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~¥' ;;2:’:’4 BILL NO., _/i7g”

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO DEFINE A BASIC
SYSTEM OF FREE QUALITY PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION AS REQUIRED
BY THE 1972 MONTANA CONSTITUTION AND TO LINK THE DEFINITION
TO FQUNDATION PROGRAM AND OTHER SCHOOL FUNDING; AND AMENDING

SECTION 20-9-301, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE QF THE STATE GF MONTANA:
Section 1. sSection 20-9-301, MCA, is amended to read:

*20-9-301. Purpose-and-definition-of Basic system of

education -- foundation program -- amd general fund. {1) For

the purposes of this section, the term "basic _system of free

guality public schogl education" includes:

(a) the basic instructional program defined and

specified by the accreditation standards adopted by the

board of public education as provided in 20-7-111;

{b) salaries and mandated emplcoyee benefits for the

certified and noncertified employees employed by a district

to execute the basic instructional program and any mandated

special education program;

{c) resources and equipment required to provide the

basic instructional program, including but not limited to

textbooks, supplies, and media materials;
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{d) staff development and in-service training required

to execute the basic instructional program in an effective

and efficient manner;

{e} cocurricular and extra curgicular programs _adopted

in the general fund budget of a district to enhance pupil

utilization of the Dbasie instructional program and the

schocl experience;

{£) physical plant maintenance and operation, which

inciudes funds wused for the insurance,  improvement,

eguipping, renovating, or repairing cf school buildings or

school facilities, but does not include funds used for

acguisition of land or new censtruction of school buildings

or facilities; and

{g) transportation to and from public schools as

required under the provisiong of this title.

(2) A uniferm Dbasic system of free quality public

achects school education sufficient for the eduearisn egual

educational opportunity of and--epen--ts= all school age

children of the state shall be established and maintained
throughout the state of Montana. The state shall aid in the
support of its several school districts on the basis of
their financial need as measured by the foundation program

and in-~the--manmer other school equalizaticn programs

established in this title.
t2¥(3) The principal budgetary vehicle Lor achieving
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the mimimam financing as established by the foundation
program shall be the general fund of the district. The
purpose of the general fund shall be to finance those
general--maintenance-and-operationat costs of a basic system

of education of a district as defined in _subsection (1) and

not financed by other funds established for special purposes
in this title.

+3¥{4) The amount of the general fund budget for each
school fiscal year shat:* may not exceed the financing
limitations established by this title but-skaiit and may not
be no less than the amount established by law as the
foundation program. The general fund budget shall be
financed by the foundation program revenues and may be
supplemented by the permissive levy and additional voted
levies in the manner provided by law."

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB104, as introduced.

DESCRIPTICON QF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

A bill for an Act entitled " An Act to define a basic system of free quality public school education as required by

the 1972 Montana Constitution and to link the definition to Foundation Program and other school funding; and
amending Section 20-9-301, MCA."

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. SBi04 establishes a definition of basic education, but does not establish funding levels.

2. S5B104 lists the expenditure categories to be inciuded in the Foundation Program--General Fund.
3. Retirement, insurance, and transportation costs are added to the General Fund.

4,

Current expenditure categories are retained with the exception of non-mandated employee benefits.

FISCAL IMPACT:

SB104 establishes a definition, but does not address the funding component; therefore, the fiscal impact could

not
he estimated.

EFFECT ON COUNTY:

Unable to estimate.

TECHNICAL DEFECTS:

1. Non-mandated emplovee benefits appear to be excluded from the Foundation Program--General Fund.

2. Current retirement, insurance, and transportation statutes have not been amended to reflect the changes in
this legislation.
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