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WHEREAS, the market share of the top four beef packing

companies has increased dramatically from just one-third of

the market in 1978 to over two-thirds of the market in 1988;

and

WHEREAS, this trend towards concentration and vertical

integration of the 1livestock industry threatens free

enterprise and the independence of Montana's and the

nation's livestock producers, as well as the economic

vitality of the communities and states dependent on the

livestock industry; and
WHEREAS, continued concentration and vertical
integration of the livestock industry may also have seriocus

adverse implications for the health and safety of both

workers and consumers,

NOW, THEREFORE, Be IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That an appropriate interim committee be assigned:

(1) to examine the implications for Montana

agriculture of concentration of the livestock feeding and

packing industries;

{2) to study initiatives undertaken by other states
regarding this issue of concentration in the livestock
industry: and

(3) to evaluate appropriate state actions to
counteract any adverse problems posed by increased
concentration or to prevent further concentraticon in the

livestock industry, as identified in the study.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the committee report the

findings of the study to the 52nd Legislature and present

options for legislative consideration if the interim

committee determines that options are necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Legislature

formally request Montana's Congressional Delegation to

initiate Congressional field hearings to investigate the

implications of concentration in the livestock industry in

order to facilitate and formulate appropriate federal

responses to this important issue.
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WHEREAS, the market share of the top four beef packing
companies has increased dramatically from just one—-third of
the market in 1978 to over two-thirds of the market in 1988;
and

WHEREAS, this trend towards concentration and wvertical
integration of the 1livestock industry threatens free
enterprise and the independence of Montana‘'s and the
nation's livestock producers, as well as the economic
vitality of the communities and states dependent on the
livestock industry; and

WHEREAS, continued concentration and vertical
integration of the livestock industry may alsc have serious

adverse implications for the health and safety of both

workers and consumers.

NOW, THEREFORE, Br IT RESOLVER BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That an appropriate interim committee be assigned:

{l) to examine the implications for Montana
agriculture of concentration of the livestock feeding and
packing industries;

{2} to study initiatives undertaken by Other states
regarding this issue of concentration in the livestock
industry: and

{3) to evaluate

appropriatce state actions to

counteract any adverse increased

problems posed by
concentration or to prevent Ffurther concentration in the
livestock industry, as identified in the study.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the committee report the
findings of the study to the 52nd Legislature and present
options for leglslative consideration if the interim
committee determines that options are necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Legislature
formally regquest Montana's Congressional Delegation to
initiate Congressional field hearings to investigate the
implications cof concentration in the livestock industry in
order to facilitate and formulate appropriate federal

responses to this important issue.
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WHEREAS, the market share of the top four beef packing
companies has increased dramatically from just one-third of
the market in 1978 to over two-thirds of the market in 1988;
and

WHEREAS, this trend towards concentration and vertical
integration of the livestock industry threatens free
enterprise and the independence of Montana's and the
nation's livestock producers, as well as the econonmic
vitality of the communities and states dependent on the
livestock industry; and

WHEREAS,

conkinued concenktration and vertical

integration of the livestock industry may also have serious

adverse implications for the health and safety of both

workers and consumers.

NOW, THEREFORE, Br IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA;

That an appropriate interim committee be assigned:

(L) to examine the implications for Montana
agriculrure of concentraticn of the livestock feeding and
packing industries;

{2) to study initiatives wundertaken by other states
regarding this issue of concentration in the livestock
industry; and

t3) to evaluate appropriate state acrcions ta
counteract any adverse problems posed by increased
concentration or to prevent further concentravi.n in the
livestock industry, as identified in the study.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the committee rep.rt  the
findings of the study to the 52nd Legislature and present
options for legislative consideration if the interim
committee determines that options are necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Legislature
formally request Montana's Congiessional Delegation to
initiate Congressional field hearings to investigate the
implications of concentration in the livestock industry in
crder to facilitate and formulate appropriate federal

responses to this important issue.
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 43
INTRODUCED BY STEPPLER, GIACOMETTO, YELLOWTAIL, CODY,
GAGE, WESTLAKE, SPAETH, L. NELSON, IVERSON, GRADY, SCHYE,
KNAPP, ELLIOTT, DAVIS, BACHINI, DEMARS, PECK, STICKNEY,
GUTHRIE, ABRAMS, JOHNSON, BARDANOUVE, JERGESON, WEEDING,
VINCENT, KADAS, BLOTKAMP, GERVAIS, HARRINGTON, ANDERSCN,

BOYLAN, RUSSELL, DRISCOLL, REAM, HARPER

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN
INTERIM STUDY OF THE CONCENTRATION OF THE LIVESTOCK FEEDING

AND PACKING INDUSTRIES; AND REQUIRING A REPORT OF THE

FINDINGS QOF THE STUDY TO THE 52ND LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, the market share of the top four beef packing
companies has increased dramatically from just one-third of
the market in 1978 to over two-thirds of the market in 1988;
and

WHEREAS, this trend towards concentration and vertical
integration of the 1livestock industry threatens free
enterprise and the independence of Montana's and the
nation's 1livestock producers, as well as the economic
vitality of the communities and states dependent on the
livestock industry; and

WHEREAS,

continued concentration and vertical
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integration of the livestock industry may also have serious
adverse implications for the health and safety of both

workers and consumers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That an apprspriate interim committee be assigned:

{1} o examine the implications far Montana
agriculture of concentration of the livestock feeding and
packing industries;

(2) to study initiatives undertaken by other states
regarding this issue of concentration in the livestock
industry; and

(3) to evaluate appropriate state actions to
counteract any adverse problems posed by increased
concentration or to prevent further concentration in the
livestock industry, as identified in the study.

BE IT FURTHER RESQLVYED, that the committee report the
findings of the study to the 52nd Legislature and present
options for legislative consideration if the interim
committee determines that options are necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Legislature
formally request Montana's Congressional Delegation to
initiate Congressional field hearings to investigate the

implications of concentration in the livestock industry in
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1 order to facilitate and formulate appropriate federal
2 responses to this important issue.
-BEnd-
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