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INTRODUCED BY 

~BILL NO. ,_.:(..>o 

J~C( 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

INVOLUNTARY TRANSFER OF TITLE FOR BOATS AND SNOWMOBILES; 

PROVIDING FOR PRESUMPTION OF JOINT OWNERSHIP OF BOATS AND 

SNOWMOBILES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-510 AND 23-2-612, 

MCA. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-510. (Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of 

interest. (1) Except as provided in subsection {3), upon a 

transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or 

sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required 

under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of 

ownership issued for the motorboat or sailboat in the 

appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the 

certificate, and ~~eh the signature must be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

( 2) Within 20 calendar days ~h.eree£t:l!r after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~o-endor~ed with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 
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resides and also make application for registration of the 

motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward 

the application to the department of justice, which shall 

file the certificate upon receipt. Ho ~ certificate of 

ownership may not be issued by the department until any 

outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or 

its loss is established to the department's reasondble 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of 

$6 for each application for transfer of ownership, of which 

$4 must be forwarded to the department of justice for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the state 

special revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating 

that the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the 

vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of this 

part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and decal during the 20-day g~ace period, 

During this period the sticker provided for in subsection 

(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailboat. 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
~B 2,5~ 
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(4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer 

shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed 

after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the 

department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or 

sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep 

a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy 

of the sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feel 

in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to 

resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only 

for demonstration 

transferring ~tteft 

purposes, but 

his interest, 

every !~eh dealer, upon 

shall deliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this part. The department of justice, upon 

receipt of the certificate of ownership and application for 

a new certificate containing notice of a security interest, 

if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownershipL together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien. 

(6) When the names and addresses of more than one 

-3-
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owner who are members of the same immediate family are 

listed on the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with 

right of survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is 

presumed. 

(7) The provisions of 61-3-20l!}_t through (7} that 

apply to motor vehicles also apply to any certificate of 

ownership transferred under this section." 

Section 2. Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read: 

•23-2-612~ Transfer of interest. ( l) Except as 

provided in subsection ( 3), upon a transfer of any 

certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as 

required under the provisions of 23~2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the person whose title or interest is 

shall write his signature with pen 

certificate of ownership issued for the 

appropriate space provided upon the 

to be transferred 

and ink upon the 

snowmobile in the 

reverse side of the 

certificate, and ~~en the signature shall be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

{ 2) Within 20 calendar days therett:Eter ~~ t_t::E 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~o-endor~ed with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make application for registration of the 

snowmobile. The county treasurer shall forward the 

25 application to the department of justice, which shall file 

-4-
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the ~ame certificate upon receipt e~ereof. No ~ certificate 

of ownership may not be issued by the department of justice 

until the outstanding certificates are surrendered to that 

office or their loss is established to its reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of $3 

for each application for transfer of ownership, of which $2 

~h~ll must be forwarded to the department of justice for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the state 

special revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used snowmobile from a 

licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar 

days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile, 

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain 

a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During 

this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4} 7 

shall remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile to the 

purchaser, 

snowmobile 

the dealer shall 

a sticker (in a 

issue and affix to the 

form to be prescribed by the 

department of justice). The sticker shall contain the name 
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and address of the purchaser, the date of sdle, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmobile, 

including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

{5) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section 

do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snuwmobile to 

a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the 

snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration 

purposes, but every ~tteh dealer, upon transferring ~~en his 

interest, shall deliver the certificate of ownership with an 

application for a new certificate executed by the new owner 

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through 

23-2-644. The department of justice, upon receipt of the 

certificate of ownership and application for a new 

certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if 

any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership~ together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien. 

(6) When the names and addresses of more than one 

owner who are members of the same imrnedi_ate family are 

listed on the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with 

right of survivorship, and not as tenants ~n common, is 

presumed. 

(7) The provisions of 61-3-201(3) through 111 that 

-6-
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1 apply to motor vehicles also apply to any c~rtificate of 

2 ownership transferred under this section.~ 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB250 , as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEl;tSLATION: 
An act providing for the involuntary transfer of title for boats and snowmobiles; providing for presumption of 
joint ownership of boats and snowmobiles; and amending sections 23-2-510 and 23-2-612, MCA. 

FISCAL IMPACT: None. 

2-/z/9; 
RAY SHACKLEFORD,~UDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING 

Fiscal Note for SB250, as introduced 

58 ~ro 



J 

51st Legislature SB 0250/02 

APPROVED BY CDMM. 
ON FISH AND GAME 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE BILL NO. 250 

INTRODUCED B~ BECK, CAMPBELL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "'AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

INVOLUNTARY TRANSFER OF TITLE FOR BOATS AND SNOWMOBILES; 

PROVIDING FOR PRESUMPTION OF JOINT OWNERSHIP OF BOATS AND 

SNOWMOBILES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-510 AND 23-2-612, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

•21-2-510. (Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of 

interest. {1) Except as provided in subsection (3), upon a 

transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or 

sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required 

under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of 

ownership issued for the motorboat or sailboat in the 

appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the 

certificate, and ~tte~ the signature must be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days t:hereaft:er< after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership se-ende~~ed with 

~na ,.,.,,_, •• CouncN 
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the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make application for registration of the 

motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward 

the application to the department of justice, which shall 

file the certificate upon receipt. No ~ certificate of 

ownership may not be issued by the department until any 

outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or 

its loss is established to the department 1 S reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of 

$6 for each application for transfer of ownership, of which 

$4 must be forwarded to the department of justice for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the state 

special revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer from a licensed deale~ has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating 

that the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the 

vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of this 

part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period. 

During this period the sticker provided for in subsection 

-2- SB 250 

SECOND READING 
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(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailboat. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer 

shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed 

after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the 

department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or 

sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep 

a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy 

of the sticker to the department of justice. 

(5} The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet 

in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to 

resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only 

for demonstration 

transferring s~ch 

purposes, but 

his interest, 

every ~~~n dealer, upon 

shall deliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this part. The department of justice, upon 

receipt of the certificate of ownership and application for 

a new certificate containing notice of a security interest, 

if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownershipL together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien. 

-3- SB 250 
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(6) When the names and addresses of more than one 

owner who are members of the same immediate family are 

listed on the certificate of ownership, ~~nt ownership with 

right of survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is 

presumed. 

(7) The provisions of __ E;l-3-201(3) through (7) that 

apply to motor vehicles also apply to any certificate of 

ownership transferred und~r this section." 

Section 2. Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-612. 

provided in 

Transfer of interest. 

subsection (3), upon a 

(l) Except 

transfer of 

as 

any 

certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as 

required under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the person whose title or interest is to be transferred 

shall write his signature with pen and ink upon the 

certificate of ownership issued for the snowmobile in the 

appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the 

certificate, and ~tleh the signature shall be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days thet'etri-+:er ~-~!_E 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~o-endor~ed wi~h 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make application for registration of the 

snowmobile. The county treasurer shall forward the 

-4- SB 25G 
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application to the department of justice, which shall file 

the same certificate upon receipt ~h~reo£. No ~ certificate 

of ownership may not be issued by the department of justice 

until the outstanding certificates are surrendered to that 

office or their loss is established to its reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of $3 

for each application for transfer of ownership, of which $2 

~hall must be forwarded to the department of justice for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the state 

special revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used snowmobile from a 

licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar 

days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile, 

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain 

a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

be~n paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During 

this period the sticker; provided for in subsection (4)r 

shall remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the 

-5- SB 250 
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department of justice). The sticker shall contain the name 

and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmobile, 

including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section 

do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to 

a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the 

snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration 

purposes, but every s~ch dealer, upon transferring ~~en his 

interest, shall deliver the certificate of ownership with an 

application for a new certificate executed by the new owner 

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through 

23-2-644. The 

certificate of 

department of justice, upon receipt of the 

ownership and application for a new 

certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if 

any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership~ together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien. 

(6} When the names and addresses of more than one 

owner who are memb~~-~ __ of the same immediate family are 

listed on the certificate of ownership, joint owner~~~-~ith 

right of survivorship, and not as tenants in_ common, is 

~~~Eled. 

-6- SB 250 
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1 (7) The provisions of 61-3-~Q~L~l through (7) that 

2 apply to motor vehicles also apply to any certificate of 

3 ownership transferred under this section.'' 

-End-

-7- SB 250 
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SENATE BILL NO. 250 

INTRODUCED BY BECR, CAMPBELL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

INVOLUNTARY TRANSFER OF TITLE FOR BOATS AND SNOWMOBILES; 

PROVIDING FOR PRESUMPTION OF JOINT OWNERSHIP OF BOATS AND 

SNOWMOBILES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-510 AND 23-2-612, 

MCA. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"21-2-510. (Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of 

interest. (1) Except as provided in subsection (3), upon a 

transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or 

sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required 

under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of 

ownership issued for the motorboat or sailboat in the 

appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the 

certificate, and stteh the signature must 

before a notary public. 

( 2) Within 20 calendar days 

be acknowledged 

1:herea£tet" after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership so-eftdot"sed with 
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the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make application for registration of the 

motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward 

the application to the department of justice, which shall 

file the certificate upon receipt. No ~ certificate of 

ownership may not be issued by the department until any 

outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or 

its loss is established to the department's reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of 

$6 for each application for transfer of ownership, of which 

$4 must be forwarded to the department of justice for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the state 

special revenue fund. 

(3} A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating 

that the fee in lieu of property tax has b~en paid on the 

vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of this 

part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period. 

Du~ing this period the sticker provided for in subsection 

-2- SB 250 
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(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailboat, 

(4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer 

shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed 

after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the 

department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or 

sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep 

a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy 

of the sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet 

in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to 

resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only 

for demonstration 

transferring s~cn 

purposes, but 

his interest, 

every s~e~ dealer, upon 

shall deliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this part. The department of justice, upon 

receipt of the certificate of ownership and application for 

a new certificate containing notice of a security interest, 

if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownershipL together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien. 

-3- SB 250 
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(6) When ~~~_names and add~esses of more than one 

owner who are members of the same immediate family are 

listed on the certificate of ow~ership, joint owrtership with 

right o~ survivorship, and not as tenants 1n commo~L~ 

presumed. 

(7) The pcovisions of 61-3-201(3) thcough (7~ 

apply to motor vehicles also apply to any certificate of 

ownership transferred under this section.'' 

Section 2. 

"23-2-612. 

provided in 

Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read: 

Transfer of interest. (l) Except as 

subsection (3), upon a transfer of any 

certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as 

required under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the person whose title or interest is to be transferred 

shall write his signature with pen and ink upon the 

certificate of ownership issued for the snowmobile in the 

appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the 

certificate, and snch the signature shall be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

'2) Within 20 calendar days therea£ter after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership so-endor~ed with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also mak~ application for registration of the 

snowmobile. The county treasurer shall forwdrd the 

-4- SB 2~0 
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application to the department of justice, which shall file 

the sam~ certifica~~ upon receipt thereof. No~ certificate 

of ownership may ~ be issued by the department of justice 

until the outstanding certificates are surrendered to that 

office or their loss is established to its reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of $3 

for each application for transfer of ownership, of which $2 

sha%% must be forwarded to the department of justice for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the state 

special revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used snowmobile from a 

licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar 

days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile, 

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain 

a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During 

this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4)r 

shall remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

{4) Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the 
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department of justice). The sticker shaJL contain the name 

and gddress of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a d~script~o11 uf Lhe snowmobile, 

including its serial numOer. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his record~ and shall send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection {2) of this section 

do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to 

a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the 

snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration 

purposes, but every s~eh dealer, upon transferring ~deh his 

interest, shall deliver the certificate of ownership with an 

application for a new certificate executed by the new owner 

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through 

23-2-644. The department of justice, upon receipt of the 

certificate of ownership and application for a new 

certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if 

any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership~ together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgaqe, or other lien. 

(6} When the names and addresses of more than one 

owner who are members of the sam~e immediate family are 

listed on the certificate of owner~_.e-!._j _ _2:~t_ ownership_ with 

right of survivorship, and not as tenar~~~-- common, is 

presum~ 

-6- SB 250 
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(7) The provisions of 61-3-201(3) through (7) that 

2 apply to motor vehicles also apply to any certificate of 

3 ownership transferred under this section.'' 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO- 250 

INTRODUCED BY BECK, CAMPBELL 

BY REQUEST 0~ THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL ~OR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR TH~ 

INVOLUNTARY TRANS~ER 0~ TITLE FOR BOATS AND SNOWMOBILES; 

PROVIDING ~OR PRESUMPTION OF JOINT OWNERSHIP OF BOATS AND 

SNOWMOBILES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-510 AND 23-2-612, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 0~ THE STATE 0~ MONTANA: 

Section 1. 

"23-2-510. 

Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

(Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of 

interest. (1) Except as provided in subsection (3), upon a 

transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or 

sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required 

under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall sign the certific~te of 

ownership issu~d for the motorboat or sailboat in the 

appropriate spdce provided on the reverse side of the 

cert-_ificatP, and ~~H·n ~h-~ signature must 

before a notary public. 

121 Within 20 calendar days 

be acknowledged 

t'ht!f'f!ftft~r after 

~~dor~ement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~e-e"do~sed with 
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the county treasurer of tbe county ln which t~e transferee 

resides and also make application for registration of the 

motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward 

tne application to the department of justice, which shall 

file the certificate upon receipt. He A certificate of 

ownership may not be issued by the department until any 

outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or 

its loss is established to the department's reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of 

$6 for each application for transfer of ownership, of which 

$4 must be forwarded to the department of justice for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the state 

special revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating 

that the fee 1n lieu of property tax has been paid on the 

vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of this 

part or any other law for the pr1rchaser to operate a newly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period. 

During this period the sticker provided for in subsection 

-2- SB 250 
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(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailboat. 

(4) Prior to the deliv~ry of ~motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length 0r lonqer to the purchaser, the dealer 

shall issue and affi~ to a motorboat or sailboat constructed 

after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the 

department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or 

sailboat, includin9 its serial number. The dealer shall keep 

a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy 

of the sticker to the department of justice. 

{5) The proviSions of subsection (2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motocboat or sailboat 12 feet 

in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer ~ntending to 

resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only 

for demonstration purposes, bwt every aueh dealer, upon 

transferring snch his interest, soall deliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this pact. The departm-ent of justice, upon 

rece-ipt of the cer-tificate of owner_ship and ·application for 

a new certificate containing notice of a security interest, 

if any, shall issue ~ new certificate of ownershipL together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien. 

-1- sa 2so 

2 

] 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

l5 

SB 0250/0~ 

( 6) When the name~ qnd add£_~~~-tL of more 
----- ---- one rn~ 

owner who are members of the Sdffi:~_L~.-!:~~':!.!~ t~nuly are 

listed on the certif1cate of o~-~~_rsf!tE.! ___ l~i_!~-~- '!.~!:E~~ __ h1p with 

c ight of surv iy~!__§_hi~ _and not as ~-~nants _j !1 comm~f!L~ 

presumed. 

lll__TI'le provisions of 61-J-20l(!l__thr9u~~~ 

apply to motor vehicles also Qpply to any certificate of 

ownership transferred under this section ... 

Section 2. Section 23-2-612, MCA, 1s amended to read: 

•21-2-612. Transfer of interest. ( l) Except .. s 

provided in Sl.lbsection (3), upon a transfer ot aqy 

certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as 

required under the provisions of 23-2~601 through 23-l-644, 

tPe person whose title or 1nterest is to be transferred 

sttall write his signature with pen and 1nk upon the 

certificate of ownership issued for the sc1owmobile in the 

appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the 

certificate, and stteh the signature shdll be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

121 Witoin 20 calendar d,:tys the-reafter after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make gppl1cation for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~o-~ndorsed with 

t~~ county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resi~$ and _q:lso -1;119k.e appl~cdtio-n .for registrdtion of -th.tt 

lilll""'lllot>He. 'J'he CO!J!J.~y tr~4:surer shall fur;o'drd th.t:" 
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application to the department of justice. which shall file 

the eam~ certificate upon rece1pt thereof. Ne ~- ceftificate 

of ownership may not be issued by the department of justice 

until the outstanding certificates are surrendered to that 

office or th~ir loss is established to its reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of $3 

for each application for transfer af ownership, gf which $2 

sftali must be forwarded to the department of justice for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the state 

special revenue fund. 

(3} A purchaser of a new or used snowmobile from a 

licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar 

days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile, 

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain 

a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through ~J-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a ne~ly acquired snowmobile 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During 

this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4), 

shall remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the 
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department of justice)~ Tbe stic~e-f shall cuntaJ.n the n--a~~~e 

and address of the purchaser,.__ th@- date- of ~-'1c. tht: n.dme and 

addres.s of the dealer, and a d.escriptHH\ ut th~ ~n~)wutobi.le. 

includinq its serial nwnl>er. Tile dedler shall- keep~ copy ot 

the sticker for his record5 and sPdll send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The prov1s1ons of subsection t2) of this section 

do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to 

a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the 

snowmobile and who operates 1t only for demonstration 

purposes, but every stteh dealer, upon transferring ~tteh his 

1nterest, shall deliver the ~ertificate of ownership with an 

application for a new certificate executed by the new owner 

in accordance with the prov1s1ons of 23-2-601 through 

23-2-644. The 

certificate of 

department 

ownership 

of justice, upon receipt of the 

and application for a new 

certificate, containing notict of a security interest, if 

any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership~ together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien. 

{6) When the names and addre~ses ot~- than_ one 

owner who are members of the same i.mmed1dt~___£~mi ly are 

listed on the certificate of ownership, __ ~l.!-'-~ ownership with 

right of survivorship, and not as_ ten':!~-~!2._ l.!!. __ ~o~!~~--i.~ 

presumed. 
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(71 The provlslons -".!__ 61-J-201(31 through !71 that 

2 apply to motor vehicles als~~to any certificate of 

3 ownership transferred under this section." 

-End-
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