
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 21 

INTRODUCED BY SPAETH, STICKNEY, GRADY, PAVLOVICH, 
DAILY, KILPATRICK, O'KEEFE, VINCENT, KASTEN, ZOOK, J. BROWN 

FEBRUARY 8, 1989 

FEBRUARY 9, 1989 

FEBRUARY 16, 1989 

FEBRUARY 17, 1989 

FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

FEBRUARY 21, 1989 

FEBRUARY 28, 1989 

MARCH 17, 1989 

MARCH 18, 1989 

MARCH 21, 1989 

MARCH 22, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 97; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 48; NOES, 1. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 



SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 



51st Legislature LC 1655/01 

1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

PROVIDE A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION TO FULLY FUND VETERANS' 

ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTERS AT FORT HARRISON AND MILES 

CITY. 

WHEREAS, Montana's 106,000 veterans constitute the 

third largest per capita number of veterans in the United 

States who look to the Veterans' Administration to provide 

for their health needs; and 

WHEREAS, among World War II veterans from all the 

states, Montanans suffered the second largest casualty rate, 

and many of the older veterans need medical and surgical 

treatment, as well as nursing hOme care, but are unable to 

afford private medical care programs; and 

WHEREAS, these veterans are being advised to seek 

medical assistance from state- or county-funded programs; 

and 

WHEREAS, the veterans' facility at Fort Harrison has no 

nursing home unit, and the medical and surgical hospital 

beds at both Fort Harrison and Miles City have been reduced 

by a total of 58 beds; and 
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1 WHEREAS, the Fort Harrison and Miles City veterans' 

2 hospitals will each have budget deficits in 1989 exceeding 

3 $1 million; and 
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WHEREAS, this funding shortage in the Veterans' 

Administration has resulted in fewer eligible veterans being 

treated at Montana's veterans' hospitals and has left 

hundreds of Montana veteLans without needed medicine; and 

WHEREAS, Veterans' Administration employees in Montana 

have worked beyond their required job limits in a superior 

effort to care for our veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the United States government has pledged to 

provide medical care for its veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the 51st Legislature implore the CongresS of the 

United States to pass legislation endorsing a supplemental 

appropriation to fund and staff the Veterans' Administration 

Medical Centers at Fort Harrison and Miles City to fully 

utilize all the medical and surgical beds, to reopen the 

closed ward at the Fort Harrison facility, and to proceed 

with a plan to construct and staff a 120-bed Veterans' 

Administration nursing home care unit at Fort Harrison. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send copies of this resolution to the President of the 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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LC 1655/01 

l United States, the Secretary of Veterans' Affairs, the 

2 United States Senate and House Committees on Veterans' 

3 Affairs, the Governor of the State of Montana, and each 

4 member of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

-End-
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A 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

PROVIDE A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION TO FULLY FUND VETERANS' 

ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTERS AT FORT HARRISON AND MILES 

CITY. 

WHEREAS, Montana's 106,000 veterans constitute the 

third largest per capita number of veterans in the United 

States who look to the Veterans' Administration to provide 

for their health needs; and 

WHEREAS, among World War II veterans from all the 

states, Montanans suffered the second largest casualty rate, 

and many of the older veterans need medical and surgical 

treatment, as well as nursing home care, but are unable to 

afford private medical care programs; and 

WHEREAS, these veterans are being advised to seek 

medical assistance from state- or county-funded programs; 

and 

WHEREAS, the veterans' facility at Fort Harrison has no 

nursing home unit, and the medical and surgical hospital 

beds at both Fort Harrison and Miles City have been reduced 

by a total of 58 beds: and 
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1 WHEREAS, the Fort Harrison and Miles City veterans' 

2 hospitals will each have budget deficits in 1989 exceeding 

3 $1 million; and 
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WHEREAS, this funding shortage in the Veterans' 

Administration has resulted in fewer eligible veterans being 

treated at Montana's veterans' hospitals and has left 

hundreds of Montana veterans without needed medicine; and 

WHEREAS, Veterans' Administration employees in Montana 

have worked beyond their required job limits in a superior 

effort to care for our veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the United States government has pledged to 

provide medical care for its veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the 51st Legislature implore the Congress of the 

United States to pass legislation endorsing a supplemental 

appropriation to fund and staff the Veterans' Administration 

Medical Centers at Fort Harrison and Miles City to fully 

utilize all the medical and surgical beds, to reopen the 

closed ward at the Fort Harrison facility, and to proceed 

with a plan to construct and staff a 120-bed Veterans' 

Administration nursing home care unit at Fort Harrison. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send copies of this resolution to the President of the 

-2- SECOND READING 
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1 United States, the Secretary of Veterans• Affairs, the 

2 United States Senate and House Committees on Veterans' 

3 Affairs, the Governor of the State of Montana, and each 

4 member of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

-End-
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A TH&- HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

PROVIDE A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION TO FULLY FUND VETERANS' 

ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTERS AT FORT HARRISON AND MILES 

CITY. 

WHEREAS, Montana's 106,000 veterans constitute the 

third largest per capita number of veterans in the United 

States who look to the Veterans' Administration to provide 

for their health needs; and 

WHEREAS, among world war II veterans from all the 

states, Montanans suffered the second largest casualty rate, 

and many of the alder veterans need medical and surgical 

treatment, as well as nursing home care, but are unable to 

afford private medical care programs; and 

WHEREAS, these veterans are being advised to seek 

medical assistance from state- or county-funded programs; 

and 

WHEREAS, the veterans' facility at Fort Harrison has no 

nursing home unit, and the medical and surgical hospital 

beds at both Fort Harrison and Miles City have been reduced 

by a total of 58 beds• and 
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1 WHEREAS, the Fort Harrison and Miles City veterans' 

2 hospitals will each have budget deficits in 1989 exceeding 

3 $1 million; and 
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WHEREAS, this funding shortage in the Veterans' 

Administration has resulted in fewer eligible vetera,ns being 

treated at Montana's veterans' hospitals and has left 

hundreds of Montana veterans without needed medicine; and 

WHEREAS, Veterans' Administration employees in Montana 

have worked beyond their required job limits in a superior 

effort to care for our veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the United States government has pledged to 

provide medical care for its veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the 51st Legislature implore the Congress of the 

United States to pass legislation endorsing a supplemental 

appropriation to fund and staff the Veterans' Administration 

Medical Centers at Fort Harrison and Miles City to fully 

utilize all the medical and surgical beds, to reopen the 

closed ward at the Fort Harrison facilicy, and to proceed 

with a plan to construct and staff a 120-bed Veterans' 

Administration nursing home care unit at Fort Harrison. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send copies of this resolution to the President of the 

-2- THIRD READING 
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1 United States, the Secretary of Veterans~ Affairs, the 

2 United States Senate and House Committees on Veterans• 

3 Affairs, the Governor of the State of Montana, and each 

4 member of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 21 

INTRODUCED B¥ SPAETH, STICKNEY, GRAD¥, PAVLOVICH, 

DAIL¥, KILPATRICK, O'KEEFE, VINCENT, KASTEN, ZOOK, J. BROWN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

PROVIDE A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION TO FULLY FUND VETERANS' 

ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTERS AT FORT HARRISON AND MILES 

CITY. 

WHEREAS, Montana's 106,000 veterans constitute the 

third largest per ca~ita number of veterans in the United 

States who look to the Veterans' Administration to provide 

for their health needs; a·nd 

WHEREAS, amonq World War II veterans from all the 

states, Montanans suffered the second largest casualty rate, 

and many of the older veterans need medical and surgical 

treatment, as well as nursing home care, but are unable to 

afford private medical care programs; and 

WHEREAS, these veterans are being advised to seek 

medical assistance from state- or county-funded programs; 

and 

WHEREAS, the veterans' facility at Fort Harrison has no 

nursing home unit, and the medical and surgical hospital 

beds at both Fort Harrison and Miles City have been reduced 
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HJR 0021/02 

by a total of 58 beds; and 

WHEREAS, the Fort Harrison and Miles City veterans' 

hospitals will each have budget deficits in 1989 exceeding 

$1 million; and 

WHEREAS, this funding shortage in the Veterans' 

Administration has resulted in fewer eligible veterans being 

treated at Montana's veterans' hospitals and has left 

hundreds of Montand veterans without needed medicine: and 

WHEREAS, Veterans' Administration employees in Montana 

have worked beyond their required job limits in a superior 

effort to care for our veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the United States government has pledged to 

provide medical care for its veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the 51st Legislature implore the Congress of the 

United States to pass legislation endorsing a supplemental 

appropriation to fund and staff the Veterans' Administration 

Medical Centers at Fort Harrison and Miles City to fully 

utilize all the medical and surgical beds, to reopen the 

closed ward at the Fort Harrison facility, and to proceed 

with a plan to construct and staff a 120-bed Veterans' 

Administration nursing home care unit at Fort Harrison. 

BE IT FUHTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

-2- HJR 21 
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1 send copies of this resolution to the President of the 

2 United States, the Secretary of Veterans' Affairs, the 

3 United States Senate and House committees on Veterans' 

4 Affairs, the Governor of the State of Montana, and each 

5 member of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

-End-
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