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INTRODUCED BY /b¢$7"//{

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT T0O PROVIDE THAT THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS MAY KEEP CONFIDENTIAL CERTAIN

GEOLOGIC INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM LESSEES."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Limitation on public inspection rights. The
department may withhold from public inapection any
information obtained from a mining lessee or permittee under
this part if the information relates to the geology of the
mining lease or permit. The withholding is effective for as
long as the department considers it necessary either to
protect the mining lessee's or permittee's economic interest
in the geclegic information against unwarranted injury or to
protect the public's best interest.

Section 2. Limitation on public inspection rights. The
department may withhold from public inspection any
information obtained from a lessee under this part if the
information relates to the geology of the mining lease. The
withheolding is effective for as 1long as the department
considers it necessary either to protect the legsee's

economic interest in the geologic information against
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unwarranted injury or to protect the public's best interest.

Section 3. Limitation on public inspection rights. The
department may withhold Erom public inspection any
information obtained from a coal mining lessee or permittee
under this part if the informaticn relates to the geology of
the mining lease or permit. The withholding is effective for
as long as the department considers it necessary either to
protect the lessee's or permittee's economic interest in the
geclogic information against unwarranted injury or to
protect the public's best interest.

Section 4. Limitation on public inspection rights. The
department may withhold from public inspection any
information obtained from an oil or gas 1lessee under this
part if the information, including drill logs, seismic data,
and lithegraphic descriptions, relates to the geology of the
oil or gas lease. The withholding is effective for as long
as the department considers it necessary either to protect
the 1lessee's economic interest in the geologic information
against unwarranted injury or to protect the public's best
interest.

Section 5. cCodification instruction. (1) [Section 1]
is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 77,
chapter 3, part 1, and the provisions of Title 77, chapter
3, part 1, apply to [section 1].

{2) [Section 2] is intended to be codified as an
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(3) ISection 3] is intended to
integral part of Title 77, chapter
provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part
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(4) [Secticn 4] is intended to
integral part of Title 77, chapter
provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part
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3, part 2, and the

2, apply to [section

be codified as an
3, part 3, and the

3, apply to {section

be codified as an
3, part 4, and the

4, apply to [section

Section 6. Extension of authority. Any existing

authority to make rules on the subject

of the provisions of

[this act] is extended to the provisions of [this act].

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON
NATURAL RESOURCES
SENATE BILL NO. 154
INTRODUCED BY NATHE, COBB

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS MAY KEEP CONFIDENTIAL CERTAIN

GEOLOGIC INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM LESSEES."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The legislature is extending the rulemaking authority
of the board of land commissioners to allow the board to
amend its existing mineral 1leasing rules to provide for
protection of confidential information. The legislature
intends that the rules be written broadly to cover all
information that would legitimately be considered
confidential by lessees, including, as appropriate, mineral
quality and quantity, mineral location, mineral depth, cost
of production, and the extent of the reserves. This
information may include economic or engineering data. The
legislature also intends that the rules establish a
procedure whereby the lessee may notify theldepartment of
state lands of information it considers to be confidential
and to be notified whether the department agrees before the
lessee submits the information. Furthermore, the legislature

intends that the rules include a process to protect the
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lessee's interests if the depar tment considers

declassification of the information at a future date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Limitation on public
inspection rights. The department may withhold from public
inspection any information obtained from a mining lessee or
permittee under this part if the information relates te the
geclogy of the mining lease or permit. The withhelding is
effective for as long as the department considers it
necessary either to protect the mining lessee's or
permittee’'s economic interest in the geologic informaticn
against unwarranted injury or to protect the public's best
interest.

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Limitation on public
inspection rights. The department may withhold £from public
inspection any information obtained from a lessee under this
part if the information relates to the geology of the mining
lease. The withholding 1is effective for as long as the
department considers it necessary either to protect the
lessee's economic interest in the geologic information
against unwarranted injury or to protect the public's best
interest.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Limitation on public

inspection rights. The department may withhold from public

-2- SB 154
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inspection any information obtained from a coal mining
lessee or permittee under this part if the information
relates to the geology of the mining lease or permit. The
withholding is effective for as 1long as the department
considers it necessary either to protect the lessee's or
permittee's economic interest in the geologic information
against wunwarranted injury or to protect the public's best
interest.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Limitation on public
inspection rights., The department may withhold from public
inspection any information obtained from an oil or gas
lessee under this part if the information, including drill
logs, seismic data, and lithographic descriptions, relates
to the geology of the oil or gas lease. The withholding is
effective for as long as the department considers it
necessary either to protect the lessee's economic interest
in the geclogic information against unwarranted injury or to
protect the public's best interest.

NEW SECTION. Section B. codification iastruction. (1)
[Section 1] is intended to be codified as an 1integral part
of Title 77, chapter 3, part 1, and the provisions of Title
77, chapter 3, part 1, apply to [section 1].

{2) [Section 2] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 77, chapter 3, part 2, and the

provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part 2, apply to (section
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21.

{3) (Section 3] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 77, chapter 3, part 3, and the
provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part 3, apply to {section
3).

(4) [Section 4] is intended to be <codified as an
integral part of Title 77, chapter 3, part 4, and the
provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part 4, apply to [section
41.

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of (this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 154
INTRODUCED BY NATHE, COBB

BY REQUEST CF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS MAY KEEP CONFIDENTIAL CERTAIN
GEOLOGIC INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM LESSEES."

STATEMENT OF iNTENT

The legislature is extending the rulemaking authority
of the board of land commissioners to allow the board to
amend its existing mineral 1leasing rules to provide for
protection of confidential information. The legislature
intends that the rulea be written broadly to cover all
information that would legitimately be considered
confidential by lessees, including, as appropriate, mineral
quality and quantity, mineral location, mineral depth, cost
of production, and the extent of the reserves. This
information may include economic or engineering data. The
legislature also intends that the rules establish a
procedure whereby the lessee may notify the-department of
state lands of information it considers to be confidential
and to be notified whether the department agrees before the
lessee submits the information. Furthermore, the legislature

intends that the rules include a process to protect the
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lessee's interests iE the department caonsiders

declassification of the information at a future date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEw SECTION. Section 1. Limitation on public
inspection rights. The department may withhold from public
inspection any information obtained from a mining lessee or
permittee under this part if the information relates to the
geclogy of the mining lease or permit. The withholding is
effective for as long as the department consjiders it
necessary either to protect the mining lessee's or
permittee's economic interest in the geologic information
against unwarranted injury or to protect the public's best
interest.

NEW_SECTION. Section 2. Limitation on public
inspection righta. The department may withhold from public
inspection any information obtained from a lessee under this
part if the information relates to the geology of the mining
lease. The withholding is effective for as long as the
department considers it necessary either to protect the
lessee's economic interest in the geoclogic information
against unwarranted injury or to protect the public’'s best
interest.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Limitation on public

inspection rights. The department may withhold from public

—2- SB 154
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inspection any information obtained from a coal mining
lessee or permittee under this part if the information
relates to the geology of the mining lease or permit. The
withholding is effective for as long as the department
considers it necessary either to protect the lessee's or
permittee's economic interest in the geologic information
against unwarranted injury or to protect the public’s best
interest.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Limitation on public
inspection rights. The department may withhold from public
inspection any information obtained from an oil or gas
lessee under this part if the information, including drill
legs, seismic data, and lithographic descriptions, relates
to the geology of the oil or gas lease. The withholding is
effective for as long as the department considers it
necessary either to protect the lessee’s economic interest
in the geologic information against unwarranted injury or to
protect the public's best interest.

NEW SECTION. Section 5. cCodification instruction. (1)
[Section 1} is intended to be codified as an integral part
of Title 77, chapter 3, part 1, and the provision:; of Title
77, chapter 3, part 1, apply to [section 1].

{2) ({Section 2] is intended to be codiliied as an
inteqral part of Title 77, chapter 3, partt 7, and the

provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part 2, apply to {section

-3~ SB 154
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2].

(3) [Section 3] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 77, chapter 3, part 3, and the
provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part 3, apply to [section
i}.

{4) [Section 4] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 77, chapter 3, part 4, and the
provisions of Title 77, chapter 1, part 4, apply to [section
4].

NEW SECTION. Section B. Extension of authority. Aany
existing authority to make rules on the subject cof the
provisicons of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

~End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 154
INTRODUCED BY NATHE, COBB

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS MNAY KEEP CONFIDEWTIAL CERTAIN
GEOLOGIC INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM LESSEES."

STATEMENT OF fNTENT

The legislature is extending the rulemaking authority
of the board of land commissioners to allow the board to
amend its existing mineral leasing rules to provide for
protection of confidential information. The 1legislature
intends that the rules be written broadly to cover ail
information that would legitimately be considered
confidential by lessees, including, as appropriate, mineral
quality and guantity, mineral location, mineral depth, cost
of production, and the extent of the reserves. This
information may include economic or engineering data. The
legislature also intends that the rules establish a
procedure whereby the lessee may notify the-depattment of
state lands of information it considers to be confidential
and to be notified whether the department agrees before the
lessee submits the information. Furthermore, the legislature

intends that the rules include a process to protect the
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leasee’s interests i€ the department considers

declassification of the information at a future date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION., Section 1. Limitation on public
inspection rights. The department may withhold from public
inspection any information obtained from a mining lessee or
permittee under this part if the information relates to the
geology of the mining lease or permit. The withholding is
effective for as long as the department considers it
necessary either to protect the mining lessee's or
permittee's economic interest in the geologic information
against unwarranted injury or to protect the public’'s best
interest.

NEW SECTION. Section 2, cLimitation on public
ingpection rights. The department may withhold from public
inspection any information obtained from a lessee under this
part if the information relates to the geology of the mining
lease. The withholding is effective for as long as the
department considers it necessary either to protect the
lessee's economic interest in the geologic information
against unwarranted injury or to protect the public’'s best

interest.

NER SECTION. Section 3. rcimitation on public

inspection rights. The department may withhold from public

-2- 5B 154
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inspec¢tion any information obtained from a coal mining
lessee or permittee under this part if the information
relates to the geology of the mining lease or permit. The
withholding is effective for as long as the department
considers it necessary either to protect the lessee's or
permittee's eccnomic interest in the geologic information
against wunwarranted injury or to protect the public's best
interest.

NEW_SECTION. Section 4. Limitation on pubtic
inspection rights. The department may withhold from public
inspection any informatjon obtained from an e¢il or gas
lessee under this part if the information, including drill
logs, seismic data, and lithographic descriptions, relates
to the geology of the oil or gas lease. The withholding is
effective for as long as the department considers it
necessary either to protect the lessee's economic interest
in the geolegic information against unwarranted injury or to
protect the public's best interest.

NEW SECTION. $Section 5. Codification instecugtion. (1)
[Ssection 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part
of Title 77, chapter 3, part }, and the provisiaops of Title

77, chapter 1, part 1, apply to [section 1].

{2} [Section 2} is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 77, chapter 3, part 2, and the

provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part 2, apply to [section

-31- SB 154
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2].

{3) (Section 3] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 77, chapter 3, part 3, and the
provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part 3, apply to [section
31.

(4) ({Section 4] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 77, chapter 3, part 4, and the
provisions of Title 77, chapter 3, part 4, apply to (section
4].

NEW SECTION. Section §. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on Lhe subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
fthis act].

~End~-
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