 

23 and stating the period covered by sa±d the payment. 

24 (3) No~ license tax shall may not be imposed upon 

25 attorneys by a municipality or any other subdivision of the 

~a <<9i'""•• Caundl 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

SB 0381/02 

state." 

Sec~ien-2.-~t"wn--3-7--frl-~i"3-,--MC---A.--rt-=rtded-~-,..ad-~ 

u~~-6T-i%3~--B±~po~±t±on-of-~±een~e-tax~--ATT m~neys~~o 

money eoileeted-dttrin9-any-month~shail must 1 --on~-o~--be£o~e 

the--£±r~t--day-of-the-sueeeed±ng-month7-be-deli~ered-to-and 

depo~±ted-w±th-the-state--treas~~e~--ey--the--ele~k--of--the 

sttpreme--eourt,--and--the-state-treasurer-shaii-depos±t stteh 

moneys the-monel ±n-the-~ene~a%-fttnd Eor-sttpreme~-eourt--and 

d~str±et--eourt--operation--programs--to-pay-the-saiaries-of 

~~~~-e~ttrt-jttstiees-and-d±str±et-eottrt-;~dqesou 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act I is 

effective January 1, 1990, and applies to license lax for 

years beginning after December 31, 1989. 

-End-

-2- SB 381 

THIRD READING 
AS AMENDED 
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SENATE BILL NO. 381 

INTRODUCED BY FARRELL, HARP, GALT, DEVLIN, MEYER, BECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE 

ATTORNEYS LICENSE TAX; PRSY£B£HS-~HAT-THB-~AH-fN€RBASB-MHS~ 

BB-HSEB-~S-PA¥-~HB-SAbARf85-BP-SHPRBME--€BHR~--aHS~i€BS--AHB 

BfS~Rf€~--€BHR~--aHB68St AMENDING 58€TfBNS SECTION 37-61-211 

AHB-37-61-~13, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE 

AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-61-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-61-211. Annual license tax municipal tax 

prohibited. (1} Every attorney or counselor at law admitted 

15 by the supreme court of the state to practice his profession 

16 within the state ~hnll-e~ is required to pay a license tax 

17 of $19-p~r-ann~m, $i5Q $25 a year. wn±eh The tax shnll-be is 

18 payable to and collected by the clerk of the supreme court 

19 on or before April 1 of each year. 

20 (2) Upon the payment of s~eh th~ tax, the clerk shall 

21 iss=Je and deliver a certificate to the person paying the 

22 ~nm~ ~~~, certifying to the payment of ~aid th~ license tax 

23 and stating the period covered by sn~d the payment. 

24 (3) He~ license tax ~ha~~ may not be imposed upon 

25 attorneys by a municipality or any other subdivision of the 

~ <OO'•'><N• ,......,. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

SB 0381/02 

state .. ~ 

Sect.feR- 2~ - -s..et-i-<>ft--l-1--6-l--2-l-lr __,.r _..,. ·amend .. a -to -~ .. 

•37-6~-rr~.--eisposit±on-o~-rie@ft~e-tax~--A~~ moneys-so 

money ee~ieeted-d~rin9-eny-mont~-~hall mtt~t~--on--or--be~or~ 

~e--~ir~t--day-o£-tne-~tteeeedin9-monthy-b~-deli¥ered-te-8nd 

depos±ted-wtth-the-stnte--tree~~rer--by--the--elerk--of--the 

~ttpreme--eottrt,--and--the-~tate-treasttrer-shall-depos±t s~eh 

money~ the-money in-the-9enerai-fttnd for-~ttpreme--eettrt--and 

d~~triet--eottrt--op~retion--programs--to-pny-the-selaries-of 

~ttpreme-eottrt-;ttstiee~-nnd-d±strtet-eottrt-jttdq~s.u 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act I is 

effective January 1, 1990, and applies to license tax for 

years beginning after December 31, 1989. 

-End-

-2- SB 381 

REFERENCE BILL 




