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51st Leg~slature LC 0269/01 

1 '4 me'"· ,ef"' ;t:;l; IX ./·-' ~H.._ l--'y - ,,_;, ,, 2 INTRODUCED BY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO DEFINE A BASIC 

5 SYSTEM OF FREE QUALITY PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION AS REQUIRED 

6 BY THE 1972 MONTANA CONSTITUTION AND TO LINK THE DEFINITION 

7 TO FOUNDATION PROGRAM AND OTHER SCHOOL FUNDING; AND AMENDING 

8 SECTION 20-9-301, MCA. 11 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section 20-9-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 •20-9-301. Ptlrpese-and-rlefin±tio~-e£ Basic system of 

l3 education -- foundation program== and general fund. {1) For 

14 the purposes of this section, the term ''basic system of free 

15 quality public school education'' includes: 

16 i"J the basic instructiottal Er~gram defined and 

l7 specified by the accreditation standards adopted by the 

18 board of __ public education as provided in __ ?0-7-llli 

19 {b) salaries and mandated employee benefits for the 

20 certified and not:tcertified employees employed by __ a district 

21 to execute the basic instructional program and any ma!:!__Q_~-~_1 

22 special educat_i?n program; 

23 (c) resources and equipment required to prov~~~ ___ the 

24 basic instructional program, including but not limited to 

25 te~tbooks, supplies, And media materials; 

~ana <eo•>I.C••• Council 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0269/01 

(d) staff developm~~t and in-serv_~E~~!:!_ainin_g requi __ r::_~~ 

to execute the basic inst_r~_c:_~ional ~9_Eam in __ an effective 
-- -~- ----· 

and efficient ffiQnner; 

~ cocu~icula_~_9_!1d extra curriculct:~ _E_r2_g__£ams_u~2~!:_e_~ 

~-~general fund bugget of a district to enhance_ P~Ei_l 

utilization of the basic inst-_ruction~rogram and the 

school exper i_e___!_1~~; 

i!_L~~~. plant mainte~_ance and____QE~I-~t_iOf!L_~b_l:~b-

includes funds used for ------ ---~ 

the insurance, imprq~e~e_n~ ~-

equ1.£I2.~~ renovat inq, or re~~_2!_ __ :o;choo1 ~~-~9_i0.~ __ o_!_ 

school facilities, but does not include LH1_s!_~--~~c;~~~! 

acguisition. ___ of land or new construction of schoo_!_~_u__!_!dings 

or f~~ilities; and 

l_9) transportation to and from pu~!--~~ ___ .§..S:hools as 

required under the provisions of this title. 

ill A ttl'\:i--ferm basic system of free ~U!.Y puh1 ic 

~ehoo~~ school education sufficient for the ~dtleft~ien ~~~ 

educat~_o~___!_~tunity of and.--eper~.--t~ all school age 

children of the state shall be established and maintained 

throughout the state of Montana. The stale shall aid in the 

support of its several school districts on the basis of 

their financia} need as measured by the foundation program 

and ±n--~he--manne~ other school equalizdt1cn __p~ogr?~~ 

established in this title. 

f2till The principal budgetary vehicle (or achieving 
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1 the mt"tm~m financing as established by the foundation 

2 program shall be the general fund of the district. The 

3 purpose of the general fund shall be to finance those 
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qt!!'!.t!f'ai--ma:intenance-and-operat±ot"!ai costs of~ ~--~basi~~-~~ 

of_ed~ation of a district as defined in subsection (1) and 

not financed by other funds established for special purposes 

in this title. 

f3tl!l The amount of the general fund budget for each 

school fiscal year ~hall ~ not exceed the financing 

limitations established by this title btlt-~hal% and may not 

be no less than the amount established by law as the 

foundation program. The general fund budget shall be 

13 financed by the foundation program revenues and may be 

14 supplemented by the permissive levy and additional voted 

15 levies in the manner provided by law.~ 
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB104, ~s introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

A bill for an Act entitled " An Act to define a basic system of free quality public school education as required by 
the 1972 Montana Constitution and to link the definition to Foundation Program and other school funding; and 
amending Section 20-9-301, MCA." 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. SB104 establishes a definition of basic education, but does not establish funding levels. 
2. SB104 lists the expenditure categories to be included in the Foundation Program--General Fund. 
3. Retirement, insurance, and transportation costs are added to the General Fund. 
4. Current expenditure categories are retained with the exception of non-mandated employee benefits. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

SB104 establishes a definition, but does not address the funding component; therefore, the fiscal impact could not 
be estimated. 

EFFECT ON COu~TY: 

Unable to estimate. 

TECHNICAL DEFECTS: 

1. Non-mandated employee benefits appear to be excluded from the Foundation Program--General Fund. 
2. Current retirement, insurance, and transportation statutes have not been amended to reflect the changes in 

this legislation. 

/Y~?& );k_ ~""'~ f/,.?B/8'} 
GREG JERGEfoN ~ PRI ~ONSOR ' DA"fE 

Fiscal Note for SB1p4, as introduced 
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