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INTRODUCED 

H4RF 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A COUNTY TO 

REQUIRE A TEMPORARY PERMIT FOR THE OPERATION OF ALL 

OUT-OF-STATE MOTORBOATS BY DELETING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 

PERMITS MAY BE REQUIRED ONLY IF THE MOTORBOAT IS FROM A 

STATE WITH A SIMILAR TEMPORARY FEE; PROVIDING A COORDINATION 

INSTRUCTION CONTINGENTLY AMENDING SECTION 23-2-511, MCA; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 7-16-2121, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-16-2121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-16-2121. Temporary permit for operation of 

out-of-state motorboat violation penalty 

disposition of proceeds. (1) A temporary permit may be 

required by a county for operation of a motorboat on waters 

within the county if the motorboat is from a state that 

req~ir~s--a--s±m±iar--temporary-perm±~-fe~-operatio~-in-that 

state-o£-a-meterboat-iieensed-±~ other than Montana. (Only 

one valid temporary permit is required for a motorboat.] The 

permit may be purchased from the county for a fee of $10oL 

When-properiy-a£fixed-to-the-mo~orboa~ 7--s~eh--perm±t which 

authorizes the operation of the motorboat for a period of 30 

days within the county, or for a fee of $25, which 
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authorizes the operation within the county for one year from 

the date of purchase. To be valid, the permit must be 

properly affixed to the motorboat. The county shall provide 

reasonable notice of the permit requirement and shall make 

the permits available to the public. 

(2) The temporary permit must be issued in the form of 

a decal that must denote the time during which it is valid. 

The decal must be conspicuously displayed on the motorboat 

during all times of operation. 

(3) A person who operates a motorboat in violation of 

23-2-5ll(l)(c) or this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 

and shall be fined no more than $50. 

(4) All proceeds received by the county from payment 

of the permit fee must be used in enforcing compliance with 

the temporary permit and developing and maintaining public 

boating access and facilities.~ 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Coordination instruction. If 

House Bill No. 6 is passed and approved requiring all 

counties to sell temporary permits for the operation of 

motorboats on county waters if the boats are from a state 

that also requires a temporary permit: 

(1) (section 1 of this act] and the enactment of House 

Bill No. 6 must be codified to give effect to each. The 

first sentence of 7-16-2121(1) as amended by [section l of 

this act] and by House Bill No. 6 must each be codified as 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
sB 173 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

LC 0819/01 

individual subsections of 7-6-2121(1): 

(2) the bracketed language in the amendment of 

7-16-2121(1) in [section 1 of this act] is effective and the 

brackets are to be removed. If House Bill No. 6 is not 

passed and approved as provided in this section, the 

bracketed language is void; and 

(3) the amendment to 23-2-511 in House Bill No. 6 is 

void and 23-2-511 is amended to read: 

"23-2-511. Operation of unnumbered motorboats 

prohibited -- display of decals. (1) Every motorboat on the 

waters of this state, propelled by a motor or an engine of 

any description, must be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person may operate or give permission for 

the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless the 

15 motorboat is numbered and displays valid license decals in 

16 accordance with this part, with applicable federal law, or 

17 with a federally approved numbering system of another state 

18 and unless: 

19 (a) the certificate of number assigned to the 

20 motorboat is in full force and effect; 

21 (b) the identifying number set forth in the 

22 certificate of number and the valid license decals are 

23 displayed on such motorboat; and 

24 (c) if required, a temporary permit has been obtained 

25 from the county in which the boat is being operated ~f--that 
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ceH"~y---r~q~ire~---a---temporary--permit--for--oHt-of-~tate 

motorboae~, as provided in 7-16-2121. 

(2) Upon transfer of ownership of a motorboat from a 

registered boat dealer or manufacturer, the transferred 

motorboat may be operated on the waters of this state for 20 

consecutive calendar days immediately following the transfer 

of ownership without displaying the numbers and license 

decal required by subsection (1) provided that when the 

motorboat is operated during those 20 consecutive calendar 

days, a bill of sale or other evidence of transfer reciting 

the date of the transfer of ownership is retained in the 

motorboat and is exhibited to a warden or other officer upon 

request." 

-End-

-4-



51st Legislature SB 0173/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON FISH AND GAME 

SENATE BILL NO. 173 

INTRODUCED BY VAUGHN, DARKO, PETERSON, 

PAVLOVICH, HARP, BISHOP, RAPP-SVRCEK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A COUNTY TO 

REQUIRE A TEMPORARY PERMIT FOR THE OPERATION OF ALL 

OUT-OF-STATE MOTORBOATS BY DELETING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 

PERMITS MAY BE REQUIRED ONLY IF THE MOTORBOAT IS FROM A 

STATE WITH A SIMILAR TEMPORARY FEE; PROVIDING A COORDINATION 

INSTRUCTION CONTINGENTLY AMENDING SECTION 23-2-511, MCA; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 7-16-2121, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-16-2121, MCA, is amended to read: 

~7-16-2121. Temporary permit for operation of 

out-of-state motorboat violation penalty 

disposition of proceeds. (l) A temporary permit may be 

required by a county for operation of a motorboat on MONTANA 

waters within--the--eottnty if the motorboat is from a state 

that-reqtt±re~-8-~imi~ar-temporary-permit--Eor--operation--±n 

that--~tate--oE--a-motorboat-iieensed-±n other than Montana. 

(Only one valid temporary permit is required . .i~~ 
motorboat.} The permit may be purchased from the county for 

a fee of $10~L Whe~-properiy-a££i~ed-~o-~he-motorb~et,-·~~ueh 

permit which authorizes the operation of the motorboat for a 
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period of 30 days w:i:~h~n-eht!!'-eotu'ley ~ or for a fee of __ $25 ~ 

which authorizes the operation with±n--the--cotinty OF THE 

MOTORBOAT for one year from the date of purchase. To be 

valid, the permit must be properly affixed to ~he .~9~~rboa~. 

The county shall provide reasonable notice ·of the permit 

requirement and shall make the permits available to the 

public. 

(2) The temporary permit must be issued in the form of 

a decal that must denote the time during which it is valid. 

The decal must be conspicuously displayed on the motorboat 

during all times of operation. 

(3) A person who operates a motorboat in violation of 

23-2-Sll(l)(c) or this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 

and shall be fined no more than $50. 

(4) All proceeds received by the county from payment 

of the permit fee must be used in enforcing compliance with 

the temporary permit and developing and maintaining public 

boating access and facilities." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Coordination instruction. If 

House Bill No. 6 is passed and approved requiring all 

counties to sell temporary permits for the operation of 

motorboats on eottnt:y ~Q_~TANA waters if the boats are from a 

state that also requires a temporary permit: 

(1) [section 1 of this act) and the enactment of House 

Bill No. 6 must be codified to give effect to each. The 
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first sentence of 7-16-2121(1) as amended by [section l of 

this act] and by House Bill No. 6 must each be codified as 

individual subsections of 7-6-2121(1); 

(2) the bracketed language in the amendment of 

7-16-2121(1) in [section l of this act] is effective and the 

brackets are to be removed. If House Bill No. 6 is not 

passed and approved as provided in this section, the 

bracketed language is void; and 

(3) the amendment to 23-2-511 in House Bill No. 6 is 

void and 23-2-511 is amended to read: 

"23-2-511. Operation of unnumbered motorboats 

prohibited display of decals. (l) Every motorboat on the 

waters of this state, propelled by a motor or an engine of 

any description, must be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person may operate or give permission for 

the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless the 

17 motorboat is numbered and displays valid license decals in 

18 accordance with this part, with applicable federal law, or 

19 with a federally approved numbering system of another state 

20 and unless: 

21 (a) the certificate of number assigned to the 

22 motorboat is in full force and effect; 

23 (b) the identifying number set forth in the 

24 certificate of number and the valid license decals are 

25 displayed on such motorboat; and 
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(c) if required, a temporary permit has been obtained 

from the ! county in which the boat is being operated i£ 

~ha~-eo~nty-reqtt±~e~-a--~emporary--pe~mi~--Eo~--otlt-o£-state 

motorboats, as provided in 7-16-2121. 

{2) Upon transfer of ownership of a motorboat from a 

registered boat dealer or manufacturer, the transferred 

motorboat may be operated on the waters of this state for 20 

consecutive calendar days immediately following the transfer 

of ownership without displaying the numbers and license 

decal required by subsection (1) provided that when the 

motorboat is operated during those 20 consecutive calendar 

days, a bill of sale or other evidence of transfer reciting 

the date of the transfer of ownership is retained in the 

motorboat and is exhibited to a warden or other officer upon 

request. 11 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 173 

INTRODUCED BY VAUGHN, DARKO, PETERSON, 

PAVLOVICH, HARP, BISHOP, RAPP-SVRCEK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A COUNTY TO 

REQUIRE A TEMPORARY PERMIT FOR THE OPERATION OF ALL 

OUT-OF-STATE MOTORBOATS BY DELETING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 

PERMITS MAY BE REQUIRED ONLY IF THE MOTORBOAT IS FROM A 

STATE WITH A SIMILAR TEMPORARY FEE: PROVIDING A COORDINATION 

INSTRUCTION CONTINGENTLY AMENDING SECTION 23-2-511, MCA; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 7-16-2121, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-16-2121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-16-2121. Te~rary 

out-of-state 110torboat 

permit for 

violation 

operation 

penalty 

of 

disposition of proceeds. (1) A temporary permit may be 

required by a county for operation of a motorboat on MONTANA 

waters within--the--county if the motorboat is from a state 

~ha~-require~-a-siailar-temperary-pe~mit--for--ope~ation--i" 

that--state--e£--a-motorboat-iieensed-in other than Montana. 

[Only one valid temporary permit is required for a 

motorboat.) The permit may be purchased from the county for 

a fee of $10wL When-prope~ly-affix~d-to-the-motorboat,--s~eh 

permit which authorizes the operation of the motorboat for a 
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period of 30 days vi~hin-~he-ee~nty, or for a fee of $25, 

which authorizes the operation within--~he--eo~"~Y Qf_ THE 

MOTORBOAT for one year from the date of purchase. To be 

valid, the permit must be properly affixed to the motorboat. 

The county shall provide reasonable notice of the permit 

requirement and shall make the permits available to the 

public. 

(2) The temporary permit must be issued in the focm of 

a decal that must denote the time during which it is valid. 

The decal must be conspicuously displayed on the motorboat 

during all times of operation. 

(3) A person who operates a motorboat in violation of 

23-2-Sll(l)(c) or this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 

and shall be fined no more than $50. 

(4) All proceeds received by the county from payment 

of the permit fee must be used in enforcing compliance with 

the temporary permit and developing and maintaining public 

boating access and facilities." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Coordination instruction. If 

House Bill No. 6 is passed and approved requiring all 

counties to sell temporary permits for the operation of 

motorboats on eo~nty MONTANA waters if the boats are from a 

state that also requires a tempora~y permit: 

(1) (section 1 of this act} and the enactment of House 

Bill No. 6 must be codified to give effect to each. The 
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first sentence of 7-16-2121(1) as amended by [section 1 of 

this act] and by House Bill No. 6 must each be codified as 

individual subsections of 7-6-2121(1); 

(2) the bracketed language in the amendment of 

7-16-2121(1) in [section 1 of this act] is effective and the 

brackets are to be removed. If House Bill No. 6 is not 

passed and approved as provided in this section, 

bracketed language is void; and 

the 

(3) the amendment to 23-2-511 in House Bill No. 6 is 

void and 23-2-511 is amended to read: 

•2]-2-511. Operation of unnumbered 110torboats 

prohibited --display of decals. (1) Every motorboat on the 

waters of this state, propelled by a motor or an engine of 

any description, must be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person may opecate or give permission for 

the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless the 

17 motorboat is numbered and displays valid license decals in 

18 accordance with this part, with applicable federal law, or 

19 with a federally approved numbering system of another state 

20 and unless: 

21 (a) the certificate of number assigned to the 

22 motorboat is in full forc_e and effect; 

23 

24 

(b) the identifying number set 

certificate of number and the valid 

25 displayed on such motorboat; and 

-3-
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(c) if required, a temporary permit has been obtained 

from the ~ county in which the boat is being operated i£ 

that-eo~nty-reqttires-a--temperary--permit--£or--o~t-of-~tate 

motorboats, as provided in 7-16-2121. 

12} Upon transfer of ownership of a motorboat from a 

registered boat dealer or manufacturer, the transferred 

motorboat may be operated on the waters of this state for 20 

consecutive calendar days immediately following the transfer 

of ownership without displaying the numbers and license 

decal required by subsection (1) provided that when the 

motorboat is operated during those 20 consecutive ccllendar

days, a bill of sale or other evidence of transfer reci~ing 

the date of the transfer of ownership is retained in the 

motorboat and is exhibited to a warden or other officer upon 

request." 

-End-
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 
SENATE BILL 173 

Representative Harper 

March 4, 1989 11:08 am 
Page 1 of 2 

Mr. Chairman: I move to amend SENATE BILL 173 (third reading 
copy -- blue) . 

:r-?"' --r/-..,....-\, 
Signed: < o.., ....... """""""'""+-""+-{uo Harper 

And, that such amendments to SENATE BILL as follows: 

"-

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: line 5 
Strike: "REQUIRE A TEMPORARY" 
Insert: "OFFER A YEARLY" 
Following: "OPERATION OF" 
Strike: "ALL" 

2. Title, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: "MOTORBOATS" on line 7 
Strike: "BY" through "'ONLY" on line B. 

3. Title, line 9. 
Following: "SIMILAR" 
Strike: "TEMPORARY" 

4. Page 1, line 19. 
Following: "'withill the eedltl~" 
Insert: "within the county" 

5. Page 1, line 21. 
Following: "'-!:""" 
Strike: "other than" 
Insert: "that requires a similar temporary permit for operation 

in that state of a motorboat licensed in" 

6. Page 2, lin@ 1. 
Following: "orithil'\ t!l'\@ eel"tl'lty" 
Insert: "within the county" 

7. Page 2, line 2. 
Following: "nithin the eet!~t.;'" 
Insert: "within the county' 

ADOPT) _ __,.-/ 

REJECT 

'S'B 1/.3. I 
511108CW.HRT ( 

8. Page 2, line 22. 
F o 11 ow i n g : •• eo-ttt"t"'ty " 
Strike: "MONTANA"' 
Insert: "county• 

9. Page 3, line 3. 
Following: "of" 
Strike: "7-6-212111)" 
Insert• "7-16-212111)" 

10. Page 4, line 1. 
Following: "a" 
Strike: .. temporary" 

11. Page 4, line 2. 
Following: "the" 
Strike: "A" 
Insert: "the" 

12. Page 4, line 4. 
Following: "metereea-ts" 

March 4, 1989 
Page 2 of 2 

Insert: ''if that county requires a temporary permit for out of 
state motorboats" 

HOUSE .56173. l 
SlllOBCW.HRT 

SB 17.3 
,(,( 
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SENATE BILL NO, 173 

INTRODUCED BY VAUGHN, DARKO, PETERSON, 

PAVLOVICH, HARP, BISHOP, RAPP-SVRCEK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A COUNTY TO 

RE6HIRE--A-PEMP9RAR¥ OFFER A YEARLY PERMIT FOR THE OPERATION 

OF Abb OUT-OF-STATE MOTORBOATS B~-BBbBPINS--PHB--RE6HIREMENP 

PHAP-PBRMtPS-MA¥-BE-RE6HIREB-9Nh¥ IF THE MOTORBOAT IS FROM A 

STATE WITH A SIMILAR PEMPBRAR¥ FEE; PROVIDING A COORDINATION 

INSTRUCTION CONTINGENTLY AMENDING SECTION 23-2-511, MCA; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 7-16-2121, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-16-2121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-16-2121. Temporary permit for operation of 

out-of-state motorboat violation penalty 

disposition of proceeds. (1) A temporary permit may be 

required by a county for operation of a motorboat on MONTANA 

waters w~eh~"-the-eottn~y WITHIN THE COUNTY if the motorboat 

is from a state thee-req~ires-a-s~m±ia~-temporary-pe~mit-for 

operet~on--in--that--~tate--of-a-mote~boat-%±eensed-±n other 

tka~ THAT REQUIRES A SIMILAR TEMPORARY PERMIT FOR OPERATION 

IN THAT STATE OF A MOTORBOAT LICENSED IN Montana. [Only one 

valid temporary permit is required for a motorboat.] The 

permit may be purchased from the county for a fee of $10~L 

~n• ''"""'••• Cou~•l 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lO 

l: 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0173/03 

When--proper%y--affixed--to-the-motorboa~r-stteh-perm±~ which 

authorizes the operation of the motorboat for a period of 30 

days w~th±n-the-eott~ty WITHIN THE COU~TY, or for a fee of 

$25, which authorizes the operatio~ ~i~~±~-the-eottnty WITHIN 

THE COUNTY OF THE MOTORBOAT for one year from the date of 

~~hase. To be valid, the P~r:.~it must be properly affixed 

to the motorboat. The county shall provide reasonable notice 

of the permit requirement and shall make the permits 

available to the public. 

(2) The temporary permit must be issued in the form of 

a decal that must denote the time during which it is valid. 

The decal must be conspicuously displayed on thE:' !""!:<_)():'boat 

during all times of operation. 

(3) A person who operates a motorboat in violation of 

23-2-Sll{l)(c) or this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 

and shall be fined no more than $50. 

(4) All proceeds received by the county from payment 

of the permit fee must be used in enforcing compliance with 

the temporary permit and developing and maintaining public 

boating access and facilities.'' 

N£W S~CTION. Section 2. Coordination instruction. If 

House Bill No. 6 is passed and approved requiring all 

counties to sell temporary permits for the operation of 

motorboats on eotl"ty M8N~ANA ~ waters if the boats are 

from a state that also requires a temporary permit: 

-2- SB 173 
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( 1) [section 1 of this act] and the enactment of House 

Bill No. 6 must be codified to give effect to each. The 

first sentence of 7-16-2121(1) as amended by [section 1 of 

this act] and by House Bill No. 6 must each be codified as 

individual subsections of 1-6-%±%±t±t 7-16-2121(1); 

(2) the bracketed language in the amendment of 

7-16-2121(1) in [section l of this act] is effective and tne 

brackets are to be removed. If House Bill No. 6 is not 

passed and approved as provided in this section, 

bracketed language is void; and 

the 

(3) the amendment to 23-2-511 in House Bill No. 6 is 

void and 23-2-511 is amended to read: 

"23-2-511. Operation of unnumbered motorboats 

prohibited display of decals. (1) Every motorboat on the 

waters of this state, propelled by a motor or an engine of 

any description, must be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person may operate or give permission for 

the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless the 

motorboat is numbered and displays valid license decals in 

20 accordance with this part, with applicable federal law, or 

21 with a federally approved numbering system of another state 

22 and unless: 

23 (a) the certificate of number assigned to the 

24 motorboat is in full force and effect; 

25 (b) the identifying number set forth in the 
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certificate of number and the valid license decals are 

displayed on such motorboat; and 

(c) if required, a temporary permit has been obtained 

from the ~ THE county in which the boat is being operated if 

that~~co~nty--~eq~±~e~--a--temporary-perm~t-for-o~t-o£-~tate 

mo~o•boat~ IF THAT COUNTY REQUIRES A TEMPORARY_ PERMIT FOR 

OUT-OF-STATE MOTORBOATS, as provided in 7-16-2121. 

{2) Upon transfer of ownership of a motorboat from a 

registered boat dealer or manufacturer, the transferred 

motorboat may be operated on the waters of this state for 20 

consecutive calendar days immediately following tne ~ransfer 

of ownership without displaying the numbers 3~~ itcense 

decal required by subsection (l) provided that w~en the 

motorboat is operated during those 20 consecutive calendar 

days, a bill of sale or other evidence of transfe~ reciting 

the date of the transfer of ownership is retained in the 

motorboat and is exhibited to a warden or other officer upon 

request." 

-End-

-4- SB 173 



~onference Committee Report 
on SB 173 

Report No. 1, April 10, 1989 
page 1 of 2 

Hr President and Hr. Speaker, 

We, your Conference Committee on SB 173 met and considered, 

The House Committee of the Whole amendments to SB 173 (third 
reading copy --blue) offered by Rep. Harper and dated March 4, 
1989. 

We recommend that, 

House amendments Nos. 1 through 8, 10, and 12 be rejected! 

House amendments Nos. 9 and 11 be accepted1 and 

that SB 173 (reference copy salmon) be amended as follows' 

1. Title, line 6. 
Strike, "OFFER A YEARLY" 
Insertt "REQUIRE A TEMPORARY" 

2. Title, line 7. 
Following, "a\l:rlr'' 
Insert• wALL" 

3. Title, line 8. 
Following, "9*1:.¥" 
Insertr "BY DELETING THE REQUIREMENT THAT PERMITS MAY BE REQUIRED 

ONLY" 

4. Title, line 9. 
Following, "~BtiP9RARY" 

Insert• "TEMPORARY" 

s. Page 1, line 19. 
Strike, "WITHIN THE COUNTY" 

6. Page 1, lines 22 and 23. 
Strike, "THAT" on line 22 through wLICEHSED IHw on line 23 
Insert• "other than" 

7. Page 2, line 3. 
Page 2, lines 4 and 5. 
Striker wWITHIH THE COUNTY" 

continued 
.SB 173 

ccsb173.410 



8. Page 2, line 24. 
Strikea "COUNTY" 
Insertt "Montana". 

9. Page 4, line 3. 
Followingt "temperary" 
Insert• "temporary" 

10. Page 4, lines 6 and 7. 

FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE, SB 173 
April 11, 1989 

page 2 of 2 

Strike• "It" on line 6 through "MOTORBOATS" on line 7 

And that this Conference Committee Report be adopted. 

FOR THE HOUSE FOR THE SSHATS 

~'4-f! ,_; 
Bishop 1f= Sen. 

Rep.\JS11ith 
J_,ut__t:;- t::;,t:.-.-
Sen. Vaughn ,?/ 

ADOPt' 

RBJBCt' 
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