HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 34

INTRODUCED BY STICKNEY, HANSEN, BLOTKAMP,
SQUIRES, STRIZICH, RUSSELL, WHALEN, J. BROWN,
MCCORMICK, GOOD, GOULD, LEE, T. NELSON,
KNAPP, SIMON, BCOHARSKI

IN THE HOUSE

MARCH 15, 1989 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HUMAN SERVICES & AGING.

MARCH 16, 1989 FIRST READING.

MARCH 18, 1989 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED.

MARCH 20, 1989 PRINTING REPORT.

MARCH 30, 1989 SECOND READING, DO PASS.

MARCH 31, 1989 ENGROSSING REPORT.

APRIL 1, 1989 THIRD READING, PASSED.

AYES, 91; NOES, O.
TRANSMITTED TO SENATE.
IN THE SENATE

APRIL 3, 1989 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY.

FIRST READING.

APRIL 5, 1989 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED.

APRIL 10, 1989 SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN.

APRIL 12, 1989 THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.

AYES, 49; NOES, 0.
RETURNED TO HOUSE.

IN THE HOUSE



APRIL 12, 1989 RECEIVED FROM SENATE.
SENT TO ENROLLING.

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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CORRECT INEQUITIES CONTAINED IN THE MEDICARE PART B PROGRAM,

WHEREAS, Congress has slashed at least $25 billion from
the Medicare program since 1981; and

WHEREAS, the number of Medicare recipients has been
increasing; and

WHEREAS, physician fees under Medicare Part B have been
frozen since 1984, even though the costs to physicians who
provide care have increased during the same period; and

WHEREAS, Medicare

recipients are regquired to pay a

greater portion of physician fees because of reduced
appropriations to the Medicare program and the increasing
number of Medicare recipients and not because physician fees
have increased; and

WHEREAS, Montana citizens contribute equal amounkts to
the Medicare program with citizens of other states, yet Part
B payments made to eligible Montana c¢itizens are
considerably less than those paid in other states; and

WHEREAS, some Montana physiclans accept assignment in
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all cases, others accept assignment on a case by case basis,
and still others do not accept assignment in any case; and

WHEREAS, all Montana physicians, when deciding whether
or not to accept assignment, are encouraged to consider the

individual circumstances of Medicare beneficiaries.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Congressional Delegation be requested
to seek Medicare funding at a level sufficient to cover the
increasing number of Medicare recipients and the increasing
costs to physicians who provide care to Medicare recipients.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional
Delegation be advised that Montana citizens pay the same
amounts to Medicare as citizens from other states, vyet
receive lesser amounts.when benefits are paid for services.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional
Delegation be requested to take whatever action ils necessary
to correct this inequity.

BE IT FURTHER RESCOLVED, that the Secretary of State
send copies of this resolution to each member of the Montana
Congressional Delegation, senior

citizen organizations

registered as lobbying organizations before the Montana

Legislature, senior citizen organizations known to the

Secretary of State, the Montana Medical Association, the

pe INTRODUCED BILL
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON
HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING
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CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SEEK ADEQUATE Fuh;nq‘fA@@';g,‘ '

CORRECT IMEQUITIES CONTAINED IN THE MEDICARE PART B PROGRAM.

WHERFAS, Congress has slashed at least $25 billion from
the Medicare program since 1981; and

WHEREAS, the number of Medicare recipients has been
increasing; and

WHEREAS, physician fees under Medicare Part B have been
frozen since 1984, even though the costs to physicians who
provide care have increased during the same period; and

WHEREAS, Medicare recipients are required to pay a
greater portion of physician fees because of reduced
appropriations to the Medicare program and the increasing
number of Medicare recipients and not because physician fees
have increased; and

WHEREAS, Montana citizens contribute equal amounkts to
the Medicare program with citizens of other states, yet Part
B payments made to eligible Montana citizens are
considerably less than those paid in other states; and

WHEREAS, some Montana physicians accept assignment in
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all cases, others accept assignment on a case by case basis,
and still others do not accept assignment in any case; and

WHEREAS, all Montana physicians, when deciding whether
or not to accept assignment, are encouraged to consider the

individual circumstances of Medicare beneficiaries.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Congressional Delegation be reguested
to seek Medicare funding at a level sufficient to cover the
increasing number of Medicare recipients and the increasing
costs to physicians who provide care to Medicare recipients.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressicnal
Delegation be advised that Montana citizens pay the same
amounts to Medicare as citizens from other states, yet
receive lesser amounts when benefits are paid for services.

BF IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional
Delegation be requested to take whatever action is necessary
to correct this inequity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State
send copies of this resclution to each member of the Montana
Congressional Delegation, sernior citizen organizations
registered as lobbying organizations before the Montana
Leglslature, senlior citizen organizations known to the

Secretary of State, the Montana Medical Association, the

SECOND READING
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CORRECT INEQUITIES CONTAINED IN THE MEDICARE PART B PROGRAM,

WHEREAS, Congress has slashed at least $25 billion from
the Medicare program since 1981; and

WHEREAS, the number of Medicare recipients has been
increasing; and

WHEREAS, physician fees under Medicare Part B have been
frozen since 1984, even though the costs to physicians who
provide care have increased during the same period; and

WHEREAS, Medicare recipients are required to pay a
greater portion of physician fees because of reduced
appropriations to the Medicare program and the increasing
number of Medicare recipients and not because physician fees
have increased; and

WHEREAS, Montana citizens contribute egual amounts to
the Medicare program with citizens of other states, yet Part
B payments made to eligible Montana citizens are
considerably less than those paid in other states; and

WHEREAS, some Montana physicians accept assignment in
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all cases, others accept assignment on a case by case basis,
and still others do not accept assignment in any case; and

WHEREAS, all Montana physicians, when deciding whether
or not to accept assignment, are encouraged to consider the

individual circumstances of Medicare beneficiaries.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OrF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Congressicnal Delegation be reguested
to seek Medicare funding at a level sufficien:t to cover the
increasing number of Medicare recipients and the increasing
costs to physicians who provide care to Medicare recipients.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mcntana Congressional
Delegation be advised that Montana citizens pay the same
amounts to Medicare as citizens from other states, vyet
receive lesser amounts when benefits are paid for services,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional
Pelegation be requested to take whatever action is necessary
to correct this inequity.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State
send copies of this resolution to each member of the Montana
Congressional Delegation, senior citizen organizations
registered as lobbying organizations before the Montana

Legislature, senior «citizen organizations known to the

Secretary of State, the Montana Medical Association, the

-2- THIRD READING
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Montana Hospital Association, and the Montana Burses
Association.

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 34
INTRODUCED BY STICKNEY, HANSEN, BLOTKAMP,
SQUIRES, STRIZICH, RUSSELL, WHALEN, J. BROWN,
MCCORMICK, GOOD, GOULD, LEE., 7. NELSON,

KNAFP, SIMON, BOHARSKI

A JOINT RESOLUTICN OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE or
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE MONTANA
CONGRESSIONAIL DELEGATION TO SEEK ADEQUATE FUNDING AND TO

CORRECT INEQUITIES CONTAINED IN THE MEDLCARE PART B PROGRAM.

WHEREAS, Congress has slashed at least $25 billion from
the Medicare program since 1981; and

WHEREAS, the number of Medicare recipients has been
increasing; and

WHEREAS, physician fees under Medicare Part B have been
frozen since 1984, even though the costs to physicians who
provide care have increased during the same peried; and

WHEREAS, Medicare recipients are required to pay a
greater portion of physician fees because of reduced
appropriations to the Medicare program and the increasing
number of Medicare recipients and not because physician fees
have increased; and

WHERERS, Montana citizens contribute egual amounts to

the Medicare program with citizens of other states, yet Part
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B payments made te eligible Montana citizens are
considerably less than those paid in other states; and
WHEREAS, some Montana physicians accept assignment in
all cases, others accept assignment on a case by case basis,
and still others do not accept assignment in any case; and
WHEREAS, all Montana physicians, wnen deciding whether
or not to accept assignment, are encouraged to consider the

individual circumstances of Medicare bencficiaries.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THH HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Congressional Delegation be reguested
to seek Medicare funding at a level sufficient to cover the
increasing number of Medicare recipients and the increasing
costs to physicians who provide care to Medicare recipients.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional
Delegation be advised that Montana citizens pay the same
amounts to Medicare as citizens from other states, yet
receive lesser amounts when benefits are paid for services.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Congressional
Delegation be requested to take whatever action is necessary
to .correct this inequity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State
send copies of this resolution to each member of the Montana
Congressional Delegation, senior citizen organizations

-2-
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registered as lobbying organizations before the Montana
Legislature, senior citizen organizations known to the
Secretary of State, the Montana Medical Association, the
Montana Hospital Association, and the Montana Nurses
Association.

-End-
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