
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 34 

INTRODUCED BY STICKNEY, HANSEN, BLOTKAMP, 
SQUIRES, STRIZICH, RUSSELL, WHALEN, J. BROWN, 

MCCORMICK, GOOD, GOULD, LEE, T. NELSON, 
KNAPP, SIMON, BOHARSKI 

MARCH 15, 1989 

!1ARCH 16, 1989 

MARCH 18, 1989 

MARCH 20, 1989 

MARCH 30, 1989 

MARCH 31, 1989 

APRIL 1, 1989 

APRIL 3, 1989 

APRIL 5, 1989 

APRIL 10, 1989 

APRIL 12 I 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HUMAN SERVICES & AGING. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 91; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 49; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 



APRIL 12, 1989 RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SEEK ADEQUATE 

CORRECT INEQUITIES CONTAINED IN THE MEDICARE PART B PROGRAM, 

WHEREAS, Congress has slashed at least $25 billion from 

the Medicare program since 1981; and 

WHEREAS, the number of Medicare recipients has been 

increasing; and 

WHEREAS, physician fees under Medicare Part B have been 

frozen since 1984, even though the costs to physicians who 

provide care have increased during the same period; and 

WHEREAS, Medicare recipients are required to pay a 

greater portion of physician fees because of reduced 

appropriations to the Medicare program and the increasing 

number of Medicare recipients and not because physician fees 

have increased; and 

WHEREAS, Montana citizens contribute equal amounts to 

the Medicare program with citizens of other states, yet Part 

B payments made to eligible Montana citizens are 

considerably less than those paid in other states; and 

WHEREAS, some Montana physicians accept assignment in 
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LC 1791/01 

all cases, others accept assignment on a case by case basis, 

and still others do not accept assignment in any case; and 

WHEREAS, all Montana physicians, when deciding whether 

or not to accept assignment, are encouraged to consider the 

individual circumstances of Medicare beneficiaries. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Montana Congressional Delegation be requested 

to seek Medicare funding at a level sufficient to cvver the 

increasing number of Medicare recipients and the increasing 

costs to physicians who provide care to Medicare recipients. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional 

Delegation be advised that Montana citizens pay the same 

amounts to Medicare as citizens from other states, yet 

receive lesser amounts when benefits are paid for services. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional 

Delegation be requested to take whatever action is necessary 

to correct this inequity. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send copies of this resolution to each member of the Montana 

Congressional Delegation, senior citizen organizations 

registered as lobbying organizations before the Montana 

Legislature, senior citizen organizations known to the 

Secretary of State, the Montana Medical Association, the 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 

#3~ 3lj-



'"' 
~
 

0 
"' 

' 
"' 

'"' 
w

 

"' 
" 

.... 
z 

'"' (J
 

..:l 
"' c "' .u c 0 
:E

 

"' .c .u 

"' ~ "' 
I 

c 
"' 

I 

c 
M

 

0 
f4 

I 

-
~
 

I 
.u 

"' -~ u 0 ~ 
., ..: 

'"' "' .u 
-
~
 

0
. 

~
 

0 
c 

:J: 
0 
-
~
 

.u 

"' 
"' 

c 
-
~
 

"' 
u 

.u 
0 

c 
"' 

0 
"' 

:E
 

..: 

'"' 
" 



51st·Legis1ature LC 1791/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

APPROVED BY COI!M. ON 
HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING 

NO. $1' 

INTR·OO"'" "4<-~(t}ft'«:r:~.' 
im~r,~"Cd kttle~ 9·~ 
r:;;,. • JOINT?! REs;,~. "~ijE: ,SEN~:~ AN~ 9_~E ~ -~~ 
~ESE~VES OF THE STA~ ov\Mowr~A~THE MONTANA 

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SEEK ADEQUATE F" .!."At@£":tp,. . 
,, 'I 

CORRECT INEQUITIES CONTAINED IN THE MEDICARE PART B PROGRAM. . . 

WHERF.AS, Congress has slashed at least $25 billion from 

the Medicare program since 1981; and 

WHEREAS, the number of Medicare recipients has been 

increasingi and 

WHEREAS, physician fees under Medicare Part B have been 

frozen since 1984, eve~ though the costs to physicians who 

provide care have increased during the same periodi and 

WHEREAS, Medicare recipients are required to pay a 

greater portion of physician fees because of reduced 

appropriations to the Medicare program and the increasing 

number of Medicare recipients and not because physician fees 

have increased; and 

WHEREAS, Montana citizens contribute equal amounts to 

the Medicare program with citizens of other states, yet Part 

8 payments made to eligible Montana citizens are 

considerably less than those paid in other states; and 

WHEREAS, some Montana physicians accept assignment in 
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all cases, others accept assignment on a case by case basis, 

and still others do not accept assignment in any case; and 

WHEREAS, all Montana physicians, when deciding whether 

or not to accept assignment, are encouraged to consider the 

individual circumstances of Medicare belleficiaries. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Montana Congressional Delegation be requested 

to seek Medicare funding at a level sufficient to cover the 

increasing number of Medicare recipients and the i~crcasing 

costs to physicians who provide care to Medicare r~c:pients. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional 

Delegation be advised that Montand citizens pay the same 

amounts to Medicare as citizens from other states, yet 

receive lesser amounts when benefits are paid for servlces. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congres~ional 

Delegation be requested to take whatever action is necessary 

to correct this inequity. 

BE IT FUR'l'HER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send copies of this resolution to each member of the Montana 

Congressional Delegation, se~ior citizen organizations 

registered as lobbying organ1zations before the Montana 

Legislature, senior citizen organizations known to the 

Secretary of State, the Montand Medical Association, the 

~2~ 
SECOND READING 

~:r~~'f 



,_, 
00 

0 
~
 

' 
~
 

,_, 
~
 

"' 
~
 

r-
z 

.... u .., 
"' c "' .., c 0 
:0: 

.. .c 
.., "" c " 

1 

c 
"' 

1 

c 
M

 

0 
"' 

1 

-
~
 

1 
'-' 
.. -
~
 

() 
0 "' " ..: ,_, "' '-' .... 0. 

"' 
c 

g 
0 
.... '-' 

"' 
"' 

c 
.... 

"' 
() 

.., 
0 

c 
1/J 

~ 
., ..: 

,_, 
"' 



51st Legi~lature LC 1791/01 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

NO. ~'I 

;rFF;.~~(q;::~:~FJ.Bi-. 
~. • JOINT.,:;/RESOVl}T)~ OF .T.ijE. SENATE AN·D~E HO~ 

, . . F~t · ~J 
RESE~VES OF THE STAvE oi MONif'~A-· G NG :mE MONTANA 

\ .. 
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SEEK ADEQUATE Fut.Jm _[Al/fJi''TO,. 

CORRECT INEQUITIES CONTAINED IN THE MEDICARE PART B PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, Congress has slashed at least $25 billion from 

the Medicare pro9ram since 1981; and 

WHEREAS, the number of Medicare recipients has been 

increasing; and 

WHEREAS, physician fees under Medicare Part B have been 

frozen since 1984, even though the costs to physicians who 

provide care have increased during the same period; and 

WHEREAS, Medicare recipients are required to pay a 

greater portion of physician fees because of reduced 

appropriations to the Medicare program and the increasing 

number of Medicare recipients and not because physician fees 

have increased; and 

WHEREAS, Montana citizens contribute equal amounts to 

the Medicare program with citizens of other states, yet Part 

B payments made to eligible Montana citizens are 

considerably less than those paid in other states; and 

WHEREAS, some Montana physicians accept assignment in 
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all cases, others accept assignment on a case by case basis, 

and still others do not accept assignment in any case; and 

WHEREAS, all Montana physicians, when deciding whether 

or not to accept assignment, are encouraged to consider the 

individual circumstances of Medicare beneficiaries. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY TH£ SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESEN1'ATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Montana Congressional Delegation be requested 

to seek Medicare funding at a level sufficient to cover the 

increasing number of Medicare recipients and the increasing 

costs to physicians who provide care to Medicare rec~pients. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional 

Delegation be advised that Montana citizens pay the same 

amounts to Medicare as citizens from other states, yet 

receive lesser amounts when benefits are paid for services. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional 

Delegation be requested to take whatever action is necessary 

to correct this inequity. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send copies of this resolution to each member of the Montana 

Congressional Delegation, senior citizen organizations 

registered as lobbying organizations before the Montana 

Legislature, senior citizen organizations known to the 

Secretary of State, the Montana Medical Association, the 

-2- THIRD READING 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 34 

INTRODUCED BY STICKNEY, HANSEN, BLOTKAMP, 

SQUIRES, STRIZICH, RUSSELL, WHALEN, J. BROWN, 

MCCORMICK, GOOD, GOULD, LEE, T. NELSON, 

KNAPP, SIMON, BOHARSKI 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE MONTANA 

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SEEK ADEQUA·rE FUNDING AND TO 

CORRECT INEQUITIES CONTAINED IN THE MEDICARE PART B PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, Congress has slashed at least $25 billion from 

the Medicare program since 1981; and 

WHEREAS, the number of ~edicare recipients has been 

increasing; and 

WHEREAS, physician fees under Medicare Part B have been 

frozen since 1984, even though the costs to physicians who 

provide care have increased during the same period; and 

WHEREAS, Medicare recipients are required to pay a 

greater portion of physician fees because of reduced 

appropriations to the Medicare program and the increasing 

number of Medicare recipients and not because physician fees 

have increased; and 

WHEREAS, Montana citizens contribute equal amounts to 

the Medicare program with citizens of other states, yet Part 

~• •••'""••• cou~• 
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B payments made to eligible Montana citize:1s are 

2 considerably less than those paid in other stat~s; and 

3 WHEREAS, some Montana ptlys ic ians accept .3.55 1gn:nent in 

~ all cases, others accept assignme11t on a case by case basis, 

5 and still others do not accept assignme11t ln any case; and 

6 WHEREAS, all Montana physicians, when deciding whether 

7 or not to accept assignment, are encouraged t~ C011sider the 

8 individual circumstances of Medicare be11~ficia~~es. 

9 

10 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED B'i THE SENAT~ A}..;D -:'E! HOUSE 

11 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF >!ONT~NA: 

12 That the Montana Congressional Delegat1on be requested 

13 to seek Medicare funding at a level sufficient to cov~r the 

14 increasing number of Medicare recipients a~d ~he increasing 

15 costs to physicians who provide care to Medicare recipients. 

16 BE IT FUR'rHER RESOLVED, that the Mo~tdna Ccngressional 

17 Delegation be advised that Montana citiz~ns pay the same 

18 amounts to Medicare as citizens from other states, yet 

19 rece1ve lesser amounts when benefits are paid for services. 

20 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional 

21 Delegation be requested to take whatever action is necessary 

22 to correct this inequity. 

23 BE IT FURTHt.R RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

24 send copies of this resolution to each member of the Montana 

25 Congressional Delegation, sen1or citizen organizations 

-2- HJR 34 
REFERENCE BILL 
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1 registered as lobbying organizations before the Montana 

2 Legislature, senior citizen organizations known to the 

3 Secretary of State, the Montana Medical Association, the 

4 Montana Hospital Association, and the Montana Nurses 

5 Association. 

-End-

-]- HJR 34 




