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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE NATIONAL 

PARK SERVICE TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO SEEK AND IMPLEMENT 

SOLUTIONS FOR THE LONG-TERM MANAGEMENT OF ELK AND BISON IN 

THE YELLOWSTONE ECOSYSTEM. 

WHEREAS, the National Park Service is responsible for 

management of elk and bison within Yellowstone National 

Park; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks is 

directed by Montana law to provide for the protection, 

preservation, and management of wildlife within the state~ 

and 

WHEREAS, the migratory population of Yellowstone Park's 

northern herds of elk has important winter ranges within the 

State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the National Park Service's natural regulation 

program, combined with the impacts of fire and drought, has 

resulted in high numbers of elk and bison leaving the Park 

in search of food; and 

WHEREAS, significant elk mortality from malnutrition is 
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occurring outside the northern boundary of Yellowstone 

National Park; and 

WHEREAS, movement of bison thredtens Montana 1 s 

livestock through transmission of brucellosis; and 

WHEREAS, residents and others are attempting to feed 

the elk, risking introduction of undesirable weed seed, 

concentrating the elk, and increasing risk of infection and 

spread of parasites; and 

WHEREAS, Montana citizens and hunters are concerned 

that a critical portion of certain elk herds ar~ endangered; 

and 

WHEREAS, mass starvation of big game animals i~ ~ot a 

management tool that is acceptable to the pccple of the 

State of Montana. 

NOW, THER.I:::FORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENJ\TE AMi THE HOUSE 

or REPRESENTATIVES OF THE S'TATE or MONTANA: 

That the Legislature strongly encoura~e the National 

Park Service to take immediate action to seek and implement 

solutions for the long-term management of elk and bison in 

the Yellowstone ecosystem. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the long-term solution be 

directed toward: 

(1) providing historic winter re:wge capable of 

sustaining a managed migratory population of elk; and 
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1 (2) addressing the regulation of elk and bison 

2 populations within Yellowstone National Park. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Park Service 

4 and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks be 

5 urgently requested to meet and jointly formulate a plan of 

6 immediate action to closely monitor the existing situation, 

7 the dangers posed by the situation, and the physical 

8 condition of the elk herds in relation to forecast weather 

9 and food supply. 

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that consideration be given to 

11 feeding the elk if a significant portion of the herd is 

12 determined to be in danger. 

13 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Clerk of the 

14 House of Representatives send copies of this resolution to 

15 the Director of the National Park Service; members of the 

16 Montana Fish and Game Commission; the Director of the 

17 

18 

Montana 

Governori 

Department 

and each 

19 Delegation. 

of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks; the 

member of Montana's Congressional 

-End-

-3-



51st Legislature HJR 0032/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32 

INTRODUCED BY REAM, ELLIOTT, BLOTKAMP, 

QUILICI, COHEN, PAVLOVICH, RANEY, DAILY, 

STRIZICH, GERVAIS, WHALEN, KIMBERLEY, 

ADDY, ELLISON, KASTEN, HARPER, SPAETH, 

RUSSELL, STICKNEY, KILPATRICK, KELLER 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE NATIONAL 

PARK SERVICE, U.S. FOREST SERVICE, AND MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF 

FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO SEEK 

AND IMPLEMENT SOLUTIONS FOR THE LONG-TERM MANAGEMENT OF ELK 

AND BISON IN THE YELLOWSTONE ECOSYSTEM. 

WHEREAS, the National Park Service is responsible for 

management of elk and bison within Yellowstone National 

Park: and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks is 

directed by Montana law to provide for the protection, 

preservation, and management of wildlife within the state; 

and 

WHEREAS, the migratory population of Yellowstone Park 1 s 

northern herds of elk has important winter ranges within the 

State of Montana; and 
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WHEREAS, the National Park Service's natural regulation 

program, combined with the impacts of fire and drought, has 

resulted in high numbers of elk and bison leaving the Park 

in search of food: and 

WHEREAS, significant elk mortality from malnutrition is 

occurring outside the northern boundary of Yellowstone 

National Park; and 

WHEREAS, movement of bison ~NO ELK threatens Montana's 

livestock through transmission of brucellosis; and 

WHEHEAS, residents and others are attempting to feed 

the elk, risking introduction of undesirable weed seed, 

concentrating the elk, and increasing risk of infecti011 and 

spread of parasites; and 

WHEREAS, Montana citizens and hunters are concerned 

that a critical portion of certain elk herds are endangered; 

and 

WHEREAS, mass starvation of big game animals is not a 

management tool that is acc~ptable to the people of the 

State of Montana. 

NOW, THEREfORE, 82 TT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislature strongly encourage the National 

Park Service, U.S. ~OREST SERVICE, AND MONTANA DEPARTMENT 

OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PAHKS to take immediate action to 

-2- HJR 32 
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1 seek and implement solutions for the long-term management of 

2 elk and bison in the Yellowstone ecosystem. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the long-term solution be 

4 directed toward: 

5 (1) providing historic winter range capable of 

6 sustaining a managed migratory population of elk; and 

7 (2) addressing the regulation of elk and bison 

8 populations within Yellowstone National Park. 

g BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Park Service 

10 and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks be 

11 urgently requested to meet and jointly formulate a plan of 

12 immediate action to closely monitor the existing situation, 

13 the dangers posed by the situation, and the physical 

14 condition of the elk herds in relation to forecast weather 

15 and food supply. 

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that consideration be given to 

17 feeding the elk if a significant portion of the herd is 

18 determined to be in danger. 

19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Clerk of the 

20 House of Representatives send copies of this resolution to 

21 the Director of the National Park Service; THE CHIEF OF THE 

22 u.s. FOREST SERVICE; members of the Montana Fish and Game 

23 Commission: the Director of the Montana Department of Fish, 

24 Wildlife, and Parksi the Governor; and each member of 

25 Montana 1 s Congressional Delegation. 

-End-
-3- HJR 32 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32 

INTRODUCED BY REAM, ELLIOTT, BLOTKAMP, 

QUILICI, COHEN, PAVLOVICH, RANEY, DAILY, 

STRIZICH, GERVAIS, WHALEN, KIMBERLEY, 

ADDY, ELLISON, KASTEN, HARPER, SPAETH, 

RUSSELL, STICKNEY, KILPATRICK, KELLER 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE NATIONAL 

PARK SERVICE, U.S. FOREST SERVICE, AND MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF 

FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO SEEK 

AND IMPLEMENT SOLUTIONS FOR THE LONG-TERM MANAGEMENT OF ELK 

AND BISON IN THE YELLOWSTONE ECOSYSTEM. 

WHEREAS, the National Park Service is responsible for 

management of elk and bison within Yellowstone National 

Park; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks is 

directed by Montana law to provide for the protection, 

preservation, and management of wildlife within the state; 

and 

WHEREAS, the migratory population of Yellowstone Park's 

northern herds of elk has important winter ranges within the 

State of Montana; and 
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WHEREAS, the National Park Service's natural regulation 

program, combined with the impacts of fire and drought, has 

resulted in high numbers of elk and bison leaving the Park 

in search of food; and 

WHEREAS, significant elk mortality from malnutrition is 

occurring outside the northern boundary of Yellowstone 

National Park; and 

WHEREAS, movement of bison AND ELK threatens Montana's 

livestock through transmission of brucellosis; and 

WHEREAS, residents and others are attempting to feed 

the elk, risking introduction of undesirable weed seed, 

concentrating the elk, and increasing risk of infection and 

spread of parasites; and 

WHEREAS, Montana citizens and hunters are concerned 

that a critical portion of certain elk herds are endangered; 

and 

WHEREAS, mass starvation of big game animals is not a 

management tool that is acceptable to the people of the 

State of Montana. 

NOW, THEHEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislature strongly encourage the National 

Park Service~.l!~~~9REST SE:RVIc;:_~, ANt:J MONTANA DEPARTMENT 

QE:___FI!>fl_. _'fll_LD! IFF., AND ___ ?'_AH.KS to take immediate action to 
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l seek and implement solutions for the long-term management of 

2 elk and bison in the Yellowstone ecosystem. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the long-term solution be 

4 directed toward: 

5 (1) providing historic winter range capable of 

6 sustaining a managed migratory population of elk; and 

7 (2) addressing the regulation of elk and bison 

8 populations within Yellowstone National Park. 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Park Service 

10 and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks be 

11 urgently requested to meet and jointly formulate a plan of 

12 immediate action to closely monitor the existing situation, 

13 the dangers posed by the situation, and the physical 

14 condition of the elk herds in relation to forecast weather 

15 and food supply. 

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that consideration be given to 

17 feeding the elk if a significant portion of the herd is 

18 determined to be in danger. 

19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Clerk of the 

20 House of Representatives send copies of this resolution to 

21 the Director of the National Park Service; TH~ CH_!EF' _ _9f_~'HE 

22 u.s. FOREST SERVICE; members of the Montana Fish and Game 

23 Commission; the Director of the Montana Department of Fish, 

24 Wildlife, and Parks; the Governor; and each member of 

25 Montana's Congressional Delegation. 

-End-
-3- HJR 32 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32 

INTRODUCED BY REAM, ELLIOTT, BLDTKAMP, 

QUILICI, COHEN, PAVLOVICH, RANEY, DAILY, 

STRIZICH, GERVAIS, WHALEN, KIMBERLEY, 

ADDY, ELLISON, KASTEN, HARPER, SPAETH, 

RUSSELL, STICKNEY, KILPATRICK, KELLER 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE NATIONAL 

PARK SERVICE, U.S. FOREST SERVICE, AND MO~TANA DEPARTMENT OF 

FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO SEEK 

AND IMPLEMENT SOLUTIONS FOR THE LONG-TERM MANAGEMENT OF ELK 

AND BISON IN THE YELLOWSTONE ECOSYSTEM. 

WHEREAS, the National Park Service is responsible for 

management of elk and bison within Yellowstone National 

Park; and 

WHF.REA~. the Department of Fish, Wildli[e, and Parks is 

dirf•rtPd by Montana law to provide for the protection, 

prp~;p~·.'at\'Hl, and management of wildlife within the state; 

and 

WHEREAS, the migratory population of Yellowstone Park's 

northern herds of elk has important winter ranges within the 

Slate of Mont~na; and 
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WHEREAS, the National Park Service's natural regulation 

program, combined with the impacts of fire and drought, has 

resulted in high numbers of elk and bison leaving the Park 

in search of food: and 

WHEREAS, significant elk mortality from malnutrition is 

occurring outside th~ northern boundary of Yellowstone 

National Park; and 

WHEREAS, movement of bison AND ELK threatens Montana's 

livestock through transmission of brucellosis; and 

WHEREAS, residents and others are att~mpting to feed 

the elk, risking introduction of und~sirable weed seed, 

concentrating the elk, and increasing risk of infection and 

spread of parasites; and~ 

WHEREAS, Montana citizens and hunters are concerned 

that a critical portion of certain elk herds are endangered; 

and 

WHER~AS, mass starvation of big game animals is not a 

management tool that is acceptable to the people of the 

State of Montana. 

NOW, THEHU'ORE, BC IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

or REPRESENTATIVES or THE STATE Or MONTANA: 

That the LPgislature strongly encourage the National 

Park Service, _ _!!.:~._- FOREST SERVICE, AND~ MONTANA DEPARTMENT 

OF f_!SH_!_ -~_!} .. OLTF'E, AND PARKS to take immediate action to 
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1 seek and implement solutions for the long-term management of 

2 elk and bison in the Yellowstone ecosystem. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th4t the long-term solution be 

4 directed toward: 

5 ( l) providing historic winter r~nge capable of 

6 sustaining a managed migratory population of elk; and 

7 (2) addressing the regulation of elk and bison 

8 populations within Yellowstone ~ational Park. 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Park Service 

10 and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks be 

11 urgently requested to meet and jointly formulate a plan of 

12 immediate action to closely monitor the existing situation, 

13 the dangers posed by the situation, and the physical 

14 condition of the elk herds in relation to forecast weather 

15 and food supply. 

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that consideration be given to 

17 feeding the elk if a significant portion of the herd is 

18 determined to be in danger. 

19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Clerk of the 

20 House of Representatives send copies of this resolution to 

21 the Director of the National Pack Serv1ce; THJ:.: CHlEt-' Of'~·!:!~ 

22 U.S. FORES~ SERVICE: members of the Montana Fish and Game 

23 Commission; the Director of the Montana Department of Fish, 

24 Wildlife, and Parks; the Governor; and each member of 

25 Montana's Congressional Delegation. 
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